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ADDRESS. 

This  Volume  ends  the  fifth  year  of  our  labours  in  the  cause  of 
Yachting,  and  ve  trust  will  give  satisfaction.  We  will  again  launch 
our  barque  in  1867^  f4^  k'^  ta:C9;ehQ>;ift{reased  support,  the  lack 
of  which  is  our  excuse  £».4iQtmTing  more  illustrations. 

To  our  Subscribers.  CoiltrlbUtc^fsl  Md  the  Secretaries  of  the  va- 
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nous  dubs,  we  tender,  iDgMil^vk^re^fhsii^;  &nd  assure  them  that  a 
more  extensive  patronage  irom  the  yachting  community  will  stimulate 
ns  to  additional  exertions. 
December,  1856. 
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A  FEW  WORDS  FOR  MANY  YACHTSMEN. 

The  proadest  motto  Ibr  the  yonngi 

Write U in  Unetof  gold, 
ITpoB  thy  heart,  and  In  thy  mind 

The  stirring  words  enfold  < 
And  bi  nlsfertone's  dreary  hoar, 

Or  fortmie*B  proeperoos  galSk 
Twin  hftTe  a  holy  cheering  power— 

**Ther0*a  no  mch  word  as  FAnl'* 

On  the  Ist  of  August,  1852,  upon  the  solicitations  of  many,  and  the 
suggestions  of  not  a  few,  we  laid  the  first  number  of  the  Yachting 
Magazine  before  the  yachtsmen  of  the  ITnited  Kingdom.  Since  that 
period  we  have  had  many  hard  struggles  to  keep  full  way  upon  out 
work;  w^  have  had  to  contend  with  a  limited  exchequer;  with 
c^ppofiition,  with  neglect  from  many  who  should  have  cared  fbr  us 
better,  and  though  last,  not  least,  the  blighting  influence  of  cynical 
'ticism;  but  notwithstanding  all  these  and  such  like,  we  have  ever 
[lerred  to  our  motto  * 

^  There  is  no  such  word  as  Fail  I  " 

IT  if  we  cannot  command  success,  it  shall  still  be  our  constant  en* 

went  to  deserve  it. 

no.  1.— vot.  V.  ft 
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To  shortcomings  we  candidly  plead  guilty,  but  they  have  originated 
with  others,  not  ourselves  :  it  has  ever  been  our  wish  since  we  started 
to  secure  the  best  and  most  suitable  contributions  and  illustrations 
for  the  information  and  amusement  of  our  readers,  and  we  can  look 
back  with  a  clear  conscience  and  say  ••  we  have  done  our  duty  accord- 
ing to  the  means  placed  at  our  disposal  ;*'  but  we  must  honestly  ask 
our  readers  how  can  it  be  expected  that  we  can  carry  this  Magazine 
to  that  state  of  perfection,  which  it  is  our  aim  and  their  expectadon 
that  we  should  do,  if  we  are  not  supported  with  that  nuiinspring  of  all 
undertakings — Money. 

We  commence  the  season  of  1856  with  an  able  staff,  with  whom 
we  have  concluded  arrangements  which  we  trust  we  shall  beenen- 
abled  to  fulfil ;  and  we  hope  this  year  to  render  this  Magazine  more 
than  ever  attractive;  an  agreeable  and  useful  companion  in  the  cabin, 
the  salon,  and  the  boudoir ;  a  standard  volume  of  reference  at  the 
termination  of  the  season;  and  a  pleasing  record  of  matters  connected 
with  the  sea,  that  in  future  years  may  recall  pleasant  memories  of 
those  past  and  gone. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  career  we  earnestly  asked  a  warm 
support  to  our  undertaking,  and  we  must  now  come  forward  and  in 
all  candour  call  upon  yachtsmen  generally  to  support  us  more  freely 
than  they  have  hitherto  done;  surely  the  many  yachtsmen  of  the 
United  Kingdom  will  not  let  it  be  said  that  their  Magazme,  the  one, 
the  only  one,  solely  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  noble  pastime, 
cannot  be  supported,  that  it  &iled  through  their  apathy  and  neglect, 
we  cannot,  nor  we  will  not  believe  it:  the  insignificant  sum  we 
charge  for  each  number  (a  paltry  shilling  per  month,)  cannot  for  a 
moment  weigh  with  the  utility  of  such  a  publication.  We  are  anxi- 
ous to  enlarge  the  Magazine  to  double  its  present  size,  and  if  yachts- 
men will  but  rally  round  us,  we  will  do  so.  We  respectftilly  and 
earnestly  say  to  our  subscribers  j^ay  up  !  promptitude  on  your  part 
ensures  punctuality  on  ours:  enlist  all  the  friends  you  can  in  our 
behalf,  get  them  to  subscribe  to  us,  assist  with  that  great  motive  power 
ike  pursCf  and  enable  us  to  meet  you  each  month  with  renewed 
vigour;  giving  you  good  articles,  artistic  illustrations,  and  sound  h 
formation. 

Let  any  yachtsman  look  over  his  items  of  expenditure  for  a  jen 
and  if  we  mistake  not  he  will  find  many  sums  more  unpiofitably  e 
pended  then  in  supporting  the  Yachting  Magazine:  let  him  refit 
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tliat  by  ike  small  annual  subscription  of  ttodm  shillings  he  is  aiding 
the  permantot  eslablisbment  of  a  monthly  organ,  solely  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  his  favorite  pastime;  let  him  make  it  ours  to  dis^ 
ehaige  our  obligations  therefore.  It  vill  be  strange  indeed  if  a  Maga- 
zine which  advocates  the  most-  noble  and  manly  of  British  sports, 
which  is  devoted  to  the  intercommunication  of  thoughts  and  opinions 
tending  to  fost^  and  cherish  that  maritime  spirit  which  is  the  proud 
boast  of  our  country^  will  not  meet  with  that  encouragement  which 
those  connected  with  it  will  endeavour  to  deserve,  and  hope  they  will 
receive. 

We  should  be  indeed  ungrateful  if  we  did  not  here  acknowledge 
the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  many  able  contributors,  who  without 
fee  or  reward,  have  hitherto  proved  staunch  friends  in  our  hour  of 
need:  our  pages  shall  be  always  open  to  them  with  a  hearty  welcome; 
but  we  must  say  a  few  words  more  anent  this  subject  to  our  readers. 
It  surely  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  talent  such  as  we  are 
desirous  of  securing,  can  be  induced  to  forgo  farther  reward*  than  the 
approbation  of  the  readers  of  our  Magazine:  reward  sweetens  kbour, 
even  the'  it  be  a  labour  of  love,  and  verily  the  labourer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,  (for  ourselves  we  are  content  if  we  clear  our  expenses,)  the 
capitalist,  be  he  ever  so  wealthy,  looks  forward  to  his  harvest  of  in- 
terest; the  time,  the  energy,  and  the  capabilities  of  the  literary  con- 
tributor constitute  his  capital,  and  is  as  equally  valuable  and  worthy 
of  interest:  take  the  most  successful  journal  or  periodical  of  the  day, 
what  has  achieved  their  success? — an  adequately  remunerated  staff 
of  contributors;  whose  intellect  and  energy  constitute  our  thews  and 
sinews;  and  it  shall  be  our  aim  and  object  to  share  the  fruits  of  our 
success  with  those  who  so  mainly  contribute  to  its  security. 

Our  Universal  Tacht  List  shall  this  year  undergo  strict  revision, 
as  we  find  that  notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  on  our  own  part, 
and  that  also  of  the  efficient  secretaries  of  the  various  Boyal  Yacht 
Clubs,  inaccuracies  have  crept  in,  traceable  only  to  the  apathy  of 
yachtsmen  themselves. 

In  conclusion  we  say  to  you,  courteous  reader, — respond  to  our 
peal!  and  thereby  justify  our  confident  anticipations;  let  your  ap- 
^bation  encourage,  and  your  support  enable  us  to  navigate  our 
^le  ship  successfully.  We  have  enrolled  a  worthy  crew  for  our 
ise  in  1856,  lend  your  influence  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
^  object;  our  little  bark  is  again  launched  on  her  twelve  months' 
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voyage;  to  each  and  all  we  say  we  labour  to  secure  your  good  wishes; 
they  are  our  trade  winds,  our.  &youiing  gales,  let  us  have  them,  and 
we  shall  return  to  you  freights  of  the  literature  of  the  sea. 

"And  tomes  on  tomes  of  fimcy  and  of  power, 
To  cheer  your  heaviest,  warm  your  hdiest  hour.** 


YACHT  MEASUREMENT. 

Oj  all  yachting  topics  of  the  present  day,  that  of  yacht  measure- 
ment is  the  most  unsatis&ctory.  It  is  one  that  demands  the  imme- 
diate and  special  consideration  of  yachtsmen ;  and  also  the  strictest 
&imess,  and  unerring  certainty:  for  our  present  system  lacks  both. 
It  is  objectionably  assailable  on  all  points ;  because  so  varied,  and 
open  to  deception.  Will  no  one  come  forward  with  a  new  and  in- 
disputable suggestion?  Has  no  yachtsman  among  the  iwehe  hun^ 
dred  names  in  Huni*8  Universal  Yachi  Listy  sufficient  ingenuity  to 
devise  some  good  and  thoroughly  applicable  method  of  yacht  mea- 
surement, worthy  of  adoption  by  all  the  yacht  clubs  in  the  kingdom? 
Let  us  hope  that  some  ingenious  sailor-yachtsman  has  a  scheme  in 
embryo,  to  which  he  purposes  giving  early  birth.  Let  not  another 
season  of  conAisicm,  uncertainty,  and  unsatis&ctory  tonnage  admea- 
surement await  us,  without  an  effort  to  establish  one  less  objection- 
able than  our  present:  it  is  positively  disreputable  to  the  promotcars 
of  yachting,  to  go  on  from  year  to  year  in  such  a  plodding  system  of 
unfairness;  so  prejudicial  to  improvement  in  building ;  and  so  dis- 
couraging to  match  sailing.  How  can  we  have  yachts  qualified  to 
sail  in  the  matches  of  different  clubs,  whilst  each  club  has  its  own  pe- 
culiar system  of  admeasurement,  advantageous  to  some  forms  of  huU, 
and  utterly  disadvantageous  to  others  ?  Truly  the  yacht  that  has 
stood  the  brunt  of  the  various  systems  best,  is  the  Phantom ;  but 
even  this  celebrated  clipper  has  severely  felt  the  inconvenience  at- 
tending the  different  methods  of  estimating  tonnage.  By  way  of  ex- 
ample let  us  just  revert  to  the  actual  admeasurement  of  a  few  of  the 
racing  craft  under  the  old  system,  and  compare  it  with  some  of  the 
new  methods  adopted  in  various  clubs. 

The  Phantom,  for  instance,  measures  but  twenty-five  tons  under 
the  old  system ;  or  that  adopted  by  the  Welsh  and  Northern  Yacht 
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dubs.  By  the  Thames  Club  new  meamiremeni  she  is  twenty-seven 
tons,  and  by  the  London  G^ib  thirty-one  (cms. 

The  Kitten  under  the  old  measurement  is  but  ten  tons:  by  die 
new  measurement  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club  she  is  twelve  tons, 
and  by  the  London  Yacht  Club  fourteen^ 

The  Vampire  a  fifteen  ton  yacht  under  the  old  method  of  mea* 
surement;  but  by  the  new  system  of  die  Thames  Taeht  Club  she  is 
dghteen  tons,  and  by  the  London  Tacht  Club  twenty  tons. 

These  are  a  few  examples  of  the  glaring  double-fecedness  under 
which  racing  yachts  of  the  present  day  are  compelled  to  sail  in 
the  different  clubs;  and  unless  somebodv  comes  forward  with  a  more 
simple  and  general  system  of  admeasurement,  we  opine  that  sailing 
matches  will  be  more  scantily  attended  by  racing  yachts  than  ever. 

How  is  it  possible  to  build  a  yacht  to  meet  so  many  changes  fairly, 
with  credit  to  herself  and  satisfaction  to  the  builder  and  owner? 
The  more  we  look  into  the  numerous  objections  to  so  many  differ^it 
systems  of  tonnage  admeasurement  the  more  adverse  we  are,  and  the 
more  loudly  must  we  exclaim  against  them« 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  members  of  those  clubs  who  have 
abeady  adopted  a  new  system  of  admeasurement :  we  venture  to 
offer  the  following  suggestion  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  man* 
s^;ers  of  all  the  Yacht  Clubs  in  the  kingdom,  viz:-^ 

That  a  prize  of  one  hundred  gtmeM  be  offered,  for  the  best  and 
most  approved  method  of  yacht-racing  tonnage  admeasurement. 
It  being  understood  that  the  prize  should  not  be  awarded,  unless  the 
qrstem  is  considered  worthy  of  general  adoption,  in  every  Yacht  Club 
offering  prizes  for  competition,  by  yachts  of  any  other  dub. 

It  is  confidently  anticipated  diat  if  such  a  reward  were  offered,  it 
would  be  sufficient  inducement  to  call  forth  the  talents  and  energies 
of  many  distinguished  yachtsmen,  yacht  builders,  and  mathemati- 
dans;  and  we  venture  to  assert,  that,  we  believe  with  entire  success. 

The  prize  money  may  be  considered  too  small ;  if  so  let  it  be  itpo 
hundred  guineas  instead  of  (me,  and  we  feel  sure  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  raising  the  amount  by  a  voluntary  subscription  firom  the 
members  of  each  club. 

A  public  meeting  should  be  called  in  London ;  inviting  yachtsmen 
xf  different  Clubs  to  be  present;  when  the  subject  might  be  dis- 
sofised ;  and  a  committee  of  the  most  experienced  yachtsmen  selected 
Srom  Ae  various  clubs  to  carry  out  so  important  a  proposition. 
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We  offer  these  saggesti(ms :  not  the  mere  chimera  of  ^tistical  in- 
yention,  but  the  matured  condiusions  of  a  well  considered^  and  highly 
desirable  project;  which  we  lay  before  the  yachting  world  with  every 
confidence  that  it  will  meet  with  able  and  considerable  competition ; 
if  judiciously  managed,  and  spiritedly  undertaken:  moreover,  we 
firmly  believe  it  to  be  the  only  means  of  obtaining  the  desired  object, 
and  we  know  not  until  the  day  of  competition  arrives,  but  that  many 
a  simple  plan  of  admeasurement  can  be  suggested  that  will  bid  de- 
fiance to  imposition,  and  render  the  disdainful  practice  of  shifting 
ballast  entirely  unnecessary. 

The  system  of  trimming  ballast  during  yacht  racing  is  gradually 
becoming  discountenanced;  and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  it  is  confi- 
dently anticipated  be  absolutely  abolished.  We  now  only  want  a  sim- 
ple and  xmiversal  system  of  admeasurement,  and  the  improvement  in 
racing  yachts  would  be  decidedly  extensive.  Trimming  baHast  was 
first  introduced  when  the  tonnage  cheating  system  b^an  ;  and  the 
reason  is  obvious:  a  class  of  long  narrow  vessels  with  immense  over- 
hanging stems  required  some  artificial  means  to  enable  them  to  stand 
up  to  their  canvas,  or  how  could  a  yacht  with  a  keel  suitable  for  a 
ten  tenner,  and  a  deck  amply  sufficient  for  one  of  fifteen  tons,  carry 
the  extra  pressure  of  sails  and  spars? 

A  consecutive  train  of  letters  appeared  in  BdFs  Life  about  two 
years  ago,  complaining  of  the  vexatious  question  of  measurement, 
and  calling  loudly  for  a  new  system,  worthy  of  being  adopted  in  all 
the  yacht  clubs.  The  whole  of  those  arguments  have  brought  about 
no  beneficial  results,  and  we  are  still  steering  on  with  the  same  un- 
certainty that  attends  the  mariners'  compass  in  iron  vessels.  A 
remedy  has  been  found  for  the  latter,  by  a  talented  engineer,  Mr. 
Thomas  Allan  of  Edinburgh;  who  in  a  clear  and  able  pamphlet  on 
the  subject,  points  out  the  cause  of  error,  and  lays  before  the  world 
the  result  of  an  ingenious  but  simple  invention,  whereby  the  compass- 
needle  may  be  adjusted  with  the  same  degree  of  certainty  aboard  an 
iron  vessel,  as  a  wooden  one. 

To  suggest  an  improved  system  of  yacht-measurement  is  infinitely 
more  simple,  and  far  less  open  to  obstacles,  than  was  the  apparently 
uncontrollable  difficulty  of  the  compass-needle.  Any  man  tolerably 
skilled  in  mathematics,  and  possessing  some  slight  knowledge  of  ship 
or  yacht  building,  will  be  capable  of  devising  a  scheme  of  new  ad- 
measurement: it  is  therefore  anticipated  that  if  our  suggestion  bo 
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coontenanced  by  the  members  of  the  various  yacht  clubs,  the  best 
talent  will  not  only  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  but  con- 
siderable competition  will  be  offered  for  the  prize*  Let  not  the 
subject  grow  cold  fifom  n^lect  or  want  of  energy,  but  let  those  who 
are  most  interested  in  the  wel^e  of  the  noble  pastime  be  the  first 
to  bestir  themselyes.  We  are  ourselves  members  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Boyal  Y^t  Clubs  m  the  kingdom,  and  feel  assured  that  we 
speak  the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  its  members  when  we  a£Srm 
that  thqr  woidd  readily  consent  to  contribute  towards  a  prize  for  so 
laudable  a  project. 

The  old  system  is  (as  the  lawyers  say,)  in  the  words  and  figures 
following  (viz.) 

^*  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  tonnage  of  yachts,  the  rule 
of  admeasurement  shall  be  as  follows  (viz.)  The  length  shall  be 
taken  on  a  straight  line  along  the  rabbet  of  the  keel,  firom  the  back 
of  the  main  stem-*post  to  a  perpendicular  line  £rom  the  fore  part  to 
the  main  stem  under  the  bowsprit,  from  which,  substracting  three^ 
fifths  of  the  breadth,  the  remainder  shall  be  esteemed  the  just  length 
of  the  keel,  to  find  the  tonnage;  and  the  breadth  shall  be  taken  firom 
the  outside  of  the  outside  plank,  from  the^broadest  part  of  the  yacht; 
then  multiply  the  length  of  the  keel  by  the  breadth  so  taken,  and 
that  product  by  half  the  breadth,  and  dividing  the  whole  by  ninety- 
four,  the  quotient  shall  be  deemed  the  true  contents  of  the  tonnage." 
It  is  evident  that  this  system  may  be  evaded,  and  indeed  it  has 
been  to  an  unfair  and  alarming  extent,  of  which  abundant  proo& 
are  still  extant;  therefore  a  less  objectionable  one  is  anxiously  looked 
for,  one  that  wiU  give  ample  scope  for  the  builder  to  display  his 
genius,  without  tampering  with  tiie  laws  of  tonnage  measurement; 
and  one  that  will  tend  to  produce  a  class  of  serviceable  yachts,  not 
ififerior  in  point  of  speed,  safety,  accommodation,  comfort,  and  beau- 
tifol  appearance,  but  superior  in  all  these  important  heads. 

It  is  truly  preposterous  to  look  back  on  some  of  the  productions 
of  the  past  few  years.  Yachts  built  solely  for  racing  purposes,  have 
lieen  found  almost  useless  as  pleasure  yachts.  We  have  seen  one 
'  two  instances  where  a  yacht  has  been  very  successful  for  the  first 
d  second  seasons,  and  then  some  new  racing  craft  has  turned  up 
d  eclipsed  it  completely,  and  this  entirely  from  the  fact  of  some 
Tal  builder  having  discovered  a  system  of  cheating  the  tonnage  to 
jreater  extent  than  ever,  by  building  a  yacht  to  all  appearances 
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much  larger  than  her  actual  admeasurement;  say  for  example  ^ee9> 
tona^  but  in  point  of  fact  only  ten. 

The  yacht  Eatten  is  an  extravagant  instance  of  the  tonni^e  cheat- 
ing system,  but  not  more  so  than  the  Vampire.  Most  of  these  rakish 
yachts  trim  ballast  in  sailing  matches  where  it  is  not  prohibited,  and 
their  best  point  of  sailing  is  with  a  free  or  side  wind. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  our  suggestions  will  meet  with  merited 
attention ;  and  that  an  early  meeting  will  be  called  to  carry  out  the 
proposal  of  offering  a  prize  for  competition,  for  it  would  be  better  for 
every  club  to  go  back  to  the  old  system  of  admeasurement,  than  to 
have  so  many  different  ones  as  at  the  present  day. 

It  is  not  discussion  we  require  on  the  subject,  as  such  has  already 
been  had,  without  any  real  benefit  arising  from  it ;  but  let  us  per- 
form at  once,  for  yachtsmen  generally  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  yachting  and  yacht-building, 
that  one  simple  and  unerring  system  of  measurement  should  be 
universally  adopted. 


THE  OLD  YEAR. 


What  solemn  voice  ii  spealdng 

Strange  and  mystic  echoes  waking 
In  the  human  heart; 

What  can  canse  that  magic  spell  ? 

'Tis  the  dying  year's  fkreweU ! 
Mortal,  doth  thy  spirit  start. 
As  the  finger  it  raises  in  sorrowAil  token. 
Of  warnings  unheeded  and  promises  broken? 
See  it  points  to  the  yard  where  the  new  sodded  grave 
Holds  the  crumbling  remains  of  the  mighty  and  brarc} 
And  it  soomfoUy  laughs  at  humanity's  pride. 
For  the  peer  and  the  peasant  Ue  there  side  by  side. 
The  marble  recordeth  the  nobleman's  birth, 
And  the  peasant  sleeps  soundly  'neath  daisy  clad  earth; 
But  costliest  tomb  is  less  ralue  by  fax 
Than  the  heart  broken  sob  and  the  agonised  tear 
That  scalds  the  pale  cheek  and  conyulses  the  breast, 
When  the  poor  man  is  borne  to  his  last  home  of  rest 
Oh  I  the  dying  year  tells  us  in  accents  so  deep, 
Be  ready,  ye  also  in  death  moat  soon  sleep. 
Ntymt  Hoiits,  Rffde.  FAinrr. 
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-  Bobott  but  not  hdrooleaa,  to  the  sight. 
Mo  gtaot  fhuMMls  fbrthhft  oommon  holght ; 
Tet,  in  the  whole,  who  paased  to  look  again. 
Saw  more  than  marks  the  crowd  of  rnlgar  men  j 
They  gaae  and  aoairtf  how,  and  stUl  oonfeis 
That  thofl  itls,  bnt  why  tbej  cannot  gnees.- 
San-boRit  his  cfaeA,  his  forehead  high  and  pale 
The  saUe  enils  In  wild  proftuion  Tett ; 
And  oft  perforce  his  rising  lips  rereals 
The  bangfatier  thoqgfat  it  curia,  bat  aearae  conoeala. 
Thoogh  smooth  pua  Tciee»  and  calm  his  general  mien. 
Still  seems  there  something  he  woold  not  hare  seen ; 
ms  ftatarsa  deepening  Unee  and  TarTing  hoe 
At  times  attracted  jet  p«rplez*d  the  view. 
As  If  within  that  mnrkiness  of  mind 
WorkM  fteUaes  feHM,  and  jet  nndaSnedt 
Snch  might  it  be,  that  none  could  tmlj  tell— 
Too  dose  inqnirj  his  stem  glance  would  quell. 
There  brealhe  but  fow  whose  a^MOt  might  defy 
The  AiU  enooimter  of  his  iwarrJiing  eje." 

TSB  COBSAIB. 

«*LooK  at  that  rime,  weU!"  ezdaimed  the  meny  hearted  Maurice 
O'Oonnell,  as  he  pulled  up  his  spirited  pair  of '  chesnuts'  alongside 
of  a  hi^  block,  which  stood  upon  a  little  grassy  plateau,  level  as  a 
bowling-green:  it  was  indeed  a  strange  looking  block  of  stone,  up- 
leaied  on  that  little  plain,  and  one  almost  involuntarily  associated  it 
with  some  dark  and  fearful  tale.  The  western  traveller  may  still  see 
it  standing  to  the  left  of  Ballinskellig's  Bay  on  the  road  to;Daziynane 
Abbey. 

^ISow  shipmates!*'  continued  Maurice  «<  you  shall  have 

Shf  ftfgenH  of  the  Afamar)>*0  Alanee 

**  I  would  be  afraid  to  say  how  many  years  ago  it  is  now,  but  when 

I  was  a  boy  it  was  a  tradition  in  this  country,  that  upon*  one  fine 

' — ing  morning  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  were  aroused  by  loud  and 

stant  firing  at  sea;  for  some  hours  the  cause  was  uncertain,  but 

length  two  vessels  engaged  in  mortal  combat  drew  in  with  the  land: 

was  a  Spanish  brigantine  of  great  beauty,  evidently  more  a  vessel 

>leasure  than  of  trade;  the  other  was  a  French  privateer  schooner 

large  size,  and  fiill  of  men.    It  was  quite  evident  that  the  Spaniard 

a  1.— VOL.  V,  c 
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was  overmatched,  but  he  fought  his  ship  nobly ;  and  his  deficiency 
in  guns  or  men  amply  made  up  by  his  splendid  seamanship :  with  a 
fine  rattling  breeze  he  worked  the  little  ^brigantine'  like  a  child's  toy, 
and  between  hard  fighting  and  skilful  tactics  the  shades  of  evening 
drew  on  without  the  Frenchman  attempting  to  gain  footing  on  his 
deck:  the  Frenchman  saw  the  dusky  clouds  rolling  up  the  sky  with 
undisguised  joy ;  his  prey  was  now  secure*  as  he  was  sure  of  boarding 
him  during  the  darkness  of  night:  the  most  hawk-eyed  look-outs  in 
the  schooner  were  stationed  to  keep  the  brigantine  in  view;  and  as 
daylight  left  the  heavens*  the  two  vessels  were  still  working  in-shore 
watching  each  other's  movements  ynAt  the  eyes  of  eagles  and  ferod^ 
of  tigers.  Three  times  had  the  Frenchman  his  boats  manned  that- 
night,  and  as  often  they  returned  from  a  fruitless  search:  just  as  the 
last  man  gained  the  deck  the  brigantine  glided  out  of  the  gloom,  and 
crossing  the  schooner's  stem,  delivered  a  murderous  fire  along  her 
decks:  to  jump  into  the  boat  again  was  the  work  of  a  moment;  but 
it  was  useless ;  'ere  boat-hook  or  grappling-iron  could  touch  her  she 
had  vanished.  Enraged  by  the  loss  of  his  best  and  bravest,  and 
confounded  by  the  desperate  bravery  and  consummate  skill,  of  what 
he  had  anticipated  would  prove  an  easy  victim,  the  Frenchman  swore 
a  fearftd  oaA  that  he  would  chase  that  Spanish  brigaatine  until  the 
Day  of  Judgment. 

«  EOb  crew  heard  the  unholy  vow  with  a  shudder,  petchanee  they 
vemembeted  the  &fee  of  ihe  FljHb^;  Dutchman. 

'*  The  morning  light  had  scarcely  dawned  wii^  maiiy  an  eager 
eye,  both  ashord  and  afloat  sought  out  the  respective  poations  of  tbe 
eombabaats^  the  schooner  was  there  but  the  brigantme  was  gpmei 
Three  days  and  three  nights  the  raging  Frenchman  cruised  up  and 
down  the  coast,  searching  every  little  creeks  bay,  or  nKd&-bonndhav«n: 
he  felt  that  it  could  be  impossible  that  the  brigantine  could  have  got 
so  clear  off  before  the  %ht  of  day  had  broken ;  in  some  nook  or 
nndar  the  lee  of  some  headland  she  must  have  found  shdter  and 
ooncealm^t;  and  with  a  rover*s  cunning  he  determined  likewise  to 
seek  a  hiding  place,  until  the  luckless  brigantine  should  be  tempted 
forth  agiun.    Now  lads,  you  see  from  where  we  stand  the  little  heat 
land  on  the  port  entrance  to  Ballinskellig's  Bay;  behind  it  you  nu 
observe  the  littte  sheltered  bay,  where  a  vessel  might  lie  until  Doom& 
day  without  a  passing  cruiser  being  aware  of  her  vicinity:  many  an 
many  ifi  the  hard  gale  of  wind  I  have  ridden  out  under  the  lee  < 
that  very  point,  sheltered  and  secure. 
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**Well  mj  \mrtBt  die  FnndunAn  swept  imo  that  very  bay  ihait 
BOW  fies  60  peacefully  before  you^  and  lo!  thefelay  timideiKtical  brig- 
antiiie,  lookiDg  as  widbad  and  deCenaiiied  as  ever  s  with  aboatB  of 
iaTage  glee  the  Frenchman  msimed  his  boats*  detjnnuned  to  carry 
by  boarding  her  at  her  anchors,  but  the  wary  Spaniard  aaticipat^|i 
the  raancBuvre  and  played  him  a  crafty  trick;  slipping  his  anchoBS 
he  stood  out  into  the  middle  of  the  bay,  and  ho?e-to,  with  his  broad- 
side to  the  entrance^  in  such  shallow  water  that  the  schooner  could 
not  work  round  him,  and  leaving  him  the  only  altematiye  of  running 
akn^de  and  fighting  him  yard-arm  and  yard-arm: — the  Frenchman 
was  not  sk)w  in  accepting  the  challenge  of  his  daring  fi)e,  and  many 
a  biave  man  held  his  l»eath  as  the  wicked  lo<^g  schooner  ranged 
op  aknggidft  o(  her  victim :  the  first  grappling  iron  had  scarcely 
left  the  deck,  wbei^  a  teitific  ezplosion  rent  the  air;  the  white  splint- 
ets,  flew  m  clouds  firom  the  deck  of  the  schooner^  and  the  wild  shriek 
rfaaguiah  smothered  the  deep  groan  of  death:  **JW — Sacr&^Mon 
Diem  /—iW— bellowed  forth  the  infuriated  commander ;  a  fisarful 
fire  answered  the  &tal  broadside  of  the  brigantine;  but  it  struck  a 
desested  ship,  the  fipanish  crew  with  their  gidlant  commander  were 
in  their  boats,  stretdung  out  with  swee[ttng  strokes  to  gain  the  shore, 
and  as  the  French  boarders  gained  the  deck  of  the  deserted  ship, 
a  fierce  column  of  smoke  and  flame  issued  from  bdow;  with  hoarse 
dies  of  cage  and  despair  they  backed  the  schooner  off  just  in  time  to 
save  her;  and  then  taking  to  their  boats  swept  along  fast  upon  the 
tcadk  of  the  flying  Spaniards :  it  was  now  a  race  of  life  and  death 
far  the  Frenchman  numbered  vastly  more  men.  The  Spaniards  as 
they  gained  the  beach  took  right  up  the  rugged  heights  you  see 
befiM  you,  and  with  guerrilla-like  precision  thinned  the  ranks  of 
their  pursuers  tnm  behind  each  rock  and  mound ;  their  stately  com- 
maoder  eneourag^  them  by  his  example  and  animating  by  his  voice : 
be  was  a  noUe  looking  man,  and  notwithstanding  the  irritation  of 
'wwinds  received  during  the  combat,  he  bore  himself  like  a  true  brave: 
he  had  wound  round  his  waist,  a  huge  leathern  pouch;  and  whatever 
^  contained  it  seemed  sadly  to  impede  his  movem^ts.  Upon  gain- 
;  the  little  plain  we  now  stand  upon,  and  which  was  then  on  a  level 
di  the  top  of  llus  huge  rock,  he  signalled  his  men  to  fly  to  the 
oosile  h^ght;  he  was  left  akme,  but  only  two  Frenchmen  appeared 
sr  the  ridge,  who  immediately  commenced  a  hot  pursuit  after  him: 
\  strength  was  fast  foiling  him  when  he  reached  this  identical  stone, 
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he  looked  to  the  north,  to  the  east,  to  the  west,  and  to  the  south; 
and  hastily  diyesting  himself  of  his  cumbrons  girdle,  he  deposited  it 
in  a  creyice  at  the  south  side  of  the  rock  which  was  oveigrown  with 
mountain  briar :  turning  upon  his  track  he  confronted  his  pursuers, 
leading  them  back  step  by  step  as  he  acted  upon  the  defensive  until 
be  got  them  on  the  flat  top  of  this  very  rock,  when  with  the  wild 
cry  of  a  demon  he  rushed  upon  them ;  clove  one  to  the  shoulders, 
and  ran  the  other  through  the  heart,  and  the  hapless  Frenchmen 
bathed  its  rugged  surface  with  their  life's  blood;  turning  he  fled  with 
the  speed  of  a  mountain  stag  and  as  quickly  disappeared;  and  when 
the  discomfitted  privateer's  men  reached  the  green  sward,  they  found 
it  tenanted  oiily  by  the  lifeless  bodies  of  their  luckless  shipmates. 

**  Well,  my  lads,  year  after  year  rolled  by,  and  the  tradition  of  die 
gallant  Spanish  cruiser,  and  the  ferocious  privateer,  had  been  engrafted 
into  our  nursery  rhymes.  Few  there  were  who  would  dare  <he 
vicinity  of  the  Spaniard's  Stone  after  nightfall ;  for  superstition  had 
it  that  when  the  rays  of  the  pale  moon  glinted  along  the  top  of  the 
rock,  unearthly  combatants  were  seen  engaged  in  ghastly  strife,  and 
the  benighted  wa]r&rer  would  sooner  labour  round  the  crest  of  yon 
mountain,  than  take  the  level  road  which  leads  by  the  Spaniard's 
Stone. 

**  'Tis  some  years  now  gone  past,  and  my  fether  had  come  down 
to  recruit  himself  at  Darrynane  Abbey.  The  old  Abbqr  was  fall  to 
the  rooftops,  for  he  was  never  so  happy  as  when  he  had  cheery  fiuses 
about  him  :  it  was  his  custom  to  retire  tesiff,  fevorito  summer-house, 
some  time  during  each  day,  there  to  read  and  meditate;  he  was 
thus  occupied  on  one  morning,  when  the  old  butler  brought  him  a 
card  and  some  letters  of  introduction,  and  informed  him  that  a 
foreign  gentleman  awaited  him  at  the  Abbey. 

««The  card  bore  a  name  which  I  now  forget,  but  we  shall  call  it, 
*Don  Manuel  de  Ximenes,'  the  letters  were  from  Grandees  of  Spain, 
introducing  him  to  my  father's  care  in  a  tour  he  was  making  in  that 
part  of  Ireland,  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  everything  that  could  be 
done  to  render  our  Spanish  visitors  stay  agreeable,  was  put  in  force  * 
but  he  seemed  possessed  of  a  strange  mania  for  roaming  about  t 
country  by  himself,  so  my  father  placed  his  stable  at  his  dispoe 
with  a  trusty  henchman  to  guide  him ;  and  we  saw  but  little  of  ti 
gloomy  Don :  at  length  one  evening  he  returned  with  gieat  hast 
and  an  apparent  joy,  which  he  took  little  pains  to  conceal,  pervade 
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hift  features ;  we  looked  upon  the  changed  demeanour  of  our  guest 
with  no  small  astonishment,  from  being  sad  and  gloomy  he  had  be- 
come vivacious  and  agreeable :  in  the  morning  he  sought  a  private 
interview  with  my  father,  taking  him  by  both  hands  he  thanked  him 
warmly  for  his  hospitality ;  and  now!  said  he  *My  kind  host  read  for 
yourself  and  you  will  judge  of  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  you  !* 

"  My  &ther  took  aQ  antiquated  document  in  his  hand,  which  pur- 
ported to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Don  Ferdinand-de- 
Ximenes;  to  his  great  astonishment  he  read  line  for  line,  as  part  of 
it,  the  legend  which  had  become  almost  forgotten  in  the  country ;  it 
pointed  out  unmistakeably  dear  and  plain  th^  rock  upon  which  he 
had  slain  the  privateers,  and  concluded  by  a  s^leom  injunction  to 
some  one  of  his  descendants,  to  proceed  to  Ireland,  to  the  locali^  so 
dearly  pointed  out  m  his  will ;  and  that  there  in  a  crevice  of  the 
south  side  of  that  rock  they  would  find  a  leathern  girdle  containing 
the  &mily  jewels  of  the  house  of  Ximenes. 

**  And  did  you  find  them  ?  "  Was  the  eager  and  almost  breath- 
less enquiry. 

^*  Unfolding  an  ancient  girdle  the  young  Spaniard  displayed  a 
gorgeous  collection  of  the  richest  jewels,  with  a  goodly  sum  in 
doubloons  and  double  pistoles. 

**  That  evening  Don  Manuel  took  his  departure :  the  day  or  two 
after,  the  story  of  the  treasures  got  at  the  Spaniard's  Stone  became 
raised  about ;  hundreds  of  the  country  people  repaired  to  the  £1 
Dorado,  and  upwards  of  seven  feet  of  solid  earth  was  dug  off  this 
grass  green  plain,  in  the  fruitless  search  for  buried  treasure.  The 
terrors  of  the  phantom  Frenchmen  were  fiirgotten,  and  that  strange 
old  rock  is  the  only  memorial  left  of  the  long  hidden  valuables  of  the 
Spanish  Don.** 
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BT  TOMMY  BLUFFBOW. 


CHAPTER  11. 

;  the  boat  accident  with  my  grandfather  m  the  ^<  Swallow,"  I  felt 

yself  quite  a  sailor,  and  found  my  schoolfellows  thought  more  of  my 
jatiDg  experience  than  ever  ;  queries  as  to  names  of  ropes  and  other 
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MBlical  phraseology  were  nbmd  to  iii%  and  after  I  became  abiohite 
owner  of  the  Swallow  I  oocanonally  took  some  of  my  personal  firienda 
with  me  in  my  summer  excursions  on  the  rirer. 

As  time  rolled  on«  my  ideas  grew  with  my  stature,  and  I  began  to 
think  I  required  a  larger  boat.  I  had  left  school,  and  consequently  had 
more  time  on  my  hands  than  oyer*  I  therefore  set  my  mind  on  a  little 
kalf'deeker,  but  how  was  I  to  manage  the  money  ?  that  was  the  ques- 
tion. My  grandfather  had  left  me  a  small  fortune,  but  I  had  no  power 
over  it  whilst  under  age  ;  and  I  felt  sure  my  father  would  object  to 
humour  my  eztrayagance.  However,  I  called  on  the  builder,  and  tdd 
him  exactly  what  I  had  set  my  heart  on,  and  the  difficulty  before  me  of 
getting  my  fiithei^s  consent  to  advance  tiie  money.  He  a|^»eared  to 
undentand  the  whole  matter  at  a  glanee  ;  and  after  a  few  minutes  eon<^ 
sideration,  told  me  he  would  make  a  model  of  a  little  six  ton  yadit^ 
merely  for  my  inspection,  and  then  I  could  do  as^I  liked  about  app^omff 
ity  or  bmldiag  from  it»  as  that  preliminary  step  would  be  no  expenae  to 
me.  I  was  highly  delighted  with  this  idea*  and  begged  he  would  do  bo^ 
but  particularly  requested  him  to  keep  my  secret  until  I  saw  a  proper 
opportunity  of  broaching  it  to  my  father.  In  the  course  of  a  week  tho 
builder  had  completed  the  model,  and  after  I  had  seen  it  I  was  ten  timee 
more  anuous  than  ever  to  build  from  it.  I  had  not  a  fault  to  find,  on 
the  contrary  it  quite  took  my  fancy,  and  I  thought  a  bona-Jide  yacht 
built  exactly  after  its  form,  would  outsail  anything  of  its  size  on  the 
river.  And  then  to  think  what  an  envious  position  I  should  occupy,  to 
have  the  festest  little  yacht  in  the  place.  I  went  to  bed  diat  night,  but 
not  to  sleep  ;  my  thoughts  were  too  intense  upon  the  little  model.  I 
had  thought  of  a  plan  too,  of  broaching  the  subject  to  my  ikther  ;  so 
directly  after  breakfast  away  I  went  to  have  another  look  at  that  duek 
of  a  model,  and  then  I  told  the  btnlder  what  part  I  wanted  him  to  act 
in  the  ceremony. 

As  good  luck  would  have  it,  on  the  evening  of  that  very  day,  whilst 
sitting  with  my  father  and  mother,  I  mustered  my  courage,  and  the 
following  conversation  took  place. 

*<  I  had  a  nice  sail  to  day  father,  but  young  Allen  the  builder  says  I 
ought  to  have  a  safer  boat,  the  Swallow  is  not  large  enough  for  me  now. 
He  thinks  that  as  I  have  left  school,  and  go  out  oftener  than  formerly, 
it  would  be  prudent  to  have  a  little  craft  with  a  half-deck,  as  young 
Allen  says  it  would  be  safer,  a  half-decker  will  not  upset  so  readily  as  an 
open  boat." 

*' I  hope  you  have  not  met  with  an  accident  with  the  Swallow 
Tommy  ?  "  said  my  fether. 

*<  Oh  no,  father,"  said  I,  **  but  what  Allen  means,  is,  that  he  is  anxiou^i 
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to  avoid  my  meeting  with  one,  and  my  gnmdfcther  baji  often  told  me 
the  Swalloir  was  too  narrow  ffr  sailing,  except  in  very  fine  weather/' 

**  Bat  your  grandfather  used  to  sail  her  in  a  gale,  did  he  not  ?  **  sud 
my  Mher. 

I  replied  "  yes,  but  he  was  a  real  sailor,  and  one  of  the  most  ex* 
perienoed  men  in  a  boat  that  ever  lived/' 

**  Well  Tommy,  Til  see  yoong  Allen  in  the  mormng,  and  hear  what 
he  says,"  smd  my  &ther. 

Now  that  the  iee  was  broken  I  began  to  feel  sangnine,  and  slept 
toondly  on  the  subject 

The  result  of  my  £Bither*s  interview  with  young  Allen  terminated  in 
aa  wder  to  build  a  safe  and  useful  little  yadit,  as  nearly  resembling  the 
model  as  possible.  I  had  now  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  dearest  wish 
I  had  on  earth,  and  felt  that  when  I  once  got  my  litde  yacht  afloat,  I 
should  be  the  happiest  fellow  in  the  world.  I  watched  the  progress  of 
the  builder  as  day  by  day  I  spent  hours  in  his  yard  ;  almost  every  nail 
tfmt  was  driven,  and  every  plank  joined,  (rom  the  first  laying  down  of 
the  keel  to  the  completion  of  the  craft,  was  performed  under  my  own 
iospeetion. 

Toung  AUen  was  a  clever  and  obliging  man,  and  I  whispered  to  lum 
Aat  I  hoped  he  would  deok  her  entirely  and  put  as  much  speed  in  her  as 
possiUe*  He  promised  to  do  so,  and  I  really  believe  he  exerted  his  best 
sidOy  for  when  completed  I  thought  her  perfection  itself.  And  now  for 
her  nsme.  I  rssolved  on  calling  her  the  '^Harebell."  I  chose  die  wofd 
htHre  for  her  speed,  and  beUe  for  her  beautiful  appearance :  and  as  the 
two  words  formed  the  name  of  a  flower  I  admbed,  I  thought  it  a  Teiy 
appropriate  name. 

The  all  important  day  having  arrived  on  which  the  Harebell  was  to 

gttde  from  the  builder^s  yard  into  her  ftiture  element,  I  called  my 

&ther  to  witness  the  ceremony,  when  he  expressed  lumself  highly  satis* 

fled  with  the  appearance  of  Uie  yacht ;  but  insisted  on  my  having  two 

able  hands  to  sail  with  me  for  the  first  week,  or  until  I  had  become 

th<nt>ughly  acquainted  with  her.     Of  course  I  had  no  oljeotion  to  that 

request.     It  was  not  many  days  after  the  launch,  that  she  was  ballasted, 

rigged,  and  pronounced  ready  for  sea.    I  therefore  took  two  active  young 

sailors  witfi  me,  and  we  had  a  glorrous  sail  on  the  first  occasion  ;  but 

ere   cautious    with  our  canvas  until   dioroughly  acquainted  with 

v.    We  used  our  endeavours  to  diseover  if  she  had  any  bad  habits 

KKzt  her,  but  found  none  $  she  appeared  quick  in  stays,  quksk  off  wind^ 

id  an  out-and"Onter  to  go  to  windward.     In  the  course  of  a  fortniglit, 

tring  which  period  we  had  tried  her  in  light  winds  and  heavy,  and  in 

jiooth  and  rough  water,  we  had  every  reason  to  be  highly  satisfied 
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with  her  perfornunoet^  having  beaten  evecy  thing  of  her  tonnage  we  &U 
in  withy  and  many  others  of  nearly  double  the  siae* 

I  now  felt  the  greatest  oonfidenoe  in  my  little  clipper  ;  which,  with 
my  love  of  yachting,  increased  as  I  almost  daily  spread  my  canvas:  and 
I  thought  my  Harebell  a  match  for  anything  of  her  size  that  could  be 
built. 

It  happened  about  ihree  months  after  I  had  become  a  yachtsman,  that 
a  yonng  fellow  named  Bob  EUurt,  whom  I  had  long  known,  and  who  had 
as  great  a  liking  to  the  water  as  myself  suddenly  launched  a  new  six* 
tonner,  as  a  rival  to  mine,  which  he  had  built  about  ten  or  twelve  milea 
from  our  neighbourhood  at  a  rival  yacht  builder^s.  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
''Stranger,"  (for  such  was  her  name,)  until  I  one  day  saw  a  strange  litde 
yacht ;  and  on  nearing  her  had  the  surprise  to  find  my  old  schoolfellow 
in  high  glee  with  a  bran  new  spanking  looking  yacht,  that  at  first 
sight  almost  shook  my  confidence  in  the  little  Ehrebell;  partioulariy 
when  we  hauled  our  wind  and  just  stood  on  a  tack  or  two,  and  it 
was  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  keep  to  windward  of  the  newly-built 
Stranger.  She  was  evidently  the  fastest  little  crafb  I  had  yet  euooun* 
tered,  and  when  I  considered,  that  as  she  was  but  just  launched,  and 
perh^  her  exact  trim  had  not  been  discovered,  I  felt  that  if  I  intended  « 
to  retain  my  position  as  leader  of  the  six-tonners,  I  must  look  to  my 
laurels  whenever  chance  should  throw  me  in  the  way  of  the  Stranger. 

The  next  that  I  heard  of  her  was  in  a  polite  letter  from  her  owner^ 
challenging  me  on  a  day  named,  to  a  saUing  match  iovfive  guineas, 
and  proposing  certain  terms  as  to  starting,  the  course  to  be  sailed,  and 
the  number  of  hands  aboard:  all  of  which  were  too  feir  to  be  objected  to 
on  my  part.  So  after  consideration  and  consultation  with  some  of  my 
sailor  friends,  I  wrote  and  accepted  the  challenge.  The  whole  proceed- 
ing I  must  add  was  entirely  unknown  to  my  friends  at  home,  for  I  fialt 
sure  they  would  not  approve  it,  and  I  on  the  other  hand  felt  that  it 
would  be  cowardly  on  my  part  to  decline  it;  and  another  thing  I  had  an 
idea  a  private  sailing  match  would  be  glorious  fun:  and  began  to  long 
for  the  appointed  day. 

The  eventfiil  morning  rose  wiih  a  wild  gale  from  north-west,  and 
heavy  river  swell:  and  when  my  eye  first  caught  sight  of  the  Harebell 
as  she  lay  at  her  moorings,  she  was  pitching  heavily  ;  and  I  could  then 
f(»etel  that  we  should  have  some  desperate  work  in  our  anticipatr^ 
match:  for  I  well  knew  Bob  Hart  would  make  a  gallant  struggle  wit 
the  Stranger,  'ere  he  succumbed  to  be  beaten  by  the  HarebelL 

The  crew  of  each  yacht  was  to  number  no  more  than  three,  ie., 
the  owner  o£  the  yacht,  and  two  others :  I  had  purposed  taking  th< 
helm,  and  acting  as  sailing-master  myself,  whilst  my  two  shipmates  at 
tended  the  saUs.    As  may  be  supposed,  an  early  consultation  was  belt 
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between  ut,  on  the  all  important  mornings,  as  to  the  prospect  before  us; 

we  weie  mlloonfident  in  the  powers  of  the  Harebell,  and  eager  for  the  race. 

Towards  noon  the  wind  increased,  and  there  was  no  mistake  about  its 

blowing  a  downright  heavy  gale.     The  time  lutd  amTed  to  go  aboard 

and  prepare,  it  looked  an  ugly  day,  and  we  examined  every  rope  and 

apar,  and  found  them  sound  and  seaworthy;  and  now  to  set  a  bit  of 

canvas,  and  run  down  to  otur  berth,  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles: 

this  we  did  under  spit-fite  jib,  and  a  scrap  of  the  main-sail-peak. 

We  were  first  at  bur  station,  and  no  whcie  could  we  discover  signs 

cf  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  Stranger  ;  when  suddenly  one  of  my 

crew  bunt  out  with  **Hurrah,  here  she  comes  I"    And  there  was  the  un- 

miatakaWe  little  clipper,  beating  up  to  her  besth  under  double  reefod 

main-sdl,  reefed  fote-sai),  and  spit-fire  jib;  she  was  evidently  trying  her 

qualities,  for  she  had  never  before'  encountered  such  a  gale,  and  heavy 

tumbling  sea.     Anxiously  we  watched  her  with  our  telescopes,  as  sIm 

hvried  her  bows  in  the  waves,  pitchii^  and  foaming  along  with  deter- 

nned  efforts. 

'<  We  have  no  child's  play  before  us  to  day."  said  I,  **  that  beautifol 

Jittk  vessel  shows  splendid  capabilities;  look  at  her  I  here  she  comes  in 

the  teeth  of  the  gale,  but  we  must  beat  her  lads,  we  must  beai  her." 

**  We*ll  either  do  that  or  sink  m  our  efforts,*'  said  one  of  my  crew. 

Now  for  three  hearty  oheers  as  the  UtUe  Stranger  sheered  alongside 

us  and  picked  up  her  moorings  with  beautiful  precision.     I  now  saw  my 

fHend  Bob  at  the  helm,  and  could  also  see  that  he  had  as  plucky  a  crew 

as  myself;  I  rose  to  my  feet  and  waved  my  cap  to  him  by  way  of  salnta- 

tion,  and  he  immediately  returned  the  salute.     Ten  minutes  now  elapsed 

before  the  signal  was  given  to  prepare*    Our  top-masts  were  already 

housed,  and  our  main-sail  lying  with  one  reef  and  ready  for  the  starts 

when  bangl  roared  the  cannon  from  the  starting  vessel)  and  up  flew  the 

fluttering  canvas.     Away  we  sped  likis  madcaps  through  the  waves,  the 

Harebell  leading  slightly,  as  we  ran  before  the  wind,  a  distance  of  six 

or  eight  miles :  but  so  evenly  were  we  matched  that  often  the  Stranger 

would  rush  close  alongside  my  little  vessel,  and  again  she  would  leave 

her  a  few  yards  astern.     We  rounded  the  flag-boat  one  minute-and-a- 

half  ahead  of  our  opponent;  then  down  dame  another  reef  in  the  main- 

—'],  to  prepare  for  the  great  struggle,  the  beat  to  windward:  and  now 

\  gale  seemed  heavier  than  ever,  as  the  tumbling  waves  every  now 

1  then  made-a  clean  sweep  over  our  decks. 

"^Still  we  pressed  on  her,  the  gale  still  ixicreacins; 
Not  a  squall  now  and  then,  but  a  squall  without  ceasing^^ 

1  deadly  struggle  now  took  place  between  us,  as  our  utmost  skill  was 
;rted,  and  after  two  or  three  tacks  from  side  to  side,  the  gallant  Stn  n- 

lO.  1.— VOL.  V.  I> 
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ger  showed  at  die  wu  a  boat  of  no  meftn  preteneioiUy  fer  ihe  weethewwt 
08  oloTeriy.  It  was  die  first  time  the  Harebell  had  ever  Covad  Imc 
matoh. 

**  That  sjHt'^fire  is  not  big  enougfai''  said  one  of  my  orew. 

<'  Then  set  the  nert  siae,''  I  instantly  replied. 

The  order  was  obeyed,  and  for  a  time  the  Harebell  oertamly  Mi  A» 
Talae  of  a  larger  jib,  as  we  had  ran  dose  on  the  stem  of  oor  detenmned 
rival  in  two  taoks,  and  Ae  third  time  passed  him  to  windward:  we  had 
now  the  greatest  hopes  in  our  litde  oKpper,  as  she  mamtuned  a  slight 
lead  until  withm  a  few  tacks  of  the  winning  goal.  I  more  than  onoa 
however,  doubted  our  being  able  to  cany  the  hunger  jib  to  the  endof  tfaa 
race:  and  to  ohaage  it  I  knew  woold  be  certain  drfeat  It  ^ras  deqfia^ 
rate  work,  bat  not  more  so  for  tis  than  for  our  gallant  rivals :  the  spray 
had  wetted  our  sails  nearly  mast  high  ;  and  every  man  was  obliged  to 
hold  &8t,  or  overboard  he  most  gOb  I  almost  trembled  for  oor  safety^ 
as  a  heavier  squall  than  we  had  yet  meountered  Arew  as  as  nearly  ma 
our  beam  ends  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life,  irithont  being  aetua^  eapsiaei.- 
'^Another  such  a  squall  and  we  shall  go  to  the  bottom,**  sud  L  <^Hold 
her  at  it  for  ten  minates  more^  and  Ae  race  is  oun,  bat  if  yon  flinch  it 
is  all  up,"  said  my  daring  erew. 

The  Stranger  had  evidently  gained  slightly  upon  as,  and  was  bow 
watching  every  movement,  like  a  cat  with  her  eye  on  a  mouse.  One 
folse  step  and  she  would  instantiy  weather  as.  We  were  now  on  our  last 
tack,  with  the  slightest  possible  lead  i  when  down  eame  an  awfol  sqaall 
with  fearfal  vengeance  upon  us,  and  snap  went  our  bowsprit,  just  in  time 
to  save  us  from  an  inevitable  capsiad.  We  toned  oar  eye  towards  otm 
opponents  yadit,  she  lay  on  her  beam  ends^  her  jib  sheet  is  let  fly,  and 
she  rights,  amidst  their  loud  hurrahl  Tlie  Stranger  rushes  in  tfie  win* 
ner,  leaving  us  in  a  pitiable  condition,  within  a  stonei^s  tiitow  of  tha 
station  vessel,  and  with  a  broken  bowsprit. 


PIRATBS  OF  THE  INDIAN  ABCHIPELAOO. 

(BT  OAnULOOSK.) 

No  part  of  the  world  is  so  infested  with  pirates  as  tiie  Eastern  Archi- 
pelago^ studded  with  dustors  of  islands  lar^ge  and  small,  surrounded  by 
intricate  navigation,  no  better  haunt  could  be  found  for  carrymg  on 
suoh  marauding  adventures. 

To  destroy  the  whole  fleet  would  be  no  very  diflScult  task  :  and  when 
we  conrider  the  ridiaess  of  the  soil  and  the  valuable  productious  of  many 
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ti  Amd  beintifiil  iihiids,  we  am  but  regret  thai  ibey  dbould  be  eirer- 
im  bj  fudi  a  oold  blooded  noe.  It  is  bowoTer  to  be  boped  tbat  the 
•teps  wbioh  tbe  Eoglish  goyenuneat  bas  taken  for  panuhiag  theae 
rAeUioDS  people^  bu  in  some  parti  efieetoally  cbeoked  their  caieery  if 
not  entirelj  destroyed  the  piratiGal  fleet 

A  few  rfoU  Eogland's  modani  gim  boats  if  sent  ooi  amoiigst  them 
woold  speedily  emdioate  these  iihnds  of  the  whole  tribe  of  pirates;  and 
aiaay  rich  and  fertile  lands  yet  onezpbred  would  well  repay  the  oaptiue^ 
and  with  leae  than  half  tbe  bloodshed  that  will  stain  the  pages  c^our  biBt(»y 
Vre  the  a?arioioas  Roasians  can  be  oonqoersd.  Beeides  wbioh,  the  few 
poor  hooeet  natives  would  rqjoioe  to  see  the  happy  result  Look  at  the 
D^aks  who  dwell  on  the  ooast  of  the  Sarawak,  these  poor  fellows  are 
^mfee  unable  to  protect  themselTes^  and  were  in  constant  peril  of  tfieir 
Utos  from  the  oold  blooded  Sodoo^  who  only  a  few  years  sbee  almost 
cDtirely  blockaded  that  coast 

The  Balanini  pndius  or  pirate  Tsssels  are  of  large  sin,  and  besides 
the  bi^  native  sails  they  spread,  are  generally  double  banked,  so  that 
fifty  or  sixty  oars  can  be  used,  by  which  means  they  are  propelled 
through  the  water  with  surprising  velocity.  Tbe  crew  of  a  large  pirate 
ptahu  generally  consists  of  seventy  or  oghty  men,  the  greater  number 
of  which  conceal  themselves  on  thrirexoarsionB.  Bach  prahu  has  in  the 
vessel  asampan  or  light  narrow  boat  attached,  in  winch  they  are  enaUed 
by  various  devices  to  pursue  small  craft  and  people  ashore;  sometimes  in 
Ae  disguise  of  fishermen  or  traders  in  a  small  boat,  the  crew  ten  or 
fifteen  in  number*  being  ctuefly  concealed  or  disguised  until  within  reach 
of  their  unsuspectiDg  prey.  So  desperately  will  they  fight,  that  they 
have  been  known  to  leave  their  pmhus  and  swim  towards  their  enemies 
with  knives  in.  theb  bands,  and  they  often  capture  small  craft  in  this 
wsy.  These  pirates  commence  their  adventures  towards  the  latter  part 
of  March,  and  they  frequently  make  a  very  extensive  circuit,  some- 
times as  fer  as  Pillalo,  Tungana,  Callantam  and  Patani,  and  return 
home  ridi  with  plunder  early  in  November  to  their  haunts  in  the  vicinity 
of  Saluk,  where  there  is  a  cluster  of  small  isiauds  entirely  mbabited  by 
tide  lawless  race. 

The  armament  of  the  Balanmi  prahus  in  addition  to  the  small  brass 
<»*nis  (Leiahs)  conmsts  of  long  and  short   spears,  swords,  and  knives 

dasses).    But  the  most  formidable  weapon  of  all  is  a  long  pole 

oed  with  a  barbed  hook,  with  which  they  lay  hold  of  their  prey,  and 

w  them  within  range  of  their  swords.  Men,  women,  and  cbildrea 
seised  as  well  as  merchandize  and  other  booty;  the  poor  creatures  are 

m  sold  for  skives  at  Saluk,  where  probably  the  system  of  piracy  was 

'finally  sanctioned  by  the  Rajahs. 
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There  are  nnmeroiu  other  tribes  of  pir&tefl  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago, 
pethaps  none  are  more  formidable  than  the  Illanoos  of  Magindano  who 
carry  guns  of  large  calibre:  dieir  prahus  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
Balanini,  but  for  the  most  part  larger. 

The  Sakarran  pirates  sometimes  assemble  in  force  of  sixty  or  seTonty 
sail,  and  upwards  of  1000  men;  spreading  terror,  and  derastation  wfaere- 
erer  they  go.  They  show  no  mercy,  but  perpetrate  the  most  horrible 
crimes,  plunder  and  bum  Tillages  and  carry  off  the  peaceful  inhabitants 
of  the  coast  of  even  distant  settlements. 

The  Island  of  Ditbuan  was  formerly  a  chosen  refuge  of  pirates,  until 
the  year  1846  when  Captain  Munday  of  ir.M.S.  Iris  destroyed  their 
prahus  and  took  possesrion  of  the  island. 

Great  exertions  have  since  been  made  to  discover  the  haunts  of  the 
pirates  of  Borneo  and  Celebes,  and  in  some  respects  success  has  crowned 
these  exertions,  which  has  been  the  means  of  destroying  many  of  their 
prahus,  and  put  a  timely  check  upon  their  proceedings. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  China  Sea 
immediately  north  of  Borneo  is  the  most  dangerous  and  intricate  of  any 
part  of  the  g^obe.  The  north-east  monsoon  which  blows  very  heavily 
during  seven  months  of  the  year,  sometimes  causes  so  heavy  a  sea  as  to 
render  it  extremely  hazardous  to  the  shipping.  Studded  with  reeis  and 
hidden  rocks,  there  is  no  chance  for  either  ship  or  crew  unless  the  vessel 
is  most  skilfully  navigated:  yachts  and  small  vessels  run  great  risks  in 
this  part  of  the  globe,  independent  of  the  pirates:  should  they  encounter 
a  gale  the  utmost  caution  and  exertions  are  required  to  keep  them  clear 
of  the  hundreds  of  small  and  large  patches  of  rocks:  and  if  wrecked,  no 
boat  oould  live  in  the  heavy  swell  which  frequently  rises  there  in  bad 
weather,  unless  they  put  before  the  wind,  and  scud  away  to  leeward,  to 
do  which  is  to  bear  away  for  a  land  of  merriless  pirates,  who  would  dis- 
pose of  them  as  slaves;  and  thus  in  torture  and  misery  many  a  brave 
sailor  has  ended  his  days  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago. 

No  yacht  should  go  to  these  parts,  unless  fully  armed  with  guns  of 
large  calibre,  rifles,  and  other  warlike  accoutrements  :  for  no  price  would 
be  so  valuable  to  them  as  a  fast  sailing  yacht,  and  they  make  the  most 
desperate  efibrts  to  get  possession  of  small  vessels.  True  it  is  we  seldom 
hear  of  a  yacht  navigating  these  parts,  the  distance  is  too  far,  and  th^ 
navigation  too  hazardous  and  intricate:  any  one  desirous  of  visitL  ' 
the  Indian  Archipelago  will  find  it  by  far  the  pleasantest  voyage,  to 
by  merchant  vessel,  the  comforts  aboard  which  are  in  many  respe 
equal  to  a  nobleman's  yacht  of  large  tonnage. 

Piracy,  we  regret  to  say,  at  the  present  day  appears  on  the  increase 
vanous  parts  of  the  seas.     It  may  be  accounted  for  in  some  respects;  i 
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Englisb  navy  beiog  fully  occnpied  at  the  seat  of  war:  but  let  us  once 
get  a  respite  from  our  operations  there;  and  despatch  a  few  modera 
steam  gun  boats  amongst  these  outlaws^  and  in  a  few  years  time  the 
win  be  almost  extinct 


THE  LUMINOUS  SEA. 


Ih  a  work  <'0n  the  connexion  of  the  Physical  Sciences**'  the  following 
is  inserted: — **  Multitudes  of  fish  are  endowed  with  the  power  of  emitting 
light  at  pleasure,  no  doubt  to  enable  them  to  pursue  their  prey  to  the 
depths  where  the  sunbeams  cannot  penetrate.  Flashes  of  light  are  fre- 
quently seen  to  dart  along  a  shoal  of  herrings  or  pilchards,  and  the  Me- 
dosa  tribes  are  noted  for  their  phosphorescent  brilliancy,  many  of  which 
are  extremely  small  and  so  numerous  as  to  make  the  wake  of  a  yessel 
lode  like  a  stream  of  silver.  Nevertheless  the  luminous  appearance 
which  is  frequently  observed  in  the  sea  during  the  summer  months  can- 
not always  be  attributed  to  marine  animalculsB,  as  the  following  narration 
will  shew: — 

"  Captain  Bonnycastle,  coming  up  the  gulf  of  St  Lawrence  on  the 
7th  September,  1826^  was  roused  by  the  mate  of  the  vessel  in  great 
alarm  from  an  unusual  appearance. 

"  It  was  a  star-light  night,  when  suddenly  the  sky  became  overcast  in 
the  direction  of  the  high  land  of  Comwallis  country,  and  an  instantaneous 
and  intensely  vivid  light,  resembling  the  Aurora,  shot  out  of  the  hitherto 
gloomy  and  dark  sea  on  the  lee  bow,  which  was  so  brillant  that  it 
lighted  eveiy  thing  distinctly  to  the  mast  head.     The  light  spread  over 
the  whole  sea  between  the  two  shores,  and  the  waves,  which  before  ha^ 
been  tranquil,  now  began  to  be  agitated.    Captain  Bonnycastle  describes 
the  scene  as  that  of  a  blazing  sheet  of  awful  and  most  brilliant  light. 
A  long  and  vivid  line  of  light,  superior  in  brightness  to  the  parts  of  the 
sea  not  immediately  near  the  vessel,  showed  the  base  of  the  high,  frown- 
ing^ and  dark  land  abreast;  the  sky  became  lowering  and  more  intensely 
obecure  :  long  tortuous  lines  of  light  showed  immense  numbers  of  very 
large  fish,  darting  about  as  if  in  consternation.     The  spritsail  yard  and 
ien  boom  were  lighted  by  the  reflection,  as  if  gas  lights  had  been 
rning  directly  below  them :  and  until  just  before  daybreak,  at  four 
lock  the  most  minute  objects  were  distinctly  visible.     Day  broke  very 
owly  and  the  sun  rose  of  a  fiery  and  threatening  aspect:  rain  followed. 
iptain  Bonnycastle  caused  a  bucket  of  this  fiery  water  to  be  drawn 
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up ;  it  was  one  mass  of  l%ht  when  stixred  by  the  hand,  and  not  in 
•packs  as  usual,  but  in  actual  conrnscations.  A  portion  of  the  water 
preserved  its  lumonisity  for  seven  nights.  On^the  third  night  the  sdn- 
tillations  of  the  sea  re-appeared  :  this  evening  the  sun  went  down  very 
nngulailyy  exhibiting  in  its  descent  a  double  sun  $  and  when  only  a  few 
degrees  high,  its  spherical  figure  changed  into  that  of  a  long  cylinder 
which  reached  the  horison.  In  the  night  the  sea  became  nearly  as 
luminous  as  before,  but  on  the  fifth  night  the  appearance  entirely 
ceased. 

*'  Captain  Bonnycastle  does  not  think  it  proceeded  from  animalcaEsa, 
but  imagines  it  might  be  some  compound  of  phosphorus  suddenly 
evolved  and  disposed  over  the  surface  of  the  sea  ;  perhaps  from  die 
exuvitt  or  secretions  of  fish,  connected  with  the  oceanic  salts,  muriate  of 
soda,  and  sulphate  of  magnesia. 

**  The  aurora  borealis  is  decidedly  an  electrical  phenomenon,  which 
takes  place  in  the  highest  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  since  it  is  visible 
at  the  same  time  from  places  very  fiur  distant  from  each  other.  It  b 
somehow  connected  with  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth,  but  it  has 
never  been  seen  so  fii^  north  as  the  pole  of  the  earth's  rotation,  nor 
does  it  extend  to  low  latitudes.  It  generally  appears  in  the  fem  of  a 
luminous  arch,  stretching  more  or  less  from  east  to  west,  but  never  from 
north  to  south  ;  across  the  arch  the  corruscations  are  rapid,  vivid,  and 
of  various  colours.  A  umilar  phenomenon  now  occurs  in  the  high 
latitudes  of  the  southern  hemisphere.  Dr.  Faraday  conjectures  that  the 
electric  equilibrium  of  the  earth  is  restored  by  the  aurora  conveying  the 
electricity  from  the  poles  to  the  equator.** 

In  a  previous  page  Mrs.  Somerville  also  says,  "  Atmospheric  electri- 
dty  arises  partly  from  an  evolution  of  the  electric  fluid  during  the  eva- 
poration that  is  so  abundant  at  the  surface  of  the  earth,  though  not 
under  all  circumstances.  M.  Pouillet  has  recently  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  simple  evaporation  never  produces  electridty,  unless  accompa- 
nied by  chemical  acdon,  but  that  electricity  is  always  disengaged,  when 
the  water  holds  a  salt,  or  some  other  substance  in  solution.  He  found 
when  water  contains  lime,  chalk,  or  any  solid  alkali,  that  the  vapour 
arising  from  it  is  negatively  electric ;  and  when  the  body  held  in 
solution  is  either  a  gas,  acid,  or  some  of  the  salts,  that  the  vapour  given 
out  is  positively  electric.  The  ocean  must  therefore  afford  a  great  supply 
of  positive  electricity  to  the  atmosphere ,  but  as  M.  Becquerel  has  shewi 
that  electricity,  of  one  kind  or  other,  is  developed  whenever  the  molecules 
of  bodies  are  deranged  from  their  natural  positions  of  equilibrium  by  an; 
cause  whatever  ;  the  chemical  changes  on  the  surface  of  the  globe  must 
occasion  many  variations  in  the  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere.*' 
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INFLUENCE  OP  THE  MOON  ON  ANIMAL  AND  VEGETA- 
BLE LIFE. 

Iv  ooDsidering  the  climate  of  tropical  countrieB,  the  Laflnence  of  the  moon 
leems  to  be  entirely  overlooked;  and  surely,  if  the  tides  of  the  vast  ocean 
are  raised  firom  their  fisithomless  bed  by  lunar  power,  it  is  not  too  much 
te  assert  that  the  tides  of  the  atmosphere  are  liable  to  a  similar  influence: 
this  mvA  is  certuti,  that  in  the  low  lands  of  tropical  countries,  no  at- 
tentive observer  of  nature  will  &il  to  witness  the  power  exeixsised  by  the 
moon  over  the  seasons^  and  also  over  the  animal  and  vegetable  nature. 
As  regards  the  latter,  it  may  be  stated  that  there  are  certainly  thirteen 
springs  and  thirteen  autumns,  in  Demerarain  the  year,  for  so  many  times 
does  the  sap  of  trees  ascend  to  the  branches  and  descend  to  the  roots. 
Tor  example^  the  waUaba  (a  reonous  tree,  common  in  the  Demeiwa 
woods,  somewhat  resembling  mahogany,)  if  cut  down  in  the  dark  a  few 
days  before  the  new  maom^  is  onei  of  the  most  durable  woods  in  the 
world  for  house  building,  posts,  &c.;  in  that  state  attempt  to  split  it,  and 
with  tfie  Qtmost  difficulty,  it  will  be  riven  in  the  most  jagged,  unequal 
manner  that  can  be  imagined*  Cut  down  another  wallaba  (that  grew 
wUlun  a  few  yaids  (tf  the  former)  9t/uU  nunm^  and  the  tree  can  be  easily 
spfit  into  the  finest  smooth  shingles  of  any  desired  thickness,  or  into 
staves  far  maidng  casks;  but  in  this  state,  implied  to  house  building  pur* 
poses^  it  speedily  decays.     Agun— bamboos  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm, 

I  are  sometimes  used  for  paling,  &c;  if  cut  at  the  dark  moon  they  will 
endure  fiw  ten  or  eleven  years,  if  at  full  moon  it  will  be  rotten  in  two 
or  three  years:  thus  it  is  with  most,  if  not  all  the  forest  trees.    Of  the 

I         elfects  of  the  moon  on  animal  life,  very  many  instances  could  be  cited. 

I  I  have  seen  in  Africa,  the  newly  littered  young  perish  in  a  few  hours, 
at  the  mother^s  side,  if  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  full  moon;  fish  become 
rapidly  putrid,  and  meat  if  left  exposed,  incurable  or  nnprsservable  by 

I  salt;  tile  mariner,  heedlessly  sleeping  on  deck,  becoming  alHicted  with 
ByetoloiMa,  or  night-blindness,  at  times  the  face  hideously  swollen,  if  ex- 
posed during  sleep  to  the  moon's  rajs:  the  maniae^s  paroxysms  renewed 
with  a  fearful  vigour  at  the  full  and  change,  and  the  cold  damp  chill  of 
*  s  ague  supervening  on  the  ascendency  of  this  apparentiy  mild  yet 
werful  luminary.  Let  her  influence  over  this  earth  be  studied,  it  ia 
ore  power&l  tiuui  is  generally  known  t 
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A  WATERSPOUT. 

Mr.  James  Squires,  in  a  letter  dated  Tunis,  Nov.   18th,   1866,  gives 
the  following  account  of  this  phenomenon  :— 

A  most  fearful  catastrophe  has  just  occurred  in  the  harhour  of  Tunis* 
A  waterspout  passed  over  at  half-past  seven  o'clock^  a.Mm  and  in  an 
instant  five  vessels  foundwed  I  was  a  passenger  hj  a  boat  which 
left  Tunis  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  bound  to  a  steamer  in  a  harbour,  bdonging 
to  the  Messeageries  Imperiales.  The  lake  being  eight  nules  aorosa 
we  had  advanced  about  half  the  distance  when  my  attention  was  at- 
tracted to  a  remarkable  cloud,  which  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
assumed  the  unmistakable  appearance  of  a  waterspout  It  continued  to 
grow  in  size,  as  well  as  increase  in  proportion,  until  it  presented  the 
^^pearence  of  a  huge  oak,  a  most  colossal  trunk  supporting  a  majestic 
head.  It  moved  gradually,  caunng  by  its  power  of  suction  a  oonrespond* 
ing  action  in  the  waves  over  which  it  passed,  they  rising  in  the  usual 
£[>rm  in  such  cases. 

'<In  about  half  an  hour  it  had  lost  its  well-defined  outiine,  and  appeared 
to  be  gradually  dissolving,  about  which  time  an  immense  excitement 
was  visible  among  the  oriew  and  passengers  of  the  boat,  all  Italians  i  but 
I,  being  unfortunately  ignorant  of  that  language,  could  only  surmise  that 
some  terrible  catastrophe  had  occurred,  in  which  sometiiing  of  the  naikie 
of  "bastimento^'  had  suffered.  By  dint  of  perseverance  I  at  length 
became  alive  to  the  awfiil  nature  of  the  event,  rising  on  tiie  seats  of  the 
boat,  and  looking  across  the  narrow  neck  of  land  dividing  the  lake  from 
the  harbour,  a  scene  of  the  most  awful  havoc  presented  itself* 

"Five  vessels  had  disappeared,  with  the  exertion  of  their  masts.  The 
appearance  of  these  as  may  well  be  imagined,  was  a  sight  to  make  a 
beholder  uneasy  as  to  the  fate  of  the  various  crews  and  passengers  ;  bot 
as  our  utmost  efforts  could  have  produced  (on  account  of  our  distance 
from  the  scene)  no  beneficial  results,  we  were  reluctantly  compelled  to 
allow  matters  to  take  their  course.  On  arriving  at  Goletta  we  learnt 
the  full  extent  of  the  disaster ;  and  considering  it  possible  this  letter 
might  reach  you  by  the  vessel  leaving  this  day  with  the  mails,  I  at  once 
penned  these  few  hurried  lines,  giving  a  most  incomplete  account  of 
that  which  even  here  is  an  unprecedented  visitation. 

"The  thunder  is  now  rolling  in  the  most  awful  manner ;  its  reverbe- 
rations are  appalling.  It  is  a  moat  fortunate  circumstaociB  that 
American  frigate,  the  Constellation,  ifhich  passed  eight  days  in  ttv 
harbour,  and  which  had  on  board  300  souls,  sailed  two  days  ago  ;  haci 
she  been  there  and  in  the  track  of  the  mighty  destroyer,  she  would 
inevitably  have  been  lost,  with  perhaps  a  considerable  number  of  her 
officers  and  crew.'' 
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YACHTING  IN  THE  BALTIC* 

Tachtino  like  oolonixatioa  seems  peculiar  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  raoe* 
Other  nations  try  both,  but  in  both  they  are  equally  unsuccessful.  There 
is  not  in  the  world  at  the  present  moment  a  thriving  colony  which  can- 
not trace  its  parent  stock  to  the  British  Isles,  and  there  is  not  a  craft 
desenring  the  name  of  a  yacht,  whose  builder  certainly,  and  most  pro- 
bably whose  owner  also,  cannot  do  the  same.  Success  in  both  doubtless 
has  its  origin  in  the  same  idiosyncrasy  of  character.  Energy,  persever- 
ance, and  above  all  an  indomitable  courage  which  loves  tb  wrestle  with  and 
overcome  dangers  and  difficulties  ;  and  as  it  were,  improvises  perils  where 
they  do  not  originally  exist,  for  the  pleasure  and  excitement  of  defying 
them,  are  gifts  which  nature  has  lavishly  bestowed  on  the  denizens  of 
Britain  and  their  descendants  in  foreign  lands. 

A  more  striking  example  of  this  thoroughbred  British  pluck  has  rarely 
been  exhibited  than  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  in  his  two  recent  voyages 
to  the  Baltic:  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  and  a  Fellow  of  Cambridge,  he  has 
twice  navigated  a  little  craft  of  some  eight  tons  burden,  to  take  his  own 
description,  *' about  as  long  as  a  moderate  sized  drawing-room  and 
scarcely  so  wide  as  a  four-post  bed  '*  across  the  stormy  and  tempestuous 
North  Sea,  and  through  the  shoals,  quicksands,  and  rocks  of  the  Baltic, 
and  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  He  was  his  own  sailing-master,  his  own  doctor, 
his  own  steward,  his  own  cook, — he  had  to  contend  with  much,  and  con* 
tmned  bad  weather,  wUh  discontent  in  his  crew,  and  still  worse,  had  in 
the  narrow  limits  of  his  little  ship  to  face,  in  too  close  proximity,  the 
horrid  fiends — cholera  and  yellow  fever.  When  deprived  of  one  of  his 
two  hands  by  the  former  disease  he  was  overtaken  by  a  gale,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  German  Ocean,  which  sent  many  a  gallant  argosy  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  kept  him  nineteen  hours  consecutively  at  the  helm.  Yet 
instead  of  being  disgusted  with  all  this,  he  now  proposes  to  return  to  the 
seene  of  action,  or  rather  of  inaction,  for  such  alas!  the  Baltic  has  hitherto 
been,  in  hopes  of  seeing  those  gallant  and  noble  ships  which  Nelson 
would  have  been  so  proud  to  command  and  employ,  put  at  length  to 
some  less  ignoble  use  than  they  have  hitherto  been.  Where  vre  say,  but 
in  Britain  would  you  find  any  man,  not  to  say  a  clergyman,  nurtured 
i  all  the  luxuries  of  such  a  university  as  Cambridge,  and  such  a  college 
I     Magdalen,  who  would  a  third  time  repeat  such  a  voyage  ? 

iecostomed  as  we  are  to  large  ships,  we  undoubtedly  attach  exag- 

Two  Suinmer  Cruises  with  the  Baltic  Fleet  in  1854-5.— By  the  Rev.  R. 
]     Hughes,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Camhnd^.Snuih,  Elder,  . 
t    Ca.,  London, 
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gerated  ideas  of  danger  to  sailing  in  small  ones.  The  Santa  Maria, 
Pinta,  and  Nigua,  which  safely  oarried  Columbus  over  the  wide  Atlao- 
tic,  and  rendered  his  name  for  ever  famous  as  the  Disooverer  of  a 
New  World,  were  but  boats;  and  unless  the  mode  of  measurement  be 
much  changed  since  those  early  days  of  shipbuildings  not  of  muoh 
Ugher  tonnage  than  the  Pet  herself.  In  many  respects  doubtleas 
the  Pet  is  a  more  seaworthy  craft  than  they,  and  of  this  we  are  yeiy 
sure  that  good  seaman  as  Columbus  was,  he  would  hare  found  it  im* 
possible  to  thrash  such  craft  as  he  commanded  from  the  Nam  of 
Norway  to  I/owestoft  harbour  in  the  teeth  of  a  sou*- wester.  In  the  15th 
century  men  had  no  choice,  and  if  they  must  needs  go  down  to  the  sea 
in  ships,  they  had  to  take  such  as  they  could  get.  With  Mr.  Hughes 
it  was  altogether  different,  he  had  merchant  steamers  galore,  and  as  he 
seems  to  have  connexions  in  high  command  in  the  navy  might  doubUese 
have  had  a  passage  in  a  man-of-war  had  he  so  chosen.  For  our  own 
part,  and  we  may  without  boasting  say,  **  baud  inezperti  crede/^  we 
agree  with  Mr.  Hughes,  and  would  never  sail  in  a  large  vessel  if  we 
could  possibly  stow  ourselves  on  board  a  small  one.  To  a  man  who  U 
not  sea  sick  (and  no  other  should  go  to  sea,)  the  quick  sharp  motion  of  a 
small  craft,  if  she  is  constructed  as  a  yacht  ought  to  be,  is  ecstaey*  and 
when  compared  with  a  large  vessel  is  as  if  yon  were  taken  out  of  the 
retande  of  a  huge  lumbering  French  Diligenee,  and  set  careering  on 
the  back  of  one  of  Abdelcader^s  choicest  Arabs.  We  however,  own  a 
predilection  for  cruising  in  a  yacht  somewhat  larger  than  the  Pet»  not 
because  the  pleasure  would  be  greater,  or  the  excitement  so  great,  but 
simply  because  you  have  better  accommodation  and  greater  safety.  But 
you  shall  hear  what  Mr.  Hughes  says  on  this  subject  in  answer  to  the 
remonstrances  and  warnings  of  friends  who  tried  to  dissuade  him  from 
undertaking  a  voyage,  which  to  them  seemed  next  thing  to  a  simple  eaee 
oifdo-de-M, 

^'  However,  I  had  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  these  prophetic  birds  of 
iU  omen  were  all  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  subject,  for  not  one  sailor  in  a 
hundred  knows  anything  of  small  vessels,  and  landsmen  of  course  qpeak 
merely  firom  hearsay. 

^  The  only  man  whose  opinion  is  worth  a  rush,  is  here  and  there  a  smng- 
gler  or  a  fisherman  who  well  knows  what  ^  small  craft  smartly  bandied  will 
do;  but  these  worthies  besides  being  constitutionally  reserved  entertain  a 
great  contempt  for  gentlemen  navigators.  And  moreover  it  is  impossible  to 
get  an  honest  opinion  out  of  them  ;  they  always  have  some  left  hand  vision 
of  possible  moneys  or  probable  beer  to  be  extracted  out  of  you  by  some 
means,  and  consequently  all  their  ipte  dixita  must  be  received  with  an  enor* 
mous  grano  tfa/f>." 
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Undeterred  by  these  croaken,  Mr.  Hughes  boldly  set  sail  from  Low- 
estofty  on  the  14th  of  August,  1854*  His  companion  was  a  younger 
brother,  who  appears  from  the  subsequent  narrative  to  be  a  better  soldier 
than  a  sailor.  The  first  land  he  made  was  the  coast  of  Holland,  about 
Camperdown  nnd  the  Tezel.  This  he  run  down  until  he  made  the  Is- 
land of  Heligoland,  now  rising  into  unwonted  fame  as  the  dep6t  of  the 
German  Legion.  At  daybreak  on  the  I8th  the  Pet  took  a  pilot  on 
board  who  ran  her  aground  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Eider;  but 
a  few  hours  flood  took  her  out  of  this  scrape  and  she  speedily  cast 
anchor  at  Tonning,  the  port  from  which  Hengist  and  Horsa  embarked 
their  Teutonic  warriors  to  conquer  England,  and  which  now  sends  instead 
of  Saxons,  shiploads  of  beeves.  The  God  of  the  idolatry  of  the  men  of 
Tonning  seems  to  be  Sir  Samuel  Morton  Peto,  who  is  making  a  railway 
in  their  vicinity,  and  doubtless  dispensed  plenty  of  English  gold  in  return 
for  food  and  lodgings  for  his  navvies.  In  pasnng  through  the  canal 
which  unites  the  Eider  to  the  Baltic,  Mr.  Hughes  had  to  ride  the  horse 
which  (owed  the  Pet,  to  save  her  from  being  everlastingly  run  aground 
by  the  awkwardness  of  the  driver.;  We  well  know  from  dire  experience, 
the  dUagremem  of  taking  a  yacht  through  a  canal,  particularly  if  it  be 
one  in  which  there  is  much  traffic.  The  bargees  are  of  all  classes  of  the 
community  the  most  uncouth,  and  generally  in  a  state  of  drunken  dis* 
cord  among  themselves;  but,  if  a  chance,  however  remote,  of  bringing  a 
yacht  to  grief  appears  approaching,  their  animosities  for  the  time  are 
qmckly  set  at  rest,  and  woe  betide  you  if  by  the  smallest  deviations  from 
the  rulea  of  the  canal  you  offer  them  a  chance  of  giving  you  a  lick. 
Their  own  clumsy  and  iron  bound  craft  are  incapable  of  injury,  so  that 
a  collision  which  is  death  to  you,  is  good  fun  to  them.  Then  the  unspeak- 
able horrors  of  the  locks  where  the  rough  stones  tear  your  ship's  sides  to 
pieces — ^the  miseries  of  running  aground  and  having  to  heave  off  by 
main  force  with  the  windlass,  to  the  great  detriment  of  your  copper,  and 
the  danger  of  the  bridges,  the  keepers  being  of  course  always,  out  of 
the  way  when  wanted,  are  enough  to  disgust  any  one  with  canal  work, 
and  send  them  five  hundred  miles  about  rather  than  encounter  twenty 
nules  of  such  sailing.  We  must  however  exclude  from  this  general  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  the  Caledonian  Canal:  there  the  breadth  is  so 
great,  the  water  so  deep,  the  locks  so  large,  the  traffic  so  scant,  and  the 
officials  so  civil,  that  passing  through  it  is  rather  a  pleasant  variety  than 
otherwise,  particularly  after  being  hove-to  for  a  couple  of  days  in  the 
German  Ocean,  with  a  sea  which  not  only  affected  inconveniently  the 
stomachs  of  the  guests  in  the  cabin;  but  produced  even  lack  of  appetite 
in  the  forecastle.     Then  even  were  the  canal  itself  less  convenient,  one 
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wodd  be  content  to  boe  it  for  the  ^endidjcniismg  these  noble  kkes  it 
unites  afford.  To  beat  up  Loch  Ness  with  a  fresh  breese  on  a  summer 
evening  is  glorious  scaling, — ^no  rocks,  no  shoals,  deep  water  from  bank 
to  br»;  your  very  bowsprit  may  be  touching  the  heather  on  the  hill 
side,  before  *tis  time  to  sing  out,  ''  Helm's  a  lee."  Wliat  wondrous  va- 
riety of  aspect,  Mealfourvonie,  and  his  cognate  mountains  assume  as 
you  approach  like  the  French  at  Sebastopol  zig-zag  fnshion,  parallel 
succeeding  trayerse,  and  traverse  parallel,  while  you  make  a  long  leg 
and  a  short  one  across  that  noble  inland  sea.  But  now  the  shades  of 
evening  fall  from  the  steep  hills  around,  and  we  are  involved  in  all  but  im- 
penetrable darkness:  it  is  high  time  to  seek  an  anchorage.  That  however 
is  not  easily  found,  there  are  but  three  in  the  twenty  miles  between 
Dochfour  and  Fort  Augustus.  A  glimpse  at  the  chart,  shows  one 
marked  in  Glen  Urquhart  bay  opposite  Temple  House,  a  relict  of  the  Old 
Knight's  Templars  who  once  owned  the  Grim  Keep  on  the  opposite  shore. 
It  is  but  round  the  next  point, — one  tack  more  and  we  open  the  Red  OU 
Castle, — <*  Cock  bill  that  anchor,  Tom, — and  have  all  ready  to  let  go — ^but 
try  a  cast  of  the  lead  as  you  go  in."  '*  Aye — ^aye— Sir."  "  No  bottom 
at  forty  fathom."  Try  again, — ten  fathoms— quarter-less-seven — ^half- 
twain — ^and  we  gave  her  the  helm  just  in  time  to  keep  off  the  beadi. 

But  these  pleasant  reminiscences  of  a  recent  cruise  through  the  Caledo- 
nian Canal  are  making  us  forget  Mr.  Hughes  and  his  saucy  little  Pet, 
who  all  this  time  has  been  bravely  navigating  the  dangerous  waters  of 
the  Baltic,  from  Keil  to  Led  Sund.  The  illness  of  hb  best  hand  com- 
pelled a  detour  to  Copenhagen,  where  he  had  to  leave  the  sick  man  in 
the  hospital,  shipping  a  young  Dane  in  his  stead.  Notwithstanding  this 
detention,  and  that  caused  by  a  very  exciting  and  profitable  swan  hunt, 
he  arrived  at  Bomarsund  just  on  the  eve  of  the  attack  on  the  Forts. 
Of  the  whole  proceedings  there  he  seems  to  have  formed  the  most  con- 
temptible opinion. 

**  The  garrison  weak  in  number,  and  bad  in  qaality,  was  entirely  over- 
matched. The  army  without  the  ships  could  have  eaten  them  up,  and  the 
ships  unaided  by  the  army  must  have  crumbled  the  fort  about  their  eara 
because  the  battery  could  not,  and  did  not  damage  the  ships.  While  the 
Bhips,  those  at  least,  who  were  permitted  to  go  near  enough,  could  and  did 
damage  the  fort." 

*    Mr.  Hughes  is  a  Fellow  of  Cambridge,  and  therefore  we  doubt  nc 
competent  logician  as  well  as  mathematician,  still  we  think  his  reason 
here  is  somewhat  defective-— because  the  forts  did  not  damage  the  shi    i 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  could  not ;  a  subsequent  paragraph    F 
the  same  chapter  which  we  now  quote,  supplies  us  with  a  shrewd  h    ) 
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wAj  Aey  did  not.  Whedier  tbey  eonld,  or  iiot»  remains  an  open  quea- 
fkm,  wluoh  Uie  wholeeome  dread  of  etoBA  walla  our  ahipe  now  dis^yed 
fleaaoa  likely  to  leate  long  undecided, 

**  In  iqaalid  dirt,  and  stench,  and  draakenneBS  choked  with  smoke  and 
dnst,  in  the  fiice  of  any  enemy  every  way  superior  with  a  Frenchman,  (Gren« 
cnl  Bodiaco  so  it  was  said)  whose  faith  they  saspected  they  (the  Russians) 
ioii^t  the  unequal  contest.'* 

After  the  $ghting,  such  as  it  was,  was  ended,  Mr.  Hughes  wisely 
bethought  himself  of  home,  the  season  was  advancing,  and  a  voyage 
•cross  the  North  Sea  in  an  8  ton  cutter  during  the  equinoctials  would 
be  no  child's  play.  An  attempt  was  made  to  take  a  look  at  Stockholm, 
hot  a  gale  of  wind  and  a  nine  days'  quarantine  choked  him  off  for  this 
bout.  In  trying  to  make  the  harbour  of  Carlskrona  an  accident  which 
might  have  been  serious  occurred,  the  Pet's  weather  bowsprit  sluoud 
gave  way,  and  the  spar  nearly  followed  it,  but  was  saved  by  good  sea- 
manafaip.  Should  Mr.  Hughes  ever,  as  we  sincerely  trust  he  may  reach 
a  seat  on  the  Bench  of  Bishops,  he  will  doubtless  have  great  delight  in 
recalling  a  very  different  seat  on  the  Pet*8  bowsprit  end.  We  wonder 
what  the  Dons  of  Magdalen's  would  have  said  had  they  seen  one  of  their 
most  distinguished  Fellows  astride  on  a  five-inch  spar  enjoying  a  sits, 
phmge,  and  douche  bath  all  at  once. 

^  In  reaching  to  get  a  berth  near  the  light,  the  hook  of  the  weather  bow* 
split  broke  with  a  report  like  that  of  a  pistol,  and  nearly  loit  us  the  spar. 
After  replacing  the  hook  it  was  necessary  to  go  out  and  hook  it  on.  The 
sea  was  very  heavy,  and  at  every  pitch,  the  bowspiit  plunged  under  water 
and  jumped  up  with  a  spring  like  a  fishing  rod.  I  went  below  to  make  pre- 
parations for  a  ducking,  and  on  my  return  I  found  that  Ned  had  gone  out 
between  two  seas  and  hooked  it  on  successfully.  An  hour  after  1  had  the 
same  duty  to  perform  to  the  top-mast  stay,  but  I  was  scarcely  so  lucky,  for 
ss  I  had  to  remain  at  the  end  of  the  spar  till  I  had  clapped  on  a  seizing,  I 
did  not  escape  without  a  ducking  in  real  menu  profundo  style ;  as  to  the 
pulehrior  eoenit  of  the  poet,  it  was  as  dark  as  pitch,  and  so  long  as  we  both 
got  safe  back,  we  were  well  content  to  neglect  appearances  for  the  present,*' 

The  evening  of  Thursday  the  SIst  of  August  saw  the  Pet  again  at 

Copenhagen  after  a  tough  and  stormy  beat  from  Carlskronn  under  try- 

aaiL     At  Copenhagen  Ht.  Hughes  discharged  his  Danish  hand  and 

*  *pped  an  English  sailor,  from  a  ship  lying  at  Elsineur.     He  had  not, 

3wever,  much  use  out  of  him.     After  clearing  the  Sound  the  Pet  got 

ito  a  tumble  of  a  sea,  when,  as  the  manner  of  these  little  craft  is,  she 

gan  to  take  water  down  the  fore  scuttle.     Her  pitching  qualities 

sing  not  a  little  enhanced  hy  a  huge  sea  chest  with  which  the  new  hand 

ad  eneomhered  the  forecastle.     Instead  of  putting  on  the  hatch  and 
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caalkiag  the  seams  with  oskom  like  a  seaman,  this  poor  derril  did  DOthiag 
bat  sit  under  the  drip  eryingiont,  *V>h!  dear,  oh!  dear.''  But  the  eholeni 
was  on  him,  his  ship  had  lost  three  hands  before  he  left,  and  he  had 
inhaled  the  poison.  At  Frederickstown  on  the  eastern  coast  of  JaUand, 
where  Mr.  Hughes  remained  for  two  or  three  days  windboand,  the  ride 
man  grew  worse  and  was  sent  ashore  to  the  hospital  It  says  much  for 
the  good  nature  of  the  Danes  .that  they  would,  allow  a  man  to  land 
afflicted  with  such  a  disease.  It  was  a  dreary  enough  prospect  to  have 
to  face  the  German  Ooean  with  only  one  hand  to  aid  him,  but  to  have 
been  sent  off  to  sea  as  would  haTC  happened  in  many  places  with  the 
dying  man  on  board,  to  battle  with  the  two  fell  fiends  disease  and  tem- 
pest, cooped  up  in  such  a  little  box  of  a  thing,  would  haTC  been  firightftil 
work  for  a  man  of  the  nenre  even  of  Mr.  Hughes. 

At  Frederickstown  Mr.  H.  took  the  wise  precaution  of  taking  the  tOfp^ 
mast  and  all  top  hamper  off  the  Pet,  stripping  her  to  the  buff  for  a  set- 
to  with  the  North  Sea.  And  well  it  was  he  did  so.  On  Saturday  the 
9th  of  September  he  left  Frederickstown.  On  Sunday  night  he  rounded 
the  Scaw,  when  the  wind  chopped  about  to  the  south  and  west,  and 
continued  with  the  exception  of  one  poor  solitary  hour  dead  on  end  the 
whole  way  to  England.  We  must,  however,  let  Mr.  Hughes  tell  the 
story  of  his  homeward  bound  adventures  in  his  own  words,  fcnr  he  does 
it  graphically  and  well,  and  shews  himself  as  fiuniliar  in  handling  the 
pen  as  he  is  in  handling  his  little  cutter;  and  as  good  at  spinning  a  yaro 
as  he  is  at  clapping  on  a  seising. 

'*  I  continued  to  feel  mj  way  across  with  the  lead,  always  keeping  the 
little  cutter  on  that  tack  in  which  she  looked  best  up  for  her  port :  she  be- 
haved admirably,  weathering  and  fore-reaching  everything  we  fell  in  with 
in  a  surprising  manner ;  fine  clipper  barques  and  schooners  that  certainly 
would  have  forereacbed  us  in  fine  weather,  now  fell  to  leeward  and  dropped 
astern,  and  that  too  so  rapidly  that  I  could  scarcely  believe  my  eyes. 

"  The  cutter  was  relieved  of  all  her  heavy  spars,  and  with  a  few  yards  of 
canvas,  every  thread  of  which  tugged  away  to  the  best  advantage,  she  buzzed 
through  the  water  like  a  turner^s  chisel,  and  topped  the  huge  carnivorous 
lookiDg  seas  as  lightly  as  a  roebuck. 

**  But  it  was  very  hard  and  anxious  work  on  one  occasion.  I  stood  nine- 
teen hours  at  the  helm,  and  then  only  abandoned  it  when  it  came  on  to  blow 
such  a  gale  that  we  were  compelled  to  heave-to. 

**  This  was  a  tremendous  night :  by  an  unlucky  accident,  a  sea  came  oi 
board  just  as  the  companion  doors  were  opened,  and  wetted  everything  be 
low.  It  blew  so  hard  that  our  double  reefed  try- sail,  a  mere  handkerchiei 
was  almost  unmanageable,  and  it  took  two  hands  to  get  in  the  weather-shee, 
of  our  infinitesimal  storm  jib.  It  was  so  dark  that  we  could  not  have  scei 
a  ship  till  she  was  aboard  of  us,  and  the  driving  spiteful  spray  made  U 
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^niost  impoanble  to  keep  the  deck.  We  took  every  precaution  that  our  seA- 
mansbip  could  suggest,  double  reefed  the  foresail  to  ruo  up  in  case  the  jib 
diould  blow  away,  got  up  an  old  sail  to  batten  the  cockpit,  and  rore  pre- 
venter sheets  to  the  trysaiL" 

After  these  wise  precautions  they  all  went  below  to  take  refuge  from 
the  bitter  gale,  and  consoled  themselves  with  a  strong  brew  of  tea» 
toast  and  Welsh  rabbit,  leaving  the  cutter  to  her  own  devices  for  a  time. 
The  Httle  hooker  did  not  belie  the  trust  placed  in  her.  On  the  ninth 
day  they  made  a  landfall  and  with  great  credit  to  Mr.  Hughes'  navi- 
gation it  was  Lowestoft,  the  very  port  they  sought.  It  is  worth  men- 
tioning that  there  was  neither  quadrant  nor  sextant  on  board,  and  that 
Mr.  H.  found  his  way  across  thua  accurately  by  dead  reckoning  and 
the  lead  alone. 

Thus  have  we  followed  Mr.  Hughes  through  his  first  summer's  cruise, 
our  space  forbids  us  doing  the  same  with  his  second,  which  is  equally,  if 
not  more  interesting.*  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  started  three  weeks  earlier 
in  the  season,  tried  no  more  canal  work  but  boldly  went  round  the  Scaw, 
leiraoed  his  steps  to  Faro  Sound,  and  renewed  his  acquaintance  with 
some  &seioating  young  ladies  there,  delighting  in  the  euphoneous  ap- 
pellation of  Grubb.  Then  crossed  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland  and  was 
preemt  at  the  attack  on  Sweaborg.*    As  at  Bomarsund  he  was  any- 

^  As  many  remarks  and  garbled  statements  have  been  circulated  in  the 
Jonnuds  of  the  day  respecting  Mr.  Hughes'  conduct  on  the  occasion,  we  win 
aOow  him  to  be  his  own  narrator  of  the  event ;  and  knowing  this  gentleman 
to  be  candid  and  impartial,  even  when  he  ia  himself  immediately  concerned, 
the  foQowing  extract  will  ^ence  his  detractors,  and  place  before  his  yachting 
friends  the  facts  as  they  occurred. 

*•  On  Sunday  evening  my  friend  Mr.  Lodge,  of  the  Indian  army,  a  great 
enthusiast  in  military  matters,  was  most  anxious  to  see  what  damage  we 
had  really  done,  and  what  progress  the  enemy  had  really  made  in  raising 
and  arming  new  works  of  defence.  Accordingly,  an  hour  before  dark,  I  ^t 
the  Pet  underway,  and  we  went  in;  there  was  a  nice  evening  breeze  blowing 
towards  the  shore,  and  we  carried  our  largest  sails. 

**  Leaving  Ronskar  and  its  group  of  rocky  isles  on  the  left,  we  stood 
straight  in  for  Vargo,  passed  a  little  low  black  rock  in  two  fathoms,  and 
reached  a  distance  of  about  a  thousand  yards,  or  rather  less  from  the  citadel. 
Aa  we  were  in  the  act  of  hauling  our  wind,  a  liffht  puff  of  smoke  leaped  from 
the  heights  of  Bakholm,  quickly  followed  by  Sie  report  and  the  roar  of  the 
shot  as  it  came  nearer  and  nearer,  and  plunged  sullenly  into  the  air. 

« Another  and  another  followed,  the  citadel  took  up  the  fun,  the  ship 
"  ^kiel,  not  to  be  outdone  in  courage,  jomed  in  the  riot,  and  the  ereat  St. 

icolas  battery,  on  Stora  Rentan,  chimed  in.  Hot  shot,  cold  shot,  solid  shot, 
jDow  shot  and  shell,  the  whole  evil  generation  of  iron  projectiles  were 
urled  by  three  batteries  of  a  first  class  rlussian  fortress  and  a  line-of-battle 
hip^  at  an  unarmed  and  defenceless  yacht.    At  Hango,  they  showed  us  how 

usnan  soldiers  could  fight,  and  here  they  showed  us  how  Russian  gunners 

d  seamen  could  shoot — and  preciously  they  did  shoot,  their  round  shot 

^nt  roaring  dismaUy  overhead  and  fell  far  beyond  us  in  the  sea;  the  shell 
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thing  but  oontented  with  the  work  performed,  and  seemed  to  think  with 
his  Satanic  Majesty  when  he  tried  to  get  the  fleece  off  a  pig»  that  thero 
was  considerably  more  noise  than  wool  resulting  from  the  operation. 

came  curvettinf^  towards  us,  their  lighted  fuzes  sparkling  in  the  dusk,  and 
fell  harmlessly  fizzing,  far  awa^  under  our  lee ;  one  only  burst  near  us,  and 
two  at  the  very  muzzles  of  their  own  guns. 

*'  We  could  not  help  laughing  with  delight  to  see  their  abortive  and  unge- 
nerous missiles  plunge  stupidly,  one  after  the  other,  into  the  hissing  waves. 
We  held  our  course  without  alteration  for  perhaps  ten  minutes :  Mr.  Lodge 
kindly  keot  the  lead  poing,  and  I  took  care  of  the  helm;  our  high  top-sail 
shining  white  as  fairies*  petticoats  in  the  sunset,  was  a  capital  mark,  but 
they  never  succeeded  in  hitting  us,  or  even  throwing  a  shot  decently  near. 
As  we  approached  Laghara,  the  last  shot  A*om  Bakholm,  thrown  by  a  gun 
of  enormous  range,  flew  far  over  us,  and  this  noisy  display  of  puerile  and 
unmanly  rage  came  to  an  end. 

<*  *•  On  Sunday  evening  an  English  yacht,  the  ^  Pandora'  with  a  party  of 
amateurs,  amongst  whom  was  a  lady  on  board,  happened  to  get  within  range 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  which  tired  eighteen  shots  at  her,  but  fortunately  they 
all  missed. 

**•  *  On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  '  Wee  Pet'  yacht  with  some  officers  of 
the  '  Cossack '  on  board,  and  Prince  Leiningen  among  them,  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  Admiral,  stood  in  towards  the  forts  about  nine,  and  had  a 
regular  brisk  fire  opened  upon  her  with  red  hot  shot  and  shell,  and  bursting 
and  hitting  near  her  without  any  results/ 

"  The  former  of  these  paragraphs  is  by  the  ingenious  little  gentleman  in 
the  Dail;^  News,  who  has  already  afforded  us  some  diversion.  I  must  do 
him  the  justice  to  say  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  sober  truth  in  his  whole 
letter  from  beginning  to  end. 

'<  The  latter  paragraph  is  by  another  '  various  correspondent*  of  the  sanoe 
paper,  who  mistakes  the  *  iBolus'  for  a  collier,  and  the  '  Tourville'  for  a 
transport. 

"  If  the  officers,  the  amateurs,  the  prince,  and  the  young  lady,  were  aa 
ambitious  of  appearing  without  good  reason  in  the  newspapers  as  some  people 
seem  to  be,  they  would  doubtless  feel  greatly  obliged  to  these  gentlemen  for 
their  condescending  notice. 

"  The  Pandora  yacht,  however,  was  not  in  any  way  concerned  in  this 
trifling  affair.  No  officer  of  the  *  Cossack'  or  of  any  other  ship  was  present; 
Prince  Ernest  was  not  on  board,  and  most  decidedly  we  were  not  blessed 
with  the  presence  of  a  young  lady. 

"  It  will  be  seen  that  these  gentlemen  have  made  one  or  two  mistakes ;  the 
worst  mistake,  however,  consists  in  writing  long  letters  to  the  public  papers, 
without  taking  the  precaution  to  know  anything  of  the  facts  they  nave 
attempted  to  record. 

'^  Scarcely  had  the  last  echoes  of  the  Russian  guns  rolled  away  among 
the  rocks  of  Miolo.  when  we  observed  three  dark  objects  coming  out  from 
among  the  little  low  islands  to  the  westward,  and  rapidly  approaching.    We 
at  once  knew  these  to  be  boats  from  the  fleet,  which  had  most  kindly  comi 
down  on  hearing  the  fixing,  to  see  whether  they  could  do  us  any  good  ;  ^ 
bore  down  towards  them,  and  soon  two  boats  from  the  '  Euryalus*  and  o 
from  the  *  Magicienne'  were  alongside. 

"  One  officer  came,  he  told  us,  from  friendship  to  F ,  who  has  friend" 

everywhere ;  another  for  the  fun  of  the  thing ;  and  the  third,  as  he  candidi 
confessed,  in  the  faint  hope  of  getting  into  fire  under  some  pretext  or  device 
This  was  one  proof  among  many  that  we  received  of  the  kiuaness  and  frieni 
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Mr.  Hughes  viaited  Stockholm  on  his  way  home,  with  all  he  saw 
dieie,  particularly  the  charming  Mamselles^  and  the  Dalecarlian  boat 
girls'  red  stockings  he  seems  to  have  been  intensely  pleased,  so  much  so, 
Uiat  he  left  his  gallant  little  Pet  there  as  a  good  excuse  for  going  back, 
and  to  be  ready  at  band,  to  enable  her  master  to  take  part  in  the  great 
<knngs  of  next  summer.  If  anything  is  done,  which  we  rery  much 
doubt,  may  Mr.  Hughes  be  there  to  chronicle  it,  and  Messrs  Smith  and 
Elder  g^ve  the  result  to  the  world  in  a  similar  elegant  guise  te  that  in 
which  the  present  yolume  appears. 

In  conclusion,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  express  our  conyiction  that  the 
I^  of  the  Pet  is  the  best  Yachting  narrative  the  literary  world  has  yet 
Men;  we  do  not  know  that  we  ever  spent  a  half-a-guinea  to  better  pur- 
pose, than  on  its  purchase,  and  we  strongly  recommend  a  similar  invest- 
ment  to  our  readers; 


CLEPFOBD'S  PLAN  FOB  LOWEBING  SHIPS'  BOATS. 

Qa  Monday  December  23rd  a  preliminaiy  trial  of  this  plan  was  made  from  the 
Aurora,  in  the  West  India  Docks,  before  Captain  Laen«  B.K.,  the  emigration 
(rfficer  for  the  city  of  London,  and  other  nautical  authorities,  and  folly  answered 
the  expectations  formed  of  it.  So  simple  is  the  apparatus,  that  when  the  blocks 
and  roUer  are  supplied,  any  ordinary  ship's  carpenter  can  adapt  eyerything  in 
a  day.  In  this  instance  the  boat  was  slung  at  the  ordinary  dayits,  firmly  lashed 
to  the  ship's  side  with  six  or  eight  men  in  her,  and  on  the  word  being  given  ''to 
lower  away,"  the  hand  line,  a  piece  of  1 J  inch  (circumference)  rope,  that  held 
aO,  was  slacked  off,  and  the  lashings  gently  sUd  down  the  prongs  by  which  they 
sfe  held,  and  the  boat  was  free,  and  lowered  as  easily  as  a  bucket  into  a  well. 
Unless  seen,  no  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  ease  with  which  the  lowering  is 
eflfected.  The  ressd  cleared  out  of  the  docks  the  next  day  for  Southampton, 
vlicfe  ftirther  and  mote  severe  tests  are  to  be  applied,  but  the  trial  on  the  23rd 
^wed  that  Mr.  ClilTord  is  on  the  right  track,  and  that  a  remedy  has  at  last 
been  found,  for  what  was  really  a  national  evlL 

feeling  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet*  We  had  a  merry  run  back  to  the  roadstead 
vith  the  boats  in  tow,  the  men  regaling  themselves  with  groff  to  the  health 
of  the  *  Pet'  and  the  destruction  of  the  '  Kooshios*;  and  when  we  sailed 
through  the  fleet,  every  ship  had  a  kind  greeting  or  a  word  of  good  will  for 
■US  as  we  pMsed« 

"  The  resolt  of  our  reconnaissance  was,  that  we  were  convinced  that  not 
c  the  outside  island,  Gustafsvaerd  and  Vargo,  were  gutted  by  the  Are, 
li  East  Svarto  also,  which  stands  further  back,  was  mourning  in  dust  and 
a  ?fl;  and  several  hundred  acres  of  streets,  barracks,  and  stores  were  burnt 
a      shattered  into  blacked  and  ragged  fragments. 

Our  view  was  much  intercept^  by  the  smoke  of  the  guns,  but  we  had 
D    ^fficnlty  in  making  ont  a  goodly  scene  of  destruction. 

On  the  other  hand  we  could  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  enemy  mounted 
a     e  guns  at  that  moment  than  he  did  before  the  bombardment." 

>.  1. — ^VOL.  V.  f 
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THE  BLACK  MARIA.* 

This  is  the  celebrated  yacht  of  which  our  American  friends  have  so  long 
boasted;  but  however  magnificent  a  vessel  she  may  appear,  or  whatever 
fame  she  may  have  acquired,  she  is  stiU,  with  all  their  vaunting,  with  all 
dieir  pride,  one  of  those  skimming  dishes  with  a  centre-board,  and  there- 
fbre  a  true  yachtsman's  abomination.  She  is  not  likely  ever  to  exhibit 
in  British  waters,  and  if  she  did  come,  its  very  certain  that  whatever  be- 
nefit builders  derived  from  Mr.  Steven's  celebrated  America  in  construe- 
tion  of  the  present  race  of  yachts,  no  man  would  attempt  to  follow  the 
centre-board  system  of  the  Black  Maria.     Mr.  Murray  says 

Tas  Black  Maria  is  a  vessel  so  unique  in  every  respect,  that  the  most 
detailed  description  of  her  cannot  but  be  most  interesting  to  all  yachting 
men  ;  and  so  far  from  apologisiog  for  the  length  of  my  observations,  I  would 
rather  crave  indulgence  for  the  scanty  information  which  this  chapter  will 
afford;  but  as  it  must  prove  pre-eminently  dull  to  those  who  are  ignorant  of 
such  matters,  I  would  entreat  them  to  pass  it  over,  lest,  getting  through  the 
first  page,  their  ideas  become  bewildered,  and,  voting  me  a  bore,  they  throw 
down  the  book,  subjoining  a  malediction  upon  my  poor  innocent  head. 

The  following  notes  were  furnished  me  by  Commodore  Stevens  and  his 
brother,  who  were  the  designers  and  builders  of  this  extraordinary  yacht, 
and  I  therefore  can  vouch  for  their  accuracy.  • 

In  case  the  term  centre-board  should  be  unknown  to  my  readers,  it  may 
be  as  well  to  explain  that  it  means  a  board  passing  longitudinally  ;throu^ 
the  keel,  above  which  a  strong  water-tight  case  is  fixed  for  its  reception ;  it 
is  raised  and  lovrered  by  hand  or  machinery,  according  to  its  weight.  The 
advantages  proposed  by  the  centre-board  are— the  stability  it  ^vcs  to  a 
vessel  on  a  wind  when  let  down;  the  resistance  it  removes,  if,  when  running 
before  the  wind,  it  be  raised;  the  small  draught  of  water  which  the  vessdt 
requires,  thereby  enabling  her  to  keep  close  inshore  out  of  the  influence  of 
strong  tides,  &c.;  and,  lastly,  the  fiicility  for  getting  afloat  again,  by  merebr 
raising  the  centre-board  should  she  take  the  ground.  To  proceed  with  the 
notes: — 

Disjdacement,  145  tons. 

Draught  of  water  on  straight  keel,  5  feet  2  inches. 

Length  of  straight  keel  60  feet,  then  running  away  in  a  curving  line  up- 
wards till  at  the  bow  it  draws  10  inches. 

Length  of  centre-board  24  feet. 

ToUl  depth  of  ditto  15  feet;  weight  7  tons. 

Foremest  end  of  ditto  about  8  feet  abaft  the  foremost  end  of  straight  ker 

When  let  down  it  descends  10  feet  at  the  after  end,  and  8  feet  at  t 
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fbr«most.  It  U  made  of  oak,  with  sufficient  lead  let  in  to  make  it  sink.  By 
an  ingenioas  mechanical  contrivance  one  man  is  enabled  to  raise  and  lower 
it  with  perfect  facility. 

There  ia  another  centre-board  abaft,  about  10  feet  from  the  stem,  which 
is  8  feet  long,  with  a  total  depth  of  9  feet,  and,  when  down,  extending  5  feet 
below  the  keel. 
i^  Length  over  all  113  feet. 

The  extreme  beam  is  26^  feet  at  40  feet  from  the  rudder-post,  running  aft 
to  about  19  feet  at  taftail ;  forward,  it  decreases  about  20  inches  when 
alnreast  of  mast,  thence  runs  away  sharp  to  about  4  feet  at  the  bow. 

The  main-mast  ia  placed  about  6  feet  abaft  the  end  of  straight  keel ;  it  is 
92  feet  long,  housing  8  feet :  the  diameter  in  the  partners  is  32  inches, 
tapering  off  to  23  inches  at  the  hounds.  The  mast  is  made  of  white  pine, 
the  centre  of  it  is  bored  out,  for  the  lowest  twenty  feet  about  12  inches  dia- 
meter— the  next  twenty  feet  10  inches  diameter — the  next  twenty  feet  8 
inches,  and  the  remainder  7  inches.  This  was  done  to  make  the  mast  lighter, 
and,  by  the  circulation  of  air,  enable  it  to  season  itself 

The  main  boom  is  95  feet  long»  and  made  like  a  cask.  The  stares  are  81 
ID  number,  of  white  pine,  2^  inches  thick;  the  staves  are  of  different  lengths, 
so  as  to  vary  the  points  at  which  they  respectively  abut.  The  extreme 
length  of  boom  is  obtained  by  two  lengths  of  the  staves ;  small  cogs  of  wood 
are  let  in  at  intervals,  half  in  one  stave  and  half  in  its  neighbour,  so  as  to 
keep  them  from  drawing,  the  whole  bound  together  with  strong  hoops  fitted 
with  screws,  llie  extreme  diameter  of  the  boom  is  26  inches  where  the 
sheets  are  fixed,  tapering  off  at  the  jawe,  and  13  inches  at  the  boom  end. 
To  give  additional  support  to  the  boom,  an  iron  outrigger,  extending  about 
three  feet  on  each  side  thereof,  is  fixed  where  the  boom  sheets  are  placed, 
and  a  strong  iron  brace  extends  from  the  jaws  through  the  outrigger  to  the 
boom  end.     The  gaff  is  of  spruce,  61  feet  long,  and  9  inches  diameter. 

Hie  bowsprit  is  of  white  pine,  38  feet  long,  18  of  which  is  outboard,  the 
fenudnder  comes  under  the  deck,  is  let  into  each  beam  and  abuts  agunat 
die  bitta ;  it  is  24  inches  diameter,  and  bored  out  like  the  mast,  fi'om  10 
inehes  diameter  at  the  heel  to  7  at  the  end.  The  jib-boom  is  made  of  two 
piecea  of  yellow  pine,  grooved  out  and  hooped  together;  it  is  about  70  feet 
long  and  about  8  inches  in  diameter ;  the  foot  of  the  jib  is  laced  to  this  spar 
on  hooks  (when  required). 

Ilie  main-sail  is  made  with  the  seams  horizontal,  to  avoid  the  resistance 
perpendicular  seams  in  so  large  a  sail  would  offer  to  the  wind.  It  has  been 
calculated  that  the  resistance  of  perpendicular  seams,  in  a  sail  of  this  size, 
-  equal  to  that  of  a  plank  10  inches  broad  and  60  feet  long,  placed  on  end 

oadside  to  the  wind ;  the  luff  of  the  sail  is  66  feet :  the  foot  93 ;  the  head 

;  the  head  and  foot  of  the  sail  are  laced  to  battens  under  gaff  and  on  boom ; 

i  luff  ia  brought  to  the  mast  by  a  contrivance  as  original  as  it  is  perfect ; 

*>  battens  are  fixed  on  after  part  of  the  mast,  about  an  inch  and  a  half 

.ft,  the  inner  parts  shod  with  iron,  and  rather  broader  than  the  exterior 

sning.  To  each  eyelet-hole  of  the  sail  a  strong  brass  plate  is  fixed,  having 
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four  roUera  traversing  fore  and  aft,  and  two  transversely ;  these  plates,  as  the 
sail  goes  up,  are  slipped  into  the  grooves  of  the  battens^  the  rollers  preventing 
friction,  and  the  battens  keeping  the  luff  fixed  to  the  after  centre  line  of  the 
mast — ^without  this  ingenious  arrangement  the  huge  mast  would,  if  on  a  wind, 
becalm  at  least  three  feet  of  the  sail — three  lazy -jacks  are  fitted  to  support 
the  huge  mass  of  canvas  when  lowering  the  sail. 

The  jib  is  69  feet  in  the  hoist,  and  70  in  the  foot. 

The  bob-stays  arc  of  solid  iron,  running  eight  feet  on  each  side  of  the  kee}, 
and  going  through  a  strong  iron  cap  over  the  bowsprit  end,  where  a  strong 
iron  washer  being  put  on,  they  are  securely  fiz.ed  with  a  nut. 

I  regret  omitting  to  obtain  the  length  of  the  afler-leech  of  the  main-sail, 
and  of  the  head  of  the  jib,  but  I  think  I  should  be  justified  in  condudiog 
that  the  former  is  about  110  feet,  and  the  latter  about  120  feet. 

Assuming  these  calculations  to  be  correct — and  they  cannot  be  far  wrong, 
the  main-sail  would  contain  about  5790  square  feet,  and  the  jib  about  2100 
square  feet..  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  largest  sail  in  the  British  Navy 
only  contains  5480  square  feet,  some  conception  may  be  formed  of  their 
gigantic  proportions. 

The  gallant  commodore  was  kind  enough  to  trip  his  anchor  and  give  me 
a  short  cruise.  Unfortunately  there  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind;  but  even 
under  the  influence  of  such  scanty  propelling  power,  the  way  she  shot 
through  the  water,  like  a  dolphin  in  full  cry,  was  perfectly  marvellous ;  and 
the  ease  with  which  she  came  round,  and  the  incredible  distance  she  shot 
ahead  in  stays,  was,  if  possible,  more  astonishing  still;  she  steered  as  easy 
as  a  jolly-boat ;  or  if,  when  running,  a  puff  made  her  refractory,  by  dropping 
the  after  centre-board  she  became  as  docile  as  a  lamb.  My  only  regret  was 
that  I  could  not  see  her  under  the  high  pressure  of  a  good  snorter.  Of  course 
any  salt-water  fish  will  have  long  since  discovered  that  this  wonderful  yacht 
is  a  leviathan  plaything,  and  totally  unfit  to  withstand  the  most  moderate 
gale,  especially  if  any  sea  were  running.  What  she  might  do  if  she  were 
sparred,  as  other  vesseb  of  her  tonnage  usually  are,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say; 
but  my  yachting  friends  need  never  expect  to  see  her,  with  her  present  lig, 
re-enacting  the  '  America*,  hurling  friendly  defiance  at  the  R.Y.S.,  and  car- 
rying off  the  crown  of  victory  in  their  own  waters. 

But  if  any  of  my  Cowes  friends  are  anxious  to  test  the  powers  of  the 
^  Maria*,  the  Commodore  will  be  happy  to  accommodate  them,  and—as  he 
expressed  it  to  me,  will  further  rejoice  at  having  an  opportunity  of  retuming 
some  of  the  many  hospitalities  which  made  his  short  stay  in  England  so 
agreeable  to  him.    The  only  complaint  I  heard  him  make  of  the  rules  of  the 
yachting  at  Cowes,  was  the  want  of  some  restriction  as  to  vessels  entering 
shallow  water,  by  which  omission  a  yacht  with  a  light  draught  of  watei 
enabled  sometimes  to  draw  ahead  of  her  competitors  by  simply  hugging  t 
land  out  of  the  full  swing  of  the  tide,  while  others  are  forced,  from  t\ 
deeper  draught  of  water,  to  struggle  against  its  fvdl  force.    As,  in  my  humt 
opinion,  the  observation  is  a  perfectly  just  one,  I  insert  it  here  for  the  cc 
sideration  of  those  whom  it  may  concern. 
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Tlw  aocominodatiott  on  board  it  not  nearljao  great  as  in  an  Engliab  yacht, 
partly  owing  to  the  little  height  between  decks,  consequent  upon  her  very 
small  draught  of  water,  and  partly  owing  to  the  great  space  taken  up  by  the 
case  for  the  centre-board;  besides  which  it  should  be  remembered  that  a 
jaeht  is  not  used  as  a  home  in  America  in  the  same  way  as  in  England. 
The  great,  and,  I  might  almost  say,  the  only  quality,  transatlantic  yachtsmen 
care  about  is  speed ;  and  I  think  my  yachting  friends  at  Cowes  must  admit 
diat  they  hare  proved  that  they  know  how  to  attain  their  end,  and  that  Mr. 
Steer*,  the  builder  of  the  America,  is  second  to  none  in  his  crafty  unless  the 
Black  Maria  some  future  day  assume  a  practicable  rig,  and,  crossing  the 
Atlantic,  earn  the  victor's  laurels,  in  which  case  Mr.  Steers  will  have  to  yield 
the  palm  to  the  worthy  fraternity,  who  are  at  one  and  the  same  time  the 
ovners,  builders,  and  sailers  of  the  Black  Maria. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Murray  has  designated  her  the  ''Black  Maria,"  and 
his  aathority  for  so  doing  seems  to  be  Mr.  Stevens^  yet  in  the  New 
York  Taoiht  Uits  which  we  have  received  from  the  Club,  she  is  simply 
styled  the  Maria,  and  as  Boch  she  is  known  to  the  Britishers;  but  what's 
in  a  name,  did  she  carry  that  of  his  Satanic  Majesty,  and  manned  by  his 
impe,  we  should  find  British  yachts  that  would  try  to  take  the  shme  out 
of  her. 

Mr.  Murray's  work  is  replete  with  amusing  incidents  and  scenes,  and 
his  manner  of  describing  them  must  give  much  pleasure  to  his  readers, 
of  whom  no  doubt  he  will  have  many. 
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Oh  a  bright  and  lovely  morning  in  the  month  of  May,  we  detonmned 

to  pooeed  on  a  distant  voyage  to  some  remote  re^on  where  we  might 

leap  a  reward  for  our  trouble,  in  treasuring  up  a  rich  store  of  informa- 

tioo  to  be  made  available  to  our  club  during  the  winter  meetings.     This 

we  oonridered  fiir  more  useful  than  ingloriously  lounging  about  the 

watering  places  of  our  native  coast,  either  doing  the  amiable  among  the 

'  lies^  or  ''prospectbg  "  through  the  elongated  amber  ;  the  one  nn- 

btHng  the  mind,  the  other  unseatmg  our  intellects.     So  having  our 

od  barque  all  a-tauit-o  with  the  blue  Peter  fiying  aloft>  we  summoned 

-  sailing-master^  an  old  weather-beaten  seaman,  one  of  the  Nelson 

)e>)  but  an  excellent  navigator,  and  a  first-rate  sailor  ;  we  laid  our 

lentions  before  him,  and  sought  his  advice,  touching  the  time  it  would 
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take,  and  whether  oar  craft  was  in  his  estimation  competent  to  carry  oa 
in  safety  through  the  perils  we  might  encounter  in  shapes  of  hurrioanesy 
waterspouts,  typhoons,  or  eyen  that  most  affectionate  of  all  animals,  the 
pirate. 

Our  Mentor,  after  whetting  his  ivories  with  a  "  stiff 'ner ''  said  **  "Why 
look'ee  your  honor,  as  to  the  craft's  capabilities  to  carry  us  through  any 
danger  from  the  ocean,  I'd  match  her  against  any  in  the  R.Y.S.,  or 
even  in  the  whole  fleet  of  Royals ;  but  in  the  matter  of  pirates,  our 
armament  is  much  too  small,  our  pop-guns,  as  I  call  our  little  brass  6- 
pounders,  are  all  very  weU  for  a  salute,  but  d'ye  see  them  d  d 
murdering  thieves  carry  heavy  mettle,  which  would  at  close  quarters,  be 
anything  but  pleasant.  If  your  honor  is  bent  on  a  long  cruise,  why  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  a  good  stock  of  arms  and  powder,  besides  a  kill- 
devil  or  two." 

To  this  we  consented,  and  be  had  an  unlimited  order  to  provide  what 
he  thought  necessary.  He  was  prompt  in  his  movements  and  soon  an- 
nounced the  schooner  ready  for  sea. 

''.Up  anchor,"  was  the  order  given,  and  the  beautiful  white  canvas 
was  soon  fluttering  in  the  breeze.  This  was  our  first  long  voyage,  and 
as  the  shores  of  Albion  receded  from  our  view  the  words  of  Byron  re- 
curred to  the  mind, 

'*  Adieu,  adieu,  my  Native  land." 

Whoever  has  left  on  a  voyage  to  a  distant  land,  for  the  first  time, 
must  feel  a  dulbess  pass  over  him,  creating  strange  sensations,  which 
will  cling  to  him,  however  bold  a  front  he  shows  :  it  is  not  fear,  it  is 
not  cowardice,  it  is  a  depression  of  spirits,  that  excitement  and  change 
of  seene  alone  can  disperse. 

We  were  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  nay  do  not  start  gentie  readers, 
we  had  a  good  150  tonner  under  us,  and  as  our  old  Triton  boasted,  ''as 
staunch  a  vessel  as  ever  floated/'  We  had  a  fine  and  prosperous  voyage, 
attended  with  few  incidents  to  relieve  the  mind  from  the  monotony  of 
a  voyage,  but  however  trifling  the  object  that  can  arouse  the  fedings, 
and  chase  away  that  sensation  which  is  termed  enntit,  and  which  is  too 
often  the  offipring  of  indifference  to  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  is 
seised  with  avidity. 

I>uring  one  calm  morning  we  commenced  fishing,  and  were  rewarde^^ 
rather  unexpectedly,  and  I  may  say  ungraciously,  by  hauling  in  a  youn 
shark,  which  some  of  the  men  (who  were  old  sailors)  soon  dtspatchec 
and  out  up  into  slices,  and  fried,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  it  much;  but  the 
younger  hands  (like  ourselves  on  their  first  distant  voyage)  could  n'* 
bring  their  appetites  to  such  a  mea/.     We  overheard  one  say  to  h 
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menmaie  **  Them  ould  man-o-war*8  men  would  eat  their  mothers  if  they 
war  pulled  out  of  the  sea."  Our  "  ancient  mariner/'  told  us  when  he 
came  down  for  a  "  stuBT'ner,^'  that  he  thought  we  should  see  a  shark 
beoaose  he  had  noticed  what  he  termed  a  pilot  fish  hoTering  ahont;  and 
to  our  further  enquiries  respecting  this  fish,  we  find  that  of  all  the  finny 
tribes  inhalnting  the  ocean  this  Kttle  creature  is  the  only  one  that  horere 
about  the  shark,  and  seems  a  sort  of  jackall  for  the  monster,  for 
whererer  it  goes  the  shark  follows. 

It  was  a  common  supposition  among  sailors  that  the  young  shark 
enters  at  pleasure  the  mouth  of  their  dam,  hut  this  is  disbelicTed  and 
denied  hy  most  persons  who  hare  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  these 
devastating  monsters.  ^*  I  hare/'  says  a  writer  on  this  subject,  ''seen 
upwards  of  sixty  young  ones  aiiye,  ahout  fourteen  inches  in  length, 
taken  from  a  very  huge  shark,  and  aU  prettily  fonned,  hut  whether  from 
the  stomach  or  from  the  uteris  I  did  not  notice  at  the  time.  The  shark 
b  a  Tinparous  animal,  it  is  therefore  prohable  that  the  young  ones  were 
still  under  gestation,  and  had  never  seen  salt-water.  The  frequency  of 
sach  a  sight  has,  perhaps,  strengthened  the  opinion  entertained  of  the 
young  entering  into  the  mother's  mouth." 

In  cruising  along  a  weed  is  observed  whidi  appears  to  he  floated 
on  the  surface  of  the  ocean  by  its  globular  appendages.  Many  are  the 
oonjectores  respecting  this  weed,  some  supposing  it  detached  from  roeks, 
others  maintain  that  it  is  unconnected  with  the  earth,  but  like  the  duck- 
weed on  ponds  has  no  roots,  vegetating  solely  from  the  surfiMse.  An 
intdUigent  writer  with  whom  we  fully  agree  gives  the  follovring  account 
rfit:— 

The  fucus  naian$  is  certainly,  a  very  extraordinary  vegetable  pro« 
doction  of  the  ocean,  and  has  engaged  the  attention  of  naturalists  and 
voyagers  for  many  years,  but  without  its  place  of  growth  being  clearly 
and  satis&otorily  determined.  Conjecture  supposes  it  in  one  instance 
to  vegetate  upon  the  bosom  of  the  vraters  ;  in  anotheri  that  it  grows 
upon  the  rocks  at  the  bottom,  and  is  separated  therefrt>m  by  the  action 
of  the  water ;  and  from  the  buoyancy  of  its  globular  appendages, 
ascends  to^  and  floats  upon  the  sur&ce.  Nothing  decisive  has  been 
elieited  from  the  closest  observations  hitherto,  to  throw  light  upon  tUs 
(~~lous  p<Mnt ;  and  as  we  cannot  penetrate  into  the  secrets  of  the  deep, 
i   t  question  may  remain  for  ever  undecided. 

We  shall  however,  mention  one  circumstance  that  seems  to  have 
f  aped  the  observations  of  voyagers,  and  which  may  serve  to  strengthen 
t  opinion  of  the  advocates  for  the  natans  being  solely  a  surface  plant. 
^  J  may  premise  that  analogy  offers  parallel  cases,  both  in  the  air  and 
1    the  water ;  the  circnmstanoe,  therefore,  of  a  vegetable  flourishing 
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upon  the  Sttrfi&oe  of  the  ocean,  10  not  only  rendered  poesihle,  but  Teiy 
probable. 

We  believe  that  in  the  order  Fluviales,  seyeral  of  ihe  plants  have 
their  roots  unconnected  with  the  earth.  The  Limna,  or  Dack*weed 
which  covers  ponds,  &c.,  is  a  well  known  instance  ;  and  the  eaUiirieke 
aquatiea,  or  water  star-grass,  at  one  period  of  its  growth  has  floating 
roots,  which,  at  another,  are  fixed  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom.  Many 
of  the  fur  plants  are  capable  of  living  suspended  in  the  sur  unconnected 
with  the  ground  ;  succulent  plants  particularly  are  capable  of  this  mode 
of  growth  ;  some  of  ihe  species  of  epidendrum  will  flourish  for  years 
suspended  in  the  air,  without  being  supplied  with  water  ;  the  aloe  b 
brought  to  England  by  sailors,  who  use  no  other  mode  to  preserve  the 
plant  than  that  of  suspending  it,  root  upwards,  from  the  beams  of  the 
ship  :  and  there  are  some  parasitical  plants  which  strike  their  roots  into 
the  bark  of  trees,  but  will  not  grow  in  the  earth  ;  the  mistletoe  is  one 
of  these.  The  plant  which  we  shall  now  notice  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
curious  of  all,  and  although  common  enough  on  the  north  side  of  Jamaica 
appears  not  to  have  been  noticed  by  naturalists.  In  has  no  connectioii 
with  the  shrub  upon  which  it  leans  for  support,  nor  with  the  earth  ;  it 
is  truly  an  air-plant,  having  no  root  whatever,  and  deriving  all  its  nou- 
rishment from  the  atmosphere  alone.  It  is  stringy,  of  an  orange-yellow 
colour,  and  looks  like  thread  or  small  twine;  it  is  generally  found  upon 
the  Coyah  shrub,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Love  Bush. 

Professor  Drummond  makes  the  following  allusion  to  this  weed:— 
''A  number  of  cryptogamio  plants  swim  at  random  in  the  waters^ 
among  which,  the  most  interesting,  perhaps,  in  our  present  state  of  know 
ledge,  is  the  sargasso,  or  gulf-weed  of  voyagers,  (fueas  natan$)  which 
is  found  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  ocean, 
floating  in  masses  or  fields,  many  miles  in  leng^.  No  distinct  root  is 
found  in  this  plant,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  vegetates  and  lives  long 
in  this  natant  state,  though  originally,  perhaps,  attached  to  some  solid 
substance,  and  not,  as  now  a  weed 


-flung  from  the  rock,  on  ocean's  foam  to  sail 


Where'er  the  surge  may  sweep,  the  tempest's  breath  prevail." 

In  Mr.  Luccock^s  notes  on  Brazil,  he  states  that  the  globular  visicles 
are  seed  vessels  containing  a  smM  brawn  seed*  Familiar  as  we  hav*' 
been  for  many  years  with  this  weed,  nothing  we  have  seen  has  eve 
£^ven  us  reason  for  supposing  this  to  be  the  case:  indeed  it  wouli 
no  doubt  be  thought  a  very  great  curiosity  if  a  berry-bearing  cryptoga 
mic  plant,  whether  of  the  land  or  the  sea,  could  be  found.  These  vesi- 
cles appear  to  us  to  be  nothing  more  than  air-bladders,  designed  by  xia 
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tore  lor  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  plant  upon  the  surface  of  the 
water;  they  are  crisp,  hollow,  and  empty  ;  sometimes  a  little  reddish- 
brown  dust  may  be  detected  ;  bat  in  the  many  we  have  opened,  it  has 
oever  been  our  fortune  to  find  a  single  seed,  or  any  thing  that  oould  be 
•0  considered.  Indeed,  if  these  vesicles  be  fruit,  or  seed-vessels,  the 
plant  must  be  an  everlasting  bearer;  for  at  all  seasons,  and  in  all  parts 
where  the  weed  is  met  with,  these  appendages  are  present  upon  it.  Be- 
ndsfl^  the  circumstance  of  flowers  appearing  upon  ready  formed  finite 
or  seed-vessels,  has  no  where,  we  believe,  among  the  curiosities  of  the 
Tf^table  world,  been  yet  discovered;  although  it  is  true,  we  have  two 
instances  of  seed-vessels  \mng  borne  at  the  extremity  of  ihe  frmts:— - 
tke  anacardium  occidentale  or  cashew,  and  the  execarpus  cupremfoT" 
SMI,  of  Austral  Asia. 

We  had  fine  fresh  breezes,  and  sighted  Descada,  S.b.W.,  about  eight 
mUes,  we  had  made  up  our  minds  to  return  by  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  and 
ao  proceeded  on  our  route  to  Jamaica,  which  we  reached  at  the  latter 
end  of  July. 

As  ours  was  not  a  voyage  of  yesterday,  and  we  had  no  idea  of  book 
making,  it  would  be  uninteresting  to  our  readers  to  describe  the  persons 
to  whom  we  were  introduced,  suffice  it  to  say  that  we  met  a  cordial 
reception,  and  were  shown  all  the  *^  lions  "  of  the  places  we  visited* 
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Wb  have  been  &voured  with  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  received 
by  the  late  owner  of  this  yacht  (J.  Mann,  Esq.)  from  the  present  owners, 
idio  bought  her  for  mercantile  purposes :  it  is  dated  29th  November,  1855. 
''To  your*s  of  the  12th,  respecting  the  'Margaret,'  we  have  to  state  that 
•be  has  given  us  evexy  satisfaction,  having  made  her  passage  to  Ambriz,  in 
hi.  8  deg.  south,  a  dfffleuU  ptumge  to  make,  in  forty  days ;  very  seldom 
made  in  less  than  sixty  days ;  by  the  log  is  frequently  marked  thirteen  knou. 
and-a-half  (equal  to  fifteen  and-a-half  miles),  and  agreeing  with  the  differ- 
ence of  latitude  in  going  south.    Our  Senior  has  had  to  do  with  fast-sailing 
j     aiops  for  more  than  sixty  years,  and  never  ran  thirteen  knots  in  his  life.    We 
!     think  she  sails  folly  as  well  as  a  schooner  as  a  cutter,  and  better  for  the 
M     en  to  handle.    She  sailed  about  a  fortnight  ago  on  another  voyage  to 
A    la,  and  has  bad  a  fine  run.'* 

e  leave  our  readers  to  make  their  own  caculations  upon  the  above 
ifa  ment :  the  rate  of  sailing  appears  unusual.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
til  yacht  was  designed  and  buUt  by  Mr.  George  Radfield  Tovell,  of  the 
I  H,  ^e,  Colchester,  Essex,  upon  a  novel  form :  she  is  very  shallow,  but  has 
in  ease  beam,  and  is  remarkably  stiff  under  siuL  When  she  made  her 
>.  1. — voi#.  V.  .  G 


42  hunt's  yachtjno  maqazike. 

appearance  in  the  Thames  amongst  the  English  yachts  in  1853,  she  ran  be- 
fore the  wind  at  an  astonishing  rate :  but  as  she  never  sailed  a  public  match 
with  any  of  the  large  yachts,  do  opportunity  occurred  for  recording  her 
yachting  achicTements. 

The  Margaret  was  a  very  unsightly  looking  craft  as  a  yacht,  and  certainly 
bad  not  suiBcient  canvas  for  match  -sailing,  except  in  a  strong  wind,  she  had 
many  excellent  qualities  about  her,  and  many  peculiarities,  some  of  which 
were  not  considered  by  all  nautkal  men  desirable.  She  was  sold  to  tome 
mercantile  firm  at  Liverpool  for  trade  purposes,  and  it  appears  has  since 
been  converted  into  a  schooner,  and  we  should  imagine  her  bulwarks  have 
been  raised,  they  were  too  low  for  sea  going  purposes.  Her  crew  were 
rather  too  freely  and  saucily  greeted  with  spray,  on  a  voyage  made  in  this 
vessel  to  Smyrna  in  her  original  rig ;  of  which  somewhat  creditable  events 
we  have  already  spoken  in  a  precious  volume. 

figMr.  Tovell  is  now  biulding  a  fine  vess^  of  800  tons  burthen,  upon  the 
same  plan  as  the  Margaret :  we  have  made  our  voyage  to  his  building  yard  and 
were  thoroughly  pleased  with  her  powerful  appearance,  she  is  deddedly  m 
beautiful  vessel,  and  has  nnmistakeable  signs  oi  superior  sailing  qnalitiest  in 
addition  to  which  she  has  abundant  carrying  capacity,  which  the  Maigarel 
had  not ;  she  is  also  well  and  strongly  built  This  vessel  is  intended  for  Mr. 
Mann,  (the  former  owner  of  the  Margaret^)  and  is  to  be  engaged  in  the  East 
India  trade,  she  will  very  shortly  be  ready  for  launching,  and  we  shall  look 
forward  with  every  confidence  to  rapid  voyages  being  performed  by  her. 
The  model,  as  before  stated,  is  peculiar,  and  entirely  original.  Mr.  Tovell 
has  patented  his  design,  the  peculiarities  of  which  have  often  been  brought 
before  the  public.  One  difficulty  occurred  to  us  whilst  pacing  the  deck  of 
this  noble  vessel^  t.  e.,  the  comparatively  confined  space  for  launching,  the 
river  being  so  exceedingly  narrow  and  insignificant,  that  considerable  cautioo, 
and  a  certain  degree  of  skill  will  be  required  to  eSsct  that  operatioD  soeeesft* 
ftiUy. 

We  should  like  to  see  a  twenty-five  ton  racing  yacht  built  upon  Mr. 
Toveirs  principle,  we  imagine  he  could  turn  out  a  clipper,  and  at  the  preaent 
time  there  is  an  excellent  qpenlng  for  a  new  ladng  yacht  of  that  tonnage. 


A  WHALE  HUNT*— from  the  Cruise  of  the  Yacht  Maria^ 

Wb  found  the  whdes,  in  this  instance,  were  being  himted  into  the  harw 
bonr  of  Westmannshaven,  a  place  sixteen  miles  distance  by  water ;  so  that^ 
to  save  a  long  row  round  the  south-eastern  promontory  of  Stromoe,  > 
crossed  two  miles  of  boggy  mountain  to  Welbestadt,  and  there  prociared 
boat  to  take  us  the  rest  of  the  way. 

The  fiords,  usually  so  quiet  and  lonely,  were  now  dotted  over  by  hot 
haatening  to  the  spot,  their  crews  rowmg  against  one  another  in  famoi 

*  Published  by  Longman  k  Co.,  London. 
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iprits ;  for,  besides  the  capture  of  a  herd  of  whales  affording  a  Talaabte 
si^Iy  of  ibod  for  the  winter,  the  Feroese  enjoy  the  excitement  of  the  chase 
m  nroch  as  we  do  a  fox-bant  or  horse-race.    The  row  from  Welbestadt 
oecnpied  three  hoars— «  time  spent  by  us  in  a  state  of  great  suspense  lest 
aD  these  should  have  been  killed,  or  escaped  before  oar  arrival ;  and  as 
soon  as  we  opened  Westmannshaven  bay,  we  looked  eagerly  up  it  to  reassure 
ounelves  that  we  were  not  too  late.    There  we  espied  them,  to  our  great 
de^ht,  just  perceptible  in  the  distance,  spouting  numerous  jets  of  water. 
It  was  a  most  curious  sight,  and  the  sceneiy  was  well  calculated  to  set  it  off 
to  sdnmtage.    The  bay  is  about  three  miles  long  by  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
bnady  and  surrounded  by  steep  rugged  mountains,  which  looked  particularly 
^oomy  in  the  sombre  twilight.    Between  the  whales  and  the  outlet  to  the 
sea,  fidly  sixty  boats  were  collected  together,  with  crews  of  six  or  dght  men 
each,  who  were  lying  lazily  on  their  oars,  while  about  a  hundred  natives  on 
cither  side,  were  employed  in  dragging  a  net  of  ropes,  some  Ave  hundred 
yards  long,  across  the  entrance.    This  net  is  only  used  in  Westmannshaven 
where  there  are  no  sloping  shallows  upon  which  to  drive  the  whales ;  it  is  of 
eoorse,  not  intended  to  catch  them  in,  for  no  net  could  be  made  sufficiently 
strong,  but  it  is  supposed  to  retard  their  escape  when  they  attempt  to  get 
out  to  sea.     The  boats  were  the  ordinary  ones  in  common  use ;  the  only 
diflereoce  observable  in  them  being,  that  they  had  now  lances  stuck  upright, 
ISkt  masts,  at  the  stem  and  stem,  and  attached  to  the  benches  by  several 
fiithoms  of  rope«    More  boats  came  dropping  in  for  some  time  after  our 
srrival,  until  at  eleyen  o'clock  we  counted  the  number  up  to  ninety;  so  that 
including  the  men  on  shore,  not  fewer  than  eight  hundred  must  have  been 
present — all  of  them  dressed  in  the  rusty  brown  jackets  and  black  knee 
breeches  of  the  country,  with  as  much  uniformity  as  a  regiment  of  soldiers. 
The  net  was  drawn  further  and  further  up  the  bay,  great  care  being  taken 
to  avoid  frightening  the  whales,  who  swam  quietly  before  it,  or  rolled  about 
St  their  ease,  evidently  quite  unconscious  of  danger.     When  matters  seemed 
approaching  to  a  criins,  our  party  separated.    Each  of  us  got  into  a  boat, 
and  stood  in  the  bows  with  a  lance  in  our  hands  ready  for  action,  and  the 
fhy  commenced.    Half  of  the  boats  remained  outside  the  net  to  support 
tihe  buoys,  and  the  remainder,  about  fifty  in  number  including  ours,  closed 
round  their  prey,  and  drove  them,  by  shouting  and  throwing  stones,  towards 
the  shore,  the  animals  tamely  submitting  until  they  got  close  to  it.    They 
then  turned,  evidently  in  great  alarm,  and  bore  down  upon  us,  looking  most 
ftrmidable,  and  surrounded  by  a  great  wave,  which  their  impetus  carried 
v^*!  them.  Not  knowing  how  the  boats  would  behave,  we  tyros  awaited  the 
d    -ge  with  no  small  misgivings,  under  an  assumed  air  of  great  cidmness. 
T     natives,  on  the  other  hand,  became  frantic  with  excitement,  ydling  Hke 
m   tiacs,  splashing  the  water  with  their  spears,  and  seeming  about' to  threw 
th   naelves  into  it,  in  the  intense  desire  to  head  them  back.    All  their  efforts 
he    erer,  were  to  no  purpose.    The  whole  herd  broke  through  our  ranks 
di  ogh  they  were  severely  speared  in  passing.     Many  of  the  boats  were 
Gf  '<  half  out  of  the  water  in  the  coUinons ;  while  the  cries  of  the  boatmen, 
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miogliDg  with  the  loud  blowiog  of  the  whales,  made  a  wild  and  not  inappro- 
priate chorus,  which  rang  through  the  surrouDdiug  hills.  When  dear  of  us 
the  animals  continued  their  career  at  the  same  rapid  pace,  and  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  net,  which  they  carried  back,  as  well  as  all  the  line]  of  boats 
supporting  it,  several  yards :  and  in  a  few  seconds  escaped,  either  under  or 
through  it,  leaving  a  few  of  their  number  entangled  in  its  folds,  lashing  the 
water  up  twenty  and  thirty  feet  high,  in  their  desperate  struggle  to  disengage 
themselves.  After  great  opposition  they  succeeded  in  gaining  the  sea, 
when  they  dived  under  water,  and  remained  nearly  a  minute  out  of 
sight.  We  then  pulled  after  them  as  fast  as  we  could.  The  scene  resembled 
an  enormous  regatta,  with  a  herd  of  whales  as  the  turning  buoy;  and  by  dint 
of  stones  and  shouts,  they  were  headed  back,  again  speared,  and  again  broke 
through  all  the  barriers  opposed  to  them. 

This  operation  was  repeated  three  times.  At  last  much  wounded  and 
harassed,  they  were  forced  into  a  narrower  part  of  the  bay.  All  their  enemies 
pressed  round  them  at  once;  and  the  animals,  either  wild  with  fear,  or  com- 
pletely bewildered  as  to  the  direction  of  the  sea,  dashed  towards  the  shore, 
carrying  many  of  the  boats  with  them  in  the  rush.  On  a  flatter  beach  they 
would  all  at  once  have  been  stranded;  but  this  was  so  steep  and  rocky,  that, 
alter  two  or  three  minutes*  melee,  during  whicb  the  boats  and  whales  were 
all  floixed  up  together  in  one  fighting,  struggling  wave,  only  one  third  of  them 
were  killed,  and  the  remainder  reached  deep  water  again.  The  real  sport 
was,  however,  over,  and  what  followed  was  merely  a  sickening,  though  useful 
piece  of  butchery,  in  which  we  took  no  part.  Those  which  were  not  taken* 
having  lost  their  leader,  never  reunited,  but  rolled  groaning  in  the  bay, 
quite  blinded  in  their  own  blood,  and  thus  fell  victims  in  detail  to  th^ 
pursuers. 

When  a  whale  is  sufficiently  wounded  and  exhausted  to  be  manageable, 
a  boat  is  run  alongside,  and  one  of  the  men  strikes  a  hook  into  the  blubber, 
attached  to  a  strong  rope,  by  means  of  which  the  rest  of  the  crew  hold  their 
boat  fast  to  it,  while  a  knife,  stuck  deep  in  behind  the  head,  soon  terminates 
its  sufferings.  Others,  on  shore,  hook  and  despatch  the  whales  which  get 
aground  in  the  same  manner.  After  the  herd  was  completely  broken  up  and 
separated,  we  landed,  and  from  a  commanding  cliff  viewed  with  advantage 
the  strange  spectacle  below.  The  bay  was,  without  exaggeration,  red  with 
blood :  some  boats  were  towing  dead  whales  ashore ;  others  were  spearing 
the  few  remaining  lively  ones;  while  all  round  the  beach,  men,  up  to  their 
necks  in  the  water,  were  actively  engaged  in  the  great  work  of  slaughter. 
Occasionally  the  boatmen  would  hook  one  more  lively  than  they  supposed 
it  to  be,  wluch  would  tow  their  boat  rapidly  about,  or  break  from  them,  »r 
lie  lathing  up  clouds  of  water  in  its  agony.  Not  a  single  fish  escaped.  7  le 
§Bm  that  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  returned  in  search  of  their  leac  r, 
and  shared  the  fikte  of  their  companions ;  and  in  two  hours  flrom  the  o  i« 
raencement  the  i^ho\e  212  were  destroyed.  When  it  was  over,  we  ace.  i- 
panied  the  Sysellman'to  the  factor's  house;  and  the  boats  congregated  in 
firoQI,  their  crews  Ibughing  and  singing,  and  waiting  until  the  tide  left  <  le 
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itnnded  carcaeses  dry,  when  the  diviaioo  was  to  be  made.  From  two  to 
tlnee  thonaaDd  whales  are  amiually  captured  in  the  Islands;  and  shoals  are 
frequently  secured  with  much  less  trouble  than  the  one  we  witnessed,  par- 
tknxlarly  in  shallower  bays.  We  belie?e  boats  are  seldom  upset  in  the  con- 
ffict,  as  they  are  not  lifted  high  enough  out  of  the  water  to  be  capsized ;  in 
&ct,  the  object  of  the  animals  being  escape,  and  not  attack,  they  generally 
endeaTOor  to  slip  under  the  boats,  and  seldom  come  head  on. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

Tmb  annnal  festival  of  this  club  was  celebrated  on  Wednesday  the  2l8t  of 
Notember,  at  Willis's  spacious  rooms,  St.  James's,  which  on  this  occasion 
ihone  with  great  briUisncy.  The  decorations  were  interspersed  with  the 
flsgs  of  our  Allies,  and  formed  a  pleasing  coup  ^teil  to  the  gay  scene.  The 
festive  board  was  superbly  and  abundantly  furnished,  truly  upholding  the 
epicurean  character  of  the  great  city,  whose  arms  are  emblazoned  on  the 
dnb  enaigo. 

The  Commodore,  J.  Goodson,  Esq  ,  was  in  the  chair,  supported,  by  a  large 
mmiber  of  yachtsmen  and  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  army,  and  commercial 
interests. 

The  evening  was  enlivened  by  the  musical  talents  of  the  Misses  Henderson 
and  Martindale,  and  Messrs.  G.  Genge,  Perren,  and  Smlthson. 

Numerous  toasts  was  given,  and  responded  to,  but  the  principal  toast  of 
the  evening  appeared  to  be  *'  The  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  ;*'  in  proposmg 
which  the  Commodore  said : — On  the  occasion  of  our  anniversary  there  is  a 
toast  to  which  we  give  more  especial  attention  than  to  others,  as  peculiarly 
idcDtified  with  our  feelings,  and  I  feel  now,  as  I  have  ever  done  heretofore! 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  prelude  it  with  any  very  lengthened  remarks.  I 
have  so  often  pointed  out  the  advantage  to  yachtsmen  of  being  members  of 
the  Royal  London  Yacht  Clnb,  that  1  feel  it  would  be  superfluous  to  do  so 
now ;  but  it  was  with  pleasure  that  1  advert  to  its  continuing  prosperity,  and 
to  the  fiKst  that  it  possesses  a  much  larger  number  of  members  than  on  the 
oeeaaion  of  our  last  meeting  under  this  roof;  and  when  1  look  around  and 
see  the  enormous  assemblage  over  which  I  have  at  this  moment  the  honour 
lo  preside,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  must  be  something  very  good 
aboot  this  dub,  some  intrinsic  merit  which  is  kindly  appreciated,  or  I  should 
not  at  this  moment  be  so  handsomely  supported ;  and  I  think  I  shall  not  be 
ri>«iiig  too  much  when  I  prophecy  that  the  future  shall  exceed,  the  past, 
1  ugh  this  is  an  assembly  the  equal  .to  which  was  never  before  congregated 
1  m  a  similar  occasion  in  London  out  of  the  vast  yachting  community.  *It . 
I  <«•  an  unequivocal  earnest  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  elub  is  h^, 
i  I  it  is  with  the  utmost  pride  and  delight  that  J  have  watched  its  rapid 
1     gressioa  to  this  heights" 

iie  night  vras  fitr  spent  when  the  convivial  bachafiidians  retired  from  the 
1     ive  board. 
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BOTAL  TAOHT  SQUADRON. 

A  ■FBOiix  general  meeting  of  the  memben  of  the  Rojal  Yacht  Squadron,  waa 
held  at  the  Thatched  Home  Tarern,  London,  for  the  pnrpose  of  oonsidering  the 
offer  made  to  the  Squadron,  of  Oowea  Castle,  bj  the  Marquia  of  Conyngham. 
The  noble  Commodore  the  Earl  of  Wilton,  presided  at  the  meethig,  at  which  C 
B.  IL  Talbot,  Esq,  x.F.,  and  about  twenty  of  the  leading  members  were  present. 
It  was  agreed  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  Marquis  of  Conjmgham,  in  reference  to 
the  transfer  of  the  lease  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  Lands  BeTenue,  at 
the  same  time  it  was  resoWed  to  continue  the  present  Squadron  House.  What 
farther  proceedings  may  be  adopted  in  the  matter  we  are  ignorant  of,  at  the 
same  time,  as  the  Squadron  has  selected  the  most  picturesque  and  commanding 
Tiews  of  the  rendeiToai  and  the  Solent  Sea,  as  their  fiitore  Squadron  House, 
the  castle  will  probably  become  the  head-quarters,  and  the  former  establishment 
the  dormitory,  since  the  present  castle,  without  great  additions  to  it,  would  be 
InsniBcient  for  the  purpose. 
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This  club  has  receired  permission  to  enrol  another  royal  personage  amongst  its 
members  ;  at  the  last  Meeting,  December  5th,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Goi^* 
modore,  regretting  that  he  was  unable  to  attend,  and  informing  the  club  that 
the  King  of  Sardinia  had  consented  to  become  a  patron  of  the  club. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  such  members  as  should  not  pay  their  subscriptions  by 
the  31st  December,  was  ordered  to  be  suspended  in  the  dab-room,  and  it  was 
announced  that  the  number  of  defaulters  was  unusually  smaU. 

A  letter  from  the  Barasgate  Albion  Club,  to  the  effect  that  members  of  the 
B.T.Y.C.  Tisiting  Bamsgate  In  their  yachts,  were  allowed  the  pritileges  of  the 
Albion  Club  for  three  days  once  in  each  season,  and  might  become  memben  of 
the  Albion  Club  for  one  month,  on  payment  of  10s.  6d.,  was  read  and  ordered  to 
be  acknowledged  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  club  was  fixed  for  January  9th,  and  Febm- 
aiy  Uth  was  appointed  for  the  annual  ball. 


•tit  SMtor'fi  Irocfceir* 


UmTBftSAL  Yacht  List. 

N&itemUr  19M,  1865. 
Sia,— There  are  many  yachtsmen  who  with  me  regret  that  the  Tacht  iiet 
did  not  appear  earlier  in  the  season,  had  it  been  published  a  month  or  six 
weeks  sooner,  I  am  convinced  that  its  increased  sale  would  haye  satisfied  t 
proprietors  not  only  financialiy,  but  as  to  the  desirability  of  issuing  it  earl 
next  year.    I  have  observed  several  errors,  but  in  saying  this  I  have  no  wi 
to  detract  from  the  value  or  utility  of  the  work,  as  a  correct  Yacht  List  t 
desideratum  with  the  yachtsman.     To  an  editor  living  in  London  and  de 
ving  his  information  from  the  incorrect  clnb  lists  it  is  absolutely  impossi 
to_co!lect  correct  facts  about  each  and  every  yacht,  but  such  facte  we  eai 
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obtiiaaUe  for  any  district  or  port.  I  koow  many  yachtsmen  who  correct 
tbeir^Hant*t  Lists,  inserting  all  the  latest  additions,  corrections  of  informa- 
tioo,&G.  Still  each  list  thus  improved  is  bat  partially  perfect,  the  man  at 
Liverpool  or  Dublin  knows  little  or  nothing  of  the  doings  at  Cowes*  and 
SMi  vena.  Bot  if  you  can  indace  a  few  yachtsmen  to  forwaed  their  corrected 
lists  to  the  Editor  in  April  next,  the  task  of  embodying  the  information  thus 
ooDected  would  be  simple  enough,  and  thus  Hunt*8  Tacht  List  for  1856, 
might  be  more  nearly  perfi?ction  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  whilst  its  ^eater 
iccaracy  and  earlier  appearance,  would  I  trust  afford  Mr.  Hunt  sobsUntial 
proof  that  yachtsmen  apprecsate  his  labours. 

Yours,  &c. 

To  ike  Edxtar  of  H.  Y.M.  P. 

[Mr.  Hunt  has  times  out  of  number  solicited  yacht  owners  to  give  him  cor- 
rect information,  and  hare  sent  circulars  to  all  whose  addresses  could  be 
obtained,  but  reiy  &w  have  returned  the  information  sought.— En, J 
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fioL— There  is  a  mistake  under  the  head  of  "  Summary  of  winning  yachts,**  in 
your  December  number.  Blue  Belle  did  not  gain  the  second  prize  at  Largs. 
Tkt  (mljf  two  yachts  eutersd  for  this  prize  were  the  Foam  and  Onda.  The 
mstch  was  a  drawn  one,  as  the  Onda  did  not  arrive  before  8  o'clock.  The  Voam 
having  fouled  a  flag-boat. 

X  am,  &c. 
To  Ae  Editor  of  H.Y.M.  L, 

Thb  Zoleika  Cvttbb  Yacht. 

Garrawc^e,  Comhitt,  December  30<A,  lS!i^ 
Sol— Hy  attention  having  been  directed  to  an  artide  in  your  December  num- 
ber, on  the  sulject  of  the  build  of  the  Zukika,  cutter,  calculated,  if  unnoticed 
to  damage  her  reputation,  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your  causing  this  com- 
onmication  to  appear  in  your  next  pubUcation. 

The  writer  of  the  article  referred  to,  in  his  attempt  to  disparage  the  Zuleika, 
cammt  help  the  admissioa  that  the  Phantom  yacht,  which  all  the  world  know* 
bad  ever  been  recounted  "a  clipper  of  the  first  water,"  on  more  than  one  ocea- 
ite  bas  been  beaten  by  tlie  Zuleika,  and  which  by  the  way  should  be  borne  in 
Bundt  M  the  writer's  observations  might  otherwise  have  a  tendency  to  depre-> 
date  the  vslue  of  this  vessel,  now  in  the  market* 

lamP^od  the  following  eztraot  to  a  letter  from  Morris  King,  Esg.,  the  late 
owBtfy  in  reteeooe  to  the  actual  performances  of  the  yacht,  that  gentleman 
states  (and  I  believe  the  fact  is  on  record.)  that  *nhe  Zuleika  has  won  fourteen 
pc  ea/'  (eleven  public  and  three  private  matches,)  adding  *'for  her  size  she  is  an 
ei   Oient  sea-boat,  and  as  to  her  capabilities  as  a  racer,  I  don't  know  her  equal'* 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yours,  &c., 

JoBH  T.Cbxlt. 
ike  EdUor  of  H.YM. 

ji  an  act  of  justice  we  give  the  above,  and  can  assure  the  writer  that  we 
ah      at  all  times  be  ready  to  correct  any  error  that  may  appear.^Ep.] 


48  HUNT'S  YACHTIKa  MAGAZISTB. 

TAOBTIVa  IH  AUBTBALIA. 

Melbowms,  luUraHa,  26<A  S^imher,  1855. 
Shl^Aj  I  am  aD  old  anbacriber  to  the  Magazine,  I  haye  jitit  tent  you  an 
account  of  our  regatta  out  here. 

The  match  waa  for  150  guineas  aside,  between  the  two  cutters  Volante  and 
Petrel, the  latter  allowing  the  Volante  two  and-a-half  minutes. 


Taehts  Nvnes. 

suit. 

Flnidi. 

Petrel 

h.       m. 
12        so 
12        30 

h.       m. 
2        12 
2        17 

First 

Volante 

Capsised 

The  wind  was  N.W.,  with  squalls,  and  one  of  these  striking  the  Volante 
when  about  one  mile  and-a  half  behind  the  Petrel  in  the  homeward  run,  cap- 
sired  her.    Mr.  Loyd  one  of  her  backers  was  drowned. 

The  Volante  all  along  had  no  chance  with  the  Petrel,  which  is  acknowledged 
the  champion  yacht  of  the  Australian  waters. 

The  Vesta  steamer  acted  as  flag-ship.  The  course  was  from  a  buoj  off 
Sandridge  to  Brighton,  and  round  the  black  buoj  there  and  home. 

The  rowing  match  for  a  stake  of  £1,  Is.  each  with  ^640  added,  was  won  bj  a 
boat  called  the  Age. 

Iam,&c. 

To  the  Editor  o/H.TM.  Chablxs  Duyib 

P.S.— The  VoUnte  sunk,  and  the  crew  was  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  H.M,8. 
Electra. 

The  Wyrem  late  the  Doke  of  Marlborough's  yacht,  was  bought  by  the 
Colonial  Qovenmient,  and  sold  again  by  them  for  ^61,450. 

[We  thank  our  correspondent  for  the  account,  and  hope  he  will  contSnue  to 
fJBiyor  us  with  the  yachting  in  the  Colony.— -Ed] 

YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 
Thb  Odalisqub.— a  yacht  of  fifty  tons  has  been  launched  by  Mr.  Marshall  of 
Ringsend,  Dublin,  built  for  a  member  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  who 
it  is  said  has  spared  no  expense  in  her  construction. 

The  celebrated  Kitten,  we  are  informed  by  the  agent  is  for  sale  ;  also  OttiUa, 
and  the  yacht  Vesper. 

Mr.  G.  Inman,  has  several  new  yachts  for  sale  of  rarious  tonnage.  The 
celebrity  this  firm  has  acquired  for  yachts  of  superior  speed  and  eleganoo,  is  a 
sufficient  recommendation  to  all  who  seek  those  yachting  essentials. 

The  beautiful  and  famed  yacht  Mirage,  late  the  property  of  the  Marquis  ef 
Ormonde,  is  fitted  out  for  the  fruit  trade,  the  command  being  given  to  Mr. 
Jones,  a  first-rate  seamen,  and  well  acquainted  with  this  branch  of  oommezce, 
Prerious  to  her  departure,  the  owner  gave  the  captain  and  crew  a  supper  at  the 
Globe  Hotel,  Cowes.  She  has  left  the  harbour,  and  that  her  voyage  may  be 
speedy  and  prosperous  is  the  sincere  wish  of  every  one. 

NOTICE  TO  CORRBSPONDENT& 
A. — The  diagram  of  the  clipper  will  be  given  in  our  next 
Ladt  a — The  Channel  Crnizers  will  be  continued  in  our  next 
HimX,  Printer*  Chnreh  Btre«t,  Bdgware  Road. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
ifip^The  diagriun  of  the  clipper  will  be  given  in  onr  next 
Lady  A.— The  Channel  Croizers  wUl  be  continued  in  our  next. 

HUNT,  Printer,  Church  Street,  Bdgware  Road. 
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FEBRUARY,  1856. 


ON  THE  SPEED  OF  YACHTS. 


BT  PALINUBUg. 


A  GOOD  deal  of  misconception  exists  in  the  public  mind^  and  even  in 
that  of  the  yachting  world,  as  to  both  the  absolute  and  the  relative 
speed  of  yachts.  A  crack  yacht  in  a  racing  match,  with  a  fine 
whole  sail  breeze  is  generally  believed  to  go  at  an  almost  inconceivable 
speed.  She  is  seen  to  dash  the  spray  from  her  bow  and  sides,  to 
^eL  over  at  times  to  a  fearful  extent,  to  go  about  with  great  quick- 
jKb,  passing  other  vessels  as  if  they  were  at  anchor,  and  the  question 
lias  never  seriously  been  put,  what,  after  all,  is  the  rate  at  which  she 
is  travelling.  We  have  been  at  some  pains  in  looking  over  the 
matches  in  the  river  Thames  and  shall  confine  ourselves  for  the 
present  to  them,  looking  for  our  trusty  friends  at  the  outports  to 
supply  us  with  some  statistics  of  a  positive  character,  as  to  matches 
Hi  which  considerable  speed  has  been  attained. 

The  utmost  pace  that  is  noted  in  the  yachting  account  of  matches, 
nd  which  we  have  got  hold  of,  is  that  which  the  Mosquito  won  on 
le  30th  June,  1853.  The  distance  from  Erith  to  the  Nore,  in  mid- 
bannd,  is  certainly  not  less  than  thirty^one  miles,  and  may  be  a 
^  more.    We  shall  take  it  at  this  figure  and  we  find  that  the 
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ON  THE  SPEED  OP  YACHTS. 


BT  FALIKUBUfl. 


A  GOOD  deal  of  misconception  exists  in  the  public  mind,  and  even  in 
that  of  the  yachting  world,  as  to  both,  the  absolute  and  the  relative 
speed  of  yachts.  A  crack  yacht  in  a  racing  match,  with  a  fine 
whole  sail  breeze  is  generally  believed  to  go  at  an  almost  inconceivable 
speed.  She  is  seen  to  dash  the  spray  firom  her  bow  and  sides,  to 
over  at  times  to  a  fearful  extent,  to  go  about  with  great  quick- 
passing  other  vessels  as  if  they  were  at  anchor,  and  the  question 
never  seriously  been  put,  what,  after  all,  is  the  rate  at  which  she 
IS  travelling.  We  have  been  at  some  pains  in  looking  over  the 
matches  in  the  river  Thames  and  shall  confine  ourselves  for  the 
ipesent  to  them,  looking  for  our  trusty  friends  at  the  outports  to 
0apply  us  with  some  statistics  of  a  positive  character,  as  to  matches 
in  which  considerable  speed  has  been  attained. 

The  utmost  pace  that  is  noted  in  the  yachting  account  of  matches, 
and  which  we  have  got  hold  of,  is  that  which  the  Mosquito  won  on 
the  SOth  June,  1853.  The  distance  from  Erith  to  the  Nore,  in  mid- 
diannel,  i3  certainly  not  less  than  thirty-one  miles,  and  may  be  a 
little  more.    We  shall  take  it  at  this  figure  and  we  find  that  the 
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Mosquito  ran  this  distance  in  two  hours  and  eighteen  minutes,  or  at 
the  rate  of  13^  miles  an  hour.  There  was  a  strong  wind  bom  die 
S.W.y  being  therefore  on  her  starboard  quarter.  The  tides  are  never 
yery  strong  during  the  river  matches,  as  an  eight  or  nine  o'clock  tide 
is  generally  selected,  which  would  run  probably  not  more  than  two 
miles  an  hour.  The  speed  of  the  Mosquito  therefore  was  about  11^ 
miles  through  the  water,  or  12  miles  at  the  outside,  if  the  tide  be 
considered  as  gradually  slackening  the  further  she  got  down,  for  the 
matches  are  genially  so  arranged  that  the  tide  shall  be  neaily  on 
the  turn  when  the  distance  boat  is  rounded* 

On  the  14th  May  of  the  same  year  with  the  wind  at  W.  N.  W., 
being  nearly  aft,  she  travelled  the  distance  nearly  in  the  same  time^ 
or  two  hours  and  nineteen  minutes,  being  nearly  13-|^  miles  in  the 
hour,  over  ihegronnd* 

We  find  that  the  Thought  of  28  tons  went  over  the  same  oourse 
on  the  22nd  May,  1864  in  a  little  more  than  two  hours  and  twenty 
minutes,  being  at  the  rate  of  13^  miles  in  the  hour,  over  the  grounds 

The  Phantom  on  the  same  day  did  her  13  miles,  or  from  11  to 
11^  miles  through  the  water. 

We  cannot  find  any  records  in  which  these  speeds  have  been  ex- 
celled in  the  river,  and  we  turned  with  great  expectation  to  the  fiunous 
match  between  the  America  and  Titania  in  order  to  test  the  much 
vaunted  speed  of  the  wettdisM  New  Yorker.  We  looked  at  the 
account  which  appeared  inffunfs  Yackt  Liit  of  1852,  and  if  the  figures 
there  are  right,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  contrary,  a  most 
Sony  dbplay  was  made.  The  match  was  firom  a  ceitain  point  to 
another  twenty  miles  dead  to  leeward  and  to  beat  back  to  the  RiftM 
point  The  wind  was  ftesh,  blowing  hard  in  &ct,  and  our  readefi 
will  be  astonished  no  doubt  when  they  are  told  that  the  America 
took  two  hours  and  forty-eight  minutes  to  accomplish  this  distance 
with  a  strong  wind  aft,  or  at  the  rate  of  only  seven  miles  an  hour. 
Could  the  sea  have  been  so  very  rough,  or  was  there  any  cross  tide  to 
complicate  the  matter?  The  Titania  we  consider  was  the  winner  in 
this  part  of  the  match,  for  she  was  only  four  minutes  astern  of  the 
America  which  was  double  her  size.  Had  the  hull  of  the  Amen  » 
been  so  very  superior  to  that  of  the  Titania,  that  run  was  the  occ  k- 
sion  to  shew  the  superiority  of  her  lines  which  she  £adled  to  (^  >. 
When  the  vessels  rounded  for  the  beat,  then  appeared  the  sluggifi  i- 
ness  of  the  English  vessel.    But  what  was  the  reason  ?    The  oti  tr 
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was  eoaUed  by  the  superior  amagements  of  the  propelling  pover  to 
look  a  point  nearer  the  wind,  and  by  thus  having  a  shorter  diatance 
to  fP9  achieved  a  Tictofy,  which  we  consider  due  nuMPe  to  the  aaili 
ftan  to  the  hnlL  And  what  was  the  speed  obtained  heaS  Only 
64  milea  in  the  honr  towards  the  winning  post  or  about  74  miles 
through  the  water»  supposing  she  looked  about  3^  points  near  the 
wind.  We  do  not  remember  that  she  ever  achieved  any  great 
triuji^  in  speed,  and  repeat  that  her  success  was  mainly  due  to  her 


Wefind  theVolaatei  CynlldA,  &c.,  going their9*  10,aadll  miks; 
but  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  upon  very  fyw  occasions  indeed  the 
frstot  of  our  yadits  pass  through  the  water  at  a  greater  speed  than 
10  miles  an  hour,  with  the  wind  abeam  or  £cee* 

Let  us  now  examine  their  powers  on  a  wind.  The  Mosquito^  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1853»  returned  £rom  the  Nore  to  Erith  in  three 
hours  and  seventeen  minutes,  or  at  the  rate  of  9^  miles  an  hour  to- 
wardB  the  winning  buoy  with  the  tide.  Allowing  1^  miles  an  hour  for 
this,  as  there  must  have  been  a  good  deal  of  slack,  she  advanced  8 
miks  an  hour.  To  accomplish  this,  she  must,  in  tacking,  have  divided 
the  water  at  the  rate  of  nearly  11  miles  an  hour,  which  we  look  Upon 
as  fiur  more  eztraordinaiy  than  her  pace  in  running  down,  for  being 
doBe-hanled  such  a  velocity  could  hardly  have  been  expected. 

Ammigst  vessels  of  a  smaller  daa^  iSe  Phantom  of  25  tons  stands 
pre-eminent ;  she  has  won  many  matchea  and  in  every  one  she  has 
been  well  handled. 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  1854,  she  travelled  from  Erith  to  the  Nore 
^1010  rate  of  13  miles  over  the  ground,  and  beat  back  at  the  rate  of 
^  miles  towards  the  winning  buoy,  with  tide,  and  therefore  about 
10  miles  an  hour  dirough  the  water. 

On  the  same  day  the  Vampire,  a  vessel  which  has  won  in  almost 
every  match  she  has  sailed  in,  and  which  is  about  18  or  19  tons  by 
real  measurement  travelled  at  the  rate  of  12^  down,  and  7i  miles 
tip  with  tide,  such  as  there  was. 

l^ese  we  consider  good  specimens  of  the  going  of  vessels  of  dif- 
i  eat  classes,  and  we  find  therefore  that  size  materially  influences 
]  ver.  These  specimens  we  must  remember,  are  taken  firom  a  great 
I  mberof  matches,  the  average  speed  of  which  was  consideraUy 
1  Ter.  So  much  depends  upon  the  wind  and  the  proper  arrange- 
1  nt  of  the  sails  that  the  vessel  itself  plays  only  one  part  in  the 
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general  effiaet  How<rfteD  do  wefiiiddialtlwB&mehiiU  wiDtiivitw 
aMj  win  one  year  and  lose  another  from  tome  dight  differaiee  to 
balkfil,  or  trim,  or  positioii  of  die  mast  and  iailft.  The  MoeqniM 
von  everything  the  first  year  she  came  out,  but  fidled  entMy  on  the 
second,  after  her  mast  was  shifted  and  she  Ml  into  otlier  hands.  Sir 
Robert  Stephenson  some  time  since  observed  at  a  public  dinner  at 
Lowestoft,  '*that  when  we  saw  time  after  time  vessels  of  totally  diffir- 
ent  construction  and  lines  come  in  within  a  few  minutes,  or  even  as* 
conds  of  each  other,  we  must  say  that  little  remains  to  be  done  io 
improviDg  the  hulls  of  our  yachts,  but  that  our  efibrts  should  now  be 
directed  to  the  better  arrangement  of  die  propelling  power.*'  It  must 
be  allowed  by  all  men  who  have  thought  well  on  the  subject,  thit 
although  the  cutter  rig  is  the  one  best  adapted  for  speed  in  running, 
reaching,  and  more  especially  in  going  to  windward,  still  a  great  deal 
remains  undone.  Upon  a  ^ture  occasion  we  shall  enlarge  upon  the 
defects  of  this  rig,  but  in  die  mean  time,  we  shall  only  direct  atten* 
tion  to  the  variety  of  angles,  at  which  the  different  sails  and  even  the 
different  parts  of  the  sails  are  placed.  Thus  the  lower  pait  of  the 
maiuHsail  is  between  one  and  two  points  off  the  line  of  die  vessera 
motion,  whereas  the  gaff  is  between  three  and  four. 

It  is  impossible  that  both  can  be  right ;  the  effective  angle  is  per*- 
haps  between  these,  and  therefore  about  half  way  up  the  sail.  Again 
the  mast  part  of  the  sail  even  when  well  cut  is  frequently  ineffective, 
and  the  vessel  is  obliged  to  be  kept  away  when  the  other  parts  of 
the  s£ul  are  well  filled  in  order  that  this  part  may  cease  shaking. 
With  the  jib  and  foresail,  the  same  holds  good.  Tli^r  fore  leaches 
are  too  far  off  the  wind  and  the  afler  leaches  too  flat.  Again,  hoir 
seldom  it  is  that  even  the  best  topsail  sits  well  on  going  to  windward, 
for  its  yard  is  generally  off  the  wind  at  a  still  greater  angle  than 
even  the  gaff  of  the  mainsail.  When  sails  can  be  made  that  eveiy 
part  shall  set  as  well  as  another,  and  all  bo  at  the  same  effective 
angle,  we  shall  then  have  a  perfect  propelling  surface,  but  not  tifl 
then. 

We  do  not  believe  what  some  would-be  nautical  men  have  tol<'  as 
of  their  yachts  sailing  within  2^  to  3  points  from  the  wind;  thei  is 
no  yacht  afloat  which  vrill  sail  effectively  within  34  points,  and  c  n- 
ply  because  the  present  sails  are  improperly  arranged.  The  t  ne 
will  come  however,  we  have  no  doubt,  when,  at  24  points,  the  v«  jol 
will  sail  (ffecHvdy  and  every  sailor  knows  the  immense  advanf  ge 
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gained  by  €aling  nearer  and  nearer  into  the  vinds  egre,  when  they 
see  that  erery  thing  draws  well.  A  vessel  sailing  6  points  off  the 
wind  has  to  travel  IS  miles  to  get  10  miles  to  windward,  while 
soother  sailing aA 4 points  has  only  to  go  orer  14»  anda  tLiid»  whow 
nik  are  well  cut  and  set  ship-shape  by  looking  3jt  points^  has  only 
to  travel  12-9  miles,  and  the  latter  vessel  will  go  throi^  the  water 
at  a  greater  propoctionate  speed  tham  die  others.  Gould  we  get  our 
jMkt  to  look  2^  points  from  the  wind»  we  should  really  have  to  go 
over  very  little  more  ground  that  a  steamer  which  goes  head  to  wind, 
so  rapidly  does  the  distance  diminish  with  the  angle. 

After  all,  dien,  in  a  match,  we  should  prefer  sailing  a  badly  formed 
hull  withagood  set  of  sails  than  a  clipper  with  a  idovenly  ill-cut  kit* 
We  believe  that  by  a  little  more  attention  to  this  point  many  of  what 
are  called  second-rate  vessds  might  come  in  first  a4;  the  goal  The 
real  dESerence  between  vessels  ina matohis so  very  slight:  one  c(Mnes 
b  peiliaps  five  minutes  after  another.  Five  minutes  is  a  long  time 
to  wait  with  watoh  in  hand,  and  people  are  heard  to  observe  on  the 
great  relative  slowness  she  displays.  But  what  are  these  few  minutes 
in  an  ordinary  matoh — say  of  seven  hours?  Only  an  l-84th  part 
And  even  the  last  iuh  that  makes  her  appearance — say  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  afterwards,  and  which  is  laughed  at  by  aquatic  spectators,  is 
in  reality  only  I -25th  slower.  An  ingenious  writer  in  another  nauti- 
cal work  has  shewn  this  very  clearly  in  an  analysis  of  one  of  the  river 
matches.  If  owners  of  vessels  which  are  always  on  the  point  of  win- 
ning hut  never  do,  were  to  devote  more  of  their  time  on  board  their 
vessels  to  ezperimente  in  trimming  their  sails — ^if  they  were  to  set 
about  it  in  earnest,  getting  some  friend  to  sail  his  craft  experimentally 
with  them,  it  is  highly  probable  they  would  arrive  at  better  results. 
One  inch  or  two  of  the  main-sheet  either  one  way  or  the  other, — ^the 
jib-sheet  rove  through  the  wrong  hole-^the  tack  not  brought  well 
down, — things  apparently  the  most  trifling  will  soon  make  the  differ- 
oice  of  the  I-25th  or  the  1  -84th. 

In  the  smaller  sized  yachts  which  have  sailed  in  the  river  of  eight 
1  ns  and  under,  we  do  not  find  that  the  speed  is  commensurate  with 
i  e  ideas  generally  held  regarding  them.  We  find  no  reoord  of  any 
i  these  vessels  going  more  than  their  10  miles  with  a  strong  wind 
I  1  the  quarter,  and  a  two  mile  tide,  thus  reducing  their  speed  to 
t  rat  8  miles  an  hour.  It  is  true  that  this  is  the  average  durmg  the 
1  n,  and  that  if  they  accomplish  only  7  miles  an  hour  in  one  readi, 
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they  do  their  9  in  another,  but  it  is  better  to  take  the  average.  It 
is  curious  too  to  see  how  in  beating  back,  their  speed  is  only  at  die 
best  about  7  miles  an  hour,  with  tide,  towards  the  winning  buoy 
under  the  fiivouring  circumstance  of  a  strong  breexe.  In  ocdinaiy 
cases  their  speed  in  running  is  not  more  than  6  or  7  miles  thfoug^ 
the  water,  and  firom  4  to  5  in  beating. 

The  object  of  writing  these  ideas,  hastily  thrown  together,  are  to 
elicit  others  from  yachtsmen  who  may  be  induced  to  pen  ikam. 
Surely  something  more  is  to  be  accomplished  in  the  rig  of  our  yadito. 
The  cutter  and  schooner  rig  is  almost  the  same  now  as  it  was  a  100 
years  ago.  It  is  true  that  ayachtsman  of  any  mind  has  to  encounter 
the  strenuous  oppodtion  of  his  hands  and  every  one  connected  widi 
him.  Talk  of  the  agricultural  or  stable  mind ! — the  sailor  is  not  a  fait 
better  about  eyery  new  fimgled  notion,  as  he  calls  it,  which  his  owner 
tries  to  introduce,  long  bows,  iron  yachts,  wire  rigging,  flat  sails :  sH 
have  been  ridiculed,  and  will  yet  be  while  one  of  the  old  sslto 
remain. 

Oh !  for  that  Uiorough  treat,  to  find, a  captain  who  listens  with 
patience  to  your  views  on  board  your  own  ship,  and  who  is  really 
wiUing  to  try  them.  It  may  be  that  the  man  thinks  them  all  bosh,  bat 
yet  he  shews  an  earnestness  in  doing  what  he  is  told.  You  feel  for  onc$ 
that  you  are  master,  and  you  love  the  man  and  detest  the  others  who 
have  previously  thwarted  you. 

Upon  a  future  occasion  we  hope  to  spin  another  yam  on  this 
interesting  subject 


YACHT  MEASUREMENT. 

Mb.  Editor. — In  your  last  number  appeared  an  article  under  the 
head  of  "  Yacht  Measurement,"  which  when  it  first  arrested  my 
attention  I  thought  was  about  to  enlighten  us  upon  tbis  subject ; 
but  really  the  author  thereof  will  excuse  me  if  I  express  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  he  has  enjoyed  his  nightcap  and  easy  chair  of  late, 
rather  more  than  was  beneficial :  and  for  the  credit  of  the  **  twelve 
hundred,"  and  the  glorification  of  his  own  particular  "  Royal  Yacht 
Olub,"  in  chief,  he  might  have  spent  his  time  to  more  advanatge,  and 
his  pen  and  ink  more  useMly,  than  telling  us  all  that  we  knew  before. 
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If  he  has  been  mach  beyond  the  waters  of  the  Thames  of  late  years, 
he  muBt  doubtless  have  known  that  a  system  of  measurement  for 
tonnage  for  racing  purposes  has  elsewhere  been  adopted,  which  sets 
at  defiance  any  attempt  to  cheat  under  the  old  system  :  the  author 
of  the  article  in  question  deserves  credit  however  for  urging  the 
matter  upon  the  notice  of  yachtsmen,  and  if  these  gentlemen .  will 
only  direct  their  attention  to  the  universal  adoption  of  this  rule  of 
admeasurement,  I  think  it  will  be  found  to  work  well ;  at  least  until 
8ome  one  of  the  "  twelve  hundred  *'  becomes  inspired,  and  gives  to 
the  yachting  fraternity  a  better  system. 

This  rule  of  admeasurement  runs  thus  : — 

«<  The  length  shall  be  taken  on  a  straight  line  on  deck,  from  the 
fitte  part  of  the  stem,  to  the  after  part  of  the  stem  post,  from  which, 
deducting  the  breadth,  the  remainder  shall  be  deemed  the  just  length 
to  find  the  tonnage ;  and  the  breadth  shall  betaken  from  the  outside 
of  the  outside  plank,  in  the  broadest  part  of  the  yacht ;  then  multi- 
plying the  length  by  the  breadth  so  taken,  and  the  product  by  half 
the  breadth,  and  dividing  the  whole  by  ninety-four,  the  quotient 
shall  be  deemed  the  true  tonnage;  provided  always^  thcd  if  any  part 
(f  the  stem^  or  stem  post^  or  other  part  of  the  vessd  below  the  had 
wakr  Kne^  projeet  beyond  the  length  tahen^  as  above  mentioned^  such 
prcjedion^  or  projections  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  the  tonnage^ 
beaddedto  the  length  taken  as  above  mentioned.** 

What  we  want,  Mr.  Editor,  in  our  rules  and  r^ulations  is>  simpli- 
city and  utility :  here  we  have  a  simple  rule,and  that  we  have  often 
seen  tried,  and  invariably  with  this  result,  the  honest  fairly  built 
yacht  rarely  varied  in  the  tonnage,  but  the  miserable  cheat  was 
stamped  as  a  *^  lie  "  by  the  extra  tonnage  put  upon  her :  it  puts  one 
somewhat  in  mind  of  Mr.  Clifibrd*s  admirable  plan  for  lowering  ships* 
boats ;  a  committee  of  the  Mouse  decided  that  an  improved  method  of 
boat  lowering  was  much  required  as  well  in  the  *^  war  "  as  in  the 
''mercantile  "  marine:  genius  set  to  work  and  triumphed,  but  the 
**  Lords  Commissioners  "  shake  their  sapient  heads  and  pronounce 
tl  thing  clever  but  needless :  even  so  a  yachtsman  some  years  ago 
g  70  the  before  mentioned  rule  for  admeasurement  for  the  benefit  of 
h  i  brother  yachtsmen,  and  although  it  has  worked  well,  has  never 
h  en  found  capable  of  evasion,  and  is  considered  a  fidr  and  reasonable 
n  thod,  yet  aa  improved  system  is  called  for,  whereas  the  universal 
a  yption  of  this  nde  would  at  once  meet  the  difficulty :  but  no,  Mr. 
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Editor,  this  rule  will  not  meet  with  universal  adoption,  like  many 
other  very  requisite  reformations  in  yachting  matters ;  and  shall  we 
tell  the  reason  why  ? — ^it  is  simply  this,  that  the  rule  is  too  sweepings 
the  existing  tonnage  cheaters  will  not  stand  the  test;  and  their  pro- 
prietors will  have  none  of  it ;  their  ^<  pets  *'  must  be  preserved  at  all 
hazards, — and  so  on  we  go  ag^n  John  Chinaman,  and  no  new  lights 
in  the  Bristol  Channel ! 

No,  Sir,  we  clamour  for  a  new  system,  and  here  is  one  tested^ 
adopted  by  some,  and  negatived  by  others ;  but  existing  interests 
must  be  preserved;  and  therefore  will  it  not  be  universally  the 
system ;  until  a  few  of  the  right  sort — the  genuine  saUs^  take  the 
management  of  matters  in  their  own  hands,  and  right  glad  am  I  to 
learn,  that  such  a  movement  is  afoot ;  I  have  heard  a  little  rumouz 
of  it,  I  hope  it  may  be  true,  that  there  is  in  course  of  organization 
an  associaticMi  of  thorough  yachtsmen^  who  will  admit  none  but  such 
within  theii  rs^piks ;  and  when  this  is  accomplished  we  may  look  for- 
ward to  the  interests  of  yachting  being  properly  cared  for. 

The  rule  of  admeasurement  I  have  quoted  leaves  the  builder  free 
and  unshackled ;  by  no  process  of  ingenuity  can  he  make  a  vessel 
one  ton  more  or  less,  he  is  given  the  size  of  a  deck  to  work  from, 
and  he  may  make  her  long  or  short,  narrow  or  beamy,  deep  or 
shallow,  fine  as  a  knife,  or  bluff  as  a  turnip,  it  is  all  the  same,  for 
every  practical  purpose  she  stands  registered  without  a  shadow  of 
evasion,  and  tlie  yachtsman  may  just  as  well  have  a  fine  slashing 
cutter  built,  as  one  of  those  abortions — ^those  floating  coffins — ^many 
of  which  I  could  name,  but  will  not. 

But,  with  all  the  cry  out  there  is  for  a  new  system  of  measure- 
ment, that  the  old  is  bad,  &c.,  and  mark  you,  many  that  say  so  if 
you  push  them  hard  will  answer  thus — 

'<I  hare  no  other  bnt  a  woman's  reason; 
I  think  it  so,  because  I  think  it  bo," 

we  fixget  that  the  giant  evil  remains  untouched,  the  cancer  at  the 
core  is  as  yet  undisturbed  by  the  knife,  and  until  that  is  utterly 
eradicated  any  existing  system  mnst  be  a  rotten  one,  any  future  ii 
provement  must  be  tainted  with  the  atmosphere  of  corruption ;  ^ 
rid  of  shifting  baOast^  prohibit  it  under  the  terror  of  expulsion,  pla 
a  vessel  that  carries  it  in  moral  quarantine:  shifting  ballast  has  be 
the  bane,  the  curse,  of  yacht  building :  banish  it,  let  not  its  name 
even  tolerated ;  let  the  man  that  uses  it  be  regarded  in  the  light  o& 
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nautical  black-leg  (and  I  would  be  one  of  them  myself,  for  I  have 
used  it  often  and  often,)  ly  aU  moans  banish  shifiing  hdHast. 

What  has  enabled  the  tonnage  cfaeatiing  machines  to  stand  up  be- 
neath startling  spars  and  clouds  of  canvas? — Shifting  Ballast ! 

What  has  disgusted  many  gooi  yachtsmen  whose  mteans  will  not 
allow  them  to  go  the  whole  expense  of  three  or  four  tons  of  shot  bags, 
and  the  ever  recurring  expense  of  extra  hands  to  handle  the  same?^ 
Why  shifting  ballast ! 

Why  have  we  ofi;en  seen  at  regattas,  a  crowded  anchorage,  and  but 
diree  vessels  starting  for  a  valuable  prize  ?  Ask  one  of  the  many 
who  come  to  see  the  fim  why  they  don't  start — and  the  answer  will 
be:r-<-Oh  !  we  are  only  in  cruising  trim,  we  don*t  carry  racing  sails 
because  we  have  no  shifting  ballast ! 

Ask  many  a  good  honest  yachtsman,  who  sails  his  yacht  from  port 
to  port,  (does  not  send  her^  and  join  hinudf  ly  coach  or  raSy)  why 
he  never  appears  at  the  starting  buoys,  and  his  answer  will  be: — My 
dear  fellow  I  sail  my  vessel  for  pleasiue;  and  I  should  like  to  see 
some  of  your  clippers  alongside  of  me  under  a  close-reefed  main- 
sail ;  I'm  an  ocean  rover  and  always  ready  for  fair  or  foul,  but  I 
cany  only  reasonable  canvas,  and  would  not  let  an  ounce  of  shifting 
ballast  into  my  cabin ! 

If  it  be  but  promulgated  by  Regatta  Committees,  that  any  jrachts- 
man  who  allows  shifting  ballast,  (let  it  be  ever  so  nicely  disguised  as 
merely  ^*  trimming  the  vessel,")  will  be  disqualified  and  his  name 
published,  and  the  fatal  blow  is  struck  at  false  measurement ;  let 
there  then  be  but  one  qrstem,  incapable  of  evasion,  adopted, — ^and 
the  one  we  have  advoca^  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  one  at  pre-^ 
seat  extant ; — and  a  wholesome  reformation  will  hayebeen  commen- 
ced. Yacht  building,  and  yacht  sailing  will  have  a  fair  chance  of 
bei^g  brought  to  th^t  perfection  which  we  were  vain  enough  to  think 
we  had  attained,  until  our  go-a-be^  i^eighbours  taught  us  a  sharp 
lesson,  and  we  were  &in  to  go  to  school  again-r-*'Savans"  became 
'*  Sucking  Philosophers,"  Oowes  became  a  laughing  stock  to  Cape 
(  U  auid  a  ^^Eennebeck"  boy  could  truthfully  boast  that  the  ^^Brir 
t  erg  were  whipped  right  off  the  reel !"  Well,  what  have  we  ^pe 
8  oe?  why  lengthening  by  the  bows, — {Anglice^  Americanizing)  ha3 
b  1  the  rage — and  the  original  cods-head  and  mackeral  stem,  have 
Q  'ergone  strange  transformations ;  in  many  cases  looking  as  if  they, 
h     been  *'end  for  ended !"  but  the  evils  which  caused  our  humilia- 
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tion  remain  as  before, — ^recognised  and  allowed,— and  up  to  the  pre- 
sent hour  not  one  of  the  &moas  "twelve  hundred,"  yachtsmen,  set 
forth  in  HunCs  Yacht  List^  Mr.  Editor,  as  stated  by  your  correspon- 
dent last  month ;  have  had  the  pluck  to  unfurl  a  British  burgee  in 
New  York  Bay,  or  the  manliness  to  say  Brother  Jonathan,  "  We 
acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  for  our  lesson,  and  we  come  now  to 
show  you  how  we  have  profited  by  it !"     No,  no,  Mr.  Editor,  not 
one  word  about  that,  but  we*Il  talk  and  vapour  about  new  rules  of 
measurement,  and  shifting  ballast  and  so  forth,  and  what  we  ought 
to  do,  but  don't ;  and  here  is  a  national  disgrace  still  unrepaired. 
Jonathan  ever  wide  awake,  as  he  is  go-a-head,  strides  out  upon  the 
ocean,  culls  his  smartest  sea  going  craft  from  out  of  a  hardy  race, 
famed  from  times  long  past, — the  celebrated  yankee  pilot  boats: — ^he 
then  betakes  himself  to  the  building  yard  untrammelled  by  length  of 
keel  or  rake  of  stem  post,  and  he  produces  what  no  man  can  deny  to 
be  a  beauty ; — the  hull  completed,  he  says  "  I  have  just  a  third 
part  of  my  task  achieved,  now  for  the  spars  and  canvas!"  Carefully 
are  spars  selected  and  fashioned,  and  not  a  thread  of  that  canvas  that 
iftnot  reckoned  upon,  and  **  guessed"  over,  for  many  a  cautiously 
spent  hour :  then  when  she  was  afloat,  sparred  and  canvassed,  two- 
thirds  of  the  undertaking  was  accomplished ;  and  now  for  the  final 
move  "the  crew?" — ^they  were  picked  also,  and  the  deed  was  done. 
Erom  the  time  the  keel  was  laid  until  the  last  hammock  was  slung, 
Jonathan's  mind  was  bent  upon  one  thing ;  and  that  one  thing  was 
to  lick  the  Britishers :  he  had  tried  eveiy  craft  but  the  yachts,  and 
he  guessed  he  could  do  thai  too:  did  he  go  back  to  the  olden  ways 
that  yachts  had  been  built  and  rigged  in  America  ?   He  did  to  this 
extent ;  all  the  good  points  he  retained,  but  there  was  no  hesitation 
about  the  others :  there  was  no  "  old  country  "  talk  about  "  what 
was  done  before  ought  to  be  done  now  !"     And  now,  Mr.  Editor,  it 
is  time  that  we  should  go  and  do  likewise ;  therefore  let  the  proprie- 
tors of  such  yachts  as  have  been  built  according  to  the  old  and 
acknowledged  to-be-/ati//y  measurement  give  way  with  a  good  grace: 
let  them  not  cast  forth  as  a  challenging  reason  that  because  tl 
built  upon  the  fiuth  of  such  a  system,  that  no  such  change  can  w 
justice  be  made ;  we  have  had  quite  enough  of  such  logic,  more  tb 
wholesome  to  be  so  often  repeated ;  let  us  begin  in  time,  don't  botl 
our  heads  about  giving  one  or  two  hundred  guineas  for  a  prize  to  X 
inventor  of  a  system,  that  the  chances  are  ten  to  one,  no  two  y 
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dab  committees  would  agree  upon ;  but  let  the  yachtsmen  of  the 
British  Islands  put  down  their  two  pounds,  or  three,  or  if  neces- 
sary fiye  a  head :  let  builders  be  selected  and  their  lines  and  estimates 
laid  before  an  experienced  committee  of  sailor  yachtsmen ;  let  them 
undertake  to  build  a  schooner  and  a  cutter  according  to  whatever 
qrstem  they  choose,  send  that  schooner  and  that  cutter  across  to 
Yankee  land,  retrieve  our  national  claim  to  supremacy  on  the  deep ; 
and  then  adopt  as  a  universal  system,  that  upon  which  they  have  been 
built ;  and  it  will  be  worth  all  the  *^  prizes  '*  and  all  the  '^gatherings'* 
of  yachtsmen  you  could  have  in  London,  from  Michselmas  Day  to 
May  Day.]  It  would  be  practical  and  to  the  point;  the  theory  of  a 
newly  conceived  plan  might  sound  very  well  to  a  London  assemblage, 
and  we  should  be  paying  over  our  hundred  or  two  of  golden  guineas, 
no  doubt,  to  some  very  learned,  and  highly  deserving  disciple  of 
adence,  but  theory  and  practice  are  mighty  different  in  many  respects, 
and  though  we  might  all  agree  in  the  beauty  of  his  theory,  not  one  in 
ten  of  ufi  might  reduce  it  to  practice.  By  uniting  the  question  of 
our  nationality  with  that  of  developing  an  improved  system,  and 
holding  forth  in  addition,  present  profit,  and  prospective  fame,  we 
shall  at  once  enlist  the  best  energies  of  the  best  practical  men,  one 
of  these  selected  by  competent  judges  upon  the  evidence  laid  before 
tbem,  will  turn  out  we  have  little  fear,  to  be  'Hhe  right  man  in  the 
right  place !  **  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  to  the  point — I  have  little  doubt  a 
Commodore  of  one  of  the  principal  yacht  clubs  will  not  refuse  to 
receive  subscriptions  from  the  different  yachtsmen,  let  a  fund  be 
formed  for  building  the  schooner  and  cutter,  either  one  or  bothj  and 
let  us  have  a  shy  at  brother  Jonathan  all  &ir  and  above  board,  let 
ua  all  contribute  according  to  our  means,  I  for  one  will  cheerfully 
drop  my  mite  into  the  box  and  get  many  others  to  do  likewise,  and 
let  us  jog  across  the  Atlantic  some  fine  morning  and  stir  up  the 
habiiues  of  Hoboken  Club  House.  As  we  cannot  get  one  of  our  body 
pcMHsessed  of  means,  but  deficient  in  pluck,  to  do  so ;  why  for  the 
honor  of  the  British  burgees  let  us  do  it  in  a  body. 

Heigho-ho— I  only  wish  some  respectable  old  gentleman,  or  amia- 
elderly  lady,  possessed  of  maritime  tastes,  and  more  money  than 

y  knew  what  to  do  with,  would  just  oblige  me  with  a  few  cool 

nsands. 

Eldbrly  Nicholas. 


I 
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A  FEW  WORDS  ABOUT  SHIFTING  BALLAST. 


BT  MEKOATOB. 


**  Doubtless  the  pleasures  is  aa  great. 
Of  being  cheated,  as  to  cheat. 

As  wic  are  now  on  the  eve  of  a  new  yachting  season,  it  would  prore  of 
vast  benefit  to  the  interests  of  yachting,  if  the  attention  of  yacht  club 
committees  were  directed  to  the  suhject  of  shifting  ballast.  There  ban 
be  little  doubt  that,  unless  we  allow  yacht  building  to  degenerate,  the 
practice  of  shifting  ballast,  must  be  put  a  stop  to;  therefore  the  sooner 
we  tackle  it  the  better  ;  if  it  is  not  speedily  abolished,  then  farewell  to 
the  fine  old  manly  British  contests  ;  adieu  to  the  merry  sailing  matches; 
and  all  hail  to  the  long  narrow  built  yacht— that  moving  mass  of  Act 
bags  I 

No  !  let  not  such  things  be;  let  yachtsmen  at  once  and  boldly  M 
their  faces  against  it,  and  we  shall  have  fine  wholesome  cruistng  vessels^ 
moderately  sparred,  and  proportionately  canvassed:  many  a  yachtsuHHi 
too  will  join  in  the  merry  match,  secure  that  as  fiir  as  fair  sailing  goes, 
he  is  as  good  as  the  best  of  them;  and  that  no  fialse  appliances  are  at 
work  to  defeat  him.  How  many  a  time  and  oft  have  we  bantered  an 
old  shipmate  into  entering  for  a  race,  how  glowingly  we  painted  the 
excitement  of  the  start,  the  creeping  to  the  van,  the  rushing  up  along- 
side the  Thunderer  of  the  fleet,  the  hard  fierce  struggle  inch  by  inch, 
and  then  "  Old  fellow  only  to  think  if  we  should  show  yon  spider 
sparred,  lean  quartered  racer  the  way  in  the  Old  A  ?  "     This 

last  that  we  meant  to  drive  our  argument  home  with,  proved  our  down- 
fall; **  'Pshaw,  my  dear  boy,  just  look  you  now,  here  we  are,  all  in  chiis- 
ing  trim,  tanks  full  of  water,  chains,  boats,  cruising  spars,  cruising  sails; 
and  that  fellow  yonder  is  cleaned  out,  fine  drawn  as  a  well  condiUoned 
greyhound,  nearly  double  as  much  our  show  of  canvas,  and  three  or  fbttf 
tons  of  shifting  balUut  to  enable  him  to  stand  up  to  it !  "  This  was 
a  regular  knock  down  argument,  and  two  slow  coaches  went  in  to  make 
the  race  for  the  clipper. 

What  we  say  is  this  ;  let  the  rule  of  racing  be,  every  crafi  to  star* 
eruising  trim;  anchors,  chains,  boats,  but  NO  shifting  bMust;  let 
be  the  rule,  and  you'll  see  what  a  noble  class  of  cruising  yachts  v 
enter  tlie  racing  lists  :   we  shall  have  fourteen  or  fifteen,  or  perha 
twenty  vessels  rattling  up  to  the  buoys  with  merry  shout  and  jocui 
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glee;  no  mjsterioiii  movements  in  the  csbin  to  diatnrb  their  oonfidence 
in  each  other;  everybody  w  good  as  his  neighbour,  and  a  fair  open 
manly  tnal  of  seamanship  and  skill;  this  is  what  will  giye  a  healthy  re^ 
iiiTigoratiog  tone  to  yachting ;  mU  make  saiiors,  ersditabk  to  our 
yacht  clnbs,  and  not  what  we  have  now,— ^ocAHfineii,  we  oannot  eail 
tben  that: — no  1  but  **  Nantioal  Engineers,"  who  doTies  a  patent  safety 
route  orerland  for  themselves  ;  whilst  the  lotog,  lean  ribbed  clipper^ 
ik^img  halloii,  and  all,  is  sent  round  to  meet  their  ExoeUeneies/  who 
gift  buttons,  gdd  band  and  etoetens,  oan^  off  a  prise,  fi^m  some  few 
Staid  respeetable  emisert  ;  and  forthwith  enlighten  a  einb  aodienoe  aa 
to  whal  a  wonderful  sea-boal  *the  Greased  Flash"  Is;  how  she  seude 
along  under  a  dose-reefed  try-sail,  lies*to  in  unheard  of  hurricanes^  and 
never  as  muoh  as  damps  a  plank  on  deck  I  Descend  in  iht  scale  of 
society,  dm  the  rough  jacket^  rugged  trowsers,  and  tarpaulin  hat ;  and 
scruple  not  to  mb  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  hardy  tars  who  have 
mtOed  the  -Kheased  Flash''  through  the  aforesaid  terrific  weatherj  and 
mayhap  you  may  chance  to  hear  some  untutored  son  of  NeptunUi  with 
of  truth  than  refinement  exclaim,  **  I  wish  I  had  never  slung  a 
in  the  ■'  hoi^rar,  it's  wone  nor  slave  driving  in  Yankee 
kndr 

I  dare  say  we  shall  get  blown  up  pretty  ifoundly  by  some  of  the  enthu- 

elastic  admiren  of  these  beautiful  crafb — ^the  models  which  are  to  serve 

as  patterns  fer  the  Naval  Architects  of  Britain  I  river  sailors  may  shrug 

thor  eyebrows  and  shoulderS|->-men  who  have  viewed  these  paragons  of 

genius  and  skill  from  the  decks  of  club  steamers^  as  they  sthiggled  thro' 

*  Northfleet  Hope*,  or  the  Kjialieons',  all  may  unite  to  condemn  usi  and 

perhaps  tell  us  in  a  fit  of  virtuous  indignation  **  That  had  we.  ever  sailed 

in  such  craft,  we  would  never  have  said  so^  that  we  know  nothing  about 

it,  &o^  ftc"  with  all  the  pdite  vituperation  at  the  command  of  shallow 

eothosiaats;  but  we  must  beg  to  tell  them  that  we  have  sailed  and  served 

ear  time  in  such  eraf^  since  we  were  the  height  of  a  earpenter^s  rule;  and 

many  a  hard  sailed  match  have  we  put  in  at  the  aforesaid  8hot  Bags,  in 

eompany  with  three  other  good  men  and  true,  and  the  dueoe  a  thing  did 

we  but  watch  the  word  from  deck,  and  then  'twas  heave— heave  with  a 

will  I  and  three  or  four  tons  of  good  shot  would  be  hurled  firom  locker 

locker  in  less  time  than  we  take  to  write  it.     Imagine  what  a  fine 

>pe  for  learning  the  art  of  cutter-sailing ;  four  hardy  fellows  as  ever 

led  on  to  a  feU,  contributing  by  their  exertions  beiow  the  chief  element 

rirards  snooess ,  surely  such  triumphs  gained  by  such  means  are  oon- 

mptible.     We  onoe  thought  it  glorious  fun,  quite  an  accomplishment, 

I  indispenaiUe  requirement  in  fact  in  a  cutter  sailer's  education,  to  know 
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how  ballast  was  to  be  shifted  properly  ;  we  are  glad  to  say  we  have  out- 
lived the  fiillacy,  and  now  apologise  to  our  conscience  for  the  deadly 
wrong  we  have  'ere  now  inflicted  on  some  simple,  honest  hearted  antag- 
onisty  who  came  out  to  give  us  a  trial ;  and  codd  not  understand,  that 
although  we  were  twice  as  wet  and  laboured  fearfully  in  the  sea,  yet  we 
were  carrying  twice  as  much  canvas,  and  leaving  him  astern,  jogging 
along  dry  and  comfortable* 

The  present  system  will  not  do  !  We  must  get  a  class  of  cruising 
racers,  long,  beamy,  powerful  vessels,  who  shall  be  able  to  carry  swagger- 
ing canvas  by  the  abilities  of  the  hull  alone,  and  not  by  the  adventitious 
aid  of ''  Shifting  Ballast*'  Often  and  often  have  we  heard  a  good  yacht 
groan  and  shriek  as  it  were  in  anguish,  as  her  frame  writhed  and  twbted 
in  the  unnatural  contest:  surely  all  yachts  and  vesseb  are  built  to  sail 
upon  certain  lines  ;  these  lines  are  dignified  by  the  names  of  water-lines  ; 
but  if  a  vessel  be  twisted  like  a  willow  basket  with  a  dead  weight  of  lead 
up  in  her  weather  quarter,  and  a  pressure  of  canvas  aloft  big  enough  for 
a  vessel  of  twice  her  strength,  we  should  like  very  much  to  know  what 
becomes  of  those  prettily  designed  water  lines.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  vessels'  hulls  working  in  a  sea-way, — about  beams  of  slaveis 
being  sawn  across,  and  then  their  making  wonderful  escapes :  very  woa- 
derful  yams  too  ;  travellers  tell  strange  tales,  because  nobody  was  present 
that  could  contradict  them.  For  ourselves  we  must  beg  to  dissent  from 
the  theory  that  inculcates  a  "  working  hull"  as  accessary  to  high  speed* 
You  can  bind  a  vessel  most  efiectually,  and  more  so  with  misplaced  ballast, 
than  with  bulk-heads;  with  wrongly  stepped  mast,  too  heavy  head  sails, 
or  ill-cut  canvaSi  than  with  a  stiff  frame  and  bulky  stringers. 

Let  your  craft  be  lengthy,  and  beamy,  moderate  draught  aft,  a  light 
fore  foot,  short  bowsprit,  ballast  concentrated,  a  light  jib,  a  handy  f(»e- 
sail,  a  swaggering  main-sail ;  and  let  your  canvas  be  cut  to  a  nioety,-^no 
belly,  no  slack  leach,  or  slovenly  foot ;  tough  and  light  spars  ;  plenty 
o/*  play  in  spars  and  gear^  and  my  word  for  it,  there  is  not  a  ballaat 
shifter  of  them  all  you  wont  beat  if  they  give  a  sea-going  course  and 
plenty  of  wind  and  sea. 


THE  MOSQUITO. 


Tuis  celebrated  craft  was  built  of  iron  by  Mr.  C.  Mare  of  Blackwal 
and  was  launched  on  the  bosom  of  Old  Thames  in  1848.     Shortly  afb 
her  appearance  she  sailed  in  a  race  of  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Cluh 
when  she  beat  the  Arrow,  the  clippers  Heroinci  Secret,  8ic«     Thi 
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debut  gave  her  a  very  high  standing  in  the  aquatic  circles,  and  nothing 
but  the  Mosquito  was  heard  of:  her  celehrity  even  in  this  one  match 
caused  her  to  he  considered  invincihle.  She  then  proceeded  on  a  coasting 
expedition,  gaining  fresh  laurels  to  her  feme,  and  cups  and  priies  for  her 
owner. 

In  1849,  a  cloud  passed  over  her  glory,  as  she  was  twice  unsuccessfiil 
in  the  Thames,  heing  beaten  by  the  Cynthia  and  Cygnet,  and  during 
the  year  she  experienced  several  reverses. 

In  1850,  on  the  5th  of  June,  she  won  at  the  lloyal  Thames  Yacht 
Clab  match  £100,  beating  the  Cygnet,  Cynthia  and  Diana.  July  5th, 
she  won  the  Challenge  Cup,  beating  the  same  yachts,  and  thus  wresting 
the  laurels  from  Cygnet  the  victor  in  1849.  After  this  match  Lord 
Losdesborough  purchased  her. 

On  her  excursions  round  the  coast  she  won  at  the  Royal  Yorkshire 
Re^tta,  Royal  Southern  beating  Arrow,  Sec.,  but  was  beaten  at  Poole, 
and  Cowes.  During  her  journey  she  was  entered  at  Great  Yarmouth, 
on  the  18th  of  July,  but  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  respecting  stations, 
between  Lord  Londesborough,  her  owner,  and  Mr.  Wicks,  owner  of  the 
Cynthia,  no  match  took  place.  This  was  much  regretted  at  the  time^ 
as  more  advantageous  weather  with  a  good  whole  sail  breeze  could  not 
have  been 'attained  to  try  the  relative  merits  of  the  yachts. 

In  1S51,  she  made  so  poor  an  exhibition  of  the  season  by  losing  two 
races  on  the  Thames,  that  she  was  laid  up  for  tlie  remainder  of  the 
gnxnmer. 

In  1852  her  debui  was  not  more  auspicious  as  she  lost  the  two 
'niames  matches,  whereupon  her  noble  owner  as  a  dernier  resort  secured 
the  services  of  the  renowned  "  Jack  NichoUs,"  under  whose  pilotage  she 
commenced  at  Lowestoft,  and  achieved  a  series  of  victories  unequalled 
in  the  annals  of  yachting.  In  [the  latter  part  of  this  year,  and  in 
1853  she  gained  the  following  prizes  :-^ 


LowestofL         100  guineas. 

Thames  Yacht  Chib       100  guineas 

Tarmouth           50     " 

"                         60       " 

Plymouth           50     " 

Lowestoft                      100      " 

"                 50     " 

Teignmouth  Challenge  Cup 

Torquay            50    " 

Cowes                            100       '* 

ei^mouth  Challenge  Cup 

Weymouth                      60      " 

wes  100  guineas 

Making  a  total  of  about  900  guineas.     Besides  the  above  thirteen 

!es,  she  was  twice  recalled,  on  each  occasion  being  a  head  of  her  oppo- 

rnts.     The  only  tine  she  was  beaten  was  at  Ryde,  and  it  must  really  be 

ibted  whether  her  defeat  did  not  add  a  fresh  laurel  to  her  fame.     On 
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Aii  oooaiioi)  fbe  beat  ibe  Arrow  and  AxoBsiet^  very  eoosidarftbly  in  gomg 
to  viodward,  but  of  oooive  tbe  Urge?  sails  of  these  yachts  ga^e  them  a 
decided  advantage  ia  going  free  in  tbe  smoother  water  inside  the  Wight, 
Tlie  race  terminated  in  the  bowsprit  of  the  Arrow  being  declared  by  the 
Umpire  to  be  about  two  or  three  feet  in  advance  of  that  of  the  MosquitOi 
while  the  two  English  yachts  were  some  minutes  abeipd  of  their  fi»m^ida« 
ble  American  adversary^ 

In  these  races  she  met  and  vanquished  the  following  yaphts  of  eqiial 
rise  or  larger  than  herself, 

1852  Alarm  1851  America  1853  Arrow 
1847  Bacchante          1849  Cynthia  1851  Volante 

1853  Osprey  1858  Aurora  1852  War-Hawk 
1844  Zephyretta         1853  Julia  1852  May^fly 
1852  Claymore           1»52  Lavrock 

Of  these  yachts  the  Alarm,  Arrow,  Bacchante,  Aurora  and  Zephyretta 
were  wioners  of  Queen^s  Cup  at  Cowes,  and  many  of  the  others  had 
^ther  won  the  honors  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  or  had  Tanquishei) 
the  Mosquito  before  the  change  of  management  The  date  appended  to 
each  yaeht  shows  the  year  in  which  she  was  last  altered,  built  or  length- 
ened, and  it  appears,  that  with  two  of  three  exceptions  the  Mosquito 
was  comparatively  an  old  vessel  when  she  won  her  prises* 

Apart  from  the  question  of  racing,  the  Mosquito  is  in  some  respects  to 
be  admired.  She  was  almost  the  only  successful  racing  yacht  which  has 
not  been  out  about  or  altered;  she  was  roomy  below  with  several  inches 
more  height  in  her  cabin  than  that  of  the  America  of  208  tons,  and 
she  had  more  fitfAugs  and  bulkheads  than  most  yachts  of  double  her  toa«> 
oage. 

There  is  a  moral  in  her  career  which  may  be  of  use  to  many  yadits- 
men.  When  it  is  required  to  win  races,  unless  the  yachtsmen  direct  hia 
whole  energies  to  the  subject  success  will  seldom  be  obtained  even  if  hia 
vessel  be  a  Mosquito;  but  if  the  requisite  time,  skill,  a|kd  attention  ar^ 
bestowed  upon  the  subject,  even  a  small,  and  not  ovw  &8t  yacht  may 
be  made  superior  in  point  of  ^peed  to  larger  and  fisister  vessels. 

The  dimensions  of  the  filosqttito,  are  as  follows:— 


Length  over  all 

_ 

68ft.  6in 

**      Between  the  perpendicular 

5L      9 

Breadth  extreme 

- 

15      8 

Draft  of  water  forward 

• 

7      6 

aft       . 

. 

11      4 

Length  of  mast 

• 

61       6 

Diameter  of  ditto 

- 

0    15^ 
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A  REMINISCENCE  OF  ST.  HELENA,  IN  1818. 

BT  ▲  VBTBBAN  TACHT8MAH. 

"  Bt  Joye  !  there's  a  stnuage  sail  to  wmdwaidy"  exdaimed  Bedford,  the 
gmart  signal  midshipmaD  of  the  B  n  as  the  said  "jackass  fingatef ' 
lay  at  anchor  betwe^i  Barnes'  Point  and  the  Sugar  Loaf  Hill.  The 
south-east  trade  wind  hlew  unusually  strong,  and  it  was  owing  to  this 
oircumstanoe  that  (mr  "  mud  hook  "  with  some  forty  fathoms  of  chain 
eable  attached  to  it,  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  The  B— n  was 
stationed  by  the  Admiral  to  cruise  on  the  weather-side  of  die  Island  i 
St.  Helena  within  signal  distance  of  some  one  of  the  numerous  telegrapa 
posts  wluch  encircled  it,  her  duty  being  to  board  and  orerhaul  all  Tcssela 
fll^proaching  the  Island  :  and  in  order  to  secure  the  most  vigibnt  look 
oat  Sot  these,  the  sum  of  five  shillings  was  inyariably  awarded  and  given 
to  that  signal-man  (on  the  shore)  who  was  the  first  discoverer  of  a 
stnoge  ship^  but  small  as  ihe  amount  was,  it  usually  stimulated  them 
to  watchfulneag,  indeed  it  was  nothing  remarkable  to  get  sight  of  a 
veasel  when  she  was  at  least  a  distance  of  ninety  miles  from  the  Island: 
the  land  being  nearly  3,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  added  to  the 
firaqaen<gr  of  mrage  in  the  locality,  will  at  once  explain  these  otherwise 
remarkable  instances  of  **  clairvoyance.'' 

Having  premised  this  much,  we  may  proceed  to  account  for  the  ex- 
elamation  of  young  Bedford,  with  which  we  opened  our  little  narrative— 

**  By  Jove!  there's  a  strange  sail  to  windward." 

'*  And  not  yet  reported  by  any  of  the  stations  ?"  asked  his  messmato^ 
Jock  MaxwelL 

'*  No^"  said  Bedford,  ^'  we  are  the  first  discoverers  although  she  is  so 
doae  to  the  Island." 

^  Why  you'll  get  the  five  shillings,  old  fellow,"  responded  Maxwell: 
**  the  price  of  champagne  is  only  eight  dollars  a  bottle  at  Lowden's;  of 
cmrse  yoall  stand  a  couple  of  the  long  corks  when  the  authorities  tip 
yoa  the  fee." 

**  The  five  diillings^  the  champagne^  and  you  be  spitfiicated,"  growled 

iford.   ^  I'm  savage   old   fellow, — ^you  know  of  course  tiiat    Saul 

-1   -o     m — ^n  made  the  mess  a  present  of  a  bag  of  murphies  by 

f  of  discount  to  his  little  bill^  which  the  caterer  paid  when  he  went 

yesterday  in  the  soft  tack  boat." 
Don't  I  know  it  ?— can  a  duck  swim  ?  "  said  Jack,  **  but  what  makes 

.  savage  ?  " 

>.  2. — VOL.  v.  K 
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**  Eren  thai,  old  fellow.  IVe  an  amiable  weakness  for  lobsoooae, 
which  is  just  being  carried  into  the  berth,  and  I  shall  be  done  brown 
out  of  my  whack  by  those  cormorants,  the  idlers*  of  the  mess,  as  I  must 
now  go  signalising  to  the  shore,  owing  to  the  appearance  of  this  strange 
sail,  and  just  at  dinner  time  too  :  an'  ye  love  me  Jack  (as  you  are  going 
below,)  yell  shovel  out  a  decent  lot  of  it,  with  a  due  proportion  of  the 
murphies,  for  a  vigilant  officer  who  helps  to  keep  the  Ex-Emperor  to  hia 
small  hehn,  and  saves  you  perhaps  from  the  pleasure  of  wearing  a 
wooden  pin  or  the  loss  of  a  top-light." 

^  Oh,  as  to  your  vigilance,  Bedford,  tha<fs  gammon;  and  tondiing  die 
wooden  peg,  my  motto  is  'a  goideo  chain  or  a  timbering  toe,*  and  I 
heartaly  wish  master  Nap  had  contrived  to  help  me  to  my  Lieutenant^a 
commission  before  he  became  such  a  bankrupt  in  power  that  lus  creditors 
seemed  to  have  determined  that  their  dividends  shall  be  taken  out  of 
his  carcase,  as  it  is  evident  that  his  release  can  only  be  obtained  by  pay- 
ment of  the  great  debt  of  nature." 

^  Well,  Jack"*  said  the  signal  middy,  *X  can't  stay  to  talk  poKtites 
Witih  you,  Fli  to  the  captain  and  report  the  new  comer ;  but  Jack  remem- 
^r  Fm  sharp  set,  look  after  my  interests  in  &ke  victualling  departmeot^ 
and  don't  let  tiiat  lanthom  jawed  pill  builder,  or  the  rawboned  qnffl 
driver,  tdte  out  all  the  murphies.  And  m  keep  your  watch  for  yon 
when  yon  want  to  go  on  shore." 

**  All  right,  Bedford,"  replied  MaxmA,  whtht  the  fenner  dew»nded  to 
make  his  report  to  the  Captain. 

*'  Avtrange  sail  ninning  down  ibr  the  Island,  sir,"  sung  out  the  signal 
middy,  as  his  tap  at  the  after  cabin  door  was  answered  by  a  **Com6  in  " 
from  Captain  Salt,f  who  we  may  ohaerve  en  passant  was  a  perfect  gen- 
tleman, and  certainly  studied  die  comforts  of  his  officers  and  crew  ao 
dosely,  that  the  tedium  and  monotony  of  this  vilest  oF  aH  stations  was 
greatly  ameliorated  by  his  commendable  behaviour. 

<<  What  rignal  postflrst  reported  her,  Mr.  Bedford  ?"  enqwed  the 
worthy  Captain. 

'^Not  any  sir,"  was  the  reply,  ^  we  are  the  first  discoverers."^ 

**  How  ftr  o£F  is  she  ?  "  questioned  the  chief. 

**  I  should  think  about  six  or  seven  miles,  sir,"  said  Bedford.  ''  Yerj 
strange  "  mused  Captain  Salt  ^^lAat  no  One  should  have  seen  her  u  I 
now." 

*  Idlers  In  a  ship  of  war,  fnclnde  Clerks,  Assistant  Burgeons,  Second  Mssfe  , 
Apd  others  whose  duties  do  not  require  them  to  koe^  watch. 

f  Although  the  main  incidents  herein  related  are  facts,  yet  the  names  ^i  i 
to  the  officers  are  pursly  flctious. 
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**8heiB  only  JMl  •pen  of  BtfWt  Petwt,  air,  or  loe  dhouid  have  db- 
Mforol  W  long  MMe." 

^  I  know  dia*»  Mr.  Bedford,  as  &r  at  we  are  eonoemed;  but  lam  at  a 
hm  lo  aeeoant  for  the  bfindiMse  o£  all  the  look-outs  at  the  signal  stationt 
to  windward  of  the  Uand:  however,  it  thej  have  neglected  their  duty  it 
is  nO'  reason  why  we  riiould  he  remue  in  oars,  therefore  make  the  signal 
bt  Estrange  sail  to  windward'  to  the  Sugar  Loaf  Hill  stationft** 

^  Aye,  aye^  sir,*'  answered  Bedford;  as  he  retired  with  a  smart  step 
feom  the  eafain  and  aseended  ia  the  quarfeer-deek,  three  steps  at  a  time 
op  Ae  after  ladder  on  the  main-deok;  arrivbg  there  he  found  the  Arst 
Ueutenant;  Mr.  Gustavus^  to  whom  the  otMumslance  of  the  strange  sail 
had  been  r^wrted  by  the  mate  of  the  wateh*  The  signal  middy  con* 
vq^ed  to  the  lieutenant  the  order  he  had  receivedfrom  the  Gaplain,  and 
ia  aeeordanee  therewith  three^  flags  in  a  fow  moments  were  displayed  at 
dte  mam  traek  ef  the  R^-^^  in^catting  that  a  sail  bearing  aS.E.,  wai 
hi  sight  from  <MW  shi^,  and  as  we  wei^e  anchcwed  at  little  more  than  a 
mile  iNHti  Stq^'Loaf,  and  the  breeae  blew  the  flags  well  out,  there  oould 
he  hat »  tritnig  diffieull^  In  decypherbg  them,  had  the  signal-man  at 
tw^  station  h«re  been  eu  the  alert^  such  however  did  not  seem  to  be  the 
SMe,  ead  Ibey  remfuned  unanswered. 

^  Yery  siMBge  this,"  again  remarked  the  Captahi. 

•^Tb  singular,  siis*  said  l^e  fsst  Lieutenant. 

^  Something  oumrfi^  wmng  here^^put  in  the  Chaplain. 

'"Itfs  phfmBoi^  impossible  to  understand  it,'*s«d  the  Doetor. 

''Ife  m%hty  quare^^  observed  the  Master^  who  was  of  the  Emerald 


**  Unoommon  rum  slta<t»''  said  Bedford  (sotto  voce)  to  the  midshipman 
efthewaleli. 

**  It  heats  cook  flghtiug,*'  was  the  opioioii  of  the  signal-man  expressed 
to  his  mate,  whilst  an  old  quarter-master  took  up  the  ball  and  added, 
*  Talk  about  eoek  %hting,  why  it  bangs  hookem  snivey  all  to  fits.'' 

ita  nobody  present  called  upon  the  quarter-master  to  explain  the 
aaiount  of  seienee  required  of  those  who  are  anxious  to  amuse  themsdves 
at  the  game  of  *'  hookem  snivey,"  we  are  unable  to  enlighten  tlie  reader 
SB  (iie  suhjeety  pevhape 

"  Where  igaorame  is  bliss, 
'Twere  fdjiy.  to  be  wise." 

Iliere  were  now  two  remarkable  circumstonoes  to  be  accounted  for. 

•t^  that  a  sttaage  vessri  should  be  alk>wed  to  approach  se  near  to  the 

md  nanotioed  by  any  of  the  numerous  telegraphs  ;  and  secondly  that 

rignal  to  the  shore  should  remain  unanswered,  seeing  the  ships 
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proxim'ty  to  the  statioo.  It  was  something  to  speculate  oo,  and  any- 
thing  of  an  exciting  nature  to  us  poor  denis  was  indeed  a  great  treaty 
sedng  that  our  monotonous  cruising  widiout  hope  of  prise  money, 
besides  being  half  starved  upon  the  vilest  of  salt  provisiouSy  was  enov^ 
to  break  the  spirits  of  the  most  volatile. 

*'  Had  we  not  better  enforce  the  signal  with  a  gun,  sir  ?  '*  asked  the 
first  Lieutenant. 

^  Do  so  if  you  please/'  answered  the  Captun. 

One  of  the  forecastle  twelve  pounders  was  now  loaded  and  fired,  the  re- 
port reverberating  from  the  high  rocks  above  us  with  a  most  deafening  nxur. 

'*  That  will  open  your  peepers  for  you,  my  lad,"  said  Bedford*  *^  Be 
all  ready  to  haul  down  the  signaL'^ 

The  order  was  however  somewhat  premature  as  there  seemed  bwt 
little  chance  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the  message  conveyed  through  the 
medium  of  the  flags*  In  the  mean  time  the  stranger  was  made  out  to 
be  a  schooner,  of  a  long,  low,  and  rakish  appearance,  quite  in  the  clipper 
style  of  build  :  it  was  further  observed  that  she  altered  her  course  as  if 
desirous  of  avoiding  the  proximity  of  the  frigate.  It  should  be  stated 
here,  that  for  some  time  previous,  reports  were  circulated  and  believed 
that  attempts  were  to  be  made  to  steal  away  (the  once)  great  Napoleon 
Boni^arte :  there  were  to  be  submerged  vessels,  sorial  machines,  Red 
Rovers,  Phantom  ships,  &c.,  called  into  operation  to  efiect  this  end  ; 
what  wonder  then  that  the  apparently  wilful  neglect  of  all  the  signal 
stations,  added  to  the  suspicious  movements  and  appearance  of  Mb 
schooner,  should  induce  many  on  board  to  believe  that  the  time  was  at 
length  arrived  for  the  experiment  to  be  made,  and  although  the  suqiected 
craft  was  now  steering  as  if  to  pass  the  Island,  yet  (if  they  had  the  power 
of  submerging  themselves)  their  approach  after  nightfall  would  not  be 
easy  to  discover,  these  oonjectures  were  soon  strengthened  by  a  singidar 
circumstance,  which  will  develope  itself  in  due  time. 

The  signal  had  been  flying  more  than  twenty  minutes,  when  the 
Captain  ordered  a  second  gun  to  be  fired,  adding,  "  I  think  we  may  as 
well  put  a  shot  in,  and  let  us  see  if  the  gunner  is  marksman  enough  to 
hit  that  small  spot  near  the  cavity  in  the  diff.^' 

**  Mr.  Bedford  will  direct  his  glass  towards  the  mark  and  ascertatn 
where  the  sliot  will  strike,''  said  the  first  laeutenant. 

*^  Aye,  aye,  sir,"  answered  the  signal  midshipman. 

The  telescope  was  accordingly  brought  to  bear  ;  bang,  went  tiie  gi 
and  as  the  shot  flew  to  its  destination,  and  splintered  the  rock,  to  t 
infinite  astonishment  of  Bedford  up  jumped  a  man,  from  within  a  i 
yards  of  where  the  projectile  had  dropped. 
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Now  we  are  wiHtng  eocmgh  to  admit  that,  as  a  general  rule  there  is 
nothing  very  extraordinary  in  the  discoyeiy  of  a  human  being  on  the  sea 
•hoie  of  an  inhabited  Idand  ;  but  in  the  instanoe  hero  recorded  the 
reader  has  to  be  informed  that  where  this  man  was  obseryed,  the  mjsterj 
m  the  matter  was,  how  did  he  get  there  ?  seeing  that  the  precipitoiM 
dilBi  afaore  him  were  inaccessible,  and  that  unless  with  the  aid  of  a  boat 
it  would  be  impossible  to  arrive  at  the  core  he  was  in  by  an  underoliff 
road. 

**  Han  the  cutter,"  said  Captain  Salt,  *'  and  send  her  onshore  with  an 
officer,  to  see  who  the  fellow  \$,  and  to  find  out  how  in  the  name  of 
wonder  be  got  there,  and  what  is  his  business." 

**  Aye,  aye,  sir,"  answered  the  first  Lieutenant.  ''  Cutters  away  there^ 
Mr.  Ohey,"  added  he,  addressing  the  midshipman  of  the  watefa. 

The  cutter  was  now  lowered  and  manned,  and  a  Lieutenant  dispatehed 
in  her  to  the  spot,,  to  ascertain  the  particulars  enumerated  by  the  Captain. 
She  speedily  performed  the  service  required,  and  on  return  of  the  officer 
he  reported  that  the  mysterious  individual  was  no  other  than  a  poor 
fish^rmaDy  and  his  object,  to  culture  rock  fish,  of  which  he  bad  taken  a 
goodly  number.     On  being  questioned  by  the  officer  as  to  how  he  con- 
trived to  get  to  a  place  so  apparently  unapproachable,  the  man  seemed 
very  unwilling  to  answer  the  question;  and  it  was  only  after  some*threats 
of  the  Lieutenant,  that  he  would  make  a  prisoner  of  him  and  have  him 
ssiit  to  the  Governor,  that  the  poor  fellow  gave  up  a  secret  which  had 
been  in  possession  of  his  &ther  and  himself  only,  and  they  had  taken 
sdvantage  of  it  to  pursue  undisturbed  (until  the  present  moment)  their 
piscatory  profesrion.     The  secret  was  the  knowledge  of  a  subterranean 
passage  of  some  extent,  the  particulars  respecting  which  were  forwarded 
without  k)ss  of  time  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  the  Governor,  who  doubtless 
caused  a  proper  eurveiUanee  in  that  quarter.     As  to  the  strange  schooner 
she  was  pursuing  her  course  to  the  N.W.,  under  all  sail,  and  as  it  now 
appeared  that  she  was  not  inclined  to  give  us  or  the  Island  authorities 
any  further  trouble,  it  only  remained  to  find  out  the  cause  of  the  very 
extnuxrdinary  negligence  of  the  signal  stations.     Our  signal  to  the 
Sugar  Loaf  look-out  was  flying  one  hour  before  it  was  answered,  and  it 
tamed  out  on  enquiry  that  the  signal-man  had  left  during  the  meal 
jr,  and  had  ventured  upon  a  visit  to  a  small  picket  in  the  valley  :   of 
•arse  the  act  was  a  most  reprehennble  one.   As  to  the  windward  look- 
tB^  itis  believed  tiiey  endeavoured  to  excuse  themselves  on  account  of 
B  unusual  haiiness  which  on  that  day  prevailed,  but  there  is  little 
ubt  about  th«r  having  been  one  and  all  mulcted  of  a  few  days'  pay,  to 
^hten  their  optics  on  future  occasions. 
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Tlie  afisr  w  hm%  bow  rekted  vnisrwwi  eootidenibli  diseiisfioft  in 
die  oMnp,  aod  amongft  the  loimgen  in  the  public  gaideiM^  89  we^l  ae  is 
Ae  store  of  Saul  S  i  o  m-^ii  $  and  amoDgvt  othen  ^  out  own  eor- 
veapondeDt  *  proved  to  the  worid  the  fertilitj  of  hia  bnin,  by  caonng^ 
like  the  fottewing  to  be  inaerted  ia  the  EogKah  aewsptpeiBy 


"  Our  own  Corbbbpordbnt  at  St.  Helena  infonns  us  that  a  most  daring 
attempt  to  liberate  Bonaparte  from  his  captivity  has  been  fortunately 
frustrated  by  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Salt,  of  H.M.S.  the  R n. 

**  It  appears  that  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  nlto,  a  clipper  schooner  was 
observed  to  be  hovering  off  the  Island,  as  if  awaiting  the  dstkness  of  the 
piglit  to  proseonte  some  adventarotta  ezplait.  Captahi  Salt  who  ia  remarkable 
lor  being  constantly  ea  the  qm  aibs^  happened  on  that  day  to  be  engaged  in 
ejamining  the  practicable  landing  places  of  the  lalandt  when  to.  hia  astonish- 
ment  be  discovered  through  the  medium  of  bis  telescope,,  from  the  deck  <^ 

the  R n,  a  man  crouched  behind  a  rock  on  the  beach,  and  as  there 

was  no  apparent  road  to  or  from  the  spot,  the  Captain  lost  no  time  in  pro- 
ceeding in  his  boat  to  the  shore.  The  unknown  finding  himself  the  object  of 
attention  endeavoured  to  escape,  but  the  actirity  of  Captain  Sah  and  hia 
boats  crew  succeeded  in  capturing  him,  just  as  he  was  about  to  ^Baappear  ill 
the apertoreof a  sabterraneao  paasaga, hitherto  onhnown  to  the  authoritiea. 
On  palling  thwr  prisoner  out  by  hia  lags ;  to  the  amaxement  of  die  joHy  t»s 
tj^ey  discovered  their  priae  to  be  oo.  lissaa  person  than  the  £z  Bnaperor,  per* 
spnatiog  a.  native  fisherman,  and  having  with  him  a  dark  laothenii  and  other 
means  of  signalising  to  a  vessel  or  boat  in  the  offing,  of  course  there  waa 
little  time  lost  in  restoring  him  to  safer  keeping  at  Longwood«  We  under- 
stand that  a  most  searching  investigation  is  being  prosecuted  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, particulars  of  which,  as  they  transpire  will  be  forwarded  the  first 
opportunity  to  us  by  Our  Own  Correspondent." 


SALMON   SPEARING. 


BT  CLArrSB-CULW. 


*«  win  All  Neptane**  omad  w«ab  thU  blood 
Clear  flrom  my  hand  ?  ** 


*'  Salmon  Spearing  1  what,  Saloien  Spearing  !*'  We^can  << phanajr  t 
TceUnga"  Mr.  Editor,  of  aoaae  iniixriaite  disciple  of  »Y'*  or  *<  Ep 
a^a'*ofBe/r«Zi^,  upon  reading  the  aboTe.     Holhol  I  would  m 
he  within  hand's  grip  foe  the  worth  of  my  neek :  yet  restrain  U^se? 
mad  diaciple^worthy  Y,  or  moaiexoeUent  Ephemera  ;  we  flatter  on 
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telTes  that,  althougli  not  bo  aocomplisliod,  we  are  not  a  wit  less  an 
ardent  brodier  of  the  Angle  than  any  one  of  ye  I 

**  Well,  bnt  what  has  'Safanon  Spearing'  to  do  widi  ffmfi  YachHng 
Magazine  f^ 

Oeh,  bother,  man  aliye,  sore  some  of  the  best  fishermen  of  the  dliy 
are*  jachtemen  ;  don*t  jou  see  us  going  to  Norway,  and  to  Scotland,  and 
to— bnt  what^s  the  use  in  talking.  Any  place  that  spoit,  frolic,  or  jdllity 
can  be  had,  there  you  may  look  out  for  yachtsmen  ;  that  is  the  genuine 
yachtsman  I  mean  ;  for  there's  many  a  'spalpeen*  that  keeps  a  'crawft,* 
wears  kid  gloves  for  fear  the  damp  ropes  mi^t  gire  him  cold,  and  sports 
a  royal  bargee  to  wit»  whom  it  is  a  crying  sin  and  mortal  shame  to 
desigmate  as  such* 

To  trar  yam-— trusting  that  it  may  be  a  warning  to  those  who  hav6 
salmon  rivers  ;  and  a  gentle  hint  to  those  who  havB  audiority  over 
streams,  (sahnon  rrver  feeders)  to  keep  a  bright  look  oot  in  wintry 
weather. 

We  were  enasing  off  the  eoaat  of  Ireland  very  early  one  season,  when 
wHhoat  any  pigmentation  on  onr  part  we  fionnd  oarselves  abreast  of  a 
fooafity  celebrated  for  its  trout  fishing. 

«*Wyi  we  try  it  for  tbe  fum  of  die  tlm^?'*  was  the  suggestive 
ttiqnify. 

**  Ay  to  be  sure,  why  not  ?'*  was  the  ready  response :  we  had  afine 
harbour  a  few  Ikmrs'  sail  to  the  northward,  so  getting  the  gig  Alongride, 
we  stowed  away  our  angling  gear,  and  sent  the  good  Uttle  ship  to  seek 
a  berth  for  her  mud-hook  until  our  piscatorial  propensities  were  satiated. 

Our  first  enquiiy  of  course  was  as  to  mh&m  we  were  to  apply  to  for 
fiberty  to  tUki ;  one  of  the  most  glorious  little  trout  streams  that  ever 
angler*s  eye  gloated  upon  meandered  in  the  valley  beneath  us  ;  we 
siof^ied  at  a  cabin  on  the  outskirts  of  the  villagi^  iJthough  why  we 
aeleeted  that  particular  spot  fer  our  enquiriee  I  know  not,  except  thai 
T  ■  never  fi^ng  excuse  of  lighting  his  pipe  Was  the  cause  :  it  wtM  a 
ruinous  damp  looking  dwelling,  the  thatch  old^  decayed ,  and  sunken  ; 
white-wash  was  a  stranger  thereto,  and  the  natural  hne  of  the  toaterial 
which  eompoaed  its  walls—namely  mud,  strove  hard  fer  the  mastery 
wi&  the  green  damp  which  seemed  to  exude  from  their  itarface ;  there 

10  a  huge  old  fiishioned  fire  place,  with  an  overspreading  arch  or 

Qopy,  beneath  which  blazed  a  comfortable  fire,  around  which  were 

l^ed  some  half  dozen  shock-haired  urchins,  importuning  their  mother 

a  portion  of  the  contents  of  a  three  legged  iron  pot  of  capacioui 

nou^OQS,  that  was  suspended  by  ahook  from  the  centre  of  the  earthen 

naoe. 
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To  T        -'a  enquixy  oame  the  ever  Irish  reepoiiae. 

/  Ay  and  welkim  yer  honer  !  ^  and  Norah  O'Connor  levelled  two  of 
the  youngsters  with  the  pot  •stick  in  order  to  make  way  for  "  his  honer.'* 

^  Do  you  know  anything  my  good  woman  of  the  fishing  in  these 
parts  ?  "  I  enqdred. 

**  Fishing  I  is  id  throut  fishing  yer  honer  manes  ?  Och,  mnsha,  in  dirotfa 
ye  put  yer  right  leg  foremaut  whin  ye  got  out  uv  bed  this  blessed 
momin';  shure  there  he  is  in  beyant,  Avick  Machree,  that  'ill  tell  ye 
every  maivement  nv  a  throut  from  this  till  Michttlmasy  the  blessings  uv 
God  be  about  us  for  the  same  I  '* 

The  strong  smell  of  uumistakeably  bad  tobacco,  informed,  or  led  ua 
to  suspect,  upon  our  entrance,  that  the  worthy  female  speaker's  help-mate 
was  not  far  distant ;  and  the  moment  the  name  of  "  throut "  was  uttered^ 
we  heard  a  clatter  and  a  muttered  oath  proceeding  from  the  other  end 
of  the  cabin,  which  was  partitioned  off  by  a  kind  of  bulkhead  made  of 
wattles  and  osiers  interwoven. 

Larry  O'Connor  made  his  appearance:  a  leathern  apron  constituted  hia 
principal  garment,  and  a  half  soled  brogue  denoted  that  he  was  a  cobbler 
by  profession ;  his  keen  eye  glistened  with  delight  as  he  caught  oar 
angling  gear  up  with  eager  curiosity  ;  and  he  {M*ooeeded  to  introdnoe 
himself  after  a  fashion  which  afforded  us  a  hearty  laugh. 

*'  Lany  O'Connor,  yer  boners,  at  yer  sarvice  ;  a  mighty  purty  rod  by 
my  sowl ;  oh  I  by  the  mass  a  raal  beauty.  I  beg  yer  panUng  yer  honer, 
bud  as  Iwas  sayin',  I'll  mend  shoes  or  sarve  a  process  wid  any  man  in  the 
county;  and  as  for  brakin'  a  dog,  markin'  a  pathridge,  shootin'  a  snipe,  or 
tyin'  a  fly,  Nabocklish — ^musha,  thin  I  don't  doubt  but  yer  boners  is  in 
the  say  service  if  I  may  make  bold  to  ax  ;  well  throth  an  sure  I  was  in 
id  meself  for  a  start  too :    whin  I  was  in  the  polis  sure  they  sint  us  wid 
a  ganger  to  watch  an  island  in  t^e  Shannon  where  the  poteen  used  to 
grow,  in  the  ould  times:  ah,  by  my  conscience  I  got  enough  uv  say-fiuin' 
thin  ;  what  betune  the  say-fogs,  and  the  say-sickness.     I—  oh,  thin 
glory  be  to  goodness,  bud  thim  is  wondherful  nate  flies  yer  honor  has  on 
yer  hat :  musha,  was  yer  honor  fishin'  here  afore  now,  oh  I  bedad  its  aiay 
seein'  your  a  real  sporther.     Well,  well,  ids  mighty  quare,  bud  I  was 
dhramin  last  night  that  somebody  gev  me  a  new  cast  of  darlin'  flies  ; 
thank  yer  honer,  long  Hie  to  ye  :  och  I  thin  Norah  jewel  is'nt  id  aisj 
see  where  the  raal  gintleman  is.    Well,  yer  honer,  as  I  was  just  sayin , 
was  fishin'  down  in  the  curl  by  the  big  three  beyant,  I  had  hare's  ear  an 
yallow,  and  a  spidher  wran,  and  a  black  backie  wid  an  orange  body 
a  tail  fly ;  well,  yer  honer,  I  made  as  id  might  be,  (ande— lie  doi 
Muzzier  I  say  and  don't  be  taysin  the  cat !)    I  made  a  cast,  well  I  gt 
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OBo  riae^  and  thin  I  wini  on  whippin'  away  to  thry  an'  coax  him  agin 
whin  mj  jewel  there  was  a  n»h,  an'  a  kp^  my  heart  waa  in  my  mooth 
wid  the  fright)  bod  ids  as  thiue  as  yer  all  sittin'  there;  divil  a  sight  no 
xod  or  Ime  I  ever  seen  sinoe»  it  was  a  salmon,  eighty  poond  if  'twas  ur 
oonoe  !   Oh  !  yes  don't  believe  me  ?  '^ 

How  fiu-Mr.  Lairy  O'Connor^might  have  gone  on  but  for  our  nproarioos 
lai^ter  I  know  not,  snffioe  it  to  say  that  we  seennd  Lany  on  the  q»ot 
as  our  heDohman»  gave  Norah  the  Is.  lOA*  he  ought  to  have  eumed, 
soleiag  the  brogoes,  and  ocdered  him  to  be  with  ns  at  an  early  hoar  the 
foUowtog  morning,  whilst  we  piooeeded  to  take  our  ease  at  our  inn. 

Up  to  time  Larry  made  his  appearanee  in  the  morning,  and  oonduoted 
vs  to  a  met,  whioh  he  said  nobody  cared  to  own,  and  few  fished  in  sate 
faasDself :'  he  was  as  oommnnieatif  e  as  evar,  but  his  sole  ofageet  seemed  to 
be  to  find  who  we  were  and  where  we  came  from«  We  had  admirable 
sport  in  smaO  fish,  but  none  of  the  fid>ubus  siae  Lany  informed  us  we 
should  geti  The  second  day  pasied,  and  die  third,  and  Larry  was  as 
ganulous  as  before,  hot  I  still  saw  he  was  labouring  hard  to  satisfy 
himself  whether  we  oould  be  depended  upon  or  not.  HowcTer  when  he 
learned  that  we  were  sailing  about  in  our  own  ship^  from  one  of  the 
men  whom  our  sailing  master  sent  to  us  with  some  necessaries  and  who 
BBoreover  confirmed  Lmy^s  nodoos  of  a  real  sailor,  by  prasendng  him 
with  a  calEe  of  CaTeodish,  all  his  reserve  was  at  an  end  ;  and  on  the 
fourth  m<»ntog  Larry  appeared  earlier  than  usual.  He  carried  the  most 
ancient  looking  fishing  rod  that  probably  ever  adorned  the  hand  of  the 
most  ancient  angler  ;  a  well  washed  bag  was  slung  under  bis  left  arm, 
jHad  a  cast  of  unmistakeable  flies  was  wound  round  his  napless  caubeon 
{AMffUee-^hMt)*  Our  surprise  was  greati  at  we  had  begun  to  regard 
Laify's  boasts  of  what  he  could  do  himself,  as  being  muck  on  a  par  with 
the  story  of  the  eighty  pound  salmon  ;  he  looked  every  inch  a  varmint, 
and  his  manner  and  tone  implied  that  now  beiug  satisfied  that  we  were 
the  right  sort,  he  would  show  us  what  he  was  made  of,  mid  sport  too. 
Well,  Mr.  Larry  picked  our  flies  and  put  them  up  for  us  all  that  day,  but 
for  every  one  he  selected  from  our  fly  books  for  our  own  use,  he  selected 
two  for  himself  yet  he  was  such  ao  amusing  rascal,  that  no  one  could 
be  SBigry  with  him  :  there  were  three  of  us,  and  without  egotism  I  may 
lay,  there  are  few  men  we  would  turn  our  backs  to  at  fiy-fishing  ;  but 
^arry  O'Connor  made  fools  of  us  all :  with  bis  old  lumbering  rod,  a 
el  that  would  take  the  tug  of  an  elephant  to  get  a  turn  out  of,  and 
n  old  home  hair  line,  with  as  many  knots  as  hairs  in  it,  he  was  picking 
at  good  weighty  fish  at  every  cast ;  if  one  of  us  whipped  a  likely 
kking  spot  as  directed  by  Larry,  he  was  sure  to  be  squatted  down  in 
HO.  2.^voi..  V.  L 
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the  grass  doing  aomething  with  his  rod  or  gear,  but  watching  our 
moTeraents  with  half  averted  gase  and  qcdet  merriment:  when  observing 
us  moving  on  he  won  Id  sneak  quietly  to  the  spot  we  had  left,  and  in 
some  little  curl,  bende  a  stone,  or  the  lee  of  a  fallen  portion  of  bank  or 
bunch  of  rushes,  which  we  were  sure  to  have  thrashed  a  dosen  times, 
Larry  wonld  drop  his  flies  as  light  as  gossamer,  himself  standing  fully 
the  length  of  the  rod  away  from  the  river,  and  out  he'd  plump  a  trout  aa 
big  as  any  three  put  together  out  of  our  baskets.  We  began  to  enter- 
tain a  sort  of  respect  for  Larry,  in  fact  to  look  up  to  him;  as  little  meo 
in  art  do  to  great  men;  when  he  again  set  us  laughing  at  him  by  ever 
and  anon  shouting  *'  There  he  is  yer  boner,  forty  pounds  if  he's  aa 
ounoe!"  We  began  to  think  he  was  haunted  with  the  apparition  of  the 
salmon  that  had  plundered  him  of  his  fishing  rod,  and  laughed  at  him 
accordingly.  We  were  looking  for  trout,  but  Larry  was  looking  for 
salmon  as  well,  and  though  at  first  he  took  no  pains  to  deceive  us,  yet 
I  began  to  think  there  was  something  more  in  his  philosopy  than  we 
dreamed  of :  I  would  as  soon  have  expected  to  see  a  salmon  swimming^ 
up  Pall  Mall  as  the  streamlet  we  had  been  catching  trout  in,  of  horn  a 
quarter  to  a  pound  weight,  the  latter  but  of  rare  occurrence  iudeed. 

We  had  decided  upon  our  last  day,  it  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  our 
baskets  were  fairly  lined  with  the  usual  run  of  tidy  little  fish;  I  was  dred, 
and  whilst  resting  on  a  bank,  lighted  that  never  failing  companion  and 
adjunct  to  contemplation,  a  cigar;  my  eye  roamed  over  moorland  and  hill, 
o'er  turf,  bog  and  heather;  the  gorse  of  the  fox  cover;  the  warren  of  the 
rabbit,  and  the  rush  grown  snipe  marsh  ;  and  many  a  merry  hour  of  the 
past  memory  brought  before  me.  T  and  C—  had  turned  an  angle 
of  the  river  and  I  fancied  I  was  alone;  a  long  drawn  breath  undeceived 
me,  I  turned  and  Larry  O'Conner  was  behind  me  driving  long  pufis  out 
of  his  short  black  pipe. 

There  was  something  mysterious  in  Larry's  manner,  an  importance  in 
his  look,  a  certain  uneasiness  as  if  he  was  about  to  ask  a  fieivor,  and  yet  to 
confer  one:  at  last  he  drew  near  me,  and  whispered  in  hoarse  accents, 
accompanied  by  a  half  suspicious  grin;  ** Would  yer  honer  like  to  spear  a 
salmon?"' 

Here  then  at  last  I  stood  fisoe  to  hce  with  one  of  those  arch-poachers, 
those  salmon  murderers,  a  fell  destroyer  of  the  monarchs  of  the  rivi 
my  blood  boiled  in  my  veins,  my  brain  became  giddy,  J  felt  an  impul 
to  clutch  and  choke  him  on  the  spot,  I  longed  to  pitcli  into  him,  or  hii 

into  the  river,  I  gasped  for  breath,  and ^but  reader  spare  my  sham^ 

I  listened  to  the  tempter,  I  thirsted  to  acquire  knowledge,  for  I  like  i 
know  everything  practically;  and  the  reflection  that  I  might  serve  i) 
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good  catney  By  acquainting  myself  with  the  secrets  of  crime«  nerved  me 
to  the  task;  and  bending  upon  Laurence  O'Conner  one  of  my  most  ma- 
jestie  looks,  I  said  unto  him— "Larry — I  would!"  A  glare  of  triumph 
ahone  upon  the  demon's  countenance, — he  caught  me  by  the  arm  and 
dragged  me  to  the  river's  margin* 

**  Ter  honor  thought  I  lied  when  I  tould  ye  there  was  salmon  here?  ** 
He  thrust  the  butt  of  the  ancient  looking  rod  in  far  beneath  the 
rushes,  a  dark  mass  shot  forih,  flashing  silvery  white  as  it  turned  in  the 
stream,  and  there  stood  Larry,  pointing  to  the  wave  raised  by  a  huge 
salmon,  as  he  rushed  up  the  shallows  with  the  velocity  of  an  oiled 
sunbeam;  my  mind  was  made  up,  Larry  was  ordered  for  ten  in  the 
momtng;  and  I  determined  to  learn  the  mysteries  of  Salmon  Spearing. 

How  to  break  it  to  C and  T I  knew  not;  I  mustered  courage 

and  did  so;  like  the  fallen  one  I  painted  my  picture  in  glowing  colours, 
and  they  fell  too,-^there  we  were,  a  trio  of  immaculate  fishermen,  sal- 
mon in  particular. 

Fiedsely  at  ten  o'clock,  Larry  made  his  appearance,  and  we  proceeded 
on  our  murderous  expedition;  we  had  sacrificed  all  feelings  for  the  day, 
eonscienee  was  knocked  on  the  head,  and  cowered  down  in  fear,  we  were 
transformed  into  veritable  poachers  for  the  nonce;  cautiously  we  ap- 
pfoached  the  riv^,  in  the  lee  of  hedgerows,  down  by  lonely  lanes  and 
boreens;  with  assassin-like  vigilance  we  peered  about  us  fearful  of  detec- 
tion; but  Larry  assured  us  with  a  laugh  we  could  have  choked  the  rufBan 
for  it^  **  We  needn't  be  tiie  laste  afeard,  devil  a  polisman  or  guager  was 
unthin  miles  of  us ! " 

We  had  now  reached  the  most  lonely  part  of  the  river,  and  there  stood 
Larry's  ^'gorsoon,"  a  strapping  youth,  who  upon  a  signal  from  his  pattern 
of  a  £&ther,  drew  from  beneath  a  furze  bush  three  stout  poles  of  some 
twelve  feet  in  length,  and  two  barbed  spears,  about  nine  inches  in  width, 
having  seven  prongs  in  each. 

Larry  now  proceeded-  to  business  with  all  the  tact  of  an  adept  in 

poaching;  **  Now,  yer  honor,  just  take  that  spear  in  your  hand,  balapce 

it  nately  in  the  left,  and  give  it  a  small  dh rive  wid  the  right:  see  now, 

aim  for  that  tuft  uv  rushes  there  beyant*     Arrah,  begor  more  power  I  well 

done  I    m  make  a  spearman  uv  ye  yet:  now  give  it  to  me,  take  this 

We  and  just  shove  it  under  yer  feet,  there's  a  pike  in  that  hole,  wait  now 

ma,  'till  I  get  a  good  sight  over  the  river. .    Oh,  but  isn't  it  a  darlin' 

y,  not  a  ripple  ^o'  as  clear  as  buttermilk;  now  yer  boner  shove  the  pole 

aisy,  ay,  that's  it  my  darlin',  aisy  now,  aisy^  I  see  the  villian,  here  he 

nes,  look  at  his  wave  yer  boner;  whoo,  yer  done  for  any  way!" 

Ind  a  fine  pike  of  some  ten  or  twelve  pounds  weight  writhed  up  on 

of  the  water  firmly  transfixed  by  the  barbed  prongs. 
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Larry  was  a  skilfbl  taoticiaii,  he  knew  the  weak  points  of  hmnan 
nature^  and  ezperimentalinng  on  a  pike  he  aHayed  eflbctnally  all  ooin- 
paaotions  about  salmon,  it  was  like  the  sniff  of  blood  to  the  slangh-hoimd' 
like  the  blast  of  the  trampet  to  the  war-horse;  in  five  minutes  we  were 
all  as  intent  upon  the  chase  as  if  it  was  the  most  legitimate  and  sporting 
oconpation  in  the  world:  Larry  put  ns  in  mind  of  a  fine  nosed  bea^e, 
not  a  haunt  under  a  bank,  a  quiet  pool,  a  curl  in  the  lee  of  rock  or  rush 
chimp,  that  he  did  not  explore:  now  forcing  his  way  through  furze  brakes 
and  hoHy  thickets,  anon  wading  knee  deep  under  thorn  hedges;  it  must 
indeed  have  been  a  wary  fish  that  escaped  him.  We  had  seen  six  or 
eight  fine  fish  make  a  dash  from  their  resting  place,  but  they  were  saib 
from  our  inexperienced  hands,  for  it  requires  no  common  practice  to 
throw  the  spear  with  effect,  even  when  you  get  the  salmon  on  a  rapid, 
where  from  the  shallowness  of  the  water  he  is  partially  exposed.  Larry 
seemed  to  be  getting  disgusted  at  our  want  of  skill,  and  at  every  ineffec- 
tual cast  would  ejaculate,  ''Och,  murdhur,  murdher,  no  cock's  eye  out 
yet  r  At  length  he  stopped  at  a  shallow  part  of  the  river  and  beckoned 
me  cautiously  towards  him;  his  attitude  reminded  me  of  an  Indian 
hunter  who  had  discovered  a  lost  trail;  bending  downwards,  his  grey 
eyes  flashing  with  triumphant  excitement,  he  uttered  in  a  half  whisper; 
^  They  wor  here  last  night  yer  honer,  and  they'r  not  far  off  now,  here*a 
the  'soower^  they  wor  working  in,  well  be  sure  to  get  one  yer  boner 
forainst  the  twisted  oaks:  ay,  bedad,  and  he^  be  the  biggist  salmon 
ye^n  see  this  year  I  The  gravel  that  Larry  pointed  to  was  freshly  dis- 
turbed, a  kind  of  bed  or  shallow  trench  was  made,  as  if  by  a  large  fish 
working  with  his  head  up  stream.  The  locality  which  Larry  named  as 
being  likely  to  find  our  game  was  as  beautifril  a  spot  for  fish  to  lie  in  aa 
ever  fisherman  cast  a  line  o'er:  the  river  fell  over  a  ledge  of  rock  and 
small  stones,  and  formed  a  wide  and  deep  pool  sheltered  by  rush  grown 
banks  on  either  nde*     Larry  stationed  us  for  the  final  onslaught;  and 

this  time,  thought  we  a  salmon  Is  doomed.     C and  the  gorsooi^ 

near  the  head  of  the  pool,  T     ■■■  opposite  to  them  on  the  right  bank» 
himself  at  the  foot  of  the  twisted  oaks  aforesaid  to  overlook  all,  and  your 
humble  servant,  spear  in  hand,  in  the  great  rapid  at  the  foot  of  the  pond, 
down  which  he  designed  to  force  the  salmon.   At  a  given  signal  the  gor- 
soon  advanced  cautiously  to  the  edge  of  the  bank,  thrust  the  long  pol 
in  for  beneath  hiss  feet  every  eye  was  upon  him ;  there  was  a  rush  in  ti 
water,  a  warning  cry,  ^*  There  he  goes,  yer  honer,  mind  his  wave,  mi» 
his  waveT  whilst  Larry  from  the  bank  over  my  head  shouted,    **  Non 
my  darlin*,  here  he  comes,  stand  well  back  on  the  tail  of  the  rapid,  an<^ 
and  let  him  &r  down  before  you  strike,  hurroo  he*s  comin  like  a  nu 
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t»np:  oeh,  by  the  liook j  if  he*8  a  pound  he's  forty, — Now,— now,— och, 
teir»an-age»,  no  oocks-eye  out  yet!  ** 

Cunning  from  the  head  of  the  pool  rolled  a  ertonny  wave,  swelling  as  it 
n|Md)y  adTaneed  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  V,  I  got  well  down  on  the 
rafnd  and  balancing  the  spear  aloft  determined  to  retrieve  my  character 
with  Larry,  down  came  a  gigantic  salmon,  bnrstiug  from  the  V  shaped 
wave  like  a  flash  of  silvery  lightning,— <»,  on,  he  comes  nntil  his  body 
was  half  exposed  from  the  shallowness  of  the  rapid  ;  my  heart  failed  me 
to  atrike  the  noble  fish  at  such  cowardly  odds.  <*Now,  now,"  shrieked 
Larry,  wild  with  excitement:  my  victim  was  at  my  feet,  and  the  fatal 
ipear  was  poised  aloft,  when,  with  a  dash  of  his  huge  tail  he  covered  me 
with  spray,  and  was  away  up  the  rapid  again,  and  over  the  the  further 
&11.  I  let  drive  in  a  flurry,  missed  my  footing  and  nearly  broke  my  head 
against  a  rock,  scrambled  to  the  bank  soundly  drenched,  took  deliberate 
aim,  and  lodged  the  spear  in  the  trunk  of  one  of  the  twisted  oaks,  in  un- 
pleasant proximity  to  Larry's  head,  who  grinned  forth,  ^  Begor  yer 
honor  111  be  great  on  salmon  yet !  ** 

We  had  our  lesson,  Mr.  Editor,  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
adflion  poaching,  never  knew  so  much  of  the  haunts  of  river  fish  as  we 
picked  op  from  the  redoubtable  Larry,  but  we  have  never  gone  salmon 
spearing  since. 
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At  last  the  knotty  mechanical  difficulty  of  ''how  to  lower  ships'  boats?*' 
has  been  cleared  up,  and  that  too  by  a  landsman.     At  this  we  are  not 
st  all  surprised  for  there  are  few  nautical  men  who  would  not  have  shrunk 
Erom  attempting  it,  deterred  by  the  want  of  success  that  has  attended 
all  previous  experiments.     There  are  few  nautical  questions  on  which 
more  time  has  been  spent  than  on  this,  and  we  believe  that  not  less  than 
three  hundred  plans*  have  at  various  times  been  produced,  but  all  having 
some  mechanical  objection  to  ever  being  practicable  have  sunk  into  dis- 
use or  have  never  fotmd  a  friend.   The  only  wonder  when  the  simple  way 
in  which  it  is  done  by  the  invention  we  are  about  to  describe  is  under- 
stood, isy  why  it  has  not  been  hit  upon  before?     We  must  however  bear 
mind  that  it  is  only  long  labour  that  has  made  it  so,  the  inventor  of 
>  present  plan  having  been  closely  engaged  on  it  for  many  years,  ever 
se  the  loss  of  the  Amazon  in  1852.     It  is  no  adaptation  of  some  old 
ory,  but  a  perfectly  new  mechanical  contrivance  by  which  the  heavy 

A  fbH  description*  illostrated,  of  Mr.  Laoon's  plan  wiU  be  found  in  our  flrat 
ime,  page  U2.^Sd.  H.YJi. 
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strain  of  a  boat  load  of  men  is  reduced  to  the  mere  weight  of  one  dmd, 
which  acts  as  an  equipoise,  and  this  too  not  with  any  increase  of  the 
quantity  of  rope  to  be  used,  but  only  one  fourth  of  that  now  requiied^ 
The  advantages  possessed  by  this  plan  over  any  before  used  are  so  no- 
merouSy  that  until  all  the  bearings  are  understood,  it  is  impossible  ta 
appreciate  its  value,  each  part  being  made  an  essential,  and  nothing  used 
that  is  not  so,  there  is  no  complication,  and  the  perfect  freedom  for  almost 
any  liability  to  accidents  through  carelessness,  are  its  chief  features:  it  is 
a  plan  too  that  every  sailor  would  immediately  comprehend.  For  those 
who  wish  to  thoroughly  appreciate  the  important  ends  aooomplished, 
and  to  see  the  various  arguments  that  support  the  correctness  of  the 
views  taken,  we  refer  them  to  Mr.  Clifford's  pamphlet,  "How  to  Lower 
Ships'  Boats,  &c.,"  published  by  Simpkin  &  Co.,  Paternoster  Row,  and 
he  must  indeed  be  a  shrewd  sailor  who  can  find  anything  more  to  say 
on  the  subject.  We  hope  for  the  convenience  of  our  aquatic  frienda 
some  place  of  public  resort  wi]l  be  furnished  with  a  working  model, 
where  it  can  always  be  on  view,  at  present  it  may  be  seen  at  fiell's,  late 
Farley's,  (the  Dockyard,)  Fleet  Street,  or  at  5,  Inner  Temple  Lane. 

Of  the  dangers  that  attend  the  usual  operation  of  lowering  a  ship's 
boat — the  chief  are,  not  letting  the  boat  down  on  an  even  keel  (or  both 
ends  at  the  same  time),  canting  the  boat  or  heeling  over,  and  inability 
to  disengage  the  boat  Arom  the  ship  at  the  proper  moment  when  on  the 
water.  These  various  operations  have  heretofore  been  the  joint  labours 
of  four  or  five  men,  two  being  required  to  lower,  and  two  to  disengage 
the  boat  from  the  hooks  by  which  it  is  suspended  when  it  reaches  the 
water;  any  accident  through  carelessness  of  any  one  of  these,  causing  a 
mishap,  and  too  often  fatal  consequences. 

Experiments  were  tried  at  Southampton  on  the  7th  ult,  to  test  Mr* 
Clifford's  plan  for  unlashing,  lowering,  and  entirely  disengaging  ships* 
boats,  the  trials  proved  very  satisfactory  to  Her  Majesty's  Emigration 
Commissioners  represented  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Murdock,  Mr.  Walcot 
the  Secretary,  and  Captain  Lean,  ii.n.,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the  Emigration 
Officers  of  London  and  Southampton  respectively.      Captain  Austin, 
B.V.,    of    Her  Majesty's  Dockyard,    Lieutenant  O'Rielly,    R.N.,   and 
Captains  Simpson,    Vincent,   Hall,  and    Christian,   with  many  other 
nautical  authorities  of  the  port,  with  the  harbour-master  were  also  pi 
sent     Every  trial  bore  out  the  advantages  claimed  for  it,  and  the  be 
laden  with  an  entire  crew  was  lowered  over  and  over  again,  and  at  ai 
rate  of  speed,  even  in  a  few  seconds,  from  the  ordinary  davits,  aithou^ 
firmly  lashed  to  the  ship  by  the  ordinary  ship's  gripes. 

The  same  experiment  was  also  tried  with  the  boat  swung  out  from  t' 
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(kxmii,  and  it  was  lowered  as  eyenly  and  perfectly  from  this  as  from  the 
two  davits.  The  ship  was  the  Aorora»  bound  for  Australia  with  emi- 
gnuits. 

The  first  public  exhibition  of  the  model  of  this  plan  was  made  in 
ICardi  last,  at  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  upon  the  occasion  of 
the  discussion  on  Mr.  Robinson's  paper,  '<  On  the  application  of  the 
Screw  Propeller  to  the  larger  class  of  iSailing  Vessels,**  before  some  of 
our  most  eminent  naval  engineers  and  commanders,  amongst  whom  were 
Ci^ptain  Clazton,  R.N.,  and  Captain  Eldrede,  the  captain  of  the  famous 
jaokee  dipper  ship  Red  Jacket,  to  whom  the  efficiency  of  the  plan  was 
at  oDoe  apparent.  And,  subsequently,  when  it  was  publicly  exhibited  at 
the  Captains*  Room  at  Lloyds,  it  met  with  the  highest  approval.  A  great 
public  question  is  involved  in  the  adoption  of  such  an  invention,  which 
is  no  other  than  **  whether  the  shipowner  is  or  is  not  to  be  liable  to 
the  consequences  of  loss  of  life  when  caused  by  neglecting  proper  pre- 
cautions.'* This  has  never  yet  been  assented  to  by  them,  but  the  law 
that  came  in  force  on  the  1st  of  October  last,  and  which  says  that,  "Of 
the  various  boats  to  be  carried  by  every  ship,  according  to  tonnage,  one 
shall  be  a  long-boat,  and  one  a  properly  fitted  life-boat,  which  shall  be 
carried  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  most  available  for  immediate  service,*^ 
under  severe  penalties,  has,  in  our  opinion,  settled  the  question  of  liability 
in  the  event  of  death  through  negligence  of  proper  precaution  or  remiss- 
ness. Why  are  railway  companies  to  be  liable,  and  shipowners  and  steam 
companies  to  be  free  from  like  responsibility? 

The  Engineering  Journal  observes, — '*We  understand  that  it  has 
been  stated  by  the  Admiralty  authorities  that  such  an  invention  is  not 
wanted  in  Government  service.  (Have  they  no  recollection  of  the  horrid 
fiite  of  Admiral  Corpes'  brave  son,  and  the  crew  that  pulled  o£f  to  save 
him,  and  which  such  a  means  as  the  present  would  have  remedied?) 
But  we  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  suitableness 
of  this  invention  for  effecting  a  landing  or  throwing  a  body  of  men  upon 
a  given  point  in  naval  warfare,  where  celerity  and  sudden  action  might 
ensure  success.  Ljing  snug  out  of  the  way  of  shot,  the  ships^  boats 
might  be  manned  with  their  crews,  ready  for  instant  use,  and  the  vessel, 
even  when  running  rapidly  through  the  water,  might  drop  her  freight  of 
I  led  men  at  the  exact  spot  required.  Surely  this  would  be  better  than 
(  igging  a  number  of  boats  astern,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
\  ing,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  process,  the  errand  upon  which  they 
I  engaged.  We  can  see  many  situations  in  which  this  ready  means 
<  lesoent  of  an  armed  body  of  men  in  an  instant  might  be  of  infinite 
•     H>rtauce." 
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Mr.  Clifford  thi»  deooribes  his  invention  :— 

The  Qolasbing,  lowering,  and  diaengaging,  are  all  done  by  one  mtm,  m  tJkm 
hwity  wboae  simple  weigbt,  irrespective  of  any  additional  aBsistance  whatever^ 
it  made  to  bold  in  eqailibriam  the  weight  or  descending  momentum  of  the 
boat  with  its  entire  crew,  which  he  has  thus  the  power  to  check  or  control 
at  will.  Each  separate  operation  is  the  natural  consequence  of  one  act 
(slacking  off  a  rope),  and  they  are  also  necessary  sequents,  one  of  the  other. 

The  means  of  reducing  the  strain  due  to  the  weight  of  the  boat  so  that  the 
man  lowering  has  it  under  perfect  control,  is  also  made  the  means  for  pre- 
venting the  boat  canting  in  its  descent ;  the  passage  of  the  rope  by  wfaiefa 
the  boat  descends,  being  through  a  block  of  novel  character  and  action. 

He  proposes  to  hoist  boats  np  with  the  usual  description  of  tackles,  or 
pendants  to  davits,  of  the  ordinary  kind  \  his  apparatus  being  solely  employed 
to  lower  boat^  and  disengage  them.    He  employs— 

1st.  Two  blocks  of  a  peculiar  construction,  having  three  sheaves,  not 
placed  side  by  side  as  in  an  ordinary  threefold  block,  but  one  below  the  other, 
as  shown  by  Figs.  1  and  2. 

2nd.  A  cylinder  or  barrel,  turning  on  an  axis,  and  fixed  athwart  the  boat 
amidships,  immediately  below  the  centre  thwart.    Fig.  3,  a. 

Srd.  Two  leading  single  blocks  secured  to  eye-bolts  in  the  keel,  at  the 
aame  distance  apart  as  the  davits  are  to  which  the  boat  is  hoisted  lip.  bigs. 
8  and  4,  it,  h. 

4th.  A  pendant  or  rope  splice  to  an  eye-bolt  at  each  davit  end  (similar 
to  the  usual  man-ropes  or  life-lines,  of  which  men  retain  a  hold  when  lowered 
in  quarter  or  stem  boats).  These  ropes,  for  distinction,  are  called  lowering 
pendants.     Figs.  3  and  4^  c,  d. 

The  blocks  /*,  Figs.  1  and  2,  have  an  eye-bolt  on  each  cheek,  to  which 
short  pendants  are  spliced,  and  the  other  ends  of  which,  fastened  to  eye- 
bolts  in  the  boat's  side,  form  slings  or  Ufts,  ^,  Figs.  3  and  4,  and  prevent 
any  possibility  of  the  boat's  canting. 

The  cylinder  or  barrel,  a.  Figs.  3  and  4,  is  furnished  with  a  rope,  secored 
to  it  at  one  end  near  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  which  we  diall  call  a  winding 
rope,  its  action  being  to  regulate  the  revolutions  of  the  barrel,  and  to  wind 
and  unwind  the  lowering  pendants  on  it.  This  rope,  by  the  act  of  lowering, 
is  wound  on  to  one  end  of  the  barrel  as  the  lowering  pendants  run  off  from 
the  centre.  It  must  be  somewhat  longer  than  the  height  of  the  boat  from 
the  water  when  hoisted  up.  Hauling  on  it  reeves  the  two  lowering  pendants 
equally,  and  slacking  it  off  unreeves  them  alike  by  allowing  the  barrel  to 
turn,  insuring  not  only  a  descent  on  an  even  keel,  but  the  release  of  each 
end  of  the  boat  at  the  same  moment. 

The  striking  features  of  this  invention  is  the  block  /  which  has  li  is 
peculiarity,  that  when  a  rope  is  rove  between  the  upper  and  middle,  and  le 
middle  and  lower  sheaves,  it  will  pass  freely  between  them,  and  round  m 
centre  sheave  when  slack,  but  will  nip  all  the  sheaves  when  tightened  (wi  i- 
out  chafing  the  rope),  thereby  enabling  a  person  having  control  of  the  ro  « 
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to  have  peribct  command  over  any  weight  either  attaebed  to  the  rope  if  the 
block  be  fixed,  or  attached  to  the  bloOk  it  the  rope  be  fixed,  and  the  block 
allowed  to  traverse  on  it,  wii^ch  latter  b  the  case  in  the  operation  of  lowering 
a  boat  oo  Mr.  Cltfibrd's  plan.  The  reaifttanoe  of  thia  block  to  the  &et 
passage  of  the  rope  through  it  is  regulated  by  the  relative  positions  of  the 
sheaves  to  each  other  and  the  spaoe  between  them,  greater  space  giving  fireer 
action  to  the  passage  of  the  rope.  Now,  while  it  is  required  in  lowering 
ships'  boats  to  obtain  such  power  of  control  as  will  enable  one  man  lowering 
by  the  winding  rope  to  have  perfect  control  over  the  descending  weight  of 
the  boat,  it  is  of  equnl  importance  that  all  resistance  to  the  free  run  of  the 
lowering  pendants  should  cease  with  the  necessity  for  it ;  and  both  these 
important  ends  are  insured  by  the  block,  on  the  proportions  of  those  given 
in  Figs.  1  and  2. 

llie  mode  of  proceeding  is  as  follows: — When  the  boat  is  hoisted  up,  reeve 
the  lowering  pendants  c  and  d  through  the  blocks  /,  as  shown  in  Figs.  3  and 
4,  then  through  the  leading  blocks  A,  and  lastly,  having  by  revolving  the 
barrel  a,  wound  up  on  it  the  winding-line  b,  Figs.  3  and  4.  point  the  extreme 
ends  of  the  lowering  pendants  through  a  hole  or  holes  made  for  the  purpose 
through  the  centre  of  the  barrel.  6j  hauling  on  the  winding-rope  5,  the 
barrel  then  revolves  and  winds  equally  on  it  the  lowering  pendants,  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  winding  up  a  common  humming-top.  The  end  of  the 
winding  rope  u  then  led  through  a  hole  in  the  thwart,- immediately  above  it« 
where  it  b  made  fiist  to  a  cleat.  The  ordinary  tackles»  by  which  the  boat 
baa  been  hoisted  up,  being  next  slacked  up  and  unhooked  from  her,  she 
remains  suspended  by  the  lowering  pendants,  and  is  at  the  sole  command  of 
any  person  attending  the  winding  rope.  By  slacking  up  that  rope,  the  barrel 
revolves  and  unwinds  the  lowering  pendants.  As  the  latter  are  thus  slacked 
up,  the  strain  is  (proportionately)  taken  off  the  sheaves  of  the  blocks,  and 
the  blocks  are  drawn  down  the  lowering  pendants  by  the  weight  of  the  boat 
to  which  they  are  fastened,  at  a 'speed  regulated  by  the  msn  attending  the 
winding  rope;  and  a«  whatever  point  of  contosct  the  boat  touches  tb^' water ; 
Itttttog  go  the  winding  i!ope  reUrnes  it,  as  the-ends'of  the  pendante  not  being 
fluBlened  to  the  barrel,  but  merely,  pot  into  a  hole  in  it,  unreere  themselves. 
Thus  b  secured,  l)y  one  act,  the  lowering  the  boat  steadily,- in  an  upright 
position,  at  any  speed  desirable,  and,  what  is  of  still  more  importance,  her 
detachment  from  both  lowering  pendants  at  the  same  moment. 

The  '<  Life- Boat,  or  Journal  of  the  National  Life- Boat  Institution,"  draws 
puhlic  attention  to  the  subject  as  follows  :— 

'^The  Parliamentary  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  th^ 
'^s  of  the  Amazon,  in  1852,  reported  as  follows : — **The  means  of  lowering 

»at8  evenly,  and  of  readily  disengaging  the  tackles,  together  with  plugs  which 
re  self-acting,  are  desiderata  wanting  throughout  the  naval  service ; '  yet  we 

e  now  informed  by  Mr.  Clifford  that,  on  introducing  it  to  the  authorities  at 

e  Admiralty,  he  was  told  that  the  navy  was  not  in  need  of  any  such  plans* 
\  fisel  bound  to  state  that  we  entirely  dissent  from  the  Admiralty  authbri- 
I  oo  this  point.  Atthough  undoubtedly  accidents  of  all  kinds  from  mis- 
o.  2.— voi:.  V.  M 
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management  leae  fteqacntljr  occur  aboard  men-of-war  than  in  oar  meiebanl 
ships,  owing  to  the  sopenor  discipliQe  that  is  maintained  on  board  them,  the 
constant  saperintendenoe  of  intelligent  officers,  and  the  more  liberal  supply 
of  all  necessary  stores  and  appurtenances;  yet  the  serious  defects  of  the 
ordinary  mode  of  lowering  boats  at  sea  has  long  been  apparent  to  OTory 
man  of- war's  man,  and  numerous  are  the  accidents  arising  therefrom  whieh 
have  been  witnessed  by  most  naval  officers  who  hare  been  any  length  of  tint 
in  the  senriice. 

^We  repeat,  then,  that  not  only  on  board  our  merchant  steamers  and 
enugrant  vessels,  but  also  in  our  men-of-war,  the  adoption  of  an  improred 
system  of  lowering  boats  at  sea  is  much  required,  and  Che  iavenior  who 
accomplishes  it  will  indeed  be  a  public  benefiictor.*' 


THE  CENTRE-BOARD. 


BT  ▲1CBEXOAV178. 

Various  are  ihe  opinions  formed  by  yachting  men  respecting  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  by  vessels  fitted  with  that  which  the  Editor  of 
Hunfs  YaehHng  Magaxme^  is  pleased  to  term  *<an  abomination,''  sueh 
it  may  be  in  his  estimation  and  also  in  that  of  many  others;  but  still  in 
a  journal  devoted  to  the  information  and  gratification  of  the  members 
of  the  ^'pleasure  navy,**  we  may  claim  the  privilege  of  recording  opinions 
without  fear  of  being  mis-judged. 

The  utility  of  the  centre-board  in  a  head  wmd  particularly  in  river 
aailbg,  must  be  acknowledged^  as  it  enables  a  Teasel  to  hold  her  wind 
much  longer  than  one  withoot,  and  eonsequentiy  need  not  taok  so  <Aea» 
The  subject  is  admiraUy  explabud  in  a  work  on  sh^»biulding/ and  as 
die  author  is  a  peison  thoroughly  conversant  with  that  soienoe  in  all  its 
various  details,  the  insertion  here  of  his  mws  of  the  centre-board  will 
be  more  eq[>bnatofy  to  those  interested  in  yacht  or  boat  sailing  tfia& 
any  observations  of  a  tyro  in  the  practioe. 

'  The  centre  board,  or  centre  slide  keel,  has  proved  itself  to  be  of  great 
advantage  to  vessels  of  light  draught  inasmuch  as  they  are  sometimes  in 
deep  water,  when  it  can  be  lowered  or  dropped  down  to  enable  the  vessel  to 
hold  a  better  wind,  or  to  sail  by  the  wind  with  less  lee  way.  The  slide  keel  i« 
usually  placed  above  the  middle  of  the  vessel  longitudinally,  and  variei 
length  according  to  the  size  of  the  vessel,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  lo.  \ 
the  trunk  or  well  that  contains  and  protects  the  board,  and  at  the  sa^ 
time  keeps  the  water  out  of  the  vessel's  hold,  is  usually  cut  through  i 
i  at  the  side  of  the  keel ;  the  smaller  rigged  craft  have  the  trunk  thro      i 

*  '^Marine  and  Naval  Architecture."— By  J.  W.  Griffiths,  New  Tork. 
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tfie  floMdle  of  the  keel ;  it  it  framud  by  pbunog  a  ttaoebioa  at  each  end  of 
the  tnmk,  which  extende  right  throogh  the  frames,  and  as  hi^  as  the  top 
of  tile  declL ;  the  sise  mast  be  soflleient  hi  the  tranverse  direction  to  Ibrm  the 
opening  for  the  board*  bat  to  this  maj  be  added  the  thickness  of  the  plank 
with  which  the  trunk  is  to  be  phmked  on  both  ndes ;  in  the  fan  and  aft 
dBrsction  tlie  stanchion  dwnld  be  large  enough  to  receive  all  the  ftstening 
the  trank  will  require;  the  ftames  which  are  thus  cut  ofl^  box  into  a  piece  of 
timber  placed  alongside  of  the  keel,  and  extending  below  fkr  enough  to  come 
flash  with  the  bottom  phmk,  and  abo?e  high  enough  to  bring  the  first  seam  of 
the  trank  above  the  celling;  the  length  of  this  side  keel  should  be  sufficient  to 
ooffer  several  of  the  frames,  both  fore  and  aft  of  the  trunk;  thus  it  will  be 
perceived  that  there  is  no  seam  in  the  well  of  the  trunk  that  cannot  be 
readilj  caulked,  this  job  should  be  well  done,  inasmuch  as  this  kind  of  vessel 
baa  suffered  severely  in  their  reputation  in  consequence  of  leaky  trunks.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  they  are  less  strong  than  other  vessels  that  have  their 
frames  entire;  but  if  proper  care  is  taken,  and  the  short  frames  property 
aeeuiedbyan  entra  side  keelson  and  knee'dto  the  trunk,  they  are  suffidently 
•troDg  for  navigating  our  riversi  and  in  acme  cases  our  sea-board,  where 
Bany  are  now  engaged.  The  board  is  usually  hung  by  a  single  bolt  at  the 
forward  end,  abootf  of  the  breadth  of  the  board  from  the  lower  edge,  and  at 
Boch  distance  from  the  forward  end  as  to  admit  of  the  exposure  of  {  of 
the  board  below  the  bottom  of  the  keel ;  being  thus  hung,  it  will  be  per* 
eetved  that  when  the  edge  of  the  board  strikes  the  bottom  of  the  river  ii» 
aboal  water,  it  will  rise  without  damage  to  the  vessel :  and  having  a  small 
eliam  appended  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  board  at  the  after  end,  it  is  readily 
raised  by  a  small  winch  phuwd  on  deck  at  the  after  end  of  the  trunk  for  that 


It  must  be  quite  apparent  even  to  the  casual  observer,  that  with  a  large 
lever  extending  quite  through  the  vessel,  and  a  number  of  ieet  below,  acting 
In  the  one  direction,  and  with  another  in  the  masts,  extending  many  feet 
above  the 'deck,  acting  iu  the  opposite  direction,  must  have  a  very  powerful 
temlency  to  divide  the  vessel  into  two  ports;  hence  we  say,  that  extraordi- 
naiy  means  are  required  to  secure  the  vessel  against  the  dividing  tendency  ; 
and  an  extra  amount  of  timber  and  fastenings  are  required  to  secure  centre 
board  vessels  from  c6nsequent  leakage  upon  any  neglect  in  this  particular. 

In  small  vessels  there  are  many  parts  where  screw  bolts  should  be  used  in 

Ben  of  blunt  bolts,  or  those  that  are  rivetted;  the  size  of  the  bolts,  both  in 

diameter  and  length,  or  the  small  amount  of  surface  presented  by  the  reduced 

asae  of  the  timbers,  renders  it  necessaiy  that  the  bolt  should  possess  more  of 

ft  confining  property  than  its  surfiuse  on  the  sides  presents;  and  in  addition 

this,  bolts  in  small  timber  are  seldom  driven  harder  than  it  is  found  to  be 

tfoctly  safe  to  drive  screw  bolts,  and  yet  possess  all  the  drawing  properties 

eoliar  to  the  screw.    With  regard  to  the  form  of  the  lioes  of  this  class  of 

seis,  It  has  been  found  that  inasmuch  ss  the  very  light  draught  they  are 

[uired  to  draw  presents  such  formation  as  would  divide  the  fluid  very 

isreot  from  another  vessel  of  heavier  draught ;  in  this  case  the  fluid  must 
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be  parted  in  a  diagonal  diieodon  on  the  bow,  and  tbe  pan^  linea  to  thai 
of  flotation  raquire  to  be  very  ronndi  with  a  very  ooosiderable  fake  to  tbe 
margio  line  of  the  stem ;  thus  it  will  be  perceiTed  that  the  veasel  slides  per- 
tially  over  the  fluid,  rather  than  part  it  in  a  horizontal  direction ;  the  lines 
aft  require  to  be  qaite  hollow  near  the  extremities,  else  tbe  great  breadth  of 
the  buttocks  would  prevent  the  retiring  molecules  6rom  reaching  the  mdder 
before  the  strength  oi  the  current,  caused  by  tbe  moving  vessel,  had  partially 
subsided.  That  a  vessel's  motions  under  some  circumstances  would  beeaser 
by  having  some  dead-rise,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt ;  and  we  add,  that 
an  easier  angle  of  resistance  may  aUo  be  obtained  on  the  yessel  having,  some 
vertical  rise ;  and  all  vessels  that  are  propelled  by  sails  haying  no  eentie* 
hoard,  should  have  aome  dead-rise  to  tbe  floor,  for  the  following  reasons  >— 
the  bilge  should  not  bang  below  the  keel,  which  it  undoubtedly  would  (when 
the  wind  was  not  directly  aft)  were  there  no  dead -rise.  If  we  have  more 
than  a  sufficiency  for  this,  which  shotdd  seldom  exceed  10  degrees  (unless 
the  vessel  be  a  yacht  or  a  pilot-boat)  when  every  other  consideration  is 
aaeriflced  fi»  sea  qualities,  and  in  such  case  16  degrees  would  be  as  much  m 
we  could  dense  advantage  trorn^ 

This  fact  should  not  be  forgotten  in  modelling  sailing  vessels,  vis;^  <hat  bgr 
giving  the  vessel  a  large  amount  of  dead-rise,  we  undermine  the  foundatioD 
fix  carrying  sail,  and  cnuse  the  vessel  to  heel  or  incline  from  her  vertical  and 
proper  position  for  speed  more  than  she  otherwise  would*    In  a  river  where 
(with  a  head-wind)  the  sloop  or  schooner  with  perfectly  flat  bottom  and 
eentre*board  is  often  found  to  outssil  the  pilot-'boat,  the  reason  will  appear 
obvious :  the  sloop  with  her  board  partially  or  entirely  out  presents  much 
greater  lateral  resistance,-  because  she  beds  or  inclines  less,  and  farther,  the 
sides  of  the  board  are  vertical  when  tbe  vessel  is  upright,  while  the  bottom 
of  the  other  on  the  lee  side  presents  a  plane  parallel,  or  neariy  so,  to  the 
suriaoe,  and  the  keel,  from  its  inclination,  does  much  less  toward  holding 
the  vessel  to  windward  than  an  equal  amount  of  surfiu^e  on  the  centre-board 
does,  tieuce  we  discover  that  the  sloop  is  enabled  to  carry  a  greater  amount 
of  sail,  and  at  the  same  time  makes  less  lee  way,  and  need  not  tack  as  often; 
but  again,  the  great  breadth  of  the  sloop  furnishes  her  with  round  side  lines, 
and  completely  divests  her  of  the  straight  or  partially  straight  side  that  we 
have  so  fully  deprecated  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work ;  those  round 
lines  incline  her  to  come  to  the  wind,  when  the  smallest  impulse  in  the  helm 
ftvours  this;course.   This  inequality  of  the  two  lines  of  flotation,;although  it 
causes^all  vessels  to  carry  a  weather  helm,  or  compels  the  helmsman  to  keep 
his  tiller  to  windward,  is  a  bane  in  all*  and  more  particular  in  sea-going 
vessels,  on  account  of  the  iucreased  submersion  caused  by  the  sea,  and  of  * 
comparatively  straight  side-line  that  this  class  of  vessels  usually  possess; 
vessels  of  light  draught  it  cannot  be  avoided,  without  the  sacrifice  of  otl 
equally  important  qualities.     We  have  said  that  this  round  side-line  eoal 
the  sloop  or  schooner  to  come  into  the  wind  quick,  and  in  this  respect  . 
wouldj  have  the  advantage  of  the  pilot-boat  or  other  vertically  sharp  vesM 
not  only  so  but  by  having  more  bilge,  more  side  surflic«  is  presented,  whi 


BECOLliBCTIOKS  OF   A  SUMMER'S  CBUISE.  85 

ai^gntDU  the  rotimditj  we  IwTe  i^^predsted  ibr  working  qaick.  But  again, 
U  maj  be  said  the  flat  sorfiioe  is  ala o  increased  tranayenely,  jet  it  need  not  be 
longLtndinallj,  inasmuch  as  the  lines  of  resistance  on  the  flat  yessel  run  more 
nearly  in  the  direction  of  section  lines,  while  on  the  sharper  yessel  they 
run  in  the  direction  of  diagonal  lines,  they  may  each  alike  be  divested  of  the 
stndgbt  as  soon  as  we  fairly  get  clear  of  the  influence  of  the  base  line;  the 
tTBDversely  flat  bottom  we  have  shown  is  an  advantage  for  stability. 

It  most  not  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  shown,  that  the  vessels  engaged 
in  river  navigation  are  entirely  free  from  disefepaneies;  but  we  fbd  quite 
■■fe  in  the  aasertkm,  that  they  ere  mneh  better  ad^^ted  to  the  oligects  for 
wkkh  they  are  designed  than  sea  going  vessels.  We  think  that  sdence  alone 
cannot  very  materially  add  to  the  improvements  in  this  class  of  vessels ; 
there  is,  however,  a  slight  discrepancy  perceptible  on  some  of  the  finest  and 
fiiatest  sloops  on  the  Hudson  river ,  the  greatest  breadth  on  the  stern  and 
quarter  should  be  at  the  gunwale ;  this  would  enable  the  builder  to  more 
nearly  equalise  the  two  lines  of  flotation  ;  the  loss  of  buoyancy  would  be 
nnworthy  of  being  brought  into  the  account,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  above 
the  load'>line  of  flotation ;  and  no  matter  in  what  Hght  we  may  look  at  h, 
eaeept  that  of  appearasee,  it  will  be  an  advantage,  and  as  foir  beauty,  we 
have  abea(fy  defined  it  to  be,  fttnest  ler  purpose  and  prnpenloh  to  eOsot  the 
oljeet  designed. 

It  may  be  supposed,  and  reasonably  so,  that  at  sea  the  vertically  sharp 
veaeels,  the  pilot-boat  for  example,  would  prove  not  only  the  best  sea  vessel, 
bnt  the  fastest ;  and  the  reason  we  think  will  be  quite  clear,  when  we  re* 
member  that  the  pilot-boat  is  parting  the  water,  while  the  flat  sloop  or 
schooner  is  sliding  over  it,  and  the  consequent  round  bow  is  continually 
brought  in  contact  with  the  waves,  unless  the  wind  were  directly  aft,  and 
then  the  chanees  would  be  more  equal ;  but  under  any  circumstances,  the 
kinds  of  vessels  each  work  best  in  the  element  for  which  they  were  designed. 
We  have  seen  flat  oentre*board  vestels  at  sea  that  performed  well,  but  it 
cannot  be  eaipected  that  they  should  be  as  free  from  straining  as  the  longitu« 
dinaOy  sharper  vessel ;  they  must  of  necessity  be  full  on  the  bow,  which 
presents  a  surface  for  the  sea  to  strike  against,  which  not  only  retards  the 
progress,  but  strains  the  vessel. 
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PART    II. 

^  Island^^of  Jamaica  at  the  time  of  our  visit  was  the  abode  of  slavery, 
during  our  sojourn  there,  and  in  the  neighbouring  isles,  our  ears 
e  not  assailed  by  the  agonising  cries  produced  by  the  fiendish  torture 
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of  eTil-miaded  men.  We  acknowledge  tiiat  when  we  first  aet  foot  on 
the  ishwd,  and  saw  a  number  of  our  ebony  fellow-creatures  all  smiles 
and  gaiety,  a  dread  was  removed  from  the  heart,  for  we  went  forth 
prejudiced.  Let  it  be  understood  we  are  not  adyocates  for  the  keeping 
in  bondage  any  of  God's  creatures,  and  rejoice  that  the  voice  of  humanity 
has  been  heard. 

Unquestionably  slavery  was  an  evil,  considering  it  in  the  abstract,  hot 
in  a  more  extended  sense  are  there  not  hundreds  of  degrees  of  slavecy  in 
the  world.  Where  under  the  canopy  of  heaven  shall  we  find  a  man 
truly  and  in  every  respect  a  free  man  ?  The  sovereign  upon  the  throne 
is  not  free— restraints  environ  all  conations :  even  the  roammg  savage 
is  coerced  ;  the  liberty  he  seems  undoubtedly  to  enjoy  of  going  whither 
he  will  is  but  limited  after  all ;  he  is  under  restraint— -enemies  environ 
him,  hostile  tribes  prowl  about  his  path,  there  b  no  safeguard  even  for 
lifis  in  such  freedom,  in  fact  it  is  not  freedom,  it  is  slavery  in  its  worst 
form— nature  herself  constrains  him  to  drag  a  lengthened  chain.  The 
greatest  and  most  objectionable  point  in  the  situation  of  the  negro-skive 
was  his  inability  in  all  oases  (many  were  albwed  that  liberty)  toehange 
his  employer  or  master  :  in  all  else  his  condition,  as  we  have  had  oppor- 
tunities over  and  over  again  of  observing,  was  preferable  to  that  of  the 
labourer  of  Europe.  The  bursting  of  the  shackle,  however  light  it  may 
have  rested,  unquestionably  was  nothing  less  than  a  due  tribute  paid  by 
the  British  government  to  the  moral  claims  of  the  unfortunate  African, 
whose  slavery  it  had  instituted,  and  enforced  by  laws  whksh  made  it 
imperative  on  the  plants  or  landholder  to  uphold  the  system. 

The  individuals  we  saw  were  well  dressed,  their  linen  white  and  i^eaa 
presenting  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  state  of  the  working  classes  of 
England,  who  from  smoke,  wet,  and  poverty,  are  seldom  seen  otherwise 
than  dirty  and  ill-clothed.  There  is  one  great  blessing  in  a  tropical 
dimate,  the  whole  body  may  be  bathed  as  of);en  as  you  please  without 
the  fear  of  consequences  detrimental  to  health  following,  as  is  the  case 
4n  cold  regions :  the  generality  of  black  people  here,  especially  the 
females,  appear  to  take  a  peculiar  delight  in  keeping  their  persons  dean, 
there  is  undoubtedly  a  strong  necessity  for  it 

We  started  on  our  homeward  voyage  with  joyous  spirits,  and  after  a 
pleasant  run  of  eight  days  sighted  St  Antonio,  where  we  took  i 
good  supply  of  watei*  for  which  this  place  is  celebrated.  And  hav 
delayed  too  long  we  were  anxious  to  get  through  the  Gulf,  which 
had  scarcely  entered  'ere  a  change  came  o'er  the  scene;  such  baffli 
winds  and  cloudy  weather,  with  frequent  thunder  and  lightning,  tl 
when  off  Andros  Island  a  perfect  hurricane  assailed  us. 
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To  those  wlio  noTor  witncgeed  a  horrioane  it  may  not  be  oainterestiog 
to  know  a  few  of  the  particulars  of  our  providential  escape.  The  first 
intimation  we  received  (except  we  may  consider  a  previous  unsettled 
state  of  the  weather  as  such  warning,)  was  the  fall  of  the  barometer, 
still  there  was  nothing  to  create  alarm,  as  the  circumstance  had  been 
observed  two  or  three  days  previous,  and  our  master  considered  it  might 
denote  a  heavy  fiJI  of  rain;  however  he  took  the  wise  precaution  to  be  on 
the  safe  nde  come  what  may.  It  came  on  about  8h,  dOm.,  a.m.,  al- 
ihoogh  it  had  been  blowiog  rather  hard  for  three  or  feur  hours  pre- 
vioosly.  The  ocean  became  a  boiling  cauldron,  the  waves  dashed  the 
sdiooner  wildly  about,  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  on  our  legs:  as 
aD  was  battened  down  secure,  we  had  no  dread  of  shipping  seas  that 
would  require  attendance  at  the  pumps.  This  continued  until  nearly 
Dight,  when  the  wind  lulled,  and  we  sought  refireehment  which  all  hands 
needed.  About  midnight  we  could  percnve  fresh  indications  of  a  re« 
newal  of  our  anxieties;  the  wind  shifted,  and  about  dh.  A.M.,  it  blew 
terrific^  the  previous  hour's  gale  was  as  a  fresh  breeze  to  that  we  now 
encountered,  it  was  truly  appalling,  and  seemed  as  if  heaven  and  earth 
were  coming  in  contact,  and  a  continuous  livid  flame  was  pouring  from 
the  doods,  illumining  the  sea.  Our  anchors  fortunately  held  on  bravely, 
as  with  only  slight  the  intermission  mentioned  it  hsted  nearly  two  days* 

What  were  our  feelings  during  these  dreary  hours  we  leave  the  rea- 
der to  oonjeetore,  still  we  did  not  despair,  hope  bore  us  up,  and  that 
Divine  Providence  who  protects  the  helpless  came  to  our  relief,  causing 
the  winds  to  abate  and  the  ocean  to  return  to  its  quiescent  state*  On 
a  careful  survey  of  our  little  barkie  we  found  our  damage  trivial  to  what 
we  sEi^eeted,  dianks  to  our  ^'ancient  mariner''  for  the  care  he  had  taken 
m  so  snt^ly  securing  our  top  hamper,  that  only  a  few  strands  were  out 
oi  oidsr* 

In  t|M  prssent  stage  of  our  proceedings  it  may  not  be  oat  of  place 
lo  quote  a  few  observations  respecting  the  barometer,  whidi  I  have  met 
wfth  from  the  pen  of  a  gentleman  who  had  carefully  studied  that  instru- 
ment in  the  West  Indies. 

The  range  of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer,  (except  in  storms,)  is 
grnator  in  the  winter  than  in  the  summer  monihs :  in  ihe  West  Indies, 

leitfaer  rises  nor  fells  to  anything  like  the  extent  to  which  it  does  in 

rope,  but  the  fluotuations,  though  small,  are  equally  to  be  depended 

lain  in  thb  climate  has  but  little  efiect  on  the  barometer,  which 

'ears  to  be  operated  upon  principaUy  by  the  wbd,  rismg  or  felling 

I      fding  to  the  direction  from  whence  it  blows.    Thus  the  barometer 
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will  be  nitteh  higher  with  winds  horn  north  to  east,  aooompunied  by  raio, 
than  when  they  blow  from  sonth  to  north-west  without  rain. 

The  barometer  rises  highest  when  the  wind  is  north-east  and  falls 
lowest  when  it  is  north-west. 

If  daring  the  winter  months,  say,  fi^om  the  beginning  of  November, 
to  the  end  of  March,  the  wind  is  steady  at  north-east,  the  barometer 
will  stand  at  about  30  to  30*1  and  30*2  i  if  then,  the  weather  beoofnes 
squally  and  the  barometer  rigea  much,  (say  one-tenth  of  an  inch  more) 
it  indicates,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  three  instances,  a  gale  or  rerj 
stiff  breeze  from  the  same  quarter;  this  is  remarkable,  for  in  all  other 
eases  of  g^les  the  barometer  falls.  If  with  the  wind  at  north-east  the 
mercury  falls,  the  wind  will  become  more  easterly  ;  if  it  oontmues  to  fisH 
it  will  go  round  to  the  south-east,  south,  and  so  on  to  the  north^wesly 
which  will  be  its  lowest  point ;  in  ordinary  north-westers  about  29*9: 
but  instead  of  sinking  thus  gradually,  if  it  falls  much,  and  suddenly  with 
the  wind  at  north-east,  or  at  any  intermediate  point  from  that  to  south, 
the  probability  is,  there  will  be  a  sudden  lull,  and  the  wind  will  fly  round 
at  onoe  to  the  north-west  If,  however,  afUr  the  mercury  has  been 
gradually  falling,  and  at  any  of  these  intermediate  points  it  rises  again, 
the  wind  will,  in  that  case»  book  to  the  east  or  north-east,  and  will  con- 
tinue there  untal  the  mercury  has  again  fallen.  When  the  wind  is  aft 
north-west,  if  the  mercury  continues  low,  the  probability  is  that  it  will 
continue  fbr  some  time  at  that  point ;  but  if  it  rises,  it  is  a  certam  indi*- 
cation  that  the  wind  will  go  to  the  northward,  and  conthiaing  to  rise  to 
the  norih*east ;  but  if  it  falls  with  the  wind  at  north,  it  will  back  agvin 
to  the  north-east;  if  the  rise  with  the  wind  at  north-west  is  much  and 
rapid  the  wind  will  not  remain  at  north,  but  will  go  at  once  to  the 
north-east. 

During  the  summer  months  the  winds  vary  from  north-east  to  acmth, 
the  prevailitig  ones  being  between  east  $nd  south  ;  the  baxometer,  will, 
therefore  be  found  to  flhnH^iate  between-  about  one*ten^  of  an  inohBhove 
to  one-tenth  below  thirty  inches,  being  highest  as  before  stated  on  the 
approach,  and  during  the  continuance  of  north-east  winds  ;  and  lowest 
during,  or  previous  to  southerly  ones,  but  there  is  frequently  a  very  light 
south  wind  in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  extending  but  a  small  distaaoe 
from  the  shoi^,  which  I  tdce  to  be  of  the  nature  of  the  laed  wmd  of 
larger  islands,  and  this  wind  does  not  seem  to  aflfoct  the  barometer. 

When  during  the  hurricane  months,  the  barometer  falls  much,  t 
rapidly,  preparations  ought  to  be  made  for  bad  weather.     Suppose 
instance,  standing  at  30  2  it  were  to  fall  rapidly  as  low  as  29  8 
ought  to  awaken  suspicion  ;  but  if  it'w^e  t6  fUl  one  or  ttcH>  tenths  mt 
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[there  wovUi  be  almost  a  certainty  that  a  heavy  gale  would  in  a  short 
!  period  follow  ;  this  fall  of  the  barometer  might  only  be  an  hour,  or  half 
fan  ^«ii[r  before  the  hurricane,  but  a  great  deal  might  be  done,  for  the 
seemi^  of  vessels  in  that  time. 

Haying  repured  our  slight  damages  we  again  got  underway,  and 
cleared  the  Gulf  without  further  delay;  we  had  light  winds,  throughout 
the  passage,  but  mostly  &yorable,  and  we  sighted  Portland  Bill,  without 
let  or  hindrance;  and  finally  brought  up  at  Gravesend  after  an  absence 
of  about  seven  months,  well  pleased  with  ourselves,  our  master  and  our 
crew* 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 
The  annual  baU  of  this  club  took  place  on  Wednesday  23.rd  ult,  in  the 
Great  Hall  of  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  and  went  off  with  the  same  spirit  and 
eelat  that  has  characterized  the  balls  of  this  club  from  the  commencement. 
The  stewards  had  done  their  utmost  to  make  the  arrangements  as  complete  as 
possible,  and  they  were  fruitless.    The  whole  of  the  officers  were  present  in 
their  uniform,  and  the  taut  eruemble  considerably  enlivened  by  the  presence 
of  some  two  dozen  officers  and  members  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  the 
Uxbridge  Yeomanry,  and  Peckham  Bifies,  all  of  whom  appeared  in  the  uni* 
form  of  their  respective  corps,  and  formed  a  union  of  the  sister  services  a^ 
once  agreeable  and  novel.    This  fraternization  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
military  and  naval  amateur  services,  is  calculated  to  promote  a  cordial 
feeling,  the  reciprocity  of  which  will  tend  to  the  advantage  of  both.    Many 
of  the  members  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  belong  to  military  volun- 
teer carpSf  and  to  be  able  to  shoulder  a  musket  as  well  as  to  haind,  reef,  and 
steer  is  an  additional  compliment,  of  which  a  man  may  be  justly  proud. 
He  stewards  on  this  occasion  were  the  Commodore,  Yice-Commodore, 
Treaaurer,  Secretaiy,  Ctqp  Bearer,  and  Messn.  A.  Turner,  N.  Campbell,  R  S. 
Buhner,  R.  Sadlicr,  W.  Orreau,  W.   Chubb,  N.  Fenner,  and  J.  Webber; 
Mr.  C.  F.  Chubb,  Hon.  Sec,  offieiatiug  as  if.c. ;  and  it  ia  due  to.  these 
gentlemen  to  state  that  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  contribute  to  the 
general  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  those  present.    The  room  was  gaily  deco* 
rated  with  nautical  emblems  and  devices,  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  H. 
Turner,  and  Mr.  J.  Swifl.    The  numbers  present  were  from  180  to  140, 
wbo  sat  down  at  one  o^clock  to  a  most  recherche  supper,  which  reflected  the 
eatest  posdble  credit  on  the  new  management  of  th^  Fk'eemasons*  Tavern, 
lere  was  a  refinement  of  the  delicacies  that  graced  the  board  which  the 
Mt  ftstidious  taste  could  but  appreciate.    The  wines  were  first-rate,  and 
i  assiduity  of  both  the  proprietors  and  their  employee  deserves  all  praise, 
iking  the  company,  the  supper,  the  music  and  the  programme  altoge- 
?r  into  consideration,  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  BaU  of  1856  will 
»g  live  in  the  memory  of  those  who  wete  fortunate  enough  to  be  present, 

lO.  2.— VOL.  V.  R 
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and  will  never  be  surpaMed  in  its  character  for  selectness,  spirit/li^  unalloyed 
enjoyment. 


•ttt  02l(tot*0  l>ecber« 


YACHT  MEASUREMENT. 

Olasgow,  January  25f^,  1856. 
Sib, — The  attempt  to  settle  that  important  and  long  argued  subject,  yacht 
measurement,  certainly  does  great  credit  to  the  writer  in  your  last  number  of 
the  Magazine,  but  that  he  will  ever  be  successful  in  rousing  the  dormant 
spirit  in  yachtsmen  is  very,  very  doubtful,  for  there  appears  an  apathy  about 
them  which  is  unaccountable. 

The  subject  of  measurement  has  been  years  before  the  public,  but  no 
satisfactory  results  have  ensued.  Yet,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  continue  in  bringing 
it  forward,  it  may  ultimately  do  good.  The  plan  proposed  of  offering  a  prize 
for  the  best  method  is  excellent,  but  I  fear  from  the  cause  stated  above  will 
not  meet  with  support,  although  I  believe  every  racing  man  would  hail  tJhe 
boon  with  pleasure. 

Were  one  general  system  adopted,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  yacht 
owners,  as  then  the  trouble,  and  I  may  say  annoyance,  of  measuring  at 
every  race  would  be  avoided.  During  the  last  season  I  visited  several 
places  to  contend  for  the  prizes,  but  rarely  entered,  for  at  some  I  found 
such  inconsistencies  in  the  system  adopted,  that  I  was  disgusted,  and  became 
a  mere  spectator  of  that  sport  in  which  I  fully  intended  to  participate. 

Yours,  &c, 

A  Yacht  Owner. 
To  the  JEditor  of  H.  T.M. 

[We  have  received  the  following  extract  from  a  report  of  the  proceedings, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,  and  shall  be  thankful 
for  any  informaUon  firom  other  clubs. — Ed.  H.  Y.M.I 

*'In  the  latter  part  of  the  evening,  some  interesting  conversation  took 
place  on  the  vexed  question  of  the  measurement  of  yachts,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  leading  members  of  the  Club  were  very  desirous  that 
some  uniform  and  practical  system  of  measurement  should  be  adopted  by  all 
Yacht  Clubs." 

ANGLESEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

London^  January  2M,  1856. 
Mr.  Editor.— We  live  in  strange  times,  and  curious  things  we  see  and  hear, 
but  one  of  the  most  marvellous  at  the  present  eventful  period  happenec  it 
the  New  Yacht  Club,  yclept,  the  Anglesey,  over  which  our  esteemed  firi  d 
C.  F.  Chubb,  Esq.,  presides.  At  the  last  meeting  of  this  club,  we  Vi  e 
astounded  by  hearing  the  following  proposal  from  that  gentleman.  "  T  it 
a  committee  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  >f 
inviting  the  entry  into  the  club  of  proprietors  of  skiffs,  and  also  of  row  g 
gentlemen  amateurs,  and  of  providing  suitable  prizes  for  matches  for  the<    " 
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Surely  he  was  in  jest—Is  the  club  to  be  remodelled,  and  its  title  altered  ? 
eerteSj  such  must  be  the  case,  provided  the  above  motion  is  carried  ;  and 
although  a  yachtsman  myself  I  should  suggest  in  the  event  of  the  motion 
being  carried^  that  it  be  called  the  Chelsea  Sailing  and  Rowing  Club,  throwing 
the  word  "  Anglesey  Tacht  '*  entirely  overboard.  Should  the  Commodore 
be  in  earnest,  I  hope  the  members  will  tliink  seriously  of  the  proposition 
before  giving  their  votes. 

Yours,  &c, 

SOUNDUIQS. 

To  the  Editor  of  H.  Y.M. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

Thb  schooner  yacht  St.  Ursula  sailed  for  Alexandria  on  the  10th,  having  on 
board  Mr.  H.  Tennent,  Mr.  H.  Tennent,  junr.,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul,  Mr.  Brown 
and  two  Misses  Tennent, 

The  Vampire,  C.  Wheeler,  Esq.,.  arrived  at  Southampton  on  the  1st.,  from 
Cowes,  where  she  had  been  lengthened  forward.  She  is  now  one  of  the 
sharpest,  if  not  the  sharpest  yacht  afloat,  and  will  without  doubt  be  a 
troublesome  antagonist  to  the  Phantom  and  Thought  in  light  winds. 

The  alteration  has  given  the  Vampire  considerable  sheer  forward,  and  she 
looks  very  narrow  for  her  length,  but  on  the  whole  she  is  as  handsome  a 
craft  as  could  be  desired. 

The  cutter  Haidee,  R.  W.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  is  undergoing  the  process  of 
lengthening  eight  feet  by  the  bows,  at  Spencer's  yard,  East  Cowes. 

The  celebrated  Surprise,  T.  Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq.,  is  also  in  the  same 
jard,  being  lengthened  six  feet  forward.  This  yacht  was  built  by  Hansen 
for  W.  H.  Woodhouse,  Esq.,  and  has  proved  a  real  clipper  during  the  last 
year  or  two;  and  should  the  alteration  prove  successful,  some  of  the  present 
cracks  must  look  sharp  to  their  laurels,  for  they  will  be  in  danger. 

The  Plover,  Lord  Macdonald,  is  at  Spencer's,  hauled  up  for  the  purpose 
of  alterations. 

The  Pearl  yacht,  formerly  belonging  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  and 
which  was  recently  purchased  by  —  Dawson,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  arrived  at 
Cowes,  on  Sunday,  January  Idth,  having  been  brought  round  from  the  East 
India  Docks,  under  charge  of  Captain  Daniel  Corke.  The  yacht  left  the 
docka  at  2  a.m.,  of  the  previous  day,  and  afler  remaining  two  hours  at 
Graveaend  reached  Cowes  at  10  a.m.,  next  day,  so  says  our  friend  Summa 
Jnga. 

The  Osprey  cutter,  16  tons,  has  been  sold  by  her  owner,  A.  W.  Vincent 

q.,  R.  W.  Y.  C.  (I.),  who  has  built  another  of  26  tons,  and  named  her  the 

rsair.     It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  gentlemen  launching  new  yachts 
not  look  over  HunCs  Yacht  List  in  order  to  avoid  names  already  afloat. 
The  Beatrice  has  been  sold  by  Sir  W.  Carew,  to  J.  E.  W.  Rolls,  Esq.,  late 
ler  of  the  Camilla,  schooner. 
rhe  Vesper  is  sold  by  Mr.  Roberts  to  Mr.  Bevan  of  Carnarvon. 
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The  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Cluh  held  its  first  meeting,  we  understand,  at 
their  New  Club  House,  Birkenhead,  on  the  2nd  uU.,  and  the  following  meet- 
ings ibr  the  present  year  were  agreed  on.— February  6th,  March  5th,  April 
2nd,  (rules  to  be  altered  and  amended,  money  to  be  voted  for  prizes,  days 
to  be  fixed  for  races,  opening  cruise  to  be  fixed),  May  7th,  June  4th,  July 
2nd,  August  6th,  September  Srd,  (closing  cruise  to  be  fixed),  October  Ist, 
November  5th,  December  3rd,  (accounts  to  be  brought  forward,  committee 
and  officers  to  be  elected  for  the  year  1857). 


HIGH  WATEB  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  FEBRUARY. 


HighWatei 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom.  after 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained, by  adding  to,  or  substracting  fh)m,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


ih. 

8 
9 
3111 


3 
4 

4 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 

idio 


17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
2S 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
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ON  THE  SPEED  OP  YACHTS. 


BT  PAUVUBVg. 


*'Ip0e  gubemator  pappi  PftUBuru  ab  altA— ** 

Is  a  fbnaer  page  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  necessity  of  ceasing 

lo  dwell  so  continuously  on  the  proper  form  for  the  hull  of  a  yacht, 

and  now  to  direct  our.  attention  and  energies  more  to  the  improve- 

ment  of  the  propelling  surfaces.    We  stated  that  yery  little  had  been 

done  towards  this  end,  and  that  the  rig  of  our  vessels  was  yery  little 

changed  or  improyed  since  the  days  of  the  Chreat  Ebny,  or  the 

opening  trip  of  the  Cork  Water  Club  a  century  ago.    He  fyct  is 

*^at  this  subject  lies  more  in  the  way  of  the  ciyil  engineer,  than  in 

«\t  of  the  naval  architect  or  yachtsman,  and  now  that  these  gentle- 

n  search  for  renown  in  distant  shores  on  board  their  own  vessels, 

3  shall  hope  that  as  a  pastime,  if  not  in  a  graver  mood,  they  will, 

nile  smoking  the  mild  Havannah  on  the  spotless  deck,  with  the  blue 

ter  playing  around,  and  the  white  canvas  bellying  aloft  to  the 

•ning  breeze,  for  a  moment  divert  their  attention  from  lo6omotiyes 

lO.  3.— VOL.  v.  o 
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and  rails,  to  the  improvement  of  the  shape  of  those  snowy  wings  thai 
look  so  rounded  and  perfect  in  the  eyes  of  a  painter,  but  which  are  so 
sadly  deficient  in  the  eyes  of  the  philosopher.  Not  but  what  we 
think  they  have  still  enough  to  do  on  land,  for  if  railways  are  the 
glory  of  our  engineers,  the  common  roads  are  their  disgrace ; — dusty 
in  summer,  muddy  in  autumn,  slushy  in  winter  and  spring,  expensive 
to  make ;  and  ruinous  to  keep  up.  A  new  system  surely  must  be 
created,  and  we  look  with  impatience  for  some  new  Stephenson  or 
Bidder  to  arise  and  accomplish  this  most  desirable  improvement. 

In  the  intervals  of  thinking  on  these  subjects  however,  they  might 
give  U6  many  a  hint  that  might  be  valuable.  Ste})henson  told  us 
that  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  should  now  be  directed  to  the  im- 
provement of  sails.     Will  he  set  us  the  example  ? 

In  the  last  paper  on  this  subject  we  stated  that  even  in  the  cutter 
rig,  which  is  confessedly  the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  match 
sailing,  there  are  defects  of  so  enormous  an  amount,  that  the  wonder 
is  they  should  stand  still  uncorrected.  The  &ot  of  the  main-sail  for 
example,  is  so  nearly  in  a  line  vrith  that  of  the  vessel  tliat  it  is  only 
efifective  in  promoting  lee  way.  The  upper  part  or  the  head  of  the 
sail  is  so  nearly  in  a  line  with  that  of  the  wind,  that  although  more 
effective  in  propelling  than  the  foot,  it  is  still  not  so  efficient  as  if  it 
were  more  inboard.  Is  there  no  way,  in  which,  while  the  head  of 
the  sail  could  be  brought  a  little  more  to  vrindward,  the  foot  of  the 
sail  (with  the  boom,  of  course)  could  be  eased  off  so  as  to  make  it 
also  a  propelling  power.  At  present  the  position  of  the  gaff  is  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  the  main  sheet, — ^when  this  is  eased  off  the  head 
of  the  sail  saggs  to  leeward  and  becomes  useless.  Again  when  the 
boom  is  hauled  moderately  on  board,  the  head  of  the  sail  is  brought 
more  on  board  also  and  becomes  more  effective,  but  the  foot  of  the 
sail  is  almost  useless,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  after  leach  is  almosti 
if  not  quite,  a  back  sail. 

At  one  time  we  believed  that  something  might  be  done  by  the  use 
of  guys  from  the  gaff  end  to  the  quarters,  or  vangs  as  they  are  called^ 
when  applied  to  the  spanker  of  a  square  rigged  vessel,  but  althou( 
satisfied  that  good  resulted,  and  that  the  vessel  went  faster  through  t 
water,  the  plan  had  practical  defects.  ''  Ah !  sir,**  said  our  Oaptai 
Mr.  Abraham  Pighead,  *'  if  you  haul  the  peak  of  your  gaff  to  weath 
with  them  taunt  lines,  the  sail  will  have  no  play  at  all,  and  the  ci 
will  stand  at  ease  and  laugh  at  us..** 
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**  Now,  Abraham,*'  we  spoke  mildly,  for  we  always  talk  in  a  mild 
and  paternal  manner  to  our  captain,  '^  the  object  of  this  vang  is  not 
to  haul  the  head  of  the  sail  too  much  to  weather  but  to  prevent  it 
sagging  too  much  to  leeward  while  we  ease  off  the  sheet*'  Abraham 
with  all  his  obstinacy  is  decidedly  a  decent  and  worthy  man,  he 
grumbles  but  obeys,  and  eases  the  sheet  off  accordingly. 

The  wind  was  moderate,  the  day  was  pleasant,  we  had  been  trying 
to  catch  one  of  Hewett's  noble  smacks  which  was  beating  up  Sea 
Reach  agaiost  a  westerly  wind,  but  we  only  had  held  our  own.  Our 
little  cutter  instead  of  grinning  at  us,  as  Mr.  Abraham  Pighead  in- 
timated she  would,  actually  seemed  pleased  that  so  much  of  her  tether 
was  eased,  and  like  a  greyhound  she  bounded  ahead.  The  difference 
was  perceptible  in  a  few  minutes, — in  ten  more  we  were  close  in  her 
wake,  and  in  another  quarter  of  hour,  she  was  under  our  lee.  We 
looked  at  Abraham  knowingly,  "  Well,  now  sir,"  said  he  "  I  do 
believe  we  should  never  have  cotched  this  here  fisherman,  hadn't 
that  'ere  lucky  puff  o*  wind  brought  us  clean  up  to  him,  and  then 
that  other  slant  shoved  us  right  ahead." 

We  are  naturally  quiet,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  a  forgiving  disposi- 
tion. Abraham  did  not  seem  to  wince  under  the  sudden  flash  of 
anger  and  disgust  that  for  once  lit  up  the  usually  complacent  coun- 
tenance of  the  unworthy  writer  of  these  lucubrations,  but  continued 
"  m  tell  you  what,  sir,  them  'ere  gew-gaws  and  notions  are  all  very 
well  for  playthings,  but  come  a  squall  and  where  are  ye." 

At  this  moment  a  squall  did  come  with  the  wind  more  abeam,  our 
Kttle  craft  heeled  over  as  if  she  never  were  to  right  i^ain:  "  Ease  off 
the  sheet  there,"  but  she  still  seemed  settling  over,  the  water  rush* 
ing  over  the  lee  deck,  when  bang  went  something  aloft,  a  slap  across 
our  face  from  the  lower  part  of  the  guy  told  us  what  had  happened, 
away  went  the  gaff  to  leeward,  the  barkie  righted  and  on  she  flew 
ploughing  through  Old  Father  Thames  as  gaily  as  ever. 

Now,  this  little  episode  made  us  wiser  than  we  had  been  before,  it 

evidently  showed  that  our  principle  was  good,  but  that  the  application 

as  detestable ;  and  that  some  other  mode  of  carrying   it  out  must 

discovered. 

"  What  think  you  of  the  lugger  rig,"  said  our  excellent  friend  of 
3  London,  who  accompanied  us  in  all  the  glory  of  his  buttons,  *'  de- 

nd  upon  it  there  is  nothing  like  it  for  going  to  windward,  because 

ir  object  of  bringing  the  head  of  the  sail  more  inboard  is  obtained 
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by  part  uf  the  gaff,  or  the  yard  rather,  bemg  before  the  mast,  and 
by  the  piesaure  of  the  wind,  and  the  f<»e-part  of  the  sail  being 
foroed  to  leeward,  the  after  part  of  the  head  is  allowed  to  come  up 
to  the  wind,  and  yoa  have  the  less  occasion  to  make  ose  of  your 
main  sheet,  to  spoil  the  foot  of  your  sail.*' 

'*But  the  Ings^r  ng  would  never  do  finr  match  sailing/*  sud  w* 
musingly,  and  with  a  half  doubting  expression:  upon  which  a  gentle 
reverie  fell  over  us  until  the  sight  of  Brith  woke  ob  to  our  duties. 


The  Chinaman  who  first  put  battens  across  hifr  sails  deserves  a 
monument  erected  to  his  memory.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  some  modification  of  this  idea  embodied  in  a  square  or  lug  sail 
approaches  nearer  to  our  idea  of  perfection  in  a  sail  than  anythmg^ 
else.  No  doubt  there  are  many  who  would  ridicule  the  idea,  but  we 
do  not  believe  the  craft  would  look  so  very  ridiculous,  when  she 
stood  within  2^  points  of  the  wind,  and  came  in  half  an  hour  ahead 
of  her  competitors.  A  sail,  aft;er  all,  is  only  a  mechanical  pow^ 
of  the  order  of  the  inclined  plane,  made  to  move  in  consequence  of 
the  minute  particles  of  which  the  wind  'is  composed,  impinging  on  it 
at  certain  angles.  The  more  belly  there  is  in  your  sail,  the  more 
you  must  bear  away  trovt  your  true  course  to  fill  it.  Make  that  as- 
shallow  as  possible,  and  the  nearer  you  can  look  to  the  wind,  the 
more  effective  your  sail.  This  is  no  idle  theory, — ^we  have  seen  a  sail 
not  only  set  as  flat  as  a  board,  but  one  made  of  board  itself.  Its 
power  was  imquestionable  in  running,  reaching,  and  above  all  in 
going  to  windward,  and  the  boat  in  which  it  was  applied  gave  the  gt>- 
bye  to  many  others,  when  on  a  wind.  Of  course  the  unwieldin^p 
nature  of  the  material  rendered  it  useless  for  ordinary  work,  but  the 
experiments  were  perfectly  successful  as  proving  the  correctness  of 
the  theory  that  the  flatter  the  canvas  the  better^  Can  there  be  no* 
sail  dub  established  to  try  all  these  things?  Why  should  not  the 
spirit  of  emulation  and  improvcYncnt  be  brought  to  bear  on  thia 
point  as  well  as  on  the  hulls  of  yachts,  wl.ich  are  so  much  near« 
perfection? 
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Thebe  exists  much  diveisity  of  opinion  amongst  jachtsmen  as  ta 
the  rig  of  yachts;  some  hold  out  for  the  good  old  orthodox  rig  of  the 
cutter,  whilst  others  as  stoutly  maintain  that  a  schooner  is  the  per- 
fection of  rig  fer  all  purposes.  American  authorities  hold  that  with 
respect  ta  the  means  of  propulsion^  if  it  can  be  entirely  concentrated 
in  effect,  the  more  direct  will  be  its  action,  and  consequently  the  more 
powerful;  and  as  an  example  thereof  they  point  out  their  sloop 
rigged  vessels  as  the  perfection  of  rig  for  speed.  How  there  exists 
precisely  the  same  difference  between  the  Yankee  sloop  and  the 
Yankee  schooner,  as  between  the  English  cutter  and  the  English 
schooner :  and  that  is,  that  neither  sloop  nor  cutter  can  be  strictly 
termed  sea-going  vesseU  of  a  comfortable  class.  The  sloop-rigged 
vessel  is  by  DO  mean&  adapted  for  sea-work,  and  is  about  the  most 
dangerous  craft  a  novice  could  handle  in  squally  latitudes ;  her  can- 
vas being  all  concentrated  into  an  enormous  main-sail,  and  proper- 
tionably  large  stay-sail,  necessarily  entails  gigantic  spars ;  her  sails 
cannot  be  reduced  with  so  much  facility  as  even  an  English  cutter, 
and  when  labouring  in  a  sea-way  her  heavy  sticks  tell  fearfully  on 
the  straining  hull.  In  smooth  water,  along  low  lying  shores, — on  a 
wind, — reaching  or  running,  we  question  much  if  any  rig  would 
touch  an  American  sloop ; — ^but  once  lead  hex  into  troubled  waters 
and  her  supremacy  is  at  an  end. 

The  English  cutter  is  as  much  superior  to  the  Yankee  sloop,  as 

the  Yankee  schooner  is  to  her  British  sister.     By  some  it  may  be 

said  that  this  is  owing  to  the  English  cutter  drawing  more  water  and 

being  a  deeper  bodied  vessel ;  no  such  thing! — we  have  seen  a  large 

English  cutter  American  sloop-rigged,  and  she  could  do  nothing  in 

'  e  chopping  sea  of  the  English  Channel ;  every  time  a  wave  met 

r  she  seemed  to  stop,  and  it  was  only  when  the  boom  lacings  were 

St  off  that  she  appeared  to  have  any  life  at  all,  and  then  the  work- 

f  of  her  ponderous  spars  were  of  such  a  nature,  as  that  no  British 

tter  sailer  would  wish  to  risk  during  a  dark  and  stormy  night ; 

^ther  and  even  more  fatal  objection  to  the  sloop  rig  for  our  waters 
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is,  that  should  you  by  any  of  the  chances  or  accidents  to  which  rovers 
of  the  sea  are  subject^  happen  to  carry  away  your  forestay,  either 
of  itself,  or  by  the  loss  of  your  bumpkin :  ten  to  one  that  your  mast 
does  not  follow  before  a  halliard  can  be  let  go  to  save  it. 

An  English  cutter  can  be  worked  in  any  sea,  and  when  properly 
sparred,  canvassed,  and  handled,  may  be  considered  the  perfection, 
of  a  fore-and-aft  rigged  vessel :  there  is  only  one  great  objection  to 
this  description  of  rig,  and  that  is  the  weight  of  the  boom :  this  is 
certainly  an  important  drawback,  as  any  yachtsman  will  bear  testi- 
mony to,  especially  when  running  before  a  gale,  accompanied  by  a 
heavy  quarterly  sea,  then  it  is  that  on  the  weather  roll  she  will  be 
felt  to  shake  to  her  very  keelson.  The  boom  guy  with  the  purchase 
hove  taut,  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  remedy  this ;  but  the  only  proper 
relief  you  can  give  a  cutter  from  the  weight  of  her  boom  in  such 
weather  is,  by  setting  your  trysail :  this  sail  will  relieve  her  at  once, 
and  if  sailing  masters  and  crews  would  not  be  so  chary  of  giving 
themselves  a  little  trouble,  we  should  hear  very  little,  in  comparison, 
to  what  ^ve  do,  of  the  weight  of  a  cutter*s  boom:  they  generally  how- 
ever contrive  to  have  the  trysail  so  snugly  stowed  away,  and  the  trouble 
of  stowing  the  main-sail,  and  setting  the  storm  canvas  is  esteemed  so 
contrary  to  their  notions  of  labour  saved,  that  the  vessel  is  left  to 
struggle  through  the  fierce  wild  sea  as  best  she  may;  aye,  sometimes 
down  to  a  balance  reef,  and  then  forsooth  the  main-sail  boom  is  blamed 
for  it  all.  Oftentimes  indeed,  the  sailing  masters  and  crew  are  not 
alone  to  blame  :  the  owner  may  be  nervous,  he  funks  a  breeze  in  fact; 
and  the  setting  of  storm  canvas  looks  nasty,  it  is  an  ill-omened  event 
and  preludes  disaster  and  wreck ;  whereas,  preparations  to  do  battle 
with  a  gale  should  be  regarded  in  much  the  same  light  as  putting  on 
an  oilskin  coat  and  sou'wester  to  cheat  a  drenching  shower, 
fe  Cutters  may  however  be  overdone,  that  is  they  may  be  of  too  large 
a  tonnage ;  from  our  experience  we  should  say  50  tons  would  be  found 
the  most  satisfactory  size  for  a  cutter ;  80  tons  would  certainly  be  the 
maximum  size  for  racing  purposes;  but  beyond  50  tons  for  cruizini? 
purposes,  a  schooner  is  decidedly  the  rig.  A  large  cutter  of  frc 
70  to  100  tons  will  be  found  a  very  far  more  expensive  vessel  f 
handle  than  a  schooner  of  equal  tonnage ;  irrespective  of  the  adc 
tional  number  of  hands  it  will  require  to  work  her,  should  any  spar 
be  carried  away,  for  spars  will  be  lost  occasionally  in  the  very  bei 
handled  vessels,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  replace  them  when  of  such  lar^ 
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sire,  A  70  or  80  ton  racing  cutter  may  however  be  converted  into 
a  comfortable  cruizing  vessel,  hj  having  a  second  suit  of  sails  and 
appropriate  spars,  and  thus  transforming  her  into  a  yawl  when  bound 
upon  a  lengthy  cruise.  This  rig  is  very  handy  and  safe,  but  the 
additional  expense  is  no  doubt  a  considerable  objection,  although  it 
renders  such  a  vessel  very  complete  indeed. 

Schooners  over  50  tons  are  no  doubt  the  best  description  of  rig  for 
cruising,  the  spars  are  light,  neat  and  handy,  and  if  sprung  or  carried 
away  can  be  easily  replaced,  and  at  moderate  expense,  at  most,  if  not 
at  all,  the  ports  at  which  a  yachting  cruiser  may  touch.  Shortening 
sail  is  much  easier  of  performance,  and  with  less  hands,  in  a  schooner 
than  in  a  cutter,  or  in  fact  in  any  other  rig,  that  is,  always  bearing 
in  mind  that  we  are  treating  of  yachts  of  our  usual  cruising  and  racing 
tonnage :  take  in  the  jib  and  brail  up  the  fore-sail  of  a  fore-and-aft 
schooner,  and  you  have  her  at  once  under  sail  that  will  enable  you  to 
handle  her  in  any  emergency  save  a  white  squall,  a  typhoon,  or  a 
tornado; — at  least  until  you  can  get  time  to  breathe,  and  the  storm 
canvas  ready  to  clap  on  her :  she  will  neither  labour  nor  work  so 
much  as  a  cutter;  her  greater  length  and  longer  floor,  will  enable 
her  to  ride  easier  over  the  seas,  her  lighter  spars  will  not  bury  her  so 
much,  and  running  or  reaching  if  she  has  any  decent  speed  at  all  she 
will  hold  her  own ;  but  once  come  to  haul  her  on  a  wind  with  a  cutter 
as  her  antagonist,  none  of  our  present  schooners  that  we  know  any- 
thing of  will  see  the  way  she  goes* 

A  schooner  will  lie-to  for  the  reasons  above  adduced  with  greater 

comfort  and  security :  we  confess  we  are  not  by  any  means  admirers 

of  square-topsail  schooners;  they  are  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other, 

and  to  our  view  it  appears  anomalous  to  expect  that  a  square  sail  can 

ever  be  brought  to  stand  with  a  fore-and-aft  sail  on  a  wind.  Perhaps 

some  more  skilful  sailor  may  be  good  enough  to  enlighten  us,  and  if 

he  does  he  will  confer  a  boon  upon  us  all ;  but  we  never  have  seen  it 

done,  and  doubt  if  it  can  be  with  advantage  to  the  vessel.     Tlie 

handling  of  square-rigged  vessels,  and  fore-and  aft  rigged  vessels,  are 

I  different  both  in  theory  and  practice,  as  that  of  a  penny  Thames 

samer  from  a  flying  proa.    Take  a  smart  brig  sailer  and  put  him  on 

>ard  a  cutter,  and  see  what  a  fist  he  will  make  of  her ;  the  chances 

e  that  he  will  have  her  in  irons  for  half  an  hour  before  he  can  get 

stir  out  of  her,  and  vice  versa  with  a  fore  and  aft  rig  sailer ;  clap 

-Q  aboard  a  brig  and  he  will  be  equally  astray  at  getting  underway; 
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let  both  however  get  fairly  underway,  and  we'll  back  the  catter  sailer 
to  get  more  out  of  the  brig  than  the  brig's  man  will  take  out  of  the 
cutter  on  a  taut  bowline ;  and  yet  the  best  cutter  sailer  of  them  all 
will  not  drive  a  square  topsail  schooner  to  windward  of  a  fore-and-aft 
schooner  of  equal  tonnt^  and  speed. 

There  is  an  important  subject  in  the  matter  of  rigs,  that  we  con- 
ceive has  never  been  properly  attended  to  until  the  America  came 
amongst  us ;  and  that  is  the  cut  of  the  canvas.  It  has  always  been 
our  belief  that  a  schooner  could  not  show  alongside  of  a  cutter  going 
to  windward :  past,  and  we  may  say  present  experience  goes  far  to 
confirm  us  in  this  belief.  The  America  was  the  first  vessel  that  en- 
lightened us  under  this  head ;  but  the  lesson  she  taught  us  will  have 
more  effect  upon  our  cutters,  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  the 
schooners  will  be  as  far  to  leeward  as  ever :  men  will  now  begin  to 
study  the  cut  and  standing  of  the  canvass,  and  slack  leaches  and  hol- 
low sails  will  scarcely  find  favour  save  when  running  with  the  wind 
over  the  taflfrail ;  to  bring  the  schooner  rig  up  to  the  cutter  you  must 
alter  the  form  of  the  hull  still  more, — so  as  to  let  the  mainsail  be  the 
sail,  a  good  swaggering  sail  with  great  peak,  a  neat  small  fore-saiI» 
a  handy  stay-sail,  and  no  jib :  proportion  the  hull  to  the  action  of  such 
sails,  carry  your  beam  well,  but  not  too  much  aft, — ^let  your  fore  and 
main  masts  be  closer  together,  the  fore  well  forward;  a  light  fore- 
foot and  a  deep  heel,  with  good  length  of  floor  and  a  round  side,  fot 
which  you  must  have  plenty  of  beam;  and  we  think  such  a  vessel 
and  such  a  rig  will  look  at  a  cutter  saucily.  On  the  Irish  coast 
there  exists  a  peculiar  class  c^  vessels  called  Skerries  Hookers,  these 
vessels  are,  we  understand,  termed  **  hookers,"  not  firom  their  pertain- 
ing to  the  class  so  denominated  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland,  but 
from  their  being  used  upon  the  North  East  coast  in  hook-and-line 
deep-sea  fishing :  these  vessels  are  schooner  rigged,'the  main-mast  is 
raked  moderately  and  stepped  well  in  the  body  of  the  vessel ;  the  fore- 
mast has  very  little  rake,  and  is  stepped  very  far  forward;  they  have 
no  forestay, — a  running  bowsprit,  and  staysail  and  jib  are  in  one  : 
they  have  very  little  draught  forward,  great  beam,  and  fine  rou 
sides.  These  same  Skerries  Hookers  will  thrash  to  windward  ^ 
anything  afloat,  and  the  harder  it  blows  the  better  they  like  * 
Many  of  our  yachtsmen  would  not  do  amiss  if  they  would  humi 
themselves  a  little,  and  not  despise  taking  a  wrinkle  now  and  th 
from  our  coast  fishermen,  both  as  to  rig  and  build.     Ugly,  bla* 
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and  repnlsiye  as  these  very  craft  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the 
dandy  yachtsman,  yet  are  they  most  worthy  of  observation;  and 
many  a  wholesome  lesson  is  to  be  learned  from  them.  Take  for 
instance  the  fleet  of  the  St.  Ives,  Penzance,  and  Mounts*  Bay  men; 
where  can  be  seen  better  appointed  or  better  handled  vessels:  to 
see  these  vessels  working  in  a  gale  of  wind  is  indeed  a  picture  worthy 
a  sailor's  eye,  and  yet  this  is  one  of  the  most  troublesome  of  British 
rigs  to  handle ;  for  in  going  to  windward  the  dipping  of  the  "  lug- 
saiP  is  incessant  in  short  tacks.  WcH  then,  up  North,  take  a  look 
at  the  Clyde  fishing  boats,  some  of  the  smartest  little  cutters  afloat; 
you  will  get  a  lesson  there  worth  many  a  miles  travel  to  know, 
and  that  is  the  proper  set  of  canvas,  which  the  Clydesmen  do  imder- 
stand :  come  down  the  Irish  Channel  then  and  take  a  look  at  the 
Manx  Herring  Fleet,  similar  in  shape;  but  a  prettier  model  of  boat 
by  far,  to  our  mind,  than  the  Cornish  boats,  and  diSiering  in  rig : 
instead  of  the  fore-lug,  the  Manx  man  carries  a  fore-and-aft  main- 
sail and  mizen ;  are  very  handy  vessels,  run  well,  reach  well ;  and 
shew  a  tidy  pair  of  heels  to  windward.  Then  have  a  look  at  the 
laverpool  Shrimpers,  with  their  little  peaked  main-sail,  and  fore-sail 
only,  little  busybody  craft  that  are  constantly  poking  their  slint 
beamy  carcases  into  all  sorts  of  out  of  the  way  creeks  and  comers: 
and  then  away  with  you  where  the  broad  Atlantic  heaves  its  giant 
billows;  there  you  will  see  another  style  of  hull  and  rig,  namely 
the  Kinsale  and  Chaddagh  Hookers;  great  sea  boats  and  fast  ones 
too;  and  mind  you,  good  reader,  to  observe,  that  nearly  every  one 
of  these  noted  fishing  boats  pin  their  faith  upon  the  action  of  the 
main-sail ;  all  other  sails  are  comparatively  small,  light,  and  easily 
handled;  their  great  motive  power  is  their  main-sail;  they  concentrate 
their  canvas  as  much  inboard  as  possible;  and  we  believe  that 
yachtsmen  would  do  well  to  study  this  a  little  more  than  they  do.  A 
great  stick  for  a  bowsprit,  and  a  main-boom  projecting  from  bow 
and  over  tafirail,  may  look  uncommonly  picturesque  and  racing  like : 
'*  tapering  spars  rearing  their  proud  heads  amongst  the  clouds! '*  reads 
r^  prettily  alongside  a  comfortable  fire  upon  a  winter's  evening;  **a 
]  le  of  snowy  canvas!"  brings  up  romantic  pilots  and  inspiring 
]  rates  in  our  imaginative  &ncy :  the  more  taunt  the  spars,  and  the 
1  are  square  yards  of  canvas  a  vessel  carries,  no  matter  how  it  is 
I   -Abated  over  her,  the  fitster  we  expect  her  to  go,  merely  because 

I      is  a  "  yacht,"  and  consequently  ought  to  go.     No,  gentle  reader, 
>.  S. — ^voL.  V,  e 
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we  must  alter  out  system  a  little ;  our  rigs  are  very  good,  but  we  have 
been  overdoing  them  ;  as  we  have  increased  both  spars  and  canvas 
for  racing  purposes,  so  have  we  added  ballast  to  the  hull,  and  then 
comes  that  bane  to  all  progress  in  the  true  science  of  yachting — 
"Shifting  Ballast." 

Let  us  wander  coastwise  a  bit  during  this  very  present  time  and 
rough  it  a  night  or  two  amongst  our  fishermen  ;  their  gear,  rigging, 
spars,  and  sails  are  small,  light  and  handy,  but  strong ;  their  ballast 
is  scanty  and  easily  stowed;  'tis  true  it  may  be  said  they  are 
winter  rigged,  yet  we  see  the  self  same  boats  making  first-rate 
sailing  during  summer  weather  too.  Now  had  these  same  fisher- 
men the  same  opportunities  for  turning  out  the  hulls  of  their  vessels 
as  yachtsmen  have,  where  would  our  yachts  be.  We  are  too  prone 
to  think  that  a  vessel  neatly  coppered,  painted,  beatdifutty  fitted 
inside^  nicely  varnished  spars,  spotless  sails,  snowy  decks,  a  smart 
gig,  with  bright  brass  rowlocks,  and  above  all  a  brilliantly  polished 
brass  yoke  and  no  end  of  white  lines ;  everything  spick  and  spaa 
from  the  builder's  hands,— constitutes  a  perfect  yacht ;  and  we  wonder 
how  it  is  that  occasionally  older  yachts,  and  not  half  so  nice  looking, 
gives  us  a  most  confounded  thrashing.  If  we  thought  less  of  the 
varnish  and  paint,  and  the  fine  mahogany  fittings  below,  and  paid 
more  attention  to  the  spars,  sails,  and  the  gear  aloft,  we  would 
be  gradually  approaching  towards  that  perfection  of  hull  and  rig 
which  we  certainly  have  not  as  yet  attaine^l. 
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BY  TOMMY  BLUTFBOW. 


CHAPTER  III. 


As  SOON  as  I  had  recovered  from  the  excitement  and  disappointmeiii  ►£ 

the  race  with  the  Stranger,  I  felt  that  I  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisi  i 

with  the  performances  of  the  Harebell.     She  had  sailed  an  ezceedin  y 

close  match,  and  had  it  not  heen  for  the  mishap  with  the  bowsprit,  wo  d 

in  all  probability  have  been  the  winner;  I  was  therefore  doubly  axud^  is 

to  make  another  match  with  my  riyal  as  early  as  possible.     A  com»>*  e 
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check  however^  was  put  upon  my  plans  by  my  father,  who  had  heard  of 
the  desperate  race  with  Bob  Hart ;  and  being  no  sailor  himself,  the 
residt  of  that  match  had  been  pictured  to  him  in  tLe  most  perilous 
colours;  and  so  strongly  were  his  fears  aroused  and  his  indignation  excited 
at  my^^" reckless  conduct,'^  as  he  expressed  it,  that  he  ordered  the  yacht 
to  be  dismantled  and  laid  by.  All  the  reasoning  I  could  ofiPer,  and  the 
entreaties  I  made  were  of  no  avail:  my  father  was  firm  and  resolute. 

This  was  the  bitterest  cup  I  ever  drank,  I  never  felt  my  pride  so  com- 
pletely levelled,  nor  my  pleasures  so  entirely  checked  as  now. 

«*  But  you  will  not  deny  me  the  use  of  the  Swallow,  Sir,'Vsaid  I. 

"  No,"  he  said,  "you  may  make  use  of  the  Swallow,  provided  you  pro- 
mise not  to  race  with  her." 

How  long  this  state  of  affairs  was  to  last  I  could  not  tell;  certain 
unruly  passions  lurked  in  my  bosom  which  almost  tempted  my  to  dis- 
obedienoe;  but  as  I  was  then  but  eighteen  years  old,  I  thought  that  to 
be  obstreperous  would  only  make  matters  worse,  particularly  as  my 
&ther  was  a  firm,  stern  man. 

For  one  whole  month  I  contented  myself  with  the  Swallow,  occa- 
aonally  joining  my  friend  Bob  on  a  stolen  cruise  with  him  in  the  Stran- 
ger* Bob  deeply  sympathized  with  me,  and  in  a  short  time  we  had 
become  on  more  intimate  terms  than  ever,  and  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  my  time  was  spent  with  him  aboard  the  Stranger.  As  we  shared 
oar  pleasures  on  the  water  so  we  shared  them  ashore;  we  were  constant 
eompanions,  and  our  tastes  exactly  alike.  We  were  particularly  fond  of 
die  company  of  old  sailors  and  fishermen ;  indeed  there  was  scarcely  one 
in  ihe  neighbourhood  but  we  were  on  visiting  terms  with,  frequently 
calling  at  their  cottages,  and  spinning  a  tough  yarn  over  a  pipe  and 
pewter  pot. 

Bui  these  visits,  as  is  invariably  the  case  with  young  men,  were  pro- 
ductive of  ill  effects  in  more  than  one  respect.  One  of  these  men,  Joe 
Murray,  had  a  beautiful  daughter,  who  used  to  welcome  us  with  such 
winning  smiles  and  innocent  blushes,  that  our  visits  were  very  frequent 
at  the  old  man^s  cottage.  Her  black  hair  which  hung  in  loose  ringlets 
orer  her  ruddy  cheeks,  in  careless  profusion,  partly  shaded  a  pair  of  the 
darkest  and  softest  eyes  I  had  ever  seen;  whilst  her  faultless  form  and 

i^tly  manner  so  won  upon  me  that  I  felt  more  regard  for  this  poor 

age  beauty  than  any  girl  I  had  met  with  in  higher  circles.     My 

md  Bob  used  to  joke  me  about  her  a  good  deal,  and  said  he  expected 

le  day  or  other  I  should  be  fool  enough  to  marry  her;  I  told  him  I 

'sd  not  for  my  family's  sake. 
' '  visits  became  so  frequent  at  the  cottage  that  a  report  soon  spread 
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through  the  village  that  the  young  gentleman  from  H  Hall  was 

going  to  marry  Kitty  Murray.  Ab  may  be  supposed,  this  bit  of  scandal 
Boon  reached  my  father*s  ears,  and  I  was  not  sorry  it  had  done  so  ;  fbr 
having  been  three  months  without  my  Harebell,  I  thought  it  a  glonous 
revenge  upon  him  for  prohibiting  my  indulgence  in  a  more  innoeeut 
amusement  i  and  I  made  no  doubt  but  when  he  heard  of  it  he  would  be 
induced  to  let  me  have  the  yacht  again,  that  my  attention  might  be 
turned  from  the  pretty  Kitty. 

'*  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  have  formed  some  low  acquaintances  io  the 
village  Thomas,""  said  my  father  one  morning. 

I  replied  '*  I  hoped  he  would  not  give  credit  to  all  he  heard,  although 
I  confessed  I  had  frequently  been  at  Murray *s  cottage  to  talk  with  him 
upon  boating  affairs;  and  as  I  had  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  my  little 
yacht,  I  had  nothing  better  to  amuse  myself.  I  also  told  him  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  if^I  was  ever  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  Harebell  agaisy 
or  if  she  was  to  lay  by  and  spoil.^ 

To  this  speech  my  stern  parent  made  no  reply,  but  I  could  plainfy 
see  by  the  expression  of  his  features  that  I  had  made  some  impression, 
and  hoped  it  would  end  according  to  my  wishes^ 

The  day  following  I  found  he  had  given  orders  for  the  Harebell  k> 
be  refitted,  an  order  which  was  readily  obeyed  by  those  intrusted  with 
the  charge  of  her»  for  I  believe  it  was  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the 
whole  fraternity  of  nautical  men  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  I  bad  been 
too  severely  dealt  with  :  and  every  one  appeared  pleased  to  find  I  waa 
again  to  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  my  favourite  sport 

**  The  Harebell  will  be  ready  for  you  in  a  few  days,"  said  my  fiEtther-— 
two  days  after  our  previous  conversation.  *^  And  I  wish  you  to  under- 
stand that  I  will  allow  no  racing  with  Bob  Hart's  yacht:  and  I  also  hope 
I  shall  hear  no  more  of  your  visits  at  Murray's  cottage,  or  I  shall  again 
put  a  stop  to  your  yachting  pursuits.  Be  careful  and  do  not  carry  too 
much  sail." 

I  replied  '<  I  will  incur  no  risks,  Sir  ;  but  I  cannot  promise  not  to  sail 
a  return  match  with  Bob  Hart.  It  is  not  probable  that  it  will  blow 
another  gale  on  the  day  we  fix,  and  if  it  does  I  promise  you  the  race 
shall  be  postponed  ;  but  I  cannot  <(iibmit  to  the  defeat  by  Hart's  boat» 
without  an  effort  to  retrieve  my  Isurels,  particularly  as  it  is  well  knc  i 
that  the  Harebell  is  the  faster  yacht." 

I  made  this  statement  with  all  the  firmness  I  could  muster,  and  f 
father  saw  at  a  glance  it  would  be  useless  to  rein  me  too  tightly  ;  v 
therefore  made  me  no  reply.  I  thanked  him  for  the  Harebell,  whicf  [ 
now  considered  entirely  my  own,  and  left  the  room. 
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I  nsed  often  to  wish  my  Grandfiaiher  were  IiTmg,  for  I  believe  he 
would  have  impressed  ray  father  with  more  confidence  as  to  my  sulor 
taBtes  and  experience  in  boating  affairs.  But  as  matters  were  I  found 
it  difficult  to  make  him  believe  I  was  just  ds  safe,  in  if ct  safer,  on  the 
water  tiian  on  land. 

On  my  refit  I  ordered  a  new  gaff-topsail  of  larger  dimensions  than 
any  I  had  hitherto  used  i-  the  Harebell  was  not  over  sparred,  nor  was 
she  by  any  means  too  much  crowded  with  canvas,  and  I  was  indnced 
to  believe  i  had  not  yet  sufficiently  tested  her  powers  in  fine  weather  ; 
although  I  had  clearly  done  so  in  a  gale.  I  ordered  a  ton  of  the  iron 
ballast  to  be  removed,  and  a  ton-and-half  of  lead  to  be  substituted  :  but 
tiuL  whole  was  well  secured  beneath  the  platform.  Shifting  baUasi  during 
a  sailing  match  in  those  days  would  have  been  a  crime  for  which  nothing 
diort  of  a  month's  imprisonment  in  the  County  gaol  would  have  compen- 
sated ;  but  alas  !  for  the  fashion  of  the  present  day  :  the  yacht  that 
carries  the  greatest  quantity  of  shifting  ballast  is  looked  upon  as  the 
master*piece  of  Naval  Architecture,  and  dubbed  a  clipper.  A  trace  to 
such  child's  toys  :  they  would  have  been  spumed,  run  down,  crushed,  in 
the  Mays  to  which  my  tale  alludes  :  and  the  men  who  sailed  in  such 
vessels  would  have  been  treated  with  scorn,  no  sailor  wovld  have  allowed 
them  a  berth  on  the  same  thwart  with  him,  nor  would  he  have  drank 
from  the  same  jug. 

Although  the  Harebell  was  but  six  tons,  her  cabin  was  as  commodious 
and  convenient  as  any  cabin  I  have  seen  in  yachts  of  the  same  tonnage 
at  the  present  day  ;  but  her  stem  was  not  so  perfect  or  graceful  looking 
m  the  overhanging  polha  stems  of  1855. 

In  a  few  days  I  found  myself  at  sea  one  more  ;  my  only  shipmate 
being  old  Joe  Murray  :  for  one  whole  fortnight  I  set  sail  every  day,  and 
used  every  endeavour  to  get  my  little  yacht  into  perfect  trim.  I  listened 
to  Murray's  suggestions,  and  made  so  many  little  improvements,  until  I 
began  to  think  I  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  yacht^s  best  qualities 
and  highest  point  of  speed.  Twice  I  had  fallen  in  with  Bob  Hart  and 
At  Stranger,  and  beaten  him  on  both  occasions.  With  every  confidence 
in  my  vessel;  far  more  than  I  ever  bad  before,  I  sat  down  and  wrote 
the  following  challenge: — 

ifr  DxAB  Habt. — The  match  I  sailed  with  you  in  May  last,  (and  which 
t  so  gallantly  won  with  the  Stranger)  was  in  some  respects  uosatisfiictory 
■ne.  I  am  tbereibre  anxious  to  sail  another,  over  the  same  course,  and 
ler  the  same  regulations  as  before,  and  now  challenge  you  to  a  match  for 
or  ^1 0,  or  a  Cup  of  that  value,  (which  ever  you  please,)  on  any  day  you 
H)6e  to  name  within  one  fortnight  from  this  date. 

Very  truly  yours, 
flafl;  September  7tt,  18—.  Tommt  Bluffbow 
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To  this  letter  I  received  the  following  reply:—' 

Mt  Dear  Bluffbow. — 1  accept  your  challenge  to  a  sailing  match  for  £5 
over  the  same  course,  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  before ;  and  as  you 
have  requested  me  to  name  the  day,  I  propose  this  day  week  the  14th  inst. ; 
and  to  start  at  HVclock  a.m. 

I  remain,  my  Dear  Bluffbow, 

Yours  very  truly, 

ROBBBT    HaBT. 

P.S.— I  have  lost  my  conceit  in  the  Stranger,  since  your  re-launch :  and 
although  I  intend  to  do  my  best,  shall  quite  expect  to  be  well  beaten. -^R.H. 

Our  previous  match  had  been  kept  as  private  as  possible  ;  but  tlus 
was  known  to  all  the  neighbourhood  for  many  miles  around  ;  and  I  even 
told  my  father  of  it,  and  he  (contrary  to  my  expectations)  expressed  a 
wish  to  see  it.  Every  available  boat  was  engaged  on  the  morning  of  the 
match,  flags  were  flying  on  every  vessel  in  the  port,  and  the  scene 
altogether  wore  the  aspect  of  a  regatta.  The  spirited  and  almost  un- 
precedented exdtement  occasioned  by  the  report  of  the  previous  match» 
had  rendered  the  anticipated  one  an  object  of  great  attraction,  particularly 
as  the  wind  was  blowing  heavily  i  but  not  too  heavy  for  the  match,  nor 
80  desperately  as  on  the  previous  occasion. 

I  went  to  my  moorings  with  one  of  the  same  crew  as  before,  the  other 
hand  being  old  Murray,  and  took  up  my  station  with  due  precision. 
As  there  was  yet  half  an  hour  before  the  start,  I  proceeded  in  my  ski£f 
alongside  the  Stranger,  and  greeted  my  friend  Hart  with  a  cordial  shake 
of  the  hands,  and  invited  him  aboard  the  Harebell.  The  utmost  good 
feeling  existed  between  us,  and  Hart  remained  on  board  my  little  vessel 
until  the  signal  was  fired  to  prepare,  when  he  immediately  went  aboard 
his  own  yacht :  ten  minutes  elapsed  and  we  were  off  with  a  rush  for  the 
lead.  On  the  first  part  of  our  course  we  had  the  wind  free.  The 
Stranger  had  set  her  top-sail  some  minutes  before  me  :  my  fore-mast 
man  having  made  a  shocking  blunder,  and  jammed  his  foot  in  an  awk' 
ward  and  dangerous  manner,  between  the  main -halliard-block  and  the 
mast.  I  saw  his  perilous  position,  and  called  old  Murray  to  the  helnb 
and  instantly  went  up  by  the  shrouds,  released  the  bungling  sailor,  and 
Bent  him  down  by  the  halliards  ;  whilst  I  set  the  gaff-top-sail  myself  as 
quickly  as  ever  I  set  one  in  my  life :  the  whole  proceeding  scarce! 
occupied  two  minutes. 

On  resuming  the  helm  I  was  sorry  to  see  my  best  hand  limping  abc 
in  great  pain  from  his  foot,  and  feared  it  might  be  the  means  of  pr* 
venting  my  winning  the  race.  Our  mishap  had  given  the  Stranger  i 
opportunity  of  getting  a  good  lead,  and  she  had  evidently  made  the  mc 
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of  it :  for  sereral  mOeB  we  kept  on  our  coarse  with  but  slig^ht  alteration 
of  position :  a  jibe  was  now  necessary,  the  Stranger  performed  it  all 
Handing^  and  apparently  with  perfect  safety.  I  hesitated  an  instant  as 
to  the  propriety  of  following  her  example,  for  I  kneif  my  span  were 
none  to  stiff  for  so  hazardous  an  undertaking  ;  however,  <<  here  goes,'* 
said  I,  and  over  went  the  boom  with  a  tremendous  sway,  rolling  our 
vessd  on  her  side  until  she  exposed  her  naked  bottom  to  all  and  every 
one  to  windward  of  her. 

A  run  dead  before  the  wind  for  several  miles  did  not  change  oar 
positions  materially,  although  I  bad  gained  slightly  on  my  opponent. 
The  farthest  flag*boat  is  reached,  and  the  Stranger  has  doused  her  gaff- 
top-sail,  and  is  hauling  her  wind.  Her  example  b  quickly  followed  by 
us,  and  our  best  skill  exerdsed  :  plenty  of  wind,  almost  too  much  for  a 
whole  main-sail,  still  we  funrowed  along  with  determined  efforts  ;  and  on 
our  fourth  tack  I  saw  I  had  the  advantage  of  my  opponent,  and  weathered 
her  on  the  eighth  tack.  Jack  appeared  to  forget  his  lame  foot^  and 
shifted  the  jib-tack  with  his  usual  alacrity,  and  before  we  had  worked 
half  our  homeward  course  I  had  the  pleasure  to  find  the  Harebell  con- 
mderMj  in  advance  of  the  Stranger :  but  in  the  next  reach  I  learnt  that 
the  cup  was  anything  but  certain  with  us,  for  another  mishap  befel  us 
wbieh  made  it  a  matter  of  considerable  uncertainty. 

On  re-setting  our  gaff-top-sail  for  a  reaching  course,  through  a 
diannel  two  miles  in  length,  I  found  the  wind^much  heavier,  and  my  top- 
mast was  bending  with  great  violence,  so  that  I  had  the  greatest  fear  of 
caizying  it  away  ;  I  directly  ordered  a  smaller  top-sail  to  be  ready,  and 
wa8  in  the  act  of  giving  the  order  to  lower  the  other,  when  down  it 
came  with  a  crash :  the  top-mast  had  given  way,  leaving  a  stump  of 
about  a  foot  in  length  above  the  main-mast.  I  turned  to  look  at  my 
opponent,  he  was  coming  up  with  me  hand  over  hand  ;  but  buried  in 
foam,  gunwale  under,  and  reeling  under  great  pressure  of  sail. 
**  All  is  up  with  us  now,^*  I  said. 

<'  I  am  in  hopes  not,''  said  Jack,  "we  are  more  than  half  way  through 
this  reach,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  course  lies  dead  to  windward,  where 
gaff-top-saik  will  be  of  no  use  to  either  of  us." 

Having  cleared  away  the  loose  ropes  and  broken  spar,  every  thing 
a  made  enug  for  our  last  efforts,  and  the  Stranger  swept  past  us  in 
dieet  of  white  foam,  and  was  nearly  half-a-mile  a-head  when  he  hauled 
wind  and  lowered  top-sail  to  tack  to  windward  :  he  was  making  the 
Mt  of  every  moment  of  time,  and  handling  his  yacht  with  exqmsite 
'II  ;  the  wind  was  decidedly  heavier  than  ever,  and  we  felt  the  advan- 
"^  of  being  lightened  aloft :  after  a  few  tacks  it  was  evident  we  were 
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gaining  slightly  upon  our  opponent,  the  greatest  nicety  vat  obfterred  in 
the  adjustment  of  our  tacks  and  sheets,  and  I  put  my  best  efforts  in  play 
to  weather  my  formidable  rival. 

*<  Keep  her  at  it,  sir,  with  all  your  might,**  said  Murray,  ''  and  I  think 
you  will  just  doit.*' 

"  It  will  be  a  verif  very  close  match,"  said  L 

We  were  now  within  a  dozen  tacks  of  the  winning  goal,  and  the 
Stranger  is  still  the  leader,  with  two  or  three  tacks  to  spare.  **  Now," 
eaid  old  Murray  *'  make  a  short  tack  this  instant,  Mr.  Hart  is  going  too 
much  in  the  tideway." 

The  old  man's  suggestion  was  instantly  adopted,  and  in  less  than  a 
minute  the  advantage  gained  was  clearly  apparent ;  for  1  hoped  to 
weather  the  Stranger  on  the  next  tack.  The  shouts  of  the  spectators 
ashore  at  this  manoeuvre  were  distinctly  heard  as  we  weathered  our 
gallant  opponent,  and  arrived  at  the  starting  vessel  one  minute  and  five 
seconds  a-head  of  him. 

Each  little  yacht  was  greeted  on  her  arrival  with  deafening  shoute  : 
and  amongst  those  who  were  first  to  congratulate  me  upon  my  success, 
and  Hart  for  his  splendid  exertions,  was  my  father,  he  had  watched  the 
match  with  as  much  interest  and  excitement  as  any  one  ashore.  From 
that  day  he  encouraged  yacht-racing  with  all  the  ardour  of  a  genuine 
yachtsman,  and  never  again  checked  or  discouraged  me  in  my  yachdng 
pursuits. 


THE  NEW  YEAR. 


Listen  to  the  merry  bell. 

How  its  glad  notes  sweetly  swell 
Through  the  midnight  air  : 

Hark  I  how  cheerily  the  ring, 

Through  the  vallevs  echoing 

Welcome  to  the  new  bom  year. 
See  his  bright  laughing  eye  through  the  curtain  is  peeping, 
In  the  sunlight  of  joy  ev'ry  heart  he  is  steeping  ; 
He  look^  on  the  brother  so  recently  dead. 
Not  a  sigh  does  he  heave,  not  a  tear  does  he  shed  ; 
But  he  boasts  in  his  pride  of  the  good  he  will  do, 
Of  the  gems  he  will  scatter,  the  treasures  hell  strew, 
Yet  he  Dreaths  not  a  word  of  the  blossoms  he'll  blight : 
He  tells  not  of  a  storm-cloud,  he  speaks  not  of  night 
If  his  story  were  true  it  would  always  be  day, — 
He  knows  not  December,  he  speaks  but  of  May. 
The  old  year  hath  bade  us  be  ready  to  die— 
■Life's  a  flower  strewn  path*  is  the  new  one's  reply ; 
But  now  hell  turn  round  and  Ihll  gravely  will  chide 
Our  folly,  for  heeding  his  speeches  of  pride. 
Then  hope  for  the  best  in  the  year  that's  to  come, 
But  look  not  for  sunlight  unmingled  with  gloom. 
Nugent  HouM§,  rtjdt,  Favmt 
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CHAP.  IV. 

**  Not  CleoiMitn,t>«  her^alley^  d«ek 
Displayod  lo  mooh  of  leg,  or  more  of  OMk*"— Bnov. 

h  18  now  many  months  since  we  left  that  able  jachtsmaa,  Sir  Harry 
Ardeo,  and  his  Jidus  Achates,  Maxwell,  on  board  their  trusty  schooner 
<he  Anastasia,  160  tons  O.M.,  navigating  the  Solent  Sea,  on  their  way 
to  the  Mediterranean.  If  oar  readers  have  forgotten  their  previous 
doings  they  will  find  them  duly  ehronieled  in  the  first  volume  of  this 
Magazine. 

Beautiful  weather  and  favouring  breezes  attended  the  voyagers  ib 
their  southern  progress,  and  they  safely  anchored  in  the  Tagus,  within 
fittle  more  than  a  week  from  the  time  they  lost  sight  of  the  Wight. 
Both  Sir  Harry  and  his  companion  were  delighted  with  Lisbon,  and 
they  agreed  that  in  many  points,  especially  the  breadth  and  stateliness 
of  its  streets,  it  more  resembled  the  fair  capital  of  Scotland  than  any 
place  they  had  seen.  They  had  already  been  some  days  in  the  river, 
and  had  made  excellent  use  of  their  time. 

A  visit  to  the  famous  aqueduct,  where  a  guard  is  placed  at  either  end 
to  prevent  the  lovesick  Lusitanians  seeking  a  quietus  to  their  sorrows  by 
plunging  into  the  depths  beneath  its  lofty  arches,  had  occupied  one  day, 
while  another  had  been  pleasantly  spent  in  a  ramble  among  the  orange 
groves  of  Mafra  and  Cintra.  Sitting  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day 
over  a  oool  bottle  of  claret,  which  the  still  warm  weather  made  very 
palatable  liquor.  Maxwell  proposed  that  they  should  visit  the  Opera> 
where  they  had  not  yet  been.  To  this  Sir  Harry  willingly  consented, 
and  the  gig  was  accordingly  ready  by  the  hour  at  which  it  was  necessary 
to  go  on  shore,  from  which  they  lay  not  much  above  a  hundred  yards, 
and  nearly  abreast  of  the  Custom  House. 

The  theatre  is  of  moderate  size  but  rather  handsome,  and  in  a  box 
doae  to  the  stage  on  the  right  hand  of  the  house  they  found,  the  then 
yA  r  Queen,  Donna  Maria  de  Gloria  Segunda,  and  her  very  hand'* 
901  3  husband.  Her  obesity  at  first  rather  astonished  Sir  Harry,  but 
wl  1  be  had  time  to  remark  the  perpetual  consumption  of  comestibles, 
lA    h  went  on  in  the  Royal  Box,  during  the  performances,  his  wonder 

^      fe  hail  with  much  pleasure  the  return  of  the  author  of  these  Tarns,  the 
On      former  chapters  of  which  are  logged  in  voL  i.  pp.  320,  378,  431.— En. 
S. — ^VOL.  V.  Q 
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ceased,  he  could  not  exactly  tell  what  her  Majesty  did  eat«  bat  he  soon 
satisfied  himself  that  sandwiches  would  be  preferred  to  songs,  and  beer 
to  the  ballet 

The  house  was  bat  moderately  filled,  so  that  any  new  arrirals  made 
a  sensation.  In  a  box  near  where  our  yachtsmen  entered  was  a  yoang 
man  in  a  naral  uniform,  who  eyed  them  very  hard,  as  they  took  their 
seats.  ''Who  can  that  youngster  be?  he  does  not  seem  much  like  a  sailor 
for  all  his  gay  clothing,"  said  Sir  H.,  after  they  had  been  seated  for  a 
few  minutes.  The  wearer  of  the  blue  and  gold  immediately  took  a  place 
beside  our  two  firiends,  and  was  not  a  little  delighted  to  meet  with  coon- 
trymeo,  as  all  Englishmen  abroad  are,  who  are  not  too  sulky  or  too  shy. 
€^  farther  acquaintance  he  turned  out  to  be  assistant-surgeon  of  the 
8  ,  a  little  steamer  recently  driven  into  the  Tagus  by  stress  of  wea- 
ther, after  being  near  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands.  She  was  bound  to 
Fernando  Po,  being  one  of  a  squadron  sent  to  explore  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  ascend  some  of  its  rivers.  They  found  him  a  raw  youth,  taken  oat 
of  some  apothecary's  shop,  ignorant  of  aught  beyond  the  mortar  and 
pestle,  and'  bribed  by  double  (lay;  and.  as  he  admitted,  hopes  of  knight- 
hood, (Heaven  save  the  mark!)  to  peril  his  life  in  this  dangerous  ex- 
pedition. After  ihe  perfi>rmances,  which  were  indifierent  enough,  the 
ballet  excepted,  they  adjourned  along  with  the  doctor  to  Madam  Belem*0 
hotel«  where  they  had  some  supper,  and  then  piloting  their  medical  com- 
panion down  to  the  river  where  he  was  to  meet  one  of  the  steam^s 
boats,  they  left  him  with  many  wishes  for  his  safe  return  to  e^joy  the 
mighty  honours  he  believed  were  in  store  for  him.  Poor  fellow,  he  was 
one  of  the  first  who  fell,  a  sacrifice  to  that  pestilential  climate.  His 
bones  and  those  of  most  of  his  slupmates  now  lie  bleaching  on  the  banks 
of  t^t  white  man's  grave,-^he  river  Niger. 

The  nigbt  hiring  turned  oat  stormy,  and  threatening  heavy  rain,  Sir 
Harry  and  hi^  firiend  irere  very  ghd  to  get  on  board  the  schooner  and 
seek  refiige  in  tbeir  own  comfortable  calnns.  No  sooner  were  they 
below  than  tbey  tiimodi  in  with  reasonable  expectations  of  a  hearty  snooie. 
On^  of  them  however,  was  not  destined  on  tUs  occanon  to  enjoy  his 
repose  long  undisturbed^  for  just  as  Maxwell,  who  occupied  the  state-room 
at  the  fpot  of;  the  companion,  was  falling  into  his  first  sleep,  he  was 
awakened  by  WuU  Moir's  voice,  who  was  on  deck  in  charge  of  the  watoh, 
in  angry  a)terct^tion  with  some  one  apparently  in  a  boat  alongside. 

"  Na— na — ^there's  naebody  here  speaks  that  gibberish,  ye've  mit.  i 
your  gate  my  woman.  Tell  be  for  ane  of  thae  fiirin  craft  lying  ahin  , 
or  maybe  for  the  wee  finglisher  steamer  that's  awa'  doon  yonder  :  '  » 
ha'e  a  lot  o'  heathenish  black  cattle  aboard,  thay  ca'  Kroomen  ;  they       f 
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ca'  them  anything  thej  like,  but  they  are  a  devilish  (bnny  croo  at  ony 
rate:  it  ^11  be  them  ye're  seeking — ^ye  canna  come  here.'^ 

To  this  gruff  remonstrance  a  complaining  yoioe  like  that  of  a  female 
in  distress  seemed  to  reply,  but  what  it  said,  or  what  language  it  spoke^ 
Maxwell  could  not  ascertain.  Jumping  out  of  bed  he  threw  on  soma 
clothes  and  hastened  on  deck,  where  he  found  Wull  addressing  his  remon- 
strances with  great  vehemence  of  word  and  action  to  a  party  in  a  shoi^ 
boat  alongside.  As  well  as  the  dark  nighty  it  was  now  wet  and  windy, 
would  permit  him  to  distinguish,  the  boat  seemed  to  contain  two  men, 
her  crew,  and  two  women,  her  passengers,  one  of  whom  was  standing 
up  in  the  stem  sheets,  and  seemed  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  beg 
io  be  allowed  to  come  on  board,  what  she  sud  was  very  indistinctly 
heard  between  the  noise  of  the  wind  whistling  through  the  yachts  rig- 
ging and  the  observations  of  the  excited  Wull;  but  from  a  word  which 
now  and  then  met  his  ear  he  thought  she  spoke  French.  He  found 
Muir  much  puzzled  to  know  what  was  wanted,  but  at  all  events  resolved 
they  should  not  come  aboard; 

Thovgh  equally  in  ignorance  of  what  they  would  be  at.  Maxwell 
desired  him,  to  open  the  gangway  port  and  help  the  women  up,  as  he 
would  then  more  readily  have  a  chance  of  discovering  what  they  sought. 
A  couple  of  figures,  apparently  females,  speedily  stood  on  the  schooner^s 
deck,  but  young  or  old,  handsome  or  ugly,  black  or  white,  the  darkness 
and  the  huge  cloaks  they  wore  rendered  it  impossible  to  guess.  One  of 
them,  the  taller  of  the  two,  and  the  one  whose  eloquence  had  so  violently 
excited  WulFs  wrath;  now  turned  to  Maxwell,  and  with  extraordinary 
▼olnbility  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  French,  which  to  his  unaccustomed 
ears,  was  all,  but  meaningless.  He  however  was  able  to  discover  that 
she  mistook  the  yacht  for  a  French  war  schooner,  also  lying  ia  the 
Tagus,  but  much  further  down,  indeed  near  Belem,  and  the  shore  boat* 
men,  either  to  save  themselves  the  additional  trouble,  or  really  deceived 
in  the  vessels,  had  brought  her  alongside  the  nearest  one.  Maxwell  mus- 
tered his  best  French  and  explained  the  mistfJce  as  well  as  he  could. 

**AAI  man  dieu!  c'esi  un  baHment  Anglais.     Ah!  dat  is  one  grand 
ptty,  vat  shall  I  do?  it  blow  so  strong  I  cannot  go  to  Belem  eeUe  nmL 
Ok!  non,  non,  I  shall  be  dead  :*'  and  here  the  poor  creature  burst  into 
'^  of  hysterical  sobbing. 

azwell  who  was  a  kind  hearted  fellow  felt  really  sorry  for  her,  and 

nig^ht  being  too  bad  to  think  of  her  going  to  search  for  the  French 

el,  proposed  that  she  should  go  on  shore  again,  and  if  she  was  fright- . 

I  to  go  m  the  very  small  boat  she  had  come  off  in  he  offered  to  send 

-n  />Qe  of  the  schooner^s  gigs. 
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"  Oh!  muericorde^  misericorde,  Monsieur^  don't  say  you  vill  send  me 
on  8hore»  they  Till  me  seize,  me  kill,  me  rob.  OhT  my  dear  sair,  let  me 
stay  wid  you  all  night :  I  rill  rest  in  dis  place;  I  vili  sleep  here  on  deck 
rery  well^  I  Till  not  disturb  you  at  all,  I  and  pauvre  Nannette,'' and  with 
this  she  fell  on  her  knees,  and  seisdng  Maxwell's  hands  bathed  them  with 
tears,  and  would  not  let  him  go  till  he  would  consent  to  her  remaining^ 
Unwilling  to  turn  the  poor  wanderers  out  in  such  a  night,  he  at  length 
consented,  thinking  no  great  harm  could  come  of  letting  them  rem^a 
all  night  on  board,  as  they  could  be  sent  to  their  country  folks  the  first 
tiling  in  the  morning.  Ordering  Muir  to  dismiss  the  shore-boat,  he 
hastened  with  his  visitors,  to  seek  the  shelter  of  the  cabin,  as  the  night 
was  now  most  inclement,  and  he  felt  some  curiosity  to  know  who,  and 
what  they  might  be,  who  were  perambulating  the  river  at  such  an  un- 
timely season. 

The  lamps  had  been  extinguished  in  the  principal  cabin,  but  leading 
them  in,  dark  as  it  was,  he  set  them  down  on  one  of  the  sofas,  and 
desiring  Muir  to  call  the  Steward  to  get  lights,  be  went  into  his  own 
cabin  to  get  his  dress  made  a  little  more  complete  before  venturing  into 
female  society.  He  was  delayed  a  few  minutes  before  he  could  strike  a 
light,  and  get  the  necessary  articles  he  wanted,  so  that  by  the  time  he 
got  back  to  the  main  cabin  he  found  the  lamps  had  been  lit,  and  all 
appeared  light  and  comfortable.  He  was,  however,  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  sight  he  beheld  as  he  entered  the  cabin  door.  Immediately  oppo- 
site him  busily  employed  with  the  assistance  of  what  seemed  a  smart 
soubrette,  stood  a  tall  handsome  figure,  supported  by  a  pair  of  well- 
formed  pink  legs,  attired  in  the  brief  drapery  which  the  costume  of  the 
Parisian  danseuse  permits,  but  which  amply  made  up  in  width  for  ita 
brevity,  protruding  in  imposing  folds  of  white  muslin  to  an  immense 
circumference  from  a  very  petite  wabt,  which,  and  as  far  above  as  any 
clothing  extended,  was  encased  in  a  corsage  as  tight  as  the  lower  gar- 
ments were  loose,  add  to  thb  a  plentiful  display  of  white  bust  and  neck> 
a  well  turned  head  with  abundance  of  dark  glossy  hair,  and  a  pair  of 
sparkling  black  eyes,  which  Maxwell  saw  reflected  in  the  glass  as  he 
advanced,  and  you  have  a  picture  of  Mademoiselle  Natalie  Miardot,  for- 
merly of  the  Academic  de  Musigtie  a  Farts ,  and  presently  prima  bal~ 
lerina  of  the  Opera  at  Lisbon;  for  such  Maxwell  speedily  detected  her 
to  be,  she  having,  in  precisely  the  same  attire,  danced  a  pas  seul  wV* 
had  greatly  delighted  Sir  Harry  an  hour  or  two  previously. 

"  Ah,  sair,  I  have  just  escaped  un  grand  malkeur/^  said  Mademoise 
as  she  turned  towards  Maxwell,  fixing  the  clasp  of  a  handsome  brace, 
oonnected  by  a  small  chain  with  a  ring  on  her  left  hand  in  the  m< 
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monchalant  manner  in  the  world.  '<  If  it  had  not  heen  this  pelite  dear 
little  chain  I  would  have  lost  this  bijou  in  that  nasty  filthy  hoat,  and 
that  would  have  been  very  iriste  indeed.  It  is  a  gage  damitie  from 
cher  Lord  Villiam,  he  is  one  very  kind  friend  of  mine,  and  teached  me 
parler  r Anglais,  But,  Sair,  this  is  a  charmant  saion,  it  is  so  like  my 
boudoir  in  the  Rue  St.  Honor^  in  dear  Paris.  Betas,  man  Dieul  how 
I  vish  I  was  in  dear  Paris  again;  however  this  vill  do  very  well  a  present*^ 
Maxwell  thought  it  would  be  much  more  to  the  purpose  if  she  would 
tell  him  what  the  deuce  brought  her  there,  though  he  could  not  help 
being  amused  at  the  free  and  easy  manner  in  which  ^he  made  herself  at 
home.  '^  I  presume  I  have  the  felicity  of  addressing  Mademoiselle 
Miardot"  said  he,  "  whose  very  faciuatiug  performances  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing  this  evening  at  the  Opera.  May  I  venture  to  enquire 
what  has  induced  Mademoiselle  to  go  boating  at  this  hour,  on  such  a 
nighty  and  if  I  may  venture  to  add  in  such  a  costume.'' 

**  Oh,  dat  is  very  easily  told,**  said  Natalie  continuing  her  toilet,  by 
applying  her  delicately  laced  handkerchief  to  some  small  traces  her  tears 
had  left  on  her  rather  suspiciously  blooming  cheek  ; — "  It  is  de  fault  of 

that  mechante  la  Comtesse  P ,   she  be  of  me  very  jealous,  and  she 

link  de  Comte  too  fond  of  Natalie:  he  give  me  some  souvenirs,  de  leetle» 

▼ery  leetle  things,  these  be  mooch  de  best*'  giviilg  a  very  careless  fillip  with 

her  finger  to  one  of  the  handsome  emerald  pendants  which  adorned  her 

ears,  '*  I  did  not  want  to  have  dem  at  all,  he  made  me  take  them,  so  I 

did  think  I  could  not  but  vear  them  von  night;  but  they  be  trop  grands 

pour  la  danse,  ven  I  finish  la  pirouette  at  de  end  of  de  ballet,  me  tink 

my  poor  leetle   ear  toute  dechiree,  that  is  torn,  I  vont  have  dem  any 

k>nger;''  and  in  a  moment  she  had  the  jewels  out  of  her  ears,  and  lying 

on  the  cabin  floor.  Stamping  her  foot  she  added,  **  I  do  not  care  one  vat 

jou  call  pin  for  Monsieur  la  Comte, — but  dat  sauvage  ogresse,  la  Com- 

iesssy  Yen  she  saw  me  vearing  these  nasty  tings  knowed  dem,  and  swore 

one  great  big  lie,  that  I  stole  them  from  her;  and  I  had  just  time  to  get 

away  as  I  vas  dressed  for  the  ballet  before  the  Gens  darme  arrived  to 

seize  me.  Lc  Comte  is  in  la  Campagne  and  I  have  nobody  to  defend  me 

from  Le  Comtesse,     She  should  not  be  so  jealous  of  poor  me,  Le 

Comte  is  one  great  admirer  of  mine ;  but  dat  is  noting,  Natalie  has  de 

ereat  number  of  admirers,  but  she  can't  help  dat:  can  she  Monsieur*'? 

^*  Indeed  you  cannot,'*  said  Maxwell,  amused  with  her  naivetS,  *'  and 

jy  Mademoiselle  what  do  you  propose  doingf     Will  you  give  yourself 

>,  and  trust  to  your  innocence  for  your  defence." 

^*No  I  wont!  I'll  sooner  throw  myself  into  the  riviere^  into  la  Tage^ 

Q  dat:  the  law  here  is  a  very  strict  one,  and  if  poor  Natalie  yonce  in 

'^  nasty  Bastile  she  vill  nevare  get  out  any  more.     No,  I  vish  to  put 
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myself  under  the  protection  of  my  oountrymen  of  the,  how  do  you  say, 
ie  pavUloh  of  la  Grande  Nation,  and  I  know  Monsieur  le  Captaine  of 
La  Sylphlde  which  is  in  de  riviere,  and  I  meant  to  go  on  board  her, 
when  instead  I  find  myself  on  board  one  ship  De  laEeine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne^  vere  I  hope  I  am  Equally  safe.  Eh^  mon  eher  Monsieur,  ai^ 
I  not?  You  vill  never  give  me  up  to  de  furious  Comtesse^';  so  saying 
she  turned  to  Maxwell  who  was  leaning  against  the  cabin  table  near  her, 
and  clasping  his  hand  in  both  of  hers  fell  upon  her  knee  in  a  style  of 
melo-dramatic  elegance  which  would  have  made  her  fortune  in  a  ballet^ 
and  gazing  up  with  her  pretty  black  eyes,  she  earnestly  whispered 
"Aon,  Monsieur,  non** 

Maxwell  though  by  no  means  a  gay  Lothario,  being  so  much  the 
reverse,  that'  Muir^s  character  of  him  to  Sir  Henry's  aunt  when  he  heard 
he  was  going  with  her  nephew  was,  '*  I  am  unco  glad  to  hear  it,  for  Mr. 
Maxwell  was  a  doose  quiet  weel  leevin'  lad;'*  and,  he  added,  tho'  too  low 
for  her  to  hear  '*  and  there^s  nae  doot  Sir  H.  u  whiles  a  wee  camsteaiy 
and  will  be  nain  the  worse  o'  a  bit  tow  o*  a'tether."  Still  he  was  not 
impervious  to  the  facinations  of  the  softer  sex,  and  Mademoiselle  Natalie 
really  looked  so  graceful  and  pretty  in  her  suppliant  posture,  that  he 
oould  not  have  felt  in  his  heart  to  have  refused  her  almost  any  thing  he 
hlid  the  power  to  grant 

**  Why,  my  dear  madam,  you  mistake  the  character  of  this  vessel,  she  is 
not  a  Queen^s  ship,Jneither  is  she  a  merchantman:  she  is  what  iii  England 
we  cftll  a  yacht,  and  if  she  were  my  property  I  would  willingly  promise 
you  a  shelter  from  your  persecutors  as  long  as  I  had  the  power  to  give 
it  you:  she  js  not  mine,  but  the  property  of  a  friend,  Sir  Harry  Arden, 
who  is  now  asleep.  Stay  here  however  quietly  till  morning,  take  what 
repose  you  can  on  these  couches,  and  when  Sir  Harry  rises  we  will  see 
what  can  be  done  for  you.  I  am  sure  he  will  be  as  willing  as  myself  to 
assist  you,  he  is  somewhat  Quixotic  in  his  temper,  and  he  has  enough  ot 
the  spirit  of  the  Preux  Chevaliec  to  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  aiding^ 
a  lady  in  distress;"  and  raising  Mademoiselle,  he  kindly  pressed  herliand, 
and  begged  to  ofier  any  assistance  the  vessel  could  afford  to  help  her  to 
pass  the  night  comfortably.  **  I  am  sorry"  he  added  **that  our  af^r  cabin 
is  full  of  lumber;  but  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  some  repose  here, 
which  I  would  strongly  recommend  as  you  really  seem  much  fatigued  ^~ 
the  adventures  of  the  evening.'' 

**  Our  tings  are  all  on  de  shore,  ^  said  Natalie,   "  but  wid  our  clot, 
and  de  canopies,  we  vill  do  very  Well,  so  v7d  one  thousand  apologies  f 
keeping  you  so  long  out  of  bed,  I  vill  bid  you  acHeu  for  dis  night: 
revoir  Monsieur." 

AEucwell  on  retaining  to  his  cabin  conld  not  but' reflect  on  the  a 
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inddent  of  the  eyening,  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  an^ety^  and  he 
would  have  much  preferred  it  had  it  not  occurred,  even  admitting  thajt 
the  danteuse  was  innocent  of  the  crime  laid  to  her  charge;  and  so  much 
hfd  her  pleasant  looks  and  seeming  simplicity  gained  on  Mo^vreli,  that  h^ 
eould  not  helicTe  her  otherwise.  The  aiding  her  in  escaping  from  the 
police  might  he  attended  with  much  trouble,  yet  ho  was  satisfied  3ir  H. 
would  not  hear  of  giving  her  up.  He  was  also  somewh^  uneasy  on  Sir 
H's.  own  account,  as  his  feelings  were  sopaewhat  susceptible;  being 
several  years  the  senior,  Maxwell  had  got  great  charges  from  Sbr  H's- 
aunt  if  possible  to  keep  hi^  out  of  any  entanglements  with  the  fair  sez^ 
and  yet  here  he  had  been  the  meanf  of  introducing  a  very  fascinating 
young  woman  on  board  the  yacht,  and  that  too  in  the  interesting  posi- 
tion of  a  wron^^  and  aggrieved  dulcipea  seeking  protection.  Pro« 
bably  the  first  use  she  would  make  of  her  opportunities  would  be  to 
entrap  the  affections  of  the  wealthy  young  baronet.  'Ere  he  fell  asleep 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sooner  Mademoiselle  Natalie 
could  be  got  out  of  the  schooner  the  better,  and  he  had  made  up  hia 
mind  to  despatch  her  to  the  Sylphide  before  Sir  H.  should  make  his  ap- 
pearance next  morning,  du  aUier  vuum. 

When  Natalie  and  her  maid  were  left  to  themselves  they  speedily 
made  such  preparations  as  were  in  their  power  for  getting  some  repgse 
for  the  remainder  of  the  nigh^;  these  were  easily  completed;  for  haying 
no  other  clothes  than  those  they  stood  in,  tfiey  y^ere  obliged  to  lie  down 
JQst  as  they  came  on  board,  etH^)^  on  one  of  the  opposite  sofa^  Covering 
themselvef  with  their  cloaks>  they  were  soon  with  that  lightness  of 
heart,  peculiar  to  the  French  character,  and  more  espec^^ly  to  the  fe- 
males of  that  i^ation,  wrapt  in  sound  and  refreshing  repose. 

Whether  it  was  that  Sjr  H's,  slumbprf  h?d,  though  not  absolutely 

broken,  been  rendered  less  sound  by  th^  xaidous  events  of  the  night, 

occi|rrin|^80  near  his  berth,  or  whedier  it  wa^  thfkt  his  supper  at  J^adam 

Belem's  had  not  agreed  with  him,  it  is  l^tless.  now  to  enquire;  but  oer- 

tain  it  i^,  that  the  foUpw^g  mor^ui^  9^w  hiip.  Ofit  of  bed  by  six  o'olopk: 

at  lea^t  a  couple  of  hours  before.  \^\9  n$n^  tipA^    Now  it  so  happened 

that  his.  cabin  being  somewhat  small,  he  w^  in  the  habit  ol  keeping  his 

clei^  linen  i^  a  locker  formed  under  the  sofa  of  the  main-cabin  next  to  hia 

atate-room  door,  the  seat  of  the  sofa  lifting  up.  like  a  lid.    Indeed  he  noi 

Tiequently  used  the  saloon  as  ^  ^''essing  room,  the  light  being  much 

[ter  than  in  his  own  cabin,  which  was  only  lit  by  a  buUWye  on  deck* 

ia  morning  from  the  early  hour  and  the  state  of  the  atmosphere^  was 

ry  dark  indeed,  and  after,  applying  the  soap  to  his  fece  he  found  shav- 

without  more  light  impossible,  so  opening  the  state-room  dq^or  he 
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emerged  into  the  saloon  a  very  odd  figure,  attired  from  neck  to  lieek  ia 
an  old  tartan  dressing  gown,  for  which  he  had  a  strange  fancy,  and 
would  persist  in  using,  notwithstanding  all  Maxwell's  jeers  at  its  musty 
worse-of-the-wear  aspect;  his  face  covered  with  lather,  and  in  one  hand  a 
razor,  and  in  the  other  a  shaving  brush.  Some  of  the  crew  happened 
just  at  the  moment  to  be  getting  the  fore-sail  up  in  order  that  it  might 
dry  after  the  drenching  of  last  night's  rain,  and  the  heavy  folds  of  wet 
canvas  covering  the  skylight,  and  the  lamps  out.  Sir  H.  found  the  saloon 
literally  in  a  state  of  outer  darkness.  Shaving,  or  anything  else  re- 
quiring light,  being  out  of  the  question  until  the  sail  was  hoisted,  he 
bethought  himself  of  getting  out  a  clean  shirt  in  the  mean  time-.jon  at- 
tempting however  to  raise  the  seat  of  the  sofa,  he  was  surprised  to  feel 
it  much  heavier  than  usual,  for  it  was  too  dark  to  detect  any  object 
lying  on  it;  but  imagining  the  weight  to  be  caused  by  some  things  that 
the  steward  had  left  the  previous  evening,  he  boldly  pushed  it  up  with 
both  hands,  exerting  his  full  strength,  which  was  but  a  trifle  less  than 
Sampson^s,  and  was  stooping  down  to  take  out  what  he  wanted,  when 
his  ears  were  saluted  with  a  piercing  shriek. 

^^  Oh!  grace  de  Dieu!  fetouffejje  suis  iuee,  tnon  pauvre  pied  il  est 
demis,  il  est  romp^ 

At  this  extraordinary  outcry  Sir  H.  let  fall  the  sofa,  and  at  the  appa- 
rition of  Mademoiselle  Natalie,  which  the  removal  of  the  sail  now  made 
distinctly  visible,  he  started  back,  clearing  one  half  of  the  cabin  at  a 
bound,  when  his  further  progress  was  stopped  by  his  coming  in  contact 
with  Nannette,  who  at  her  mistresses  scream  had  rushed  to  her  assist- 
ance. The  way  Sir  H.  had  on,  as  he  would  himself  have  expressed  it, 
fairly  launched  the  poor  little  soubrette  over,  and  something  tripping 
his  own  foot  at  the  moment,  he  fell  after  her,  and  in  a  second  they  were 
both  lying  in  a  heap  in  a  comer  of  the  cabin;  the  maid  shouting  out 
murder  at  the  pitch  of  her  voice,  and  Sir  H.  so  utterly  flabbergasted  as 
to  be  unable  to  articulate  a  word. 

Natalie's  first  shriek  aroused  Maxwell,  and  fearing  some  mishi^  he 
rushed  into  the  cabin,  where  a  most  absurd  scene  presented  itself.  In  the 
comer  lay  poor  Nannette  and  Sir  H's.  long  body  athwart  her.    His  head 
having  fallen  on  the  comer  of  the  sofa,  opposite  to  the  one  where  Made- 
moiselle Miardot  had  lain,  he  had  really  received  a  severe  blow,  and  b 
tween  the  novelty  of  his  situation  and  the  efiects  of  the  fall,  he  was  t 
able  to  collect  his  ideas  sufficiently  to  get  on  his  legs.     Stooping  o 
the   prostrate  couple  and  pulling   most  lustily  at  the  tails  of  Sir  I 
robe-de-chambre,  stood  Natalie  not  much  difierent  from  what  she  wi 
the  previous  nighty  and  not  apparently  much  the  worse  for  her  squeezu 
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Her  well  stafehed  garments  protruded  at  an  imraenae  angle  behiod  her 
as  the  bent  her  body  over  Sir  H.,  and  her  little  foot  still  enoaaed  in  its 
ptnk  atoeking  and  white  satin  shoe,  beat  the  floor  quickly  in  her  rage,  ai 
her  inability  to  remove  the  lengthy  carcase  that  seemed  to  be  smolhernig 
Nanotte*  She  was  too  excited  to  speak,  but  not  a  few  ictcren,  and  some 
rather  vneompKmentary  epithets  to  Sir  H.  forced  themselres  from  between 
her  teeth.  Maxwell  had  just  come  in  good  time,  for  finding  her  efforts  aH 
ine£feGt«al  to  remove  Sir  H.  by  pulling,  she  had  taken  to  kicking  him, 
and  ahhongh  the  satin  shoe  was  not  a  very  dangerous  implement,  she 
doubtless,  would  soon,  as  most  women  when  pushed  to  extremities 
will  do^  haws  taken  to  the  feline  weapons  with  which  nature  had  for* 
ntshed  her-— >her  nails. 

Maxwell's  first  task  was  to  raise  Sir  H.,  who  between  the  soapsuds  on 
his  faee,  and  the  paleness  created  by  his  fall,  really  looked  very  ghastly 
indeed)  he  was  able  however  with  Maxwell's  assistance  to  get  on  his  fetf^ 
and  in  a  few  seconds  came  sufficiently  to  himself  to  demand  an  explaaa'* 
don  of  the  very  extraordinary  position  in  which  he  found  himself. 

Sir  H.  was  at  first  disposed  to  be  a  little  angry  with  hie  friend,  for  ncC 
having  roused  him  the  previous  night,  to  inform  him  of  his  unexpected 
guests;  but  his  anger  was  never  vtrj  lasting,  and  he  was  soon  satisfied 
witb  MaxweH*s  explanations.  He  now  took  such  an  interest  in  llfode- 
ittoiaelle  ^fiardol's  wrongs  that  he  forgot  his  own  abswd  introdnotion, 
and  he  had  no  sooner  got  himaelf  properly  attired  than  he  was  disposed 
to  go  ashore  to  enquire  as  to  whether  the  prosecution  of  the  poor  dai^ 
sue§e  was  likely  to  be  continued,  nerer  for  a  moment  doubting  the  truth 
of  her  alery.  Both  Mademoiselle  and  Maxwell  agreed  it  woold  be  wiser 
to  send  Namiette  at  first,  to  the  manager  of  the  Theatre^  both  to  pro^ 
cam  proper  garments  for  Natalie,  and  also  hear  how  matt^n  stood  with 
the  covDtaaa.  With  this  view  the  gig  was  soon  dispatched  widi  Naa« 
netta  and  Dawsoo,  the  mate,  who  was  a  very  senstUie  decent  fellow,  to 
see  Imsw  tiie  land  lay. 

Wliett  Maxw^  entered  the  saloon  at  break&st  time,  he  was  rather 
diflodnoerted  at  seeing  the  good  footing  which  was  already  established 
batweett  Mademoiselle  and  Sir  H.  He  found  ber  seated  at  die  breakfee^ 
taUe  in  att  the  nwlaitf  of  her  evemng  attire,  no  such  thing  as  a  shawl 
I  ig  esi  board  the  sdieoiier,  and  akhoogh  looking  somewhat  jaded  after 
I  various  mishaps,  still  fascinating  enovgh^in  her  appearaaoe  to  exdte 
1     adflMffaticMi  of  a  more  slaggidi  temperaBMnt  than  Sir  H's. 

'Cocne  away  BJbxweU,'*  said  Sir  H.  in  great  spirits,  ''Mademoiselle 
i     Mehing  me  the  proper  method  of  coneoctrag  'Cafe  Royal,'  and  I 
1     ^d  atroBgly  reeommend  a  single  cop  of  it  to  you  after  yonr  night'a 
.  3. — ^voi*.  V.  B 
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adventures  as  un  chevalier  dee  damee^  it  is  most  capital  stuff  I  assnre 
you;  shall  we  giye  him  a  cup  Mademoiselle?  or  does  his  want  of  gallantry 
in  permitting  you  to  remain  a  night  on  board  without  rousing  me  to 
welcome  you,  deserve  any?" 

''Oh,  assurement  ve  viil  give  him  one  leettle  cup,"  answered  Natalie^ 
smiling,  '^  he  did  behave  very  well  to  me  and  poor  Nannette  in  our  dis- 
tress de  night  dat  is  past,  and  I  will  not  be  ungrateful." 

As  Maxwell  found  this  'Cafe  Royal/  exceedingly  pleasant,  it  may  be 
as  well  for  the  benefit  of  others,  to  record  Mademoiselle  Miardot's  mode  of 
preparing  it  Having  filled  a  cup  about  three-fourths  full  of  very  strong 
coffee,  adding  4  sufficiency  of  sugar,  she  then  poured  about  half  a  glass 
of  cognac  over  the  back  of  a  spoon  so  gently  as  not  to  permit  the  spirit 
to  mingle  with  the  cofiee,  and  then  lighting  a  match  at  a  taper  which 
stood  on  the  table  she  set  fire  to  the  spirit,  the  coarser  and  more 
fiery  particles  being  thus  consumed,  she  stirred  the  residue  until  well 
mixed  with  the  coffee,  and  the  result  was  a  delightful  compound,  some- 
thing between  simple  coffee  and  a  liqueur^  combining  the  Cafe  and  the 
Chaese  in  one. 

*'  How  comes  it  Mademoiselle  that  you  speak  our  language  so  well," 
said  Sir  H.,  "why  I  would  almost  take  you  for  a  native/' 

'<Ah!  you  much  very  me  flatter; — but  I  have  lived  much  in  your  coun- 
try* I  will  sometime  or  other  tell  you  de  history  of  my  life^  which  is  one 
very  curious  Historiette  I  do  you  assure:  but  here  is  Nannette;  and  groiee 
au  dei  my  clothes.  I  shall  be  able  to  appear  like  one  decent  Christiaa 
woman  now.'' 

The  accounts  Nannette  brought  from  the  theatre  were  not  very  en- 
couraging, the  countess  who  had  long  been  jealous  of  her  lord's  admira- 
tkm  of  Natalie,  was  determined  to  be  revenged  if  she  could  lay  hand^ 
on  the  danaeueef  and  even  threatened  if  she  took  refuge  on  board  the 
French  ship  as  it  was  reported  she  had  done,  to  apply  to  the  French  am* 
bassador  to  have  her  delivered  up.  The  manager  strongly  recommended 
her  to  get  out  of  Portugal  as  fast  as  possible,  the  influence  of  the  coun- 
tess being  very  great  and  her  vengeance  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Natalie's 
wardrobe  was  sent,  and  rather  a  bulky  one  it  was,  occupying  no  less  than 
t#n  packages,  but  her  salary  now  due  for  several  weeks,  and  amounting 
to  a  very  considerable  sum,  was  retuued,  in  consequence  as  the  mana^ 
said,  of  her  breach  of  engagement. 

"  Ah,  Monsieur  le  Clerc  is  one  very  dirty  fellow,"  said  MademoiBe 
'*but  if  I  was  out  of  dis  nasty  country,  I  could  do  without  his  dolh 
but  alas,  how  shall  I  get  away,  I  shall  never  get  a  passport  firom  t    » 
police,  and  no  vessel  vill  take  me  vrithout  one.  I  vill  go  and  put  on  dv^     t 


I 


TABNS  OF  A   TAOHTBMAN.  119 

more  {uroper  for  the  poor  Demoiselle  in  distre68»  and  go  and  implore  the 
protection  of  Monsieur  le  Ci^taine  of  La  Sylphide:  he  will  nevaife  refuse 
bis  aid  to  a  poor  oompatriote." 

Sir  H.  said  nothing*  but  Maxwell  declared  he  thought  it  the  best 
thing  Mademoiselle  could  do  in  the  circumstances^  and  they  both  went  on 
deck,  leaving  the  cabin  for  Mademoiselle  to'  make  her  toilet  in. 

On  reaching  the  deck  Sir  H.  laid  his  hand  on  Mazwell's  arm  and 
said  eamestlyy  ''  What's  to  prevent  us  helping  this  poor  girl  out  of  the 
sad  scrape  she  is  in.  I  suppose  it's  much  the  same  where  she  goes  pro- 
vided she  gets  out  of  this  cursed  hole.  It  will  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  to  give  her  a  passage  to  Cadiz,  or  for  that  matter  to  Gibraltar, 
from  which  place  she  can  easily  get  to  France.^' 

This  was  the  very  thing  Maxwell  dreaded^  and  he  therefore  magnified 
the  danger  of  tampering  with  the  police  laws  of  Portugal,  and  the  danger 
of  carrying  off  a  criminal  from  justise. 

"  Oh,  that  is  nothing,  our  papers  are  all  right  and  we  may  be  off 
direetlj,  and  they  will  know  nothing  about  it  'till  we  are  outside  that 
sta^d  old  fort  of  theirs  at  Belem,  and  then  the  old  lady  will  show 
them  a  pair  of  legs.  If  this  fine  breeze  holds,  there  is  not  a  craft  in  the 
Tagns  has  a  chance  with  her." 

Maxwell  who  had  a  touch  of  sly  humour  about  him,  could  not  help 
asking  if  the  legs  he  meant  to  show  them  were  Mademoiselle  Natalie's 
(Hnk  ones* 

At  this  ill  timed  joke  Sir  H.  was  savage,  and  was  turning  away  in 
silent  indignation,  when  Maxwell  added  in  a  more  serious  tone.  **  Well 
but  my  dear  H.,  think  of  the  impropriety  of  carrying  about  opera  dancers, 
even  supposing  them  not  also  to  be  theives  which  seems  not  impossible 
in  this  case,  what  would  your  aunt  say  to  it?  and  that  long  toughed 
adherent  of  your's,  Wull  Muir,  will  be  sure  to  narrate  the  story  with 
sondry  improvements  on  our  return." 

**  Ohy  Muir  be  hanged^"  said  Sir  H.  '*!  believe  the  girl  to  be  perfectly 
honesty  and  what  is  more  uncommon  for  a  dancing  girl  perfectly  modesty 
and  I  don't  give  a  pipe  of  tobacco  what  folks  say.  I'll  offer  her  a 
passage  if  she  likes  to  go,  and  I'll  trust  to  my  good  character  in  spite  of 
scandal — you  may  look  to  your  own  Master  Brook," 

'iaxwell  knew  Sir  H.  too  well  to  offer  any  further  opposition,  for  a 
I  e  could  not  be  more  obstinate  when  his  mind  was  made  up,  and  in 
t  Ji  his  own  feelings  were  sufficiently  inlisted  on  behalf  of  Mademoiselle 
t  lake  him  secretly  pleased  at  what  Sir  H.  had  resolved  upon,  laying 
t  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  that  he  had  done  all  he  could  to  pre- 
1      '.  Sir  H.  being  led  into  temptation;  but  since  he  was  wilful  and  would 
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nm  the  hasard,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  trusting  to  Providence  for 
the  lesnlt. 

Sir  H.  always  prompt  and  energetic  ^  had  already  ordered  all  to  be 
got  ready  for  a  start,  and  they  were  busy  in  heaving  the  anchor  short, 
when  Mademoiselle  came  on  deck,  becomingly,  but  most  modestly,  attired 
in  a  dark  dress,  made  with  that  perfect  neatness  and  elegance  whid» 
French  taste  only  can  exhibit.  Her  shoes  and  gloves  fitted  her  so  well 
that  they  almost  seemed  to  be  part  of  her  person,  a  handsome  shawl  was 
wrapped  round  her  shoulders,  concealing  her  somewhat  remarkable  figure^ 
and  well  fitted  to  defend  her  from  the  sea  breexe,  while  a  modest  plain 
steaw  beoaet  with  a  large  veil  protected  her  features  at  once  from  the 
prying  crew,  and  the  too  evident  rays  of  the  sun.  Take  her  altogether 
a  more  oomplete  contrast  between  Mademoiselle  Natalie  in  her  theatrical 
attire^  and  the  lady-like  modest  looking  girl  who  now  stood  en  the 
schooner's  deck  could  hardly  be  conceived. 

On  making  her  exit  from  the  companion  she  went  straight  to  where 
Sir  H.  was  standing  superintending  the  men,  who  were  engaged  getting 
the  chain  in,  and  begged  that  he  would  add  to  all  his  other  kindness  by 
giving  her  the  use  of  a  boat  to  go  on  board  the  Sylphide.  Sir  H.  started 
when  he  saw  the  transformation  that  had  taken  place,  and  turned  to 
Maxwell  with  a  smile,  which  pla  inly  said  "  yon  see  my  character  is  in 
AC  such  great  danger  after  all.'' 

Sir  H.  told  her  that  she  was  most  welcome  to  a  boat,  but  if  she 
tbought  she  could  trust  her  safety  to  his  schooner  and  her  crew,  he  was 
just  about  to  sail,  and  would  be  delighted  to  give  her  a  passage  to  Cadis» 
which  was  the  port  he  was  bound  for  next. 

Natalie  seemed  not  a  little  affected  at  this  proof  of  Sir  H^s  kindness, 
for  she  doubted  not  he  started  solely  on  her  account,  but  she  declared 
that  not  for  worlds  would  she  let  him  run  the  risk  of  annoyance  at  the 
hands  of  the  police,  by  aiding  the  escape  of  a  criminal. 

Sir  H»  however  would  hear  of  no  reason  to  the  contrary,  and  declared 
that  he  would  take  the  police  in  his  own  hands,  and  would  think  it  un- 
kind of  Mademoiselle  if  she  trusted  herself  elsewhere,  when  he  had  the 
power  and  the  will  to  aid  her.  It  will  only  be  supposed  that  Natalie 
was  not  difficult  to  persuade,  to  a  course  of  proceeding  which  reliered 
her  of  much  ^fficulty  and  danger;  and  she  and  Nannette  were  s<  k 
installed  in  the  after  cabin,  which  was  cleared  of  its  lumber,  and  bus  r 
employed  in  making  such  arrangement  as  would  conduce  to  their  oomft  ,- 
for  the  night  or  two  they  expected  to  pass  on  board. 
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Mr  Dear  Eldkblt  Nicholas. — ^Your  epistle  has  afforded  me  infinite 
amusemeDt,  in  laughing  at,  though  not  toith  you,  I  think  the  old  frater- 
nity of  yaehtsmen,  the  whole  twelve  hundred  you  80  significantly  speak 
of,  must  be  profoundly  grateful  to  you  for  such  a  dashing  criticism  and 
decided  opinion  opon  the  subject.  For  justness  of  sentiment,  severity 
of  k>gic,  and  elegance  of  diction,  your  lucubration  is  above  all  praise; 
and  henceforth  the  meed  of  epistolary  oonipositioB  onee  awarded  to  Ju- 
siua  must  of  necessity  be  assigned  to  you. 

'*  Oh,  golden  dream!  what  soul  that  loves  to  scan. 
The  brightness  rather  than  the  shades  of  itian.*' 

What  an  auspicious  and  venerable  signature  is  ^* Elderly  NusholasP'' 
And  yet  me  thinks  it  smells  of  Russian  bibliography:  surely  the  man  who 
adopts  it  has  a  mighty  mind,  for  the  tone  of  his  epistle  is  so  self-confi- 
dent, so  dictatorial,  and  so  redundant  with  cock -cro wings  and  domineer* 
bga  as  to  induce  me  to  believe  him  the  very  identical  village  school* 
master,  Groldsmith  speaks  of ;  when  he  says, 

''And  still  they  gazed,  and  still  the  wonder  grew. 
Haw  one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew.*' 

I  littie  thought  when  I  wrote  upon  the  subject  of  Tacht  MeasoremeBt 
Ihatsueh  a  Solon  as  *S  Elderly  Nicholas''  would  attack  me^  and  state,  thai 
"I  might  have  spent  ray  time  to  more  advantage  and  my  pen  and  ink 
nore  usefully  than  by  telling  him  all  he  hnew  before,** 

He  also  expresses  it  as  his  opinion  (which  by  the  way  is  bo  freely 
girea  throughout  his  ludicrous  production  that  it  becomes  exceedingly 
cbei^  at  last,)  that  he  thinks  I  must  have  been  enjoying  *'my  night-cap 
and  easy  ehair  of  kte,  rather  more  than  was  beneficial."  He  '^agines 
I  can  never  have  been  much  beyond  the  waters  of  the  Thames,  or  I 
smst  have  heard  of  his  peeuUar  system  of  admeasurement,  which  seU 
€t  defiance  any  attempt  to  cheat  the  tonnage.^^ 

But  without  exposing  to  further  ridicule  the  production  of  this  beard«- 
kfls  boy,  for  such  I  must  now  style  my  loving  friend  ''Elderly  Nicholas,"^ 
I  beg  to  add  that  it  belongs  not  to  such  people  to  meddle  with  subjeete 
1  y  do  not  understand;  and  sueh  is  dearly  the  case  with  him,  for  the 
i  ^er  he  launches  on  his  perilous  voyage  so  much  the  more  does  hm 
I  oee  his  nautical  ignorance  ;  his  clumsy  attempt  is  perfectly  ludicroit» 
I  contemptible;  whilst  his  langusge  throughout  the  letter  is  only 
t  tared  and  coloured  vnth  absurdity,  but  bears  the  tone  of  excessive 
{     jiBty. 
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The  idea  of  stating  in  the  Faehting  Magazine  that  he  wishes  some 
old  woman  with  more  monej  than  she  knew  what  to  do  withj  would 
give  him  a  few  ''cool  thousands.**  What  a  burst  of  elegant  simplicity 
for  one  who  assumes  the  grey  beard.  But  oh!  only  think  of  what  he 
would  then  do,  could  he  but  find  this  generous  old  lady, 

"  What  a  man  he  would  be  and  what  sights  he  would  see» 
If  he  had  but  a  thousand  a  year," 

For  the  welfare  of  this  glorious  land  of  liberty,  if  not  for  the  welfare 
of  yachting,  Proridence  wisely  ordains  that  such  men  should  not  have 
wealth,  lest  they  should  do  themselves  and  their  fellow  creatures  much 
harm  with  it.  Money  is  a  dangerous  weapon  in  unskilful  hands;  and 
unless  *'  Elderly  Nicholas"  could  use  it  with  more  discretion  than  he  has 
his  pen,  it  is  a  blessing  to  the  whole  ''twelve  hundred"  that  he  has  none. 

I  am  well  aware  there  are  several  new  systems  of  admeasurement 
adopted  by  Yacht  Clubs,  both  within  and  beyond  the  waters  of  the 
Thames,  and  I  have  so  stated  in  my  article  in  the  January  number  of 
the  Yachting  Magazine^  but  they  are  more  or  less  objectionable ;  or 
they  would  be  universally  adopted.  In  the  arguments  which  *'  Elderly 
Nicholas"  brings  forward  against  my  proposition  of  offering  a  prize  he 
states  that  if  successful,  "  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  no  two  yacht  clubs 
would  agree  to  it;**  which  shows  clearly  that  it  b  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  comprehensipn  to  suppose  that  a  better  system  than  his  own  pecuUar 
and  defiant  one,  can  be  invented;  or  that  the  merits  of  a  thing  will  of 
itself,  and  without  effort  work  its  own  way.  If  "Elderly  Nicholas"  has 
such  unbounded  confidence  in  his  own  peculiar  system^  it  might  periiapa 
be  the  very  one,  after  all,  that  would  be  entitled  to  the  prize ;  and  then 
he  would  be  enabled  to  pocket  a  little  of  the  old  lady's  "cool  **  he  appears 
to  covet 

It  is  strange  that  after  such  a  flourish  of  sentiment  and  such  a  buret 
of  scorn  as  "Elderly  Nicholas**  makes  in  allusion  to  my  brochure  that  he 
should  continue  his  letter  by  advocating  the  very  principles  proposed 
and  laid  down  by  me,  the  very  pith  and  core  of  my  subject,  one  of  the 
main  objects  I  have  in  view,  that  of  discountenancing  shifting  ballast. 

But  la  crime  de  la  crime  of  his  presumptive  effusion,  is  the  wildly 
abeuid  scheme  of  "Elderly  Nicholas,'*  to  build  a  schoonet,  and  a  cuUer^ 
and  send  them  across  to  Yankee  land  to  retrieve  what  he  considers 
national  disgrace  to  England.**  the  money  for  building  the  said  cutters 
schooner  to  be  raised  by  subscriptions  iirom  "yachtsmen  of  the  Brit 
Isles,**  whom  he  says   "might  give  their  £2  or  £3,  or  if  necessary 
ahead."  Ahem!  what  would  he  do  without  the  "  twelve  hundred?"   1 
the  scheme  is  so  preposterous  that  it  will  not  bear  the  slightest  scruti 
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The  cost  of  a  schooner  yacht  capable  of  competing  with  the  America, 
and  a  cutter  capable  of  entering  against  the  American  sloops  would  not 
at  the  lowest  calculation  for  the  two  vessels,  belittle  short  of  £12,0001 
The  annual  cost  of  keeping  them  going,  during  the  yachting  season 
would  not  be  less  than  £2,000  per  annum.  But  as  I  believe  it  is  use* 
less  to  argue  with  a  man  whose  ideas  of  money  appear  so  strange,  I  will 
not  go  further  into  the  impossible,  improbable,  and  foolish  hap-hazard 
of  his  scheme. 

And  this  man,  this  identical  *^  Elderly  Nicholas,"  fiercely  attacks  with- 
out a  shadow  of  argument  a  proposition  which  has  been  discussed  and 
highly  approved  of  from  all  quarters,  as  the  letters  upon  the  subject 
which  have  appeared  in  several  leading  sporting  periodicals  testify. 

What  other  conclusion  can  be  arrived  at?  What  other  inference  can 
be  drawn,  than  that  <*Elderly  Nicholas"  is  either  non  compos  mentis,  or 
has  emerged  into  second  childhood.     His  letter  abounds  with  the  sim- 
plest absurdities  ever  concocted  for  public  perusal;  and  of  such  I  will  say 
**  Low  may  they  sink  to  merited  contempt, 
And  scorn  remunerate  the  mean  attempt.'' 

In  allusion  to  the  subject  of  my  former  letter,  I  still  adhere  firmly  to 
my  original  propositaon,  that  it  is  only  by  offering  a  prize  of  one  hundred 
guineas  that  a  practicable  scheme  of  admeasurement  can  be  obtained. 

However  useful  the  adoption  of  a  particular  method  may  appear,  still 
if  demonstrated  to  be  inconsistent  with  any  principle  or  rule  already  acted 
upon,  that  scheme  must  inevitably  fail;  but,  if  it  be  consistent  with 
fundamental  principles,  and  demonstrated  to  be  thoroughly  practicablci 
it  will,  by  its  merits  work  its  own  way,  and  be  generally  adopted. 

Notlnng  but  a  little  energy  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  yachtsmen  to 
carry  out  a  proposal,  which  augers  the  happiest  results,  and  bids  Mr  to 
create  a  general  rejoicing  in  the  yachting  world.  Never  was  there  a 
time  when  improvement  in  tonnage  admeasurement  was  so  loudly  called 
for:  and  there  never  was  a  new  proposition  worth  anything  at  all,  but 
it  met  with  some  opposition  on  its  appearance.  The  opposition  to  my 
present  suggestion,  is  most  feeble.  No  scientific  man,  no  man  really 
eapable  of  judging  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  scheme  has  yet 
spoken  of  it  otherwise  than  in  the  most  favourable  light:  and  until  I  can 
I  eonvinced  by  stronger  arguments  than  those  assigned  by  '<  Elderly 
^W  that  my  bantling  is  the  sickly  and  unworthy  abortion  he  fain 
lid  make  it  appear,  I  shall  continue  to  use  the  most  tender,  but 
j     Hiuous  efforts  to  merit. 

n  ooDclunon,  I  have  only  to  say  farewell  to  my  friend  the  Charon 
he  Styg^  lake,  permit  me  to  do  so  affectionately  and  earnestly. 
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Venerable  individiiaU  Farewell.  May  we  *ere  maay  sammem  tee  joa 
aboard  the  "schooner  or  the  cutter,"  destined  to  be  the  soveretgn  of  the 
seas.  And  oh!  may  the  good,  kind,  "dd  lady  with  more  than  she 
knows  what  to  do  with  leave  you  a  few  cool  thouMnds,"  that  in  these^ 
the  days  of  your  second  childhood,  yon  may  **  some  fine  morniog  stir 
up  the  habUues  of  Hoboken  Club  House  and  lead  the  way  across  the 
Atlantic.  Thou  of  the  hoary  beard,  once  more.  Farewell !  and  ohl 
believe  me  sincerely,  and  with  venerable  esteem,  yours  ever, 

One  of  thb  Twblve  Hundbsix 


THE  FLOWBBS  OF  THB  SPIRIT. 

**  There  are  flowers  in  the  garden,  the  lUy  and  the  rose, 
In  the  mead  and  on  the  moorlaDd  the  golden  cowslip  blows ; 
Bat  the  flowers  of  the  spirit  are  the  brightest  and  the  best. 
They  bloom  afVesh  in  every  age,  the  beantiftd  and  blest. 

They  bud  in  childhood's  bosom  with  each  innocent  caress. 
They  open  with  each  tear-drop  shed  for  other  hearths  distress — 
They  hare  a  silent  voice  which  speaks  of  purity  and  bliss, 
They  tell  us  of  a  bett«  world,  and  shew  tiiere's  joy  in  this. 

In  the  sunshine  of  a  happy  home  their  rainbow  robes  are  spread. 
But  their  sweetest  odours  ever  rise  by  sorrow's  lonely  bed  : 
Oh,  the  flowers  of  the  spirit  are  the  brightest  and  the  best, 
They  bloom  afresh  in  every  age,  the  beautiful  and  blest. 

Bright  Hope  is  like  a  monthly  rose,  as  flower  by  flower  deeajrt. 
Others  as  fic^esh  and  love^  come  te  All  tiie  less  ones  place  $ 
And  Faith  it  braves  earth's  wildest  storm  with  calm  confiding  trast, 
As  daises  lift  their  heads  to  meet  the  tempest's  angry  gust. 

WhUe  Obarity  life's  myrtle,  with  fresh  and  fragrsat  leaves. 
To  hide  the  sin-stains  of  the  soul  a  kindly  chaplet  weaves; 
Oh,  the  flowers  of  the  spirit  are  the  brightest  and  the  best. 
They  bloom  afresh  in  every  age,  the  beautiful  and  blest. 

The  flowers  of  nature  droop  and  die^  their  beauties  pass  away. 
But  the  spirit  blossoms  of  the  heart  can  never  know  decay  f 
They  will  flourish  just  as  brightly  in  the  winter  as  the  spring, 
And  smiling,  cheat  the  stricken  heart  of  sorrow's  lurking  sting. 

Ah  I  do  not  check  their  precious  growth,  but  cherish  them  with  cave^ 
Let  pity*s  dew-drops  nourish  them  and  keep  them  fresh  and  fiur  i 
For  the  flowers  of  the  spirit  are  the  brightest  and  the  best, 
They  bloom  afresh  in  every  age,  the  beautifhl  and  blest 
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YACHTING  OF  THE  LAST  CENTURY. 
It  as  a  singular  fact  that  so  very  little  is  known  of  the  yachtiDg  of  our 
gratidfathers, — ^the  founders  of  the  present  yachting  system  are  unknown 
to  us  even  by  name,  and  the  vessels  in  which  they  took  their  pleasure 
have  passed  away,  leaying  no  memento  of  their  existence,  all  that  remains 
is  a  few  isolated  fkcts  now  become  legendary.  Yet  the  subject  is  not 
wholly  devoid  of  interest,  and  there  are  few  yachtsmen  but  could  gather 
some  fact  or  facts  about  the  yachts  of  last  century,  which  collected  would 
form  an  amusing  addition  to  our  yachting  literature.  And  here  I  would 
remark  upon  the  extreme  utility  of  this  humble  Magazine  to  the  yachts- 
man, it  contains  a  record  of  the  proceedings  immediately  concerning  his 
hobby,  and  in  afier  Hfe  many  pleasant  hours  will  he  spend  in  perusing 
the  volumes  of  Hunts  Mctgazine^  and  many  pleasant  reminiscences  will 
each  perusal  force  upon  him.  Each  page  will  bring  before  him  races  in 
which  he  joined,  or  a  discussion  on  measurement  of  yachts  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part  He  will  read  of  the  America  and  wonder  how  he 
could  have  thought  her  fast,  of  the  Phantom  and  marvel  why  he  joined 
in  praising  her  speed,  or  why  she  was  allowed  to  sail  on  even  terms  with 
vessels  of  half  her  size.  Let  him  have  his  Hunt  well  bound,  for  depend 
upon  it  before  he  is  twenty  years  older  it  will  be  well  thumbed. 

Now,  our  children,  I  maintain  will  have  a  great  advantage  over  us  in 
this  respect  We  have  no  such  record  of  our  early  times,  and  even  our 
memories  either  fail  altogether,  or  afford  us  doubtful  aid  when  taxed,  to 
femember  the  yachting  events  of  a  few  years  since.  This  was  forcibly 
brought  to  my  mind  lately.  I  had  occasion  to  search  the  files  of  an  old 
Hampshire  paper  firom  1776  to  1798  and  found  interspersed  among 
accounts  of  murders,  pressgangs,  robberies  of  mail  coaches  and  such  like 
matters  common  to  that  date,  a  few  notices  of  yachts  and  yachting  B&wiy 
which  as  they  may  probably  never  be  searched  for  or  never  heard  of 
again  I  extracted,  hoping  that  they  might  be  of  interest  to  the  reader. 

The  first  notice  I  find  is  May  80th,  1778.— '<  To  be  sold  now  lying 
at  Bosham  near  Chichester,  two  large  pleasure  boats,  completely  rigged 
and  fitted,  fitting  for  any  gentleman,  one  about  7  tons  with  figurehead, 
gilt  and  goose  stem,  painted  and  framed  fore  and  aft  The  other  about 
^  OS,  fiddle  head  and  goose  stem  ; — ^for  further  particulars  enquire  of 
]        Barrow  at  Bosham.'' 

iHiat  could  these  craft  be  like  ?  picture  "  any  gentleman*'  with  his 
t  «  cornered  hat,  bob*wig  and  pigtail  on  an  experimental  cruise  in  his 
I  r  purchase  of  7  tons  with  ^  gilt  and  goose  stem."  She  was  doubt- 
1      a  smart  craft  in  her  day,  as  is  evident  from  the  **  gilt"  by  which  she 
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is  distingaiBhed  firom  the  "  smaller  and  less  pretending  boat  of'  about 
4  tons. 

We  next  find  among  Southampton  news  May  i7th,  1783, — "Monday, 
a  large  yacht  belonging  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  will  be 
launched  at  Itchen  near  this  place." 

This  must  have  been  a  fine  ship,  as  his  Grace  shortly  afterwards,  July 
5th,  1783,  starts  for  France  in  his  new  yacht  with  a  large  company  of 
friends  and  relatives,  as  appears  by  the  following  paragraph. 

<<  July  5th.  1783.— Yesterday  sennight  the  Duke  of  Richmond  set 
sail  in  lus  new  yacht  for  France.  He  is  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
Lord  George  Lennox,  Lady  Louisa  Lennox,  the  Miss  Lennox's  and 
Captain  Berkley." 

May  19ch,  1788,  Southampton. — "  To  be  sold  by  private  contraet,  a 
commodious  pleasure  boat  about  9  tons  burthen  ;  in  length  on  deck  28 
feet,  28  feet  keel  and  9  feet  wide;  the  cabin  12  feet  long,  with  skylight 
of  16  panes  of  glass. 

Then  July  19th,  in  the  same  year,  is  an  announcement  of  a  most  ex- 
tensive sailing  match  for  30  guineas  to  take  place  at  Cowes  *'  by  vessels 
earvel  built,  not  exceeding  35  tons  per  register.^'  The  rules  for  dus 
match  are  curious  enough  "  The  vessels  to  assemble  by  regulation  at  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  anchor  in  a  line,  north  and  south  from  the 
harbour  of  Cowes,  and  to  be  ready  to  slip  their  cables  on  the  firing  of  a 
gun,  the  signal  for  starting,  which  is  to  take  place  precisely  at  6  o'clock ; 
tiie  vessels  to  direct  their  course  westward,  and  proceed  through  the 
Needles  round  the  Island."  This  match  was  sailed  July  28th.,  when  ten 
competitors  started,  the  first  (Hrize  falling  to  the  Dove,  33^  tons,  ^*  which 
sotwithstanding  an  accidental  detention  of  near  twenty  minutes  by  the 
tiia{>ping  of  her  gib^stay,  in  the  critical  moment  of  wearing  ship,  at  the 
eastern  point  of  the  island,  secured  by  superior  skill  and  well  conducted 
manosuvres,  the  laufel  prepared  on  this  occasion,  to  improve  nautical 
sdlMice^  and  to  promote  industrious  emulation." 

Next  there  appears  an  advertisement  of  a  sailing  match  to  take  place 
at  Southampton,  "  by  vessels  earvel  built,  not  exceeding  15  tons  burtha:i.'> 
Amoi^  the  rules  is  the  following  which  may  afford  a  hint  to  some  com- 
mittees of  the  present  day.  **  And  as  a  further  encouragement  to  the 
fishermen  oi  Itchen  Ferry,  &c.j  a  gratuity  will  be  given  to  the  unj  s- 
cessful  candidates  who  shall  start  and  sail  the  whole  distance,  and  an  re 
at  th^  signal  boat  within  one  hour  after  the  boat  entitled  to  the  /  Bt 
priie*" 

Eighteen  craft  started  in  this  race,  August  26di.,  1788,  which  en  id 
in  the  Nancy  ganging  the  first  prize. 
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Althoogh  these  were  not  yaoht  races»  still  the  interest  they  created 
and  the  sport  thej  aftbrded  no  doubt  turned  yachtsmen's  attention  to  the 
subject.  The  race  at  Cowes  was  repeated  on  the  following  year,  and 
althoogh  I  find  no  notice  of  the  Southampton  match,  still  1  am  credibly 
informed  that  for  many  years  a  sailing  match  took  place  similar  to  that 
meniionedy  and  under  the  immediate  patronage  and  with  the  support  of 
the  late  Sir  George  Rose,  who  for  many  years'  was  member  for  the  town 
of  Southampton. 

We  must  now  take  a  wide  leap,  as  the  next  announcement  is  dated 
June  23rd,  1794. — "Yacht  for  sale  at  Southampton  by  aucUon,  on 
Toesday  the  1st.  of  July  next,  between  the  hours  of  6  and  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  The  yacht  Maria  carvel  built,  51  tons  measurement,  late 
the  property  of  John  Morant^  E^*>  deceased,-— the  above  yacht  is  a  fast 
sailer,  mounts  four  brass  carriage-guns  and  six  swivels,  &c.  &c.'' 

The  war  was  then  raging,  and  consequently  we  are  not  surprised  to 
find  Mr.  Morant  so  well  armed,  especially  as  yachting  in  those  days  had 
its  drawbacks,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  following : — July  28th.,  1794, 
**  Last  week  some  gentlemen  who  were  taking  a  cruise  in  a  schooner 
round  the  Isle  of  Wight  fell  in  with  the  Dugomar,  French  privateer,  and 
were  taken  into  Dunkirk.  They  were  immediately  stripped  of  every 
thing  valuable  they  had  about  them,  and  then  set  at  liberty."  This  was 
yachting  under  difficulties  with  a  vengeance. 

Again  the  warlike  tendency  is  manifested.  "  On  Wednesday  evening 
as  a  sailor  was  firing  some  swivels  on  board  a  pleasure-yacht,  the  match 
caught  the  powder  horn  and  blew  his  hand  off." 

I  have  got  no  farther  in  my  researches,  but  expect  to  find  more  detailed 
yachting  news  with  the  commencement  of  the  present  century.  Already 
I  have  some  curious  anecdotes  of  the  yachts  and  their  crews  of  that 
period,  which  I  may  at  some  future  time  trouble  you  with. 


REGATTAS  AND  THEIR  MANAGEMENT. 


BT  BLACK-OAVQ-OmNB. 


THX  season  is  now  fast  approaching  for  our  regatta  arrangement, 
jw  words  relative  thereto  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  the  pages  of 
'  Magazine.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  various  Royal  Yacht 
■bs  are  not  more  united,  that  that  indescribable  spirit  of  jealousy 
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which  does  exist,  do  matter  what  may  he  asserted  hy  the  authoritief 
to  the  coutrary,  shonld  not  by  a  movement  on  the  part  of  yachtsmeir 
themselves  be  put  an  end  to;  quashed  and  for  ever;  and  that  yachtsmen 
afloat  should  regard  each  other  more  in  the  light  of  a  friendly  brother- 
hood than  at  present  the  majority  of  them  do.  Were  this  the  case  we 
flihould  have  little  trouble  in  accomplishing  a  preliminary  and  most  desi- 
rable object,  viz:  that  of  regulating  our  regattas  in  some  sort  of  order 
with  regard  to  time;  but  the  fact  is  some  few  old  hands  rule  the  roast 
in  almost  every  Royal  Yacht  Club,  progress  is  sneered  at,  dull  routine 
is  strictly  adhered  to^  or  should  a  deviation  from  the  usual  course  become 
apparent,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  Commodore  Silkcoat  has  engaged  a 
party  to  his  moors,  or  Vice-Commodore  Continental  must  be  off  to  Paris, 
or  some  other  mighty  ofEcial  who  makes  his  personal  convenience  more 
bis  study,  than  the  interests  of  the  noble  science  he  has  taken  office  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  fostering  and  promoting,  says  boldly,  **the  Re- 
gatta must  be  held  on  such  a  day;  I  cannot  afford  time  to  be  consulting 
other  people's  convenience;  what  have  we  to  do  with  any  other  Clube* 
arrangements  :  if  they  don*t  come  let  them  stay  away  T  and  such  like 
forcible  and  conclusive  reasoning. 

Now,  Mr.Editor,  if  I  undertake  to  prove  that  there  is  some  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  studying  the  convenience  of  others  than  the  Members 
of  our  own  immediate  club,  I  may  hazard  a  hope  that  should  I  be  sue* 
eessful  it  may  not  be  without  its  fruits  ;  it  will  entail  a  little  more 
trouble  and  involve  somewhat  more  of  systematic  arrangement ;  but  in 
the  end  it  will  have  the  effect  of  simplifying  the  operations  of  future 
years,  and  promoting  most  signally  what  we  regret  to  say  is  now-a-days 
apparently,  but  a  secondary  consideration  ;  namely  the  cultivation  and 
encouragement  of  yachting  tastes,  the  inculcation  of  instruction  ;  and 
the  effecting  a  better  understanding  between  those  who  love  the  Sea 
and  its  pastimes. 

Well  to  the  point,  let  us  select  a  locality,  we  shall  take  for  instaoc* 
the  St.  George's  Channel  ;  no  yachtsman  who  has  cruised  in  this  chan- 
nel, and  attended  any  of  the  regattas  therein  held,  but  must  admit  thai 
he  has  been  received  with  courtesy  and  nttention  ;  I  speak  from  personal 
experience,  and  I  am  actuated  by  a  wish  that  the  St.  George's  Channel 
yachtsmen  should  render  themselves  perfect,  for  they  evidently  have  le 
interests  of  yachting  at  heart,  and  without  individualizing  any  of  le 
Clubs  therein  existing,  I  shall  merely  say  that  if  they  take  the  1:  is 
herein  put  forward,  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  will  command  a  lai  er 
fleet  of  yachts  than  any  other  cruising  waters  we  know  of. 

There  can  now  exist  but  little  doubt  that  no  Jracki  Club  can  ezis.   o£ 
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itself ;  that  is,  as  purely  sapported  by  yachtsmen  ;  they  are  not,  I  am 
tntly  sorry  to  say  sufficiently  numerous,  therefore  the  greater  proportion 
of  Members  belong  to  that  class  which  may  be  denominated  in  nautical 
parlance  as  "  Long-shore"  members,  or  in  plain  words  **  Landsmen*' ; 
who  know  not  the  difference  between  the  stem  and  the  stem  of  a  yacht, 
a  proportion  of  whom  if  the  mention  of  salt  water  is  made  before  them, 
iotimate  in  forcible  language  and  with  ^a«in-ical  pantomime,  their  utter 
abhorrence  of  the  briny  element.  Many  of  these  gentlemen,  we  do  not 
aay  all,  join  a  Yacht  Club,  not  for  the  love  of  yachting,  or  the  promotion 
of  its  interests,  but  if  there  be  a  good  Club  House,  a  comfortable  reading 
room,  good  billiard  room,  and  salubrious  marine  accommodation,  forth- 
with they  instal  themselTes  ;  become  excessively  authoritative  in  nautical 
matters,  and  whenever  a  strange  yacht  arrives  upon  the  waters,  they 
contrive  to  impress  the  owner  thereof  with  a  very  respectable  idea  of 
their  practical  acquirements,  for  no  earthly  purpose  but  to  pass  time  and 
hear  themselves  talk.  Now  this  is  all  very  good  in  its  way,  and  very 
Intimate,  they  have  every  right  and  privilege  to  do  so,  and  we  do  not 
olgect  to  their  doing  so  in  any  way  ;  but  did  they  rest  here  alone  we 
should  never  have  had  occasion  to  mention  their  names.  At  General 
MeetiDgs  however  these  gentry  contrive  to  be  elected  on  the  Committee 
of  Clubs,  and  here  the  evil  commences  ;  so  long  as  they  remained  in  the 
ranks  they  were  "  innocuous"  ;  now  they  become  **  unguis  in  ulcere": 
tiieir  ideas  are  circumscribed,  they  extend  not  beyond  the  sphere  of  their 
ordinary  vision,  not  even  with  the  aid  of  a  telescope  ;  their  ambition  is 
to  secure  a  club  reputation,  for  the  best  **  sherry"  and  the  best  ^'chop*^, 
the  most  luxuriously  furnished  reading  rooms,  and  billiards  '<Pour 
eomble  de  bonheur". 

A  Regatta  of  course  is  to  be  given  once  a  year,  and  as  it  nnist  be 
done,  get  rid  of  it  as  satisfactorily  and  easily  as  possible,  make  a  good 
splash  and  send  a  famous  account  of  it  to  '*  Bell's  Life".  But  let  us  go 
b^tnd  the  scenes  a  bit,  the  really  thorough  yachtsmen  are  so  disgusted 
with  noeetings  at  which  their  wishes  are  thwarted  and  their  views  slighted, 
thai  they  withdraw  and  take  no  further  trouble,  and  the  prurient  lands- 
man bitten  for  the  nonce,  spreads  his  sails  **  Pro  aura  popularis",  bursts 
into  ficdl  bloom,  makes  rules,  settles  disputes,  is  a  great  card  for  the  week; 
b  )g  in  authority  no  one  disputes  his  capability,  but  the  yachtsmen 
h  i  their  opinions,  and  after  one  or  two  seasons,  men  who  have  freely 
0]  aed  their  purses,  and  devoted  their  time,  begin  to  vote  yacht  racing  a 
h  a,  and  are,  to  say  the  truth  boldly,— driven  from  the  aquatic  sporting 
n  id,  simply  because  such  a  world  does  not  exist — 'it  is  a  pleasant  and 
tl     *3aeiit  a  popular  fiction,  but  it  is  nevertheless  worthy  of  attention  ; 
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there  really  does  nut  at  the  present  moment  exist  any  head  quaitera 
that  yachtsmen  can  apply  to  for  information  or  redress  :  nor  will  there 
be  until  some  similar  Association  as  the  "  Turf  Club"  shall  have  been 
organized  amongst  yachtsmen  themselves. 

The  St.  George's  Channel  yachtsmen  are  peculiarly  circumstanced, 
and  adapted  for  commencing  a  movement  of  this  soit;  there  no  dub 
can  claim  precedence  beyond  the  date  of  their  warrants  and  their  a^uadc 
reputation  ;  and  the  approaching  season  will  afford  opportunity  for  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  new  aquatic  era. 

The  preliminary  step  to  this  would  require  co-operation  amongst  the 
Clubs :  well  perhaps  some  may  prove  unreasonable  ;  say  let  three  dubs 
be  found  amicable  enough  to  work  together  for  the  desirable  end  ;  let 
these  Clubs  agree  to  give  their  Regattas  seriatim ;  let  well  known  and 
tried  yachtsmen  (there  are  plenty  among  the  clubs)  be  the  Manag^era 
thereof,  let  the  Rules  and  Regulations  be  the  same  at  each,  let  the  vestela 
be  classified, — no  yacht  to  win  more  than  one  prize  at  any  one  regatta | 
let  the  second  yacht  in  each  race  have  a  prize,  and  the  third  yacht  8av« 
her  stake ,  let  all  yachts  be  compelled  to  sail  in  cruising  trim,  and  let 
Shifting  Ballast  be  abolished  ;  if  the  yachtsmen  of  any  number  of  these 
clubs  will  only  unite  and  work  out  these  suggestions,  the  wedge  is  at 
once  entered.  If  it  were  made  publicly  known  early  in  the  season  that 
the  Regattes  would  be  held  as  follows  Kingstown  1st  and  2nd  of  July  ; 
Holyhead  5th  ;  Carnarvon  8th  ;  Liverpool  11th  and  12th  ;  Isle  of  Man 
16th  and  16th  ;  Belfast  21st  and  22nd,  and  the  Clyde  on  the  25th  and 
26th.  There,  Mr.  Editor,  would  be  a  yachting  campaign  for  you  I  If  it 
were  known  that  every  yachting  man  would  have  as  fair  a  chance  as  the 
veriest  Clipper  owner  of  them  all ;  that  each  class  of  tonnage  was  pro* 
perly  cared  for  ;  that  the  same  rules  and  regulations  guided  the  proceed- 
ings at  each  port ;  that  there  were  first,  second,  and  third  prizes  to  be 
gained  in  each  match  i  I  ask  you,  would  not  many  a  jolly  cruiser  gird 
up  his  loins  and  prepare  early  for  the  seven  regattas  of  July.  What  more 
glorious  fiin  could  there  be  than  Sailing  in  Fleet  from  regatta  to  regatta? 
Would  there  not  be  handicap  sweepstakes  got  up  from  port  to  port,  and 
all  this  thorough  sailing  could  be  accomplished  in  twenty*siz  daya. 
How  many  men  go  pottering  about  as  the  wind  blows  during  a  whole 
season,  ay,  season  after  season,  and  perchance  drop  in  to  a  regatta  to  i 
two  or  three  vessels  badly  matched  start  for  a  valuable  prize  ;  in  n.  > 
cases  out  often  the  winner  b  very  well  known  beforehand  $  there  is  vc  r 
little  interest  and  no  excitement,  beyond  those  actually  engaged  ;  ai  I 
the  cruising  yachtsman  drops  languidly  off  along  the  coast,  whilst  *^  > 
owner  of  the  Clipper  departs  by  rail ;  and  she  is  ordered  to  the  next  p     ; 
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where  she  is  booked  to  win,  and  thus  yachtings  sport  is  Yoted  a  bore ; 
oonfined  to  a  faroured  few,  and  the  science  and  art  of  sailing  suflScientl  j 
mystified  by  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  do  so,  and  thus  monopolise  both 
&me  and  reward. 

If  a  chosen  few  of  the  Channel  yachtsmen  would  put  their  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  early  in  this  season,  and  combine  for  such  an  arrangement, 
we  would  promise  such  sport  as  they  never  enjoyed  before.  Plenty 
of  yachts  from  north,  east,  south,  and  west,  would  come;  for  the  St. 
Geor^'s  Channel  has  earnod  a  good  name  for  itself  amodgst  the  summer 
rovers,  and  burgees  would  be  as  plentiful  as  blackberries  from  the  Tuskar 
to  Grourock  Bay,  We  have  a  fine  example  of  a  Southern  clipper  visiting 
this  channel  during  the  last  season,  and  have  heard  her  gallant  owner, 
Captain  Bartlett,  express  himself  most  favourably  as  to  the  reception  he 
had  met  with:  she  proved  victorious,  and  her  success  will  no  doubt  not 
only  induce  a  repetition  of  the  visit,  but  the  Channel  yachtsmen  may 
also  expect  the  far-famed  Secret; — we  should  not  be  surprised  if  the 
Phantom  would  try  a  change  of  air  ;  and  the  fleet  Amazon  will  doubt- 
less be  there  also* 

Anj  yachtsman  who  wishes  to  have  himself  classed  as  a  genuine  sea- 
going raoer,  must  graduate  in  St.  George's  Channel  ;  there  he  will  find 
good  courses,  plenty  of  sailing,  a  clear  stage  and  no  favour.  But  if  the 
blue  water  club-men  there  at  present,  will  only  keep  the  management 
in  dieir  own  hands  ;  become  unanimous  as  a  band  of  chosen  brothers  ; 
leave  the  landsmen  to  disport  themselves  amongst  the  ladies  and  the 
lobsters  ;  and  devote  a  week  or  so  just  now  to  set  the  combined  regatta 
movement  a-going,  depend  upon  it  they  will  have  no  reason  to  regret 
the  time  and  trouble  ;  they  will  be  amply  rewarded  not  only  in  the  class 
and  nmnber  of  vessels  who  will  make  their  numbers  at  the  different 
regBttas^  but  they  will  be  bringing  the  best  sailing  masters  and  the  best 
crews  together,  where  a  rich  harvest  of  nautical  information  might  be 
gathered. 

There  is  one  class  of  vessels  which  we  should  strongly  desire  to  see 
especially  cared  for,  and  that  is  yachts  of  small  tonnage  :  rest  assured 
good  yachtsmen,  that  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  of  late  years  made  by 
Regatta  Committees  has  been  the  overlooking  of  the  small  fry:  this  evil 
n     ^  be  largely  traced  to  the  interference  of  landsmen  in  the  management 

0  jrachting  matters  ;  for  they  are  invariably  addicted  to  toading  the 
h     e  fry,  and  regarding  the  wee  yachts  with  a  contemptuous  sneer.  Why, 

1  £ditor,  small  yachts  constitute  the  essence,  the  vitality  of  yacht 
i  ts  ;  they  are  the  germs  of  our  existence.  I  love  to  see  the  little 
h     -Ung  saucy  Mosquito  clippers  flitting  about  an  anchorage,  and  what 
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can  be  a  prettier  sight  than  twelve  or  fourteen  of  them  boondiDg  off 
together  io  the  race?  These  tiny  racers  are  tended,  with  as  much  solici- 
tude, handled  with  as  much  skill,  and  are  productive  of  as  much  gratifi- 
cation, as  the  stateliest  fifty-tonner  of  them  all  ;  take  my  word  for  it 
these  same  small  craft  make  rapid  strides  towards  maturity  ;  the  five  ton 
soon  makes  way  for  fifteen,  and  'ere  long  the  owner  of  fifteen  places  a 
fifty  before  his  name  ;  and  the  best  yachtsmen  we  have  amongst  us 
proudly  boast  that  they  began  with  a  punt.  This  then,  our  nuiseryi 
should  engross  a  large  share  of  the  regatta  committees  attention. 

Now-a-days  a  ten  pound  prize  is  by  some  considered  to  be  rather  high 
for  yachts  of  ten  tons  and  under.  A  giant  error  this, — we  should  raise 
the  standard  of  small  yachts  far  above  ;  let  us  place  them  relatively  as 
high  as  their  grown  sisters,  and  by  attracting  attention  to,  and  investing 
them  with  interest,  is  the  only  way  to  do  it ;  therefore  if  100  guinea 
prize  be  given  for  large  vessels,  let  a  fifty  guinea  be  given  for  ten  tonners  ; 
and  you  will  speedily  see  what  a  superior  class  will  spring  up.  Many  a 
man  in  a  yacht  club  who  could  afford  to  keep  a  small  yacht  is  deterred 
from  doing  so  because  it  is  not  the  thing  I  They  are  not  thought  much 
of, — no  prizes  of  any  value  indicate  their  usefulness  :  they  must  not  be 
suffered  to  continue,  they  are  of  too  great  importance  to  be  longer  passed 
over  ;  they  must  be  fully  recognized  as  a  most  important  class  of  our 
yacht  fleet ;  of  especial  service  in  promoting  and  fostering  the  spirit  of 
yachting  and  yacht  sailing  ;  they  must  be  taken  from  their  obscurity  and 
assigned  that  position  which  their  great  utility  entitles  them  to. 

These  observations,  Mr.  Editor,  are  made  with  the  sole  desire  of  arooaing 
yachtsmen  to  further  exertions  ;  they  are  not  meant  in  favouritism  to 
any  particular  locality.  I  have  selected  St.  George's  Channel  because  I 
conceive  the  yacht  clubs  therein  existing  are  most  favourably  circum- 
stanced to  initiate  a  movement  of  this  kind  :  that  its  results  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  the  noble  sport  we  all  take  pride  in  excelling  in,  the 
greatest  caviller  cannot  deny. 

We  are  too  much  divided  in  the  management  and  pursuit  of  aqua^c 
sport;  greater  unity  should  exist,  and  we  should  be  bound  by  universal  laws 
and  regulations  :  is  it  not  absurd  to  see  thorough  good  yachtsmen  goings 
from  port  to  port,  meeting  each  other  on  the  high  seas,  and  passing  each 
other  by  as  utter  strangers  ;  we  do  not  all  advocate  the  "  hail-fellc  - 
well-met  I  "  intercourse,  but  think  that  a  better  understanding  amoo^  t 
yachtsmen  would  be  productive  of  an  interchange  of  useful  informatic  .• 
Surely  the  majority  of  us  do  not  cruise  from  Don  to  Beersheba  and  fi  1 
all  barren  ;  the  working  of  different  rigs,  the  cut  of  canvas,  the  rel&t  » 
merits  of  various  shaped  hulls,  ports,  harbours^  ^;,  and  a  thousand  ai    I 
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me  vokIM  and  interesting  raatten  might  be  profitably  discussed  during 
soeh  casual  meetings*;  but  no,  the  dull  routine  of  shore  etiquette  pervades 
the  sea  as  weQ  ;  and  many  a  time,  Mr.  Editor,  have  I  seen  yachtsmen 
carrying  the  same  bargee,  meet  and  pass  each  other  on  the  highway, 
without  even  exchanging  colours. 

Hoping  that  through  the  exertions  of  the  yachting  Magazine^  the 
time  is  approaching  when  every  good  yachtsman  may  be  enrolled  in  an 
erder  of  friendly  brotherhood,  for  the  protection  and  promotion  of  every* 
thing  conducive  to  the  greatest  and  noblest  pursuit  of  the  Brituh  people, 
I  leave  the  above  for  the  considemtien  of  its  readers. 


SAILING  IN  FL£ET. 


It  18  much  to  be  desired  that  Sailing  in  Fleet  should  occupy    more  of 
the  yachtsman's  attention  than  it  at  present  does;  if  we  but  seriously 
oonsider  the  great  advantages  resultant  therefrom,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  hitherto  one  of  the  finest  schools  for  instructioQ  in  nautical  science 
and  art  has  been  sadly  and  culpably  neglected?  We  have  seen  experimen- 
tal squadrons  sent  forth  upon  a  long  cruise  by  the  Admiralty  authorities 
IB  order  to  test  the  relative  speed  and  sea-going  debilities  of  the  vessels 
comprising  the  same  ;  even  these  experimental  squadrons  in  war  guise 
fitted :  are  so  few  and  far  between,  that  the  records  of  their  performan* 
ces  wear  more  the  tone  of  by-gone  legends,  than  present  age  information. 
Taditsmen  however  cannot  shield  themselves  under  the  just  excuse  of 
the  ^'Lords;'^  state  economy  has  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  their 
movements  ;  they  are  independent  of  the  fulminations  of  a  "Bright''  or 
a  ^Cobden,^  and  the  acumenof  a  Joe  Hume  would  scarcely  be  by  them 
sppreciated.     The  Tacht  Club  Fleet  of  the  United  Kingdom  might 
however  with  a  very  little  additional  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  yacht 
owners,  and  without  involving  them  in  extra  expenditure,  prove  the 
means  of  furnishing  much  valuable  statistical  information,  and  that  too 
without  at  all  interfering  with  their  pleasure  movements.    The  "Pleasure 
Navy,''  they  are  very  appropriately  designated:  but  it  should,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  pride  of  every  thorough  yachtsman  to  win  for  himself  a  some- 
liat  more  (Ustinguished  appellation  than  that  of  a  mere  votary  of  piea- 
ire. 

The  only  Tacht  Club  Fleets  that  we  have  any  public  record  of,  as 
golarly  sailing  in  squadron  are  those  of  the  Royal  Cork  Tacht  Club^ 
td  the  Royal  Western  Tacht  Club  of  Ireland:  we  hear  of  the  squadron 
ys  of  these  two  distinguished  Tacht  Clubs,  how  that  ten,  twelve^  or 
MO.  3. — VOL.  7.  T 
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twenty  aaii  proceeded  to  sea  at  such  an  hour,  and  manceuvred  most  sue* 
cessfuUy  under  the  command  of  Commodore  So-and-so,  and  there  the 
matter  ends:  we  have  no  details  of  what  these  manceuvres  consisted  in, 
whether  it  was  the  mere  school  boy  game  of  foUow-the-leader,  or  a 
regularly  digested  course  of  scientific  nautical  evolutions;  if  the  latter, 
then  these  clubs  deserve  immense  credit,  but  they  ought  to  be  somewhat 
more  generous,  and  give  their  brother  yachtsmen  the  benefit  of  their 
practical  workings.     Surely  in  this  cruising  in  fleet,  many,  if  not  all,  of 
the  great  problems  which  from  time  to  time  puzzle  both  sailor  and 
builder,  might,  if  not  quite  solved,  be  at  least  proportionately  developed; 
for  instance,  say  the  first  week  or  so  in  June,  a  good  fleet  is  organized 
upon  any  one  station;  well  two  or  three  days  suffices  to  lick  the  old  hands 
into  shape,  and  the  young  opes  will  learn  fast  enough,  from  the  laudable 
ambition  of  being  thought  old  hands:   therefore   once  the  routine  of 
making  or  shortening  sail,  keeping  station,  alteration  of  course,  or  posi- 
tion, by  signal  is  understood,  the  Commodore  or  other  officer  in  com- 
mand should  turn  his  attention   to   something  more  than  mere   field 
day  displays  ;  let  him  classify  his  vessels   according  to  their  tonnage 
and  sail   them  in  divisions;  then  sail  bluff  bowed  old  style  craft  against 
the  sharp  ones  ;  try  them  beating  to  windward  under  various  canvas  ; 
running,  reaching,  under  storm  canvas,  hove-to,  &c.  &c.,  so  as  to  test  the 
relative  merits  of  diflerent  builds,  under  all  circumstances  of  weather. 
.Such  a  system  would  insensibly    work  an  immense  amount  of  good 
amongst  yacht  owners  themselves.  Take  the  present  list  of  yacht  owners 
whose  names  adorn  the  pages  of  Hunts  Universal   Yacht  List^  select 
the  first  couple  of  dozen  names  out  of  ^very  page  that  you  may  chance 
to  open  ;  ask  these  gentlemen  how  they  would  handle  their  vessels  under 
various  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather  :  we  almost  fancy  we  can  hear 
the  majority  reply  with  that  dictatorial  air,  which  is  many  times  assumed 
to  disguise  ignorance  ;  "  Oh  we  never  bother  ourselves  about  that,  our 
Sailing  Master  does  it  all  for  us  !*'     A  creditable  admission  no  doubt» 
and  that  too  firom  some  who  oftentimes  we  have  heard  expatiating 
triumphantly  upon  close-reefed  try-sails,  storm-jibs,  and  lying-to  under 
balance  reefed  main-sails. 

Sailing  in  Fleet,  if  the  Commodore  in  command  is  anything  of  a  smart 
officer,  is  a  good  cutter  sailer,  and  knows  his  business,  will  make  smt  rt^ 
good,  and  practical  yachtsmen.  Tacht  owners  beg^n  to  see  that  th  »re 
is  something  more  to  be  done  than  merely  sitting  on  the  quarter  d  ck 
smoking  cigars  and  drinking  sherry;  they  begin  to  take  a  pride  in  see  ig 
their  vessels  smartly  handled;  their  apathy  to  the  acquirement  of  naut  ad 
information  vanishes  ;  unknown  to  themselves  they  are  learning  the  «  ay 
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things  oaght  to  be  done ;  and  some  fine  day  after  a  series  of  Fleet}  Sailings 
when  they  chance  to  fall  fonl  of  a  ^*  Johnny  Raw"  coming  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  a  feefing  of  gratification  arises  consequent  npon  the  redoodon 
of  theory  to  practice  ;  they  feel  that  they  know  a  deuced  sight  mora  of 
the  man  handling  part  of  the  business  than  the  sucking  Nelson  ;  and 
perhaps  they  may  mentally  interrogate  themselves  as  to  whether  they 
erer  talked  so  fbolis  ily,  when  they  rejoiced  in  a  like  ignorance. 

There  is  a  main  feature  with  regard  to  putting  yachts  through  their 
manoeuvres,  that  every  Flag  Officer  of  a  Royal  Yacht  Club  should  make 
Mmself  particularly  well  up  upon  ;  and  that  is  the  art  of  Signalling:  it 
may  appear  incredible,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  simple  though  it 
be^  yacht  owneriB,  sailing  masters,  and  crews  are  shamefully  ignorant  of 
it.  It  IS  an  excellent  plan  to  devote  an  odd  evening^s  exercise  to  sig^ 
nailing  at  the  moorings  ;  no  card  or  list  of  the  signals  you  are  going  to 
make  should  upon  such  occasions  be  circulated  ;  but  care  should  be  taken 
that  every  vessel  has  her  number  according  to  Httnfs  List,  delineated 
with  the  proper  flags  coloured,  upon  a  card,  and  placed  in  a  conspicuous 
place  near  the  Signal  box.  It  is  a  good  plan  also,  instead  of  hoisting 
the  .Blue  pendant  with  the  white  ball  over  the  numeral  flags  when 
making  a  vessels  number,  as  laid  down  in  Hunt^s  table  of  Flags,  to  hoist 
the  Club  Burgee  over  the  numerals,  thereby  at  once,  and  unmistakeably 
indicating  that  it  is  a  vessel's  number,  and  not  a  General  Signal  that  you 
are  making. 

This  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  mistake  when  you  want  to  ad- 
dress any  particular  vessel  ;  and  will  much  facilitate  individual  commu- 
nications, which  are  oftentimes  urgently  required  ;  and  are  from  the 
want  of  this  specific  designation,  as  often  erroneously  translated.  One 
would  scarcely  credit  the  beDeficial  efiects  Fleet  Cruising  has  in  sharp- 
ening up  an  indolent  crew  ;  we  have  seen  an  essentially  lazy  Sailing 
Master  transformed  in  a  short  week,  as  though  by  the  touch  of  a  magic 
wand,  into  an  out-and-out  Martinet,  and  a  crew  that  would  take  half  a 
day  under  ordinary  circumstances  to  get  a  craft  under  canvas,  rattle  her 
away  from  her  moorings  in  as  short  a  time  as  we  take  to  write  it ;  emu- 
lation amongst  crews  is  a  great  incentive  to  smartness,  and  Fleet  Sailing 
a    >ve  all  other  yachting  pastimes  tends  most  to  foster  it. 

rhe  grandest  display  of  a  Yacht  Fleet  which  we  have  a  record  of  is 
ti  kt  of  the  Review  at  Cherbourg  ;  that  indeed  was  coming  somewhat  up 
%  our  notions  on  this  point  What  a  pity  it  is  that  some  of  the  yacht 
c  bs,  the  genuine  salts  do  not  take  up  this  particular  department  of 
J  llting,  and  organize  an  annual  review.  The  Royal  Western  Yacht 
(    'b  of  Ireland  have  given  suffident  evidence  that  they  are  a  good, 
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pnuslioal,  working  yacht  olnb  ;  if»  as  we  are  infomied,  that  distingoishej 
Clab  the  Royal  St  George's  hold  their  regatta  this  year  at  £angstowD, 
their  hands  will  be  quite  foil  of  work  enough  to  earry  owt  their  regatta. 
Let  the  Royal  Westerns  therefore  tuni-^  and  organize  a  Grand  Ya<^ting 
Review  to  follow  up  this  regatta ;  there  ean  he  little  doubt  but  that  a 
numerous  fleet  will  assemble  this  season  at  Kingstown  ;  by  all  hands  it 
is  admitted  to  be  the  finest  Yacht  Station  m  the  three  kingdoms,  and:  if 
ihe  genmne  yachtsmen  of  these  waters  would  only  combine  their  opera- 
tions, they  might  make  Cowes  quake  for  its  yachting  reputation  :  as  it 
h  there  is  more  thorough  good  yacht  sailing  takes  place  in  the  Irish 
Channel,  beginning  at  Cork  and  running  up  into  Scottish  waters,  tbau 
in  any  other  section  of  British  waters.  We  do  not  mean  by  this  assertion 
to  cast  any  disparagement  upon  other  yacht  dubs  or  their  stati<ms  ;  but 
upon  one  or  two  occasions  we  hsTc  seen  observations  in  this  Magaaine 
wondering  how  it  was  that  so  many  yachting  exploits  were  chronicled 
from  these  waters,  and  so  few  elsewhere.  We  presume,  Mr,  Editor,  that 
your  pages  are  always  open,  fairly  and  impartially  to  all  yachtsmen,  and 
therefore  they  have  at  all  times  ample  opportunity  of  making  the  aquatic 
world  acquainted  with  such  proceedings  as  are  worthy  of  record.  Facts 
liowever  force  themselves,  however  unwelcome  upon  our  notice ;  and  we 
must  deduce  from  the  number  that  comes  before  us,  that  our  Nab-going 
Nelsons,  will,  unless  they  speedily  rouse  themselves,  be  totally  eclipsed 
in  yachting  knowledge,  by  their  more  energetic  brethren  of  the  Middle 
Seas.  We  have  before  mentioned  the  rumour  that  has  reached  ua  of 
the  Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club  being  about  to  hold  a  regatta  this 
year  in  the  splendid  Bay  of  Dublin  ;  if  the  programme  be  issued  early, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  such  a  favourite  cruise  has  this 
become  amongst  yachtsmen,  it  will  prove  far  more  attractive  than  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta  at  far-famed  Cowes. 

We  have  digressed  somewhat  from  our  subject :  it  was  however  with 
a  hope  of  forcing  it  upon  the  notice  of  the  many  yachtsmen  that  will  he 
sure  to  assemble  at  that  favoured  and  favourite  station*  A  better  day's 
sport  they  cannot  have  than  that  of  a  Squadron  day  :  only  just  fancy  a 
glorious  July  morning, — ^a  fresh  nor'-wester  blowing,  bright  sunshine 
and  clear  sky;  the  canvas  is  all  set.  and  some  fifty  smart  yachts  Te 
forging  ahead  of  their  moorings,  like  mettlesome  coursers  impatient  or 
a  start ;  then  come  the  fairy-like  gig^  flying  from  the  shore,  bearing  »ff 
fair  freights,  to  take  part  in  the  pleasures  of  the  day  ;  ibr  Fleet  Crnisi  \g 
above  all  other  branches  of  yachting,  aflbrds  ladies  delightful  pastim  >  ; 
it  is  near  the  hour  of  starting,  when  lo!  a  sharp  report,  the  white  smc  ke 
earls  up  in  fitful  rings,  and  five  black  balls  that  hung  mysteriously  at  *  be 
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Commodore's  mast-head,  burst  forth  like  brilliant  butterffies,  all  radiant 
in  gaudy  display;  'tis  the  signal  for  sea,  and  one  by  one  the  pretty  vessels 
drop  into  the  stations  assigned  to  them  with  all  the  regularity  of  well 
drilled  recruits.  Then  comes  the  signal  of  forming  in  line  abreast  of 
Commodore,  and  by  and  by  a  moving  wall  of  snowy  canvas  is  gliding 
noiselessly  over  the  ocean.  Again  the  bright  bunting  is  away  aloft,  and 
the  pretty  vessels  fly  quickly  into  line  again  on  a  wind  ;  this  time  the 
busy  b«m  of  voices  is  heard,  and  the  anxious  Signal-men  are  intently 
watching  the  Commodore,  for  the  blue  and  white  striped  flag  is  flying 
at  his  peak,  indicative  of  some  maneeuvre  to  be  performed  altogether  ; 
the  sigpal  at  length  flutters  to  the  breeze,  and  eager  eyes  read  the  anial 
borne  message  "  Bear  up  together,**  and  away  bound  the  merry  fleet ; 
joyous  laughter  resounding  ;  the  slow  ones  admonished,  and  the  quick 
crews  applauded. 

It  is.  Sir,  a  glorious  sight  to  witness  a  smart  well  handled  fleet  of 
Clipper  yachts  ;  and  we  do  hope  that  Fleet  Sailbg  will  be  more  attended 
to  than  it  has  been. 

Vasco  m  Gama. 


•ttt  Snitoc'n  ftociter« 

Sfubd  of  Yachts. 

Mb.  Editor. — I  have  read  with  great  pleasure  the  Article  by  Paliounis 

on  the  Speed  of  Yachts  in  your  last  number,  and  1  quite  agree  with  him  that 

their  speed  both  on  and  ofi'a  wind  is  generally  much  over  estimated.    Indeed 

I  think  the  author  is  himself  mistaken  in  attributing  so  high  a  speed  as  eight 

I        miles  to  windward  even  to  such  a  cutter  as  the  Mosquito.     It  is  a  well  known 

fact  that  the  faster  a  vessel  passes  through  the  water  when  close  hauled,  the 

more  she  will  diverge  from  the  wind;  and  if  in  the  match  of  the  30th  of  June 

i        1853,  the  Mosquito  on  her  return  from  the  Nore  really  advanced  through  the 

I        water  at  the  rate  of  eleven  miles  an  hour,  the  angle  she  must  have  made  with 

the  wind  could  not  have  been  less  than  50^  37'  or  4^  points.     On  such  a 

eourae  her  progress  to  windward  would  have  been  about  7  miles  an  hour.     I 

I        am  inclined  to  think  however  that  she  could  not  when  close-hauled  have  gone 

«i«Ten  miles  an  hour  through  the  water,  and  that  the  fact  of  her  accomplish- 

g;  the  distance  of  thirty-one  miles  from  the  Nore  to  Erith  in  the  time  stated, 

I  i :  three  hours  and  seventeen  minutes,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  fiict  Palinurus 

I  ems  to  have  overlooked,  viz:  that  the  course  up  the  Thames  is  full  of  turns 

lI  bends,  corresponding  to  the  Reaches  of  the  river,  and  that  therefore  the 

'  isquito  was  probably  only  close  hauled  a  very  small  part  of  the  distance 

led  in  returning  to  Erith  from  the  Nore.    I  doubt  much  if  six  miles  to 

'odward  could  be  got  out  of  ou^  fastest  cutters  with  the  wind  dead  on  end. 
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PalinuruB  allades  to  the  defects  of  the  cotter  rig,  although  he  Admits  th^t 
it  is  the  best  for  runniog,  reaching,  and  working  to  windward  that  we  have* 
Unquestionably  it  admits  of  improvement,  but  I  would  venture  to  hint,  that 
its  defects  are  not  so  great  as  your  Correspondent  makes  them  out  to  be, 
when  be  states  that  ^*the  lower  part  of  the  mainsail  is  between  one  and  two 
points  off  the  line  of  the  vessel's  motion,  whereas  the  gaff  is  between  three 
and  four.*'  If  the  vessels  course  be  an  angle  of  45^,  that  is  four  points  from 
the  wind,  and  the  gaff  is  between  three  and  four  points  to  leeward  of  this, 
it  must  form  an  angle  of  between  80®  or  90^,  that  is  nearlj  a  right  angle  with 
the  wind  which  seems  to  me  simply  impossible. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  short  gaffs  and  high  peaked  sails  were 
the  best  remedy  for  the  defect  above  mentioned. 

I  remain,  yours  &c. 

N  A  OTIC  us. 

Taght  Measvebmbnt. 
Wb  have  received  several  letters  on  this  subject,  urging  the  necessity  of 
making  an  effort  to  obtain  an  indisputable  system  of  admeasurement,  by 
offering  a  prize  as  suggested  in  the  January  number  of  our  Magazine,  for 
*'the  best  practichble  method  of  admeasurement  worthy  of  adoption  by  every 
Tacht  Club  in  England  "  We  subjoin  two  of  those  letters,  the  others  in 
our  next  number, 

Pltftnovth,  February  26M,  1856. 
Mr.  Editor. — As  you  stated  in  your  last  number  that  you  would  be  thankful 
to  receive  the  opinions  of  yachtsmen  upon  the  subject  of  admeasurement,  as 
connected  with  the  project  of  offering  a  prize  for  the  best  practical  scheme,  I 
beg  to  offer  the  following  remarks  for  consideration. 

No  one  will  deny  that  we  are  very  much  in  want  of  an  indisputable  and 
universal  system  of  tonnage  admeasurement  of  racing  yachts.  Then  comes 
the  question,  how  is  it  to  be  obtained  ?  The  author  of  the  article  in  your 
January  number  says,  **  by  offering  a  prize  of  100  guineas."  Now  it  is  well 
known  that  a  prize  of  that  value  would  induce  the  most  talented  yacht 
builders  and  scientific  yachtsmen  to  put  their  algebraic  skill  to  the  test.  It 
appears  there  can  be  no  very  great  difficulty  in  discovering  such  a  system  as 
that  sought  for ;  in  fact  it  looks  so  much  like  an  easy  calculation  I  am  almost 
convinced  the  plan  would  prove  successful.  Look  at  the  immense  competition 
there  always  is  when  prizes  of  the  kind  are  offered  for  the  best  display  of 
talent.  Look  at  the  many  difficulties  that  have  been  overcome  by  such 
means,  and  the  great  beneficial  results.  I  apprehend  there  would  not  be  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  raising  so  small  a  sum  amongst  the  members  of  the 
various  Tacht  Clubs ;  and  unless  some  effort  is  made,  and  that  very  shortly 
I  believe  with  the  Editor  of  your  Magazine  that  yacht  racing  will  be  at  a 
discount.  Here  then  is  a  remedy  at  hand  which  requires  but  a  small  impetus 
to  set  it  going,  and  then  it  will  work  it's  own  way, 

I  have  talked  the  subject  over  with  several  yachtsmen,  and  two  or  three 
builders,  all  of  whom  highly  approve  of  it ;  some  have  avowed  their  intention 
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of  oompeting  for  the  prize,  should  it  be  offered,  and  I  assure  you  they  are 
men  of  no  mean  abilities. 

I  strongly  urge  the  members  of  the  London  Yacht  Clubs  to  take  a  little 
pains  with  the  subject,  and  call  an  early  meeting  to  discuss  it.  We  look  to 
the  Metropolitan  Yachtsmen  as  our  oracle  in  these  matters ;  feeling  sure 
that  if  the  proposition  is  really  worthy  of  notice,  they  will  not  be  behind  hand 
in  bringing  it  forward. 

I  am  the  owner  of  two  yachts,  one  of  which  is  a  racing  craft,  and  directly  I 
hear  that  a  list  is  open  for  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  alluded  to,  shall  add 
my  name  to  it. 

I  am,  &c., 

To  the  Editor  of  H.Y  M.  A  YACHTSMitM. 


Yacht  Mbasurembht  and  the  Proposed  Prize  of  100  Guineas. 

Erith,  February  Uth,  1856. 
Mr.  Editor. — Having  read  the  article  on  this  subject  in  the  Yachting  Mag" 
axine  for  January,  and  also  a  letter  by  "  Elderly  Nicholas  "  in  the  February 
number;  I  beg  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  them.  And  first  as  to  the 
proposed  prize :  I  conceive  that  it  is  an  admirable  suggestion,  and  the  only 
means  of  obtaining  the  desirable  object  of  one  universal  system  of  tonnage 
admeasurement  for  racing  yachts.  I  quite  agree  with  the  projector  of  the 
scheme  that  it  is  disgraceful  to  the  promoters  of  yacht  racing  to  go  on  from 
year  to  year,  without  making  an  effert  to  remedy  so  grievous  an  evil.  I  am 
the  owner  of  a  small  racing  yacht,  and  have  felt  the  inconvenience  of  the 
different  systems  adopted  by  the  various  Yacht  Clubs ;  and  have  heard  others 
exclaim  bitterly  against  it. 

You  will  excuse  me  if  I  remark,  that  I  felt  somewhat  surprised  that  you 
abould  have  inserted  so  empty  and  puerile  a  letter  upon  the  subject,  as  that 
by  "  Elderly  Nicholas."  There  is  absolutely  notf>ingin  it ;  whilst  the  article 
he  attacks  with  so  little  discretion,  is  well  written ;  and  the  author  of  it 
deserves  at  least  a  fiiir  share  of  credit  for  so  valuable  a  suggestion,  whether 
canied  out  or  not. 

I  sincerely  hope  the  snbject  may  be  revived  in  the  approaching  number  of 
yoor  Qseful  Magazine,  for  it  is  through  the  medium  of  its  columns  alone, 
that  we  are  to  look  for  redress  in  our  present  deplorable  condition.  With 
many  apologies  for  thus  trespassing  upon  your  pages. 

I  am,  &c., 

To  ike  EdUor  qf  H.  Y.M.  A  Thames  Yachtsmab. 

nth  regard  to  a  '*  Thames  Yachtsman's  '*  observation  as  to  his  surprise  at 
ir  inserting  **  Elderly  Nicholas's  "  letter,  we  beg  to  remark  that  we  did  so, 
at  the  subject  might  be  discussed.  We  have  before  stated  that  our  columns 
?  open  to  all  yachtsmeo»  and  we  invite  them  to  discuss  these  subjects  in 
r  pages :  but  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  remarks  which  may  be 
de  in  those  letters.  If  anything  very  objectionable  is  dbcovered  in  them 
» should  refhse  to  insert  them. — ^Ed. 
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February  5th.— The  Little  Mosqaito  arrired  at  Soutkampton  from  Lcmdoa 
to  be  altered  by  her  builder,— Hatcher,  It  is  proposed  to  give  her  a  raking 
stern-post,  which  will  lengthen  her  about  8  feet  on  deck.  She  will  then  be  just 
under  8  tons  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  measurement. 

Feb.  12th.— The  Caiman  schooner  yacht  of  72  tons  was  put  up  for  Sale  by 
Auction,  and  after  some  spirited  bidding  was  knocked  down  for  iS850,her 
purchaser  is  Ormsby  Rose,  Esq.,  cf  Dublin. 

G.  F.  Chatterton,  Esq.,  has  lately  purchased  the  Somnambula. 

The  DiaTolo  15  tons  has  at  length  found  a  new  owner  in  G.  James,  Esq.,  of 
Bidgway,  near  Southampton. 

The  Czarina,  T.  F.  Bt^iley,  Esq.,  met  with  an  accident  in  the  Bay  of  Bisoay, 
which  nearly  preyed  fatal  to  two  of  her  crew. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOB  MARCH. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  fh>m,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
morn.affcer. 


h.  m. 
7  42 
9  2 

dlO  40 

4 
5 


0  42 

1  85 

2  22 

3  5 


h.  m 

8  15 

9  50 
11  80 

0  10 

1  10 

2  0 

2  4J^ 

3  25 


Ifl 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


45 
25 
5 
45 
80 
15 


3 
4 
5 
5 
6 
7 

8  25 

10  2 

I7|ll  85 

0  15 

1  10 

1  50 

2  20 

2  50 

3  20 

3  45 

4  10 

4  40 

5  10 
281  5  45 
291  6  25 

7  20 
(81|  8  42 


5 
48 
25 

5 
52 
45 


4 

4 
5 
6 
6 
7 

9  15 
10  50 

0  45 

1  30 

2  5 

2  85 

3  3 
8  30 
8  58 


h.  m 

Aberystwith add  5  23* 

Alderney 4  38 

Bantry  Bay «...  1 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  28 

Dartmouth 8  58 

Dudgeon  Light....  5  23 

Eddystcne 8  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 8  48 

Torbay 8  58 

Waterford 3  43 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby I  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeuz .~sv  4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 8  53 

lSr6St*..M...»..M..*  ...•  1  99 


Aberdeen 

Aldborough 

Belfast 

Brighton 

Carnaryon.... 

Cowes  

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone... 

Foreland,  North... 
Foreland,  South  .. 

Grayesend 

Greenwich. 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour  ^ 

Ipswich. 

Kentish  Knock  ... 

Lowestoft.. 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth 

Sheemess 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads . 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Hayre  de  Grace... 

Ostende. 

Honfleur 

New  York. 


h. 

Bub  0  56 
3 
4 
2 
4 
3 
2 
8 
8 
2 
2 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
8 
2 
0 
2 
1 
2 
4 
6 
9 
3 

4    16 
1     12 


23 
9 

29 

47 

22 

55 

17 

87 

22 

47 

37 

20 

37' 

59 

7 

87 
37 

2 
58 
27 
98 
27 
37 
97 
19 


87 


TO  C0BBE8P0NDENTB. 

*•  YoxjKO  Noah,"  «*  Ralph  Rattliit,"  **  Taa  Shootiiig  Yacht,"  in  oor  next 
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THE  APPROACHING  YACHTING  SEASON. 

Thb  yachting  season  ^of  1856  is  redundant  with  prospects  of  the 
fiuiest  hue.  It  is  many  years  since  we  could  sit  down  with  so  many 
fiiir  prognostications  before  us  as  now.  The  joyful  tidings  of  Peace, 
which  hare  so  recently  been  announced^  are  likely  to  be  welcomed 
with  one  of  the  most  brilliant  seasons  that  it  has  been  our  pleasure 
to  witness  for  many  years  past. 

The  clippers  of  past  years,  will  this  season  find  new  competitors  at 
every  station.  The  ballast  heaving  machines  are  to  be  condemned 
and  excluded  from  match  sailing,  and  another  still  more  important 
step  is  again  on  the  tapis;  and  although  undecided  at  present,  it  is 
eoofidently  anticipated  strenuous  exertions  will  be  made  to  establish 
a  uniformity  of  tonnage  admeasurement. 

Several  yacht  clubs  have  held  their  annual  spring  meeting,  and 
nuuie  arrangements  for  the  usual  sailing  matches;  and  in  many 
instances  upon  a  more  extended  scale  than  formerly.  The  River 
Thames  matches  are  liberally  arranged,  and  some  splendid  sport  is 
anticipated  from  amongst  the  numerous  popular  yacht  clubs  that 
aeriris.to  enliven  the  waters  of  that  noble  river :  great  preparations  are 
in  hand,  and  several  matches  are  already  fixed  to  take  place,  as  will 
be  seen  on  reference  to  our  calender  At  the  end.  The  schooner  match 
KO.  4. — ^TOI-  V.  u 
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this  year  is  to  be  a  time  race,  as  it  ought  always  to  have  been.  The 
allowance  of  a  quarter  of  a  minute  per  ton  is  an  inducement  to  smaller 
vessels  to  enter  against  the  larger  ones,  and  we  are  fully  confident  d 
the  good  policy  of  the  alterations.  It  was  before,  a  great  stumbUng 
block  to  the  success  of  the  Thames  schooner  match ;  for  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  yachts  of  fipom  fifty  to  eighty  tons  would  enter 
against  such  a  huge  competitor  as  the  Shark.  Several  small  schoo- 
ners have  already  avowed  their  intention  of  contesting  in  the  match, 
if  it  oe  a  time  race  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  the  best 
schooner  match  that  has  been  sailed  on  the  Thames. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  is  rapidly  rising  to  eminence.  A 
challenge  cup  of  the  value  of  fifty  guineas  is  this  year  to  be  sailed 
for  by  small  yachts  of  any  Yacht  Club,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
race  as  proposed,  are  most  sailor-like  and  inviting.  No  shifting 
ballast  is  to  be  allowed ;  no  centre-board  or  sliding  keel.  But  rig, 
form  of  hull,  and  canvas,  is  unrestricted  and  unlimited.  This  match 
will  assuredly  be  an  excellent  one,  and  some  highly  spirited  sailing 
will  probably  be  witnessed  on  the  occasion. 

The  r^ttas  in  St.  George's  Channel  have  long  been  famed  for 
genuine  match-sailing,  but  this  year  the  arrangements  in  that  quarter 
are  more  inviting  than  ever  :  and  the  champion  yacht  of  the  Irish 
Channel  will  probably  find  her  equal,  'ere  the  season  ef  18B6  has 
expired,  and  if  so  the  builder  who  turns  out  a  yacht  of  equal  tonnage 
to  wrench  her  laurels  from  her,  deserves  considerable  credit ;  the 
Cymba  having  maintained  her  superiority  and  her  character  of  cham- 
pion of  the  Irish  Channel  for  three  years  past.  She  has  never  yefc 
been  beaten,  and  it  must  be  a  vessel  of  no  mean  pretensions  that  can 
do  it  this  year. 

Several  splendid  regattas  are  likely  to  take  place  on  the  Irish 
Coast,  and  a  match  for  the  Corinthian  cup :  the  yachts  to  lie  sailed 
and  manned  as  before,  entirely  by  yachtsmen. 

At  Plymouth  no  very  great  things  can  be  expected,  the  financial 
affairs  of  that  club  not  being  in  the  most  flourishing  condition :  a 
regatta  will  however  be  held  there  in  August. 

The  Cowes  and  Southampton  regattas  it  is  hoped,  will  be  under 
more  efficient  management  than  last  year ;  we  have  not  yet  been 
favoured  with  a  report  of  their  intended  proceedings,  but  antie^al# 
much  good  sport  in  that  locality  during  the  season. 

It  is  rumoured  that  a  regatta  is  to  be  held  at  Brighton  this  year 
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opoQ  a  move  extended  scale  than  fonnerly^  and  a  prize  is  to  be  offered 
for  first  class  cutters  of  any  Royal  Yacht  Club. 

We  are  always  pleased  to  record  the  p^ormances  of  the  Harwich 
Tacht  Club :  possessing  as  it  does  advantages  unequalled  by  any  on 
the  Eastern  Coast ;  Harwich  Harbour  ranks  highly  as  a  yachting 
station.  It  is  besides,  within  a  convenient  and  agreeable  day's 
cruise  of  the  Thames ;  and  one  and  all  of  the  London  yachtsmen 
appear  to  have  a  respect  for  the  old  harbour  and  its  vagaries.. 
Preparations  have  long  been  afloat  forj  rendering  the  Harwich 
regatta  of  this  year  as  attractive  as  any  of  its  predecessors.  From 
Harwich  we  usually  extend  our  cruise  to  Lowestoft,  the  prettiest  and 
most  fiishionable  little  watering  place  on  the  coast :  all  is  genuine 
sea-going  work  there ;  no  smooth  water  or  river  sailing ;  but, 

•*  The  wide,  the  unbounded  prospect  lies  before  us. 
The'  shadows,  ckrads  and  darkness  rest  upon  it." 

The  Lowestoft  Begatta  is  always  well  attended;  and  the  schooner 
match,  and  the  numerous  cutter  matches  are  very  attractive.  The 
day  of  the  regatta  is  not  yet  decided  on,  but  it  generally  follows  a  few 
days  after  Harwich,  the  members  of  the  Lowestoft  Regatta  Commit- 
tee will  do  well  to  arrange  their  schooner  matches  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  schoon^  match  in  the  Thames;  for  it  is  only  by  making  it  a 
time  race  that  a  good  entry  can  be  expected. 

From  Lowestoft  we  "up  peak*'  and  away  for  the  Humber ;  where 
one  or  two  excellent  regattas  are  annually  held:  Mr.  James  Gtxxlson 
was  very  successftil  there  last  season  with  his  yacht  the  Avalon. 
From  the  Humber  we  generally  part  friends  with  some  of  the  coast- 
ing yachts  which  go  on  to  the  Scarborough  and  Wliitby  Regattas ; 
whilst  we  dash  across  the  North  Sea  to  the  Scheldt ;  and  try  our 
lack  at  Antwerp ;  where  a  first-rate  regatta  is  held  every  year ;  and 
as  the  Duke  de  Brabant  and  the  Count  de  Flandres  are  both  par- 
takers in  aquatic  sports,  and  are  recently  elected  members  of  the 
Thames  Yacht  Club,  some  superior  sailing  matches  may  be  antici- 
pj  »d  at  Antwerp.  Boulogne  is  usually  the  last  regatta  we  have  to 
n  ord.  There  would  have  been  no  lack  of  sport  in  the  harbour  last 
ji  r  had  there  been  more  wind.  But  this  year;  what  with  the  birth 
ni  I  prince!  the  recent  announcement  of  peace!  a  popular  govern- 
m  aty  and  a  mare  popular  Emperor !  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
IE  re  canvas  and  bunting  will  be  fljring  at  Boulogne  this  season  than 
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has  ever  befoie  been  displayed  on  the  occasion  of  a  regatta  in  that 
harbour. 

Doubtless,  many  of  the  cruising  class  of  yachtsmen,  whose  indinar- 
tions  are  bent  on  visiting  the  seat  of  war,  will  not  be  deterred  by  the 
announcement  of  peace,  from  gratifying  their  curiosity  by  a  peep 
behind  the  battered  walls  of  Russian  fortresses.  Sebastapol  and  Ae 
Crimea  will  ever  be  an  inviting,  but  a  mournful  anchorage  to  British 
yachtsmen.  Few  there  are  who  had  not  some  brave  friend  or  rela- 
tive in  that  memorable  campaign;  and  few  amongst  that  few  who 
mourn  not  for  heroes,  whose  last  blood  stained  that  gory  land,  the 
bravest  of  the  brave  lie  mouldering  there :  for  the  noblest  deeds  of 
victory  are  dearest  bought.  Think  on  the  gallant  hearts  that  lie  be- 
neath that  gory  turf.  Think,  yachtsmen,  think,  when  yon  tread  the 
soil  where  warriors  fought,  on  the  youth  and  vigour  that  fell  proAisely 
there,  and  profit  by  these  thoughts,  and  that  inclination  which  led 
you  to  the  Crimea  on  a  summer's  cruize. 

Our  friend  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Hughes  will  probably  r^oin  his  little 
Pet  in  the  Baltic,  where  he  left  her  last  Autumn:  but  if  peace  is  to 
be  permanent,  he  will  lack  the  supply  of  naval  anecdotes  to  furnish 
the  nautical  public  with  another  volume  of  his  perilous  adventures. 


ON  SHIFTING  BALLAST. 

In  several  communications  to  the  Yachting  Magazine  there  has 
lately  appeared  a  most  illogical  attack  upon  the  practice  of  trinmiing 
ballast  during  a  yacht  race,  in  fact  shifting  ballast  is  unhesitatingly 
set  down  as  the  one  great  evil  of  the  racing  system,  now  I  am  by  no 
means  an  advocate  for  trimming,  but  I  cannot  altogether  subscribe  to 
the  wholesale  condemnation  it  has  met  with.  If  I  understand  rightlj 
the  objections  to  the  practice  are;  1st,  that  it  begets  an  indifferent  class 
of  yachts:  2nd,  that  the  cabins  are  torn  to  pieces  by  shifting  ballast. 
Let  us  deal  with  these  questions  separately;  first  then  we  must  deter- 
mine what  is  a  bad  yacht  ?  Is  it  a  crank  one  ?-— or  a  slow  one?— or 
narrow  one?-— or  a  wide  one? — or  in  what  combination  of  qualities 
does  the  badness  consist  ?  One  correspondent  seems  to  point  at  the 
"long  lean-ribbed  clipper"  as  his  idea  of  a  bad  yacht  and  that  the 
perfiaction  of  yachts  is  one  that  is  "long  and  beamy,  with  moderata 
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drau^t  of  water  aft,  &c."  But  is  he  aware  that  the  shifting*ballast 
which  he  considers  to  be  essential  to  the  speed  of  the  former  craft  is 
of  yeij  little  consequence  to  her,  while  it  is  of  vital  importance  to 
the  latter.  It  requires  no  argument  to  show  that  a  ton  of  ballast 
diifted  across  a  platfoirm  six  feet  wide,  must  have  greater  effect  upon 
the  stiffness  then  when  the  same  weight  is  moved  only  three  or  four 
feet  If  then  a  "beamy"  craft  is  desirable,  surely  trimming  ballast 
should  not  only  be  permitted  but  promoted,  as  her  stability  is  so 
greatly  increased  by  a  little  assistance  in  her  weather  locker.  But 
if  it  is  required  to  increase  the  stiffness  of  a  deep  sharp  yacht,  she 
flhoidd  have  a  heavy  keel  and  leaden  balkst,  leaving  the  trimmers 
alone.  Hence  arises  a  natural  question.  If  these  "lean  ribbed 
dippers,*'  are  bad  yachts,  is  not  the  introduction  of  lead  ballast 
quite  as  likely  to  beget  bad  vessels  as  trimming  ballast?  I  think 
that  neither  have  much  to  do  with  the  form  of  the  vessels,  but  as  a 
matter  of  racing,  the  lead  ballast  is  far  more  destructive  of  sport  than 
the  trimming,  because  few  yachts  have  lead,  whilst  every  one  can  trim 
something.  Is  it  moreover  so  very  certain  that  the  broad  yacht  is 
die  best?  If  so,  certainly  trimming  ought  to  be  countenanced.  One 
thing  is  quite  plain,  viz:  that  a  broad  yacht  can  by  trimming  be  made 
to  cany  sails  far  larger  than  she  would  otherwise  use;  whereas  the 
duirp  narrow  vessel  receives  so  small  an  increase  to  her  stability  from 
shii&g  balljust  that  she  will  not  thereby  be  enabled  to  carry  other 
^  her  legitimate  canvas. 

With  regard  to  the  second  objection,  viz:  the  knocking  about  the 
^in;  the  fault  generally  lies  with  those  who  allow  ballast  to  be  shifted 
^out  due  preparation.  If  the  cabin  is  properly  arranged  for  the 
pvpoae,  no  damage  whatever  is  likely  to  occur;  but  when  a  man  starts 
Iris  jacht  in  a  race,  and  allows  ballast  to  be  trimmed  into  his  lockers, 
without  removing  any  part  of  his  cherished  fancy  work,  he  must 
^^pect  to  see  it  more  or  less  chipped,  as  a  shot  bag  is  not  exactly 
c^cnlated  to  put  a  lustre  on  French  polish.  I  coidd  name  a  vessel 
to  which  probably  more  ballast  has  been  shifted  than  in  any  other, 
uQt  though  she  is  now  in  her  tenth  or  eleventh  year  the  original  paint 
^  as  scatheless  as  the  day  she  went  afloat,  "  ordinary  wear  and  tear 
Wttcted."  This  yacht  was  fitted  for  trimming  operations  in  the  fol- 
*»nig  manner.  The  sofa  lockers  were  made  of  a  strong  plank,  about 
H  inch  thick,  securely  knee'd  to  the  vessel's  side.  The  ornamental 
:-^t  to  these  lockers  was  fastened  to  them  by  means  of  laige  brass 
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thumb  screws  from  the  inside.  The  buffets  fitted  on  the  locker 
boards,  and  were  fastened  to  them  and  to  the  vesseFs  side  with  screws. 
By  this  arrangement  all  the  fancy  work  could  be  removed  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  the  shot  bags  thrown  from  locker  to  locker  without 
damage  to  the  elegant  paint  of  the  cabin.  Without  some  such  pre- 
paration much  injury  must  be  done  to  the  sofas  and  buffets  of  a  cabin 
by  trimming  ballast, — and  so  far  the  practice  is  one  that  should  be 
discountenanced. 

There  are  other  arguments  of  a  very  different  nature  against  shift- 
ing ballast  I  know  that  many  of  your  readers  will  smile  when  I 
declare  my  conviction,  that  in  many  cases  yachts  are  made  to  sail 
slower  by  it ;  but  an  extensive  experience  has  led  me  to  form  tiu& 
opinion.  In  a  vessel  which  can  stay  quickly,  four  men  are  supposed 
to  be  able  to  trim  a  ton  and  a  half  of  shot,  but  I  never  knew  more 
than  half  of  this  weight  to  be  thrown  over  before  the  vessel  was  rounds 
the  consequence  is  that  she  falls  over,  stays  sluggishly,  and  hangs^ 
some  time  before  she  gets  good  way  on  again.  The  last  twenty  bags 
or  so  are  terribly  heavy,  and  go  over  but  slowly,  consequently  vheor 
working  with  very  short  tacks  the  vessel  does  not  acquire  her  full 
speed  before  *^  Sout  ho,  over  with  the  ballast*'  is  the  cry:  once  more 
she  turns  slu^shly,  falls  over  and  just  steadies  herself  in  time  to  go 
through  the  same  ceremony.  This  is  very  bad  work,  and  nothing 
but  the  most  thoughtless  and  blind  experience  can  permit  a  vessel's^ 
speed  to  be  thus  cramped.  If  instead  of  30  cwt.  half  a  ton  only  were 
shifted,  and  the  remaining  ton  placed  amidships,  the  vessel  will  work 
quicker  and  sail  better. 

In  a  broad  yacht,  perhaps  the  ballast  nrnst  be  trimmed,  or  she  will 
not  carry  her  sail:  in  a  deep  yacht  it  should  be  carefully  considered 
whether  trimming  under  the  above  circumstances  is  to  be  recom- 
mended at  all. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  by  no  means  advocate 
trimming  ballast,  I  merely  wish  to  show  that  its  denouncers  have 
started  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  argmnent, — they  wish  to  improve  the 
form  of  yachts,  and  insinuate  that  shifting  ballast  is  the  cause  of  the 
supposed  &ult9  of  the  present  clippers,  whereas,  I  believe,  that  the 
clippers  when  brought  into  competition  with  broad  floored  yachts 
can  well  afford  to  leave  their  shot  bags  ashore  :  on  the  whole  it  is 
certainly  advisable  to  do  away  with  the  practice,  as  it  seriously  intern- 
feres  with  some  people's  cabin  arrangements,  and  if  disoontinuedf 
surely  the  clippers  ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain.  M.  P. 


147 


ON  THE  DEVIATION  OF  THE  COMPASS. 

Thb  deviation  of  the  compass  caused  by  local  attraction  is  a  subject 
in  which  all  nautical  men  are  deeply  interested,  and  it  is  one  which 
yachtsmen  are  too  much  disposed  to  overlook.  The  owner  of  an 
iron  yacht  probably  feels  some  anxiety  on  this  important  point,  and 
has  his  vessel  swung  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  have  a  table  always 
prepared,  when  he  leaves  port  for  a  cruise,  which  will  enable  him  to 
correct  the  error.  But  the  extraordinary  fact  that  a  table  of  errcnr 
prepared  for  one  latitude  ceases  to  be  of  use  in  another,  renders 
dds  a  very  imperfect  remedy.  Even  yachts  built  of  wood  are  it  is 
found  liable  to  serious  errors  in  their  compasses,  from  the  quanti^ 
of  iron  used  for  ballast.  We  know  a  recent  instance,  when  a  vessel 
rf  this  description  in  steering  for  the  Scaw,  in  a  cruise  last  summer 
to  the  Baltic,  was  no  less  than  forty  miles  out  of  her  reckoning  from 
such  an  error;  making  the  land  to  tihe  south  of  Hantsholmen  light, 
where  the  unfortunate  Polyphemus  was  recently  lost,  very  possibly 
from  a  similar  cause. 

It  has  indeed  always  been  in  the  power  of  navigators  to  discover 
ihis  deviation,  even  at  sea,  by  means  of  an  azimuth  compass,  by  taking 
an  asdmutji  or  amplitude  of  the  sun,  but  this  requires  considerable 
powers  of  calculation,  and  also  a  sufficiently  dear  horizon  to  enable 
die  observer  to  get  a  correct  altitude  of  the  sun.  A  recent  inven- 
tion by  Mr.  Andrew  Small  of  Glasgow,  has  however  rendered  this 
difficult  observation  comparatively  simple,  and  easily  made  whenever 
a  glimpse  of  the  sun  can  be  obtamed.  The  very  ingenious  instrument 
by  which  this  most  desirable  end  is  accomplished  consists  of  the  fol- 
kming  paits : — 

L— A  true  meridian  circle  which  is  graduated  from  0  to  90  de- 
grees, and  marked  **  True  Meridian  '*  on  one  side,  and  *'  Latitude  ** 
on  the  other. 

IL — ^An  equatorial  circle,  on  which  is  graduated  the  hours  from 
noon  or  meridian,  and  marked  on  each  side  of  the  meridian  circle 
"Time  from  Meridian." 

ITT. — ^A  moveable  hour  circle,  which  can  be  set  to  any  hour  cir- 
cle by  means  of  the  equatorial  one.  This  circle  is  slit  along  its 
centre,  by  which  means  each  quadrant  of  it  serves  as  a  sight  vane 
fiur  taking  either  celestial  objects  or  bearings  of  headlands,  lights,  &c.: 
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it  has  also  a  plain  segmental  piece  attached  to  it  for  securing  the 
shadow  of  a  style. 

IV. — ^A  style  or  pin  which  is  used  for  casting  a  shadow  on  the 
plain  segmental  part  of  the  hour  circle. 

y. — ^These  three  circles  and  the  sc^ental  piece  being  fastened 
together  are  attached  to  a  horizontal  circle,  which  is  graduated  all 
round  to  degrees,  and  marked  from  0"*  to  90^  on  the  right  and  left  d 
the  meridian.  This  is  termed  the  "  Dumb  Oompass,"  and  can  be 
fireel  J  turned  round  in  the  compass  bowl,  or  fixed  in  any  direction  by 
two  screws.  The  compass  bowl  is  suspended  horizontally  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Y£. — ^Two  small  magnets  which  can  be  attached  to  the  meridian 
line  to  reduce  the  error  if  required. 

The  instrument  is  constructed  upon  the  following  principles  :-^ 
Suppose  the  earth  to  be  represented  by  a  hollow  transparent  globet> 
with  the  hour  circles  marked  upon  it,  and  revolving  upon  an  opaque 
axis ;  consequently  when  one  half  of  any  hour  circle  is  directed  to 
the  sun,  the  shadow  of  the  axis  will  fall  on  the  opposite  half  of  the 
second  circle. 

The  same  object  is  attained  by  allowing  a  line  of  light  to  pass 
through  the  slit  along  the  centre  of  the  hour  circle  of  the  instrument 
instead  of  a  shadow.  The  apparent  time  at  ship,  and  latitude  being 
approximately  known,  and  the  latter  being  set  by  the  latitude  line, 
the  former  by  the  equatorial,  and  all  turned  in  the  compass  bowl 
until  the  sun  be  seen  through  both  slits  in  the  hour  circle ;  the  true 
meridian  is  then  determined  without  any  calculation,  and  the  enor 
of  the  compass  shown  according  as  the  needle  is  drawn  to  the  right 
or  left* 

An  observation  of  the  moon  or  of  a  star  will  answer  the  same  end, 
but  the  meridian  distance  of  the  same  must  be  found  according  to 
the  rule  in  None,  or  any  other  work  on  Navigation. 

The  deviation  being  once  known  many  modes  of  correcting  it  have 
been  suggested.  One  plan,  and  that  the  most  common,  is  by  swing- 
ing the  ship,  and  preparing  a  table  of  the  deviation  from  the  different 
points  of  the  compass  has  been  already  alluded  to.  Another  is  to 
correct  the  deviation  by  means  of  fixed  magnets  placed  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  compass,  but  both  these  plans  are  objectionable 
from  the  fact  that  the  ship^s  magnetism  alters  at  sea,  partly  from  the 
latitude,  and  partly  from  the  course  on  which  the  vessel  sails  for  any 
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'  length  of  time.  A  vessel  going  to  India  by  the  ordinary  route  is 
chiefly  on  an  easterly  course,  and  in  consequence  alters  her  mag- 
netism before  the  end  of  her  yoyage  considerably.  A  continu- 
ance of  heavy  weather,  or  a  blow  from  another  vessel  will  alter 
the  deviation,  and  cause  a  new  adjustment  of  the  magnets,  or  re- 
quire a  fresh  table  to  be  constructed.  Mr.  Small  has  in  addi- 
tion to  the  compass  before  described  invented  a  binnacle,  which 
by  means  of  several  magnets  moved  at  pleasure,  adjusting  screws 
placed  in  the  binnacle^  enables  the  master  to  correct  the  local 
deviation  whenever  an  alteration  as  shown  by  the  correcting  com- 
pass is  required. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allan,  Civil  Engineer,  formerly  of  Edinburgh, 
but  now  of  1,  Adelphi  Terrace,  Strand,  has  in  a  recent  pamphlet 
on  ship's  compasses,  thrown  out  some  most  valuable  hints  on  the 
best  means  of  correcting  deviation.  The  first  plan  he  proposes, 
is,  in  swinging  the  ship,  to  place  her  keel,  or  rather  the  ascertained 
deviation  of  the  ship's  magnetism  in  a  line,  say  N.E.  He  then 
proposes  to  describe  a  circle  round  the  compass  of  a  convenient 
diameter,  say  six  or  eight  feet,  with  the  pivot  of  the  needle  as  a 
centre:  he  then  places  a  counterpoise  in  a  line  N.W.  on  that  cir- 
cle. This  counterpoise  he  proposes  to  make  of  soft  iron  rods,  as 
it  can  t&en  be  added  to,  until  it  counteracts  the  effect  of  the 
ship's  magnetism,  when  the  needle  will  point  to  the  correct  mag- 
netic north,  bi-secting  the  angle  formed  by  the  line  of  the  keel 
N.E.,  and  the  radial  line  on  which  the  counterpoise  is  placed 
N.W. 

Mr.  Allan's  second  plan  seems  equally  effective  and  more  sim- 
ple, as  it  does  not  require  the  shifting  of  the  counterpoise  to  as- 
certain the  correct  magnetic  north,  by  the  bi-section  of  the  angle 
of  the  forces.     In   swinging   of  the   ship,  instead  of  placing  the 
counterpoise  at  an  angle  to  the  ship's  keel  he  places  it  in  a  line 
S.W.,  that  is  to  say,  in  a  line  in  continuation  of  the  line  of  the 
el  N.E.,  or  direction  of  the   position  of  the  ship's  magnetism, 
will  then  by  its  repulsion  on  the  south  pole  of  the  needle  form 
e  best  counterbalance— -the  attraction  on   the  north  pole  of  the 
«dle  firom  the  east :  this  point  will  thus  be  a  fixed  point  alter- 
g  the  direction  of  its  position  as  regards  the  needle  co-relatively 
\th  the  direction  of  the  magnetism  of  the  ship  without  any^ad- 
stment  being  necessary. 
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It  appears  to  us  that  this  last  plan  of  Mr.  Allan's,  from  its . 
superior  simplicity  and  self  adjusting  character,  ought  to  command 
the  preference  of  nautical  mra.  In  heavy  weather  and  in  a  roll- 
ing sea  its  superiority  is  manifest,  as  it  will  not  cause  the  needle 
to  swing  and  oscillate,  as  would  be  the  case  if  placed  between 
two  similar  polarities  attractively. 

The  many  losses,  such  as  the  noble  Tayleur,  which  have  oc- 
curred from  a  want  of  sufficient  attention  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, ou^t  to^  secure  the  thanks  of  all  interested  in  shipping, 
and  that  may  be  said  to  include  the  whole  people  of  Britain^  to 
Messrs.  Small  and  Allan,  for  their  interesting  enquiries  and  ex- 
periments. The  wonderful  facts,  such  as  that  a  vessel  built  with 
her  head  north  and  south  has  an  entirely  different  magnetism 
firom  one  built  east  and  west,  which  are  daily  forcing  themselves 
on  the  notice  of  observers,,  show  that  much  has  yet  to  be  done 
in  this  cuxioiis  field  of  discoveiy. 


MY  CRADLE  BOAT. 


BT  TOMMY   BLUFFBOW. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  succeeding  that  on  which  the  second  rsct 
took  place  with  Bob  Hart,  I  bad  occasion  to  leave  home  for  a  month: 
but  before  doing  so  I  placed  the  Harebell  in  the  entire  charge  of  old 
Murray^  and  authorised  him  to  make  use  of  her  for  trawling,  or  other 
fishing  purposes,  that  the  sails  might  be  kept  in  order  and  not  exposed 
to  mildew.  I  placed  implicit  confidence  in  Murray  ;  and  never  for  one 
moment  imagined  he  would  make  an  improper  use  of  the  yacht. 

This  confidence,  I  regret  to  add,  was  entirely  misplaced  :  for  dui  f 
my  absence  I  received  a  communication  to  which  I  was  stubborn  to  ^  e 
credence.  It  so  startled  and  surprised  me,  that  I  could  only  fancy  i  i 
hoax.  It  was  no  other  than  intelligence  that  Murray  and  another  vv.  ft 
in  oustody  for  smuggling  ;  my  little  yacht  was  seised  by  the  Custoi  * 
boose  authorities  for  having  a  cargo  of  contraband  spirits  and  tobac  > 
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The  authority  of  the  letter  was  undoubted  ;  aad  I  next  day  set  out 
on  my  return  journey,  and  on  arriving  home  found  the  story  too  true; 
my  other  man  had  also  been  apprehended,  and  was  with  Murray  in 
custody.  It  appeared  they  had  passed  through  the  harbour  just  before 
sunset  one  afternoon,  and  stood  out  for  sea  several  miles;  and  just  before 
dusk  tacked  about  as  if  making  back  for  the  harbour.  It  so  happened 
that  the  yacht  was  noticed  by  two  coast-guard  officers  ;  who  concluded 
I  was  aboard  her  ;  and  as  I  frequently  stretched  my  course  a  few  miles 
out  to  sea,  they  thought  nothing  of  it ;  particularly  after  seeing  her  put 
about  and  lay  a  direct  course  as  if  returning  to  the  harbour.  One  of 
these  coast-guard  men  remarked  to  the  other,  that  Mr.  Bluffbow  would 
find  it  dark  before  he  returned  ;  and  that  he  had  chosen  a  later  hoar  than 
usual  far  cruising  :  but  not  a  shadow  of  suspicion  then  rested  on  the 
design  of  that  mysterious  cruise  Nothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  of 
the  Harebell  in  the  home  waters  for  two  days  ;  and  it  appears  she  was 
not  eren  missed,  for  ray  movements  were  uncertain,  although  I  was 
frequently  cruising  with  her.  Two  days  after  this  occurrence,  another 
coast  officer  was  peering  through  his  telescope  at  about  4  o*olock  in 
<he  afternoon  ;  when  turning  it  towards  the  sea,  he  rested  it  for  some 
minutes  on  some  object  which  called  forth  the  following  conversation 
between  him  and  his  comrade. 

"  What  are  you  looking  at  so  earnestly  Bill?  You  have  had  your 
ghs8  bearing  E.N.E.b.E.,  for  the  last  ten  minutes.*^ 

<'  Well,  Fred,  I'm  blessed  if  I  can  make  anything  out  of  that  rum  look- 
ing little  craft ;  she  looks  like  a  large  heavily  laden  boat  with  tall  slender 
spars ;  and  she  appears  to  be  riding  at  anchor,  and  what  she  can  be  up 
to  out  there  at  this  time  o'day  I  don't  know  ;  but  it  strike  me  no  good. 
Here, — ^take  my  glass  and  see  what  you  can  make  of  her.*^ 

Fred  took  the  glass,  muttering  to  his  companion,  that  he  had  got 
ngfat  of  something  that  nobody  else  could  see  ;  and  he  thought  it  a  pity 
to  call  out  the  nightmen,  and  get  the  cutter  underway  unless  there  really 
was  something  to  look  af^er. 

*'  1  can  see  nothing  bigger  than  a  bit  of  a  dingy  that  would  not  hold 
enongh   contraband  to  keep  a  man  and  a  boy  comfortable  dunng  one 

ch  ; — so  doti^t  disturb  yourself  any  more  about  it  Bill." 

the  glass  was  closed  and  laid  down  at  the  conclusion  of  this  speech, 

.  probably  no  further  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  the  little  craftt 

1  not  a  diief  officer  come  into  the  room  and  enquired  if  anything  was 

be  seen  to  seaward. 

'Well  sir,"  said  Bill,  *'  there  is  a  little  crafb  lying  at  anchor  out  there, 
my  mate  says  she's  a  nothin." 
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^*fiat  I  aay  she's  a  somethiog/'  said  the  chief,  as  his  penetrating  eye 
peered  through  the  telescope  with  searching  glance.  "  If  she's  a  boat 
she  has  no  business  there,  unattended  by  any  larger  vessel  at  tlus  time  of 
day,  and  with  the  wind  increasing  as  now.  Man  the  cutter  directly,  and 
watch  her,  I  will  join  you  as  soon  as  ready." 

It  was  seldom  this  experienced  officer  was  mistaken,  he  was  a  terror 
to  smugglers  ;  and  was  well  known  amongst  that  fraternity  by  the  name 
of  the  <<  Sea  Serpent'' 

A  few  minutes  sufficed  to  prepare  the  cutter  for  sea  ;  she  was  a  vessel 
of  50  tons,  and  well  manned  and  equipped.  On  receiving  their  chief 
officer  aboard,  he  requested  that  no  sail  should  be  set  until  twilight,  that 
their  movements  might  be  unobserved  by  the  strange  little  craft.  The 
orders  were  strictly  obeyed,  and  the  revenue  barque  glided  out  of  the 
harbour  at  the  suspicious  hour  of  twilight,  and  bore  away  rapidly  towards 
the  direction  of  the  smugglers.  After  a  full  hour's  mailing  the  snowy 
sails  of  the  yacht  were  visible  at  no  great  distance,  she  was  standing 
fairly  for  the  harbour,  and  continued  her  unaltered  course  as  if  intending 
nothing  more  than  to  reach  the  harbour  and  anchor  for  the  night. 

**  The  fellow  appears  to  play  the  part  of  the  fair  and  honest  man  well, 
let  him  be  who  he  will,"  said  the  officer.  "  See,  he  comes  right  on,  who 
and  what  is  he?  What  can  the  fellow  be  up  to?  Steer  as  close  to  him 
as  possible,  that  I  may  speak  to  him." 

The  captain  obeyed  the  order  and  shaved  so  close  to  ihe  aft  weather 
quarter  of  the  little  craft,  that  Murray  called  out.  "  Hallo  !  there,  what 
are  you  g^ing  to  run  Mn  Bluffbow  down? 

"  Is  Mr.  Bluffbow  aboard?"  said  the  Sea  Serpent 

No  reply  was  made  to  this  appeal,  although  repeated  several  times: 
and  the  cutter  put  about  and  gave  chase. 

"  Set  all  sail  and  bring  him  to,  unless  my  questions  are  answered," 
said  the  determined  officer.  **  Mr.  Bluffbow  would  never  be  twenty 
miles  out  at  sea  at  this  time  of  night,  and  in  such  a  wind  as  this.  I 
know  old  Murray  of  old  ;  he's  up  to  no  good  depend  on  it" 

*^  The  fellow  has  actually  set  more  canvas  I  press  on  her  captain  !  he 
intends  to  give  chase  :  keep  a  watch  and  see  if  he  throws  any  part  of 
his  cargo  overboard." 

True  it  was  that  old  Murray  was  carrying  on  the  little  yacht  desf  *- 
ately,  and  leading  the  huge  cutter  a  chase  on  a  reaching  wind,  ir 
fastest  point  of  sailing.  For  one  whole  hour  the  yacht  kept  aheac  »f 
ihe  cutter,  beyond  range  of  her  guns  ;  until  at  last  it  was  necessarj  o 
make  a  tack,  or  bear  away  to  sea  again  ;  in  either  case  they  were  '  '- 
tain  to  be  overtaken  ;  and   Murray  relied  on  his  own  manceuvn    Q 
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tnmiDg  suspicion  from  the  yacht,  by  laughiog  at  the  cutter's  men,*  for 
chasing  a  gentleman's  pleasure  yacht  that  was  just  returning  to  harbour 
on  a  summer's  evening  after  a  day's  cruising. 

The  stern  suspicion  of  the  Sea  Serpent  was  not  to  be  so  easily  deluded: 
and  in  the  King's  name  he  called  on  them  to  bring  to.  or  he  Vould^fire 
into  them  ! 

Murray  persisted  to  the  last  that  they  had  nothing  contraband  aboard: 
evidently  screening  himself  behind  the  yachtish  appearance  of  his  craft. 
A  man  was  put  aboard,  and  the  discovery  was  instantly  made.  The 
cabin  was  completely  filled  with  packages  and  small  casks. 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the  Harebell  and  her  crew  were  seized 
with  contraband  goods  aboard. 

00  the  evening  of  my  arrival  at  home,  I  had  sat  down  to  write  a  few 
particulars  of  the  affair  to  a  friend  ;  when  a  servant  announced  a** Sailor 
bajf"  who  wanted  particularly  to  speak  to  me. 

*'  Show  him  in"  I  replied. 

A  ruddy,  but  fair  looking  personage  in  neat  sailor  s  attire  entered  my 
room  with  a  graceful  bow  ;  and  immediately  on  perceiving  that  I  was 
akme,  came  close  towards  the  light,  and  bursting  into  tears,  begged  I 
would  pardon  the  intrusion  and  disguise:  and  stating,  <<  I  am  not  a  sailor 
boy»  sir,  pray  forgive  me,  but  I  am  Kitty  Murray:  I  was  afraid  you 
would  not  admit  me  to  your  presence  :  and  as  I  was  most  anxious  to 
speak  to  you  about  this  dreadful,  oh  I  this  dreadful  smuggling  business  I 
I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  if  I  have  acted  improperly  in  coming  to  you 
in  these,-— «-a-  these  a — trowsers  and  jacket" 

1  requested  her  to  sit  down  and  not  to  make  herself  at  all  uneasy 
about  the  disguise ,  which  I  jocosely  remarked  was  rather  becoming, 
for  it  showed  to  advantage  her  well  proportioned  figure. 

The  faintest  possible  smile  passed  over  her  face  at  the  conclusion  of 
my  remark  ;  she  then  gained  self  possession,  and  proceeded  to  relate  her 
tale :  she  wept  bitterly  for  her  father  ;  and  spoke  in  a  highly  proper 
manner  on  the  ill  use  he  had  made  of  my  charge  :  she  begged  I  would 
not  deal  harshly  with  him,  for  he  was  truly  penitent  for  his  crime. 

I  told  her,  as  far  as  the  smuggling  was  concerned,  I  had  no  control 
(  :  the  case  :  it  was  an  infringement  on  the  law  of  Customs  ;  and  the 
I  .lorities  would  not  overlook  it.  But  I  told  her,  she  perhaps  was  not 
I  re  that  I  should  be  the  greatest  su£Perer,  for  the  yacht  would  be  con- 
(  lued  and  destroyed,  which  would  be  a  total  loss  to  me.  I  felt  sorry 
I  rwards  that  I  mentioned  this  to  her,  for  she  again  burst  into  tears  ; 
I  her  troubles  appeared  greater  than  ever.  I  insisted  on  her  taking 
<  rage,  and  not  giving  way  so  much  to  her  feelings:  I  told  her  nothing 
i     Id  prevent  her  father  going  to  prison,  and  her  tears  would  only  make 
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matters  worse.     It  was  not  ker  that  had  done  wrong,  bat  her  fathers 
and  as  she  was  now  apeing  the  man,  she  most  "  bear  it  like  a  man." 

*<  But  will  you  always  turn  your  back  upon  us  after  this,  sir?**  she 
enquired. 

•*  Certainly  not  on  yoUy  Kitty,"  I  replied  "  you  haTe  done  no  wrong  ; 
and  I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  you  make  a  trouble  of  this  unfortunate  affair^ 
or  give  yourself  pain  about  your  father." 

The  bright  eyes  of  the  disguised  beauty  sparkled  as  I  spoke  ;  and  afae 
made  a  cheerful  promise  to  bear  it  without  murmuring. 

**  But  to  think  of  your  beautiful  little  yacht  being  broken  up  and  des- 
troyed vexes  me  more  than  all.'^ 

''  Now,  Kitty,  you  are  not  to  be  vexed  about  anything,  I  must  have 
another  ;  and  you  must  come  as  cabin  boy— What  say  you  eh?" 

A  crimson  blush  stole  over  her  cheek  at  this  speech,  she  hung  her 
head,  and  appeared  to  remember  lier  disguise  with  some  little  uneasioessy 

<<  I  must  go  now,  sir,"  she  said,  '*  but  you  do  forgive  me  do  yoa  not, 
(or  coming  to  you  in  this  rude  and  unbecoming  dress  of  my  brother 
Tom'sr 

**  Oh  yes,''  I  replied,  "  I  freely  forgive  you — Tom's  dress  is  not  oo 
unbecoming  as  you  imagine.  You  make  a  winning  boy,  but  a  losing 
girl." 

"  I  confess,  sir,  I  cannot  quite  understand  your  jokes-'-good  eveniog 
sir,  and  many  thanks  for  your  kind  indulgence." 

After  dismissing  my  interesting  visitor^  I  sat  musing  on  the  scene,  or 
the  singular  interview  upwards  of  an  hour,  sometimes  my  thoughts  were 
of  the  yacht,  and  sometimes  of  the  smugglers  ;  but  ever  and  anon  they 
turned  to  Kitty  and  the  cabin  boy.  The  same  thoughts  attended  me  ia 
my  dreams  that  night,  and  the  same  on  waking  next  morning.  Bat 
another  and  a  more  serious  thonght  occurred  to  me  next  day  ;  that  if 
the  Harebell  was  destroyed  I  would  build  a  rather  larger  yacht  upon  m 
new  idea  of  my  own. 

The  smugglers  were  tried  and  convicted,  Murray  was  fined  £2dO,  or 
to  be  imprisoned  during  the  King's  pleasure.     Jack  (whose  o£Fence  was 
not  looked  upon  in  so  serious  a  light  as  Murray *s)  was  fined  £100,  or 
to  be  imprisoned  during  the  King's  pleasure.     The*  yaoht    was  o — 
demned  to  be  broken  to  pieces,  and  the  materials  sold  for  the  Kii 
benefit. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  Harebell:  I  made  a  last  efibrt,  by  petition: 
for  the  yacht  to  be  given  up  to  me  as  she  was  used  for  unlawful  purpc 
without  my  consent :  but  the  prayer  of  my  petition  was  of  no  ava 
neither  were  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  the  Smuggler's  daughter,  whi 
were  freely  used  in  that  behalf  i 
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The  portrait  of  the  Idas,*  is  to  me  like  the  memory  of  that  of  a  long  lost 
bat  not  forgotten  friend;  it  recalls  to  my  memory  that  happy  portion  of 
a  lengthened  yachting  career,  when  I  was  proprietor  of  a  yacht  of  the 
same  dimensions.  I  suspect  that  no  portion  of  your  very  interesting 
miscellany  will  be  read  with  more  interest  than  that  which  regards  small 
craft,  especially  by  aspirants,  and  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  so,  for 
although  the  ambition  of  a  yachter  will  generally  induce  him  to  wish 
his  craft  had  been  a  size  larger,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  yachting  can 
only  be  acquired  in  a  small  one,  where  the  owner  is  at  least  one  half  of 
die  crew. 

My  first  yacht,  the  Comet,  was  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  dimensions 
of  the  Idas,  being  8  feet  beam  and  22  feet  keel  and  fore  rake,  or  length 
for  tonnage;  her  length  aloft,  exclusive  of  the  counter,  23  feet  6  inches; 
her  measurement  6  tons;  she  was  decked  to  within  9  feet  of  the  stem, 
where  she  had  roomy  stern  sheets;  the  portion  of  the  interior  before  the 
masty  having  no  ballast,  formed  the  cabin.  In  this  space  two  cots  were 
dang  at  night,  bat  stowed  away  during  the  day  into  the  fixed  berths  aft 
tlie  mast.  She  was  a  pretty  little  craft  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
beginning  of  the  century, — ^fully  cutter  rigged, — that  is,  with  three 
shrouds  ratted,  double  topping  lifts,  and  a  cross-jack  yard;  and  was  in 
the  estimation  of  her  owner,  what  the  Irvine  skipper  said  of  his  bark^ 
^'a  perfect  sc^meter.'*  She  was  armed  with  a  couple  of  half-pound 
earronades,  carried  a  blue  pendant  and  ensign,  ibr  burgees  had  not  then 
eome  into  fashion;  indeed  till  I  joined  the  Yacht  Club,  (now  Squadron,) 
m  1816,  I  invariably  sported  a  pendant,  much  to  the  terror  of  coasters, 
who  suspected  that  it  covered  a  press-gang,  and  almost  invariably  gave 
08  a  wide  berth  when  we  met  at  sea,  and  I  presume  to  the  annoyance  of 
men-of-war's  men,  who  however,  never  took  the  trouble  to  haul  it  down. 

Such  was  the  vessel  in  which  I  took  my  first  lengthened  cruise  amongst 
die  Western  Islands. 

Wedne9day,  Jidy^Ut,  1807.— Started  from  J about  6  a.m., 

accompanied  by  a  cart  loaded  with  bedding,  luggage,  and  sea  stores; 
(  oeeded  to  Renfrew  Ferry,  on  the  Clyde,  six  miles  below  Glasgow, 
1  ere  I  found  the  Comet  hove  short,  with  main-sail  set  and  all  ready; 
E  crew  named  Will  Watt,  an  old  sailor,  having  preceded  me.  A  fine 
\  aze  from  north-west  on  end,  but  with  the  ebb  in  our  favour.  Bundled 
t  I  contents  of  the  cart  on  board,  and  beat  down  the  river  about  six  or 
s  3n  miles,  when  by  standing  too  far  on  one  tack  we  ran  aground.  The 
•  See  February  Number,  Vol.  ill.,  1854. 
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tide  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  as  we  could  not  cook  our  breakfiut  in 
such  short  tacks,  we  made  but  slender  exertions  to  g^t  afloat,  contenting 
ourselves  with  running  out  our  kedge,  hauling  the  head  to  the  wind^  and 
lowering  the  head-sails. 

We  remained  here  during  the  tide,  with  abundance  of  employment 
between  breakfast  and  dinner,  in  getting  our  craft  into  order,  screwing 
hooks  for  the  cots,  fitting  them  with  lanyards,  &c.  In  the  afternoon 
turned  down  to  Greenock,  where  we  arrived  about  six  and  anchored  for 
the  niglit.  I  here  supplied  myself  with  chart,  compass,  spyglass,  sea 
biscuit,  and  other  stores. 

Thursday  2nd, — Weighed  about  6  a.m.,  winds  light  and  variable, 
reached  Fairlie  in  the  evening,  where  we  anchored  for  the  night.  This 
beautiful  village  is  now  Well  known  to  yachters  from  the  building  yard 
of  the  Fifes\  *'  Auld  WuU,"  the  father  of  the  present  generation,  was 
even  in  1807,  distinguished  for  his  taste  in  planning,  and  his  workman- 
bhip  in  building  sailing  boats,  and  had  already  built  two  for  me.  I  may 
add  that  my  taste  for  yachting  was  acquired  in  early  boyhood  in  sailing 
the  little  cutters  and  schooners  made  by  him  and  his  brothers. 

I  was  here  joined  by  my  friends.  Professor  M ,  of  the  Uniirersity 

of  Glasgow,  and  Dr.  U  *  *,  whose  celebrity  as  a  chemist  will  easily 
identify  him  with  the  scientific  world.  Both  my  friends  were  out  and 
put  landsmen,  but  both  entered  with  keen  enjoyment  into  the  pleasures 
of  sailing  amidst  the  enchanting  scenery  of  the  Western  Islands,  and 
both  inclined  to  be  amused  with  the  discomforts  which  bad  weather  in 
so  small  a  craft  could  not  fail  to  produce. 

Friday  3rd. — A  smart  breeze  from  the  north-west;  sailed  about  noon, 
after  saluting  our  friends  ashore  with  three  guns;  rounded  the  south  end 
of  the  island  of  Little  Cam  bray,  and  stood  over  to  Brodick  Bay,  ia 
Arran,  with  a  <'  lateral  wind,^'  as  the  Doctor  called  it;  anchored  off  the 
Castle  at  three  p.m.:  after  dinner  walked  several  miles  up  Glenrosa,  de- 
lighted with  the  scenery,  and  on  our  return,  sufficiently  fatigued  to  find 
the  repose  of  the  cutter,  and  the  cup  '<  that  cheers  but  not  inebriates, 
exceedingly  agreeable.  During  our  absence,  the  John  and  Grace,  a 
Plymouth  trawler,  at  that  time  hired  out  to  parties,  had  arrived  and 
anchored  beside  us.  Watt  informed  us  that  there  was  a  lord  on  bo^M, 
a  *' friend"  (Scotch  for  a  relation,)  of  Lord  Nelson.  We  had  an  in  ^ 
view  with  his  lordship  on  the  following  day, — an  interesting  youth,  it 
off  a  few  months  afterwards  by  typhus  fever;  he  bore  the  title  of  '  l- 
felgar,  and  was  destined  had  he  lived  to  represent  his  immortal  unci 

The  night  was  delicious,  and  my  friends  spoke  in  raptures  of  le 
pleasure  of  a  sea  life;  the  professor  remarking  ttat  it  could  not  fail  o 
invigorate  both  mind  and  body. 
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Saiurday  4M.— -Landed  at  six  aad  ascended  6oatfeIl|  the  highest 
itiofmtain  in  Arrao;  the  atmosphere  without  a  cloud,  and  the  breeae  so 
ftesh  as  to  invigorate  but  not  fatigue  us;  the  view  firom  the  summit  was 
magnificent.  I  delight  in  mountain  sceneiy  and  in  the  puxe  air  of  the 
hilla.  Rousseu  says,  *'  II  sembla  qu  en  s'elevant  an  dessus  de  sejour  des 
hommes  on  j  laisse  tous  ies  sentimens  bas  et  terrestres  et  qu'  a  mesure 
qu'  on  approche  des  regions  ethere^s  V  ame  oontmete  quelque  chose  de 
kur  inalterable  puret^."  I  separated  myself  from  my  companions,  and 
gaaed  with  intense  earnestness  on  that  distant  point  of  the  horixon  where 
dwelt   •     •    •     • 

On  our  descent  from  the  mountain,  the  doctor  gave  us  a  lecture  on 
the  rocks  of  which  it  is  composed, -^my  first  lesson  in  geology:  he  pointed 
out  the  distinction  between  unstratified  and  sti^atified  rooks,  then  called 
primitiye,  and  secondary.  I  date  the  commencement  of  my  geological 
studies  from  this  day.  I  am  yain  enough  to  think  that  my  researches 
have  thrown  some  light  on  an  obscure  portion  of  the  bygone  history  of 
the  earth;  if  they  have,  it  is  to  the  mateUess  facilities  whieh  the  pos- 
seadon  of  a  yacht  afforded  in  the  investigation  of  the  ohangea  to  which 
sea  coasts  are  liable. 

We  returned  to  our  vessel  with  a  keen  appetite  for  breakfast,  after 
which  we  got  under-way  and  ran  with  a  fair  wind  for  Lamlash,  which 
having  surveyed'  we  beat  back  to  Brodick,  where  we  anchored  for  the 
nigfat. 

Sundaiif  oth.^^A  sharp  breeze  from  nortb-west;  struck  top-mast, 
took  in  the  boat,  which  was  only  eight  feet  long,  and  stowed  under  the 
deck  between  the  mast  and  stern-sheets;  double-reefed  the  main-sail, 
and  beat  op  i^ainst  a  heavy  sea  to  the  Kyles  of  Bute,  the  narrow  chan- 
nel which  separates  that  island  from  Argyleshire,  well  pleased  with  our 
craft  in  every  respect  but  one:  she  strained  so  much  that  we  had  some 
trouble  in  keeping  the  calnn  clear  of  water,  and  come  to  the  oondusibn 
tibat  she  must  be  caulked  before  we  proceeded  on  our  cruize.  The  wind 
dying  away  in  the  evening  we  anchored  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
Kyles,  and  on  landing  learnt  that  there  was  a  carpenter  in  the  neigh- 
ix>cvhood;  was  therefore  determined  to  careen  her. 

Monday  6th, — Engaged  tlte  carpenter,  and  at  high  water  hauled  the 
c  .er  aground.  Despatched  Watt  to  Rothsay  for  trowsers  for  the  pro- 
£  >r,  who  had  made  the  discovery  that  shorts  were  not  ship-shape. 
I  ihed  a  tent  to  which  we  removed  our  store  and  cooked  our  dinner. 
I  ihe  evening  the  Professor  and  Doctor  went  in  the  dingy  to  fish,  whilst 
I  ^otained  to  pick  oakum  and  tend  the  ship.  When  sbe  floated  we 
K    wned  on  board  for  the  night. 
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Tuesday  7^— Oar  slumbers  were  most  nnpleosaotiy  interropted 
about  two  A.M.,  when  the  cutter  took  the  ground  and  heeled  over,  the 
water  flowed  forward  into  the  cabin,  and  as  my  cot  was  on  the  lee  sidey 
I  found  when  I  awoke,  one  leg  and  arm  immersed,  The  Phrfessor, 
although  on  the  dry  side,  was  if  any  thing  in  a  worse  predicament,  for 
the  sides  of  his  cot  began  to  giye  way, — his  clothes  had  tumbled  off  ibe 
seat  and  were  floating  in  the  water.  He  however  took  the  disaster  quite 
coolly,  carried  his  bed  to  the  tent,  spread  his  clothes  on  the  shingle,  and 
finished  his  night's  rest  in  great  comfort  Watt,  who  like  myself  was  on 
the  lee  side,  was  also  wet,  betook  himself  to  a  public  house  and  got 
drunk.  Whilst  the  Doctor,  who  was  in  the  upper  berth,  slept  so  soundly 
that  even  the  noise  of  the  carpenter's  mallet  at  his  ear,  did  not  rouse 
him.  Fortunately  the  weather  was  fine,  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  soon 
dried  our  wet  clothes  and  bedding. 

Afte  rbreakfast  crossed  in  the  dingy  to  Argyleshire,  and  walked  along 
the  well  wooded  shores  of  Loch  Ridan,  delighted  with  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery.  Returned  to  dinner  at  the  tent,  and  as  the  carpenter  required 
another  tide  to  finish  his  operations,  we  avoided  the  discomfort  of  the 
former  night  by  taking  our  beds  to  a  farm  house. 

Wednesday  %th. — Ran  with  a  fair  wind  to  Rothsay,  landed  and 
viewed  the  castle;  and  aflterwards  to  Fairlie. 

Thursday  9M.— Wind  strong  at  west;  did  not  move. 

Friday  10^.-— Got  under  way  about  noon;  light  winds  and  variable; 
anchored  at  MHport  in  the  island  of  Cumbra.  Afl»r  dinner  landed  and 
drank  tea  with  the  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adam:  on  our  way  to  tihe 
manse  we  were  requested  to  patronise  a  play,  which  we  agreed  to  d<x 
The  reverend  gentleman,  whose  knowledge  of  the  world  seemed  limited 
to  the  *'  greater  and  lesser  Cumbras,"  although  he  b  said  to  have  re* 
membered  the  adjacent  islands  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  his  prayers- 
dilated  on  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  and  adduced  as  a  proof  of  it,  that 
there  was  actually  a  set  of  stage  players  performing  in  MiUport  We 
admitted  our  knowledge  of  the  fact,  but  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
say  that  we  intended  to  be  present  We  on  the  other  hand  dilated  on 
the  comforts  of  our  little  vessel  so  as  to  excite  his  curiosity,  and  he  de- 
clared his  intention  of  accompanying  us  on  board.  Thinks  I  to  myself 
our  visit  to  the  theatre  is  knocked  on  the  head.  However,  when  about 
to  embark,  he  was  observed  to  look  with  suspicion  at  the  dingy,  when 
the  Doctor  quietly  asked  him  if  he  could  swim?  Whereupon  he  remem- 
bered an  engagement,  and  lefb  us  to  indulge  our  theatrical  taste. 

Saturday  llth. — Got  under- way  before  breakfast,  reached  the  en- 
trance of  the  Crinan  Canal  at  five  p.m.,  and  as  next  day  was  Simday, 
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when  Tenelfl  are  not  allowed  to  pass,  we  used  every  exertion  to  get 
to  the  west  end,  but  heavy  rain  coming  on  we  stopped  at  the  summit 
level 

Sunday  \2ih. — The  day  was  beautiful,  and  a  more  delightful  har- 
bour for  a  quiet  Sunday  cannot  be  imagined.  We  ascended  a  hill  im- 
mediately above  where  we  lay,  and  enjoyed  an  extensive  view  of  the 
Archipelago  of  islands  through  which  our  tract  to  the  Hebrides  led. 

*<  Jura's  ragged  coast 
And  Scarba's  Isle  whose  tortured  shore 
Still  rings  to  Corrievreckan's  roar." 

Monday  IdlA.-— Started  betimes  next  morning,  and  reached  Crinan 
before  break&st.  We  here  engaged  a  pilot  for  the  voyage,  his  name 
was  John  Mac  Lachlan.  He  proved  a  great  acquisition  to  our  party, 
not  only  from  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  tides,  rocks,  and  harbours, 
of  the  Western  Islands,  but  he  was  withal  a  thorough  seaman,  and  last 
not  least,  an  excellent  sea  cook*  A  fine  old  Highlander,  thoroughly 
imbued  with  Highland  prejudices,  Highhind  traditions,  and  Highland 
aoperstitions.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  second  sight,  a  belief  to 
which,  according  to  his  own  account,  he  owed  his  life,  for  when  about  to 
flail  as.  master  of  a  sloop,  to  Ireland,  he  went  to  an  old  woman  who  was 
poDOosocd  with  it,  to  buy  a  fiur  wind,  she  told  him  not  to  go,  that  the 
Teasel  would  be  lost  and  all  on  board  perish;  he  in  consequence  gave  up 
his  situation;  the  sloop  sailed  but  of  course  never  reached  her  destination, 
flhe  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  all  hands  perished. 

As  the  tide  did  not  immediately  answer,  we  crossed  the  river  which 
£ow8  into  Loch  Crinan  and  purchased  a  salmon,  from  which  our  pilot 
eooked  some  savoury  steaks.  I  may'  here  add  that  we  had  invariably 
three  warm  meals  daily.  On  the  turn  of  the  tide  we  made  sail,  and 
andiored  about  six  r.Bf.  in  Oban  Bay. 

Tuesday  lAih, — Having  now  an  additional  hand  I  \eh  orders  to  get 
underway  at  four  A.M.;  when  I  got  up  we  were  in  the  channel  between 
Usoiore  and  Appin.  Passed  Fort  William  and  made  for  the  entrance 
to  the  Caledonian  Canal,  to  examine  the  works  then  in  progress;  returned 
to  Fort  William  where  we  come  to  anchor. 

Wednesday.  1^<A.— ^We  hoped  here  to  renew  our  stock  of  biscuit,  but 
none  were  to  be  had  we  purchased  flour,  and  during  the  remainder 
the  voyage  baked  for  ourselves,  the  frying*pan  serving  for  the  oven: 
doe  time  we  became  expert  cooks  as  well  as  bakers^  but  it  must  be 
mitt^  that  our  first  experiments  were  not  always  successful.  The 
_e  weather  we.  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  inspired  my  firienda  with  tiie 
ighcst  ideas  of  the  pleasures  of  yachting;  the  limited  space  seemed  to 
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•expand*  and  the j  deoUied  that  they  oould  not  wish  for  more,  and  bein^ 
well  supplied  with  provisions  they  began  to  talk  big,  and  declare  that 
with  fish  and  soup,  and  Highland  mutton  and  fowls,  and  a  little  pastry, 

-they  could  rough  it  without  complaining.  A  long  morning's  walk  to 
InTerk>chy,  and  a  partial  ascent  of  Ben  Nevis^  made  the  repose  of  the 
cutter  agreeable;  our  first  care  was  to  cook  our  dinner;  our  soup  was  to 
be  mutton  hroth^  with  a  plentiful  admixture  of  barley,  which  we  all  de- 

r  dared  to  be  our  taste.  It  did  not  occur  to  us  howeyer  that  this  barley 
would  awell  in  boiling,— -our  soup  tmued  out  a  fice  pudding,  and  our 

;  pudding  made  of  gooseberries  and  flour,  and  tied  up  in  a  muslin  neck- 

'  cloth,  stuck  to  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  and  burnt  a  hole  in  the  nedc-doth. 
Our  baking  however  was  perfectly  success^l,  and  no  better  flour  socmeB 

•were  ever  baked  ashore. 

Upon  comparing  notes  we  discovered  that  chess  was  a  fiivourite  game 
with  each  of  us,  and  the  evening  of  this  day  was  spent  in  making  a 
chess  board,  and  carving  a  set  of  chess  men  with  our  pen^knives. 

Thursday  16M.-^0n  the  following  day,  wind  strong  and  dead  on 
end,  beat  a  few  miles  down  the  linne  Loch,  but  about  mid*day  rain 
coming  on,  up  helm  and  ran  back  to  Stronohr^^  on  the  north  »de  of 

.  the  Lodi,  where  a  projecting  point  afforded  smooth  anchorage;  looked 

.  a  little  wishfidly  to  a  gentleman's  house  on  akore^  but  contented  onraelves 
with  cookery  and  chess. 

Friday  17iA.^Aboat  six  a.ic  the  Doctor,  who  did  not  quite  nndev- 
stand  the  oomfbrts  of  a  smooth  andiorage  in  bad  weather,  got  ikxe  cotter 

.underway,  the  wind  right  up  the  Loch.  It  was  not  long  before  tbe 
pattering  of  rain  and  spray  on  deek,  warned  me  that  our  day's  wfotk  was 
to  be  any  thing  but  pleasure  sailing,  so  after  a  few  taeks  I  sung  eut  fieom 
my  cot  ^  up  helm,"  and  by  eight  o'clock  wene  again  at  our  anchorage. 
Whilst  breakfast  was  getting  ready,  I  sent  to  the  gentleman's  hoose 
already  mentioned  for  cream,  and  on  Watt's  return  he  delivered  a  mes- 
sage from  Mr.  Campbell,  who  he  said  knew  me^  that  he  would  call  upon 
me  after  breakfast.  I  was  delighted  to  meet  an  old  coUege  friend;  he 
said  his  father  was  from  home,  but  that  his  sister  and  he  hoped  we 
would  spend  the  day  ashore.  This  we  were  too  happy  to  do.  Soon 
after  we  landed,  a  boat  was  apparently  driven  into  the  bay,  like  ourselves, 
out  of  which  stepped  a  gentlemsn  in  &I1  Highland  drees,  whose  etrik  g 
figure  attracted  my  attention.  He  was  about  six  feet  in  height,  :  id 
although  apparently  past  seventy,  walked  with  an  erect  mUitary  boari  p. 
On  calling  Miss  OampbelFs  attention  to  him,  she  clapped  her  hands  i  id 
exclaimed,  *'0h,  there  is  Uncle  Peter!"  He  proved  a  most  agrees  le 
ad£tioQ  to  our  party.     Captain  Peter  Campbell  had  served  in  thdfjv  m 
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years  war,  and  afterwards  in  Amerioa,  and  was  the  author  of  a  volume 
of  Travels  in  Canada.  He  was  full  of  anecdotes  of  the  war,  and  old 
Highland  stories;  on  one  point  however  we  found  we  were  treading  on 
dangerous  ground, — he  was  any  thing  but  a  Jacobite.  We  were  near 
the  scene  of  a  judicial  tragedy,  which  happened  about  fifty  years  before 
this  time.  A  Stuart  shot  a  Campbell  (of  Glenurc)  and  escaped  to  France, 
a  firieDd,  also  of  the  name  of  Stuart,  assisted  him  to  escape,  but  was  not 
otherwise  implicated  in  the  murder;  he  was  however  tried  by  the  Duke 
of  Argyll,  who  sat  on  the  bench  as  hereditary  Justice-General,  and  a 
jury  of  Campbells,  condemned  and  hung  him  at  Ballahulish.  My 
knowledge  of  the  oirenmstances  was  acquired  from  the  report  in  A  mot's 
Criminal  Trials;  I  inconsiderately  called  it  a  judicial  murder,  whereupon 
the  whole  party,  ladies  and  gentlemen  fired.  It  appeared  to  me  that 
they  thought  the  jury  had  served  him  right. 

In  the  evening  we  gave  our  friends  coffee  on  board.  Captain  Camp- 
bell observed  our  chess  rara,  and  challenged  us;  he  won  and  lost  a  game 
whidi  was  the  most  satis&ctory  conclusion. 

Saturday  18^.^-Wind  still  strong  from  the  south-west,  however  it 
moderated  about  mid-day.  We  accordingly  got  under-way,  saluted  our 
friends  with  three  guns,  beat  down  the  Loch  with  a  steady  breeze,  en- 
tared  Lodi  Levwi,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  Glencoe. 

The  night  was  exquisitely  beautiful,  and  I  remained  on  deck  enjoying 
ihe  scene.  The  stormy  weather  had  been  succeeded  by  a  calm,  whilst 
a  tremdoiis  undulation  on  the  surfaee  reflected  the  rays  of  a  full  and 
eztrcmely  bright  moon.  The  deep  masses  of  light  and  shade  on  the 
reeks  and  woods  of  the  fore-ground,  and  the  mountains  of  Glenooe,  was 
keightened  by  the  associations  of  the  place.  Few  of  my  yachting  hours 
soe  more  agreeable  than  those  I  spend  in  such  evenings  before  I  turn  in. 

Sundaif  19^.— Afbr  exploring  Glenooe  returned  to  breakfiist,  and 
got  underway.  Light  winds  and  heavy  rain,^^1ad  when  the  anchor 
m»  let  go  in  the  Sound  of  Shuna.  Soon  aflber  a  boat  came  off  with  a 
eaid  addressed  io  the  gentlemen  on  board  the  small  yacht,  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport^  '*  Hugh  M'CoU  hopes  the  gentleman  will  take  a  High- 
land bieak£EWt  at  his  cottage  to-morrow.''  Mr.  M^Coll,  we  learnt,  was 
tncirtman  of  the  Island  of  Shuna. 

Mcmdayi  20l&.-^Next  morning  were  most  hospitably  entertabed 
loth  by  Mr.  M'CoU  and  by  Mr.  Stuart  of  Livemahyle,  who  resided  on 
10  kknd,  and  who  asked  us  to  dinner. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  son  of  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  army  of  Prince 

uvles^  and  of  course  there  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  his  opinion  re* 
•meting  the  execution  of  James  Stuart   When  I  mentioned  our  blunder 
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at  StroDchrigan,  he  said  it  was  unfortunate,  for  none  of  the  CampbeUfr 
would  listen  to  reason  on  the  subject.  We  delighted  him  by  telling 
him  that  the  Duke  of  Sussex  had  visited  the  Cardinal  of  York,  and  would 
not  sit  in  his  presence,— for  he  was  equally  loyal  to  both  royal  fjBuniliea. 
We  agreed  cordially  in  our  opinions,  and  he  was  too  hospitable  to  allow 
us  to  rise  early;  when  we  did  take  our  leave,  he  expressed  the  pleasure 
our  visit  gave  him,  but  added,  "nothing had  given  him  so  much  pleasure 
as  to  hear  what  we  had  said  about  poor  Stuart's  murder  to  the  CampbeUsi 
for,  let  them  say  what  they  will  he  was  basely  murdered.'* 

Tuesday  2l8t, — A  pleasant  beat  to  Corinachanachen  Bay  in  Mull. 
.  Wednesday  22Ad.— Arrived  early  at  Tobermory,  and  had  an  agree- 
able excursion  in  Mull. 

Thursday  23r(/.-^The  John  and  Grace,  in  which  Lord  Tra&lgar 
had  visited  the  Islands,  arrived  to-day  with  a  party  of  friends,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  P-        C  ,  b.n.;  a  meeting  which  gave  us 

much  pleasure.     One  of  the  party,  Mr.  D  ,  of  D  »  still 

retains  his  taste  for  crubing,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  our  smartest 
yachts. 

Friday  24^ — Left  Tobermory  early  in  the  morning  and  arrived 
about  mid-day  at  the  Island  of  Egg.  We  were  greeted  upon  our  am* 
val  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  MLean,  the  hospitable  and  accomplished  minister 
of  the  small  isles,  namely  Egg,  Cana,  Rum,  and  Muck.  He  accompa- 
nied us  in  the  first  place  to  the  cave  in  which  the  MLeod's  smoked  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  (Macdonalds')  to  death.  The  floor  was  still 
etrewed  with  bones  and  skulls,  one  of  which  the  doctor  took  posaeBsioa 
of,  a  piece  of  sacrilege  which  the  minister  by  no  means  approved  of,  and 
still  less  the  men,  who  attributed  to  it  the  foul  winds  and  bad  weather 
which  we  afterwards  met  with.  We  afiterwaids  ascended  Scuir  ^g  a 
hill  composed  of  pitch  stone  porphry.  We  dined  and  spent  a  most 
agreeable  evening  at  the  manse. 

Saturday  26/A. — The  Doctor  talked  so  much  of  the  Plumose  Zeo- 
lites of  Talisker  in  Skye,  that  I  determined  to  proceed  thither,  althoii^ 
quite  ignorant  what  Plumose  Zeolites  were.  The  wind  being  fiivourable, 
we  left  Egg  in  the  forenoon,  and  reached  Talisker  about  four  p.m.  The 
wind  at  this  time  beginning  to  blow  strong,  we  sent  the  cutter  under 
the  charge  of  the  pilot  to  Loch  Bracadale,  which  is  about  four  miles 
the  north  of  Talisker. 

The  Doctor  and  I  landed,  the  Professor  remaining  in  the  cutta 
which  proceeded  to  Loch  Bracadale,  where  we  were  to  join  her.  W 
immediately  proceeded  to  Talisker  House,  and  Mr.  Mc'Leod  kindly  ai 
oompanied  us  to  the  locality  where  the  Zeolites  were  to  be  found,  as 
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alflo  sent  two  men  with  us  to  guide  us  to  where  the  jaoht  was  supposed 
to  he  anchored,  and  to  pull  us  off.  Accordingly  after  having  collected 
a  sufficient  number  of  specimens,  we  proceeded  to  Loch  Bracadale.  On 
ascending  an  eminence  the  men  pointed  out  what  they  supposed  to  be 
our  vessel .  It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  it  appeared  that  we  had  to 
cross  the  Loch  to  reach  the  inlet  where  she  was  anchored.  We  em- 
harked  in  their  boat,  a  Norway  skiff,  the  wind  blowing  strong  off  the 
land  towards  some  rocky  pinnacles,  called  M'Leod's  Maidens.  We  were 
palling  at  a  great  rate,  nearly  right  before  the  wind,  when  to  my  horror 
I  observed  the  ground  swell  breaking  on  a  half-tide  rock  under  the  boat's 
bow.  I  halloed  out  to  the  men,  who  on  looking  round  lost  their  presence 
of  mind,  and  what  was  worse  one  of  the  oars.  In  a  moment  the  boat 
was  among  the  breakers  with  her  broadside  on  the  rocks.  I  was  then 
yonng  and  vigorous,  and  piqued  myself  on  my  skill  in  poling  a  boat.  I 
seised  the  remaining  oar,  and  by  dint  of  shoving  and  sculling  over  the 
aftermost  tholes,  got  near  enough  a  point  on  the  weather  shore  for  one 
of  the  men  to  jump  out  and  haul  us  ashore. 

I  confess  I  never  was  more  willing  to  **  give  a  thousand  furlongs  of 
sea  for  an  acre  of  barren  ground,---4ong  heath,  brown  funse, — anything.' 
The  thought  of  spending  a  July  night  on  the  *Mong  heath,"  which  hero 
abounded,  gave  us  no  concern,  we  thought  only  of  the  uneasiness  which 
the  Professor  would  feel  at  our  non-appearance,  and  with  thankliilness 
for  our  escape,  for  such  it  really  wash.  Te  boat  was  half  fiill  of  water, 
and  OUT  pockets  wero  loaded  with  Plumose  Zeolites,  made  our  swimming 
powers^  had  the  boat  swamped,  more  than  doubtful,  and  the  rocks  to 
leeward  afforded  but  small  chance  of  a  safe  landing. 

Our  first  object  was  to  select  a  snug  berth  for  the  night  under  the  lee 
of  a  rock;  on  ascending  an  eminence  for  the  purpose,  to  my  surprise  and 
deHght  I  beheld  the  Comet  at  anchor  in  a  well  sheltered  cove,  within 
liail  of  the  spot  where  I  stood.  "  Comet,  ahoy! "'  "  Aye,  aye.  Sir," 
from  the  pilot  who  was  on  the  watch.  In  a  moment  the  boat  put  off, 
and  in  a  minute  we  were  once  more  in  our  comfortable  little  cabin,  the 
keide  boiling  and  tea  ready.  Seldom  have  I  experienced  a  more  agree- 
able change,  feelings  shared  by  both  my  friends,  for  the  Professor  had 
become  seriously  uneasy  at  our  non-appearance. 

Sunday  2tth. — ^Underway  at  six  a.m.  with  a  strong  southwardly 
ind.  Found  the  sea  too  heavy  outside  to  think  of  contending  with  it, 
ore  up  for  little  Loch  Bracadale,  where  we  supposed  that  we  had  seen 
he  Comet  the  night  before  our  adventure,  therefore  only  landed  us  in 
lie  light  plase.  We  found  here  a  party,  who  like  ourselves  had  been 
oriven  in  for  shelter;  it  consisted  of  Major  A  and  his  lady,  from 
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Northumberland,  He  had  charteied  and  fitted  up  a  sloop  of  seventy 
tons,  with  the  intention  of  visiting  Iceland,  but  meeting  with  bad  weather' 
had  given  up  his  intention  and  limited  his  cruise  to  the  HelHndes.  The 
captain  and  owner  evidently  thought  the  charter-money  more  easily 
earned  at  anchor  than  under  sail;  he  had  been  here  for  several  days,  and 
when  we  left,  Major  A  could  not  induce  him  to  follow  us.    Du- 

ring the  two  days  we  remained  we  had  much  agreeable  intercourse  with 
them. 

After  breakfast  landed,  and  visited  the  two,  so  called,  Danish  forts,  Dun 
Diarmed  and  Dun  Beg,  which  are  described  and  figured  by  Pennent, 
and  need  not  be  re«described  here.  We  abo  visited  a  subterranean 
house,  one  of  the  residences  of  the  pre-historic  or  aboriginal  inhabitants 
of  Britain. 

Monday  21ih. — Remained  at  anchor  wind-bound. 

Tuesday  2Sth, — Wmi  still  at  south ;  in  the  afternoon  it  moderated. 
Grot  under-way  and  beat  down  the  Loch,  leaving  Major  A  ^ 

anchor:  after  clearing  the  Loch  stood  to  the  westward. 

Wednuday  29^.-— This  morning  when  the  Professor  looked  out,  he 
reported  a  vessel  near,  so  like  ourselves,  that  had  he  not  been  on  boaid 
the  Comet,  he  would  have  said  it  was  her.  It  proved  to  be  the  Royal' 
George  revenue  cruizer,  150  tons;  so  deceptive  is  «ize  when  thoce  it 
nothing  to  compare  the  object  with. 

Anchored  early  in  the  forenoon  at  Cana,  pulled  across  to  the  Island 
of  Rum,  and  on  our  return  visited  Compass  Hill,  where  we  found  the 
deviation  from  the  true  magnetic  bearing  in  some  places  not  less  than 
eleven  points. 

Thursday  ZOth. — Sailed  about  mid-day,  wind  still  south,  spoke  the 
Royal  George,  bore  away  for  Egg,  and  spent  the  evening  with  the  hos-* 
pitable  minister. 

Friday  31s/.— Wind  still  southerly  and  blowing  strong;  remained  at 
anchor. 

Saturday  August  IsL — Wind  at  length  fair,  had  a  fine  run  to  Loch 

Don,  in  Mull,  where  we  found  our  friend  Major  A ,  who  meant 

to  cross  the  isUmd  to  visit  StaflPa,  much  disgusted  with  the  sloop. 

Sunday  2nd. — Wind  southerly,  got  under-way  after  breakfast  uid 
beat  as  far  as  £ysdale,  when  it  freshened  to  a  gale  with  a  heavy  ^  \ 
put  into  Eysdale  Harbour. 

Monday  Zrd, — Wind  south-west  but  moderate,  got  underway  fc 
the  turn  of  the  tide,  entered  the  Crinan  Canal  about  noon,  and  reacd  I 
Adrishaig  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday  ^th» — In  the  early  part  of  the  day  it  blew  a  gale  u     i* 
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aoath-west,  about  four  p.m.  it  moderated  and  veered  to  west;  left  the 
canal,  and  the  same  evening  anchored  at  Fairlie,  found  our  friends  well, 
aad  I  maj  conclude  in  the  words  with  which  Walter  Scott  concluded  the 
narrative  of  a  somewhat  similar  cruise,  undertaken  seven  years  after 
that  which  I  have  just  related,  **  We  had  constant  exertion,  a  succession 
of  wild  and  uncommon  scenery,  good  humour  on  board,  and  objects  of 
ammaUon  and  interest  when  we  went  ashore 

"Sed  Aigit  interea— fhgit  irrevocab»le  tempus*** 

I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  with  me  the  interest  a  voyage  excites  is 
slways  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  magnitude  of  the  vessel;  and  although 
it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  rank  the  dear  old  Comet  with  the  Idas, 
or  the  far  famed  Pet,  I  may  hope  that  the  foregmng  narrative  will  tend 
to  satisfy  younger  yachtera  with  the  size  of  their  vessels,  and  to  show 
with  haw  mueh  comfort  and  enjoyment,  three  gentlemen  and  two  sea- 
men, may  spend  a  month  in  a  six  tonner. 


THE  SHOOTING  YACHT. 


Whu  summer  is  gone,  and  match  and  pleasure  sailing  is  no  mor^ 
jichtsmen  betake  themselves  to  another  sport  no  less  exciting  and  in* 
vigorating  than  those  which  are  then  for  a  time  abolished.  Bacing  and 
pleasure  yachts  are  dismantled  and  laid  by  for  the  season,  and  the 
ikootmg  yacht  with  its  swivel  gun,  punt,  and  other  wildfowling  accon- 
trements  is  fitted  out  for  an  approaching  winter.  Many  yachtsmen  use 
the  same  vessel  both  for  pleasure  and  shooting,  and  on  those  parts  of  our 
eoast  most  frequented  by  wildfowl,  very  excellent  sport  is  often  to  be  had. 
It  is  tfa0  most  expensive  branch  of  wildfowl  shooting,  but  the  most 
ample  ;  there  is  less  labour  and  exercise,  consequently  less  fatigue  dian 
in  punt  shooting.  It  is  a  sport  the  most  delicate  constitution  can  follow 
up  without  risk,  notwithstanding  the  apparenUy  cold  and  formidable 
pfoceeding  of  venturing  out  to  sea  in  the  coldest  and  most  severe  weather, 
Cor  every  man  can  enwrap  himself  in  as  much  warm  clothing  as  he 
pleases,  without  inoonveniencbg  himself  in  any  way  for  the  sport,  and 
he  aetd  not  expose  himself  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  except  at 
0  skmal  short  intervals,  when  tiie  man  at  the  helm  calls  to  him  to 
b  B  and  try  a  shot  at  some  birds  near  by.  He  may  sit  over  the  cabin 
fi  with  pipe  and  glass  ;  or  with  the  last  new  publication,  with  Macau- 
k  r  History^  Hunfs  Yachting  Magazine^  or  any  other  book  that  suits 
h  racy.  A  yachtsman's  life,  free  and  easy  at  all  times,  is  quite  as 
fli     I  so  aboard  the  shooting  yacht  as  aboard  the  pleasure  yacht, 
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although  there  is  an  bftoite  deal  of  exdiement  and  amuflement  attached 
to  both. 

The  thorough  sportsman  however  with  irony  constitntion  will  not 
spend  much  of  his  time  in  the  cabin,  whilst  there  is  prospect  of  sport  ; 
he  bids  defiance  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  with  fur  coat  vnd 
sou'-wester  faces  the  bitterest  north  wind,  not  only  with  vigorous  endur- 
ance, but  with  apparent  relish. 

Shooting  yachts  are  of  various  sizes,  from  fire  to  twenty  tons  ;  thoie 
of  small  tonnage  are  chiefly  confined  to  river  and  lake  shooting,  whilst 
the  larger  ones  frequently  make  wide  excursions  at  sea,  and  are  absent 
firofloi  their  harbours  several  days  at  a  cruise  :  on  moonlight  nights  they 
fllso  get  underway,  and  occasionally  meet  with  good  success.  There 
are  several  different  methods  of  fitting  the  swivel  gun  to  the  yacht : 
some  'fix  it  at  the  bows,  by  means  of  a  stout  chock  or  heavy  block  of 
wood,  others  have  it  placed  on  the  cabin  top,  and  which  latter  appears 
to  be  the  best  position  aboard  a  small  yacht.  The  recoil  spring  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  size  and  strength  of  the  gun,  and  requires  some 
little  skill  in  both  making  and  fitting.  The  most  usual  sized  swivel 
guns  carry  from  lib.  to  l^lbs.  shot,  and  an  equal  mecuure  of  powder ; 
the  barrel  is  almost  eight  feet  in  length,  and  the  whole  gtra  is  as  muck 
as  a  strong  man  can  carry  on  his  shoulder,  and  shift  in  and  out  of  the 
cabin.  These  guns  are  larger  than  punt  guns,  and  when  well  handled 
and  skilfully  shot,  frequently  do  considerable  execution.  The  method 
of  shooting  is  as  follows  : — When  a  flock  of  wildfowl  are  seen  on  the 
wing,  they  are  marked  down  ;  the  yachtsman  then  makes  the  best  of 
his  way  towards  them,  and  endeavours  to  obtain  a  shot  on  a  reaching 
tack:  They  will  seldom  allow  the  yacht  to  approach  them  with  the 
wind  abidBt,  and  as  wildfowl  generally  rise  to  windward,  it  is  usual  to 
put  the  helm  down  at  the  moment,  to  luff  up  the  yacht,  and  by  that 
means  a  shoe  may  be  had  just  as  the  birds  cross  the  bows.  If  a  quick 
vessel,  some  ten  or  twenty  yards  are  ohen  gained  whilst  the  birds  are 
taking  wing.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  slightest  noise  or 
mution  aboard  the  yacht  whilst  reaching  towards  them,  will  disturb  ihe 
whole  flock.  Every  one  aboard  should  carefully  observe  the  strictest 
stillness  when  approaching  wildfowl :  their  nasal  and  auricular  powers 
being  exceedingly  acute.  It  is  not  unnsualt  when  a  good  chanoe  ooo  i» 
to  bring  down  fifty  or  sixty  at  a  shot ;  but  the  yachtsman  must  not  > 
pect  to  do  so  every  day,  on  the  contrary,  he  will  frequently  find  s 
birds  very  wild,  and  will  make  ten  blank  days  to  three  good  di  u 
Every  branch  of  wildfowl  shooting  is  uncertain,  but  the  most  so  is  m  ^ 
yacht  and  large  gun.     Two  good  sized  shoulder  guns  should  he  li    it 
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aboard  Ae  yacht,  for  the  purpose  of  dispatching  winged  and  wounded 
birds,  after  a  shot  from  the  large  gun  :  and  this  is  often  the  best  sport  o 
dl,  sometimes  -more  than  half  the  birds  which  drop  from  the  flock  at  the 
charge,  are  only  winged  and  wounded,  they  then  swim  away  almost  as 
hat  as  two  men  can  row  a  boat,  they  dodge  and  dive  for  half-an-hour  and 
upwards,  before  they  can  be  exhausted  and  taken.  It  is  therefore  highly 
desirable  to  be  provided  with  a  couple  of  shoulder  guns,  and  then  tlie 
ddff  need  not  be  manned  to  go  in  pursuit ;  for  if  there  is  wind,  the  yacht 
may  be  tacked  about,  and  the  wounded  birds  shot  and  taken  aboard 
without  difBculty. 

When  the  weather  is  too  calm  for  sailing,  if  there  be  wildfowl  near 
bj,  tiie  punt  should  be  launched,  and  an  excellent  shot  may  often  be  made 
at  sea,  as  well  as  in  the  rivers  and  sheltered  waters  of  the  coast.  Most 
of  our  readers  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  gunning  punts,  and  the 
method  of  using  them,  but  in  case  some  should  not  be,  a  brief  description 
of  such,  may  perhaps,  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

The  Maldon  gunning  punts  have  always  been  renowned  as  the  best 

adapted  to  the  sport  of  any.     Maldoa  is  a  seaport  town  in  Essex,  and 

stmdfl  on  the  banks  of  the  Blackwater,  a  favorite  locality  of  wildfowl  : 

thousands  are  annually  killed  in  these  waters,  and  many  families  are  en«> 

tirely  supported  during  winter  by  the  earnings  of  the  puntmen.     A 

Maldon  gunning  punt  is  a  long,  narrow,  flat   bottomed  little  boat, 

from  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet  in  length,  and  from  three  feet  to  three 

feet  six  inches  in  breadth  ;  the  forepart  b  generally,  but  not  always, 

covered  with  a  thin  scantling  ;  a  strong  wooden  chock  is  fitted  and 

firmly  secured  at  the  aft  part  of  the  covered  head,  and  a  groove  is 

«uty  in  which  the  gun  is  placed  within  a  foot  of  the  punt^s  stem  on  which 

die  muszle  end  of  the  gun  rests :    this  outer  rest  should,  by  means 

of  a  screw,  be  capable  of  being  raised  or  lowered  so  as  to  enable 

the  puntman  to  place  his  gun  in  a  proper  position,  or  so  as  to  bear  upon 

an  J  object,  and  bring  it  within  deadly  range  anywhere  between  forty 

and  100  yards.     A  strong  check  rope  must  be  fitted  to  the  chock  and 

butt  end  or  stock  of  the  gun,  to  ease  the  jerk  or  kick  of  the  gun^  which 

would  otherwise  break  a  man^s  shoulder  bone.     The  puntman  sits  in  a 

rowing  posture  until  he  finds  something  to  shoot  at ;  when  he  lies  flat 

his  stomach,  his  chest  resting  on  a  cushion,  his  arms  extended  over 

e  sides  of  the  punt,  and  working  a  pair  of  wooden  paddles,  by  means 

■  which  he  propels  his  punt  steadily  ahead  towards  the  birds  :  where 

9y  have  been  but  little  disturbed,  good  success  is  often  to  be  met  with  ; 

t  in  the  neighbourhood  where  many  punts  are  used,  it  is  seldom  a 

od  shot  can  be  made  by  daylight:  moonlight  nights  are  therefore  the 

at  &vorable  for  punting. 
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The  gfanmng  punt  is  a  daageroiui  craft  in  unskilfiil  hands,  the  slightest 
lurch  will  often  capnze  it,  when  a  heavy  gun  is  carried.  It  is  always 
prudent  to  row  ashore  to  reload  the  gun,  if  the  punt  is  a  ticklish  one,  or 
to  ksh  it  along  side  another,  the  puntman  making  all  his  movements  on 
his  knees.  But  few  yachtsman  emhraee  this  part  of  the  sport,  it  is  too 
fititiguing  and  laborious  :  they  generally  put  one  of  the  yacht^s  crew  into 
the  punt,  and  send  him  to  try  his  luck.  It  is  however  a  fine  exercise, 
and  some  gentlemen  to  oar  own  knowledge,  are  very  expert  hands  at 
the  sport 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  present  season  has  been  so  un« 
fisivorable  for  wildfowl  shooting  ;  there  has  been  scarcely  any  service  for 
the  yacht  and  large  gun  ;  but  last  winter  was  by  far  the  most  bvorable 
of  any  we  have  had  for  many  years.  It  is  this  uncertainty  that  makes 
yachtsmen  reluctant  to  launch  into  the  necessarily  heavy  expenses 
attending  the  equipment  of  a  shooting  yacht ;  there  are  some  seasons 
when  no  use  whatever  can  be  had  for  the  large  gun.  On  some  parts  of 
our  coast  however,  a  certun  degree  of  sport  may  annually  he  reckoned 
on,  and  on  the  coast  and  rivers  of  Holland,  yachtsmen  may  alwajrs  be 
certain  of  sport  should  they  be  disposed  to  venture  so  &r,  and  spend  a 
winter  amidst  the  frost  and  fogs  of  the  Netherlands. 


THE  THINGS  WE  LOVED  OF  TOBB. 

The  things  we  loved  of  yore. 

How  deep  a  hold  they  have, 
They  are  the  tide-marks  of  the  heart, 

Emboss'd  by  memory's  wave. 
The  things  we  loved  of  yore, 

Warm  tears  will  often  spring; 
And  love  will  consecrate  what  some 

Might  deem  a  worthless  thing. 
Smile  not — the  faded  leaf. 

Is  foil  of  spirit  lore; 
Perchance  a  mother  loved  the  tree 

Whereon  it  danced  of  yore. 
The  things  we  loved  of  yore. 

They  make  the  hosom  beat; 
With  quicker  throbs  of  mingled  joy 

To  hail  the  loved  retreat. 
The  shdtered  nook  where  once 

We  found  the  violet  flowers— 
The  wood  where  early  childhood  spent 

Its  joyftd  summer  hours. 
Ck>  visit  them  again. 

Now  manhood's  seal  is  set, 
Time's  signet  on  thy  heart  and  brain, 

And  own  their  magic  yek 
Qo  to  the  distant  home — 

Go  to  the  snrf-beat  shore — 
And  tell  me  what  endears  the  spot 

Like  being  loved  of  yore, 
Nv^HU  Houae,  Rpde,  Fa 
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ROYAL  YORKSHIRE  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Club  April  2Qd,  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave 
resigned  the  office  of  Commodore,  and  J.  Gee,  Esq.,  (Gloriana,)  was 
imanimoiisly  elected  to  that  distinguished  office.  We  heartily  congra- 
tulate the  Club  on  their  selection,  as  from  the  well-known  abilities  of 
this  gentleman  the  Royal  Yorkshire  will  most  assuredly  become  one  of 
the  first  in  the  aquatic  circle.  He  will  be  supported  by  the  indefatigable 
Yice-Commodore,  A.  Bannister,  Esq.,  aided  also  by  the  Hon. -Secretary 
W.  G.  Turnbull,  E!sq.,  whose  attention  to  his  onerous  duties  entitles  him 
to  the  praise  of  all  yachtsmen.  The  Club  is  in  a  rery  flourishing  con- 
fition,  and  will  g^ye  some  good  prizes  for  competition  during  the 


A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  who  has,  we 
befieve,  held  the  office  of  Commodere  over  since  the  commenoemeot  of 
the  Club. 


ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  club  Commodore  Litdedale  and  the  whole 
of  the  officers  were  re-elected  by  acclamation.  There  was  a  numerous 
attendance  of  members,  and  a  strong  desire  was  evinced  to  carry  on  the 
aeaaon  with  spirit  and  liberality.  The  matches  will  be  first-rate,  if 
good  prizes  can  make  them  so.  The  situation  of  the  Mersey  renders 
it  equal  to  the  best  dub  in  the  kingdom. 

ROYAL  ST.  GEORGE'S  YACHT  CLDB. 
This  club  met  very  numerously  at  their  annual  reading  out  dinner 
Lord  Otho  Fitzgerald,  the  Vice -Commodore,  presided.  The  club  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  enlarge  the  house. 
The  cmited  i^;atta  (Irish  and  St  George's,)  will.be  under  the  direction 
of  the  latter  in  Kingstown  harbour,  and  is  expected  to  come  off  in  July 
or  August  It  will  no  doubt  be  a  brilliant  affair,  as  most  of  the  crack 
yai>Iit8  will  be  present 

ROYAL  WELSH  YACHT  CLUB,  CARNARVON. 

A  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held  on  Saturday,  22nd  ult,  which  was 
imerously  attended.  The  accounts  were  submitted  to  the  Meeting, 
id  showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Club,  although,  during  the  past 
»ar,  nearly  £100  had  been  paid  from  the  funds  for  the  completion  of 

e  Club  House,  the  amount  specially  subscribed  for  the  building  bebg 

0  than  the  actual  cost 

Notice  was  given  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  ballotted  for  as 
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Members  at  the  next  meeting,  viz: — C.  Legge,  Esq.,  Kayo  ton  Home, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  J.  Priestly,  Esq.,  Hirdrefaig,  in  the  county  of 
Anglesey  ;  J.  Sevan,  Esq.,  of  Swansea ;  R.  Wolseley,  Esq*,  Caraanron; 
J.  A.  Clarke,  Esq.,  (yacht  Jessica)  Birkenhead  ;  E.  Bevan,  Esq.,  Bar- 
rister at  Law,)  North  Wales  Circuit,  and  O.  Morgan,  Esq.,  ditto. — to 
be  proposed  by  the  Rear-Commodore,  and  seconded  by  General  Gore. 
Notice  was  also  given  to  propose  for  ballot  E.  H.  Owen^  Esq.,  Ymwicb) 
in  this  county,  as  a  member  ;  and  Captain  Ward,  R.N.  as  an  honorary 
member,  to  be  proposed  by  E.  W.  Mathew,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  C. 
J.  Sampson,  Esq. 

A  beautiful  print  of.  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match, 
of  1853,  elegantly  framed,  presented  to  the  Club  by  Captain  Bartlett, 
owner  of  the  Glance,  (winner  of  the  first  cup  at  Carnarvon  last  year) 
was  much  admired.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  example  of  Capt  Btftlett 
in  presenting  the  Club  with  so  beautiful  an  ornament  for  the  walls  of 
the  Club  room  will  be  followed  by  many  more  of  its  members. 

The  Club  house  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  the  residence  of  the 
Warder,  who  was  appointed  to  reside  on  the  premises,  and  other  routine 
business  transacted. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  Secretary  to  furnish  the  list  of  Mem- 
bers immediately  to  Mr.  Hunt,  for  the  forthcoming  Universai  Yacht 
List  for  1856. — [We  earnestly  hope  that  all  Secretaries  will  follow  tlus 
example,  thereby  enabling  thb  useful  Annual  to  be  ready  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  yachting  season,  as  there  is  much  complaint  among 
yachtsmen  that  they  have  to  go  to  sea  without  it  till  the  middle  of  the 
season,  when  they  themselves  are  alone  to  blame. — Ed.] 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  took  place  at  the  Birkenhead 
Ferry  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  2nd  of  April,  and  was  numerously  attendedi 
the  Vice-Commodore  in  the  chair.  P.  Edwards,  Esq.,  Collector  of 
Customs,  Liverpool,  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Clnb^  and 
two  members  were  proposed  for  election  at  the  next  meeting.  A  motion 
was  proposed  and  carried,  to  the  effect  that  the  Rear-Commodore  be 
empowered  to  disqualify  any  yacht  refusing  to  obey  his  regulatioi  in 
starting  for  a  match.  The  sum  of  £45  was  then  voted  for  prizes  t  he 
apportioned  follows:— £20  prize,  Thursday  June  26th  ;  £20  p  ^ 
Saturday,  July  26th  ;  £5  in  cash  to  be  given  with  the  Challenge  (  ^h 
value  50  guineas,  Saturday,  August  23rd.  The  opening  cruise  t  be 
fixed  at  the  next  meeting. 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  March  the  officers  of  this  clob  were  onani- 
moiuly  re-elected  viz. — R.  Hewett,  Esq.  Commodore ;  E.  Knibbs,  Esq.  Vice 
Commodore ;  P.  Tamer,  Esq.  Treasurer;  C.  F.  Chabb,  1'^  ,  Hon.  Secretary; 
A.  Bemcastle,  Esq.  Cupbearer. 

The  Commodore  and  the  above  gentlemen  having  been  introduced  they 
retmised  thanks:  after  which  A.  Turner,  J.  Webber,  and  J.  Webster,  Esqrs.; 
were  elected  Auditors.  Messrs.  Ayckboume,  Bartlett,  Bulmer,  Burton, 
Brown,  Campbell,  Chubb,  Seaton,  Gardner,  Guest,  Gunner,  Jackson,  Legge, 
Logie,  Pybus,  Poppleton,  Sadler,  and  Wall  were  appointed  the  Sailing 
Committee  and  for  general  purposes. 

Mr.  Legge*s  motion  limiting  the  number  of  hands  to  be  carried  in  matches, 
m.  one  for  every  two  tons,  besides  the  steerer  and  one  friend,  was  carried. 
Vessels  of  odd  tonnage  to  class  with  the  nearest  tonnage  larger. 

ChtdUnge  Prize. — This  magnificent  prize,  the  design  of  which  we  have 
Men,  is  of  the  value  of  ^50,  and  will  be  sailed  under  the  following  conditionst 

1. — ^The  match  to  be  open  to  the  vessels  of  any  yacht  dub  of  the  United 
Sngdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  exceeding  8  tons,  Prince  of  Wales 
Tacht  dub  measurement. 

2.— The  prize  to  be  won  twice  by  the  same  yacht,  Inespeotive  of  ownership, 
and  to  he  held  by  the  owner  of  the  yacht  winning  any  single  match,  under  a 
bond  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  to  return  the  same  until  abs<^ttte|y 
won,  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  when  required. 

X — The  conree  to  be  fVom  Erith  to  Chapman  Head  Lighthouse  and  back, 
Xotranoe  fee  for  each  yacht  2s.  6d.  per  ton,  to  be  returned  to  those  that  start. 

4. — ^The  yachts  to  be  properly  decked  vessels,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Meaaoring  Committee ;  the  open  part  of  such  decks  not  to  exceed  one-third  of 
the  length  from  stem  to  stern-post.  No  yacht  having  won  the  prize  once  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  into  competition  again  if  any  alteration  shall  have  been  made 
In  her  tonnage.  Yachts  to  be  measured  previous  to  each  match.  Any  rig  to 
be  permitted,  and  canvas  unlimited,  excepting  square-sail. 

5.— Every  yachs  to  sail  with  all  her  fittings  and  equipments,  and  no  cabin 
heads  to  be  unshipped  or  removed  during  a  match  ;  and  no  ballast  to  be  shifted 
or  water  baUast  used. 

6.— The  yachts  to  be  steered  by  a  member  of  a  yacht  dub,  and  the  crew  not 
to  exceed  one  hand  for  every  two  tons,  exclusive  of  the  member  steering  and 
one  friend ;  vessels  of  an  odd  number  of  tons  to  dass  with  the  nearest  tonnage 
httger. 

7.— The  time  for  tonnage  to  be  one  minute  per  ton. 
.^No  vessd  with  a  sliding  ked  or  centre-board  to  be  allowed  to  compete. 
^— All  other  regulations  with  regard  to  matches  to  be  governed  by  the  Rules 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Tacht  Club. 

Should  the  winner  of  the  Challenge  Cup  this  year  be  unsuccessful  next,  a 
isentation  cup  will  be  awarded  to  her  as  a  compensation  for  her  loss. 
&t  the  First  match,  May  29th,  Mr.  Benson's  liberal  prize,  value  £10,  for 
sels  of  10  tons  and  under.— Time,  one  minute  per  ton  allowed  for  differ- 
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ence  of  tonnage,  will  be  siiled  for,  also  the  Club  Prize,  value  iSlO,  for  ves- 
tels  of  8  tons  and  under. 

Mr.  Barton  has  promised  a  handsome  telescope  as  a  third  prize. 

Hie  liberality  of  the  members  of  this  club  is  worthy  of  imitation. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB. 

Notwithstanding  the  near  proximity  of  the  Rre  at  Covent  Garden  Theatre, 
the  members  of  the  Club  met  on  Wednesday  evening  5th  ult  (the  utoal 
Club  Meeting)  for  the  election  of  Officers,  and  other  business.  It  was  nu- 
merously attended. 

R.  S.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  chair; — when  the 
following  gentlemen  were  re-elected,  viz: — Lord  Alfred  Paget,  Commodore; 
R  Green,  £sq.  Vice- Commodore;  Capt.  Grant,  Sectetary;  R.  Cook, Esq. 
Cupbearer;  — Ford,  J.  Hutcheons,  M*Gedy,  Esqs.,  .'Auditors. 

Committee  for  Sailing  and  General  purposes, — Commodore,  Vice-com- 
modore, Treasurer,  Captain  T.  S.  BarwelC  H.  W.  Birch,  A.  Cox,  J.  L. 
Cragie,  D.  J.  Hoare,  C.  R.  Tatham,  J.  A.  D.  Wake,  C.  Smart,  C.  Stokes, 
J.  Hutcheons,  J.  D.  Lee,  F.  Robinson,  R.  S.  Wilkinson,  aud  A  Young,  Esqs. 

After  the  above  gentleman  had  returned  thanks,  the  worthy  and  mocb 
eateemed  Capt.  Wheeler  rose  to  resign  the  office  of  Treasurer,  which  he  has 
held  for  a  considerable  number  of  yeara.  The  announcement  was  received 
with  deep  regret  by  all  the  members  present,  and  we  are  sure  every  one  will 
participate  in  that  feeling  who  has  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with 
that  gentleman.  His  kindness  of  heart  and  amiable  manners  has  won  him  a 
boat  of  sincere  friends.  With  a  view  of  lessening  his  duties  it  was  proposed 
that  an  account  should  be  opened  at  a  Bankers,  in  the  names  of  the  Commo- 
dore, Vice- Commodore,  and  Treasurer,  and  that  the  only  duty  required  of 
the  latter  should  be  to  sign  the  cheques,  and  by  this  arrangement  afford 
members  an  opportunity  of  paying  in  their  subscriptions  to  the  account  of 
the  Club  at  a  bankera  in  preference  to  compelliog  them  to  attend  at  the 
Club  House  at  specified  hours  to  see  the  Secretary.  On  the  propontion  of 
Mr.  Wheeler  aa  Treasurer,  that  gentleman  aided  the  view  above  named,  bot 
urged  upon  the  Club  in  a  very  gentlemanly  and  sensible  address,  his  desire 
to  withdraw  in  his  declining  yeara  from  the  post  he  had  so  long  filled.  His 
wish  was  heard  with  unmistakeable  feelings  of  regret,  and  although  he  pressed 
his  resignation  until  it  was  accepted,  he  kindly  undertook  to  continue  in 
office  pro  tern.,  until  the  Club  selected  an  eligible  person  to  supply  the 
vacancy. 

The  Commodore  then  announced  the  report  of  the  Sailing  Commi  se 
which  was  adopted  and  carried  nem  eon.  The  report  included  the  era  re 
of  the  names  of  certain  number  of  members  possessing  defective  memoi  if 
a  new  classification  of  yachts  in  lieu  of  the  present  one;  certain  amendme  S| 
and  the  addition  to  the  existing  laws,  of  certain  resolutions,  unanimo'  Ij 
passed  at  various  general  meetings ;  and  the  following  fixtures  for  the  ser    a** 
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The  opeoiog  trip;  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  19th  of  April;  yachts  to 
asaemble  punctually  off  the  Brunswick  Pier,  Blackwall,  at  2  o'clock  tm.  od 
that  day ;  to  sail  thence  in  company  to  Grarefiend. 

The  first  match  of  the  season  (for  cutters  only),  on  Wednesday,  14th  of 
May ;  ik>  time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage  above  60  tons ;  last  night 
of  entry,  Wednesday  May  7th,  until  10  p.m.,  for  prizes  of  the  value  of  100 
•ova.  70  so  vs.  and  50  sovs. 

The  second  match  {for  sshooners  only),  for  a  prise  value  100  sovs.  one 
miaote  and  a  quarter  time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage;  on  Wednesday, 
14th  of  June;  last  night  of  entry  Thursday  7th  of  June,  until  10  p.]f. 
'  The  third  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  28th  June ; 

laei  aight  of  entry,  Thursday  10th  of  June,  until  lOh  p.m.  :  for  a  prize  vahie 
90BQva. 

In  aecordance  with  the  rules,  no  tickets  of  adnuasion  on  board  the  steam- 
boats  will  be  forwarded  to  those  members  whose  subscriptions  may  remain 
unpaid. 

Tbe  Seotetary  then  read  a  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Royal  National 
Life  Boat  Instirution,  expressing  the  thanks  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Nortb- 
imkberland,  aa  Presiclent,  in  reference  to  the  donation,  by  the  Qsb  of  £10 
to  that  excellent  Institution.  On  tbe  motion  of  J.  Hutcheons,  Esq.,  seconded 
by  Captain  Wheeler,  the  said  letter  was  unanimously  voted  to  be  entered  on 
th0  Minutes.  We  ase  glad  to  learn  that  the  subscription  list  in  aid  of  pre* 
■sotifig  the  above  lostitiition  with  one  of  Peake's  Li&  Boats  is  progressing 
moat  ilivenrably,  several  members,  including  the  Commodore,  Yice-com- 
I  nodcMPe,  Sir  Percy  Shelly,  Bart,  baring  added  their  namea  to  the  list,  which 
!  tbe  Secretavy  aDOonnced  during  the  course  of  the  evening  as  having  reached 
tbe  muA  of  iSlSSw  This  benevolent  undertaking  appeaxa  likely  to  be  crowned 
with  success. 

The  dub  agaip  met  on  tbe  2nd  instant,  when  Yice-commodoEe  R.  Green 
oeewpied  tbe  chair,  in  tbe  unavoidable  absence  of  Lord  Alfred  Paget. 

After  tbe  aunutes  of  tbe  preceding  meeting  had  been  confirmed.  Captain 
Wheeler  submitted  hja  r^;>ort,  *'  He  rose  for  the  last  time  as  their  Treasurar 
I  to  g^ve  a  statement  oC  the  funds  of  tbo  duby  entrusted  to  his  ke^nog  for  so 
neajr  years.  Tbe  report  had  been  duly  certified  hj  tbe  auditors^  and  pre- 
•toted  tbe  giati^g  fact  of  t^  baUnee  io  baod  of  ^2647,  after  piqrment  of 
coBCOt  expenses  to  the  31st  of  March  iadusire,  and  OKslusive  of  iSl,700 
-wmiUA  in  llie  Three  per  cent  Ccosols.  The  report  was  unanimoosly  adopted 
amidat  cheers. 

Bi,  &  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  in  enlogiflBg  the  serrices  of  the  late  treasurer,  pro- 
f  sd  tbe  fbUowiag :— ''  Thtk%  tbe  club,  in  accepting  Captwn  Wheeler's  re- 
1  petien^  beg  to  express  their  thanks  for  tbe  manner  in  which  be  has  man« 
i  i  and  improved  ita  financial  condition,  and  tbe  members  hqpe  that,  tho' 
1  eved  fimn  the  trouble  wl^ph  be  baa  so  kindly  undertaken  during  a  period 
i  fr«)ty-ftre  yesrs,  they  may  still  be  cheered  with  the  [Measure  of  his  com- 
]  f  at  their  matcbea  and  meetings.'*  G.  Powell,  Bsq.  having  seconded  the 
]     fxwtion  it  was  carried  amid  loud  cheers. 

>.  4.— VOL.  V.  2  a 
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It  was  then  proposed  **  that  the  foregoiog  resolution  be  written  on  vcIfuWr 
signed  by  the  officers  of  the  dub,  framed  atrd  glazed,  and  presented  to  Cap- 
tain Wheeler  at  an  early  opportunity." 

Captain  Wheeler  on  lising  to  return  his  thanks  was  so  overpowered  by  his 
feelings  as  to  be  unable  to  address  the  club  for  several  minutes.  "  He  most 
sincerely  thanked  them  for  the  high  honour  they  bad  year  after  year  conferred 
upon  him  in  electing  him  as  their  treasurer,  and  of  their  kind  appreciatioi> 
of  his  services,  as  expressed  rn  their  resolution.  It  had  always  been  his  study 
to  promote  by  every  means  in  his  power  the  advancement  of  the  club,  and 
he  had  been  already  more  than  compensated  for  aily  exertions  of  his  by  the 
pleasure  he  had  derived  m  the  increasing  and  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
body,  and  although  he  now  retired  from  the  duties  of  effiee  he  should  always 
feel  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  club ;  and  he  felt  sure  it  would  ever  be 
attended  with  that  access  to  which  it  was  so  much  entitled.**  The  worthy 
Yeteran  was  much  applairded. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  then  proposed  *'  That  James  Hutcheons,  Esq.,  be  elected 
treasurer.  He  had  long  been  known  amongst  them,  and  a  more  worthy  sue- 
cessor  to  Capt.  Wheeler  it  would  be  difficult  to  find ,  or  one  in  whom  the 
club  could  better  confide,  in  reference  to  ability  and  willingness  to  serve./ 
This  proposition  was  warmly  received  and  carried. 

Mr.  Hatcheons  "assured  the  club  he  should  always  fe^  proud  in  endea* 
Touring  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  his  predecessor.  lie  felt  glad  to  say,  befoie 
Bo  many  friends  and  yachtsmen  that  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  club 
was,  he  might  say,  patent  to  all  the  world,  and  that  his  utmost  endeavours 
wnuld  be  to  merit  the  approval  of  every  one." 

Mr.  Hooper  was  appointed  an  auditor  in  the  place  of  Mr.  tfutcbeont. 

Some  discussion  arose  respeetitrg  the  appointment  of  bankers,  and  Messrs^r 
Coutts  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Addison  proposed  "  That  a  piece  of  plate  be  presented  to*  Captain 
Wheeler,  the  fete  treasurer,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  club,  in  consi- 
deration of  his  valuable  services  during  twenty -five  years;  and  that  the 
Sailing  Committee  be  requested  to  select  a  proper  memorial  to  signify  the 
feelings  of  the  club.*'    This  motion  met  with  general  approval* 

Mr.  Chilton  proposed  "  That  a  silver  cup  of  the  value  of  50  sovs.  be  saited 
for  on  the  28th  of  June  next,  by  cutters  belonging  to  the  dubj  exceeding  30 
and  not  exceeding  60  tons;  and  ^Iso  a  cup,  value  25  sovs.  by  cutters  exceed* 
ing  15  and  not  exceeding  30  tons,  none  of  which  have  won  a  prize  ki  a  royal 
yacht  club,  in  this  or  the  preceding  year.'* 

Vice-Commodore  Green  in  closing  the  business  of  the  evening,  expressed 
great  satisfaction  at  the  prosperity  of  the  club,  and  the  prospects  of  the  i  i- 
Bon,  and  trusted  the  members  would  gather  in  great  force  on  Saturday,  i« 
19th  inst.  at  the  opening  trip,  and  members  might  take  advantage  of  ie 
Phoenix  at  2  o'clock  for  a  cast  down.  He  could  assure  them  he  ahoold  l)e 
most  happy  to  sec  as  many  as  she  could  stow  away,  and  as  long  tt%  ehe  id 
not  sink,  the  more  that  come  the  merrier ;  and  they  should  aU  have  a  he&  tj 
welcome. 
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Tms  annual  eleciioa  of  officers  took  place  at  the  last  meetiog  of  the  club  on 
March  17th,  which  from  the  following,  report  of  our  leading  sporting  journal 
ivas  numerousljr  attended,  and  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  were  character- 
ised by  that  good  feeling  ^rhich  ever  reigns  predominant  in  this  club. 

J.  Crockford,  £8Q*<)  was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  who  observed  that 
ibey  had  an  important  duty  to  perform,  namely,  electing  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year;  and  the  first  on  the  list  was  the  Commodore. 

J.  Kcynolds,  Esq.,  roae  to  propose  the  election  of  their  excellent  Commo- 
dore J,  Goodson,  Esq.,  and  he  (Mr.  R.)  regretted  his  inability  to  do  justice 
to  the  qualiiications  of  that  gentleman  for  the  office,  nor  did  he  think  it  would 
be  an  easy  matter  to  sum  up  those  attributes  with  which  their  worthy 
Commodore  was  endowed,  and  which  rendered  him  so  efficient  as  their  chief 
^officer.  He  had  presided  over  the  deatinies  of  the  club  from  its  very  form- 
ation, and  they  must  individually  and  collectively  ieel  that  it  had  highly 
prospered  under  his  direction.  The  rapid  increase  of  its  numbers  by  the 
addition  of  new  members,  which  constantly  took  place,  exemplified  the  fact 
of  its  advancement  and  prosperity,  and  the  efficiency  of  their  excellent  Com- 
modore whom  without  more  adoc,  he  now  proposed  for  re-election.*' 

A.  Phillips,  Esq.,  in  seconding  the  nomination,  said  *'when  he  looked  at  the 
years  the  Commodore  had  presided  over  them,  of  the  number  of  names  upon 
Cbeirlist,  and  of  the  twenty  new  members  proposed  for  election  that  night, 
he  thought  he  need  not  trouble  himself  to  say  much  about  the  Commodore*s 
qualifications  for  the  office,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  much  of  the 
excellent  management  must  be  attributed  to  him,  and  so  long  as  they  had 
the  honour  of  having  him  at  their  head,  they  must  succeed  and  prosper/' 
Re-elecced  by  acclamation. 

W.  Goodson,  Esq.,  in  rising  to  propose  the  re-election  of  Captain  W.  S. 
Andrews  as  Vice*  Commodore,  expressed  his  inability  to  point  out  effectually 
the -merits  of  that  gentleman,  but  he  had  no  he&itation  in  stating  that  a  more 
«pright  or  honourLble  man  did  not  exist,  and  he  therefore  trusted  his 
re-electioB  would  be  signified  by  the  same  way  in  which  the  Commodore's 
had  been.  C.  F«  Farmer,  Esq.,  in  seconding  the  proposal  observed  that 
from  the  saiisfactory  manner  in  which  the  duties  had  been  conducted-  by 
ibeir  excelieiit  Vice*  Commodore,  he  felt  assured  there  was  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Club  to  part  with  him.     Re-elected  unanimously. 

A.  Crosaley,  Esq.,  proposed  the  re-ele-ction  of  G.  C  Eagles,  Esq,  as  Trea- 

aurer,  and  had  much  pleasure  in  saying  it  was  an  honour  he  had  enjoyed 

"^  ^fore,  and  which  \Vc.s  now  increased  by  greater  experience  of  that  gentleman's 

erits.     Ue  lelt  that  a  great  deal  of  the  success  and  present  position  of  tlia 

ub  were  to  be  attributed  to  his  exertioBS,  and  he  had  bad  an  opportunity 

^ile  on  the  audit,of  ascertaining  that  the  duties  Mr.  Eagles  had  to  perform 

Treasurer  were  of  a.  very  arduous  character.     Looking  at  what  was  looming 

ihe  distance,  he  had  no  doubt  the  club  would  continue  to  prosper,  and  as 

«  worthy  'JVea£urer  was  one  of  the  causes  of  that  prosperity,  he  felt  assured 
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he  should  have  fhe  opportanity  of  oongmtnlatiDg  them  on  coothiiied  Mcoen 
under  sach  favourable  auspices.  PhOip  Van  de  Wall,  Esq.,  seconded  tbe 
nomination  by  observing,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  club  had  been  much  en- 
hanced by  Mr.  Eagles,  than  whom  a'  better  man  was  not  to  be  found.  Re* 
elected  unanimously. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  above  named  were  re- 
quested  to  re-enter  the  room,  and  the  Commodore  on  taking  his  station  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  said  **he  deeply  felt  the  honour  they  bad  confened 
upon  him  by  re-electing  him,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  show  by  increased 
application  to  their  interests  how  highly  he  appreciated  it.     Ever  since  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  connected  with  them  he  had  neglected  no  oppor- 
tunity to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  great  body  he  had  the  honour  to  preside 
over,  and  the  result  proved  what  could  be  done  by  unity  of  persons  booad 
together  in  friendly  association.    The  elements  of  prosperity  were  in  their 
own  hands,  and  if  they  all  pulled  gallantly  and  well  together,  as  their  Mends 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  did  on  the  Thames  on  Saturday  last,  a  gentleman 
intimately  connected  with  them,  and  a  partaker  in  such  glorious  victoriet 
sat  on  his  left  (T.  Egan,  Esq,)  they  could  not  fkil  of  achieving  that  prosperity 
which  as  a  club  they  desired.    They  might  depend  upon  it  the  club  had  not 
yet  arrived  at  any  thing  like  its  fullest  height,  and  he  should  atill  have,  and 
with  more  cause  too,  to  ask  the  forbearanee  of  gentlemen  for  any  inoonvs- 
nience  they  might  sustain  in  that  room  owing  to  the  increased  largeness  of 
their  numbers.    He  could  prondse  them  great  sport  for  the  approadung 
season,  and  as  their  Treasurer  was  provided  with  the  sinews  of  war  in  the 
shape  of  ample  funds,  they  should  be  pleased  to  show  any  bold  competitor 
who  entered  their  lists  how  well  they  knew  how  to  reward  his  triumph." 
After  adverting  to  a  transaction  on  the  coast  where  he  had  declined  to  salli 
"  he  begged  it  to  be  understood  that  he  had  never  entered  his  yacht  for  tiiy 
other  purpose  than  the  amusement  of  sport,  never  for  private  gain  nor  inter- 
ested motives ;  nor  had  he  ever  felt  that  there  was  any  implied  or  expressed 
understanding  that  when  he  took  tbe  office  of  Commodore  be  was  to  take 
part  in  contending  for  prizes  offered  for  yacht  sailing,    it  had  always  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  visit  the  coast  under  their  flag  which  he  had  die 
honour  to  bear,  and  he  was  delighted  to  do  so,  if  it  could  in  any  way  advance 
their  interests,  and,  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  he  hoped  he  should 
continue  possessing  the  confidence  he  at  that  moment  enjoyed,  by  seeking 
every  opportunity  of  benefitting  the  body  to  which  he  belonged  "  (cheers.) 

**  He  then  said  with  reference  to  his  worthy  coadjutor,  Capt.  Andrews,  that 
it  unfortunately  fell  to  his  lot  to  return  thanks  for  that  gentleman,  owing  to 
his  illness.  He  was  unhappily  suffering  under  a  liver  complaint,  notwith- 
atanding  which  he  had  intended  to  have  dined  and  spent  the  evening  with 
them.  He  had,  however,  found  himself  so  unwell  that  he  had  been  ob%ed 
to  go^home  instead.  The  club  bad  not  only  his  best  wishes  for  its  advance- 
ment, but  he  had  something  in  perspective  in  the  northern  drcoit  fotr  tiienr 
pleasure  and  amusement,  and  care  would  be  taken,  as  far  as  their  endeavoors 
could  possibly  go,  in  tranaferring  travelers  to  the  scene  of  acttoo  with  aa 
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little  pomble  iocoDvemence  as  coold  well  be  managed.  Besides  the  flatter- 
ing  prospects  in  the  north,  there  were  cheering  ones  at  home,  and  he  only 
wished  Capt.  A.  was  there  to  thank  them  in  person  for  the  high  compliment 
the  J  had  paid  to  his  endeavours  to  forward  their  interests.*' — Mr.  Eagles  next 
returned  thanks,  and  said  **it  appeared  so  recently  that  he  had  last  addressed 
them  upon  the  same  sol^ect,  that  his  mind  could  hardly  be  brought  to  the 
conclusion  that  be  had  served  another  twelvemonths'  office,  but  time  flew  a* 
pace,  and  be  was  again  in  the  sitaation  of  one  acknowledging  renewed  honour. 
After  reference  to  the  club  having  .been  considerable  losers  by  their  fraudulent 
bankers^  Messrs.  Strahan  and  Co.,  he  said  they  had  much  to  congratulate 
themselves  upon  in  having,  after  the  defrayment  of  the  incidental  expenses 
ef  the  season,  so  &r  recovered  the  loss  as  to  possess  £300  in  hand,  and 
that,  too,  without  the  eaercise  of  any  undue  parsimony.  Since  he  last 
had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  them  the  financial  state  of  the  club  bad 
{■egreesed  most  satisfactorily,  and  there  were  now  600  members  in  their 
isoks,  with  twenty  more  on  the  ballot  Hst  that  night.  He  felt  bound  to 
apress  hia  high  sense  of  the  assistance  he  bad  received  fiom  the  Secretary 
aod  other  officers ;  and  while  he  could  contribute  in  ac^y  way  to  further  the 
prosperity  of  the  dab,  he  should  esteem  it  a  great  pleasure,  and  when  next 
he  came  before  them,  to  render  an  account  of  his  stewardship,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  more  flattering  than  at  present." 

A.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  said  **  the  rules  of  the  club  mentioned  that  there  should 
be  a  Bear  Commodore,  and  might  he  take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  how  it  was 
that  no  such  appointment  was  filled  f  It  ought  either  to  be  filled  or  withdrawn 
from  the  book."— The  Commodore  replied  *^that  it  is  quite  true  that  there 
•hoald  be  a  Bear-Commodore,  and  he  felt  much  pleasure  in  oflering  every 
exj^anation  in  hia  power  upon  the  subject.  The  club  had  endeavoured  to 
isleet  a  fitting  gentleman  willing  to  take  the  office,  but  had  hitherto  &iled. 
If  they  could  find  ooe  they  should  only  be  too  happy.'* 

The  Commodore  then  begged  to  propose  the  re-election  of  Van  de  Wall, 
£iq.,  an  energetic  supporter  of  the  club,  who  was  always  ready  at  his  post, 
as  Cop-bearer,  and  smilingly  observed  that  as  money  was  given  instead  of 
plate,  the  office  had  almost  been  lost  sight  of. — G.  C.  Eagles,  Esq.,  seconded 
the  nomination  with  a  well  merited  compliment  to  Van  de  Wall,  Esq, 
Uoanimoosly  re-elected. 

Van  de  Wall,  Eaq.,  was  much  obliged  for  the  kind  niaiiner  in  which  hia 
Bsme  had  been  mentioned,  and  said  he  had  always  endeavoured  to  discharge 
his  dutieB  satisfactorily. 

The  following  were  re-elected  measurers  of  yachts,  viz.,  J.  Crockford,  C. 
^  Faimer,  and  A.  Johnson,  Esqs.  A  number  of  other  gentlemen  were  then 
^  !ted  as  auditors,  sailing  con)mittee,  house  committee,  &c.,  these  for  the 
1  at  part  were^nearly  the  same  as  before. — The  report  of  the  sailing  commit- 
I  was  then  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  club,  and  the  following  alteration 
<    the  rules  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  gentlemen  proposed  for  the  ballot 

re  duly  elected. 

^he  electioDf  having  been  satitfiictorily  terminated,  the  Sailing  Committee 
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brought  up  their  report  of  the  alterationa  necessary  in  the  lavs,  which  wet« 
us  follows:— 

In  rale  24  the  alteration  makes  it  as  follows,  yia^:— 

*<  That  when  three  prizes  are  given,  all  yachts  sailing  in  matches  of  this 
club  be  divided  into  three  classes,  vix  : — 

Nf  aximum  tonnage  of  the  first  class  to  be  thirty  tons. 

Maximum  tonnage  of  the  second  class  to  be  twenty  tons. 

Maximum  tonnage  of  the  third  class  to  be  ten  tons. 
The  measurement  of  such  yachts  to  be  taken  in  a  straight  line  on  deck,  from 
a  perpendicular  line  raised  from  the  aftermost  part  of  the  main  stem,  to  a 
perpendicular  line  raised  from  the  alYermost  part  of  the  main  stem  post, 
from  which,  substractiog  the  breadth,  the  remainder  shall  be  esteemed  the 
just  length  to  find  the  tonnage,  and  the  breadth  shall  be  taken  from  the 
outside  of  the  outside  plank  in  the  broadest  part  of  the  yacht,  whether  that 
shall  be  above  or  belo*^  the  main  wales,  inclusive  of  all  manner  of  doubliog 
planks,  excepting  the  usual  mouldings,  then  multiplying  such  length  by  the 
breadth  so  taken,  and  that  product  by  half  the  breadth,  and  dividing  the 
whole  by  94,  the  quotient  shall  be  deemed  the  tonnage.  Provided  never- 
theless, that  if  any  contrivance  be  resorted  to  in  the  build  of  a  vessel  to 
evade  this  rule,  the  measurers  are  empowered  to  take  their  measurement 
according  to  its  spirit  and  intention,  giving  notice  to  the  owner,  who,  if 
dissatisfied,  may  appeal  to  the  Sailing  Committee." 

(The  new  meaourcment  will  reduce  the  tonnage  of  vessels  one  seventh,  so 
that  the  maximum  will  remain  about  the  same  as  before.) 

The  next  alteration  was  rule  32. 

^*  That  at  the  Club  Meeting  in  March  a  Sailing  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  consisit  of  thirteen  members,  including  the  fiag-officers  and  treasurer,  five  of 
whom  shall  form  a  quorum.  No  member  of  such  committee  shall  be  allowed 
to  vote  upon  any  question  in  which  he  is  personally  interested ;  and,  in  all 
disputes  and  matters  referred  to  the  committee,  their  decision  shall  be  final. 
Acting  members  of  the  sailing  committee  not  attending  three-fourths  of  the 
meetings  of  that  committee  for  the  year  preceding  the  March  meeting*  to 
be  ineligible  for  re-election  for  the  following  year." 

Rule  45,  with  the  alteration,  reads  thus : — 

^*  That  the  day  for  holding  the  annual  dinner  be  fixed  at  the  Club  Meeting 
in  September,  and  that  for  the  ball  in  the  November  following,  and  that 
stewards  be  then  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Rule  47,  with  a  slight  omission,  reads  thus,  viz : — 

**  That  no  boat  used  as  a  working  boat,  or  that  shall  be  let  to  hire,  shall  be 
allowed  to  belong  to  the  club/* 

The  following  is  an  additional  rule,  via : — 

"That  a  member  wishing  to  dispose  of  his  yacht  miy  register  the  same 
with  the  Secretary,  who  shall  be  entiiled  thereon  to  a  fee  of  £\  Is.,  for  the 
first-class  vessels,  and  10s.  6d.,  for  second  and  third-class  vessels.  Should 
however,  a  vessel  be  sold  through  the  agency  of  the  Secretary,  he  shall  also 
be  entitled  to  £1  per  cent*  on  the  purchase  money. 
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EiplaDatioDs  were  given,  fully  bearing  out  the  necessity  of  these  ahera- 
tioDS,  which  were  agreed  to  without  a  dissentient  voice. 

The  Commodore  complimented  the  yachting  world  upon  the  urbanity  it 
had  received  on  the  coast  of  France  since  the  present  Emperor  Napoleon 
III.  had  ascended  the  throne,  and  three  hearty  cheers  were  given  by  the 
clab  in  honour  of  the  birth  of  his  Imperial  son. 

The  opening  trip  was  announced  for  Saturday  the  3rd  of  May ,  to  rendez- 
vous at  blackwall. —  Mr.  Waites  received  the  appointment  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  clab  house,  at  Gravesend,  and  Messieur  Richards  Freres  received  the 
appointment  of  agents  to  the  club  at  the  port  of  Dunkirk. — The  meeting  then 
adjourned. 


THE  YACHT  CLUB  ROYAL  BELGE. 

Wa  bare  received  a  list  from  this,  club,  and  from  its  perusal  find  that  it  is 
well  supported,  numbering  vipwards  of  250  members,  amongst  whom  are  the 
names  of  several  British  yachtsmen,  vie  ,  Commodore  Groodson,  J.  Crockford 
J.  Talmadge,  N.  Peppercorne,  W.  Goodson,  A.  J.  Young,  H.   Fillis,  T. 
Barnes,  &c. 

The  Comte  de  Flandres  is  the  Commodore,  and  the  clnb  is  under  the 
direction  of  12  noblemen  and  gentlemen.  We  are  informed  that  some 
handsome  prizes  will  be  offered  for  competition  for  yachts  of  aII  nations  at 
the  next  regattai  at  which  no  doubt  the  British  clubs  will  show  their 
bunting. 


•ur  SDitoi'jEt  ftocfcrr* 


Spisbd  or  Yachts. 

Londany  March  24/A,  1S56. 
DbaeSuu — I  think  "Nauticus**  has  entirely  mistaken  "Talinurus^s  "  meaning, 
If  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  draw  on  paper  the  deck  of  a  vessel  sailing,  four 
points  off  the  wind,  and  the  gaff  between  three  and  four  points  off  her  line  of 
motion,  he  will  find  that  the  bead  of  the  sail  will  be  just  full  and  only  that. 
Of  course  if  the  gaff  were  off  four  points,  the  head  of  the  sail  would  be  in  a 
line  with  the  wind  on  the  shake. 

''^  disadvantage  of  short  gaffs  and  high  peaked  sails  is  that  your  top- sails 
IV  li  are  so  useful  in  ordinary  weather,  would  necessarily  be  reduced  to 
n  i  inaignificant  dimensions.  I  perfectly  agree  with  Palinurus  as  to  the 
«  )ua  defects  of  the  cutter  rig,  although  it  is  the  best  we  have  at  present 
ft    -acbts  under  sixty  tons. 

I  am,  &c., 

R.T.y.C 


J 
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Tbb  Late  Robebt  Sasi^DOfff  Esa* 

Fehrmtry,  lllh,  1856.  ^ 

DsAa  Sir.— Enclosed  is  a  paragraph  I  aceideDtally  foand  in  a  paper  devoted 
to  Bgricoltural  interest,  (BeUs  Weekly  Bfeasenger^)  doing  honor  to  tbe 
memory  of  a  brave  and  noble  yachtsman,  and  as  it  is  an  instance  of  what  the 
•cieuce  of  Tacfat  Navigation  has  done  ibr  the  honor  and  benefit  of  Old 
England,  and  as  B.  W.M,,  thought  it  worth  a  place  in  his  colnmns,  it  is 
nothing  but  right  that  it  should  appear  in  our  own  Magazine,  where  ft  will 
be  seen  and  read  by  present  and  future  yachtsmen  for  years  to  come.  As 
you  circulate  extensively  in  America  it  will  let  Brother  Jonathan  see  that 
British  yachts,  are  not  mere  sailing  machines,  but  stout  vessels  forming  for 
the  time  an  Englishman's  home,  and  able  to  carry  him  to  any  part  of  the 
world  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  his  country's  welfare. 

"Captaih  FbjlUkliw.—A  simple  tablet  has  just  been  erected  in  the  church  of 
an  obscure  village  in  Buckinghamshire,  which  eontains  the  fioUewing  iascrip- 
tioB  :*-^o  the  memory  of  Robert  Sheddoa,  who  bash  asd  fitted  out  his  R.T.C- 
sdioeoer-yaehft,  the  Hancy  Dawson,  and  Inihis  firaE  ba^rque  be  bravely  explored 
tbe  Frasen  Oeean,  in  the  Arctic  regions,  in  a  disinUrested  search  after  the  long 
missing  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  gallant  band,  in  vain.'  This  adventuroua 
man  died  at  tibe  prensature  age  of  thirty,  ^f|d  as  the  tablet  relates^  *hls  noble 
remains  lie  Interred  near  the  wild  waves  of  the  PactBc  Ooean,  in  the  Protestant 
burial  ground  at  Mawtlan/  This  is  not  the  only  instance  by  several  of  tbe 
spirit  and  truly  disinterested  enterprise  of  our  countrymen  to  rescue  the  kmg 
missing  voyagers  from  their  perilous  position  ;  and  it  comes  Mbte  us  in  so 
simple  and  unaffected  a  manner,  that  it  deserves  to  be  recorded.** 

I  am,  &e., 
f  To  th€  Editor  of  H.TJi.  Bax^b  Battuv. 

[P.S. — If  you  will  enclose  in  next  month's  number  a  prospectus  or  two,  we 
can  send  them  in  letters  to  our  friends.  I  should  be  delighted  to  help  your 
circulation  and  keep  full  way  on  the  barky  during  her  fif^h  and  all  subsequent 
voyages.  I  have  sailed  in  her  company  ftom  the  time  she  was  launched,  and 
every  monfk  look  most  aBxioasly  for  ber  appearance;  if  you  have  stowage 
room  in  your  locker  for  this,  I  shall  be  glad.— R.R.] 


BpAAOH^s  Sxui  Acmro  Sjovtt  Rbbi*. 

Benriek  on  Tweed,  IM  Febnonf^  18|56* 

Sn.— I  observe  in  your  number  for  November  last,  a  notice  of  Captain 
Beadon's  Self  Acting  Safety  Reel,  a  contrivance  to  prevent  small  vessels  cap* 
sizing.    I  first  saw  it  in  the  SaOinf  Boot  by  Mr.  Folkard. 

Now  I  would  urge  the  inventor  to  inform  the  public  through  your  nv 
useftd  Magasdne  where  the  Safety  Reel  is  to  be  obtained.    An  agent  to  < 
appointed  in  London,  would  be  the  best  way  ibr  any  person  applying  fbr  on 
I  would  be  glad  if  you  could  inform  me,  if  there  is  an  agent  anywhere^  thi 
I  may  apply  for  one. 

I  am,  &c., 

To  the  Editor  qfH.Y.M.  Ah  Olo  Boat  Baumb. 
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Yachts'  NuMBBKf. 
Mb.  Ei>fTOR. — Observing  in  a  former  Bell  a  notice  of  Hunt't  Yaehtmg  Mag^ 
ttzme  and  Yacht  List,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  yachtsmen,  through  the 
medium  of  your  widely  circulated  work,  to  the  present  system  of  distinguish- 
ing yachts  during  a  regatta,  &c.,  and  to  suggest  as  an  improvement  that  they 
should  carry  the  "  numeral  flags  '*  appointed  to  each  yacht  in  HunVs  List ; 
by  so^doing  they  would  enable  all  to  know  them,  there  being  on  most  occa- 
sions a  difficulty  in  procuring  a  card  with  the  information  required.  The 
outlay  of  4s.,  a  year  would  procure  us  the  means  of  knowing  all  the  yachts, 
as  well  as  the  particulars  connected  with  them,  of  owner,  clubs,  tonnage, 
colours,  &c.,  besides  a  fund  of  information  connected  with  foreign  clubs,  and 
at  the  same  time  assist  Hunt,  who  has  spent  large  sums  of  money  in  his 
endeavours  to  promote  the  interest  of  yachting. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  Lardsman. 


UniTBRSAii   Yacht  List. 

Liverpool^  March  I9M,  1856. 
SiE. — On  overhauling  the  Univergal  Yacht  List  for  1855,  I  observe  several 
yachts  of  the  same  name,the  chief  of  which  are  cutters,  this  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted^ as  it  creates  confusion  and  mystiflcation  at  regattas.  Now,  sir,  I 
hope  the  owners  of  Coquettes,  Floras,  Flirts,  Gems,  Petrels,  and  others,  will 
endeavour  to  get  permission  from  the  Customs  to  re-name  their  craft. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 
To'jhe  Editor  of  H.  Y.  M.  Aquakius. 


YACHT  MEASUREMENT. 
Sia. — Will  you  penmt  me  to  correct  two  or  three  typographical  errors  in  my 
letter  of  last  month,  addressed  to  <<  Elderly  Nicholas?''  At  page  121, 
second  line,  for  ''old  fraternity  **  read  *^  whole  fraternity.  Same  page, last 
line  but  two,  for ''  is  only,**  read  "is  not  only.*'  At  page  123  last  line  but 
two,  for  "  merit, "  read  ^^ear  it'* 

The  above  enors,  are  perhaps  as  much  attributable  to  my  own  anintelligi- 
ble  style  of  writing,  as  to  the  printer*s  difficulty  of  deeyphering  it :  I  moat 
beg  the  favor  of  your  insertion  of  this. 

I  am,  &c.. 

To  the  Editor  of  H.  Y,M.  Onb  of  thx  Twbi*vb  Huhdbbd. 

Sib, — ^I  hare  derived  much  amusement  from  a  perusal  of  the  somewhat  choleric 
deles  in  your  Magazine  of  last  month,  by  Elderly  Nicholas  and  Mercator,  aa 
Ih  contributors  seem  to  be  tarred  with  the  same  brush,  the  few  remarks  I 
ve  to  make  will  apply  to  either.  The  subject  which  seems  mostly  to  stir  up 
inr  anger  is  shitting  ballast,  and  I  quite  agree  with  them,  that  the  sooner  the 
d  ballast  is  pitdied  orerboard  the  better,  provided  a  safer  and  less  expenaiTa 
jstitute  can  be  found  to  do  its  work,  it  will  then  be  time  enon^  to  apply 
rsh  names  to  a  system  open  to  all,  and  if  some  yachtsmen  do  not  avail  them- 
K0.4. — VOL.  V.  2  b 
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•elveg  thereof,  they  hare  no  right  to  abuse  those  who  do,  it  only  shows  a  dog  in 
the  manger  disposition.  If  speed  is  still  to  be  the  grand  ahn  of  yacht-radng, 
trimming  will  assuredly  be  resorted  to  when  required,  and  wet  jackets  and  dare 
devilism  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Lengthy  and  beamy  sounds  well,  (as  doubt- 
less think  those  snug  cruising,  sea  going  gentlemen,  whose  counterparts  on  terra 
firma  the  easy  loving  old  souls  who  prefer  the  steady  pace  of  a  well  fed  cob  to 
the  bounding  strides  of  the  high  mettled  blood,)  but  the  carpenter's  rule  is 
wanted  to  put  into  shape  and  give  it  a  local  habitation  and  a  name,  without 
which  it  is  but  an  ideal  fabric,  baseless  as  the  castle  built  by  Elderly  NichoUs 
itpon  the  unclutched  thousands  of  some  kind  hearted  salt-water-inclined  rich 
old  lady  op  gentleman. 

lam,  fte^ 
To  Mf  &«tor  o/H.Y,M.  Toune  Voah. 


Harwich,  March  lOth,  1856. 
Sib. — The  subject  of  Yacht  Measurement  having  been  so  energetically 
brought  forward  by  your  amasing  correspondent,  *'  One  of  the  Twelve  Hun- 
dred/* I  am  induced  to  hope  this  long  discussed  grievance  may  this  year  be 
repaired.  There  are  several  new  yachts  to  contend  in  the  proposed  sailing 
matches  this  season,  atid  it  is  a  great  pity  the  difficult  question  of  admeasure- 
ment cannot  be  set  at  rest. 

No  one,  I  think,  can  dispute  that  the  suggestion  of  your  correspondent,  as 
to  a  prize  for  the  best  practical  system  of  admeasurement,  is  soundly  good 
and  feasible ;  and  it  will  be  highly  dilatory  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
Metropolitan  Yacht  Clubs,  unless  they  immediately  put  it  into  execution. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  your  correspondent  will  not  be  put  down  by  fiseble 
and  feather  like  arguments :  he  appears  to  have  well  considered  the  subject 
ht  writ^  upon,  and  whilst  I  admire  his  perseverance  ki  urging  it  upon  the 
notice  df  yachtsmen,  t  can  but  smile  at  the  amttsing,  but  masteriy  manner  hi 
ivrhieh  he  ridicules  the  simple  opposition  Of  '*  £kl«riy  Nleholas.^ 

Thftt  the  suggestion  may  meet  witii  due  eoeouragem^dt,  is  the  wish  of 

f  our«,  &e., 
-    To  m«  EdO&r  tf  B.T,M.  Fi£tb,  Hom,  h  Ctt4a«rt. 


That  the  subject  of  Measurement  may  be  thoroughly  investigated  we  insert 
the  (bllowifig,  which  have  appeared  in  our  contetlporariei :  «• 

SiE. — In  this  great  age  of  improvement  are  we  still  to  go  bUndly  on  with 
unsatis&ctory  tonnage  admeasurement.  If  so,  I  fearlessly  assert  that  sue'  Is 
highly  discreditable  to  the  promoters  of  yacht-racing,  and  not  only  dlscr*  > 
able,  but  pr^udicial  to  the  general  welfare  of  yachting. 

I  observe  with  much  pleasure  an  able  article  on  this  momentous  que.  n 
in  fliiitf '#  Taehimg  Magatme  for  the  present  month,  suggesting  that  a  p  e 
of  100  gvdneas  be  offered  for  the  best  practical  scheme^  for  a  new  and  in  - 
putable  system  of  tonnage  admeasurement.    If  such  can  be  earned  <m    it 
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Would  indeed  be  a  boon  to  the  yachting  world,  and  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  it  can  be.  'the  prize  would  induce^many  scientific  men  well  grounded 
in  the  books  of  Euclid,  and  skilled  in  Algebra,  to  exert  their  mathematical 
talents  upon  so  apparently  simple  a  design,  and  I  belieye  the  competition  for 
the  prize  would  be  extensive. 

Hie  article  alluded  to  in  the  Yachting  Magazim  is  well  worthy  of  perusal 
and  consideration  by  all  who  take  an  interest  in  yachting ;  it  is  evidently 
from  the  pen  of  an  ingenious  Editor,  and  I  judge  a  yachtsman.  To  oomment 
at  much  length  upon  the  subject,  would  I  fear  occupy  too  much  space  in 
your  valuable  columns.  At  any  rate  I  must  leave  that  task  to  abler  hands : 
my  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  direct  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  to  so 
important  a  subject. 

1  am  myself  a  member  of  a  distinguished  Royal  Yacht  Club,  and  (indi- 
vidually) quite  concur  in  the  views  entertained  by  the  Editor  of  the  paragraph 
alluded  to. 

I  am,  &e., 

To  the  Editor  of  the  FUld.  Youho  Thambs. 


Ma.  Editor. — A  suggestion  of  }our  very  practical  correspondent  **Yachts- 
mao,*'  in  his  papers  on  yacht  building,  is  well  worthy  the  serious  attention  of 
elub  committes,  vie,  that  the  tonnage,  or  sailing  powers,  of  yachts  should  be 
calculated  by  the  area  <^  sail,  not  by  the  length  and  breadth  over  all,  a 
system  ao  generally  allowed  defective.  An  objection  has  been  made  that 
such  calculation  would  be  difficult  of  computation.  It  would  be  more  just 
to  say  that  it  might  entail  some  labour  on  secretaries  or  others  appointed  to 
the  task ;  and  this,  I  submit,  may  be  avoided  thus : — Let  a  certificate  be 
given  by  the  sailmaker,  stating  the  number  of  yards  in  eadi  main-sail,  to- 
iiether  with  the  hoist  of  mast  and  length  of  boom  and  gaff  of  each  yacht. 
This  ooold  be  registered  in  JBetf,  so  affording  an  easy  reference.  The  siae 
«>f  maio-sail  for  cutters  (adding  that  of  fore-sail  for  schooners)  would  I  imagine 
be  a  sufiicient  guide  by  which  to  arrive  at  the  desired  result.  Certain  it  is 
that  the  present  system  needs  reform.  It  does  not  follow  that  the  bird  of 
quickest  flight  is  the  best  adapted  for  aquatic  life — a  truism  which  appears 
to  have  been  lost  sight  of  by  many  of  our  yacht  constructors,  or  rather 
•ailers. 

Yours,  &c., 
To  tkB  Ediiar  of  BetTs  Life.  Szwbad. 


B.  EoiToa  -^In  a  conversation  with  a  noted  yacht  builder  in  the  north,  on 
e  disputed  8ubje<;t  of  yacht  measurement,  he  suggested  to  me  what  aeems 
(^ir  method  of  measuring  racing  vessels.  The  length  is  to  be  taken  OD 
dck  from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem  to  the  fore  part  of  the  rudder,  and  also 
oog  the  rabbet  of  the  keel  from  the  fore  part  of  stem  (excluding  fore  rake), 
i  the  fore  part  of  the  rudder.     These  two  quantities  added  together,  and 
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divided  by  two,  give  the  average  length  of  the  vessel.  By  deducting  three- 
fifths  of  the  extreme  breadth  from  this,  the  length  for  measurement  is  formed, 
and  the  aalculation  is  carried  out  in  the  manner  nsually  adopted  for  Bnding 
the  O.M.  tonnage.  The  fore  part  of  the  rudder  is  mentioned  instead  of  the 
after  part  of  the  main  stem-post,  as  sometimes  a  false  piece  is  added  to  the 
stern-post,  which  would  otherwise  not  be  included  in  the  measurement 
By  this  method  of  taking  the  length  of  the  vessel,  builders  and  owners  are  at 
liberty  to  have  both  stems  and  stern-posts,  or  either  of  the  two,  raked  or 
otherwise,  without  altering  the  tonnage. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  Yacht  Ow»b«. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

Amohgst  the  new  craft  for  the  season,  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  James 
Thomson,  Esq.,  of  Milford,  is  now  having  built  a  little  clipper  schooner  of 
about  forty  tons,  from  a  design  of  his  own,  which  in  some  respects  differs 
materially  from  the  stereotyped  lines  and  proportions  generally  adopted. 
We  hope  to  be  favored  with  an  inspection  of  her  model  and  drawing,  when 
we  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give  a  particular  description  of  Mr.  Thomson's 
ideas  embodied  in  the  craft  in  which  he  is  now  building,  and  which  whether 
she  prove  successful  or  the  reverse,  cannot  fail  to  prove  interesting  to  our 
readers.  In  the  mean  time  we  may  mention  some  of  her  peculiarities,  that 
she  is  to  have  the  same  draf^  of  water  at  her  stern-post  and  midship  length, 
instead  of  a  long  heel  that  is  usual,  and  from  her  midships  curves  gradually 
up  into  the  stem  which  is  thus  a  continuation  of  her  keel,  and  will  be  bearded 
off  into  a  sharp  cutwater  at  the  whole  length  from  the  centre. 

Again  her  dead  flat  section  (which  is  placed  very  far  aft)  is  repeated  so 
to  speak,  for  four  frames  forward  and  four  frames  aft  of  the  dead  flat  section, 
or  in  other  words,  she  will  have  eight  feet  of  body  all  of  the  same  full  section, 
except  the  slight  difference  required  for  giving  the  requisite  curvation  in  her 
buttock  lines. 

Her  water  liues  run  even,  altho*  hollow,  for  a  very  short  distance  from  the 
stem,  are  not  carried  aft  on  the  wave  principle,  but  nearly  straight  or  some- 
what parabolic  in  their  curve.  Her  centre  of  gravity  of  displacement  is 
placed  very  far  aft,  being  so  much  as  three  feet  aft  of  her  load- water  line. 
Her  rig,  altho'  that  of  a  schooner  will  differ  in  this  respect,  that  her  main* sail 
will  he  Mudian,' or  nearly  triangular,  running  up  to  a  very  short  yard  at  the 
head  instead  of  a  gaff,  without  hoops  or  lacing  higher  up  than  the  rigging 

She  is  being  built  at  Milford  under  Mr.  Thomson's  directions,  by  r. 
James  Thomas,  ship  builder,  Hakin,  who  we  understand  is  likely  tc  o 
justice  to  the  design,  being  determined  to  turn  out  a  craft  equal  to  the  1  t 
of  our  yacht  builders,  and  it  is  expected  she  will  be  completed  in  tim  o 
compete  for  the  100  guinea  cup  on  the  Thames,  to  be  sailed  for  on  the  )  h 
June  next 
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We  need  not  say  we  wish  li^r.  Thomson  every  success,  and  as  his  design 
b  tru'y  original,  he  could  not  select  a  more  fitting  place  for  her  debut,  as 
many  crack  yachts  will  be  present. 

H.  Tennent,  Esq.,  of  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club,  arrived  at  Con- 
stantinople in  his  yacht  St.  Ursula,  on  the  9.8th  February,  having  run  from 
Cerigo  in  36  hours,  after  having  visited  the  places  in  Crete,  (Candia,)  men- 
tioned in  St.  Paul's  voyage.  Having  anchored  one  night  at  Fair  Havens  and 
another  at  Port  Phenix.  the  former  place  is  said  to  be  **  nigh  unto  the  city  of 
Laaea,"  but  the  situation  of  this  place  was  unknown,  however  upon  enquiry 
the  natives  informed  Mr.  T.  and  his  friends  that  it  was  a  few  miles  to  the 
east  of  Fair  Havens.  They  now  proceeded  towards  it  in  the  yacht,  and  per- 
ceiving marble  columns  from  the  vessel,  landed  and  discovered  the  remains 
of  an  ancient  city,  which  still  retains  the  name  given  by  St  Luke. 

In  a  ramble  round  Gravesend  we  accidentUy  stumbled  on  the  Amazon,  (A. 
J.  Young,  Esq.,)  which  is  being  lengthened  in  Mr.  Taylor's  yard,  at  North- 
fleet,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Harvey  of  Ipswich. 

At  Barking  the  Fawn  (F.  T.  Biddell,  Esq.,)  is  undergoing  an  alteration  in 
her  bows,  by  Mr.  Baukham,  who  is  also  building  a  new  yacht  for  Commodore 
Hewitt,  P.W.Y.C.,  which  is  progressing  towards  completion.  The  intention 
is,  if  possible,  to  launch  her  in  time  for  the  Royal  Thames  match  in  May.  She 
18  to  be  named  the  '*  Silver  Cloud,*'  and  we  h  ope  the  worthy  owner  will  be 
even  more  successful  with  her  than  the  celebrated  Little  Gnat.  She  looks  a 
comfortable  craft,  but  whether  a  clipper  time  will  prove. 

A  new  yacht  of  10  tons  has  been  launched  by  her  owner,  Mr.  E.  Wyld, 
of  Lambeth.  She  is  constructed  on  a  new  principle.  Her  length  (over  all) 
is  85  ft.,  beam  bft.  4in.,  draught  of  water  (aft)  3(t,  2in.,  forward  2ft.  2in. 
Her  chief  novelty  is  that  she  is  fitted  with  two  iron  bilge  keels,  the)weight  of 
which  is  nearly  3  tons  ;  these  project  below  the  main  keel  7  inches,  and  are 
intended  to  act  as  ballast,  and  also  to  keep  hei  from  drifting  to  leeward  when 
close  hauled,  or  beating;  they  also  act  as  a  cradle  for  her  when  aground,  and 
keep  her  upright,  and  as  but  little  ballast  in  addition  will  be  required  inside, 
she  has  the  accommodation  of  a  yacht  of  nearly  double  her  tonnage ;  whilst 
her  draught  of  water  is  not  greater  than  many  boats  of  4  tons.  Her  spars 
are  very  taunt,  the  main-mast  being  48fl.,  main-boom  28ft.  6in.,  gaff  16fl. 
6in.,  bowsprit  22ft.  6in.  Various  are  the  opinions  respecting  her  capabilities, 
and  we  hope  she  will  answer  the  expectations  of  her  owner. 

The  Marquis  of  Ailsa  having  disposed  of  the  Caiman  has  launched  a  new 
achooner  of  285  tons,  which  is  called  the  Kittiwake. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Stone  of  Poole,  is  fitting  out  the  Gossamer  of  45  tons.     The 

'ndhover's  name  is  changed  to  the  Gem. 

A.  J.  Standley,  Esq.,  of  Weymouth,  has  purchased  the  Foam  of  8  tons. 

Mr.  Hawkins  of  Plymouth,  is  lengthening  the  Madina,  cutter,  (F.  W. 

«,  Esq,) 

Mr.  Nicholls  of  Dartmouth,  has  two  new  yachts  ready  for  launching,  one 

I  the  American  lines. 
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NAUTICAL  KOTXCES, 

We  intend  to  insert  in  our  pages  monthly  such  **  Notices  to  Mariners'*  a» 
may  appear  useful  to  yachtsmen.  The  following  have  been  Gazetted  and 
can  be  relied  on  : — ] 

BcUUut  Office,  Duhlm,  Janmary,  Srd.  1856. 

Bathliv-k>'-Birks  LiooTHOUBB,  north-west  coast  of  Ireland.— The  Fort  of 
Dublin  Corporation  hereby  give  notice  that  a  Lighthouse  has  been  erected  on 
Bathlin-o  Bime  Island,  County  Donegal,  from  which  a  Light  will  be  exhibited 
on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  April  next,  1856,  and  thereafter  will  be  lighted 
during  every  night,  from  sunset  to  sunrise. 

Specification  given  of  the  position  and  appearance  of  the  light  by  Mr.  Halpiiir 
Superintendent  of  Lighthouses:— 

Rathlin-o'-Bime  Lighthouse  is  built  on  the  outer  point  of  the  Island,  which 
is  situate  off  the  most  western  promontory  of  the  County  Donegal,  in  lat.  54^ 
39'  47"  N  ,  and  long.  8«>  49'  62"  W.,  bearing  firom  MaUinmore  Head  S.W.JW. 
distant  8}  nautic  miles.  From  Carrigan  Head,  Donegal  Bay  N.W-b.N.,  distant 
5{  nautic  miles.    From  Seal  Bock,  Sligo  Bay,  N.b.E.,  distant  19  nautic  miles. 

The  light  will  be  a  Flashing  Light  (fixed,  varied  by  flashes),  giving  a  flash 
once  in  every  SO  seconds,  and  in  clear  weather  will  be  seen  at  the  distance  of 
about  16  miles,  its  focal  point  being  116  feet  over  the  level  of  the  sea  at  high 
water.  The  light  will  be  visible  all  around,  and  from  seaward  will  appear  of 
the  natural  colour  bright  between  the  bearings  of  8.W.  |  S.,  and  N  N.W.J  W,r 
but  will  be  coloured  red  towards  the  mainland  and  sound  eastward  of  the  island. 
The  tower  (65  feet  in  height  from  base  to  summit)  is  circular,  having  a  dome 
formetl  top,  which,  together  with  the  blocking  under  lightroom  will  be  coloured 
Bed. 

Vessels,  unless  when  piloted  through  the  sound,  should  be  kept  outside  the 
limits  of  the  red  colour  of  the  light. 

Tidal  reefs  extend  a  quarter^of  a  mile  off  the  west  side  of  Bathlin-o-tiirDe. 
The  bearings  stated  are  magnetic— Variation  29^  W. 

By  Order,  William  Lxei,  Secretary, 


Trinity  House,  London^  January  26t^  1856. 

Wrbck  nbab  the  Cork  Sakd  off  Harwich. — Notice  Is  hereby  given  that 
a  Green  Buoy,  marked  with  the  word  "  Wreck"  has  been  placed  20  fathomfl 
K.B.,  of  a  vessel  sunk  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cork  Sand. 

The  buoy  lies  in  4^  fathoms  at  low  water  spring  tides  with  the  following 
marks  and  compass  bearings,  viz.*— Harwich  Church  Spire,  just  open  to  the 
Eaatward  of  the  Cupola  at  Landguard  Fort,  bearing  N.W.  ^  W.  A  conspicnous 
Tree  in  the  country,  at  the  back  of  Feliztow,  on  with  the  Westernmost  Mar«- 
tello  Tower,  on  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  to  Woodbridge  Haven,  Cork 
Light  Vessel.  N.W.kN, 

By  Order,  J.  Hbsbert,  Stcreta 


Royal  Harbour  of  RamsgaU  Office,  22,  Au%tmjriarg,  X-c.,  «» 
January,2bth,  1656. 

Ramsoatb    Harbour.— Old   Cudd     Ciianmel.— Whereas  the    erectior  rf 

buildings  on  the  West  Cliff  at  Bamsgate  has  rendered  necessary  an  alters <  ^ 
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t)f  the  leading  lights  at  present  shown  on  the  said  Cliff,  notice  is  herehy  giren, 
vifch  the  concurrence  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  London,  that,  on 
and  after  Saturday,  Ist  of  March  next,  the  T\oo  Lights  upon  the  Western  Cliff 
which  are  at  present  used  as  leading  lights  through  Old  Cud  i  Channel,  will  he 
■^iseontinuedy  and  instead  thereof  one  Qreen  Light  will  he  shown  upon  the  West 
Cliff,  and  a  Second  Green  Light  in  the  Lighthouse  on  the  West  Pier,  which 
two  Green  lights  will  indicate  that  there  is  less  than  10  feet  water  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harhour,  and,  when  in  line,  will  lead  in  the  best  water  through 
the  Channt;!  calfed  **  Old  Cudd".  When  there  are  10  feet  water  and  upwards 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  the  Green  Light  on  the  West  Pier  will  not  be 
*hown,  and  the  Green  Light  on  the  West  Cliff  and  the  usual  Bed  Light  on  the 
Vest  Pier  will  constitute  the  leading  lights  through  the  aforesaid  Channel. 
By  Order,  T.  M.  Shadwell,  Secretary. 


IVinity  HousPy  London,  February  7th,  1856. 
Wbbck   orv  'FoLKBSTOiTB — ^Voticc  is  hereby  given,  that  a  Green   Buoy, 
marked  with  the  word  **  Wreck"  has  been  placed  20  fathoms  south-west  of  the 
ship  Josephine  Willis,  sunk  about  ^  miles  off  Folkestone. 

The  Buoy  lies  in  14  fathoms  at  low  water  spring  tides,  with  the  following 
compass  bearings,  yiz:— Folkestone  Church  N.b.E.i  E  }  Extreme  Point  of  the 
^uth  Foreland  E.N.E. 

By  Order,  J.  Hsbbbbt,  Smirsiary. 

Trinity  House,  London,  I>ebrtuury  13(/i,  1856. 

Bv&rn  OFF  YAJUfoirrh.-'Notice  is  hereby  giyen,  that,  consequent  upon  » 
8pit  haying  grown  up  between  the  South  Scroby  and  South  Scroby  Spit  BnoySy 
the  latter  buoy  has  been  moTed  about  one  and-a-half  cablets  length  S.b.W. 

The  said  South  Scroby  Spit  Buoy  now  lies  in  7  fathoms  at  low  water  spring 
tides,  with  the  following  marks  and  compass  bearings,  Ti£:~^t.  Nicholas 
€hurch,Tarmouth,  in  line  with  the  West  Side  of  the  Highest  MiH  on  the  Honh 
Denes  N.K.W.  }  W.  Gorleston  South  Mill  Just  open  to  the  southward  of  the 
Soatbemmost  house  on  the  Cliff  W.N«W.  South  Scroby  Buoy  &S.li:.  Outer 
Kettlebottom  Buoy  W.  |  N. 

By  Order,  J.  Hbbbbbt,  Secretairy, 

Trimty  House,  London,  February  20th^  1856. 
Webgkb  hbab  DuiwtKBflS.— Notice  is  hereby  giren,  that  a  Green  Buoy, 
iDarked  with  the  word  **  Wreck"  has  been  placed  near  each  of  two  vesseh  simk 
offBomney. 

The  position  of  these  buoys  are  indicated  by  the  following  marks  and  compass 
baarlBgs,  tIz: — 

li^t.— The  buoy  ts  placed  5  fathoms  east  of  the  wreck,  in  3  fkihems  at  low 
1  sr  spring  tides,  with  Lydd  Church,  its  appareut  breadth  open  to  the  south- 
«  d  of  a  Large  Clump  of  Trees  W.  j^  S.  Bonmey  Mill  in  line  with  a  Small 
S     Oc  House,  near  the  Beach,  N.W.  ^  W. ;  Dungeness  Lighthouse  S.W.  i  8. 

Boond.— The  buoy  is  placed  15  fathoms  S.'W.,  of  the  wreck,  in  2  fathoms  at 
ic  water  spring  tides,  with  Bomney  Church  W.b.N.  JN.;  Lydd  Church  W.fS. 
I    ageness  Lighthouse  &W.  {  S. 

By  Order  J.  Hbbbbbt,  Secretary, 
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BBGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COMB. 

May  U.— Royal  Thames  Tacht  Clnb  Match  (catters  only).    Entries  close  May 
7th,  at  lOh.  P.M. 
29.— Prince  of  Wales  Tacht  Club  Match.    Entries  close  on  May  24th,  at 
lOh.  P.M. 
June  13. — Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Match  for  first  and  second  class.    Entries 
close  June  9th. 
14.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match.    Entries  close  June  7th 

at  lOh.  P.M. 
26.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Match. 

28. — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club.    Entries  close  June  19th,  at  lOh.  p.m 
July  12.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  (third  class).    Entries  close  ^uly  7th. 

26.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club. 
Aug.  23.— Birkenhead  (Challenge  Cup.) 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  APRIL. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom  .after, 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


h.  m. 

10  22 

2|ll  50 

0  22 

1  15 

1  55 

2  35 

3  20 
2  57 

4  37 

5  20 

6  3 
6  56 

8  2 

9  38 
5 


15  41 

16  — 


17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30  40  5 


0  35 

1  12 

1  45 

2  15 

2  43 

3  12 

3  42 

4  15 

4  48 

5  25 

6  12 

7  12 

8  35 


h.  m. 
U  12 

0  50 

1  35 

2  15 

2  57 

3  40 

4  20 

4  58 

5  40 

6  27 

7  27 

8  50 

10  22 

11  40 
0  10 

0  54 

1  30 

2  0 
2  27 

2  58 

3  30 

3  58 

4  30 

5  5 

5  50 

6  42 

7  50 

9  22 
10  45 


h.  m, 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Alderney 4  38 

Ban  try  Bay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light. ...  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  16 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay S  58 

Waterford 3  43 

Weymouth 4  28 

Whitby 1  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeux 4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest 1  39 


Aberdeen... 

Aldborough 

Belfast 

Brighton 

CarnarYon 

Cowes  

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone 

Foreland,  North... 
Foreland,  South  ,. 

Gravesend 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour  .« 

Ipswich. 

Kentish  Knock  ... 

Lowestoft 

Margate 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth 

Sheerness. 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads . 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Havre  de  Grace... 

Ostende 

Honfleur 

New  York 


h.  m. 

sub  0  56 

3  S3 

4  2 

2  29 
4  47 

3  22 


2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2    59 

2      7 


S7 

37 

2 

58 

27 

28 

27 

37 

-!7 

9 

2 

5 

2 

7 

7 
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MAT  1866. 


THE  NAVAL  REVIEW. 


Wl  should  be  guilty  of  great  dereliction  of  duty  towards  our  sup- 
porters, and  the  yachting  circle  generally,  were  we  to  allow  the  Qreai 
Ifiwal  lUview  of  1856,  to  pass  off  without  some  record  of  the 
important  eyent  finding  space  in  our  pages:  particularly  as  the  scene 
was  so  considerably  enlivened  by  a  numerous  assemblage  of  yachts, 
bom  every  station  in  the  kingdom.  But  of  all  the  yachts  there  pre- 
sent, the  Royal  Tacht  was  the  pattern  of  perfection :  it  could  not  be 
mistaken  by  the  veriest  landsman.  No  steamer  could  compete  with 
her;  and  it  may  now  be  inferred  that  she  is  the  festest  vessel  afloat. 
At  any  rate  if  her  equal  exists  it  is  at  present  unknown. 

The  cheers  that  were  vociferated  fix)m  the  throats  of  every  sailor 
on  board  the  warlike  fleet,  as  Her  Majesty  steamed  past  them,  were 
loud  and  long ;  but  not  more  loyal  and  sincere  than  those  which 
proceeded  from  the  Pleasure  Navy.  Never  was  English  supremacy 
r*  nationally  acknowledged  as  now :  never  before  did  Englishmen  or 
]  eigners  behold  so  magnificent  a  display  of  warlike  ships.  The 
I  mi  addition  to  our  force  of  a  large  fleet  of  gun-boats,  the  most 
f  nidable  and  useful  branch  of  the  fleet,  is  a  modem  security  which 
i  \  somewhat  to  be  wondered  at  was  not  thought  of  years  ago :  they 
I    f  justly  be  termed  the  "  messengers  of  death." 

o.  5. — VOL.  V.  2  o 
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To  glance  at  the  history  of  our  naval  fleet,  and  trace  its  gradual 
development  from  its  early  dawn,  until  it  won  for  our  nation  tho  right 
and  sovereignty  of  the  seas,  is  in  the  highest  degree  interesting. 

In  the  days  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  vessels  of  war  were  mere 
open  boats,  with  prows  and  sterns  considerably  elevated.  The  sim- 
plest contrivances  now  used  aboard  ship  were  quite  unknown ;  and 
not  the  least  remarkable  feature,  was  the  singular  method  of  steering 
vessels  by  means  of  a  large  oar  or  paddle  fixed  to  the  quarter :  the 
rudder  and  its  appliance  was  unthought  of:  and  the  chief  feature  in 
construction  was  the  rostrum  or  spear  attached  to  the  stem,  which 
was  run  full  tilt  at  the  enemy's  vessel  by  force  of  the  crew  in  plying 
a  number  of  oars. 

In  the  reign  of  King  John,  galleys  and  galliasses  were  the  princi- 
pal vessels  of  war ;  and  after  that  monarch  had  effected  considerable 
improvements  in  Naval  Architecture,  his  largest  vessel  had  but  om 
mastj  one  yard,  and  one  sail :  there  were  neither  admirals  nor  com- 
manders in  those  days,  but  the  chief  management  of  the  navy 
was  entrusted  to  a  priesty  William  de  Wrotham,  archdeacon  of  Taun- 
ton, who  was  designated  "  Keeper  of  the  King's  shippes".  And 
when  these  ships  were  laid  by,  during  the  winter,  the  ctteturiamerdOj 
or  attire,  i.e.  the  masts,  sails,  oars,  &c.  were  confided  to  his  keeping. 
The  crews  of  the  king's  ships,  consisted  of  rectors^  or  masters ;  ftwr- 
mcmnif  steersmen  or  pilots ;  gaJiotcBy  gallej^men;  marintUiy  mariners; 
and  nautcBy  sailors.  It  was  accounted  treason  if  any  ship  whatever 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  England,  by  not 
striking  all  sail  when  meeting  with  one  of  his  ships  in  his  own  sea. 

Down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  3rd,  the  largest  English  ship  was 
but  80  tons  burthen.  '  Some  idea  may  also  be  formed  as  to  the  size 
of  the  galleys  of  those  days,  when  we  find  it  recorded  that  the  sails 
required  (ox  the  king's  galley  consisted  of  but  200  yards  of  canvas. 

The  first  notice  we  have  of  cannon  being  used  aboard  ships,  was 
in  the  13th  century :  they  were  not  pointed  through  embrasures  or 
port-holes  as  now,  but  mounted  en  harbette^  and  fired  over  the  top 
sides  or  bulwarks  of  the  vessel.  The  first  mention  of  the  port-lr*  es 
occurs  in  the  representation  of  the  "  Henri-grace-a-Dieu,"  w.  i 
mounted  80  guns  of  various  calibres. 

The  "  Great  Harry  "  appears  to  have  been  the  first  two-d©  5d 
ship,  and  the  "  Henri-grace-a-Dieu"  the  first  three-decker.  .  le 
"  Sovereign  of  the  Seas,"  built  at  Woolwich  in  the  year  1637,  is  f  id 
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to  have  boen  upwards  of  1000  tons,  and  to  have  mounted  more  than 
100  guns.  A  description  of  a  three-decker  of  that  period  would  be 
superfluous:  every  schoolboy  is  familiar  with  tlie  unweildly  ap- 
pearance of  the  representation  of  those  ^ancient  ships  of  war^  with 
their  bulging  hulls,  and  Ic^y  castle-like  towers. 

To  enumerate  the  naval  battles  lost  and  won  in  those  days  would 
not  be  a  subject  befitting  our  pages.  There  are  few  Englishmen 
who  have  not  read  and  heard  of  the  Spanish  Axmada ;  the  victories 
of  Lord  Howe,  Nelson,  and  others ;  and  finally  of  the  Naval  Review 
of  181^  when  it  was  the  pride  and  boast  ^of  the  nation  to  display 
fifteen  or  sixteen  line-of-battle  ships,  mounting  some  1800  guns. 

Having  cursorily  glanced  over  the  records  of  naval  history  of  our 
country,  let  us  just  contrast  the  ancient  scene  with  that  of  the  pre- 
sent age:  when,  iu  addition  to  an  immense  force  of  frigates  of  gigan- 
tic proportions,  and  unrivalled  power,  we  have  floating  batteries  of 
massive  iron,  capable  of  crumbling  to  ruins  the  most  |  immense 
granite  bastions  in  the  world;  whilst  all  the  shot  and  shell  that  could 
be  hurled  at  them  in  return  would  make  no  impression  on  their  in^ 
Tulnerable  forms.  Besides  our  fleet  of  iron  batteries,  we  have  mortar 
vessels  and  gun-boats,  rocket-boats,  and  a  numerous  fleet  of  warlike 
craft  such  as  were  never  thought  of  until  within  the  last  few  years. 

The  marvellous  resources  with  which  the  nation  is  now  provided 
may  form  the  subject  of  a  happy  reflection  to  the  mercantile  com- 
munity of  the  country,  who  besides  feeling  proud  of  their  country's 
means  of  defence,  may  revel  in  the  security  it  afibrds. 


Si,  Qtwrge'sDay — Wednesday,  April  2ird. — ^The  mom  of  this 
auspicious  day  (which  will  occupy  a  bright  page  in  the  annals  of  our 
happy  country,)  broke  resplendantly,  the  sun  shedding  its  rays  most 
gloriously  on  the  loyal  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  gladden- 
ing the  hearts  of  all,  more  especially  those  who  passed  their  vigils  on 
the  slopes  and  ramparts  of  the  good  town  of  Portsmouth.  The  day 
^  ushered  in  by  the  booming  of  cannon,  which  soon  aroused  those 
i  n  their  slumbers  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  domiciled  over 
1    lit. 

Joon  after  6  A.M.  the  streets  were  alive  with  the  busy  throng,  and 
^  expression  of  each  face  that  we  met,  conveyed  to  the  mind  the 
<     ^rmination  of  its  possessor  to  be  happy  and  joyous  under  all  diffi- 
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culties.  The  French  accuse  us  of  being  as  phlegmatic  as  Dutchmen, 
as  stolid  as  Turks,  and  as  indifferent  to  pleasure  as  American  Qua- 
kers ;  but  as  many  were  present  on  this  day  of  Britain's  pride,  let 
them  change  opinions  and  accord  to  Englishmen  that  just  tribute 
which  is  due  to  them.  Even  the  humble  mechanic  when  he  looked 
on  the  powerful  fleet,  felt  proud ;  and  gloried  in  the  strength  of  the 
nation  which  he  contributes  by  his  labour  to  uphold.  Who  could 
look  on  that  armament  and  murmur  at  the  cost  which  produced  it? 
What  joy  must  encircle  the  heart  of  our  good  and  gracious  Queen, 
when  amidst  the  mighty  roar  of  the  cannon  her  presence  could  call 
forth  such  vociferations  from  the  thousands  of  her  delighted  subjects 
present  on  this  glorious  day. 

Soon  after  dawn  the  whole  fleet  was  simultaneously  **  dressed,"  from 
main-truck  to  deck,  with  ensigns  and  flags — the  numerous  yachts  fol- 
lowed the  example,  BXid  indeed  every  denomination  of  craft  showed  her 
bunting.  Now  a  busy  scene  presented  itself  to  view — ^the  ocean  was 
soon  dotted  with  boats  flitting  about  in  every  direction,  life  and  anims' 
tion  succeeded  the  quiet  of  night, — the  drummers  beat  to  quarters, 
the  boatswains*  piped  all  hands,  the  marines  rattled  thear  firelocks,  the 
sailors  sung  their  *'  yo  heave  ho,"  and  the  officers  proceeded  to  their 
respective  stations.  On  land  thousands  were  rushing  to  the  vationB 
places  of  embarkation — fiords,  peeresses,  commoners,  and  peasants,  with- 
out order  or  distinction,  each  striving  to  be  foremost;  where  for  the  pre* 
sent  we  will  leave  them^  and  chronicle  the 

Departure  of  jBer  Majesty  from  London, — At  7h.  30m.  a.m.  the 
Queen^s  Household  left  iu  a  special  trtun: — Her  Majesty  and  the  Prince 
Consort,  accompanied  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Princess  Royal, 
Prince  Alfred,  the  Princess  Alice,  and  the  Princess  Helena,  attended  by 
the  Marchioness  of  Ely,  Lady  Caroline  Bamngton,  the  Hon.  Eleanor 
Stanley,  the  Hon.  Lucy  Kerr,  Lord  Byron,  Colonel  the  Hon.  C.  B. 
Fhipps,  Major-General  the  Hon.  Charles  Grey,  Colonel  BLddulph,  Lord 
Alfred  Paget,  and  Colonel  F.  H.  Seymour,  left  Buckingham  Palace  at 
8h.  30m.  for  the  private  station  at  Vauxhall  of  the  South  Western  Rail- 
way, where  the  Royal  party  were  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  (at- 
tended by  his  equerry  in  waiting)  Earl  Spencer,  and  Sir  James  Chu  e. 
The  tndn,  consisting  of  two  state  carriages,  left  the  station  at  8h.  4£  i., 
but  did  not  reach  the  Royal  Clarence  Yard  before  11  h.  45m.,  a  co  i- 
derable  delay  having  occurred  on  the  journey  from  the  large  amount  of 
traffic. 

Arriving  at  Clarence  Yard  her  Majesty  was  received  by  the  Lordi  of 
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the  Admiralty,  viz.,  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Charles  Wood,  Rear 
Admirals  Sir  M.  F.  Berkeley,  Eden,  and  Richards,  Captain  A.  Milne, 
and  Sir  R.  Peel. 

Prince  Edward  of  Saxe  Weimer,  Admiral  Sir  E.  Lyons,  and  M.  Jurien 
de  la  Grayiere,  Admiral  in  the  French  navy,  were  presented  to  the 
Qneeo,  and  together  with  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  royal  suite,  had  the  honor  of  accompanying  her 
Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  on  board  the  royal  yacht.  The  guard  of 
honor  consisted  of  100  Marines,  all  of  whom  wore  the  Crimean  medal. 

Immediately  the  royal  standard  was  hoisted  at  the  Clarence  Yard 
it  was  saluted  by  the  Victory  with  21  guns  :  this  was  the  first  intima- 
tbn  to  the  multitude  that  Her  Majesty  had  arrived.  The  royal  party 
proceeded  in  the  barge,  steered  by  Captain  Denman  to  the  Victoria  and 
Albert,  lying  off  the  dockyard.  The  yacht  immediately  got  underway: 
on  passing  the  Victory  and  other  vessels  their  yards  were  manned,  and 
amid  the  cheering  of  thousands  of  spectators,  the  playing  of  the  national 
anthem  by  the  bands  of  the  various  steamers,  the  dipping  of  burgees,  and 
a  salute  of  21  guns  from  the  Platform  battery  Her  Majesty  passed  out 
of  the  harbour. 

Passing  through  the  lines  of  mortar  vessels,  batteries,  and  gun^boats, 
to  the  extreme  Westerly  end  of  the  fleet,  the  royal  yacht  steamed  up 
between  the  two  divisions,  the  crews  of  each  ship  manning  their  yards 
and  cheering  with  such  vigour  and  heartiness  that  it  reached  the  shores 
in  waves  of  sound  that  were  exceedingly  eloquent  and  harmonious.  The 
crew  of  the  French  man-of-war  corvette  also  saluted,  manned  yards,  and 
dieered  heartily.  Arrived  at  the  East  end  of  the  divisions.  Vice- Admi- 
ral Sir  George  Seymour,  K.c.B.y  o.c.H.,  Commander-in-Chief,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  R.  S.  Dundas,  c.b.,  were  signalled  to  proceed  on 
board  the  royal  yacht,  which  they  obeyed,  and  there  received  Her  Ma- 
jnesty'a  commands  as  to  the  further  operations  of  the  day. 

After  Sir  George  Seymour  had  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Royal 

George;  the  Firefly,  Merlin,  and  Hecla,  carrying  the  signal  balls  at 

their  mast-heads,  were  despatched  towards  the  pivot  ships  to  clear  the 

way.     The  royal  yacht  then  steamed  towards  the  same  point,  leading 

the  two  divisions;  the  rate  of  speed  being  eight  knots.     The  scene  was 

w  a  most  exciting  one.     All  the  vessels,  with  their  freights  of  pas* 

tgers  and  eager  sightseers,  joined  in  the  general  race,  every  captain 

[  his  best  to  keep  company  with  royalty;  but  the  beautifiil  yacht  dib- 

iced  them  all.     One  of  the  South- Eastern  and  one  of  the  South- 

estem  boats  made  a  splendid  race,  in  which  the  former  was  the  victor. 

The  royal  yacht  took  up  her  position  about  four  cables  eastward  of 
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the  pivot  shipSy  and  in  a  very  few  minates  the  lordly  forma  of  the  Dake 
of  Wellington*  and  of  the  Royal  Georgef  passed  ronnd  the  London  and 
Rodney,  the  Wellington  to  port  and  the  Royal  George  to  starboard, 
each  followed  by  the  vessels  ot  its  own  squadron.  The  ease  with  which 
these  huge  three-deckers,  the  nineties,  and  the  frigates  were  handled,  the 
smartness  with  which  they  turned  outwards  round  the  pivot  ship,  was 
the  theme  of  general  admiration.  As  each  ship  made  the  turn,  the  side 
towards  the  royal  yacht  was  manned,  and  the  noble  fellows  with  their 
usual  heardness  and  sailor-like  devotion  cheered  their  beloved  Sovereign, 
for  whom  they  are  ever  ready  to  face  the  most  perilous  danger,  and  to 
sacrifice  their  lives:  t«ke  saik>r8  individually  or  collectively  a  more  loyal 
set  of  men  there  exists  not. 

As  soon  as  the  larger  ships  had  passed  the  pivots  they  returned  to 
their  former  anchorage  at  Spithead,  where  Her  Majesty  followed  shout 
four  o'clock,  and  on  arriving  the  signal  was  made  for  the  floating  batte- 
ries and  gun -boats  to  open  fire.  These  vessels  were  ranged  in  front  of 
the  whole  face  of  the  fortifications,  stretching  from  Gillkicker  Point  to 
Southsea  Castle,  and  they  succeeded  in  keeping  up  a  smart  cannonade, 
of  six  rounds  each  vessel,  that  deafened  every  one  who  was  near  the  css- 
tle.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  definite  description  of  this  part  of  the 
movements,  as  the  atmosphere  was  so  obscured  by  the  smoke,  that  the 
opposite  coast  of  Southsea  castle  was  compkitely  hidden  from  view,  and 
it  can  only  be  described  as  being  imposing  and  novel  in  the  highest 
degree.  The  allotted  number  of  rounds  having  been  fired,  the  royal 
yacht  steamed  inshore  towards  the  Grand  Stand  on  the  Common,  it 
being  evidently  a  compliment  of  Her  Majesty  towards  those  of  her  sub- 
jects assembled  to  witness  the  review.  We  need  hardly  say  that  this 
compliment  was  appreciated  by  the  thousands  who  occupied  the  Grand 
Stand,  and  the  tens  of  thousands  on  the  Common.  Thus  the  large 
yacht,  running  on  the  margin  of  the  beach,  through  a  mass  of  yachta^ 
boats,  steamers,  &c.,  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  shore  as  caused  us  to 
fear  she  might  ground,  brought  the  Queen  again  into  the  harbour. 

Her  Majesty  landed  at  Clarence  Yard,  and  at  half-past  Bve  left  by 
train  for  Buckingham  Palace,  arriving  there  at  ten  minutes  past  eight. 

Illumination  of  the  Fleet. — At  9  p.m.  the  whole  fleet  at  anchor 
burst  into  light  as  by  magic;  the  jets  one  above  another  main-top-it  it 
high,  and  the  ports  of  each  ship  opened  at  once,  showing  a  vivid  g  e 
between  decks,  caused  an  unusual  roar  of  cheering  from  the  shore,  wfa  h 
was  echoed  and  given  back  with  interest  from  the  boat^  of  the  leg!  a 
afloat.  This  in  the  stillness  of  the  calm  night  had  an  efiect  so  imposi  g 
that  cheer  upon  cheer  again  testified  the  delight  in  which  the  multiti  e 
enioyed  the  scone. 
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Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  suljject  of  the  review,  there  is  one  &et 
which  cannot  he  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed;  particularly  as  it  was  a  means 
of  enlivening  the  scene,  and  was  much  applauded  hy  all  who  vntnessed 
it  We  allude  to  the  four  rowing  barges,  that  issued  from  that  well 
known  nautical  establishment  "  Bumey's  College."  These  four  psrettily 
painted  barges  were  manned  by  upwards  of  sixty  youths;  fine  ruddy 
nilor*like  looking  fellows:  the  style  in  which  they  pulled  out^towardf 
the  harbour  was  admirable,  and  pleasing  to  witness;  and  does  great 
cre(tit  to  that  establishment. 

Strength  of  the  Fket-^li  is  only  by  comparison  that  we  can  arrive 
Bt  a  fEur  estimate  of  the  power  of  the  fleei  present  on  this  occasion.  In 
our  early  wars  with  France  we  blockaded  Brest  with  15,000  men,  who 
twanned  over  the  channel  in  750  sul;  44  ships  of  the  Baltic  fleet  last 
year  carried  22,000.  When  the  armada  was  approaching  onr  shores^ 
oor  ancestors  sent  out  to  oppose  it  146  ships,  crowded  with  16,000  menu 
Should  another  armada  attempt  to  visit  our  shores,  we  can  oppose  them 
with  the  present  Spithead  fleet  consisting  of  260  ships  of  all  sizes,  pro- 
pelled by  screw  or  paddles.  The  total  available  steam  farce  now  await- 
ing at  Spithead  the  signal  to  weigh,  would  be  impelled  by  23,720 
borse-power,  manned  by  32,370  stalwart  and  disciplined  men,  prepared 
to  work  the  3,220  guns  which  would  be  ready  to  '*  hurl  their  fire"  iqiosi 
the  invader,  or  carry  desolation  to  the  foreign  foe.  These  numbers  do 
ttot  include  the  ships  in  Portsmouth  harbour,  and  the  squadron  that 
was  employed  in  conveying  visitors,  and  which  would  have  made  up  the 
nmnber  260.  Of  such  a  fleet  as  this  it  may  be  said,  with  even  greater 
troth  than  was  said  of  the  British  navy  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  '<  There 
is  no  prince  in  Europe  who  hath  a  more  beautiful  sorte  of  shippe  than 
the  Queen^s  Majesty  of  England  hast  at  this  present,  and  these  generally 
are  of  such  exceeding  power  and  force,  that  two  of  tiiem,  well  appointed 
and  furnished  as  it  ought,  will  not  fidl  to  encounter  with  three  or  four 
of  those  of  other  countries,  and  either  bowge  them,  or  put  them  to  flight, 
if  they  may  not  bring  them  home.*'  But  the  nayy  which  called  forth 
nieh  high  encomiums  from  the  old  chronicler  consisted  of  "one-and- 
twenty  ships,  which  fay  for  the  most  part  in  Gillingham  roads."  '<  It  is 
possible,"  said  the  writer,  ''  that  some  covetous  people  will  suppose 
tl]  money  so  employed  to]be  unprofitable  to  the  Queen's  coffers,  but  if 
fl]  f  wist  that  the  good  keeping  of  the  seas  is  the  safeguard  of  our  land, 
fli   1  will  alter  their  censure,  and  soon  give  over  their  judgment" 

neidenU  connected  with  the  Review. — For  several  days  previous  to 
^  inesday  visitors  had  commenced  arriving  at  Portsmouth  from  Ixm- 
dc    and  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  excursionists  from 
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Vienna,  Baden-Baden,  Paris,  and  oil  parts  of  the  Continent  were  present, 
80  anxious  were  they  to  witness  the  flotilla  of  this 

**  Land  of  the  braye  and  the  free." 

This  influx  of  risitors  caused  the  accommodations  to  be  charged  at 
very  exorbitant  prices — ^from  one  to  three  gtuneas  being  the  average  for 
a  bed.  It  was  not  Portsmouth  alone  that  profited  by  the  influx  of  the 
thousands,  but  Southampton,  and  surrounding  villages,  and  even  the  Isle 
of  Wight  shared  in  the  benefits.  Every  train  on  Tuesday  added  hun- 
dreds to  the  already  thronged  towns,  who  were  seen  in  all  directions 
searching  for  shelter  ;  but  the  most  unfortunate  were  those  who  arrived 
by  the  mail  tnun  at  12*25  a.m.,  many  of  whom  were  doomed  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  the  night,  or  rather  morning,  in  the  streets.  They 
were  really  objects  of  commisseration, — ^respectable  and  well-dressed 
females,  accompanied  by  their  husbands,  brothers,  or  sweethearts,  were 
seen  reclining  on  door-steps  and  other  ignoble  places.  One  individual, 
we  understand,  conceived  the  plan  of  sleeping  in  the  station-honae 
rather  than  remain  in  the  streets  all  night,  and  in  order  to  do  so,  he 
abused  the  police  and  got  locked  up  in  consequence.  He  expected  to  be 
fined  a  trifle  in  the  morning,  and  be  in  time  to  see  the  review;  bat 
Justice  had  a  holiday  on  Wednesday,  and  the  unfortunate  wight  was 
doomed  to  rest  his  weary  frame  in  **  durance  vile**  until  Thursday,  when 
he  was  set  at  liberty,  no  doubt  highly  delighted  with  his  trip  to  «es  the 
review. 

It  was  not  the  ''people  **  alone  that  experienced  misfortune,  for  the 
Lords  and  Commons  had  their  share.  It  was  intended  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  should  attend 
closely  upon  the  royal  yacht  during  Her  Majesty's  passage  down 
the  line-of-battie  ships,  and  it  was  thus  proposed  to  add  to  the  gradeur 
of  the  spectacle.  The  Transit  was  appointed  to  receive  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Perseverance  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Many  had  arrived  on  Tuesday,  and  they  assembled  at  nine 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning  on  the  quay  at  Southampton,  the  place 
appointed  for  their  embarkation.  Having  proceeded  on  board  the  ten- 
ders which  were  appointed  to  convey  them  to  their  respective  steamers, 
they  anxiously  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  special  train.  After  coasi  ar- 
able delay  it  was  suggested  that  those  present  should  go  off  in  one  »n- 
der,  leaving  the  other  for  passengers  by  the  ''  special."  This  be  ig 
acceded  to,  the  tranfer  took  place,  and  they  soon  boarded  the  respi  ive 
steamers.  Here  another  delay  occurred,  and  Earl  Granville  propue  ^, 
the  Lords  and  Commons  should  coalesce  on  board  the  Transit,     nd 
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]«ve  the  Penerenuiee  for  the  **  absentees. "'  But  after  some  discussioQ 
the  Commons  ignored  the  proposal,  preferring  to  wait. 

After  some  lapse  of  time  the  second  tender  appeared^  with  her  decks 
crowded,  and  it  was  then  ascertained  that  the  "  special  **  had  been  re- 
tarded hy  the  breaking  down  of  an  engine.  All  being  now  ready  *^  go- 
ahead  ^  was  ordered,  and  awaj  they  steamed,  about  Ih.  30m.  to  go  seve- 
la!  miles  to  overtake  Her  Majesty.  However,  as  the  mishaps  haye 
been  **  brought  before  "  both  Houses  of  Parliament  we  subjoin  the  des- 
criptbn  given  by  some  of  the  *'  sufferers  "  by  land  and  sea. 

Home  o/Lordg. — Lord  Ravensworth  said  that,  as  he  saw  in  their  places 
the  noble' lord  the  President  of  the  Coondl,  and  many  other  noble  lords  who 
hadsafiered  with  himself  from  the  inconveniences  and  delays  which  had 
arisen  ip  the  conveyance  of  their  lordships  to  and  from  the  Naval  Review  at 
S(nthead  on  the  previous  day,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  defects  in  the  arrangements  which  had  led  to  those  unpleasant 
ctrcamstances^  and  to  ask  some  explanation  from  the  Government.  It  was 
mteaded  that  Her  Majesty  should,  during  her  progress  through  the  magnifi- 
cent line  of  ships,  be  attended  by  her  fidthful  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual 
sod  temporal,  and  the  Commons.  Nothing  could  be  more  complete  in  theory 
than  this  idea  of  the  Government.  The  misfiMrtune  was  that  it  entirely 
^ed  of  realization.  The  first  thing  that  occurred  after  starting,  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  was  a  delay  of  at  least  two  hours  occasioned  by  the 
Iveatiog  down  of  two  engines.  For  this  he  attributed  no  blame  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  (A  laugh.)  After  great  delay  and  inconvenience 
then*  lordships  arrived  at  Southampton,  where  there  was  but  one  large  tender, 
the  Harlequin,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Members  of  both  houses  of  Parlia- 
ment Li  consequence  of  this  it  was  at  least  an  hour  before  they  all  got  on 
hoard  the  tender,  and  then  the  crowded  state  of  that  vessel  occasioned  frirther 
lots  of  time  in  embarking  them  on  the  two  steamers  Transit  and  Perseve- 
nnee.  At  length,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  after  they  had  been 
lo&rmed  by  some  noble  lords  who  had  gone  down  on  the  previous  night  that 
<he  most  hnposmg  part  of  the  display  was  over,  the  salute  on  the  arrival  of 
Her  Majesty  having  been  fired  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the  Transit,  which 
had  been  appropriated  to  the  conveyance  of  their  lordships,  got  under  way. 
^  bad  not,  however,  proceeded  fiur  before  she  was  passed  by  the  Peraeve- 
naee,  having  on  board  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
•eoond  estate  of  the  realm  became  the  third,  in  which  position  it  continued 
during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  (A  laugh.)  In  the  course  ot  time  the 
Tmnaii,  notwithstanding  the  defective  engines  with  which  she  was  supplied, 
nacbed  the  pivot  ships  at  the  easternmost  point  of  the  line,  from  which 
position  they  witnessed  that  grand  and  magnificent  motion,  the  advance  and 
vheeling  of  the  line  of  ships,  the  only  spectacle  which  they  had  to  repay 
them  for  the  fiitigue  which  they  had  undergone.  This  ship,  the  Transit,  had 
heen  supplied  with  engines  which  were  originally  made  for  our  late  enemy 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  which  were  so  defective  in  construction  that  on 
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her  vojage  to  the  Meditttrraneao  Ibe  whole  of  her  machinery  gave  iva|,  end 
it  bad  Dot  since  been  put  into  proper  condition.  The  reaolt  was  that,  in  a 
short  time,  tbis  immense  ship,  of  2,400  tons  burthen,  became  ahnost  like 
a  log  upon  the  water. 

^  By  orders  from  high  authority  it  was  forbidden  to  make  any  smoke ; 
without  making  smoke  a  fire  could  not  be  made  sufficient  to  get  up  the  steam 
of  the  Transit,  and  the  result  was,  that  on  the  return  she  hardly  made  any 
way.  Little  as  was  the  way  she  made,  it  was,  unfortunately,  enough  for  her 
to  run  down  a  gun  boat,  by  which  collision  both  Tessels  weve  serionflly 
damaged,  and  a  marine  received  injuries  so  severe  that  he  (Lord  R.)  did  not 
know  whether  they  might  not  be  fataL  Although  she  did  this,  bowerer,  slie 
dki  Dot  make  way  enough  to  enable  their  lordships  to  reach  the  harbour  of 
Southampton  until  ton  o'clock  at  night:  at  that  time  the  return  was  effected 
by  means  of  a  very  active  but  very  small  steamer  called  the  Monkey,  owing 
to  the  disproportion  between  which  and  the  Transit,  and  the  conseqmot 
crowding  of  the  ibrmer,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  inoonvieoce,  and  not  t 
little  danger.  The  latter  was  considerably  increased  by  the  &ct  that,  as  slie 
neared  the  pier,  the  tiller  ropes  of  the  Monkey  broke,  owing  to  which  there 
was  much  difficulty  and  delay  in  whariing  that  vessel.  As  soon  as  she  «w 
wharfed  there  was  a  rush  to  the  railway  station.  Ladies  and  gentkmeo^ 
noble  \ords  and  right  revered  preUtes,  all  made  for  the  station  as  fiMt  as 
posdbk.  First-class  carriages  were  soon  all  occupied,  second-dass  ooeB 
were  soon  in  requisition,  and  one  rev.  prelate  and  a  privy  conncillMr  took 
i«fiige  in  a  third-class  carriage.  (A  laugh.)  At  last  the  train  reached  Lou- 
doo,  and  their  lordships  were  deposited  at  the  railway  station  at  three  o'clock 
in  die  morning.  How  many  of  the  ladies  reached  their  residences  he  could 
not  say.  Fortunately  he  had  himself  none  under  Ins  own  carob  Further 
than  this  he  would  at  present  express  no  opinion  upon  the  anbject  except  to 
say,  **  Sic  transit  ghria  mttfu2i'.'* 

Lord  Campbell--I  acquit  her  Majesty's  Government  <A  all  blame  for  ocr 
late  arrival  at  Southampton,  and  although  neither  my  noUe  friend  nor  the 
Fint  Lord  of  the  Admiraltyi  nor  the  Government  generally,  can  be  held 
respoQsiUe  for  what  followed — for  the  plan  traced  out  for  aa  was  exceOeot 
in  ilself*-»yet  then  certainly  was^ross  misconduct  somewhere,  whidi  real^ 
giws  one  aa  idea  of  what  occurred  at  Balaklava.  (Hear.)  Nothing  hi^ipened 
esoept  the  breaking  down  of  the  railway  engines,  which  could  not  have  been 
avoided.  There  was  gross  mismanagement  in  having  so  small  a  tender  to 
act  with  such  an  enormous  steamer  as  die  TrMiait.  It  might  have  been 
easily  seen  that,  under  the  meet  favorable  circumstaiicea,  it  would  have  taken 
an  hour  or  more  to  transfer  the  passengers  from  one  vessel  to  the  other ;  and 
had  there  been  anything  of  a  swell  we  never  coald  have  all  got  from  one 
to  the  other  The  Transit  at  last  weighed  anchor,  but  it  was  necessaiy  Ibr 
two  learned  judges  who  were  on  board  to  work  at  the  capstan.  (Langhter) 
We  had  three  rev.  prelates  on  board,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  lent  a 
hand  or  not.  One  of  the  apostles,  I  believe,  was  acquainted  with  navigation, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  under  similar  circumstances  he  would  have  assisted  in  the 
operation.     We  really  had  great  reason  to  complain  of  this  Transit,  wlncb, 
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^tmatfk  a  vmy  Urge  VMSel,  was  quite  unfit  fi>t  the  serme.  She  had  tuo  en- 
ginee,  but  ooe  of  them  was  permanently  disabled  (hear,  hear),  and  the  other 
was  soon  made  useless  by  the  fires  being  let  out. 

It  was  eleven  o'clock  before  we  left  Southampton,  although  we  ought  to 
have  left  at  six,  and  such  a  scene  of  confusion  I  hope  I  shall  never  witness 
again.  It  certainly  reflects  very  little  credit  upon  those  who  ought  to  have 
made  better  provision.  Judges,  prelates,  and  ladies  of  high  rank  were 
scrambling  together  for  places  in  the  train—one  would  have  thought  it  was 
m  azcoraiott  tndn  to  Manchester.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  a  place 
(hear)  bat  I  was  not  aUe  to  get  home  before  four  o'cloek  in  the  momiag. 
Hianlcs  to  that  strength  to  which  my  noble  firiend  has  alluded,  i  was  able  to 
attend  in  my  place  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  thei^ore, 
thst  no  ill  consequences  ensued  to  the  administration  of  justice^  (Hear.) 

Similar  statements  were  made  in  the  Commons,  which  created  much 
mirth;  and  as  no  accident  happened,  it  will  serve  to  amuse  our  descend- 
ants when  reading  in  history  an  account  of  the  Great  Naval  Review  of 
1856. 


A  DAY  AT  SPITHEAD, 


Is  these  days  of  improvements  and  self  laudation  we  had  fondly  hoped 
that  the  ancient  ways  of  locomotion  had  disappeared  from  the  earth,  at 
least  this  portion  of  it, — never  to  return — but  we  had  lately  experience 
of  the  contrary,  and  of  difficulties  such  as  the  pious  Euaeas  encountered 
in  his  travels  when  accompanied  by  our  ancestor  in  his  capacity  of  pilot. 
There  is  no  record  whatever  of  nulways  in  those  days,  but  the  vaiied 
detentions  sung  by  the  poet  could  hardly  have  been  worse  than  tliose 
experienced  "  by  land  and  flood"  from  the  liighest  to  the  lowest  on  the 
oocaaion  of  the  late  "  Naval  Review". — But  more  of  this  anon. 

Having  received  a  most  flattering  invitation  from  the  Vicc-commodon» 
of  the  most  influential  Yacht  Club  in  the  kingdom  to  join  him  at  Ports- 
mouth, with  a  light  heart  we  bounded  off  by  the  3  o'clock  Express  train 
on  the  Tuesday  before  the  Review,  in  company  \nth  some  kindred  spirits, 
inflneneed  by  the  same  kind  invitation.  By  the  aid  of  a  silver  key  a 
ecnpartment  in  one  of  the  carriages  was  retained  for  our  special  service^ 
be  >re  the  rush  of  passengers  had  yet  invaded  the  platform.  Then  on- 
W!  rd  we  flew— >oar  expectations  high-*-oar  spirits  higher  and  illuminated 
(o  oat  we  in  our  quiet  mood  now  confess  it)  by  the  mild  light  of  six  ae 
kr  ilj  Havannahs  as  ever  quitted  the  Spanish  nudn — succeeded  by  an 
in  sfinito  number  of  Manilas,  and  cigarettes  of  Turkish.  The  hours 
w<  e  lightened  by  anecdote  and  repartee,  and  our  youthful  and  ogreeable 
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friend  B  astonished  us  not  a  little  by  some  sleight  of  hand  perfixtn* 
ances,  to  while  away  the  tedium  of  the  journey. 

By  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  on  board,  and  sat  down  to  a 

recherche  dinner.  LordC.  P ^was  of  the  party,  and  Captain  P 

lately  returned  from  the  Crimea.  A  lively  conversation  took  place  res- 
pecting the  alleged  sortie  of  the  Russians  from  the  harbour,  in  boat%  with 
the  intention  of  surprising  the  ships  and  forts  at  Kamieech.  "  I  assore 
yooy*^  said  Capt  P.,  'Uhe  sortie  took  plaoe^  notwithstanding  ail  that  was 
said  to  the  contrary.  Your  lordship  forgets  that  tiie  fleet  of  observatioii 
was  at  least  a  mile  off  the  shore,  and  a  hundred  boats  with  armed  men 
could  earily  at  night  escape  notice  by  them.  The  enterprise  was  only 
prevented  by  their  being  recognized,  and  the  alarm  given  before  they 
reached  their  destination,  else  God  knows  what  would  have  been  the  fate 
of  the  stores  and  the  transports.'* 

*^  These  Rusrians  were  brave  fellows  after  all,**  siud  his  Lordship. 

^'  No  doubt  of  it.  Do  you  remember  that  awfiil  licking  they  gaire 
the  French  on  that  night  of  their  sortie  on  the  left  attadc  I  was  at  the 
mast-head  of  my  ship  and  saw  the  whole  of  it.  They  walked  into  the 
French  hand  over  hand,  killing  immense  numbers,  and  were  only  driven 
back  by  fresh  reinforcements  brought  up  from  the  rear.  I'm  sure  next 
morning  I  saw  no  less  than  7000  bodies  on  the  ground.  Very  little 
was  said  about  that  afihir." 

''  Now  then,  Dick,  what  are  you  up  to,"  said  the  Vioe-commodore  to 
his  nephew, — a  smart  and  intelligent  boy  about  to  enter  the  service  as  a 
Midshipman-—"  if  you  don't  behave  better  we'll  send  you  on  board  the 
Trusty."  This  was  received  with  a  hearty  laugh  from  all  around,  when 
an  explanation  took  place  in  this  wise:-* 

The  day  previous  a  visit  had  been  made  to  this  floating  battery,  and 
an  unexpected  sight  met  the  eyes  of  all  on  reaching  the  deck.  A  lad  who 
had  deserved  punishment  was  then  receiving  it  at  the  hands  of  the  boat- 
swain's mate.  Young  Dick's  £eu^  was  observed  to  change  colour,  and  a 
certain  unsteadiness  of  limb  was  noticed,  which  was  not  removed  by  the 
Captain's  cool  remark  that  *'  the  fellow  roared  as  if  he  were  hurt."  The 
possibility  of  a  personal  experience  of  a  similar  nature  in  his  future  career 
was  fEontly  hinted  to  Dick,  who  although  half  disbelieving  it,  yet 
seemed  to  feel  uncomfortable,  and  was  glad  to  quit  the  vessel  wh  e 
anch  rigid  discipline  was  enforced. 

Aflber  this  when  he  was  more  lively  than  usual,  on  performing  soi  e 
boyish  antic,  the  cry  became  "  Now  then,  Dick,  we'll  send  you  aboa  d 
the  Trusty — aboard  the  Trusty,  Dick." 

On  my  saying  to  Captcdn  F.  of  the  Brazilian  service,  that  I  beliei  d 
the  French  and  other  naval  powers  had  abolished  flogging,  he  observt^  I, 
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**  The  lads  and  bo^  are  still  puoiflied  in  thai  way,  it  is  SoaoA  imposeibia 
to  do  without  it  The  men  however  have  solitary  ooofinement  oa  bread 
and  water." 

After  oofiee  we  walked  the  deck  for  an  hoar.  The  stars  were  shining 
Inighty  the  air  was  serene^  and  all  was  calm  except  a  busy  ham  firamthe 
shine  that  betokened  preparations  for  the  morrow.  After  a  oonsoltation 
it  waa  determined  that  instead  of  swling  aboat  at  the  mevoy  of  the  light 
windsy  and  stronger  tides,  we  should  select  a  oonTenient  spot  where  a 
gHMval  view  of  all  the  intended  operations  might  be  obtained^  and  we 
hf  down  as  best  we  might  considering  the  number  of  our  party.  But  it 
has  been  truly  said  that  **  man  proposes  and  God  disposes,"  and  we  most 
innooeBily  expected  a  quiet  rest  of  at  least  some  five  or  six  hours  ;  but 
after  a  snooie  of  about  two,  the  noise  of  getting  underway,  the  numing 
out  of  the  chain  afber  we  had  taken  up  our  position,  and  the  jerk,  jerk, 
on  the  windlass  dispelled  the  soft  illunon,  no  longer  to  return.  My 
CBoeUent  and  most  worthy  friend  too^  B— ,  Liy  opposite  me  on  the  sofiL 
Sounds  which  at  ftrst  wavered  between  the  sharpening  of  a  saw  and  a  low 
whisile  escaped  from  his  gullet,  and  then  gradually  heightening  in  inten- 
rity,  the  noise  rose  to  a  cross  between  the  scream  of  a  locomotive  and  the 
migfaty  roar  of  the  tiger  or  hippopotomus;  after  which  exhausted  nature 
frightened  at  herself  took  rest  for  a  minute,  but  only  to  return  to  the 
charge  with  renewed  vigour.  We  read  that  the  Romans  of  old  were 
alkmed  to  divorce  their  wives  upon  very  slight  pretences,  such  as  being 
subject  to  influensa,  or  a  common  cold  in  the  head — ^the  present  wives 
might  surely  be  allowed  to  send  their  worse  halves  to  therig^t  about  for 
these  midni^t  atrocities. 

When  daylight  appeared,  human  nature  could  no  longer  stand  the 
sight  as  well  as  the  sounds  of  the  performer,  and  we  rushed  on  deck  to 
ei^oy,  what  painters  call  a  picture  of  SUB  life,  or  at  least  a  scene  of  ' 
greater  repose. 

The  daylight  gun  had  just  fired--^the  mass  of  shipping  lay  before  us 
in  proud  magnificence.  One  after  another  the  ships  of  war  were  dis- 
closed to  view,  and  the  giant  forms  of  the  line  of  battle  ships  loomed 
heavily  in  the  distance.  We  were  anchored  dose  to  the  line  of  mortar 
boats  in  order  that  we  mig^t  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  line  of  pro- 
1  assioo  laid  down  for  her  Majesty. 

The  sun  rose  most  brilliantly,  promising  a  veritable  Queen's  Day. 
.  tely  a  small  fleecy  doud  here  and^there  whitened  the  blue  sky.  Now 
1  id  then  a  light  ab  of  wind  from  the  south  tipped  the  water,  which  lay 

placid  as  on  any  summer's  eve.  We  could  now  disoera  a  long  line  of 
Msels  gradually  lessening  into  the  horizon  at  the  west,  while  to  the  east 
le  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Orion,  the  St.  George,  and  other  line  of 
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batde  thipi,  with  their  grim  fbmiB  and  heavy  masti  aad  apaiB  frowirad 
on  118  in  the  dktanoe.  At  6  o'clock  the  picture  became  moie  animntad, 
gan-boatB,  like  water-kelpiesy  flitting  about  every  where,  and  as  if  ready 
jEbr  any  miaohief  ;  gigs  and  launches  passiDg  and  repaaring,  and  ever 
and  anon  aome  of  the  Portsmouth  wherries  looking  out  for  a  job  wooU 
cross  our  bows* 

Our  party  had  now  aaaembled  on  the  white  dedi  to  get  a  moathfal 
of  fresh  air  befiore  break&»t» 

'<  Ah!  there's  the  Belle  Isle  1  and  there's  iheEufyalus  I  didyou  everaea 
her-*a  beaulafnl  veisel ;  and  there's  the  Imperieuse— we  w«re  quarrelling 
aU  day  yesterday  as  to  whieh  was  the  handsomest  frigate—* then  there's 
the  Odd  Arrogant ;  she's  a  very  handsome  ship  but  there's  a  defeet  in 
her  rig'— 4ier  masts  are  badly  placed.^* 

'<  That  Shannon's  a  beaulr)^/'  said  Lord  C-^  "^  she's  20  feet  km^ger 
than  the  others— 'the  finest  craft  that  ever  was  builtf 

^  Here's  a  magnificent  day !  a  wonderful  day  for  the  season—- whoreiar 
our  Queen  goes  there's  fine  weather  !'^  sttd  another.  « 

**  Do  you  see,"  smd  Captain  P— ,  "  how  the  top-gallant  yards  araaH 
shing  ready  to  go  up  when  the  Admiral  gives  the  signal  at  8»**~and  the 
royal  yards,  they  will  all  be  manned  by-and-bye." 

'*  K  I  were  an  Admiraly"  said  Lord  C-^,  ^I  never  would  aUow  a  royal 
yard  tk>  be  manned— with  any  sea  on  it  is  positively  dangerous*" 

**  Hurrah  !  there's  the  old  Edinburgh  beat  them  all— but  then  she's  e 
blodk  ship  and  much  lighter  rigged.  Hallo  I  there's  dress  ship— why  there's 
tiuU  beast  opposite  not  crossed  yards  yet«-^ow  pretty  all  dress  simttltar 
neously — a  very  pretty  sight !  No,  there's  the  Edinburgh  all  behind*-^ 
Ah  !  you  laiy  fellows  I  now  there  go  the  Saga— Up  go  the  life*lineson 
the  }4rds." 

The  bands  were  now  playing  on  board  the  large  ships  and  the  scene 
around  gradually  heightened  in  animation. 

The  same  might  be  said  of  the  scene  bek>w»for  on  descending  to  the 
eabin  we  found  the  creature  comforts  ready  for  us  in  the  shape  of  te% 
eoffee,  egga^  grilled  bacon  and  other  savoury  dishes,  which  make  the 
yachtsman's  mouth  water  after  four  hours  **  glowering  free  him"  in  the 
eool  of  the  morning,  and  all  did  ample  justice  to  the  entertainment. 

At  9  the  captains  are  cutting  about  in  their  gigs.  <<  There's  H —  f 
the  Blenheim,— eomehow  or  other  he  does  not  make  himself  liked-*  - 
There's  Keppel  of  the  Cokissua,;  an  exeeUent  feUow,  and  there's  Jot  i 
{tamsay.  But  who  are  all  these  women  with  them? — Oh  1 1  suppose  ihei  » 
are  the  friends  of  the  captains  going  on  board.  My  eye  I  this  wr  I 
be  a  piping  hot  day,"  said  one  of  our  party. 

^•ThatDukeof  Wellington  is  a  noble  ship.— Ah  Ithfite's  that  bkss    i 
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Csnturioii  not  got  her  eobun  up  yet.  There's  a  great  varietj  of  opbian 
ae  to  whether  a  ship  looka  best  dratsed  or  not.  Some  think  the  flaga 
look  Hke  olothee  hnng  out  to  dry.  If  yoa  are  near  enough  to  diatingviah 
the  colour  of  the  flags  it  alters  the  case  for  the  better. — Why  it's  the 
Ifajestio  that's  late  in  dressing  Bhtp«->the  Uoekheads !  FU  bet  yoa  tsro- 
penoe  it  is.     Vm  sore  it  is— the  lubbers  1  '* 

At  half-past  ten  ooaies  first  amongst  the  passengers-vessels  the  Tay» 
with  crowds  on  board;  an  ngly  lookmg  craft  Uke  ^  American  steasdeii 
in  the  Collins'  line;  she  is  puffing  huge  Yolumes  of  black  smoka.  Fkom 
the  weatoomesan  enormons  steamer,  the  Atmto,  alsoTonuting  Tokanoea 
oi  eavbon;  nuaobeia  of  yachts,  schooners,  cutters,  and  sloops  are  gliding 
Amnf^  the  watery  and  amongst  othws  may  be  seen  what  the  ChiDase 
might  charaotenae  as  they  did  the  first  steamer  they  ever  saw  **  an  inde* 
oei^  and  disgusting  exhibition.'' 

This  consisted  of  asloop  af^ttteatly  of  about  20  tons,  with  a  gaff  oniy 
about  A  fourth  of  the  lengtib  of  her  boom,  and  over  it  a  top-awl,  the  loot 
of  wUch  was  about  twice  the  gaff's  length,  out-heroding  Herod  and 
beating  the  Phantom's  topsail  into  fits  of  a  most  convulsiye  characteCi 
TUa  is  Ultra- Americanism  with  a  vengeance.  These  sloop  owners  will 
act  see  that  although  a  short  gaff  enables  them  to  go  to  windward  « 
ahada  better,  there  are  two  other  jMnots  of  ss&ling  they  are  sure  to 
be  beaten  in — ^running  and  reaching— and  the  shortness  of  their  gaff 
ilina  forces  them  in  hgfat  weather  to  use  a  most  awkward  looking  sail 
aloft)  and  the  craft.waddles  about  like  an  old  woman,  Mrs.  Gamp  liar 
instance,  with  a  bonnet  Ugger  than  her  body.  The  beautiful  Dream 
at  this  flsoBoent  passed,  and  hid  her  fortunately  fi^m  our  view. 

1  Ih.  4SaL^^TbB  Royal  yaoht  was  now  seen  coming  out  of  the  har^ 
boor,  aad  at  noon  when  she  reached  the  Spit,  ihe  Duke  of  Wellington 
<x»nmenced  a  salute,  (bUowed  by  all  the  men-of-war  along  the  line* 
Ak  this  moment  the  yaids  were  covered  with  men  also.  The  magnifi- 
eaai  aigfat  made  one's  heart  bound  fer  his  conntiy.  OhI  that  this  nobis 
fleet  had  been  ready  a  short  year  ago!  now  perhaps  doaoaed  to  rot  in 
comparative  idleness; — but  let  us  not  waste  time  in  fruitless  prophecy. 

The  Boyal  yadit  now  passed  us,  aad  our  party  and  crew,  as  in  duty 

boond,  ascended  the  rigging,  and  gave  three  stanning  cheers.    Fn>m 

rery  ship  the  same  loud  notes  were  heard,  and  far  aloi^  the  line  the 

iheeting  ran.    The  aame  spirit  lived  still  that  aaimaked  the  fleet  when 

t  Trafidlgar  the  crews  gave  Aeir  reply  to  England's  expectations. 

literally  hundreds  of  steamers  of  all  aiaes  and  shapes,  Govemmeai 
nd  passenger  vessek  now  crowded  pas(^  vaanfy  pressing  on  the  rear  of 
le  Boyal  yacht,  and  the  sea  which  had  been  se  quiet  before^  was  now 
aofaled  aa  if  a  heavy  gab  had  swept  osier  it 
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As  the  Royal  party  returned  through  the  lioe  of  ships  tfadr  riggiog 
was  now  dotted  with  men,  on  the  port  or  starboard  ode  as  it  happened 
to  lay  next  the  yacht.  The  great  Duke  had  a  man  stan^g  aloft  on 
each  truck  as  well«-*a  giddy  sight  even  to  look  at 
•  The  French  corvette  which  had  brought  over  some  Officers  to  witness 
the  manoeuvres  still  had  the  men  standing  on  the  yards.  Poor  fellows  { 
Aey  must  have  been  there  for  two  hours  at  least.  Admiral  Jorien  de 
la  Gravi^ie,  Author  of  **  Sketches  of  ike  last  Naval  War^  came  over 
with  them. 

It  is  curious  in  reading  diis  work,  to  see  how  candidly  and  nobly  a 
Frenchman  can  speak  of  our  Nelson  and  his  achievements.  Ele  gives  us 
every  credit  for  our  bravery  and  smartness,  and  enters  in  the  most  phikn 
sophic  spirit  into  the  causes  of  our  vast  superiority  in  naval  mattttv 
during  the  last  war.  He  does  so  from  the  desire  that  lus  countrymen 
should  emulate  us  in  those  subjects  in  which  we  excel.  It  is  rare  indeed 
to  find  a  Frenchman  confessing  a  series  of  defeats.  Not  so  M.  Thiers, 
who  is  by  no  means  scrupulous  in  fabrication.  All  honour  then  to  La 
Chravi^re  who  dares  to  speak  the  truth  from  motives  of  patriotism. 

The  barge  from  the  St  Greorge  has  now  gone  alongside  the  Royal 
yacht,  perhaps  to  take  Her  Majesty  and  visitors  on  board.  The  beastly 
Tay  and  Atrato,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  to  bum  Welch  coal  are 
smoking  away  in  a  most  disgusting  manner. 

It  is  really  disgraceful  to  see  so  many  spectators  denied  in  this  mann<« 
the  treat  for  which  they  have  lefb  their  homes.  Are  any  of  the  Direo- 
tors  on  board  ?  They  ought  to  be  kicked  out  of  the  fleets  and  thdr 
wives  put  on  board  respectable  ships,  amongst  more  gallant  men.  Wo 
eeuld  see  no  other  steamers  in  the  whole  display,  that  committed  ibis 
gross  nuisanoe.  But  it  has  been  said  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
in  the  Black  Ea^e  were  equally  guilty.— For  shame  I 

Now  look  along  the  beach,  from  Fort  Monckton  to  Southsea  Castle^ 
it  is  perfectly  black  with  human  beings.  The  giganiac  stands  ereeted 
for  the  occasion  are  also  crowded.  How  many  tens  of  thousands  are 
there,  no  one  can  telL 

Now  come  the  dispatch  and  gun-boats.  The  Victor  No.1,  in  the  van, 
followed  by  a  line  of  gun-boats  puffing  like  a  rush  of  locomotives  thtougli 
a  distant  forest. 

Ih.  45m.-«— Down  come  the  colours  firom  the  leading  ships,  and  the 
others  are  taken  by  surprise,  except  the  Euryalus  and  Imperieuse,  that 
are  both  very  smart  in  manoeuvring. 

*'  Look  at  that  shipP  said  Captain  P.  '<  Ah!  you  rascals  I— no  down* 
hauls  rove.  Off  goes  a  hand  on  the  jib*boom  with  a  lead  line; — IhatVi 
very  slovenly — it's  very  bad*     We're  paying  these  fellows  money  lik» 
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the  otbersy  and  they're  not  half  so  smart.  What  ship  is  it?— -The  Bruns- 
wick,— and  she  was  the  longest  too  in  getting  up  yards: — I'm  sure  its  the 
Brunswick!" 

*'  There  goes  up  the  preparative  signal  on  board  the  Admiral,  some- 
thing's going  to  happen." 

"Now  then,  Dick."  cries  one  of  our  party,  "  put  that  pistol  down — 
remember  the  Trusty  I  well  send  you  on  board  the  Trusty  !" 

The  ships  were  now  getting  up  anchor  and  they  began  to  move  ahead 
under  steam.  Not  a  particle  of  canvas  was!;to  be  seen  on  board  one  of 
fleet.  What  a  contrast  to  former  days  !  How  Admirals^  Captains, 
and  even  middies  turned  up  their  noses  at  the  bare  idea  of  their  ships 
being  turned  into  kettles.  But  now  all  see  the  advantage  of  the  giant 
steam. 

A  great  many  yachts  and  little  cutters  were  flitting  around.  Amongst 
the  lot  was  seen  a  smack  of  the  oldest  school.  Where  she  could  have 
oome  from,  or  where  she  could  have  been  laying  up  for  the  last  hundred 
years  no  one  could  tell.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Wandering  Jew  and 
some  kindred  spirits  were  out  in  her  for  the  day.  She  was  about  150 
tons,  with  a  jib-boom  and  high  poop  in  the  most  perfect  stye  of  pre- 
servation. 

The  gun  boats  as  they  pass  have  all  their  ports  down,  and  their  bow- 
sprite  in,  ready  for  action.  How  beautifully  in  line  they  are  coming 
down  and  anchoring  in  succession  about  a  cablets  length  from  each  other. 
No.  43  is  opposite  to  us.  Look  out  for  a  row  I  Two  to  the  westward 
began  firing.  The  word  is  passed  **  Cease  firing."  A  pretty  blowing 
up  their  Commanders  will  get.  All  the  large  ships  are  now  going  round 
the  first  ships  to  the  East,  and  while  there  as  pretty  a  luncheon  was  dis- 
cussed by  us  as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  mortal  man.  Solids  and  fluids 
e^pially  disappeared,  and  the  evaporation  of  all  tangible  substances  was 
npid  in  the  extreme. 

**  Now  then,  Dick,  what  are  you  up  to,  youll  go  on  board  the  Tnisty^ 
by  Jove  you  will !" 

**  If  you  please  gentlemen,"  said  the  steward  down  the  companion,  **  I 
think  they're  going  to  fire."  And  so  they  did  with  a  vengeance  ;  but 
belbre  this  and  to  show  the  growing  laxity  of  our  service,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  No.  —  was  seen  by  us  quietly  walking  the  deck  with  a 
pipe  in  his  mouth  I  Surely  at  such  a  time  such  a  display  should  be 
highly  reprimanded.  A  real  stulor  prefers  a  strict  ship  to  a  vessel  of 
this  sort:  he  knows  what  is  wanted  in  every  place,  and  what  is  required 
of  him.  He  knows  too  that  a  lazy  one  who  does  do  likewise  will  be 
punished.     We  had  a  good  mind  to  print  his  number. 

HO.  6.— VOL.  V.  2  E 
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The  firing  now  began  bj  a  mimic  attack  on  Southsea  Castle.  We 
were  rery  near  three  of  the  gun  boats,  and  one  of  the  dispatch  boats, 
and  the  noise  of  their  68  and  32  ponders  was  absolutely  deafening. 
At  every  explosion  one  felt  as  if  he  had  a  slap  in  the  face.  Howeyer  it 
was  all  fine  :  we  were  in  capital  spirits,  and  through  the  roar  we  laughed 
and  joked  and  felt  proud  that  we  were  Englishmen. 

Through  the  smoke  we  saw  the  Transit,  laden  with  the  Peers,  attack 
a  poor  little  gun  boat,  and  with  her  jib-boom  sweep  masts,  funnel*and  all 
from  the  deck.     Unlucky  Transit  and  unlucky  Peers  ! 

Now  homeward  we  bent  our  steps  to  the  railway  station,  not  fore- 
seeing that  our  homes  would  not  be  reached  until  with  **  the  milk  in 
the  morning.^' 

"  I  hope"  said  Captain  P.  in  his  simplicity,  **1  shall  have  a  larger  bed 
'  to-night  than  I  slept  in  on  board.— -I  like  one  that  I  can  move  about  in, 
where  I  can  wear  if  I  cannot  stay,  and  plenty  of  room  withal  to  stretch 
m  • 

«  Adieu"  we  cried  *«to  Portsmouth" 

"  Be  quiet  now,  Dick,"  said  the  Vice-commodore,  "  if  you  go  on  in 
thtt  way,  we  must  really  send  you  on  board  the  Thisty." 

Paunttrus. 


AN  OUT-AND-OUT  BALLAST   TRIMMER. 

A  RAGING  yacht,  and  a  pleasure  yacht,  are,  now  a  days,  two  difierent 
classes  of  yessels  :  an  out-and-out  racer  is  not  a  {Measure  yacht,  and  for 
diis  plain  reason,^-4hat  there  is  no  pleasure  aboard  th^n  ;  at  any  rale 
not  for  a  timid  man,  or  one  uoaceustomed  to  match  sailing. 

But  a  pleasure  yacht  combining  comfort  with  speed,  m%ht  be»  and 
ought  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  We  are  happy  and  proud  to  aay 
there  are  many  such  amongst  the  present  squadron  of  English  yadits^ 
they  may  be  found  in  eyery  yacht  club  in  the  Eaqgdom,  in  tonnages 
yarying  from  the  tiny  six  ton  model  yaeht,  to  the  gigmntic  sehooner  of 
two  or  three  hundved  tons  :  such  therefore  must  be  a  pleasing  leflectian 
to  eyery  considerate  yachtsman.  On  the  other  hand  diere  are  o«i»and- 
out  racers  in  eyery  club,  from  the  model  six  toaner,  to  the  B&y  «  n 
cutter.  An  out-*and-out  racer  need  not  be  a  ballast  trimmer  ;  althou  h 
more  than  half  of  that  class  formerly  were  so  :  we  will  not  say  they  r  e 
so  numerous  as  they  were  two  years  ago,  no  I  God  forbid  that  tl  y 
should  1  Or,  by  this  time  many  a  blooming  young  yachtsman  woi  d 
probably  have  niet  a  watfiry  graye.     Eyery  year  ballast  trimmers  w  » 
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g«(tiDg  more  preposieroos  than  ever  ;  and  had  there  not  been  a  check 
put  upon  it,  heaTen  only  knowd  what  sort  of  machines  would  have  been 
iaveated  by  this  time  :  what  with  a  stem -post  raking  to  an  angle  par- 
aUel  with  the  heel  of  the  mast ;  and  spars  big  enough  for  a  vessel  of 
more  than  double  her  tonnage  ;  we  should  have  had  a  strange  sort  of  m 
fleet  for  the  season  of  1856. 

It  is  one  of  these  last  described  machines  that  we  are  about  to  >rite 
the  history  of.-— The  Slasher,  was  designed  and  modelled  with  exquisite 
csie  and  skill  by  one  of  the  most  celebrated  yacht  builders  of  the  year 
1854.  The  builder  was  limited  to  one  thing  only — ^tonnage.  In  every 
other  respect  he  had  carte  blanche,  ^  Build  me  an  out-and-out  clipper" 
said  the  yachtsman,  ^  I  want  her  to  beat  every  thing  afloat,  I  care  not 
for  accommodation  :  the  cabin  may  be  used  for  shifting  ballast,  or  any 
purpose  that  will  make  the  yacht  go  faster.*' 

With  such  a  pleasing  order  and  such  a  liberal  customer,  this  celebrated 
builder  determined  on  stretching  his  lines  to  an  unprecedented  extent : 
and  if  he  ever  before  felt  that  he  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  into 
fame^  he  now  felt  almost  on  the  road  to  glory.  He  well  knew  that 
with  such  a  commission,  at  an  age  when^ballast  trimming  was  not  pro- 
hibited, and  yachts'  stems  had  not  been  raked  half  enough ;  in  his 
ideas,  he  could  build  an  enormous  vessel,  that  would  completely  over^ ' 
power  all  others  of  equal  tonnage. 

The  Slasher  was  built,  launched,  ballasted,  rigged,  and  fitted  for  sea. 
Sea  did  we  say?^  Query?  but  no  matter,  there  she  was-—a  soundly  built, 
strong  yacht,  as  pretty  a  looking  thing  as  had  ever  been  seen.  Every 
eye  that  saw  her  as  she  lay  at  anchor  could  but  admire  her.  She  was  a 
kmg,  low,  rakish  looking  clipper  :  every  inch  a  racer,  and  a  match  for 
anything  of  her  tonnage  afloat,  if  she  could  but  carry  her  tall  spars  and 
huge  sails :  which  the  builder  was  quite  sure  she  could,  with  the  aid  of 
her  shot  bags.  She  was  tried  privately,  and  when  her  exact  trim  was 
hoovered,  was  entered  to  sail  a  match.  It  was  a  fine  dtiy  and  a  light 
wind  :  she  therefore  won  it  easily.  The  next  match  she  sailed  was  in  a 
rather  stronger  wind,  and  she  won  again.  Her  &me  as  an  unrivalled 
clipper  was  then  established,  she  was  declared  the  fastest  yacht  afloat, 
and  fit  for  any  iceather.  Ugh  !  How  we  shrugged  our  shoulders  to 
hear  such  a  thing  said  of  her.  The  third  match  was  the  real  trial :  it 
blew  great gune,  but  the  Slasher's  men  said,  ''we  must  maintain  our 
character,"  and  the  Slasher  glided  to  her  berth,  shook  her  feathers,  and 
pieked  up  her  moorings  in  the  teeth  of  the  gale.  A  pair  of  reefs  were 
hauled  down,  the  top -mast  housed,  fore-sail  reefed,  and  third  jib  laid 
nady.     Other  yachts  of  more  sturdy  appearance  showed  us  a  more 
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oauttous  example,  and  came  to  their  mooiiogs  with  three  reefs  in  their 
main-sails,  and  had  spit-fire  jibs.  Many  experienced  yachtsmen  declared 
the  Slasher  could  not  carry  her  canvas  in  such  a  gale  :  the  odds  were 
ten  to  one  against  her,  we  took  them  wherever  they  were  offered,  £or 
we  well  knew,  that  barring  accidents,  we  were  sure  to  win. 

Away  we  went,  on  the  signal  being  given  for  starting,  like  wildfire 
in  the  wind,  and  on  the  second  tack  the  Slasher  was  the  leading  yacht, 
and  every  tack  she  afterwards  made  increased  the  distance  from  the  other 
yachts:  every  shot  bag  was  thrown  up  to  windward,  and  with  one  of  the 
most  daring  sailing-masters  at  the  helm,  we  drew  towards  the  sea.  Ugh ! 
Here  then  was  the  perilous  encounter.  Nothing  but  the  most  carelol 
sailing  and  undaunted  courage  of  the  Captain  saved  us  from  going  to 
the  bottom  ;  as,  rolling  in  the  sea,  we  dashed  and  struggled  through 
it :  our  deck  was  swept  and  swept  again,  and  all  were  obliged  to  hold 
^'  devilish  fast  *'  to  prevent  being  washed  overboard.  Who  would  £uicy 
being  battened  down  in  the  cabin  as  ballast  trimmer  on  such  an  occasion  ? 
However  two  of  our  crew  were  battened  down  there  all  the  time.  I 
believe  all  of  us  rejoiced  when  we  rounded  the  fjetrthest  flag  buoy  at  sea, 
and  ran  before  the  wind  for  smooth  water.  Contrary  to  the  expectations 
of  those  aboard  the  weatherly  yachts,  we  had  actually  increased  our  dis* 
-tance  in  the  great  sea-struggle,  and  finally  won  the  cup  with  greater 
credit  to  ourselves,  than  on  either  of  the  two  previous  occasionsr 

Now,  yachtsmen,  one  and  all,  hear  a  sailor's  candid  testimony  as  to 
that  desperate  and  perilous  encounter. 

We  won  the  cup !  and  the  Slasher  had  become  Jamous,  But  amongst 
the  hundreds  who  witnessed  that  match  and  so  highly  extolled  the 
Slasher  and  her  crew,  how  few  were  aware  what  a  fearfully  haaEardoos 
and  foolhardy  race  we  had  sailed.  With  upwards  of  a  ton  of  ballast 
heaved  up  to  windward  in  a  rolling  sea,  had  the  yacht  made  a  heavy 
lurch  to  leeward,  or  fallen  on  her  beam  ends,  so  as  to  cause  the  ballast 
to  fall  to  leeward,  no  power  on  earth  could  have  saved  her  ;  she  would 
have  been  swamped  like  a  cofi&n,  and  every  soul  aboard  would  have  gone 
to  the  bottom  :  the  yacht  could  not  have  recovered  herself  as  any  other 
vessel  could,  with  ballast  secured  beneath  the  platform.  But  by  shew 
good  luck,  and  most  skilful  sailing,  we  were  carried  through  without  an 
accident.  Three  times  we  were  as  near  a  capsize  as  possible,  and  oi  » 
we  were  equally  near  ih  smooth  water,  when  a  heavy  squall  tossed  us  ,  i 
our  beam  ends. 

As  a  yachtsman,  and  a  sailor  of  many  years  experience,  I  do  not  co  • 
sider  there  was  the  smallest  particle  of  credit  due  to  us,  or  the  Slashi  » 
for  winning  that  cup;  still  less  for  venturing  to  sea  in  so  dangeroui    i 


MY  CRADLE  BOAT.  209 

machine.  There  are  three  sound  reasons  why  there  was  no  credit  due 
to  us.  First,  becausd  in  size  and  form  of  'hnl],  spars,  and  sails,  the 
Slasher  was  nearly  twice  as  large  as  any  of  her  competitors,  although 
what  is  called  "  her  tonnage  admeasurement"  was  no  more  than  the 
others. 

Secondly,  hecause  we  could  not  have  carried  half  our  canras  without 
artifical  means,  or  more  plainly,  without  shifting  baUast, 

Thirdly,  hecause  the  Slasher  being  nearly  twice  the  length  of  many 
of  the  others,  would  forge  a-head  fiister  in  a  seaway,  and  labour  far  less 
than  shorter  vessels.  And  finally,  it  is  only  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
Sladier  was  allowed  to  sail  on  such  unequal  and  unfair  terms. 

Soon  after  this  <*  famous  match  **  the  rules  were  altered,  measurement 
was  differently  arranged,  and  shifting  ballast  entirely  discountenanced. 

The  Slasher  was^then  a  useless'vessel,  she  could  not  carry  her  sails,  in 
6et  she 'could  scarcely  stand  alone,  without  her  shifting  ballast :  she 
could  not  afford  to  have  her  tonnage  doubled,  or  any  old  cod-smack 
would  beat  her,  so  she  was  laid  on  the  shelf,  fit  for  nothing,  despised  and 
rejected  by  all.  Such  is  a  history  of  the  brief  career  of  ^  an  out-and-out 
bailasl  trimmer." 
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BY   TOMMY   BLUVFBOW. 


CHAPTER  V. 

I  SHOW  not  which  vexed  me  roost,  whether  the  loss  and  destruction  of 
the  Harebell,  Murray's  treachery,  or  Kitty's  grief.  All  three  were 
subjects  of  regret  whenever  they  entered  my  thoughts:  but  it  was  of  no 
use  repining  at  either.  The  men  were  punished,  the  yacht  punished, 
and  poor  Kitty  punished  :  but  of  all  the  punishments  I  had  the  greatest 
share^  the  loss  of  as  beautiful  and  swift  a  little  yacht  as  had  ever  been 
built,  the  forfeiture  of  all  confidence  in  my  captain  and  crew;  and  my 
rachtang  pleasures  completely  marred  for  a  long  time. 

To  replace  the  Harebell  by  building  a  new  yacht  of  larger  dimensions 
nras  now  my  serious  intention.  For  two  whole  weeks  I  was  engaged, 
•onoentrating  all  my  skill  in  designing  and  drafting  a  plan  for  a  10  tonuer. 
Toung  Allen  was  with  me  every  day;  and  when  we  had  quite  decided 
n  the  form,  I  requested  him  to  make  a  model  for  a  yacht  of  the  required 
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dimensions,  taking  care  io  iaspeot  its  progress  from  day  to  day  that  any 
DOW  suggestion  might  be  considered,  and  if  desirable  carried  out.  Great 
pains  had  been  taken  in  designing  the  Harebell :  but  ten  times  more 
care  was  bestowed  on  the  new  model:  which  when  complete  I  exhibited 
to  seyeral  nautical  men  ;  but  not  one  could  or  would  find  a  single  fanlt 
with  it,  although  urged  to  do  so,  that  the  yacht  proposed  to  be  built 
from  it  might  not  be  constructed  on  an  erroneous  priuctple. 

I  should  not  forget  to  inform  my  readers  that  I  had  at  this  time  left 
my  Father's  roof,  and  li?ed  a  bachelor^s  life  in  a  small  house  in  the  vil- 
lage $  and  it  was  in  my  bachelor  abode  that  Kitty  Murray  pud  me  the 
mysterious  visit  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter. 

Whilst  the  new  yacht  was  being  built,  I  occasionally  amused  myself 
in  my  late  grandfather^s  pet  boat  the  Swallow,  which  had  ever  been  my 
Cradle  Boat,  and  for  which,  for  my  grandfather's  sake,  I  much  vahied« 
In  no  boat  had  I  learnt  so  much  practical  seamanship  :  nor  enjoyed  so 
much  early  pleasure  ;  and  even  in  those  my  later  days,  when  I  had  be* 
oome  owner  of  a  yacht,  could  I  find  better  instruction  or  take  a  better 
lesson  than  by  sailing  the  Swallow  in  a  stiff  breeze  :  and  for  very  evident 
reasons  : — she  was  swifb  and  safe  in  dexterous  hands,  but  dangerous  and 
unmanageable  when  an  unskilful  sailor  sat  at  the  helm  :  such  is  the  case 
with  most  open  boats  ;  they  are  tractable  as  lambs  when  thoroughly 
understood  ;  but  mere  floating  coffins  in  inexperienced  hands.  It  requires 
pears  of  experience  to  make  a  good  boat  sailor  ;  and  the  best  yacht 
sailors  of  all,  have  learnt  their  art  in  open  boats  :  the  worst  of  all  are 
taken  from  square  rigged  ships.  Indeed,  few  sailors  whose  life  has  been 
entirely  devoted  to  ships,  can  sail  an  open  boat  with  large  sails  in  safety 
and  with  skill. 

Whilst  my  new  clipper  was  building,  Bob  Hart  walked  into  the  yard 
one  morning  and  inspected  her.  I  showed  him  the  model:  the  form  of 
which  he  much  admired,  and  appeared  to  note  its  peculiarities  and  im- 
provements ,  he  told  me  he  intended  to  be  on  equal  terms  with  me  as 
regards  size  of  craft :  and  having  heard  of  my  intention  of  biulding  a 
10  tonner,  he  had  also  one  of  that  tonnage  in  hand  at  his  builders';  and 
if  I  would  go  over  he  would  show  me  his  model.  I  told  him  I  was 
delighted  to  hear  of  the  spirited  nuuiner  in  whieh  he  determined  on 
sailing  side  by  side  with  me ;  that  I  would  certainly  take  an  early  oppo 
tunity  of  calling  to  see  his  model;  and  that  I  looked  forward  to  the  da 
when  we  were  again  to  sail  our  new  rival  dippers  for  a  wager. 

«  And  what  do  you  intend  doing  with  the  Stranger,*'  I  enquired. 

**  She  is  for  sale/'  he  replied  "  unless  some  smuggler  or  o^r  shoul. 
oome  and  steal  her  away  for  unlawful  purposes^  as  did  your  trustworth; 
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eaptun  and  his  mate*  By  the  way  how  is  Kitty  ?  have  you  seen  her 
lately?  and  does  she  bring  you  presents  of  fresh  smelts  as  nsual?" 

*<£y  heaven  she  doesHai*t,^I  replied.  ^'The  little  beauty  grows 
more  winning  everyday.  Poor  girl  I  If  you  had  seen  her  discomfiture 
and  grief  at  her  father's  crime,  you  would  have  been  moved  to  tears.** 

"  As  you  were,  I  suppose?**  said  Hart. 

^*  I  oannot  help  feeling  sorry  for  her,*'  I  replied;  '*  but  I  must  say  no 
more  about  her  just  now,  for  fear  of  betraying  her.** 

**  And  yourself  too"  rejoined  Hart. 

A  few  days  after  Hart's  visit  I  repaired  to  his  builder's  yard,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  his  model,  and  the  new  yacht :  and  there,  on  the 
stodis,  and  in  a  state  of  greater  forwardness  than  mine,  was  a  vessel 
which  almost  staggered  me  :  and  although  1  previously  thought  my  own 
perfection  itself,  Hart's  completely  eclipsed  it;  her  form  was  feultless, 
and  looked  desperately  wicked  :  she  was  three  feet  longer  than  mine  and 
eight  inches  narrower  :  but  of  precHsely  the  same  tonnage. 

''  I  see  you  are  determined  to  beat  me**  said  I,  after  walking  round 
the  jracht,  and  examining  the  model. 

^'  Well  Bluff  bow  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that,  I  cannot  find  a  fault  with 
your  yachts  although  you  appear  to  prefer  the  form  of  mine.** 

I  replied  <'  I  do,  but  I  shall  not  alter  the  form  of  my  own  now  that  it 
has  progressed  so  far  as  to  be  skinned  and  decked." 

"  You  would  be  very  wrong  to  do  so,"  said  Hart»  "  for  I  assure  you 
when  I  first  saw  your  model  the  other  day  I  felt  almost  as  shaken  in 
eenfidenee  as  you  are ;  and  wished  I  had  not  sacrificed  breadth  for 
length.  I  fimcy  it  can  only  be  a  sort  of  **  love  at  first  sight"  that  makes 
you  prefer  the  form  of  this  vessel  to  your  own,  and  when  you  return 
home,  and  walk  into  your  bnilder^s  yard,  you  will,  on  examining  your 
model  again,  be  as  satisfied  with  its  form  as  ever;** 

And  so  it  was,  just  as  Hart  had  said  ;  on  returning  home  I  preferred 
my  own  :  but  expressed  my  opinion  to  the  builder,  that  I  believed  we 
should  be  more  evenly  matched  than  ever.  The  greatest  possible  care 
was  therefore  bestowed  upon  the  yacht,  in  endeavouring  to  turn  her  out 
to  the  best  advantage :  and  no  two  rival  buikiers  ever  took  greater  pains 
to  excel,  than  did  Tom  Allen  and  George  White,  in  constructing  our 
little  10  tenners. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  that  year  the  two  yachts  were  laundied,  both 
on  the  same  day,  that  they  might  be  of  equal  date,  to  tally  with  the 
racing  qualities  each  were  supposed  to  possess.  On  the  morning  of  that 
very  day  I  was  unexpectedly  and  agreeaUy  surprised  by  a  visit  from  the 
a&resaid  **  little  innocent  stdlor-boy;**  but  Kitty  eame  not  in  disiguise,  as 
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before;  I  had  never  but  onoe  seen  Kitty  in  a  jacket'  and  trowBen, 
although  I  had  frequently  joked  her  about  her  cabin*boy  attire. 

"  Well  Kitty,"  I  siud,  "  how  do  you  do  this  morning.  (Are  you  oome 
to  apply  for  the  berth  I  offered  you  aboard  my  new.  yacht  a  few  months 
ago?'' 

"  No  sir,"  she  replied,  "I  have  been  making  a  flag  for  your'new  yacht» 
which  I  beg  you  will  accept  of:  and  as  I  understand  the  launch  is  to 
take  place  to-day,  I  thought  I  should  like  to  brmg  the  little  flag  this 
morning." 

"  That's  just  like  you  Kitty  :  and  I  declare  it  is  the  prettiest  little 
present  I  haye  had  for  many  a  day,  and  so  nicely  made  too.  Well  now 
Kitty,  I  assure  you  that  up  to  this  moment  I  am  undecided  as  to  a  name 
for  the  yacht,  I  will  therefore  confer  one  small  honour  upon  you,  in 
return  for  this  pretty  present.     The  yacht  shall  be  named  Kitty." 

"  You  do  me  too  great  an  honour,  sir,"  she  replied,  "  particularly  after 
the  sad  fate  of  the  Harebell,  and  the  paiqful  remembrances  which  hare 
ever  since  claimed  a  sad  seat  in  my  thoughts." 

**  The  fate  of  the  Harebell,  Kitty,  is  a  subject  I  will  not  allow  you  to 
touch  upon.  Not  a  shadow  of  blame  rests  on  your  shoulders  with  regard 
to  it.  The  past  is  all  forgotten  by  me,  and  I  must  insist  on  your  never 
again  shewing  regret  at  that  affair;  which  must  now  be  for  ever  buried 
in  oblivion." 

**  I  will  endeavour  to  bear  in  mind  your  request,"  said  Kitty,  with  her 
eyes  full  of  tears  :  which  on  observing  I  endeavoured  to  dispel  by  some 
commonplace  joke.  '*  But  1  really  think  you  had  better  not  name  the 
yacht  after  me,  you  can  find  many  prettier  names  than  mine." 

**  Perhaps  I  could  Kitty,  but  none  that  would  please  my  fancy  so  well. 
My  friend  Hart  has  named  his  new  yacht  the  *  Fanny ,^  after  some  pretty 
girl ;  but  I  do  not  believe  Fanny  has  made  him  such  a  burgee  as  this." 

*^  No  doubt  but  she  has  though,"  said  Kitty,  **  and  a  far  better  one 
I  dare  say." 

<'  That  is  impossible^"  I  replied. 

^  Well  sir,"  said  Kitty,  ^  I  wish  you  every  success  and  enjoyment 
with  the — the— the— the— your  new  yacht  I  mean." 

"  Why  do  you  not  call  her  by  her  name  ?  Go  on,  Kitty,  I  wish  to 
hear  the  conclusion  of  your  speech." 

"  I  was  going  to  observe  I  wish  you  much  pleasure  and  enjoym< 
with  the  'Kitty .'  Oh  I  I  dont  like  the  name  ;  I  never  heard  of  a  yai 
named  the  Kitty." 

''The  name  being  so  rare  amongst  the  craft,  makes  me[,Iike  it  beC 
every  minute^"  I  replied. 


TAOHT   MEASUREMENT.  213 

Kitty  laughed,  and  I  am  half  inclined  to  think,  that  after  all,  she  was 
pleased  at  the  yacht  being  named  after  herself. 

'*  When  will  you  come  for  a  sail  with  me  Eatty  ?  "     I  enquired. 

**  Never  sir,"  she  replied,  "  unless  some  other  females  are  with  me." 

"  Will  you  come  if  Mr.  Hart  and  his  Fanny  are  aboard  with  us  ?  " 
I  asked. 

^  I  really  do  not  know  who  Mr.  Hart's  Fanny  is,"  she  repHed,  *'  and 
if  I  did  I  think  it  would  be  better  not  to  go." 

"  But  you  are  an  excellent  sailor,  and  I  have  frequently  seen  you  in 
your  &ther*s  boat :  therefore  when  the  weather  gets  warmer  I  shall  ex- 
pect you  to  come  and  have  a  day  with  us." 

**  Indeed  I  must  decidedly  refuse  your  kind  invitaUon,"  said  Kitty. 

"  And  I  admire  your  firmness  "  I  replied,  "  although  you  would  be 
perfectly  safe  under  my  charge  ;  and  I  would  undertake  to  hold  you 
harmless  :  still  you  show  a  cautious  discretion  I  like  to  see." 

'*  I  am  not  at  all  fearful  of  trusting  myself  under  your  charge,  sir,  or 
I  should  not  have  ventured  to  call  here  this  morning  upon  this  Mvilous 
errand  :  but  should  the  unkind  world  hear  that  I  had  been  for  a  sail 
with  you  in  the  yacht,  you  are  well  aware  the  mischief  it  would  make." 

'*  You  are  quite  right,  Kitty  ;  but  as  nobody  is  looking  at  us  at  this 
moment,  I  must  have  one  kiss — there,  good-bye,  you  interesting  little 
caUn  boy." 

'^  I  declare  I  must  never  call  here  again  if  you  behave  so  rudely,  sir," 
said  the  blushing  girl, 

**  This  is  die  day  of  the  launch"  I  replied,  <*and  that  is  the  only  means 
at  hand  of  naming  the  new  yacht  <*The  Kitty". 


YACHT  MEASUEEMENT. 


SiKCE  this  subject  was  revived  in  our  number  for  January  last,  it  has 

been  much  canvassed  and  discussed  amongst  yachtsmen  of  every  Club 

in  the  kingdom  :  one  Club  in  particular  (the  R.L.T.C.)  has  set  the 

example  of  altering  the  Tonnage  rules  so  as  to  correspond  with  the 

*^  T.  Y.C.     Still  we  are  surprised  at  the  tardiness  of  other  dubs^  and  that 

ither  our  pages  nor  the  columns  of  our  contemporaries  are  authorized 

mnonnoe  to  those  interested  in  this  long  agitated  question,  that  a  Com- 

;tee  is  to  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  our  highly  ap- 

uded  suggestion.     As  this  is  not  done,  we  feel  justified  in  pursuing 

rstem  of  agitation  which  we  hope  may  ultimately  tend  to  rouse  a  few 

lo.  5. — VOL.  V.  2  p 
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influential  members  either  to  adopt  the  plan  propoeed  by  us,  or  to  pat 
forth  some  other.  It  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  Yacht  Owners, 
and  from  the  long  period  it  has  been  complained  of  it  is  strange  one 
universal  system  has  not  been  adopted. 

The  much  condemned  tone  of '  Elderly  Nicholas'^  nor  the  rejoinder 
of  the  *  Proposer  of  the  plan  of  giving  a  prisce  of  100  guineas'  will  not 
settle  the  question,  yet  they  serve  to  draw  attention,  and  may  induce 
others  to  give  their  opinions .  That  the  plan  proposed  has  not  passed 
unheeded  is  evident  from  the  letters  of  **  Young  Thames"  and  others, 
and  from  them  we  may  infer  diat  the  writers  have  felt  the  ill  effects  of 
the  present  system. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  plan  proposed  in  this  Magaane  would, 
if  carried  out,  give  satisfaction  to  all,  and  though  no  one  has  come  pub- 
licly forward,  yet  there  are  many  willing  to  assbt,  only  lacking  the 
nerve  to  take  tjie  first  step.  Is  there  no  one  in  the  whole  *'  Twelve 
Hundred"  possessed  of  sufficient  independence  to  take  the  lead?  Surely 
one  of  the  many  who  have  written  on  Measurement  anonymously  in 
BelTs  Life,  and  in  our  journal  has  power  to  form  a  Committee,  and 
we  should  then  see  whether  the  proposal  is  tenable  or  not. 

According  to  **  Young  Thames"  the  present  system  is  bad  "and  is 
discreditabk  to  the  promoters  of  Yacht  racing.^  Of  this  there  oannol 
be  two  opinions — ^it  has  always  been  a  source  of  great  discontent  and 
annoyance  to  owners  of  racing  craft  that  they  must  be  measured  at 
every  match  before  starting.  If  one  specified  plan  was  adopted  this 
would  be  avoided.  Every  yacht  could  be  measured  by  the  Club  to  which 
she  first  belongs,  and  a  certificate  given  to  her  owner:  on  the  production 
of  which,  at  any  place  where  she  was  entered  for  racing,  it  would  be 
deemed  by  the  Committee  a  sufficient  guarantee.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  a  Yacht  could  be  secretly  altered  so  as  to  falsify  this,  yet  we 
do  not  believe  there  is  one  man  in  the  whole  "  Twelve  Hundred'^  who 
would  impose  on  any  Committee.  For  the  sake  of  argument,  suppose 
A  or  B  should  make  the  attempt;  a  reference  to  the  Builder  would  soon 
cause  detection,  and  the  penalty  of  exclusion  would  be  the  result 

We  will  point  out  one  gpreat  error  which  now  exists  : — ^in  looking  over 
the  Club  Lists,  we  find  many  vessels  we  could  name  set  down  at  di&r^ 
ent  tonnages,  not  one  of  them  is  correct.     Now,  if  a  uniform  system  Im 
adopted,  our  Universal  List  should  ^ve  firacti(Mial  parts  of  a  ton, 
thus  become  the  Standard  of  Measurement,  which  being  in  the  poss 
sion  of  every  Committtee  would  prevent  deception. 

The  proposition  of  raising  a  Fund  to  repay  any  one  for  his  tronbk 
solving  this  intricate  problem  seems  fair  and  honourable,  but  we  mv 
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ftar,  as  tlie  period  has  arrived  for  fitting  oat,  that  it  will  not  be  soccesaful 
imta  the  season  doses.  When  the  Yacht  Owners  assemble  at  their 
re^ieetive  stations  for  sanuner  cruising,  we  urge  on  them  the  necessity 
of  appointing  one  from  each  Clnb  to  form  a  Committee,  to  meet  daring 
the  followii^  winter,  to  legislate  on  this  important  subject 


A  HALF   HOLIDAY  AT  ST.  HELENA    AND    ITS    CONSE- 
QUENCES. 

BT  ▲  VBTBRAN  TA0HT8MAK. 


It  was  Saturday,  the  bell  of  the  ship  had  jost  been  struck  seven  times 
indicating  the  hour  of  half-past  eleven  a.m.  On  hearing  its  joyful  sound 
our  Dominie  (who  in  die  days  of  which  we  write  had  not  attained  to  the 
lienor  of  being  enUUed  '*  Naval  Instructor,  **  )  ordered  us-«the  young- 
stere  to  pack  up  our  traps  and  place  them  on  their  accustomed  shelves 
until  the  ensoing  Monday.  On  that  day  tins  petty  monarch  was  again 
to  resume  the  sceptre  over  his  small  subjects,  and  prove  to  them  that  if 
the  worid  was  round,^hi8  ruler  was  flat,  producing  as  it  fell  upon  the 
pahns  of  the  recipient  a  sharp  note  of  rather  an  inharmonioos  quality. 

A  terrible  fellow  was  old  Keen-one  the  Dominie, — that  is  when  he 

didn't  get  drunk,  which  event  happened  as  often  as  he  could  procure 

the  means  to  do  so.     And  then  indeed  the  day  succeeding  his  libations 

to  the  joUy  god  was  one  of  great  delight  to  bis  pupils,  the  Doctor  having 

on  that  occasion  to  report  Mr.  Keen-one  on  the  sick  list,  as  being 

afflicted  with  a  violent  bilious  attack;  however  when  these  reports  were 

made^  the  coaunanding  officer  was  sure  to  wink  his  eye  and  remark — 

'<  What  a  good  diristian  is  th(U  man,  seeing  that  he  laves  his  enemy ^ 

It  cannot  but  be  aduiowledged  that  the  Dominie  was  a  monstrous  clever 

feUow,  and  although   he  conld  not  (mcnre  than  others)  "square  the 

'-'le,"  yet  he  would  not  fail  to  square  the  yards,  and  thus  balance 

9unts  between  you  and  himself  if  you  chanced  to  misunderstand  his 

KMUtrations  ;  his  method  of  teaching  created  quite  a  sensation,  as  I 

iw  to   my  cost  very  soon  after  I   had  commenced   my  novitiate* 

•  kind  reader  is  a  specimen,     <*  Youngster,"  said  the  preceptor,. 

up   to  me,''-*-with  fear  and  trembling  I  obeyed  the  mandate. 
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**  Now  boy,  111  teach  jou  how  to  box  the  compass." 

**  Thank  you,  sir/'  said  I,  at  the'  same  time  wishing  lum  and  tlie 
Gonter's  scale  which  he  flourished,  to  Jericho. 

**  Now  observe,"  continued  he,  '*  there  are  thirty  two^points  to  the 
compass,  beginning  at  North  and  ending  at  North  and  by  West  YouUi 
remember  that  the  opposite  point  to  East  is  West  and  North  is  opposite 
to  South,"  and  so  the  Dominie  went  on  until  he  had  gone  the  round. 
Now  be  it  remembered  this  was  my  first  lesson  in  boxing  the  compass, 
and  when  after  he  had  finished  the  thirty-two  points  and  their  oppositea 
he  began,  "  Well,  boy,  which  is  the  point  to  East  and  by  South." 

If  he  had  asked  me  how  many  bulls  tails  it  would  take  to  reach  to  the 
moon  I  might  have  given  an  approximate  answer,  but  as  he  didn't  ask 
me  anything  quite  so  simple,  at  least  to  my  understanding,  I  did 
nothing  but  keep  silence  and  look  perplexed. 

**  Well  sir,"  roared  the  Dominie,  ^*  give  me  an  answer." 

**  I  don't  know,  sir,  what  to  say,"  stammered  I. 

"  What  should  you  think  is  the  opposite  pmnt  to  East  by  South — 
come  sir,  let  us  have  something. '^ 

Thus  pressed  I  answered  at  a  venture  '^  West  and  by  East,  str.^' 
This  I  soon  found  out  was  a  reply  with  a  vengeance. 

''Hold  out  your  hand  young  gentleman,"  said  Mr.  Keen-one. 
Reluctantly  I  obeyed,  he  flourished  the  Gunter's  scale  and  down  it  came 
widi  a  whack,  this  was  repeated  again  and  agun.  At  whack  No.  1 
''West,"  said  the  Dominie,  at  No.  2,  "by,"  continued  he,  at  the  descent  of 
the  scale  for  the  third  time,  "North,"  added  the  casiagator,  so  the  reader 
will  perceive  that  it  was  indelibly  stamped  upon  my  palm  that  West  by 
North  was  the  opposite  to  East  by  South, — Well,  my  first  lesson  was 
now  over,  and  as  I  retired  to  my  seat  he  remarked.  "  I  dare  say  yon'U 
prefer  boxing  the  compass  to-morrow  to  my  boxing  you,"  and  certttn  it 
is  he  was  right,  for  leaving  the  school  cabin  in  the  evening  I  repaired 
without  loss  of  time  to  the  fore  cock-pit,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  sentry's 
lanthoms,  (hung  up  abreast  of  the  gunner's  store-room)  I  studied  hard, 
and  acquired  sufiBicient  knowledge  of  the  compass  to  satisfy  my  torible 
preceptor  at  the  next  examination,  leaving  to  the  pupil  who  followed  me 
the  full  benefit  of  Nelson's  motto.  "  Pnlman  qui  mtwia."*  But  all 
this  is  steering  wild,  (the  novel  writers  would  call  it  adigresuon,)  ther" 
fore  as  the  French  say,  "  return  we  at  once  to  our  narr^" 

After  the  youngsters  had  cleared  the  school  table  of  books,  dates,  i 
instruments,  and  had  deposited  them  in  their  places,  we  were  free 
quit  the  awful  presence;  a  permission  which  all  joyfully  availed  the 
selves  o(  and  as  Saturday  was  (as  on  shore)  always  a  half  holiday 
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^as  determined  that  after  our  dinner  of  salt  horse  was  despatched,  we 
abould  ask  leave  of  the  first  Lieutenant  to  let  us  have  the  jolly  boat  for 
a  sail.  Accordingly  our  names,  six  in  number,  were  written  on  a  strip 
of  paper,  and  lots  were  drawn  who  should  ask  the  aforesaid  officer  for 
ihe  boat,  as  well  as  permission  for  each  individual,  on  the  list  to  go,  **  the 
lot  fell  upon  Jonah  **  as  the  saying  is,  and  putting  a  bold  face  on  the 
matter  into  the  gun-room  I  marched,  and  stepping  up  to  the  head  of 
the  table  were  Mr.  Tymsall  (the  first  Lieutenant)  was  seated,  I  preferred 
a  request  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  permit  us  whose  names  were  on 
the  list  then  presented,  to  have  the  jolly  boat  for  the  afternoon  to  take 
a  sail  or  row.  It  was  not  long  before  that  officer  growled  out  a  sharp 
"  No  Sir,  you  shall  not  have  the  boat.  I  find  by  Mr.  Keen-one*s  re- 
port that  you  are  a  pack  of  idle  young  scamps  and  not  deserving  of  any 
indulgence."  Like  a  dog  tail  piped,  I  walked  out  of  the  gun-room 
without  reply,  and  with  an  ominous  oountenanoe  reported  progress  to 
the  five  "  young  scamps,"  waiting  outside. 

*'  Confound  that  old  vagabond,"  said  one. 

**  rU  put  a  lively  cray  fish  in  the  brute's  hammock  to  night,"  remarked 
Imother. 

^  Let's  rub  his  nose  with  caustic  when  he  sleeps,"  suggested  Jones. 

'*  Capital  idea  I  by  Jove  we'll  do  it  I*'— exclaimed  all. 

Whilst  the  youngsters  were  thus  giving  vent  to  their  indignation,  that 
old  Keen-one  should  have  been  base  enough  to  get  their  leave  stopped, 
I  was  summoned  back  to  the  first  lieutenant,  during  the  interval  he  had 
finkhed  **  making  the  sun  over  the  fore-yard,"  or  in  other  words  had 
swallowed  his  luncheon  glass  of  brandy  and  water.  I  perceived  that  he 
was  rapidly  experiencing  benefit  from  the  medicine,  as  he  now  addressed 
me  in  a  very  pleasant  tone,    '*  S  w,"  observed  he^  '*  I  can't  spare 

you  ihe  jolly  boat,  nor  can  I  allow  six  young  gentlemen  out  of  the  ship 
to  day,  I  must  have  three  on  board  for  duty,  the  remunder  go  on  shore 
if  they  please." 

**  Thank  you,  sir,"  said  I,  as  I  bolted  out  of  the  gun-room  with  the 
glorious  news:  upon  the  communication  of  which  to  the  youngsters^  we 
agun  had  recourse  to  lots  as  to  the  three  which  should  be  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  ship  for  an  afternoon's  amusement-^this  time  the  fieites  were 
'    my  favour  for  I  drew  a  **  ticket  of  leave,"  as  did  Carden  and  Russel; 

ten  came  the  question  '<  What  shall  we  do?  where  shall  we  go?"  Russel 
>ioposed  that  we  should  go  poaching,  that  is  to  ensnare  with  wires  the 
[)ck  partridges,  which  abound  at  St.  Helena,  and  are  chiefly  to  be  found 
Q  the  rugged  beaches  of  the  island.     This  however  was  a  dangerous 

stime,  as  there  was  a  penalty  of  £S0  levied  on  all  who  were  convicted 
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of  captnriog  or  destroying  game  without  lioenoe^  and  theee  birds  were 
80  considered;  to  saj  nothing  of  the  unpleasant  consequences  likely  to 
accrue  from  officials  high,  I  therefore  objected  to  this  proposition,  and 
put  in  by  way  of  amendment  that  we  should  resort  to  the  more  harmless 
amusement  of  gathering  blackberries,  of  which  there  was  an  abundance 
growmg  about  three  miles  from  the  sea  coast  After  some  little  discus- 
sion the  amendment  was  carried^  and  provided  with  a  small  basket  and 
haversacks  we  got  a  shove  on  shore  in  the  ship's  dingy,  landing  at  Leman 
Valley  ;  as  however  that  operation  is  sooner  said  than  done,  the  reader 
should  be  informed  that  notwithstanding  the  everlasting  trade  wind 
blowing  over  the  island,  (even  on  its  lee  side,)  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  smooth  place  to  land,  and  that  it  not  only  requires  skill  in  watching 
for,  nnd  judgingfthe  proper  moment  to  back  in  the  boat  stem  foreaiaet 
with  the  rudder  unshipped,  but  the  greatest  activity  in  jumping  from  her 
to  the  shore,  and  woe  betide  the  unlucky  individual  who  should  happett 
to  jump  short  of  the  distance  ;  for  independent  of  a  good  ducking  he 
would  be  sure  to  receive  a  tremendous  bruising  by  the  dashing  of  a  heavy 
surf  against  the  rocks,  to  say  nothing  of  the  chance  of  losbg  the  number 
of  his  mess  either  by  drowning  or  the  more  horrid  death  of  being  bolted 
by  a  shark,  of  which  there  are  always  a  goodly  number  at  St*  Helena. 

1  once  witnessed  an  instance  of  the  danger  arising  from  being  over* 
board  anywhere  in  the  locality.  The  first  lieutenant  had  a  remarkably 
fine  Newfoundland  dog,  which  was  refused  permission  to  follow  him  into 
the  boat,  when  the  officer  was  bound  for  a  cruise  ashore ;  but  had  not 
gone  fifiy  yards  from  the  slup  when  the  dog  freeing  himself  from  the 
sailor  who  attempted  to  restrain  him,  nuide  a  bolt  up  the  gangway  ladder, 
knocked  over  a  diminutive  side  boy  in  his  progress,  and  in  the  twinkling 
of  a  bed  post  plump  he  went  into  the  briny,  and  striking  out  with  vigour 
afier  the  boat  which  contained  his  master, — but  poor  **  Boatswain's** 
minutes  were  numbered,  the  animal  had  not  swam  an  oar^s  length  'ere  a 
huge  monster  was  observed  to  be  making  for  the  dog.  Several  boats 
crews  were  piped  away  to  the  rescue,  but  too  bte,  for  long  before  hia 
master,  who  was  the  nearest  to  the  spot  could  reach  it/the  shark  had  put 
the  &tal  question,  as  he  is  said  to  have  once  done  to  a  lawyer,  **  Won't 
you  come  in  out  of  the  wet,"  taking  care  however  to  olose  the  door  of 
the  horrid  sepulchre  upon  poor  Boatswain  without  giving  him  time  foe 
a  reply,  for  in  less  time  than  I  can  write  it,  the  dog  was  complete 
bisected,  leaving  a  large  area  of  the  sea  deluged  with  his  blood:  it 
needless  to  add  that  the  voracious  brute  did  not  await  the  coming  of  th 
sailors  to  revenge  Boatswain's  death,  but  that  for  divers  reasons  he  ws 

soon 

"  Down  amongst  the  dead  men." 
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Bat  thank  Providence  we  got  on  shore  at  Leman  Valley,  "  all  right 
and  tight"  wet  of  ooune,  that  we  didn't  mind,  each  had  on  a  pair  of 
white  unmentionables,  and  our  "ducks  often  took  to  the  water/'  so  they 
were  used  to  it.  Well,  on  we  trudged  up  the  ruggetl  road  winding 
through  the  valley  ;  the  steam  getting  i:^  very  fast,  as  we  lost  the  breese 
and  had  the  vertical  sim  pouring  down  liis  rays  upon  us,  and  giving  us  a 
warm  reception.  We  called  in  at  the  Naval  Hospital,  a  miserable  ersction 
in  a  miserable  locality,  and  saw  some  of  the  unfortunate  patients  who  had 
loet  all  identity  of  themselves,  the  mosquitoes  having  evidently  had  a 
desire  to  make  a  human  being's  hoe  resemble  a  well  stocked  plum  pud* 
ding"— aye,  and  had  succeeded  to  admiration. 

We  did  ample  justice  to  Jack  Newcastle's  sherry,  and  Peter  Shorttaii's 
cigars.  Jack  was  a  civilian  in  charge  of  Government  stores ;  he  was 
&med  *fot  his  hospitality,  but  not  for  his  genius^  and  was  evidently  a 
descendant  of  the  "  Know-nothings"  of  which  we  hear  so  much  in  the 
present  day.  As  ior  Peter  Shorttail  he  had  charge  of  the  gardens,  and 
devoted  his  studies  to  the  very  laudable  desire  to  rear  potatoes  for  the 
Admiral :  he  was  a  mate  of  the  flag-ship,  and  wore  a  pigtail ;  the 
saibrs  used  to  say  of  him  that  in  his  youth  the  nursery  maid  let  him  fall 
on  Deal  beach,  and  the  shingle  thereof  had  pitted  lus  face,  ao  much  so^ 
that  landsmen  appeared  to  think  he  had  been  marked  with  the  smallpox; 
be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  a  worthy  fellow.  When  he  was  nearly  aged 
half  a  century  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  bestowed  on  him  a  lieutenant's 
commission  ;  perhaps  he  had  had  a  recent  interview  with  the  First  Lord, 
and  that  gified  individual  doubtless  had  perceived  by  Shorttail'd  visage 
the  ^*  coming  events  which  cast  their  shadows  before^'^  in  short  that  he 
could  not  live  above  a  couple  of  months,  so  they  generously  bestowed 
on  him  a  lieutenant^s  commission  :  the  Government  by  the  wisdom  of 
their  Lordships  gained  a  trifle  by  this  considerate  bestowal;  fotfocft 
Shorttail  paid  his  guinea  for  the  commission  which  entitled  him  to  Ave 
shillings  per  diem  after  his  30  years  service,  and  he  died  on  the  fourth 
day  after  taking  up  the  parchment ;— 40  by  all  the  rules  of  logic  the 
State  gained  one  shilling  hj  making  Shorttail  a  lieutenant.  Well  we 
took  leave  of  the  two  worthies  and  agreed  to  take  the  starboard  side  of 
the  valley  ;  indeed  as  far  as  the  goodness  of  roads  is  concerned  we  had 
i^^ile  oooadon  to  say 

**  How  happy  could  I  be  with  either." 

hey  were  worse  than  sheep  tracks,  and  although  the  natives  traversed 
em  with  ease  it  was  no  such  easy  matter  for  us  ;  as  for  going  by  way 
the  valley  itself  it  was  totally  out  of  the  question  :  huge  rocks  inter- 
srsed  with  swamps,  obstructing  all  who  made  the  attempt  to  travel 
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through  it.  At  length  we  came  to  ao  ugly  piece  of  the  track  we  were 
upon  ;  about  twenty  yards  of  the  narrow  path  had  been  loosened  by  rain 
or  other  causes,  its  edge  had  subsequently  crumbled  away,  falling  into 
the  valley,  now  200  feet  below  us.  We  had  scarcely  more  width  than 
that  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  even  this  precarious  bit  was  rendered 
doubly  dangerous  by  the  small  pieces  of  lava  which  lay  upon  its  surfiice 
like  so  many  peas  ;  there  was  nothing  to  hold  by  on  the  inner  side 
owing  to  the  precipitous  and  shelving  masses  of  lava  which  formed  that 
part  of  the  pass :  touch  it  you  dare  not,  as  in  such  case  it  would  instantly 
detach  itself  and  help  to  topple  you  into  the  abyss  below. 

Russel  being  in  advance  was  the  first  to  accomplish  the  feat ;  Garden 
followed,  I  watched  him,  as  he  proceeded  he  evidently  became  nervous, 
and  I  trembled  for  his  safety. — "  Come  on  old  fellow,  here's  my  hand," 
said  Russel  as  Garden  reached  within  a  couple  of  yards  of  where  the 
former  was  standing,  and  lucky  was  it  that  the  hand  of  his  messmate 
was  so  near  Garden's  grasp,  he  had  need  of  it ;  for  scarcely  had  Russel 
proffered  his  help  than  the  foot  of  the  other  rolled  over  a  portion  of  the 
loose  lava,  and  he  was  aU  but  a  lost  youth.  However,  the  hands  had 
met,  and  with  a  desperate  jerk  Russel  contrived  to  cause  the  best  half  of 
Garden's  carcase  to  &11  upon  the  safer  pathway,  and  he  was  rescued. 

The  reader  will  easily  imagine  that  after  what  I  had  witnessed  I  felt 
extremely  doubtful  about  my  success  in  traversing  this  dangerous  pass; 
however  my  messmates  were  over,  and  I  felt  ashamed  of  remaining  on 
the  wrong  side,  so  I  rushed  at  it  and  reached  mid-way  like  a  hero^  but 
here  my  good  genius  deserted  me,  bad  as  was  the  piece  I  had  aooom- 
plished,  thai  remaining  to  be  got  over  Was  infinitely  worse  ;  I  paused  to 
look  at  it  and  instantly  became  giddy  ;  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
imaginable  I  sat  down  on  the  narrow  slip,  and  endeavoured  to  regain  a 
little  composure,  my  messmates  at  first  were  inclined  to  banter  me,  but 
a  di£Eerent  feeling  very  soon  pervaded  them,  and  they  quickly  compre- 
hended the  peril  of  my  position.  '<  Hadn't  you  better  go  back  old  boy," 
said  Garden. 

Alas  !   I  felt  the  force  of  the  adage  ;  ''  It  is  easy  enough  to  give 
advice,  but  not  always  so  easy  to  foUow  it. "     I  could  not  get  up  from 
my  dangerous  and  uneasy  seat,  the  perspiration  poured  profusely  over 
my  fece  ;  I  felt  that  unless  Providence  came  to  my  aid  I  was  doomed  *^ 
a  frightful  death.     My  thoughts  were  rapidly  carried  to  home,  ar 
pictured  to  myself  the  grief  of  my  affectionate  parents  when  they  she 
hear  of  ray  tragic  end ;  then  came  the  conviction  that  I  was  a  sin 
and  although  so  young  I  had  a  long  reckoning  to  be  accounted  i 
like  the  most  hardened  and  profligate  who  scoff  at  religion  in  their  ^ 
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perity  I  was  ready  enough  now  to  call  npon  Him  who  could  deliver  me 
from  my  peril ;  my  messmates  endeavoured  to  cheer  me,  and  proposed 
that  one  should  proceed  in  quest  of  assistance.  I  begged  that  it  might 
be  so,  although  I  could  not  form  an  idea  how  it  could  be  effected; 
but  deliverance  was  at  hand  ;  my  mental  prayers  had  been  responded  to, 
and  Providence  had  sent  to  rescue  me,  a  slave,  on  his  way  to  the  hospital, 
and  who  now  suddenly  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  pass  where  my  ship- 
matea  stood.  I  have  before  remarked  that  the  natives  of  the  Island 
traversed  these  dangerous  roads  with  the  most  perfect  ease,  in  fact  more 
fike  monkeys  than  men :  the  individual  in  question  was  not  long  in 
comprehending  my  danger  and  the  best  mode  of  extricating  me  from  it. 
He  addressed  me  thus  "  Ah  my  young  massa,  you  nebber  fear,  draw  up 
de  legs  and  take  de  shoes  off."  This  I  essayed  to  do,  and  although  by 
BO  means  an  easy  task  I  succeeded  in  accomplishing  it.  ''Now,"  said  the 
nigger,  <*  nebber  mind  de  shoes  massa,  put  dem  on  de  path.^ 

Having  obeyed  him  In  this  particular,  he  next  told  me  I  must  be 
prepared  to  rise  with  as  smart  a  spring  as  I  could  muster,  when  he  should 
come  upon  the  path  to  seize  my  hand,  advising  me  to  avoid  looking 
down»  and  to  have  confidence  in  his  power  to  save  me  :  he  next  to  assure 
me  on  that  point  commenced  running  backwards  and  forwards  over  the 
moat  difficult  part  of  the  road,  turning  round  with  the  greatest  facility, 
and  giving  me  to  understand  that  the  circumstance  of  his  being  shoeless 
was  the  cause  of  the  firmness  of  hb  footing  ;  and  that  now  my  shoes 
were  cast  aside  I  should  by  his  assbtance  find  it  a  matter  of  little  diffi<* 
colty  to  cross  over.  ^ 

**  Now,  massa,"  continued  the  nigger,  ^' stick  out  de  right  andy  put  de 
left  andon  de  ground,  and  when  J  say  now!  massa,  spring  up  on  de  feet 
look  at  my  face  and  follow."  So  saying  he  sprang  upon  the  path  seised 
mj  extended  band,  helped  to  pull  me  on  my  feet,  and  in  a  second  I  was 
led  in  safety  by  the  dexterous  blackey  over  the  dangerous  pass  ;  he  then 
letnmed  for  the  shoes  I  had  lefk  near  the  place  and  brought  them  to  me. 
We  mastered  a  couple  of  dollars  for  my  preserver,  and  parted  mutually 
■ntisfied  with  the  baigain,  at  least  I  can  answer  for  myself  on  that 
point. 

Russel  had  brought  an  old  musket  with  a  bell  muszle  which  had  been 
4  tared  with  a  slaver  ;  it  was  now  loaded  with  powder  and  slugs,  cut 
I  from  sheet  lead,  and  vengeance  vowed  against  the  first  rat  which 
1  Tpened  to  cross  our  track;  and  as  these  vermin  overrun  the  Island  it 
1  ^  not  long  before  bang  I  went  the  blunderbuss,  the  rat,  however 
i  iped  the  leaden  shower,  but  it  went  plump  amongst  a  brood  of  chiok- 
I  dispordng  in  the  scanty  herbage  ;  these  Russel  had  not  obserrad 
».  6. — ^VOL.  T.  2  Q 
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when  he  fired.  The  clatter  they  kicked  up  threw  us  all  into  conttenift- 
tk>n»  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  attempt  a  concealment  of  the  circom- 
stance,  the  owner  of  the  brood  would  have  no  difficulty  in  tracing  the 
caude  of  their  death,  and  we  had  reason  to  dread  a  verdict  of  wilful 
murder  would  be  recorded  against  us  ;  for  independant  of  a  hut  oo  the 
opposite  side  of  the  ralley  out  of  which  came  a  number  of  children  on 
hearing  the  report  of  the  gun^  there  were  several  telegraph  stationa 
within  viewy  and  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  report  by  signal  if  any 
person  shooting  game  or  even  firing  were  in  their  neighbourhood. 

U  was  as  plain  as  daylight  to  us  that  Russel  had  killed  two  of  the 
brood  and  wounded  others.     What  was  to  be  done  ?    If  reported  to  our 
superiors  (although  a  mishap)  it  would  very  likely  be  viewed  in  a  seriooa 
light.    One  was  lor  burying  the  gun  and  the  fowls  together,  remember- 
ing that  according  to  law  there  can  be  no  charge  of  murder  sustained 
without  finding  the  body  ;  but  it  was  ultimately  ruled  that  as  "  honee^ 
is  the  best  policy'*,  and  that  our  consciences  acquitted  us  of  the  uniful 
part  of  the  slaughter,  it  would  be  better  to  seek  out  the  ovfi\er^  tell  the 
plain  truth  and  remunerate  him  or  her  in  cash  for  the  mischief  we  had 
inadvertently  committed.     This  wise  resolution  we  soon  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  out,  for  on  proceeding  about  a  hundred  yards  furihert 
wahad  to  cross  a  small  ravine  at  right  angles  to  the  valley^  and  seeing 
a  hut  there  walked  up  to  it  and  ascertained  that  the  brood  belouged  to 
the  inmates  ;  we  told  our  misfortune,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  couple  more 
dollars,  and  the  promise  of  a  bottle  of  rum  succeeded  in  making  ow 
peace,— -not  however  until  the  g^de  mati  had  gone  «to  tlie  spot  and  esti- 
mated the  damage.    This  important  affair  being  settled,  our  party  onee 
Viore  trudged  on^  not  at  all  sorry  to  find  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
i^QfAy  afl  well  ^  ia  the  character  of  the  vegetation  i  instead  of  stunted 
cactoB  bushes* and  rank  gtass,;  there  nOw  appeared  aik  ooeasional  peaoh 
tceei  or  a  patch  of  gorse  in  f^ll  bloom  ;  these  were  soon  succeeded  by 
pasturage  and  blackberry  bushes  loaded'  i«!idi  firuit,  andof  which  we  weee 
i^,  quest:  in  short  .we  had  arnved  at  the  summit  oi  the  island,  and  greet 
indeed  was  the  change*     We  had  left  every  thing  tending  to  give  an 
idea  of  desolation  behind  us,   and  had  suddenly  emerged  into  a  moet 
charming  country. .   Well,'  to  work  i|re  went,  let  me  asiriure  the  reader 
that  for  the  first  quarter*  pf  an  bpuf,  that  ooDsiderably  more  Uackbe    '  « 
fbnn4  their  way  into,  our  mouths  than  into  the  basket  or  (he  haversec    i, 
for  after  our  miserably  diAQ^r  of  ^t  junk  ^itbout, a  potatoes  and  thh    y 
wal)^.  tq  this  land  of  promise  we  eiyoyed  the  thing  amaaingi.y. 
.  ,  Ifrvipg  at  lengh  our  fill  of  the  UaekberrieSy.  it  was  agreed  thi  *     o 
jbuB^  should  be  lost  iu  spring  some  up  for  oonveyaDioe  on  board  in  <  _    ir 
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that  oar  ioU-hwse  for  the  morrow's  dinner  nvight  be  graced  ivith  a 
Uaekberry  pie,  I  was  going  to  ^te  *'tart,"  but  have  just  remembered 
that  with  a  aet  of  himgry  midshipmen  the  word  ^*  pie'  would  be  more* 
appropriate  seeing  that  the  tin  dish  in  which  it  was  baked  would  have 
served  admirably  well  as  a  slipper  bath  for  a  two-*yeaf  old  baby;  but 
AUottt:  we  might  have  oottected  each  a  quart  when  Garden  who  was  in' 
advance  hailed  us  to  join  him,  as  he  haid  made  an  imporfant  discovery: 
this  was  no  other  than  a  lot  of  magififioent  bushes  teeming  ^ith  fhiii;  of 
the  v^  blaekest,  the  size  of  mulberries,  aud  shining  like  a  dollar  on  a 
nigger's  face,  but  they  were  inclosed  by  a  stone  wall  of  some  four  feet 
high;  of  course  this  was  but  a  trifling  obstacle  to  our  activity  or  wishes. 
So  over  the  dry  wall  we  vaulted,  and  again  to  our  task  like  "winking," 
but  we  were  not  long  in  discovering  that  the  owner  of  that  enclosure 
had  DO  idea  of  winking  at  the  trespass  we  had  committed,  for  scarcely 
had  we  phidced  a  half  pint  of  the  finest  berries  than  we  were  startled  by 
the  sound  of  vdoes  approaching,  and  suddenly  emerging  from  a  serpentina 
walk  appeared  on  the  scene  to  our  stoitled  vision  a  gentleman,  having 
on  either' arm  an  elegantly  dressed  lady  ;  he  was  not  the  less  surprised 
than  ourselves,  und  from  the  angry  look  be  put  on  as  he  neared,  it  wns 
easy  to  see  that  we  we^  considered  as  intruders.  He  was  not  Tong 
More  he  gave  us  a  taste  of  his  quality. 

^Parlez  vousfrancais.^^  demanded  the  gentlemen  in  a  fierce  tone.    • 

**  Do  you  speok  French  Jwsk,^^  said  Russel  addressing  me.  I  shook 
my  head  pretending  ignorance  of  thfe  language* 

*•  Answer  him  C^rden,  there^s  a  ^ood fellow."  said  I. 

•*So  I  wiHr^nrAed  he'  If  the  gentlemen  understands  Corntsh. 

**Vat  dat  ^ou  say,  you  young  mauvais  stijet?'*  broke  forth  Bi6 
stranger.  *'  Vat  is  de  lat^ue  Cornish— is  dat  good  for  mnko  de  tob-iry- 
de  "burglar''?  "Vat  for  you  escalade  my  vail'' — is  dat  en -regie,  en 
Anqleierre.  .  >    !    • 

"  I  now  explained  to  him,  in  English,  that  we  were  entirely  "uncon- 
8C10US  of  any  thing  like  giving  offence,  had  no  idea  of  its  bting  private 
grounds,  out  only  object  being  to  get  a  few  bTackberries  ;  but  we  would 
now  retire,  and  trusted  that  he  would  accept  our  apologies  for  the  intru- 
sion.    One  of  the  sweet  creatures  with  him  thereupon  commenced  an 

erpretation  (in  Italian)  of  what  I  had  said,  the  other  lady  who  appeared 

be  somewhat  older  joined  in  the  conversation — the  purport  of  which  I 
id  not  understand  ;  however,  it  did  not  seem  to  ihollify  the  gentleman, 
•r  he  broke  forth  in  broken  English. 

*♦  I  say  vat  for  you  come  over  dc  vail  ?" 

*•  To  pick  blackberries,'*  said  Russel,  opening  his  haversack  and  dis- 

iying  the  fruit  aiid  his  stained  fingers  at  the  same  time. 
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'*  To  pick  black-ba-ries — yoa  oome  tout  le  mhne  chose  de  xob-«ir 
orer  de  rail.  Veil  I  sail  show  you  au  cofUraire,  Vat  yoa  tink  de 
OoTeraeur,  Sir  Hudson,  say  yen  I  make  de  eommtmi^caiion,*' 

Well  we  didn't  like  the  ideaof  a  complaint  to  the  Governor  ;  althongli 
innocent  in  inteution,  midshipmen  do  not  always  succeed  in  making  the 
big  wigs  understand  that ;  besides  our  antecedents  on  the  road  migfat 
be  somehow  or  other  lagged  in  as  a  make  weight,  and  if  report^  to  our 
captain,  why  good  bye  to  leave  on  shore  for  the  next  six  months,  to  say 
nothing  of  that  exhibition  alluded  to  in  the  well  known  poem  entitled 
the  '<  Midshipman's  Soliloquy." 

<'  Oft  times  masthead'ing  is  his  fate 
On  royal  cross  trees  perched,  in  state 
Like  eagle  on  a  spire." 

So  I  made  an  appeal  to  the  ladies,  (who  evidently  understood  Bngtiah 
better  than  their  male  companion)  ;  again  expressed  sorrow  for  traaa- 
passing,  and  hoped  that  they  would  use  their  influence  in  our  Cavor  to 
appease  the  gentleman  ;  to  this  the  elder  lady  replied  that  she  would 
essay  her  best,  bestowing  as  she  spoke  a  grack>us  smile,  whikt  the 
younger  one  almost  laughed  outright.  Thereuiion  all  three  commenced 
a  dialogue  in  Italian,  which  on  being  ended,  our  irrasdble  friend  onoe 
more  opened  fire  upon  us. 

**  No,  no,  I  sail  make  prUonier  of  all  de  tree  <up£ranCf,  dey  sail  see 
not  for  come  like  rob-air  over  de  vail  again.  Hey  Jean,**  sung  out  he 
at  the  top  of  his  voice,  and  which  shortly  had  the  eflfect  of  bringing  the 
gardener,  if  one  could  judge  of  his  office  by  the  rake  he  held  in  his 
hand. 

If  there  was  nothing  [wepoasessing  in  the  countenance  of  the  new 
comer,  there  certainly  did  not  appear  much  cause  for  alarm,  he  was  Tery 
far  from  formidable,  being  of  small  stature,  and  as  thin  as  a  West 
Country  whipping  post ;  and  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  we 
wished  to  make  a  bolt  of  it,  it  would  certiunly  require  a  better  man 
than  him  to  re-capture  us  :  some  such  thought  seemed  to  be  mnning^ 
through  the  mind  of  Russel,  for  he  sidled  up  to  me  and  add,  **  I  saj 
Jack  let's  cut  and  run.** 

'^  No,  no,  old  fellow,"  I  replied,  remembering  the  smiles  of  the  eldi^  f 
lady  and  the  roguish  laugh  of  the  younger  one-—"  we'll  fight  it  u  t 
manfully.     Fm  getting  more  interested  than  frightened." 

All  this  time  Monsieur,  or  Signer,  or  Mynheer,  or  whatever  s 
ought  to  be  styled,  was  giving  some  direction  to  *'  fat  Jack  of  the  bo  e 
house  ^  as  Russel  called  him,  and  when  he  had  finished  with  the  ordc  s 
he  once  more  turned  to  address  us,  and  with  an  imperious  wave  of     is 
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hand  said,  **  MessieurSj  you  will  ralk  apres  le  jardinier^'sfl  vout 
plats/* 

Thns  instructed,  we  formed  '*  order  of  sailing"  as  follows— lfoffM«ii«* 
lejardimer  with  his  rake  shouldered  and  sloped,  followed  by  Russel 
with  his  haversack  ;  in  his  wake  proceeded  Garden  with  the  basket, 
whilst  I  brought  up  the  rear — the  ladies  and  Monneur  Choleric  consti- 
tuted a  kind  of  '*  lee  line  "  by  taking  another  path  leading  to  the  house, 
wfaidi  latter  we  now  got  a  glimpse  of ;  and  here  I  could  fill  a  couple  of 
pages  descriptive  of  this  "  Castle  Dangetous  ^  and  its  beautiful  bwns, 
but  would  rather  refer  the  reader  to  some  one  of  the  numerous  novels 
abounding  in  long  chapters,  explaining  that  a  man  of  property,  lives  in 
a  comfortable  house  surrounded  by  extensive  and  well  laid  out  grounds, 
let  it  serve  our  turn  then  to  say  that  any  one  such  description  will 
suffice  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  viUa  now  before  us. 

Our  conductor  having  arrived  at  a  side  door  and  rang  the  bell,  it  was 
answered  by  a  flunkey  in  plush,  who  after  a  communication  received  from 
the  gardener  ushered  us  into  a  neatly  furnished  room,  having  access  by 
glass  doors  to  a  charming  conservatory.  On  leaving  the  room  after 
plaeing  chairs  for  us,  he  of  the  plush  turned  the  key  of  the  door,  and 
we  became  prisoners. 

**  Who  the  devil  is  this  fellow,'*  said  Russel,  ''  that  he  should  thus  put 
a  restraint  upon  our  liberties." 

"  Well  he  can't  hang  us  for  picking  blackberries,  and  its  not  a  dis- 
agreeable prison  after  all,"  said  Carden. 

<'  And  he  does  not  look  such  a  raw  head  and  bloody  bones,**  suggested 
I— '<  I'm  quite  sure  he  wont  come  the  cannibal  over  us,  but  its  certainly 
a  queer  afiEur." 

'*  How  long  are  we  to  be  kept  here  I  should  like  to  know,"  said 
Itossel,  rather  loudly* 

**  Not  von  minute  more,  '^  replied  the  unknown  as  he  opened  the 
door  and  stood  before  us. 

**  Messieurs  sail  now  see  de  punishment  I  prepare  for  coming  over 
my  vail  like  de  burg-Uur— come." 

We  followed  the  mysterious  individual,  and  was  conducted  into  an 
adjoining  room,  where  sat  the  ladies  we  had  seen  in  the  grounds:  they 
uid  made  some  little  alteration  in  their  toilette  and  now  looked  like 
louries — a  magnificent  defeuner  a  la  fourchette  was  on  the  table— the 
.iair  creatures  smiled  graciously  upon  us,  and  the  elder  one  said,  "I  hope 
^ou  will  pardon  the  Baron,  my  husband,  for  making  prisoners  of  yon 
ovng  gentlemen,  he  now  invites  you  to  partake  of  some  refreshment^ 
mt  at  the  same  time  I  am  to  impress  on  your  minds  his  total  disapproval 
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9f  yoar  getting  €v«r  the  wall,  instead  of  gaining  aeoees  to  hi3  house  by 
the  gate,  and  I  trust  you  will  commission  me  to  assure  the  Baron  that 
you  will  not  repeat  the  ofFenoe,  after  the  gate  shall  have  been  pointed 
out  to  you/ 

The  reader  may  he  certain  that  the  required  assurance  on  our  pari 
was  readily  given,  with  many  apologies  for  our  preeent  trespass.  The 
Baron  then  turned  to  me  and  said  ''yon  vill  iiCl  9ousplaii  give  de  names 
of  voire  amii/*  I  aooordingly  introdnoed  my  two  companions  in  pro 
pria/orma^  and  then  announced  myself* 

«  Var  good,  Me$$ieurB,  and  dat  is  my  name,"  said  he,  at  the  same 
tiine  banding  me  a  card  on  whieh  was  written 


Saron  a— t— t, 


'  *'  And  dat  is  my  sister,"  said  the  Baron  introducing  us  to  the  younger 
tady.     **  And  now  for  the  luncheon." 

I  passed  the  card  to  my  messmates,  and  we  became  aware  that  our 
liost  was  no  other  than  the  representative  of  the  A— — n  Govern* 
ment ;  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  speedily  gave  us 
cause  to  admit  that  we  had  prejudged  him  very  unjustly  :  pigeon  pies> 
ham,  tarts,  and  jellies,  went  down  as  if  they  had  been  a  regiment  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape. 

"Monsieur  S— — w,"  said  the  fiaron,  "the  Baroness  vill  take 
<!faampagne  vid  you,"  and  he  signalled  to  the  attendant  to  ^  my 
glass,  whilst  himself  assisted  the  lady. 

I  bowed  to  the  charming  Baroness,  as  she  said  with  her  arch  smiley 
"  you  will  never  come  over  the  wall  again  ?  you  promise  that* 

I  laughed  and  could  have  replied,  that  for  such  a  treat  as  the  present, 
I  would  scale  a  fence  composed  of  "  patagonian "  porcupines  ;  appa- 
rently guessing  the  tenor  of  my  thoughts,  the  younger  lady  said, 

"  Oh  !  the  Baroness  ^shes  your  next  visit  to  be  made  with  less  in- 
convenience to  yourselves,  by  your  adoption  of  the  proper  road  through 
the  lodge  gate." 

Rnssel  who  had  just  been  honored  by  ^  Champagne  "  with  the  last 
speaker,  said  something  about  "  this  being  the  happiest  day  of  his  Itf 
whilst  Carden  who  had  bobbed  and  nobbed  with  the  Baron,  took  eoum 
to  say  how  delighted  he  would  be  to  see  them  on  board  the  ship  of  wh? 
he  had  the  honor  to  belong. 

Heaven  help  us  thought  I,  splendid  entertainment  for  you  all  in  t^  i 
Midshipmen's  berth  of  the  R-  ■         ,  and  I  ran  over  in  my  mind  t 
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billa  of  hn  daring  the  past  week,  the  sammiiig  up  was  as  follows— -w«'ll 
begin  with. 

Sundaif.'-^A  six  pound  piece  of  rancid  salt  pork  i^uced  by  boiling 
to  two  pounds,  (eight  persons  to  dine  therefrom)  sans  potatoes,  biscuit 
ad  tibUum^  with  the  glorious  addition  of  its  being  bespattered  by  the* 
tirail  of  cockroaches. 

Monday. — A  concoction  called  <<  lobs  scowse,"  manufactured  from 
aalt  junk  cut  into  dice,  and  stewed  with  pieces  of  the  oock-roachy 
biscait. 

TWftfay.— Salt  beef  with  baked  "  duff"  (alias  pudding)  the  suet  in 
ic  rotten. 

fFsdnesday.-^Some  rancid  pork  curried,  boiled  nee,  mixed  willi 
cock  roach  eggs. 

nursday.-^kB  on  Sunday. 

iPnda^.---^Same  as  Monday  ;  and  Saturdays  dinner  similar  to  Tues- 
day !  if  we  changed  the  baked  *<  duff '^  into  a  boiled  one  ;  but  I  ought 
not  to  omit  our  elegant  and  varied  suppers.  Vinegar  and  biscuit  alter- 
nated by  biscuit  and  vinegar :  sometimes  the  luxury  of  an  onion 
accompanied  the  above;  But  our  gala  nights  were  when  fortunate 
enough  to  procure  a  potatoe,  in  order  that  we  might  convert  it  into 
ctununber,  by  slicing  thin  as  a  wai«r,  and  pickling  it  well  with  vinegar. 

Pretty  larder  truly,  Mr.  Garden,  to  feast  your  friends  from,  mused 
I,  if  they  accept  had  you  not  better  adopt  the  plan  of  Mrs.  O'Planigan  ? 

'^Plaise  m'am,''  says  that  lady's  little  girl  as  she  addressed  her  oppo^ 
site  neighbour,  Mrs.  O^Driscoll-^'^  Plaise  m'am  mother  wid  be  glad  ti 
your  company  to  tay." 

"  Wid  all  my  heart  darling,'*  replied  the  0*DriBc<^l,  '^'D  be  wid  ye, 
before  ye  says  pays.*' 

**  In  that  case  put  in  O'Flannigan  minor,  ye'U  plaise  to  bring  the 
tay,  sugar,  and  butter,  for  sorra  a  bit  have  we  at  all,  at  all." 

The  sun  had  now  descended  below  the  highest  peak  of  the  Island,  and 
prudence  warned  us  to  depart,  as  although  we  did  not  intend  to  return 
by  the  perilous  way  we  had  come,  bad  indeed  was  the  best  of  our 
road  to  Leman  VaUey  ;  we  therefore  thanked  the  Baron  and  his  lady 
for  their  hospitality,  and  tendered  our  adiettx.  They  begged  us  to  re- 
Isife  thefti  on  every  opportunity,  die  lady  adding  '*  but  beware  of  coming 
iver  the  wall." 

On  going  into  the  little  room  to  resume  our  basket  and  haversacks^ 
refonnd  them  filled  with  peaehe8,-«4Jie  Baron  accompanied  us  to  the 
odge  gate,  shook  us  heartily  by  the  hand,  desired  his  complimentii  to 
or  Captain^  and  after  pointing  oot  the  nearest  path  to  lead  us  to  the 
ead  of  the  valley,  he  returned  to  ike  house. 
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As  there  was  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  on  oar  homeward  jour- 
ney, we  arrived  in  due  course  at  the  hospital,  and  found  our  friend 
Peter  Shorttail  enjoying  his  weed,  to  whom  we  related  onr  adventures. 

^*  Why  you  lucky  young  scamps,'*  said  the  worthy,  '*  I  have  heen 
trying  this  six  months  to  g^t  an  introduction  in  that  quarter  and  have 
not  yet  managed  to  succeed.  By  the  powers  I'll  go  blackberry  ptckin^^ 
on  Monday. 

**  Can't  you  make  acquaintance  with  your  brother  officer  the  gardener 
and  get  access  to  the  house  that  way,*'  suggested  Jack  Newcastle,  who 
was  unusually  bright  that  evening. 

**  Faith"  replied  Peter,  *<  there's  no  denying  Fve  been  in  my  time  as 
great  a  rake  as  he  can  be,  however,  I  shall  cruize  about  the  premises, 
and  if  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  with  its  fair  inmates,  I  doubt  not  bat 
my  beauty  and  accomplishments  will  have  its  due  effect"  So  saying, 
the  worthy  Peter  slued  his  pigtail  over  his  shoulder,  and  shook  the  end 
of  it  significantly  in  our  faces. 

«*  Well  old  fellow"  said  Russel, — "  we  can't  always  be  witli  yon,— take 
care  of  yourself,  good-bye,  we  hav'nt  much  time  to  reach  the  boat 
before  sunset" 

In  due  Ume  we  got  safely  on  board  our  ship  highly  gratified  with  our 
**  Half-holiday,"  the  consequences  of  which  were,  that  although  our  mis- 
fortunes during  the  "  cruize"  cost  us  a  few  dollars,  we  had  made  aoquunt- 
anoe  with  the  Baron  and  the  charming  ladies.  But  another  important 
consequence  of  that  Half-holiday  is,  that  in  recording  our  proceedings 
on  the  occasion  in  friend  ffunfs  yacktmg  Magazine,  it  will  (it  is 
hoped)  amuse  his  kind  patrons,  and  at  the  same  time  I  am  afforded 
another  opportunity  of  introducing  myself  as 

THE  ySTElUN  TACHTBMAN. 


CARNARVON  ROWING  CLUB. 

Rowing  is  so  connected  with  yachting,  thai  we  have  much  plea^iare  in 
complying  with  the  request  of  our  Welch  friends,  by  insertin)g  the 
following  extract  which  appeared  in  the  Carnarvon  paper.    We  sb^" 
always  find  space  for  all  accounts  of  future  proceedings  that  may 
forwarded  to  us. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  Camanron  stands  foremost  among  the  tea- 
ports  of  the  Principality  in  its  encouragement  of  aquatic  sports.  Numben 
of  our  yachtbg  friends  as  well  as  the  crews  of  enterprising  English 
rowing  dubs,  have,  with  their  respective  cnA»  gallantly  contended  oi 
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the  broad  breast  of  the  Menai,  and  triumphantly  borne  away  many  a 
silver  cup,  and  many  a  golden  prize  awarded  by  the  Royal  Welch  Yacht 
Club,  at  the  annual  regatta,  which /e/tf  is  carried  out  with  an  eckU  and 
a  spirit  of  liberality  reflecting  infinite  credit  on  the  promoters, 

^  But  notwithstanding  the  activity  of  the  Yacht  Club,  and  the  attrac- 
tion of  its  regattas,  it  is  a  fact  that  hitherto  the  youth  of  Carnarvon 
have  not  been  properly  represented  in  the  rowing  races.  This  circum- 
stance can  only  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  organization,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  lack  of  **  congenial  spirits  "  accustomed  to  the  water  **  from 
their  youth  upwards."  The  prizes  have  been  uniformly  carried  away  by 
boats  from  other  localities  ;  and  although  at  a  recent  regatta  a  Carnar- 
von boat  entered,  the  inferiority  of  the  cratt  was  so  great,  that  there  was 
virtually  no  competition  as  far  as  Carnarvon  was  concerned.  The  spur 
has,  however,  at  length  been  given,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  we  announce 
the  formation  of  the  Carnarvon  Rowing  Club,  which  was  originated  on 
the  axiniversary  of  St.  David  (the  Patron  Saint  of  Wales),  1856,  and 
up  to  the  present  time,  has  progressed  under  very  favorable  auspices. 
A  new  race  boat,  purchased  from  Mr.  Wyld,  a  first  class  London  builder, 
bas  just  arrived.  She  is  an  exquisite  model,  and  doubtless,  in  the  hands 
of  a  good  crew,  her  capabilities  will  be  satisfactorily  tested  at  the  ensuing 
regatta. 

*'The  foundation  of  a  new,  spacious,  and  substantial  boat-house, 
measuring  forty-nine  feet  by  twelve,  inside  the  walls,  was  laid  last  week 
in  a  convenient  spot  on  the  Cood- Helen  shore  of  the  River  Seoont,  at 
the  entrance  of  Carnarvon  Harbour. 

•*  The  following  officers  have  been  appointed  :— President,  Inglis 
Williams,  Esq.,  Llan-fair-yn-nghomwy  ;  Vice-President,  J.  A.  Poole^ 
Esq. ;  Secretary,  R.  B.  Rowlands,  Esq.  ;  Treasurer,  W.  Forster,  Esq., 
North  and  South  Wales  Bank. 

**  The  advantages  of  such  an  institution  appear  to  be  fully  appreciated, 
as  evinced  by  the  muster  roll  of  the  club,  already  comparatively  large^ 
and  which,  at  each  succeeding  meeting,  is  increased  by  the  election  of 
new  members.  The  general  arrangements  have  been  intrusted  to  a 
managing  committee  of  seven,  who  are  carrying  out  in  a  judicious 
and  efiective  manner  all  the  requirements  of  the  club.  It  is  gratifying 
t^  note  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  country  have  not  been  slow 
11     -iconding  their  efforts,  by  contributing  handsomely  to  the  funds. 

In  the  list  of  subscribers  we  find  the  names  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

I     jrborough,  W.  B.  Hughes,  Esq.,  M.r.,  CoL  McDonald,  High  Sheriff, 

1     Lloyd  Edwards,  Esq.,  Frank  Rufford,  Esq.,  T.  Finchett  Maddock, 

I     .,  the  Rear-Commodore  of  the  R.D.Y.C.,  the  Mayor  of  Carnarvon^ 
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T.  Turner,  Esq.,  R.  A.  Poole,  Esq.,  J.  Rowlands,  Esq.,  J.  Morgan 
Esq.,  H.  P.  Manley,  Esq.,  Capt.  Iremonger,  Dr.  Wynne  Williams,  0. 
Jones,  Esq.,  &c.  Once  completely  established  and  properly  furnished, 
the  club  will  be  self  supporting,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Committee 
will  not  relax  their  eflForts  until  this  object  is  gained.** 


THE  LONDON  ROWING  CLUB. 

A  NBW  club  on  the  Thames  is  in  the  course  of  formation,  and  although 
our  work  is  called  a  "  Yachtin^^^  Magazine,"  we  feel  justified  in  extend- 
ing our  notices  to  all  principal  events  connected  with  aquatics.  Many 
of  our  best  yachtsmen  have 

'*  Feathered  the  oar  with  skill  and  dexterity,'* 
and  still  delight  in  reading  accounts  of  an  amusement  which  in  thtir 
younger  days  strengthened  their  frames,  and  enables  them  to  enjoj 
good  health  in  after  life. 

A  meeting  took  place  at  the  Craven  Hotel,  Strand^  on  the  29th  of 
April,  which  was  numerously  attended,  and  about  100  gentlemen 
enrolled  their  names.  The  club  is  to  be  under  the  management  of  a 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Addison,  Casmajor,  Freeman,  Nottidgei 
Playford,  Tidbury,  H.  Playford,  Virtue,  and  Whitehouse  ;  (the  last 
named  gentleman  being  appointed  Honorary  Secretary.)  It  was  pro- 
posed that  some  noblemen  be  requested  to  become  the  President. 

The  whole  of  the  proceedings  were  very  satisfactorily  carried  oui»  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  the  club  will  be  highly  supported.  Any  assistance 
our  humble  journal  can  give  to  the  undertaking  the  members  may 
command. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB.— Opening  TaiP. 

April  19th  we  may  pronounce  the  commencement  of  the  club  season, 
and  the  assembling  of  yachts  at  the  station,  the  hurrying  to  and  fro  of 
the  amateur  blue  jackets,  mingled  here  and  there  with  the  real  sailor, 
caused  a  goodly  company  to  meet  on  the  Blackwall  pier:  this  joined  with 
fine  weather  added  much  to  the  hilarity  and  joyousness  felt  by  a  fe- 
sent.  The  Vice-commodore  R.  Green,  Esq.,  was  as  usual  at  his  »t, 
and  in  his  splendid  yacht  the  Phoenix,  welcomed  a  numerous  com  my 
of  the  members,  and  at  two  o'clock  p.m.,  gave  the  signal  to  the  fli  ;  to 
get  underway;  the  following  yachts  obeyed  the  orden— Amaron,  D-    cm, 
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Wbisper,  Lotus,  Julia,  Minnie  and  several  others.  The  precision  and 
seamanlike  manner  in  which  they  took  their  several  stations,  and  followed 
their  worthy  commander  was  the  admiration  of  the  '^uld  salts"  who 
witnessed  the  departure. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  Gravesend  a  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired, 
and  on  disembarking  the  company  repaired  to  Waite's  H<>te],  where  a 
sumptous  entertainment  was  prepared,  to  which  about  one  imndred 
gentlemen  did  ample  justice.  In  the  absence  of  the  noble  commodore, 
(Lord  Alfred  Paget,  who  was  in  atiendance  on  her  Majesty  at  Alder - 
shott,)  the  Vice-commodore  took  the  chair»  and  an  old  and  much 
esteemed  member,  J.  Morgan,  Esq.,  occupied  the  vice-chair. 

The  musical  talent  engaged  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  festive  board 
consisted  of  .Vfessrs.  Ransford,  Young,  Perrin,  and  W.  £.  Ransford,  whose 
delightful  harmony  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

Immediately  after  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  Chairman  rose  to  propose 
the  first  toast  which  every  loyal  company  invariably  gave,  namely  that  of 
their  "Hoyal  Patroness — Her  Majesty  the  Queen,'*  which  from  the  cheering 
that  followed  the  announcement  expressed  the  true  feeling  of  those  present. 
After  silence  bad  been  restored,  the  excelleut  chairman  said  **The  next  toast 
which  he  had  to  propose  was  one  very  similar,  and  like  the  first  required  no 
comments,  and  had  reference  to  the  illustrious  person,  and  others  on  whom 
the  happiness  of  the  people  depended.  Tie  then  proposed  ^'  Prince  Albert, 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family/'     (Immense  cheering.) 

The  chairman  then  said  the  toast  be  was  now  about  to  drink,  was  always 
one  they  were  most  anxious  to  do  bonour  to,  on  ordinary  occasions,  and  par- 
ticularly so  at  a  time  like  this  wben  peace  bad  just  been  proclaimed.  He 
therefore  gave  the  ^*Anny  and  Navy,"  associating  with  it  his  noble  firiend. 
Lord  Clarence  Paget,  who  sat  immediately  on  bis  rigbt.     (Cheers.) 

Lord  Clarence  rose  to  reply,  not  observing  any  other  member  of  the  pro- 
fession toasted  present,  a  subject  which  be  deeply  regretted,  because  of  his 
unworthiness,  to  respond  in  becoming  terms.  He  had  been  congratulated  by 
many  firiends  upon  seeing  bim  back  to  hij  country  again,  and  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  it  was  a  source  of  congratulation  to  himself.  He  could 
record  many  great  and  brilliant  achievements  performed  by  indtvidualg 
connected  with  both  the  services,  but  would  not  occupy  their  time,  as  it  would 
suffice  to  say,  that  the  men  bad  conducted  themselves  in  a  highly  creditable 
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The  chairman  commanded  their  attention  for  another  bumper  toast  ^^Their 

r  le  Commodore — Lord  Alfred  Paget,*'     He  Lad  written   to  express  his 

d  ^>  regtet  that  business  prevented  his  attendance  there  that  evening,  and 

I  could  estimate  how  pleased  he  would  l>e  if  he  were  there  to  see  the  pre- 

fl  :  jovial  throng  around  him,  contrasting  so  strongly  as  it  did  with  the  very 

s  igre  attendance  of  two  or  three  previous  years.     The  Commodore  would 

t  ight  glad  to  be  with  them,  and  he  was  sure  they  would  be  right  glad  to 

I  iim  there.     (Long  and  continued  cheering  ) 
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Mr.  Morgan  rose  to  propose  the  ^*  health  of  the  Vice-commodore.*'  He 
would  not*  trespass  upon  their  time  by  describing  his  high  mercantile  posi- 
tion nor  bis  qualifications  as  a  gentleman  or  a  friend.  They  must  all  be  well 
aware  of  them,  and  in  solely  of  his,  (Mr.  Green's)  exertions  on  behalf  of  the 
club,  he  (Mr.  Morgan)  felt  that  his  task  was  slight  through  their  appreciatioo  . 
of  the  advantages  the  Vice-commodore  had  conferred,  lie  had  been  with 
them  many  years,  and  had  always  used  every  exertion  that  would  conduce  t^) 
the  welfare  of  the  club  which  had  risen  to  great  pre-eminence. — Cheers. 

The  chairman  acknowledged  the  compliment  that  had  been  paid  him  and 
said  that  his  actions  must  have  proved  that  he  was  a  well-wisher  to  the  clubf 
and  it  would  afford  him  much  pleasure  still  further  to  advance  its  interests 
by  any  exertion  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Morgan  then  proposed  "'I'he  health  of  their  Treasurer,  Mr.  Hntch- 
eooB,*'  which  was  extremely  well  received. 

Mr.  Uutcheons,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment,  alluded  to  his  having 
been  but  very  recently  elected  to  the  office,  and  being  inexperienced  in  the 
duties;  his  kind  friend  Mr.  Morgan,  having  consequently  given  him  credit  in 
anticipation  of  what  he  might  do.  Although  new  to  the  offiee,  he  said  be 
had  many  years  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  club,  and  would 
endeavour  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  post  to  the  very  best  of  his  humbl^ 
abilities ;  and  he  thought  the  road  to  success  would  be  to  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  late  respected  predecessor,  Captain  Wheeler,  who  had  so  many 
years  merited  their  confidence  and  esteem.  Their  thanks  would  at  all  time^ 
be  an  ample  reward  for  any  assiduity  on  his  part. 

The  chairman  proposed  the  *<Royal  Yacht  Squadron  and  other  Royal 
Yacht  Clubs,"  in  a  speech  paying  them  considerable  compliment. 

A  number  of  other  toasts  and  some  excellent  songs  and  glees  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  evening,  the  company  not  separating  until  after  the  clock 
struck  twelve,  some  returning  on  board  their  yachts,  others  to  the  more 
luxurious  down  at  Waite's  HoteL 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB. 

Wb  have  been  favoured  by  the  Secretary,  C.  K.  Macan,  Esq.,  with  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  regatta  which  is  to  take  place  on  July  3rd  and  (wo 
following  days  in  Cork  Harbour. 

First  day, — A  prize  of  £60  will  be  given  for  yachts  exceeding  60  tons, 
time  race,  half  rate  Ackers*s  Scale,  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Royal  Yacht  Club,  or  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club.    Entra        £3. 

Another  prize  of  £25  for  yachts  exceeding  10  and  not  exceeding  ^.  aos, 
time  race  half-a-minute  per  ton,  open  on  same  condition  as  ibnne*^  Ke. 
Entrance  £\  5s. 

A  prize  will  be  given  by  the  Cork  and  Passage  Railway. 

Second  day,^A  prize  of  £40  for  yachts  exceeding  20  and  not  €i,^i.  liag 
50  tons,  open  on  same  condition  as  former  races,  time  race,  half  ratr   *  -  crs' 
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Scale,  and  below  that,  hall-a-mlnute  per  too.     Eotrace  £2. 

Another  prize  of  iBlo,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  10  tons.     Entrance  lOs. 

A  ball  will  take  place  under  the  patronage  of  the  Admiral,  Vice- Admiral, 
and  the  members  of  the  club. 

Thirdday.  —A  Corinthian  Race,  particulars  in  a  future  number. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

We  are  delighted  to  hear  that  the  Mosquito  is  again  with  us,  and  safe  io 
the  East  India  Dock.  She  came  over  from  Sweden  in  three  days,  and  we 
understand  is  for  sale.  Barring  having  rather  a  weather  beaten  look  from 
the  salt  spray  of  the  North  Sea,  she  looks  as  well  as  ever.  The  Cymba, 
the  Amazon,  the  (Cowes)  Julia,  &c  ,  may  now  tremble  for  their  expectant 
laurels. 

The  Mars,  late  Albicore,  which  went  down  the  river  with  a  party  last 
Saturday  is  evidently  over  sparred.  When  will  owners  see  that  a  crank  ves- 
sel requires  a  light  and  not  over  taunt  mast,  and  when  very  sharp  forward 
a  light  and  short  bowsprit. 

Mr.  Wyld'd  vessel  lately  launched  and  now  lying  at  Erith  in  the  mud  is 
very  unsightly.  Her  bilge  pieces  must  stop  her  vray  fearfully,  fl'om  not 
being  placed  parallel  to  the  line  of  motion  of  the  vessel. 

The  Little  Mosquito  has  returned  from  Southampton,  and  looks  much 
better  since  she  has  been  lengthened  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  her 
speed  will  be  much  improved.  She  will  have  two  new  opponents  this  year, 
the  Silver  Cloud,  8  tons,  Commodore  Hewitt,  having  an  iron  keel  of  3|  tons, 
and  a  new  clipper  ofStonsby  Harvey,  for  Mr.  Young  of  the  Amazon,  a 
thorough  and  high-spirited  yachtsman.  We  are  informed  that  her  top-sail 
and  that  of  the  Amazon  will  this  season  be  of  almost  fabulous  dimensions. 

The  celebrated  7-ton  Jnlia  has  changed  owners,  being  now  in  the  posses- 
aion  of  P.  Turner,  Esq.  We  wish  him  as  much  success  as  her  former  owner, 
vtho  has  the  great  merit  of  building  a  vessel  with  more  accommodation  than 
any  one  of  her  class,  and  yet  possessing  greater  speed.  The  Yacht  builders 
ba^e  been  thrashed  by  an  amateur. 

The  Therese,  schooner,  121  tons,  was  sold  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
by  her  owner  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq.,  who  intends  purchasing  another. 

The  Eulalia  cutter  20  tons,  is  sold  to  M.  Du  Tillett,  of  Paris,  her  late 
owners  (Messrs.  Hill  of  Bristol)  have  purchased  the  Bonita  of  Mr.  Barnes. 

A  new  yacht  named  the  Rob  Roy  was  launched  at  Spalding  for  R.  Bugg, 
Eaq. 

Mr.  Moore  of  Plymouth  is  building  a  top-sail  schooner  of  160  tons  for 
^iessrs.  Forth  of  London,  and  also  a  cutter  of  15  tons  for  sale.     The  Pixie 
as  been  altered  to  a  yawl  in  this  yard  for  R  Shurlock  Esq. 

Mr.  Mansfield  of  Teignmouth  has  for  sale  the  Lady  Bird  schooner,  32  tons, 
nd  Ino  cutter,  15  tons. 

Mr.  Robinson  of  Grosport  is  lengthening  the  Hesperus  cutter,  which  will 
ncreaae  her  tonnage  to  51.  He  has  also  on  the  stocks  a  small  yacht  8  tons 
'^r  Mr.  Peters;  she  will  be  named  the  **  Palladin*'. 
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Mr.  Tuck  well  of  Greeowich  ie  building  a  yacht  of  8  tons  for  himself,  which 
he  will  name  the  "Invicta*'.  This  gentleman  is  the  builder  and  owner  of  the 
Blue>eyed  Maid,  and  we  have  no  doubt  he  intends  to  try  for  the  Challenge 
Prize  of  the  P.W.Y.C.     We  heartily  wish  him  success. 

Mr.  inman  of  Lymington,  is  in  full  work,  having  on  the  stocks  a  sloop  of 
80  tons  for  J.  Weld,  Esq.;  i  schooner  of  50  tons  for  G.  Wood,  Eiq.,  and  a 
cutter  of  25  tons  for  K.  Ellice.  Esq.  Ue  has  for  sale  the  Flying  Cloud 
schooner  of  74  tons;  Vesper  schuoner,  74  tona;  Edith  yawl,  70  tons  ;  Freak 
60  tons;  Swordfish  sloop  31  tons,  and  a  new  cutter  yacht  of  60  tons. 


TRIAL  AT  WESTMINSTER. 
Before  Baron  Bramwell. — Roberts  v  Hunt. 

The  Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  commenced  his  opening  by  stating  that  two 
under -graduates  of  Cambridge  had  undertaken  to  row  across  England — that 
is  to  say  from  Cambridge  to  Chester,  a  distance  of  270  miles  in  what  is  in 
sporting  parlance  styled  "funnies".  The  plaintiff  afterwards  considered 
it  would  be  amusing  to  his  Fellow  Collegians  to  read  their  exploits,  therefore 
offered  them  to  a  work  which  bad  acquired  some  celebrity  amongst  aquatic 
gentlemen,  viz.  Hunts  Yachting  Magazine  and  the  defendant  had  been 
offered  the  Article  in  question,  who  in  answer  stated  that  the  circulation  of 
the  work  being  limited,  he  the  defendant  could  not  give  but  trifling  remune- 
ration. That  it  subsequently  appeared  in  several  numbers  of  that  periodical, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  had  applied  for  remuneration  but  could  not  get  any 
answer.     He  nad  also  supplied  a  sketch  of  Blis worth  Tunnel. 

The  plaintiff  was  put  into  the  witness  box,  who  stated  that  be  had  sup- 
plied an  Article  to  the  defendant  styled  'lowing  across  England,  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  defendant,  but  that  he  could  not  produce  such  letter ; 
he  perfectly  recollected  it  contained  an  acceptance  of  the  Article,  and  the 
defendant  stated  he  could  not  afford  to  give  much.  He  also  supplied  a 
sketch  which  was  to  appear  if  approved.  In  cross-examination  by  Counsel 
for  defendant,  he  admitted  that  he  had  never  seen  the  defendant,  and  that 
he  never  had  received  any  specific  promitfc  of  remuneration.  The  defieodant 
might  have  considered  the  contribution  gratuitous. 

A  Fellow  Collegian  was  the  next  witness,  "he  was  not  one  of  the  party 
who  rowed,  in  fact  he  was  not  a  rowing  man.  All  he  knew  of  the  affair  was 
that  hifi  friend  the  plaintiff  received  a  letter  from  defendant,  for  it  was  signed 
with  his  name — and  he  believed,  of  course  it  began  with  the  word  Sir." 

One  more  witness  was  called, — the  late  Proprietor  of  a  rival  publication, 
since  defunct,  made  his  appearance.  In  his  evidence  he  stated  in  answer  to 
the  learned  Judge  that  he  thought  a  fair  remuneration  would  be  10  shilliogs 
per  page,  the  usual  price  was  from  10  shillings  to  a  pound.  He  spoke  from 
what  he  had  paid  and  there  was  about  the  same  in  a  page  of  HnnVs  as  in  hie 
own.     His  work  was  dropped  long  ago  at  a  heavy  loss. 

The  Learned  Judge  said  the  "  price  mentioned  by  witness  was  much  more 
than  some  of  his  learned  friends  received  for  their  writings;  perhaps  in 
Blackwoods'  such  sums  might  occasionally  be  paid" — and  in  answer  to  the 
Judge  the  witness  admitted  he  did  not  know  from  experience.  The  Coui  I 
for  the  plaintiff  then  asked  him  (tie  witness)  to  put  a  value  on  the  sket  » 
(not  produced)  who  afler  some  hesitation  said  that  it  might  be  worth  a  poi  i 
or  two,  could  not  say  exactly  as  he  had  never  seen  it. 

The  Counsel  for  the  defendant  stated  that  he  should  uot  call  any  witne  » 
as  he  considered  no  case  had  been  made  out.  In  fact  he  refrained  ft  i 
cross  examining  the  witnesses  except  by  a  few  trifling  questions,  contend  ; 
no  promise  had  been  made  of  remuneration. 

The  Counsel  for  Plaintiff  did  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflection  on  Mr.  F'      , 
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he  might  have  suppoBed  the  articles  were  gratuitous ;  but  such  was  not  the 
iDteDtion  of  the  plaintiCf;  he  therefore  trusted  the  jury  would  give  his  client 
ft  verdict. 

The  Learned  Judge  in  delivering  his  charge  to  the  jury,  said,  he  thought 
they  could  not  do  otherwise  than  give  a  verdict  for  the  plainfiff,  but  the 
amount  of  course  rested  with  them.  The  plaintiff  first  sought  £5^,aflerwardB 
£10,  and  finally  sued  for  £25. 

The  Jury  deliberated  for  some  time,  when  the  Learned  Judge  asked  if  he 
conld  assist  them.  **•  There  was  £2.  lUs  between  them"  he  suggested  they 
ibouid  split  the  difference,  but  the  jury  refused,  —they  ultimately  gave  a 
verdict  for  £7.  lOs.  On  the  plaintiff's  Counsel  requesting  the  Judge  to  cer- 
tiiy,  he  said,  **  Certainly  not,  it  was  a  case  that  ought  not  to  have  been  brought 
ixto  a  Superior  Court, ' 

Now  the  facts  of  the  case  are  simply  these,  in  the  commencement  of  1855. 
we  received  a  letter  from  a  person  unknown  to  us,  stating  that  himself  and 
friend  had  rowed  from  Cambridge  to  Chester  iu  two  funnies,  that  a  notice  of 
the  performance  had  appeared  m  the  newspapers  at  the  time,  but  was  desi- 
rous it  should  appear  in  the  Yachting  Ma^zme,  would  we  insert  a  journal 
of  tbeiprocedings  which  would  occup;^  only  a  few  pages,  and  whether  we  could 
allow  any  remuneration.  We  replied  that  we  would  accept  the  journal, 
but  as  regards  remuneration  for  articles  iinconneted  with  yachting,  we  could 
Dot  afford  much,  if  any,  aa  our  circulation  was  limited. 

In  answer  the  unknown  wrote  thanking  us  for  our  reply  to  his  firstlet- 
ter,  stating  that  he  would  introduce  the  work  to  his  friends,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain Institution  at  Cambridge.  The  journal  arrived,  was  inserted,  in  the 
April  number,  and  finding  it  was  not  completed,  we  requested  the  remainder 
to  be  sent,  intending  to  conclude  it  in  May,  but  did  not  press  the  gentlemen 
to  be  concise,  he  tnerefore  extended  the  article  to  four  numbers,  making 
about  twenty-six  pages,  having  only  arrivedabout  half  way.  At  this  portion 
of  the  journal  there  is  an  account  of  their  being  out  of  funds,  and  we  suppose 
the  recollection  of  this  circumstance  prompted  him  to  write  to  us  for  remu- 
neration .  He  was  answered  by  a  member  of  our  family,  we  being  out  of 
town,  that  if  he  would  send  the  conclusion  of  the  journal  we  should  com- 
municate with  him  on  our  return.  Instead  of  doing  this  he  demanded  £5, 
for  what  he  had  written,  and  as  that  was  not  acceded  to  he  then  demanded 
iSlO.  Such  unjust  claims  were  unnoticed;  but  so  much  in  his  estimation 
had  the  work  benefitted  the  Magazine,  (which  we  are  bound  to  deny,J  that 
he  commenced  proceedings  against  us  for  Twenty- five  pounaSy  and  th  c con- 
sequence was  he  has  incurred  a  heavy  bill  of  costs,  and  also  entailing  on  us 
an  expense  we  can  ill  afford  to  bear. 

For  his  losses  he  cannot  blame  us,  he  was  unknown  to  us,  and  although 
we  requested  his  solicitor  in  vain  to  point  the  gentleman  out  during  the  time 
we  were  waiting  for  the  trial  to  come  on,  we  never  knew  him  until  he  appeared 
in  the  witness  box  ;  and  we  deeply  regret  he  should  have  been  so  unadvised 
as  to  proceed  to  law  in  a  trifling  matter  like  this,  which  had  we  personally 
known  each  other  might  have  been  amicably  settled. 

We  could  justly  handle  one  of  the  witnesses  for  giving  an  opinion  on  an 
article  which  he  acknowledged  he  had  never  read, — but  let  that  pass,  we 
ill  forgive  and  forget— and  trust  our  readers  will  excuse  our  thus  occupying 
le  space  of  more  valuable  matter.  We  should  have  let  the  affair  pass,  but 
>serving  in  a  newspaper  account  of  the  trial  that  the  plaintiff  was  made  to 
ly  he  had  applied  personally  several  times ;  when  he  had  most  distinctly 
jvom  he  had  never  seen  us,  we  consider  we  are  justified  in  setting  ourselves 
gbt  vdth  our  patrons. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  without  expressing  our  thanks  to  C.  F.  Chubb, 
sq.,  for  without  his  assistance  we  must  have  allowed  judgment  to  go  by 
!&ult. 
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REGATTAS  AHD  MATCHES  TO  COME. 
May  14.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match,  for  cutters  only. 

21.— Ranalagh  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match.  Bntriesclose  May  Uth. 
Jane  12.— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Match.  Entries  close  June  7th  ,  lOh.  p.m. 
13.— Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match  (first  and  second  class) 

from  Erith  round  the  Nore  Light.  Entries  close  June  9th. 
14.— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match.   Entries  close  June  5lh 
28.— Royal  Thames  Sailing  Match.  Entries  close  June  19th,  Uh.  p.]c 

HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  MAY. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
morn  after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  asccr 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 


31 


16- 
0 
1 

1 


80  10 


11 


50   Aberystwith 

2o|  Alderney 

Ban  try  Bay 

Bridlington 

Carmarthan 

Cork  Harbour .... 

Dartmouth 

Dudgeon  Light..., 

Eddystone , 

Exmouth  Bar 

Falmouth 

Flamboro*  Head... 

Guernsey  Pier...., 

Hartlepool 

40  Humber  Mouth.., 

Kinsale  Harbour., 

Lands  End , 

Leith  Pier 

Lynn  Regis 

Plymouth 

Swansea 

Torbay 

Waterford 

Weymouth 

Whitby 

Amsterdam 

Antwerp 

Bourdeuz 

Cherbourg 

Hamburgh 

Brest 


h.    m. 
add  5    23 


4  38 

1  39 

2  23 
4  3 

2  23 

3  58 


23 

8 
18 
8 

23 
23 
38 
23 
23 
23 
15 
38 
3  26 
3  48 
3  58 
3     43 


23 
38 
53 
18 
45 
23 
63 
1     39 


h.  m. 

Aberdeen sub  0  56 

Aldborough S  23 

Belfast 4  2 

Brighton 2  29 

Carnarvon 4  4 

Cowes  3  22 

Dublin  Bar 2  65 

Dungencss 3  17 

Folkestone. 3  37 

Foreland,  North...  8  22 

Foreland,  South  ..  2  47 

Graresend 0  87 

Greenwich. 0  20 

Harwich 2  37 

Howth  Harbour  ..  2  59 

Ipswich 2  7 

Kentish  Knock  ...  2  87 

Lowestoft 3  37 

Margate 2 

Nore  Light 0  58 

Portsmouth 2  27 

Sheerncss I  28 

Southampton 2  27 

Spithead 4  37 

Yarmouth  Roads .  5  27 

Calais 2  19 

Dieppe 3  2 

Havre  de  Grace...  4  15 

Ostende 1  12 

Honfleur 4  37 

New  York 5  7 


A  romfQ  Yachtsman. — We  should  be  happy  to  give  the  design  of  the  Mar- 
Claret,  provided  Mr.  Tovell  would  famish  ns  with  drawings  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  as  Mr.  T.  has  patented  his  valuable  invention  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  be 
will  do  so;  particularly  as  he  is  himself  a  ship  builder    If  '*  a  young  yachtsman" 
is  desirous  of  having  a  small  yacht  built  upon  the  same  plan  as  the  Margaret, 
his  best  and  safest  course  will  be  to  employ  Mr.  T.  to  build  him  one;  and  fin 
our  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman  we  are  fully  confident  he  would  give  evi 
satisfaction,  and  construct  a  useful  vessel ;  combining  the  important  qualifl 
tions  of  "comfort  and  great  speed."    We  would  however  caution  "a  you 
yachtsman"  against  attempting  to  copy  the  Margaret ;  for  by  so  doing  he  m^ 
infringe  on  the  Patent.  The  owner  of  a  small  yacht,  the  "  Violet'*  which  so  s: 
nally  distinguished  herself  in  the  xhames  last  year,  has  slightly  infringed 
Bfr.  Ps  design,  and  the  case  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Tovell's  solicitor;  * 
we  are  indu^  to  hope  the  matter  will  be  amicably  arranged. — Ed. 
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ON  RACING  OREWa 

Thb  pcht  season  of  1856  may  now  be  considered  ac(  fkirly  oommeii-* 

ced,  not  only  are  many  vessels  underway,  but  Ae  Boyal  ?3iames 

Yadit  Gub  have  sounded  die  note  of  preparation  |br  the  dippers,  by 

giving  the  4rst  race  of  the  season  on  die  14«h  of  last  month. 

Whether  the  forthcoming  summer  is  likely  to  be  pioductivo  of  much 

sport  to  the  racers  it  is  impossible  to  predict,  but  one  elbot  is  certain, 

viz.  that  there  will  be  the  usual  propctttion  cl  disappointed  yacht 

owners  who  have  had  clipper  yadits  built  and  equipped  with  lavish 

cost;  die  hull  constructed  widi  the  greatest  care  by  the  most  oelelwar* 

ted  builder,  and  die  sails  cut  by  the  most  ezpeiieDoed  sail  maker, 

fitted  widi  lead  ballast  and  (shame  to  tdl)  tmfitted  with  cabk  work; 

unless  die  year  1866  be  exceptional,  diere  will  be  instancies  of  0uA 

vessels  taking  their  stations,  starting,  losing,  and  disgusting  dieii 

owners;  who  naturally  enough  are  aan^ed  wit^  the  builder^  think 

e  sails  stand  badly,  anddiat  altogedier  they  have  been  led  to  spend 

necessary  sums  of  money  on  a  uedess  toy. 

This  is  not  an  overdrawn  picture,  fyf  there  are  amiual  proo&  of 

i  trudi  of  die  6ct,  that  in  sailing  matcl^  many  prizes  are  lost  by 

)  fastest  yachts,  simj^  because  those  in  commapd  either  do  not 

ow  how  to  get  iJiead,  or  if  they  by  chance  get  ahead,  do  not 

!I0.  6.— TOL.  V.  2  I 
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know  how  to  keep  there.  We  may  cite  as  examples  nearly  aQ 
the  successful  racing  yachts, — How  different  was  the  result  of  the 
.America  sailed  by  her  original  crew  to  her  performances  afterwards. 
The  Heroine  when  she  first  came  out  won  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
prizes  in  succession,  but  passing  into  other  hands  had  to  succumb  to 
yachts  she  had  prenously  beaten.  The  Mosquito  was  a  mark  of 
derision  in  1850  and  *51,  yet  with  more  able  management  she  com- 
pletely turned  the  tables  on  the  scoffers.  Again,  the  Thought  was 
made  to  play  second  fiddle  to  the  Phantom,  till  a  new  captain  proved 
to  the  latter  yacht  that  they  were  at  least  equal  in  speed;  and, 
descendmg  still  lower  in  size  tfie  good  sailing  oi  the  Little  Mosquito 
m  1854  stands  in  bold  contrast  to  her  performances  in  1855. 

With  these  and  other  instances  before  us  surely  no  more  argument 
is  required  to  show  how  much  in  yacht  racing  depends  upon  the  man- 
agement of  the  vessel.  When  so  many  yachts  lose  matches  which 
they  afterwards  prove  their  ability  to  have  won,  surely  the  blame 
must  rest  on  those  who  sailed  the  vessel,  not  on  the  vessel;  and 
therefore  the  attention  of  a  clipper  yacht  owner  should  be  directed 
quite  as  much  to  the  selection  of  a  racing  crew,  as  to  the  equipment 
and  construction  of  his  yacht,  of  course  in  this  selection  the  captain 
will  demand  his  first  consideration. 

A  racing  captain  need  not  be  a  good  seaman,  or  a  navigator,  or 
a  fine  gentlemen  with  bullion  of  brass  buttons ;  he  must ^be  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  racing  captain,  one  who  understands  how  to  make* 
the  sails  stand,  who  can  make  the  crew  work,  can  steer  well,  is  cool 
and  coun^eous,  not  given  to  drink;  one  who  neither  spares  himself  or 
his  men  in  the  great  work  of  preparation  for  the  race,  who  is  a  good 
judge  of  the  weather,  is  not  easily  talked  out  of  his  own  opinion,  is  a 
man  of  decision  and  energy.  And  where  is  such  a  man  to  be  foand? 
this  is  indeed  a  difScult  question,  there  are  few,  very  few  men  fit  to 
be  trusted  in  command  of  a  racing  yacht. 

Dear  reader,  we  know  well  enough  that  you  are  about  to  inter- 
rupt by  saying  that  your  captain  is  an  excellent  fellow,  you  will  back 
him  to  set  sails  and  steer  against  any  man  in  the  kingdom.  Ho^  '% 
it  then  that  he  is  so  successful  in  securing  the  second  place  for  yc  c 
yacht,  surely  the  man  in  charge  of  the  winner  must  set  sails  a  1 
steer  a  keUe  better  than  your  skipper.  It  is  of  no  use  your  sayi  ^ 
that  luck  has  anything  to  do  with  it,  luck  may  be  an  excuse  for  c  a 
fidlure  but  it  won't  do  for  half  a  doxen.    Dq>end  upon  it  you  b    s 
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not  got  the  r^ht  man  in  the  right  phice,  and  if  your  captain  pleads 
luck*  and  taiks  about ''  if/'  he  will  lead  you  into  altering  your  yacht, 
or  having  new  sailst  or  fifty  items  of  expenditure  only  to  fidl  back  upon 
his  luck  again.  If  he  finds  he  can  persuade  you  into  believing  that 
any  excuse  exists  for  his  constantly  losing  races,  you  may  go  on  for 
ever  with  your  sails  Aung  up  and  your  vessel  as  foul  as  he  pleases. 
Your  best  plan  is  to  get  some  friend  who  has  got  a  non-racer  to  take 
him  off  your  hands  and  find  another  skipper.  Then  arises  the  ques- 
tion, who  is  to  succeed  to  the  command,  a  question  of  which  no  ready^ 
sedation  is  at  hand.  Some  might  suggest  a  fisherman,  but  although 
fishermen  are  from  the  nature  of  their  employment  generally  good 
racing  sailors,  it  does  not  follow  that  one  is  always  well  adapted  for 
commanding  a  racing  yacht.  They  are  often  lazy  and  careless,  and 
apt  to  sail  on  the  happy-go-lucky  principle;  they  understand  weD 
enough  how  to  make  the  most  of  the  ^*  charming  Polly,*'  but  would 
be  rather  adrift  at  first  in  your  fine  sailing  machine,  and  you  would 
find  your  new  captain  rather  at  a  loss  and  overmatched  when  opposed 
to  the  polish  and  artistic  finish  of  a  NichoUs  or  Pickett.  But 
when  your  fisherman  loses,  you  have  the  grand  consolation  that  you 
are  only  where  your  late  skipper  would  have  placed  you,  and  if  the 
man  is  worth  retaining  in  his  berth,  he  will  show  it  by  his  in- 
creased energy  and  determination  to  rectify  his  errors,  rather  than 
in  accusing  sails  of  not  standing  which  he  did  not  set,  or  in  complain- 
ing about  the  vessel  being  foul,  when  he  never  looked  after  her  being 
scrubbed.  When  you  find  him  busy  about  his  work  instead  of 
troubling  your  pocket,  don't  despair,  that  man  will  do;  if  however, 
after  the  first  defeat  he  takes  no  measures  for  insuring  ftiture  success, 
get  rid  of  him  and  try  again;  and  when  you  have  got  a  captain  who 
never  says  ^^ihat'll  do"  rest  satisfied.  When  a  skipper  is  of  the 
^'that'll  do"  order,  the  crew  will  gladly  follow  suit,  and  the  result  is 
that  your  main-sail  is  half  set,  the  jib  flying  away  to  leeward,  and 
the  topHsail  like  a  pudding  bag.  Remember,  that  in  a  sailing  match 
nothing  ever  did  too  well,  and  when  you  hear  your  captain  cry  out 
*  At'Il  do"  it  is  a  sure  indication  of  his  mind, — ^the  second  place 
1  1  do  for  him!  but  when  he  sings  out  for  that  last  inch  on  the  hal- 
1  tls,  and  ends  with  a  **belay  0!"  as  though  he  only  wished  there 
1  (  more  of  the  sail  to  go  up,  he  knows  what  he  is  about;  and  that 
I  ji  will  give  the  crew  such  a  drilling  all  day  as  they  don't  often  get 
c    iriak  for:  if  he  does  not  secure  the  prize  it  is  not  his  foult,  and 
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tihen  18  the  tone  to  trj  akeratitms  in  the  Tesael  or  hat  sails,  because 
you  haTe  a  man  who  can  and  will  make  the  most  of  such  altera^ 
tiona.  But  there  aie  many  positions  during  a  race  when  the  aUE^ 
of  the  cooimaiider  can  be  rated.  K  he  quietly  sits  down  and  lets 
another  yadit  gab  on  him  or  pass  him  without  making  every  endea- 
vour to  keep  his  plaoe,  that  man  is  of  no  use:  if  he  talks  of  the  veisdi 
beix^  out  of  trim,  he  is  either  a  fool  or  thinks  you  are  one* 

We  hear  a  good  deal  of  yachts  having  lost  their  trim,  now,  we 
put  it  to  any  one  with  ordinary  common  sense,  whether  whena  quan- 
tity of  stores  are  taken  out  of  a  yacht,  and  a  dozen  men  are  spread 
about  her  deck,  is  it  likely  that  her  best  trim  can  be  found  imme- 
diately? of  course  not !  but  when  the  work  is  done  and  the  men  are 
langed  under  the  weather  bulwark  the  .trim  is  soon  found:  and  for 
this  purpose  some  contending  yacht  is  the  best  possible  trial  horse. 
A  yacht  may  be  out  of  trim  when  she  is  cruizing,  but  if  your  cap-* 
tain  cannot  find  herproper  trim  at  a  very  early  part  of  the  race,  he  is 
utterly  incompetent  to  take  command  c^  her  on  such  an  occasion. 

Having  settled  about  a  captain  we  come  to  the  pilot :  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  pilot  always  endeavour  to  secure  some  man  accustomed  to 
fore-and-aft  craft  of  about  the  same  size  as  your  yacht,  take  him 
out  for  a  preliminary  cruize  and  reach  about  in  shoal  water,  ques- 
tion him  as  to  the  marks  and  soundings,  and  sets  of  the  tide,  yoo 
will  soon  find  out  whether  he  is  competent  to  guide  your  vessel; 
When  you  have  a  pilot  who  is  very  confident  and  despises  a  lead-line, 
beware  of  that  man,  he  will  not  reach  &r  enough  or  else  he  will 
run  you  ashore.— Regular  licensed  pilots  are  to  be  avoided  because 
they  are  accustomed  to  navigate  large  vessels  in  the  deepest  water» 
whereas  in  yacht  races  much  d^nd»  upon  your  sneaking  about 
in  the  shoalest  parts  to  avoid  the  tide:  hence  fishermen  are  geuerally 
the  best  pilots  in  sailing  matches. 

In  yachts  of  more  than  30  tons  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  a  mate 
or  first  hand,  because  the  captain  has  plenly  to  do  without  looking 
after  all  the  minutiae  of  the  working.  The  mate  should  see  that  the 
orders  of  the  captain  are  carried  out,  his  eyes  must  be  everywhere,  ^  i 
must  see  that  every  rope  has  the  proper  number  of  turns  rounc  i 
deat,  he  should  hook  the  jib  halliards,  know  where  everything  abo  I 
is  to  be  found,  have  one  or  two  sharp  knives  at  hand,  and  bday  *  i 
jib  sheet;  but  not  interfere  with  the  captain,  though  he  may  m  > 
suggestions :   in  fact,  a  good  mate  is  a  most  important  man .  *     i 
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niliog  match:  when  an  order  is  givra  he  should  direct  its  execution 
and  not  allow  half  a  dozen  hands  to  jump  about  when  one  is  sufficient. 

We  now  come  to  the  crew,  they  should  be  adapted  to  the  Yeaael, 
Meim^  are  generally  excellent  fore-aiid-aft-sail<Mrs»  thou^  8ome>- 
times  they  are  apt  to  be  Uizy;  but  if  you  have  a  good  captain  he  will 
prevent  their  getting  idle. 

A  good  crew  may  not  be  a  good  racing  crew,  which  should  consist 
oi  young  strong  s^en,  one  of  ^em  should  be  a  light  weight,  and  he 
only,  except  on  emergencies,  should  be  trusted  to  go  aloft:  the  mast- 
headman  is  an  important  personage  in  a  racing  yacht,  nothing  is 
more  common  than  for  six  or  eight  men  to  rush  to  the  weather  rig- 
ging and  struggle  for  the  honor  of  mounting  when  the  captain  orders 
some  trifling  thing  to  be  done  aloft,  and  very  probably  not  one  of 
them  knows  exactly  what  is  required:  he  gets  up  and  then  finds  he 
has  no  marlinspike,  or  has  left  his  knife  on  deck,  if  he  ever  had  one. 
Besides  which  the  berth  of  masthead-man  is  one  of  considerable 
danger.  Some  men  appear  to  have  a  natural  aptitude  that  way,  they 
know  exactly  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it,  they  are  always  secure, 
and  feeling  confident  that  no  man  is  able  to  do  more,  they  are  not 
ashamed  or  a&aid  to  say  when  they  are  over-tasked:  hence,  thete  is 
little  chance  of  such  a  man  being  lost  overboaid  by  undertaking  more 
than  he  is  capable  of:  agood  masthead-man  has  always  two  hands  to 
work  with,  but  a  bungler  is  constantly  holding  on  with  one  and  afiraid 
to  move  the  other.  GQie  remainder  of  the  crew  should  be  chosen  prin- 
cipally with  an  eye  to  their  muscular  power:  a  quarrelsome  or  per- 
verse man  had  better  be  promoted  to  serve  in  a  rival  yacht  where  his 
propensities  may  tell  in  your  favor.  Judge  of  the  men  not  by  their 
seeming  activity  and  impetuosity,  but  by  what  they  actually  do,  one 
man  may  be  very  fierce  and  energetic  at  the  start,  but  is  slothftd 
towards  the  finish;  perhaps  after  all,  he  did  little  more  than  jump 
about  at  first,  whilst  the  quiet  unobtrusive  man  was  doing  the  work; 
**above  all  things,  no  zeal  '*  is  a  golden  maxim  for  the  crew. 

We  have  thus  given  a  general  sketch  of  the  sort  of  crew  we  should 
€  leavour  to  select  and  organize;  much  might  be  said  about  the 
I  nagement  during  a  race,  and  much  more  might  be  said  about  the 
I  rt  the  owner  should  take  if  he  interferes  at  all;  but  as  every  man 
I  owe  best  what  is  best  to  be  done  in  his  own  particular  case,  per- 
1)  ps  we  have  already  said  too  much  on  the  subject,  and  exposed  our- 
s  ves  to  the  accusation  of  wxitbg  about  what  we  know  but  little. 
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THE  BALLAST  TRIMMERS. 

This  engrosses  with  the  <' Measurement^  question,  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  conoemed  b  racmg  matters,  and  the  pages  of  the  YaehUnff 
Magazine  cannot  be  devoted  to  a  better  purpose  than  bringbig  it  forward 
for  discussion.  In  the  February  number  we  observed  an  artide  by 
'^Mercator,"  who  attacks  the  system  of  Shifting  Ballast  with  all  the 
ardour  of  a  young  aspirant  to  fiune;  but  vehement  decbmation,  and 
harsh  names  will  not  carry  conviction,  or  eradicate  the  evil.  Although 
giving  him  credit  for  his  intentions  we  prefer  the  remarks  of  "  M.?.**  in 
the  April  number,  who  writes  with  candour.  He  is  evidently  a  yachting 
man,  and  explains  very  fairly  the  utility  of  shifting  in  some  craft,  but 
as  a  general  rule  he  says  "  I  beg  to  state  that  I  by  no  means  advocate 
trimming  ballast."  If  it  is  necessary  to  the  '<  beamy  craft'\  as  many 
suppose,  why  it  must  be  allowed  to  all  whether  *'  lean-ribbed**  or  not. 

We  condemn  the  system  of  sealing  down  to  prevent  the  practice, 
but  we  do  not  endeavour  to  provide  a  remedy — by  a  dispassionate  view  of 
the  subject  we  may  arrive  at  conclusions  which  will  be  advocated  by 
those  interested.  In  the  first  place  we  ask,  is  it  fair  to  (Suppose  that  no 
shifting  of  any  description  of  ballast  takes  place  in  a  match  where  it  is 
prohibited.  *<0h!  that's  impossible,  the  ballast  is  sealed  downP'  granted; 
but  we  would  ask  any  racing  man  whether  it  is  not  practicable  to  shift 
ballast  even  when  it  is  sealed  dawn.  This  supposition  many  may  think 
absurd  ;  but  the  initiated  well  know  that  it  can  be  done.  We  do  not 
mean  to  assert  that  it  is  a  common  practice,  but  let  any  man  who  under- 
stands  the  stability  of  a  yacht  watch  her  closely,  and  then  turn  over  in 
his  own  mmd  whether  she  can  stand  under  the  pressure  of  canvas  that 
is  on  her  when  in  certain  positions;  whether  he  can  recondle  his  mind  to 
the  fact  that,  she  b  complying  strictly  to  the  rule  laid  down  **  no  shift- 
ing of  ballast  allowed**.  How  such  a  man  will  smile  at  the  innocence 
of  the  Sailing  Committee  who  promulgated  such  a  law.  He  well  knows 
from  experience  what  is  going  forward  ;  he  knows  there  are  a  '^thousand 
and  one"  ways  of  evading  that  law  without  fear  of  detection. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  Shifting  Ballast  is  a  bad  practice  and  ought 
under  every  circumstance  to  be  scouted. — How  is  it  to  be  prevented  is 
die  next  question?— not  by  sealing  down  certainly;  for  we  hold  that  tc 
unjust  to  the  fair  sailer.  Many  men  enter  their  vessels  to  win  by  Ic 
timate  means,  and  sealing  down  is  to  them  unjust ;  for  instance  sup{ 
a  yacht  of  this  description  comes  in  first— and  is  hailed  the  winnc 
the  priae,-»the  authorities  proceed  on  board,  and  find  the  seals  destro} 
or  at  least  broken  $— can  they  honestly  accuse  the  crew  of  wUfidfy  dwav 
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ing  those  seals?  may  not  an  accident  have  caused  it?  Is  it  not  possible 
that  during  a  race  of  five  or  six  hours,  some  trifle  has  not  caused  the 
mishap?  Yet  what  is  the  result,  the  owner  is  mulcted  of  his  pruEe, 
besides  being  branded  with  a  direct  fraud. 

Now  in  our  estimation  the  most  consistent  mode  is  to  place  on  board 
each  yadit  a  person  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  usages  of  yacht 
racing,  who  shall  report  to  the  Sailing  Committee  at  the  finish  of  the 
matchy  ihaty  to  his  knowledge  no  shifting  of  ballast  did  take  place,  and 
then  the  prize  will  be  awarded  to  the  successful  yacht  without  any  doubt 
remaining.  We  know  a  gentleman  who  was  engaged  by  the  owner  of 
a  yacht  to  sail  her  in  a  match.  On  his  repairing  on  board  he  was  aston- 
ished to  find  the  crew  prepared  to  violate  the  law,  he  refused  to  stay 
unless  they  would  forego  their  intention ;  the  crew  demurred,  they  were 
ambitious  to  win,  and  it  was  only  settled  by  his  declaring  that  if  they 
attempted  to  assist  the  vessel  by  any  act  helowy — and  she  should  win, 
he  would  denounce  them,  and  they  would  only  have  a  cruize  for  their 
pains.  This  determination  was  unanswerable,  the  crew  promised  obe- 
dience to  his  commands,  and  the  result  was  the  yacht  won  the  prize  by 
lair  tactics  only. 

We  merely  mention  this  to  show  that,  however,  honourable  an  owner 
may  be,  it  is  just  possible  (not  being  on  board  himself)  for  his  £ur  hme 
to  be  sullied  by  an  over  anxious  crew.  For  no  one  would  believe  his 
crew  would  so  act  without  orders. 

We  believe  in  a  match  last  summer  such  a  system  as  we  propose  was 
acted  on,  and  a  great  outcry  was  raised  about  it,  but  why  we  cannot 
imagine  ;  for  is  it  not  better  to  have  a  person  on  board  to  witness  the 
proceedings  than  to  vrin  by  a  doubt. 

Tacht  racing  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  speed, 
without  having  recourse  to  covert  acts  wliich  tend  to  destroy  the  craft, 
and  soon  render  her  unfit  for  service*  The  present  class  of  dippera  are 
Imilt  for  speed  alone,  and  during  their  successful  tourney  their  ownen 
are  satisfied;  but  when,  from  the  straining  they  have  undergone,  they 
become  crank  and  unseaworthy,  recourse  is  had  to  tiie  builder ;  they 
are  patched  up  again,  but  for  a  short  period  only.  Now  comes  the  tale; 
who  will  buy  them?  what  are  they  fit  for?    Not  for  trading  nor  for  any 

Fill  purpose  as  seaworthy  craft.      They  must  therefore  be  broken  up, 

1  thus  ends  afker  a  brief  career  these  vaimted  clippers,  at  an  immense 

rifice  to  their  owners. 

n  a  great  measure  Shifting  of  Ballast  tends  greatiy  to  the  deteriora- 
i  of  the  vessel,  and  all  ownen  who  would  save  their  pockets  will 
countenance  the  system,  and  adopt  one  which  will  work  well,  if  fairly 
<      ^ed  out. 
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MY  CRADLE  BOAT. 

BT   TOMIIT  BLUFTBOW* 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Thb  Kitty  being  launched,  rigged,   and  fitted  for  sea  I  had  taken  no 
ordinary  pains  in  selecting  two  of  the  best  men  I  could  get  to  man 
her.    I  considered  it  a  highljr  important  step  that  she  should  be  mauued 
by  good,  active,  daring  £b11ows  :   and  I  took  particular  pains  to  en« 
quire  into  the  character  of  each,  that  the  new  yacht  might  not  share 
the  fate  of  the  old  one.    My  captiun's  name  was  Dick  Evers ;  a  man 
about  30  years  of  age,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  match  sailing  on 
the  Thames  and  elsewhere,  and  who  was  also  well  acquainted  with  the 
coast :  he  was  a  short  thick  set  man,  with  a  bold  and  manly  countenance, 
I  had  often  seen  Dick  at  the  helm  of  the  leading  yacht  in  a  sailing 
match,  and  had  fSrequently  noticed  the  skilful  and  masterly  manner  in 
which  he  sailed  and  manoeuvred  amongst  his  opponents.     I  had  also 
seen  him  set  a  gaff-top-sail  quicker  than  any  man  in  the  match;  and 
perform  other  acts  of  seamanship  worthy  the  notice  of  the  most  disin- 
terested  spectator.     Such  was  the  man  I  engaged  as  captain  of  the 
Kitty:  many  of  my  friends  told  me  an  ordinary  seaman  would  have 
suited  me  just  as  well;  because,  during  a  match  I  always  took  the  helm 
myself.     And  probably  there  was  good  reason  for  such  an  assertion,  but 
still  with  such  an  one  at  my  elbow,  I  was  far  more  confident  in  extremes 
and  difficulties  than  with  two  or  three  less  experienced.     It  is  a  great 
consolation  to  have  a  man  competent  to  take  the  helm  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances  of  match  sailing;  even  though  the  yachtsman  may 
be  ever  so  experienced  himself;  and  I  can  truly  say  I  never  regretted 
taking  Dick  Evers  into  my  service;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  always  fomid 
him  a  great  reference  and  authority  under  difficulties;  and  I  felt  my 
con^denoe  and  courage  iron  bound  whilst  he  was  with  me  on  deck. 
My  other  new  hand  was  John  Lester,  a  seaman  from  the  Marquia  of 
Anglesey's  yacht  Pearl.     Lester  was  a  fine,  handsome  looldng  youQg 
sailor,  twenty-two  years  of  age.     J  had  an  excellent  character  with  b^**v 
ftnd  he  appeared  the  identical  man  for  match  sailing. 

Having  completed  my  crew  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  t 
a  few  days'  excursion,  I  hoisted  Kitty's  burgee  at  the  mast-head;  i  i 
under  a  sunny  sky  and  gentle  breeze,  set  out  on  our  first  cruize.  £  b 
Hart  was  lying-to  for  us  a  fow  miles  down  the  river. 

It  was  quite  understood  between  us  that  we  were  to  keep  together    s 
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well  M  we  ^ottld  during  ^he  cnuBe^  regardleas  of  raobg  or  sailing  ofio 
against  the  othelr :  nwAet  yacbt  wae  supposed  to  be  in  Unnf  and  w^ 
thefefore  determined  on  changing  our  ballast  fore  and  aft»  wtil  the  px?o- 
per  bearings  were  oorreetly  asoertained.  After  eight  boors  suling  wie 
brooght  up  in  the  harbour  of  a  small  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  river} 
intending  next  day  to  try  our  vessels  outside^  just  to  disoover  what 
sort  of  seagdng  qualities  they  posBOSSsd;  so  leaving  the  yachts  in  cha^rga 
of  our  men,  we  repaired  to  tiie  best  inn  we  oonld  find;  wheM  we  made 
ourselves  as  comfortable  as  we  could,  and  sat  talking  over  our  adven*- 
Unes  and  future  intentions  until  a  late  hour.  After  bveaktast  next  morn- 
ing we  'joined  siup/'  and  Set  sail}  the  wind  still  lights  but  the  sky  some- 
what cloudy. 

**We  shaU  have  a  brseie  before  the  day  is  gone,  Sir,**  said  Captain 
£vefls» 

*^61ad  to  hsar  you  say  so^''  I  rspUed.  Half  an  hour's  sailing  <»Eried 
OS  clear  of  the  harbour;  and  the  Fanny  and  Kitty  for  Ae  first  time 
soused  their  hulls  in  the  salt  sea  waves.  We  were  each  carrying  a  whole 
main-sail,  fore-sail  and  second  jib,  when  CSaptain  Evevs  drew  my  atten- 
tion to  some  white  scud  two  or  three  miles  to  windward. 

**  Down  with  a  pair  of  reefs  lads!"'  I  instantly  shouted,  <*  Shift  jib, 
and  be  as  smart  as  you  can!*' 

I  turned  my  eye  in  the  direction  of  my  friend,  and  found  he  had 
observed  the  approaching  squall,  and  was  preparing  for  it.  We  had  both 
taken  the  precaution  of  houring  our  topmasts  before  leaving  the  harbour; 
and  with  fore-sails  run  down,  and  good  way  on  our  tiny  vessels,  kissed 
the  squall  as  it  bore  heavily  upon  us. 

One  ltz£^  and  a  shake  of  our  canvas,  and  we  pressed  boldly  on  our 
littb  dippers.  Tbe  wind  had  now  settled  down  iiito  a  strong  unsteady 
bseese,  causing  a  tumbling  sea,  and  sousing  our  decks  with  buckets  of 
spray.  For  three  hours  we  fought  a  battle  with  wind  and  waves,  at 
■ea :  and  having  all  the  time  been  beatmg  to  windward,  1  signalled  to 
my  friend  Hart  that  it  was  time  to  bear  up  and  run  for  the  harbour. 

It  would  be  un&ir  at  this  stage  of  my  tale,  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 

the  sailing  qualities  of  either  yacht ;  neither  of  which  were  as  yet  sup- 

I       posed  to  be  in  proper  trim  ;  besides  which,  new  rigging  and  ropes  had 

become  so  slack  and  stretched,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  yai^ts  to 

do  as  muchasnught  be  expected  from  them  when  in  better  trim  :  I  will 

aherefotv  now  only  add  that  there  appeared  but  very  very  little  differ- 

1       Mioe  in  their  speed,  either  in  a  sea-way  or  smooth  water. 

[  That  af^rnoon  we  cast  anchor  in  a  large  harbour,  beneath  the  sfaadcmr 

I       oC  a  casde  wall ;    and  as  on  the  day  previously,  my  friend  joined  me 
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asfaofe,  and  we  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  together :  akhoagh  I  had  not 
quite  80  mmh  of  my  friend's  oonvenMiiion  ai  fortnerly,  beoame  it  wae  at 
this  town  that  the  real,  living^  Fanny  resided ;  and  where  and  when 
Hart  had  the  pleasare  as  he  said  "  of  introducing  me  to  the  young  lady 
I  had  so  frequently  heard  him  speak  of." 

Miss  Fanny  Evans  was  a  pretty,  and  highly  interesting  looking  giri: 
▼wy  cheerful  and  apparently  cordial-hearted,  and -acoomplidbed.  She 
was  iiie  only  daughter  of  a  wealthy  retired  Ship-owner,  who  was  resting 
his  gouty  leg.  on  a  stool  near  the  fire  :  he  looked  fierce  and  revengeful 
whenever  any  one  approached  near  his  foot ;  but  chatted  good-naturedly 
to  all  who  kept  at  a  respectful  distance  from  him. 

**  And  do  you  not  think  you  have  been  too  venturesome  to-day  with 
your  new  yacht,  Mr.  Bluffbow?"  enquired  the  young  lady. 

"  We  have  certainly  gone  as  frr  as  prudence  permitted^'*  I  replied, 
"  but  I  do  not  tiiink  we  have  at  any  moment  endsi^^ered*  our  lives,  or 
risked  the  safety  of  the  yachts.'^ 

'*  I  am  afraid  you  are  both  of  you  too  courageous  in  venturing  ao  frr 
wiih  such  small  vessels.  I  saw  none  so  small  as  the  Kitty  and  Fanny 
at  sea  to-day." 

**  And  pray  when  are  we  to  be  honoured  with  your  presence  aboard 
the  yachts,  Miss  Evans  ?"  I  enquired. 

**  Oh,  I  will  sail  with  you  one  day  ere  long,"  she  replied;  "but  pray  who 
is  the  young  lady  you  have  named  your  yacht  afiter,  Mr.  Bluff  bow  ?  *' 

**  Well  really,  Miss  Evans,  it  is  a  mere  whim  of  mine,"  I  replied  with 
some  little  confusion.  ''The  fact  is  my  friend  Hart  told  me  he  sAiould 
name  his  yacht  after  some  pretty  girl         " 

<<  I  beg  you  will  lavish  no  nonsense  or  flattery  upon  me,  Sir,"  said  the 
lady  with  a  sterner  look  than  I  had  yet  seen  on  her  fruse. 

*<  I  intended  no  flattery.  Miss  Evans,"  I  re{died,  '^I  was  merely  repeat- 
ing what  Mr.  Hart  said." 

<<0h,  yes,  it's  quite  correct,"  said  Hart,  *' that's  the  reason  why  I 
named  my  boat  the  Fanny,  and  my  friend  Bluffbow  was  mov«d  fay 
similar  inspirations." 

I  was  very  glad  Hart  came  to  my  rescue  at  that  moment  of  diflBeolty, 
and  for  the  first  time  I  began  to  wish  I  had  not  named  my  boat  aftsr 
the  pretty  little  Kitty. 

Two  days  more  were  spent  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  previous  ones^ 
we  cruised  about  during  the  day  ;  sometimes  at  sea,  and  sometimes  in 
the  river  :  but  every  evening  I  accompanied  my  friend  from  the  model- 
Fanny  to  the  living-Fanny. 

We  had  determined  on  not  sailing  a  private  match,  but  waiting  Cor 
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•  piddio  000  }  whm  wa  oould  enter  in  oonqMiiy  widi  othen  and  sail 
bfl&nre  (becjeeofthe  yadilbgwoiid  in  the  £tur-&med  matches  of  the 
Thamei. 

Early  m  the  month  of  Uay>  a  distmgauhed  tailing  match  waa  fixed 
to  oome  off  at  Erith,  for  a  Cnp^  valued  Twenty  guineas ;  and  to  that 
unportant  locality  my  friend  Hart  accompanied  me  a  few  days  before 
tbe  ngatta.  We  were  vexy  cordially  received  by  die  Committee  and 
Kuuigers  oi  the  Tacht  Cliib^  andj^nnmeroos  drole  of  gentlemanly 
yaohtomcD.  Hart  had  never  before  been  on  the  Thames ;  andhe  had  some 
Bngivings  as  to  his  skill  in  sailiiig  a  match  amongst  so  many  crack 
yachtomeo  ;  bat  he  was  considerably  consoled  by  my  assurance  that  he 
was  88  good  a  sailor,  and  as  experienced  a  yachteman  as  any  he  would 
^■MXMmter  tiiere.  The  great  thing  was  to  secure  a  good  honest  pilot  for 
ttcb  yacht  I  thought  it  advisable  to  g^  underway  two  or  three  times 
I'ebre  the  regatta  day,  that  Hart  might  become  accustomed  to  Thames 
nifing,  and  gain  confidence  in  his  yacht  Several  London  boats  cruised 
with  ofl,  some  of  which  we  knew  to  be  entered  for  the  race  $  and— *'  If 
two  sad  two  make  four,"  said  Captain  Evera,*'  they  did  their  best ;  and 
'^to,  baik  the  countiy  yachts  can  beat  them.^ 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  was  heard  ashore  as  to  the  two  new  countiy 
<%rerB,  which  aome  remarked  '^looked  uncommon  likely  ones."  OiherB 
•Md  ^<  A  country  erew  can  never  do  anything  with  a  Thames  crew." 

''Hold  your  stofl^^  said  an  old  sailor  turning  his  quid^  '^  They  are  all 
P>eked  men  aboard  dioae  little  yadits  ;  and  the  ciqptain  of  the  Kitty  is 
iM)  other  than  Jack  Evers,  a  man  bred  and  bom  in  a  Thames  cutter 
yacht* 

''  If  Jack  Evers  be  aboard  that  little  craft,  TUbet  six  to  one  on  her ;" 
laid  s  bystander." 

"  rU  take  ye,'*  said  the  skipper  of  one  of  the  Thames  yachts. 

"Then  book  the  bet»"  said  the  saikr. 

''Jack  Evers  is  not  going  to  sail  my  yacht,"  said  I,  having  overheard 
die  conversation  and  the  bet  '<  I  shall  be  at  the  helm  myself,  but 
Captain  £v«rs  will  be  dose  at  my  elbow." 

''I  wish  yon  had  told  me  that  before,  sir,*'  said  the  skipper  who  had 
90  eagerly  snipped  at  the  bet 

^  Then  yon  have  no  feith  in  my  aeamanship  ? ''  I  enquired. 

"  Well,  air,  you  may  be  as  good  a  sailor  as  ever  graaped  a  tiller :  and 
a*  &r  as  appearances  go  I  should  guess  you  are ;  still  I  don't  know  you: 
ittt  I  do  Captain  Evers.  I  like  the  appearance  of  your  little  yacht  In 
&ct  both  the  country  yachts  in  my  opinion  will  be  close  upon  the  town 
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**  W91  you  back  the  ttm  Tluunefl  pcKt»  thai  ttr«  to  fliui  to-nomw 
fl^inftt  the  two  country  mm,**  and  the  oM  aailory  Who  hid  made  the 
previous  bet 

**i  win,*  said  the  sidpper. 

**  Then  III  take  you  in  tens  ijr  fives  wfaichev^  yoo  liko,^  said  the 
sailot. 

*^  Oh,  singled  will  be  heavy  enough  for  my  pat^^  said  the  skipper. 

**  Yery  well  then,  111  book  the  bet  in  einglee,^  was  iitB  rsply. 
'    Such  is  a  sample  of  the  betting  conversation  overheard  on  the  evening 
before  the  match :  and  I  was  afterwards  mfbrmed  Aere  were  seveial 
heavy  bets  made  in  the  Chib  room  at  the  same  time,  by  the  ledB^ 
n^embefs  of  the  yacht  club. 

I  shall  never  fbrget  the  excitement  on  the  morning  of  the  maleh. 
Every  one  was  in  good  spiriis  and  foM  of  enthusiasm.  The  day  waa  all 
that  could  be  desired  ;  a  strong  steady  easterly  wii^  and  a  anany  sky. 

**  Well,  Hart,  how  are  you  this  morning,  old  feUow  ?  Is  the  Cup  to 
be  yours  or 'mine  *?  I  enquiredA 

^  Well,  old  boy,  I  begin  to  think  it  belongs  to  <me  of  us.  I  hav«  not 
so  high  an  opinion  of  these  London  cracks  as  I  had  at  first  sight  I  am 
determined  to  make  an  effort,  and  must  eottfess  I  eonttder  you  by  fiur 
tAj  most  formidable  rival." 

'*  As  to  that  Hart,"  I  replied,  ''  we  are  so  evenly  babmoed  tiiat  I  «an 
only  I00&  on  yon  as  a  terrible  rival,  and  shall  be  much  surprised  if  I  come 
in  first :  but  I  shall  be  more  surprised  if  one  of  these  Loodonera  as 
first* 

Shaking  my  companion  by  the  hand  I  left  him,  and  repaired  aboatd 
my  own  craft.  When  just  as  I  passed  by  the  Oommtttee  vessel  a  yrcAoe 
shouted  to  me  <<  Do  your  best,  Mr.  Bluffbow,  Fve  a  heavy  sti^  pendtog 
on  you.** 

What  an  anxious  moment  waft  that  when  eveiy  man  aboaid  ike  nx 
bttle  clippers  stood,  rop^  in  hand,  eagerly  waHching  for  the  smoke  from 
the  muzzle  of  the  gun  which  was  to  signal  them  to  start 

What  a  noise  and  bustle  followed :  what  cheering,  faaUoingv  and  ecx* 
citement,  as  the  little  craft.threaded  their  way  amidet  hair-lffeadth  eecapes 
of  bowsprits,  booms,  and  bobstays.  Luckily  no  aoeidettt,  or  fouliiig 
took  place :  all  gdt  liiway  cleftr,  and  No.  I,  London  yaebt  took  the  lead, 
fanny  second,  Kitty  third  :  and  thus  they  contSsned  Ipr  the  first  £ve 
minutes  on  a  reaching  wind ;  but  ^firec^y  we  hauled  o«r  wiad  Mm 
Fanny  placed  herself  first ;  and  in  three  tacks  Miss  Kitty  did/exaedj  as 
I  "wished  her,  and  placed  herself  second.  **  Oood'^bye,  Londblian***  said 
I  to  myself,  <<  yon  will  not  overtake  us  again  during  the  rac4  unleaa  we 
meet  with  some  accident." 
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i  WW  pot  on  my  bMt  and  redooUad  coertkna  to  pas  Ay  iemble 
ml:  tiuik  tfio^e  ezertioaa  weie  aomawbat  aaccepsful  may  be  leadily  aop* 
posed  from  the  iiiiot  of  my  having  00  far  gained  opon  the  Faony  as  to  go 
tack  and  taok  with  her^  and  every  time  we  pnt  abouti  the  most  ounaing 
nuBKBOvre  I  ootdd  oontrive  waa  detected  by  my  country  friend,  and  by 
DO  art  or  ainlagem  ooold  I  pais  him.  Bot  oar  manoauvriog^  (ai  is  too 
oAea  the  ease)  waa  pfodvetive  of  bad  effbeta  :  for  wfailat  bauUdng  eaeb 
ottei^s  efibrta  we  leat  gyoand,  the  LondoneBS  were  coming  vp  with 
whaod  ever  hand*  Hart  tumedbia  head  andaaw  the  evil  ol  the  trick: 
ba  than  bore  alightly  away  finr  an  inatant,  and  we  luffed  aoroaa  hb  weather 
baam  and  took  the  lead.  Thia  waa  extremdy  judieiouB  on  the  part  of 
lay  friend,  for  he  well  knew  that  in  a  fiiw  more  tacka  we  ahouM  again 
fad  a  reaohing  wind,  when  the  extra  length  of  hb  yacht  would  tell  in 
hh&vor,  and  he  might  again  expect  to  regain  hia  poaition. 

"Bare  we  aet  a  top^aail  Captani,*'?  I  enqnimdof  Captain  Even,  aa  we 
were  rapidly  'approadnng  the  aide-wind  reaeh. 

"  Certainly,  Sir,  it  aball  be  up  in  an  inatant  when  we  round  the  point: 
tat  although  we  aball  not  require  it  more  than  five  minutee,  it  will  keep 
00  well  up  to  the  mark.'* 

*'  Like  lightning  Captain  Evers  run  up  the  top-aail  at  the  critical 
ouMnent  of  rounding  the  point  I  slightly  eased  off  the  mam  and  jib- 
dieeta :  and  before  Hart  had  time  to  think  about  hia  top-sail,  we  were 
through  the  Beadi,  and  still  maintained  a  leading  position. 

Hart  had  thought  peeper  to  go  through  it  without  setting  a  top-aail, 
daeidedly  a  wrong  notion;  and  by  which  we  gained  sufficient  to  peril  hia 
ohaaoe  of  winning  during  the  remainder  of  the  race.  Tack  attex  tsudk 
was  now  diaouaaed,and  every  inch  oonteated  with  determined  effort:  atill 
tiia  Kitty  waa  the  leading  yacht  on  rounding  the  flag-boat  And  now 
came  a  despente  atruggle,  we  must  aet  our  largeat  top-aail,  at  the  risk 
of  carrying  away  the  top-maat  or  Hart  will  pass  ua.  It  made  me  shud- 
der aa  ahe  ftlt  the  first  preaanre  of  the  wind»  the  top-maat  quivering  and 
bending  to  ita  dureatening  power. 

''  Down  with  it  I  down  top-eail  this  instant  I''  I  exclaimed,  for  I  saw 
too  eleaiiy  the  perilous  poettion  of  my  top-mast  This  waa  almost  a 
&tal  error:  and  before «  amaUer  top-sail  oould  be  s^t.  Hart  was  under 
<tt  lee  quwter  with  a  wet  sheet  and  a  flooring  sail,  and  an  exceedingly 
oaatiooa  looking  top-aail.  Hart^a  boat  was  evidently  the  faatar  of  the 
tifo  widi  the  wind  abeam,  altboogh  for  aeyeral  milea  we  ran  side  by  side- 
h  waa  now  deariy  a  mere  toaa  aa  to  which  would  win.  The  whole  ex- 
citement and  attraction  of  the  match  lay  between  the  two  new  country 
hoata,  the  town  boata  being  conaiderably  aatem. 
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Dame  Forlmie  ftppened  dispoied  to  smile  piomisiiiglj  upon  ne»  m  a 
fiiYoured  bveaie  gave  me  a  beautiiiil  lift,  and  I  ehoC  a  fbU  length  ahead 
of  my  rival,  another  ahort  bit  of  railiDg  doae-hanled  gave  me  a  further 
drag:  and  I  was  two  full  lengtha  ahead  when  the  station  boat  hove  in 
sight  I  then  felt  the  oup  almost  witiiin  my  gnsp.  Ths  sheets  were 
eased  oS  again  for  the  last  time;  when  one  of  those  well-known  cnnents 
of  wind»  so  prevalent  in  the  Thames,  greeted  my  fieiend's  little  yad^ 
and  he  came  running  up  rapidly  on  my  weather  quarter,  whUst  I  fidt 
not  that  favoured  current,  but  was  ploughing  steadily  along.  Bad  that 
&noiful  breese  continued  half  a  minute  longer  in  my  fneMTs  sails,  he 
must  and  would  have  passed  me,  but  it  only  brought  him  to  my  aid^ 
and  left  him  with  the  same  steady  wind  that  filled  my  sails;  and  Miss 
Kitty  contrived  to  pass  her  bow^rit  in  ftont  of  the  Umpire's  vessel,  joal 
six  feet  in  advance  of  the  Fanny  I  the  first  London  yacht  comiiig  io 
deven  minutes  later ;  and  thus,  amidst  a  tremendous  burst  of  loud  and 
prolonged  cheering,  I  won  my  first  priae  on  the  river  Thames. 


YACHTING  IN  JUNE. 

**T«t  here,  LaerteBl  ftboerd,  aboard,  for  shame; 
The  wind  site  in  the  ibooldtr  of  jonr  Mil, 
And  joa  are  staid  ftr."— SKAun4Ui 

JoNEis  the  month  when  every  yachtsman  and  boating  man  in  the  king* 
dom  unfurls  his  canvas  to  the  sunny  skies  and  summer  gales  that  sweep 
the  hills  and  valleys  of  Old  England,  and  &n  the  trees  that  adorn  the 
richest  and  most  f^ile  lands.  The  veiy  breeae  that  reveb  in  such  nade 
encounters,  and  skips  firom  hill  to  hill  and  shore  to  slxne,  is  gladly  wel* 
corned  by  the  yaohtsman,  as  it  lifts  the  gentle  waves  and  hurls  tibe  Boaan 
across  the  deep  blue  sea  to  dash  it  playfully  along  the  pebUy  beach. 

Let  the  £ur  songstress^warble  forth  in  all  her  sweetest  sounds.  *'Oh ! 
diarming  May!"  but  the  yachtsman  will  respond  with  all  due  deforenee 
to  the  ^  fiiiry  of  the  glen,"  and  say  **  Oh  !  June,  mwry,  menry  JuneP 

It  is  of  all  months  in  the  year  that  in  which  boating  and  yaditing 
may  be  indulged  in  with  real  pleasore  and  delight :  the'sun  is  aeldoai 
too  hot,  nor  ihe  wind  too  heavy  to  suit  the  most  fisstidious  sailor;  bat 
throughout  the  month,  meny  summer  breeaes  are  expected,  and  invariaJbly 
fisvour  the  lovers  and  admirers  of  aquatic  spoits.  Some  of  the  besa 
sailing  matches  of  the  season  generally  come  off  during  this  favoured 
month :  for  then  it  is  seldom  diat  yaditsmen  encounter  that  total  mar 
to  their  sport— «  dead  calm. 

The  crack  match  of  the  month  is  the  B.T.Y.G.  sefaooner  match  for  m 
priae  of  the  value  of  lOCXguineas,  to  be  sailed  on  the  14th,  a  time  raoe» 
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of  a  quarter  minute  per  ton.  It  ia  now  three  yean  rinoe  ihe  members 
of  the  R.T.T.  Club  first  established  a  schooner  matdi  on  the  Hiames. 
The  prise  in  that  year  (1858)  was  awarded  to  the  Rosalind  ;  although 
the  Srerige  arriyed  at  the  winning  goal  a  few  seconds  ahead,  and  would 
have  been  entided  to  Uie  prize  had  she  not  incautiously  fouled  the  Violet, 
aad  by  that  means  forfSsited  her  claim. 

The  following  year  (1864)  no  mateh  could  be  made,  although  a  prise 
was  offered,  as  on  the  previous  year,  the  great  objection  being  that  no 
time  was  allowed  for  difierence  of  tonnage :  a  circumstenoe  whidi  ought 
at  ODce  to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the  members  of  that  dnb^  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  advertising  a  schooner  matoh  without  allowance  of  time 
for  tonnage.  We  have  schooners  of  sites,  as  various  as  cutters  ;  tiiere- 
fioie  why  deprive  them  of  their  just  due  in  a  sailing  matoh,  and  dass 
vessels  of  200  tons  with  those  of  60  tons. 

Notwithstanding  the  firilure  of  the  mateh  in  1854,  we  agam  find  the 
Thames  Yacht  Club  putting  fbrtii  an  announcement  in  1855  of  their 
anmial  schooner  match  coming  off  under  the  M  rules  of  no  time  fat 
Hffennet  cf  iannage,  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  two  gentiemen 
with  schooners  of  59  and  70  tons  actually  had  the  temerity  to  enter 
them  agamst  a  celebrated  clipper  schooner  of  175  tons  upon  equal  terms. 
It  really  appeared  so  much  like  the  dd  fable  of  the  race  between  the 
hare  and  tortoise  that  we  could  only  smile  at  such  a  mateh,  and  saw  no 
jdeasure  or  ezeitoment  in  it.  The  Shark  175  tons  (as  every  one  pre-* 
dieted)  won  the  prise.  But,  let  us  ask,  with  what  credit?  Much  as  we 
admire  sailing  matehes^  and  boat  races,  and  in  fiiot  aquatic  contests  of 
ail  kinds,  we  cannot  applaud  a  giant  for  thrashing  a  dwarf,  nor  a  Cochin 
dona  game-cock  for  putting  hort  de  combat  a  tiny  bantam.  We  have 
aU  along,  said — *'  handicap  your  sdiooners,  and  you  will  make  a  good 
race  of  it ;  but  whilst  schooners  are  to  sail  upon  such  unfair  terms,  there 
will  never  be  a  mateh  worthy  of  record  in  the  annals  of  yachting.'' 

This  year  (glory  be  to  the  man  who  proposed  it,)  the  Thames 
schooner  mateh  is  to  be  sailed  on  fiiir  and  equiteble  terms;  and  a  quar- 
ter of  aminute  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  We  shall  now 
see  if  the  huge  Shark,  whose  4iapaeious  jaws  have  snapped  at  and  en- 
g^hed  several  £100  prises,  will  come  forward  on  the  watery  stagey  and 
challenge  her  old  opponento  to  a  battie  on  terms  of  fBimess  and  impar- 
tiality. But  we  intend  no  disparagement  to  the  Shaik:,  or  her  owner: 
that  yadit  was  sailed  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  rules  lud  down  by 
the  regatte  committees,  and  the  announcements  put  forth  in  their  adver- 
tisemente.  The  blame,  if  blame  is  due,  must  be  attached  to  those  indi- 
ridnab  who  proposed  and  carried  out  that  arrangement 
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The  mateh  this  year  u  to  oome  oflp  on  the  14th  intt,  and  the 
doee  on  the  5tfa:  already  the  judidousneas  of  the  new  arrangement  may 
he  seen;  (or  eereral  yachti  ha^e  entered  that  would  not  have  done  so  had 
it  not  been  a  tune  race.  There  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  it  wiU  be 
one  of  the  best  schooner  matches  ever  sailed.  Indeedi  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  should  there  be  a  spanking  breese,  it  will  be  aa 
well  contested,  and  as  fiill  of  exoitemenl  as  a  first  class  cutter  match. 
There  are  two  or  three  well  known  little  sdKMners,  real  cracks  of  their 
class;  which»  for  the  aforenamed  reasons,  have  been  deterred  from  enter- 
ing in  matches  in  wfaicK  they  would  have  shown  many  a  veteran  yadbts* 
man  that  speed  may  be  obtained  from  a  schooner  of  50  or  60  tons 
with  as  much  certainty  as  from  one  of  four  w  five  times  tiiat  tonnage. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Yioe-Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Harwich  Yacht  Club  has  entered  his  beautiful  little  vessel,  the  Aqdliae^ 
55  tons.  Little  is  known  of  the  real  merits  of  that  vessel;  and  her 
poblic  performances  have  been  very  few:  she  was  built  in  ISSZ  by  Har- 
vey of  Ipswich,  and  is  as  per&ct  a  model  as  the  eye  can  desire  to  rest 
upon:  she  is  but  moderately  sparred,  and  has  scarcely  aufieient  oanvaa 
for  radng. 

Several  yachtsmen  have  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Elisabeth  sdbooner 
of  75  tons,  shodd  enter  for  this  match,  her  performances  hating  been 
extremely  satisfactory:  should  she  enter  the  contest,  and  be  as  well  sailed 
as  on  former  occasions,  there  is  no  doubt  she  will  be  amongst  the  leading 
yachts  during  the  match.  But  it  is  difficult  to  decide  on  the  figivoiixtte 
until  the  entries  are  completed:  our  readers  must  therefore  not  depend 
too  much  on  our  present  prognostications. 

With  these  fow  remarks  we  will  take  our  leave  of  the  approaohing 
schooner  match,  trusting  that  the  highest  anticipations  of  those  who  are 
looking  forward  with  interest  to  its  attractions  may  be  fuUy  realized  i 
and  that  the  schooner  matches  of  1856  may  not  be  the  miserable  exhibi- 
tions of  aquatic  foilnres,  which  it  was  our  pain  to  witness  last  year. 

Now  that  we  have  had  our  Naval  Review,  our  fireworks,  and  iUuniina* 
tions,  the  peace  rejoicings  are  well  nigh  at  an  end ;  and  the  dash  of 
swords  is  now  no  more  heard  throughout  the  land.  I^t  as  therefore  revel 
in  these  returning  days  of  tranquillity,  and  welcome  back  the  heroes  from 
the  battle-field  with  good  old  English  sfwrts,  sndi  aa  in  days  gone  by  *t 
was  our  wont  to  do,  when 

**  As  they  caught  the  sounds  on  air, 
They  echoed  back  the  hymn, 
The  Islanders,  ui  joyous  mood, 
Rushed  emulouslj  through  the  flood, 
To  hale  the  bark  to  land." 


I 
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BY  CAPTAUr  K.  B.  H  ABTI9. 


PART  I. 

In  reTiewing  the  past^  we  hope  to  elicit  enqoiryy  persnaded  as  we  are 
from  our  own  experience,  in  onr  own  particular  locality,  that  great 
mistakes  have  been  made  in  the  records  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  by  inatten- 
tbn  to  geological  changes.  These  changes  are  slowly,  but  surely 
marching  on,  and  what  are  we  to  anticipate  for  the  future.  In  the  year 
1838  I  published  a  pamphlet,  ''  On  the  necessity  for  harbours  of  refuge, 
and  their  proved  utility  in  that  part  of  fihe  British  Channel,  called  the 
Narrows,  carefully  selecteil  from  original  and  official  documents,  and 
addressed  to  the  merchants,  shipowners,  and  underwriters,  of  Great 
Britiun.''  We  see  no  reason  to  alter  our  opinions  therein  expressed. 
DoYcr  only  remdns  of  the  once  famed  (Snque  Ports,  and  Ramsgate 
occupies  the  place  of  the  once  favoured  ancient  port  of  Sandwich.  Its 
estuary  is  filled  up,  and  according  to  the  received  opinions  of  the  most 
eminent  engineers,  Hastings,  Romney,  Hythe,  and  the  rest,  as  harbours 
of  refuge,  are  irrevocably  gone.  Dover  can  and  will  become  to  the 
roadstead  of  Dungeness,  what  Ramsgate  is  to  the  Downs,  and  that  will 
be  a  great  point  gained.  One  more  efficient  harbour  of  refuge  between 
Dungeness  and  Spithead,  for  the  average  class  of  merchantmen,  would 
be  a  national  boon,  as  we  cannot  expect  in  the  course  of  things,  that 
wars  are  at  an  end  for  ever. 

Our  large  class  men-of-war  will  not  require  a  harbour,  they  never  did 
do  so,  but  flotillas  of  steam  gun-vessels  for  protection  against  invasion 
would,  and  they  are  most  effectual  protectors  under  such  circumstances. 
Fifty  heavy  guns  in  small  detached  vessels,  at  equal  distances  would 
have  a  fifty  gun  frigate  at  vantage,  she  being  the  radii  upon  which  all 
that  shot  would  plunge,  while  her  broadside  must  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  an  extended  line,  and  probably  much  of  its  effect  lost  in  the  inter* 
mediate  spaces  ;  they  keep  out  of  the  deep  water,  also  too  near  the 
shore  for  brining  them  to  close  quarters.  In  every  point  of  view,  it 
must  be  a  matter  of  regret  for  any  country  to  lose  its  available  harbours. 
The  south-east  coast  of  England  has  great  natural  advantages  for  the 
constructing  of  harbours  over  the  opposite  shores  of  France  and  Belgium, 
and  it  would  be  a  national  sin  to  neglect  it.  What  may  be  done,  it  is 
the  province  of  the  engineer  to  determine.  What  has  been  done  in  one 
solitary  instance  upon  our  coast,  it  was  the  object  of  the  before  mentioned 
pamphlet  to  shew. 
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When  the  Tkadhioiis  woe  prepared  €or  Aa  aiaoMBifint  of  bksak, 
there  was  no  dene  that  they  should  appear  m  prints  as  they  did  m 
1832,  and  as  suggested  by  several  menobefs  of  die  Antiqaaiian  Society 
at  the  mvesiigatioii  of  my  kind  ftieod,  Aeo,  the  Deputy-keeper  of  Skste 
Papers.  Since  that  time^  their  repidiiicataoQ  has  been  repeatedly  solkated 
inth  sndi  additions  as  might  present  themsehes^  and  as  timepsseesoo, 
fiesh  proob  continoally  arise  to  strengthen  my  convictioDSy  as  to  the 
gedogicd  dianges  oorrobofative  of  the  traditions  of  oar  ancestors. 

They  now  appear  a  tUrd  time  under  similar  cireinnstanoea^  andlij 
the  soHcttatioDS  of  those  who  in  the  poisidt  of  intelkictnal  amnsemsDl 
derire  to  place  the  roooarchos  of  the  geologist  and  antiquary  i^on  a  fut 
footing ;  the  one  may  be  termed  the  natural,  the  other  the  artificbl  | 
records  of  the  past 

Beneath  the  masnve  granite  of  the  obeGsk  lAich  stands  before  me, 
are  safely  deposited  in  a  g^ass  box,  hermetically  sealed,  the  finest  speci- 
mens of  gold  and  dlTer  coin%  of  the  present  age.    Should  they  be  foood 
ten  centmies  heUoe,  will  they  affirad  even  an  ontline  of  Bam^gate  at  Ae 
time  of  their  consignment  to  the  rocky  base  beneath  the  ^atfivm  of 
masonry.    Will  it  be  imagined  that  headlands  of  chalk  projected  bejonl 
its  parallel  when  it  was  erected,  i^n  which  the  crested  wave  broke  wA 
every  flood  which  lared  the  shore?  If  present  oanse  and  e£fect  continue, 
Bamsgato  then  will  have  become  a  sandy  p«pingq1fi  stretching  into  Ab 
sea  upon  a  low  flat  shore,  for  as  its  di£b  recede,  the  muddy  flats  of 
Sandwich  advance,  and  the  marsh  meadows  will  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended, its  much  admired  pier  (if  not  continually  renewed)  will  loug  *er0 
that  have  crumbled  into  dust     It  is  not  yet  a  century  ance  it  was  com- 
menced, and  in  many  parts  the  Pholas  has  honeycombed  its  fbundatiooSi 
Such  are  the  boasted  works  of  man  contrasted  with  the  enduring  monu- 
ments of  creative  wisdom,  therefore,  in  the  investigation  of  his  antiqiie 
remains  ,it  is  well  to  enquire  what  were  tiieir  past  assodations  in  t 
geological  point  of  view. 

When  Denon  discoyered  a  fertile  sdl  at  the  base  of  the  Great  Pyramid, 
many  feet  beneatii  the  desert  waste  of  sand  which  surrounded  it,  lie 
conduded  that  the  inundations  had  covered  the  whole  of  that  immcDse 
tract ;  and  many  philosophic  men  did  not  hesitote  to  believe  those 
mysterious  structures  to  be  antediluvian,  and  the  sands  wluch  .ve 
enoirded  their  base,  to  have  been  depodted  during  that  awful  catastr  ^ 
when  **  a  shoreless  ocean  tumbled  round  the  globe."  This  was  in^  ed 
vbionary,  but  it  is  one  among  many  proofs  of  tiie  uncertainty  of  h  '  Bin 
conclusions,  as  to  the  relics  of  the  past 

When  we  contemplate  recent  discoveries  in  America,  tiie  mau»       ns 
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of  thousands  to  whicb  no  due  can  be  obtained,  we  may  well  sbake  off 
all  pedantic  opinions,  as  to  the  changes  which  are  taking  place  about 
and  around  us.  We  should  humbly  compare  the  coitesponduig  features 
which  the  different  sciences  present,  in  order  to  make  up  a  whole,  and 
although  we  may  not  prove  to  demonstration,  the  opinions  we  advocate, 
we  may,  by  shewing  their  inherent  probability,  improve  our  own  mental 
capacities,  and  assist  others  in  the  development  of  their  researches,  and 
investigations. 

Is  it  not  a  matter  of  regret  that  many  highly  talented  men  in  the 
Royal  Tacht  Squadrons  do  not  contribute  from  their  journals  a  portion 
of  the  very  interesting  matter  which  many  of  them  have  recorded  while 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  other  distant  seas.  My  exploration  of  St. 
Midiael's  cavern,  Gibraltar,  when  in  the  command  of  the  Emma,  in  1823 
found  its  way  into  ^*  Fairholm's  Geology.'^ — Surely  it  was  gratifying  to 
contribute  to  the  Researehes  of  an  amiable  and  talented  individual ;  and 
who  can  be  sceptical  as  to  the  Traditional  Records  of  change  on  our  own 
coasts  who  have  had  opportunities  of  seeing  those  volcanic  regions  where 
Islands  rise  from  the  depths  and  agdn  subside,  hiding  their  burning 
crests  i^;ain  in  the  cool  waters.  Who  would  cavil  about  the  Goodwin 
Sands  having  been  once  an  island  ;  who  remembers  the  Sabrina  in  our 
own  day  ;  or  that  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  islands  were 
destroyed  in  the  German  Ocean,  when  we  may  see  the  most  astounding 
changes  taking  place  in  the  South  American  continent  yearly,  almost 
periodically  ;  or  by  a  pleasure  trip  to  that  wild  and  interesting  country, 
Norway,  look  upwards  at  ring  marks  in  the  rocks  above  their  reach, 
where  formerly  ships'  moorings  occupied  the  place  !— Such  are  the 
changes  of  earth  and  sea.  Yachtsmen  put  down  for  a  moment  the  ever- 
lasting cigar,  and  give  to  pen  and  pencil  their  fair  share  ;  then  in  the 
plenitude  of  that  enjoyment  which  leisure  and  wealth  bestow,  you  may 
amuse  I  instruct !  and  benefit  mankind  !  I  I 

In  contemplating  the  past,  it  is  well  to  consider  that  the  tales  of  the 
Olden  Time  have  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  and  from  gene- 
ration {0  generation,  principally  as  matter  of  speculative  entertainment ; 
and  although  the  present  indefoHgdble  and  toiling  race  of  Britons 
{r^neraUy  speaking)  treat  with  contempt  the  vagaries  and  researches 
0  the  Antiquarian,  and  the  deeply  speculative  mind,  still  they  cannot 
b  i  allow  that  these  pursuits  are  innocent  in  their  tendency.  It  is  more 
h  Jthful  to  inhale  the  sea-breeze  in  quest  of  shells  and  fossils — to  climb 
i  mountain's  brow,  or  survey  the  massive  ruins  of  antiquity — to  collect 
B  cimens  for  our  cabinets,  which  in  years  to  come  may  beget  an  asso- 
c    jon  of  ideas  pleasing  to  the  mind,  than  to  fume  away  our  hours  over 
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the  bottle,  or  degrade  oar  iDteUectual  fiicultieB  in  the  feveibh  haunts  of 
dissipation. 

My  principal  motive,  b  to  aSori  amusement  (portioiilarly  among  my 
youthful  ^ends)  by  awakening  curiosity,  and  eliciting  enquizy.  Hiatoxy 
must  be  consulted  to  produce  comparisons ;  knowledge  will  by  that 
means  be  attained,  and  the  vacation  of  the  student  he  a  season  of  profit, 
instead  of  idleness^  and  habits  of  industry  will  banish  from  his  presence 
that  most  intolerable  companion— Monsieur  Ennui. 

In  our  journey  through  life,  we  neglect  our  social  duties  if  we  do  not 
contribute,  accordmg  to  our  means,  to  that  universal  fond  from  which 
knowledge  and  national  intelligence  receive  their  nurture  and  support 

The  sciences  should  go  hand  in  hand  in  the  development  of  effiacts 
from  causes,  but  this  is  seldom  the  case.  The  minds  of  men  are  diverse 
in  their  intuitive  tendencies,  and  pxone  to  contradiction.  The  geologist 
makes  a  discoyery ;  the  chemist  labours  to  prove  its  impossibility  ;  the 
antiquary  points  to  centuries  and  dwells  upon  their  remains  exhumed 
from  the  ruins  of  time  ;  the  astronomer  tmms  from  such  researches  with 
indifference,  treats  them  as  peurile,  and  gasses  upon  the  starry  fields  of 
Heaven  whose  records  are  lost  in  infiniiy  !  Yet  tntth  remain*  !  and  it 
is  only  by  listening  to  the  dictates  o{  truths  that  any  satisfactory  progress 
can  be  made  in  any  science.  **  Facts  are  stubborn  things" ;  they  corro- 
borate each  other !  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  geology  is  so 
Bttie  attended  to  by  Societies,  which  in  their  investigation  of  the  coins, 
brasses,  and  monumental  inscriptions  of  man  are  so  apt  to  disregard  the 
Medab  of  Creative  Wiidam^  the  changes  which  are  surefyy  but  almost 
imperceptibly  passing  around  them  ;  changes  whidi  in  their  progp^ess 
record  with  much  precision  mementoes  of  the  pasl^  and  point  with  ua- 
erring  certainty  to  ^future. 

We  stand  upon  the  shore,  and  as  the  dashing  surge  undermines  the 
chalky  headland,  and  its  crest  is  prostrated  at  our  feet,  we  can  but  mark 
its  annual  waste.  And  when  its  geological  features  axe  considereJ,  its 
undeviating  naturally  inclined  plane,  gives  assuranee  that  its  altitude 
always  decreases  with  distance^  and  its  waste  some  ages  back,  must  have 
been  still  greater  than  at  present.  When  we  trace  tiiis  effect  in  the 
lapse  of  twenty  centuries,  a  picture  is  presented  to  the  mind's  eye  of  the 
promontories  which  formed  the  estuaries  and  havens  described  by  Bo  lan 
Historians,  scepticism  vamshes,  and  tradition  and  history  are  confin  ed. 
It  is  impossible  to  deny,  that  the  earth^s  surface  has  ever  been,  nd 
is,  in  a  transition  state :  the  beautifol  fosrils  which  we  pick  out  o"  die 
chalk,  all  evince  the  gradual  but  enormous  pressure  which  the  solidxl^  ng 
of  the  strata  has  undergone,  audits  consequent  decrease  in  alt~'   de. 
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Tbe  slips  and  fractures,  as  oertainly  prove  that  ia  bye-gone  days  the 
earthquake  has  by  its  undulatory  motioa  [disturbed  every  part  of  its 
sarfiwey  that  ishiads  have  beea  submerged*  and  lowlands  elevated,  that 
floods  have  driven  to  the  shore  at  one  point,  the  crumbling  strata  which 
they  have  swept  away  from  another  ;  and  in  our  own  day,  tbe  sea  yields 
up  to  us  continuaUy  the  giant  remains  of  mammoih  and  ifainooeros, 
compared  with  which  the  present  living  specimens  are  pigmies*  It  is 
then  a  vMre  question  of  HmCf  when  such  creatures  lived  and  moved,  and 
the  trees  which  sheltered  them  as  a  natural  consequence,  have  also  du^ 
appeared!  When  f  thai  is  tbe  question  I  The  changes  now  are 
gradual^  but  there  must  have  been  a  time  when  they  were  more  sudden 
and  decisive.  £xtinct  volcanoes  and  basaltic  eavema  give  sufficient 
evidence  of  this,  in  every  district  of  Europe  ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  early 
centuries  of  the  Christian  Era,  that  the  Northern  kingdoms  appear  to 
have  settled  into  comparative  phjfsifiol  repose  !  We  shall  examine  this 
mope  closely  as  we  proceed  toc(»npare  the  Traditions  efihe  Past,  with 
Ae  Geological  evidences  of  the  present,  combined  with  the  investiga- 
tions of  the  antiquary,  which,  however,  are  unfortunately  more  exposed 
to  imposition,  and  which  the  wisdom  and  vigSanoe  of  that  energetic 
Bomtjr  have  prudently  cautioned  its  members  to  be  guarded  against 
The  tracings  of  Nature's  pencil  cannot  be  invented,  whether  we  ascribe 
her  momentous  changes  to  <^  the  sea  following  the  perihelion  in  declina- 
tion,'' and  alternately  invading  either  hemisphere  in  the  lapse  of  ten 
thousand  yeaiB,  or  adopting  the  more  modem  hypothesis,  consider  vol- 
canic agency  as  the  sole  disturbing  cause  (and  these  forces  may  have 
some  relation  to  each  other)  still  the  proofs  remain,  proofs  which  poiat 
to  that  beneficent  Almighty  author,  with  whom  '*  a  thousand  years  are 
but  as  yesterday/^  seeiog  that  which  is  past,  as  a  watch  io  the  night 
How  many  amiable  literary  men,  shrink  from  these  investigations  for 
fear  of  impugning  scripture  evidences.  The  eye  of  fiedth  regards  the 
j^ble  as  the  scriptural  history  of  man. 

A  revelation  suited  to  the  condition  of  the  whole  human  race,  and  its 

consummation  in  Christianity,  has  been  the  belief  and  consolation  of  the 

most  expansive  intellects.     Newton  was  a  christian,  and  many  of  our 

most  eminent  divines  are  geologists,  and  recognize  in  the  sacred  page, 

be  most  probable  order  of  creative  love*     Napoleon,  after  a  life  of  con- 

[uest,  and  close  analysis  of  human  minds,  convinced  at  last,  is  said  to 

lave  expressed  himself  thus  to  his  bosom  Mend.    "  I  tell  you  Bertrand, 

hat  /  have  known  and  studied  men,  and  I  tell  you  that  Jesus  was  not 

nuin.     His  religion  is  a  self  existent  mystery  !  and  it  proceeded  from 

mind  superhuman  !     There  is  in  it  a  deep  peculiarity  of  character 
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which  has  produced  a  code,  and  suocesnon  of  doctrines  and  characters 
till  then  unknown,  Jesus  borrowed  nothing  from  human  knawiedge, 
neither  was  he  a  philosopher !  for  his  proofs  were  miracles^  and  his 
disciples  from  the  very  first  adored  him  !  In  hcty  science  and  philosophy 
are  powerless  to  Salvation,  and  the  sole  object  of  Jesus  coming  into  the 
world  was  to  unveil  the  mysteries  of  Heaven^  and  the  laws  of  mind. 
Alexander !  Cffisar !  Charlemagne  !  and  myself  have  founded  empires, 
but  on  what  did  we  rest  these  creations  of  our  genius  ?  upon  force  only. 
Jesus  has  founded  an  empire  upon  love  /  and  at  this  moment,  millions 
of  men  would  die  for  Him.  It  wlis  not  a  day  or  a  haJlAe^  that  won  the 
victory  over  the  World  for  the  christian  religion  !  No  !  It  was  a  long 
war !  A  fight  of  three  centuries,  begun  by  the  Apostles,  and  continned 
by  their  successors  and  the  christian  generations  that  followed.  In  that 
war,  all  the  kmgs  and  all  the  powers  of  the  earth  were  arrayed  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  side  I  see  no  armies!  but  an  immortal^  invincible 
arm^  a  mysterious  force  !  A  few  men  scattered  here  and  there^  in  aO 
parts  of  the  earth,  and  who  had  no  rallying  point,  bat  faith  in  redeem- 
ing love!  In  the  mysteries  of  the  cross!  I  die!  before  my  time  t  and 
my  body  will  be  put  into  the  ground  to  become  the  food  for  worAis  ! 
Such  is  the  &te  of  the  once  great  Napoleon  !  What  an  abyss  between 
thy  deep  wretchedness  and  Christ^ s  Eternal  Kingdom!  Proclaimed! 
beloved!  adored  !  and  spreading  through  the  world  I  Was  that  dying^ 
Was  it  not  rather  to  live  ?" 

The  christian  philosopher's  reply,  would  be,  yes!  it  was  I  To  Live  for 
ever,  and  who  after  such  a  confession  could  foar  that  philosophic  inves- 
tigation would  ever  in  tracing  cause  and  e£fect,  become  sceptical  as  to 
Spiritual  Truths  ! 

It  is  certainly  more  pleasing  to  prove  the  evidence  of  antiquarian 
research  by  appeal  to  geological  facts,  for  it  requires  to  be  continually 
borne  in  mind,  that  our  predecessors  have  left  us  very  deficient  of  deter- 
minate data  for  our  investigations.  Take  for  example  the  relative 
changes  of  land  and  water.  We  have  very  little  historical  evidence,  few 
recorded  foots,  and  were  it  not  for  Oral  Tradition,  which  with  foeble 
light,  shines  through  the  mists  of  ages,  the  reminiscences  of  ancient  days 
must  have  passed  into  oblivion.  Let  us  then  compare  them  iu  onr 
retrospect  of  that  interesting  portion  of  the  British  dominions,  the  fi^ 
stations  of  Roman  surveillance,  the  Cinque  Ports  of  the  present  day. 

Oral  tradition  must  have  had  some  source  more  worthy  of  credit  th 
the  love  of  the  marvellous,  or  the  idle  inventions  of  mankind  ;  for  in  da 
long  past  it  was  regarded  with  extreme  veneration.  The  names  ^ 
places  and  of  things  were  carefoUy  preserved,  and  transmitted  from  g 
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Deration  to  generation,  as  an  unfiiiling  register  of  sudden  casnalties  and 
estraordinaxy  erents.  The  mind  of  the  historian  may  he  warped  hy 
national  prejudice,  or  misled  by  ignorance,  but  the  antiquarian  will  find 
m  natural  causes,  and  their  effects,  proofii  of  the  truth  of  oral  tradition 
too  strong  to  be  refuted  by  books,  many  of  them  uncertain  in  their 
origin,  and  most  of  them  the  productions  of  monastic  or  secluded  men. 
It  is  very  natural  to  judge  of  the  capadties  of  our  fellow  men  by  our 
ownfeelmgsand  standard.  Henceayery  dever  writer  on  the  antiquities 
of  Dover,  expresses  a  doubt  as  to  the  precise  situation  of  Julius  Cadsar's 
army,  and  the  proximity  of  Cassivelanus,  with  his  warlike  Britons, 
because  **  The  sending  a  messenger  sixty  or  serenty  miles,  through  an 
uncultivated  country,  intersected  by  two  large  rivers,  would  certainly 
have  retarded  the  buoness."  Did  he  then  believe  that  the  hardy  berba- 
lian  of  Britain,  was  less  a  man  than  the  Mohican  of  the  American  forest, 
or  the  Cisalpine  Gaul  of  coeval  history  ?  What  would  have  been  such 
a  distance  to  an  Indian  following  the  trail  of  his  enemy  ?  What  to  the 
dad-skin  warrior  of  Albion,  rushing  towards  the  frontier  of  his  invaded 
country,  and  excited  by  the  war-cry  of  his  chief?  Yet  the  same  writer 
assures  us  Caasar  was  awed  by  the  warlike  appearance  of  the  Britons^ 
who  lined  the  shore  to  oppose  his  landing,  and  that  he  sailed  a  consi- 
derable distance  along  the  coast  before  he  attempted  to  disembark  his 
legions. 

I  find  also  in  the  history  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  a  lame  attempt  made 
to  discredit  oral  tradition,  and  to  prove  that  the  extraordinary  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  ito  neighbourhood  were  brought  about  by  the 
gradual  recession  of  the  sea.  Tet,  had  the  reverend  author  been  as  good 
a  geologist,  and  mathematician,  as  he  was  an  able  pastor,  he  would  have 
perceived  that  he  has  negatived  his  argument  in  his  own  pages,  where 
he  describes  the  burial  place  of  Ethelbert  as  a  fortress  now  covered  ^tii 
the  deep,  yet  at  some  times  in  very  low  tides  visible,  its  demarcation 
perfect,  the  strate  around  it  abounding  in^Roman  pottery,  corns,  and 
armorial  fragments,  &c.     The  latter  is  a  well  authenticated  fact. 

And  the  sea  in  lieu  of  receding,  is  advancing  along  our  whole  line  of 

coast  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  of  which  we  shall  speak  hereafter.     The 

Beculver  Bock  is  unquestionably  the  ruins  of  an  andent  fortress,  at  a 

mparativdy  short  distance  from  the  churches,  which  (but  for  the 

tifical  means  used  to  preserve  thdr  remains)  would  soon  share  the  same 

to.    K  the  recesdon  of  the  sea  from  the  estuaries  on  our  coast  had 

een  gradual  and  progresdve,  how  could  we  posdbly  account  for  the 

traordinary  discoveries  continually  made  in  our  tracts  of  marsh  land? 

le  Bichborough  Channd  and  Wantsume,  were  both  extendve  oyster 

>unds:  so  say  Tadtus,  Antoninus,  and  others  of  the  Boman  writers. 
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But  Utile  attention  seems  to  have  been  giyen  by  our  ancestors  to  a 
study  of  the  physical  sciences,  or  their  histories  would  not  abound  with 
so  many  inconsistencies.  In  the  same  breath  they  speak  of  an  isthmna 
having  united  England  and  France,  and  dispute  the  tradition  of  Grodwin 
Island.  They  assert  the  probability  of  an  inundation  of  the  whole  of 
Flanders  and  the  low  countries,  haying  drained  away  the  waters  from 
the  Thanet  levels  and  leflb  them  dry,  and  yet  allow  the  Shepway  adjoin- 
ing  Kent  to  have  been  submerged.  How  very  unphilosophical !  If 
cause  and  effect  were  confined  to  so  small  a  space,  the  depresdon  of  land 
would  raise  the  waters  ;  but  these  men  did  not  contemplate  the  North 
Sea,  as  part  and  parcel  of  that  mighty  ocean  the  mysterious  and  gigantic 
tidal  column  of  which  advances  imd  recedes  in  majestic  grandeur  twice 
in  every  day  we  breathe^  true  to  time  and  space  ;  or,  the  yet  un&tiiomed 
source  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans.  Imagine  but  a  single  tide 
heaving  in  terrific  grandeur,  in  one  convulsive  tiiroe  its  restless  besom: 
imagine  the  islands  in  question  submerged  !  What  are  the  waters  of 
the  North  Sea  compared  to  this  tidal  wave — ^thdr  parent  source  !  The 
mysterious  equipoise  of  the  first  receding  tide  would  restore  tiie  level 
of  their  fluid  field  !  Fertile  islands  might  become  barren  lands  !  But 
that  the  multitudinous  ocean  would  be  a£fected  by  such  a  change  is  not 
rational !  A  temporary  undulation  might  follow,  but  like  the  rings 
which  succeed  the  Cedling  of  a  pebble  upon  a  pond,  they  would  spread 
away  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  and  sink  to  fiest  amid  its  rast 
expanse  of  waters. 

If  we  dig  a  well  in  many  parts  of  the  marsh,  the  firat  soil  gives  place 
to  a  confused  mass  of  marine  substances,  flints,  and  fossils,  hurled  indis* 
criminately  together  as  if  by  a  sudden  bursting  in  of  the  sea  in  its  fury ; 
and  to  tliese  succeed  a  line  of  shelly  strata,  regularly  deposited,  as  is  the 
method  with  all  the  beds  or  reservoirs  of  oysters.     In  tracing  this  strata 
to  that  part  of  the  coast  near  the  Reculvers,  where  the  entrance  of  the 
channel  existed,  we  have  a  convincing  proof  that  it  was  no  gradual  re* 
cession,  but  a  more  violent  operation  of  nature,  which  destroyed  this  and 
several  other  armlets  of  the  sea  uptm  our  coast.     Here,  upon  a  stratum 
of  disrupted  chalk,  united  by  a  muddy  cement,  is  a  deposition  of  sen- 
sand,  shell,  chalk,  flints,  and  other  marine  substances,  in  an  undistin- 
giushed  mass  ;  not  in  regular  lines,  but,  to  use  the  language  of  Fussc 
"  resembling  the  figures  upon  what  is  called  marble  paper.'*     Abo 
this  variegated  stratum  ie  a  layer  of  light  sand  and  pebbly  flints,  obc 
two  feet  in  thickness,  being  the  last  deposit  of  the  waters.     What  ^ 
a  terrible  inundation,  or  stormy  convulsion  of  nature,  would  have  [ 
duccd  these  effects  and  appearances,  and  thus  have  choked  the  moi 
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oi  the  channel  7  Are  there  any  ^foofe,  then,  of  the  gpndual  leeession 
of  the  waters?  What  hai  beemne  of  the  knd  axonnd  the  Reculvers,  of 
'Whitrtable  Street,  and  great  part  of  the  Island  of  Shoppy?  They  are 
all  existing  proofs  of  the  impossifoiltty  of  the  sea  having  gradoally  retii^ 
from  a  navigahle  ehann^  oonterted  the  anchorage  of  navies  nto  smilhig 
ptstures,  and,  at  the  same  thne»  hate  eo^vered  for  ever  the  stone^htillt 
ftrtnsB,  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  or  bnried  the  greater  part  of  a  town, 
a  few  miles  distant,  in  the  bosom  of  the  deep. 

The  fbllowmg  exhibits  the  stiper^posftion  <^  the  strata  at  Ifiiister  aa 
boied  throogli  m  the  fbrmatbn  of  Artesian  Wells,  near  the  lowest  levels 
of  marsb  lands  in  1845.  On  removing  the  vegetable  earth  in  many  of 
the  gardens,  the  oyster  beds  are  fottoA  from  one  to  two  feet  below  the 
rarftoe.  Then  follows  the  blue  day  (usually  found  in  all  estuaries)  to 
a  depth  of  six  feet.  This  reposes  on  a  quick  sea««Eu^d,  to  a  depth  of 
feortoeD  feet.  To  this  succeeds  seventy  feet  of  bladk  hard  cky  with 
Mlpfaorets  of  mm  (pyrites),  and  this  reposes  on  a  thin  layer  ct  flint 
boaUerSy  rounded  by  attrition  and  resting  on  the  chalk,  er  hollow  of  the 
Saadmeh  basin.  Thus  we  have  from  the  sur&ce  to  the  base,  ninety- 
tm  feet  of  alluvial  deposit^  and  upon  the  margiu  of  the  shore  which 
terflmate  these  marshes  at  CUffes  End,  may  be  seen  a  most  interesting 
liBeof  stmta^  afibrding  oomplete  evidence  cyf  several  changes  in  these 
kvsb  1  Marine  and  lacustrine  shells  there  alternate  iu  layen  which 
OMist  have  been  upliCked  to  tiieir  present  position  for  above  the  highest 
tides,  which  now  flow  only  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  aind  und^  whidi  the 
ohiik  dtps  in  regularly  defined  sHpe  attd  fractures,  amounting  to  a  de- 
piestioB  in  tfltitode  between  this  and  Ramsgate  of  sixty  feet.  These  are 
eWdeoeea  of  earthquake  not  to  be  mist^en.  These  oysters  sb  praised 
hy  the  Roman  epicures  eighteen  centuries  ago,  must  tiien  have  been 
eovei^d  to  a  considemble  deptii  at  the  hweH  tides  :  they  are  iiow  in 
wttiy  [daossj  muob  above  the  high  wMer  mark  of  the  kiffheet  flbod. 

Now  let  us  consi'der  tile  nature  o#  these  c(tttvulsioAs.  They  may  be 
eompared  to  the  undi:dations  of  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  with  this  diflSer- 
«iee;^-««fter  tiie  disturbance  ceases  the  sea  resumes  its  pladid  level ;  not 
so  the  stubborn  earth,  its  waves  of  undulation  remaitt,  and  I  have  seeti 
ia  the  Aaores  After  an  absence  of  only  six  weeks  an  estlBkte  so  altered  that 
I  '  .odd  not  have  recognised  it  as  the  same  ;  mottids  depressed, -^hollows 
u|  fted  ;  and  tolls  of  orange  trees  launched  from  their  position  like  the 
It  loval  df  a  ship  from  the  stocks!*  Thus  cause  and  effect  only  difibr 
in  degree.  II  end  tradition  has  any  foundation  in  feet,  islands  were 
SQ  merged  when  tiiis  estuary  was  raised  into  a  marshy  flat,  and  ttat  a 

•  Consul  Bead's  estate  in  the  Island  of  St.  Michael. 
».  t>. ^VOL.  V.  2  m 
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moet  extensive  devastation  did  take  place  upon  our  coasts  of  the  Northern 
Sea,  and  British  Channel,  in  some  period  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  is 
generally  believed  in  the  history  and  traditions  both  of  our  own  country 
and  Belgium.     Treating  it,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  amosement  and 
speculative  inquiry,  we  will  begin  with  the  Cinque  P<Mrts  ;  and  in  com- 
paring their  present  topogn4>hy  with  ibmr  ancient  traditions,  I  think 
we  shall  find  that  the  mighty  Waves  of  the  ocean  do  not  abandon  their 
empire  ;  but,  while  they  encroach  upon  our  chalky  cli£Ei  and  promon- 
tories, undermining  their  base,  till  dieir  nodding  crowns  are  precipitated 
into  die  restless  tide,  they  have  in  no  one  instance  left  proo&  of  a  re- 
trograde movement,  except  where,  by  the  erection  of  breakwaters,  Mtoral 
causes  are  counteracted  by  artificial  means.    Or  a  natural  beadi  haa  been 
thrown  up  against  the  base  of  the  headlands,  and  protected  them  finom 
the  encroachment  of  the  sea.     As  a  case  in  pcnnt,  we  have  only  to  exa- 
mine the  continual  waste  upon  the  gait  formation  eastward  of  fblkestone, 
and  contrast  them  with  the  majestic  cli£&  east  of  Dover  to  the  South 
Foreland.     The  former  has  wasted  rapidly  during  the  last  century  ;  tihe 
latter  preserves  its  contour  £rom  time  immemorial ;  having  an  iiidined 
plane  of  shingle  before  it,  securing  it  from  the  inroads  of  the  sea.     Or 
following  the  line  of  coast  compare  the  South  with  the  North  Fordand, 
during  the  last  half  century,  a  period  which  enables  us  to  give  our  own 
testimony.    From  Dover  to  St.  Margaret's  Bay  I  can  look  on  the  same 
features  of  the  precipice  which  greeted  me  in  my  boyhood,  the  same 
mounds  of  green,  and  patches  of  wall-flowers  at  its  base  where  we  aaiem- 
bled  in  our  gipsy  parties  fif^y  years  ago  !  the  eaane  marks  in  the  difF, 
resembling  a  sugar-loaf,  the  cutter  under  sail,  wluch  (as  the  tale  weol 
when  I  was  a  sea-boy)  had  oft  been  fired  at  by  mistake  in  the  shadea  of 
night ;  these  still  enst :  but  all  the  associations  of  the  past  are  melting 
into  the  ocean  tides  along  the  whole  margin  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet»  and 
there  is  no  doubt  this  rapid  advance  of  the  sea  upon  the  North  Forehuid 
commenced  when  the  channel  of  the  Wantsume  was  choked,  and  the 
tide  which  before  that  ebbed  and  flowed  through,  between  Thanet  and 
the  mainland  of  Kent,  fell  with  all  its  momentum  upon  the  chalk  difi 
to  which  its  stream  has  been  diverted. 

It  appears  from  history  and  tradition,  that  the  BcHnans  had  fortified 
those  prominent  features  of  our  coast,  which  in  after  years  the  Norr  a 
invaders  designated  the  Cinque  Ports :  and  it  is  also  evident  that  » 
Romans  selected  the  most  eligible  pboes  for  the  rec^tion  of  thdr  fit  i, 
and  the  encouragement  of  general  commerce  and  intercourse  firom  tT  Ir 
being  on  a  parallel  with  those  ports  in  Gaul,  from  whence  their  am  »8 
would  embark  on  their  continual  and  successive  expeditions,  and  a£fbrd    g 
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80  many  immediate  and  diareet  keys  to  ihnr  newly  acquired  dominions. 
That  they  would  also  eiect  piers  and  molea  for  the  better  protection 
of  their  navies  is  without  a  doubt :  it  was  always  the  first  employment 
albtted  to  Uie  conquered  by  their  Tictorioos  consols.  Hence,  we  find 
tile  port  of  Civita  Veochia,  or  Rome,  was  entirely  raised  by  the  Egyptian 
sUves,  in  the  reign  of  Trajan  ;  and  the  manner  of  building,  with  those 
peof^e,  afforded  quickness  of  work  and  solidity  of  structure :  caissons 
were  formed,  and  huge  masses  of  rock  placed  in  them  :  the  intermediate 
spsces  were  then  filled  in  with  a  liquid  cement,  which,  as  it  hardened, 
peoetrated  into  die  more  porous  substances,  by  which  means  it  was  firmly 
attached  and  became  an  impenetrate  solid  mass.  Those  who  have 
travelled  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  observed  the  magnifi- 
eent  moles  of  ancient  engineering,  will  find  the  stone  in  many  instances, 
worn  away  by  the  restless  waters,  and  the  cement,  hard  as  adamant, 
de^ng  their  power. 

Admitting  then,  that  the  Romans  when  estabtished  in  Britain,  pursued 
the  same  line  of  policy  which  they  adopted  in  Liguria  and  Gaul,  what 
has  become  of  the  harbours  they  constructed,  and  why  are  their  remains 
Wied  in  oblivion,  while  the  moles  and  piers  in  the  Mediterranean  still 
exist  as  imperishable  monuments  of  their  former  skiU  and  energy  ?  Was 
the  material  on  our  coast  less  durable  ?  No  !  Dover,  Studfall,  Rich- 
borough,  Chilham,  and  other  fortifications,  exhibit  a  cement  in  their 
walb  firom  which  tiie  tool  of  the  mechanic  recoils  as  though  it  had  struck 
upon  iron.  Is  it  rational,  when  we  inspect  the  ruin  of  these  once 
powerful  fortresses,  the  strongholds  of  a  renowned  and  enterprising  people, 
or  when  we  accidentally  lay  bare  a  suit  of  magnificent  baths,  and  costiy 
pavements  (as  at  Dover,  beneath  the  old  church) — ^is  it  rational  to  sup* 
pose  they  would  neglect  a  shelter  for  their  navy,  or  build  a  line  of  fortifi- 
cations where  there  existed  no  pier  or  harbour  to  protect  and  defend  ? 
What  then,  we  will  ask,  has  produced  the  difference  ?  The  practical 
engineer  will  have  no  difficulty  I  think  in  solving  this  problem  :  the 
Mediterranean  has  no  sensible  tide^  no  considerable  rise  and  fall  of  its 
waters,  no  recession  of  distance  from  l^gh  water  mark,  leaving  its  harbours 
dry,  and  then  rushing  in  a  mighty  flood*  rising  to  an  elevation  of  twenty 
feet  in  a  few  hours,  impelled  perhaps  by  the  sweeping  hurricane  driving 
it~  Tesistiess  billows  in  terrific  grandeur  to  the  strand,  and  fearfully  over- 
U  ping  their  ancient  boundaries  ;  thus  creating  changes  upon  our  coasts 
tt  mown  in  the  Mediterranean.  By  such  causes,  most  probably,  the 
B  Doan  ports  were  ruined)  at  a  period  when  the  energies  of  the  projectors 
^  re  withdrawn  from  the  aid  of  a  country  then  retrograding,  as  fast  as 
tl  >  arts  and  arms  of  its  conquerors  had  called  it  into  civilization  and 
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power.  Britcb  ttt  duit  period  of  its  hkloffjy  murt  have  fieeemUod  in 
adopted  chiidy  Buddenij  deprived  of  its  foster  partDts,  and  expoeed  a  pcey 
to  die  worid.  If  we  my  believe  Tatiom^  Manrae,  Flaminiii)  and  odien, 
the  Britone  were  a  noble  minded  people:  but  the  age  waa  a  son  of  glory 
sinking  into  a  night  of  darkness  and  ignorance,  doiided  by  superstition, 
and  debased  by  barbarity.  The  Britons  were  again  vanquished*  not  by 
the  oonquering  legions  of  Rome^  but  by  the  rude  unpolish^  warriors  of 
the  North  ;  the  Britons  were  enslaved*  and  their  local  history  and  records 
perished  with  thair  beedom.  The  early  Saxons  were  careless  even  of 
established  towns.  Adventurers  of  the  European  seas,  and  warriors  of 
the  forest^  they  neglected  the  establishments  so  necessary  to  a  more 
BO<»al  and  improved  state  of  society,  and  their  rule  in  Britain  has  very 
properly  been  otassed  by  the  historiuis  anHmg  the  dark  ages*  What 
wonder  then  if  the  decay  or  destruction  of  the  noblest  relics  of  antiqoi^ 
were  unheeded  or  despised;  or  that  the  earthqupjce,  or  tempest  wss 
ascribed  to  the  anger  of  their  fancied  dietiesi  in  lieu  of  being  recorded 
as  natural  phenomena,  for  the  instruction  of  suoeeeding  generations  ? 
The  Normans  were  not  so  slow  in  appreciating  the  vahie  of  the  Boman 
fortifioationB.  Governors  were  appointed  to  improve  the  stations,  and 
they  soon  received  the  appellation  of  the  Five  or  Cinque  Ports. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH* 

Weditesdat,  die  14th  of  May,  was  appointed  for  the  first  matdi  on  the 
Thames  this  season,  and  contrary  to  the  usage  of  former  years,  the  R.T. 
Y.C.  took  the  precedence.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  this  club  not 
to  meet  on  a  ''Queen's  day,**  and  the  dreary  appearance  of  the  morning 
forboded  the  usual  ill-luck,  the  result  being  an  attendance  of  but  few 
of  the  fair-sex,  and  we  believe  that  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales 
steamer  which  was  chartered  for  the  occasion,  there  were  not  more  than 
150  or  160  members  and  friends,  among  whom  we  noticed  Viscount 
Templetown,  Lord  De  Ros,  and  many  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
ardent  promoters  of  aquatics,  whom  neither  *'wind  nor  weather*  can 
daunt  Had  the  morning  shown  any  sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  the 
many  who  wished  to  attend,  but  fear  of  a  soaking  deterred,  there  i^  no 
doubt  the  vessel  would  have  been  crowded.  However,  such  is  th  m- 
certainty  of  the  weather  at  this  time  of  year  that  with  the  ezceptbi  i  of 
two  or  three  sprinklings,  the  day  was  all  a  yachtsman  could  dc  rsi 
plenty  of  wind,  of  a  stiff  S.W.b.S.  kind,  which  for  the  river  n"*  be 
almost  termed  a  "  soldier's  wind." 
The  passengers  by  the  eleven  of  o'clock  train  at  Blackwall,  ht 
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«mbailEed  on  boaid  tlM  elnb  it6aaQr»  ehe  «Mt  aff»  aooon^Maiad  by  tbe 
Otoetd  A  ehMip  atoaiiiMr  wkh  about  200  on  board  a  «e  mentkMi  tbia  U> 
•how  thai  yaoht  matohoi  on  old  Thames,  always  creitte  a  dewo  among 
all  dasMs  to  be  preeent.  On  nearing  Eritb  alleyee  were  on  die  etapetoh 
to  obtain  a  tigbt  of  the  eompetiDg  yaehte* 

''There's  the  Thought^  and  there's  the  PIma-*— ^  not  by  the  powen 
the  Phantom  is  noi  these,"  said  a  gentleman  fvom  Ike  SmeraU  Isle. 

She's  afraid  her  lauiels  will  be  wrested  from  her,"  said  one. 

'*0h2  no,"  replied  another,  ''its  not  tha^  her  owner  has  no  fiBan 
00  that  band;  bat  tke  fret  is  last  nigbt  in  a  trial  she  fasoke  the  pbtle 
of  hsr  rodder,  and  it  was  too  late  to  repair  the  damage.'^ 

Hub  was  deemed  by  all  ^o  heard  it  perfootly  satisbotoiy,  altho'  we 
did  observe  one  portly  gentlemen  shrug  his  shoulders*  On  frartber 
aamination  the  Cyclone  was  frond  absent,  which  was  aoooonted  frr  by 
having  split  her  main-sail  in  eoming  roond  from  BristoL  Thos  leaving 
only  two  in  each  olasa  to  contend*  viai**- 

Firti  CSIasff.*«»Fer  cotters  atceeding  36  tons,  iir  a  priae  of  the  vaine 
of  100  aoTOieigos,  half-minnte  per  ton  for  diffarsnoe  ef  tonnage. 


TMhfkNflinM. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

Port. 

Amazoin 

cutter 
cutter 

42 

48 

Alfred  Young,  Esq. 
SirP.F.  Shelly.  Bart. 

London 

fiztraraganza 

Poole 

Second  Class. — For  cutters  above  20  tons  and  not  exceediug  85 
Uxm^  for  a  priae  of  the  ralue  of  70  sovereigns,  half  minute  per  ton  for 
difierence  of  tonnage. 


TMhtS*  MUttM. 

Big. 

Tods. 

Owners. 

Ports. 

nonffht 

cutter 
cutter 

29 
33 

G.  Coope,B§q. 
H.  J.  Waring,  £iq. 

London 

oJ^lTj 

Pljmouth 

All  the  yadits  were  moored  in  line,  and  their  jaunty  appearance 
msde  ns  regret  the  absence  of  the  Cyclone  and  Phantom.  On  the  start- 
ing gun  being  fired  at  llh.  42m.,  each  yacht^s  crew  were  as  nimble  as 

<  ks,  the  lookers  on  were  all  ansety,  and  silence  reigned  on  board  the 
I  amer:  at  length  a  shout  announced  the  Secret  was  first  away  with 
'  B  start,  and  covered  with  canvas,  before  the  Amazon,  which  was  second ; 
'•    9  Extravagansa's  crew  rather  tardy  in  getting  her  main-sail  hoisted, 

<  at  we  shall  say  a  few  words   anent  her  hereafter,)  and  last  came 
tiought,  for  some  difficulty  arose  in  canting  her  head  round,  she  ap- 


266  HUHT'8  TAOffnHG  MAeASBOnS. 

paared  tons  to  fiheer  too  00011,  as  ^  had  to ''try  badc'^  again.  Were- 
gretted  we  had  not  timed  the  others  to  '^  seconds  *'  at  startbg,  as  we 
should  then  have  been  able  to  state  the  exact  time  she  lost  before  get^ 
ting  fairly  underway.  Bat  whilst  waiting  for  her  departure  we  found  the 
Secret  and  the  others  had  not  been  idle,  for  they  were  bowling  along 
St  a  meny  pace;  the  steamer  piled  on  more  diamonds,  and  if  she  had 
been  more  hea^y  ireighted  with  passengers  would  have  had  a  long 
chase,  for  as  it  was  we  laboured  hard  to  come  up  with  the  Secret  which 
was  still  leading,  Amaxon,  second;  Extravaganza,  third;  Thought,  last 

The  Amaaon  was  the  first  to  set  a  top-sail,  which  example  Secret 
next  followed,  and  then  Extravagansa,  bat  the  Thought  disdained  its 
use  for  some  time,  having  her  top'-mast  lowered,  and  we  must  confess 
we  did  not  see  her  with  a  top-sail  throughout  the  match,  althou^  we 
are  assured  she  did  hoist  one  fora  short  time* 

The  Amazon  when  off  Purfleet  drew  gradually  on  the  Secret,  and  it 
was  here  the  latter  hoisted  her  top-sail,  but  alas!  all  her  efibrls  lor  su- 
premacy were  unavaiUng,  for  ieit  Greenhithe  the  warrior  lady  forged 
ahead,  and  being  now  apparently  ^'settled  to  her  work,"  she  stole 
away. 

Off  Gravesend  the  Extravaganza  overhauled  and  passed  the  pretty 
Secret,  which  therefore  became  third  in  the  race^  but  ^rst  in  her  class, 
the  Thought  still  bringing  up  the  rear,  in  a  very  easy  quiet  manner, 
her  crew  evidently  bearing  in  mind  the  fable  of  the  "  Hare  and  the 
Tortoise  ;**  and  although  behbd,  her  sailing  was  the  admiradou  of 
all  nautical  men. 

The  Secret  from  Gravesend  to  the  Nore,  was  beautifully  handledt 
and  disappointed  some  of  the  knowing  ones  who  had  prophecied  that 
her  crew  would  not  understand  the  twisting  and  windings  of  the  Thames^ 
but  whoever  was  her  helmsman  he  evidently  knew  his  crafl,  and  the 
business  he  had  entered  on.  When  she  had  a  slight  chance  of  over- 
hauling the  Amazon  at  the  Lower  Hope  Point,  the  latter  hugged  the 
shore  so  closely  to  stop  the  intended  compliment  that  we  expected  to  see 
(he  former  stuck  fast  in  the  mud;  however  a  ^'miss  is  as  good  as  a 
mile.'' 

The  Prince  of  Wales  steamer  having  taken  her  station  qear  the  Nore 
light,  the  yachts  passed  her  in  the  following  order  and  time:— 


First  Clasi.         h.  m.  s. 

Amazon 2     2    0 

Extravaganza. 2      7    6 


Second  Clou,        h.  m. 

Secret 2    7        % 

Thought 2    7         > 


The  distance  from  Erith  to  the  Nore  about  31  miles  was  done  by  ' 
Amazon  in  2h.  20m.,  ExtravagaDza  2h.  2^m.  6s.,  Secret  2h.  25iq. 
Thought  2h.  54m.  248. 
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Baring  now  rowided  the  flag*T88ad,  they  braced  up  sluurp  for  Erithi 
boggiBg  tbe  Blylhe  Sand.  After  prooeeding  some  distance  a  boat* 
fing  was  obaenred  on  board  the  Extravagana^  and  we  aaoertiuned  she 
had  earned  awaj  her  jib  halliard  block;  this  for  a  time  hampered  her, 
as  the  jib  was  hanging  overboard  and  stopped  her  speed;  the  Secret 
ene  alive  to  embrace  any  oppoftanity  to  regain  second  place»  now  wea- 
thered and  passed  heR  in  conung  up  the  Lower  Hope  the  Exttavagansa 
had  another  mishap,  meeting  an  outward  bound  brig  which  so  baffled 
her  that  she  was  compelled  to  put  about  to  avoid  a  coUiBion,  and  here 
she  was  passed  by  Thought  to  windward 

Off  Qravesend  the  Secret  made  a  short  board  to  windward^  and 
the  Thought  over-hauling  her  succeeded  in  giving  her  the  go-bye,,  thus 
gaining  second  place,  wad^rst  in  her  class,  which  she  maintained  to  the 
close.    The  two  matches  were  finidied  in  the  following  ordnr  and  time:— 

First  Class,       h.  m.  s.  [  Second  Qass.       h.  m.  8. 

Amazon 5  44  50  t  Thougbt w...  5  48  80 

Extravaganaa... 5  54  45  |  Secret 5  53    0 

Ih  m.  8. 

Amazon's  time  from  Erith  to  the  Kore  and  back  6  2    59 

Thought* 8  "  (including  time  lost  at  starting)  6  6    30 

Secret's)  "  6  11      0 

Extravaganza's  *'  6  12   '45 

As  soon  as  the  victors  were  arranged  alongside  the  club  steamer,  the 
Tioe-ComnK)dore,  (R.  Green,  Esq.)  and  the  Secretary  (P.  Grants  Esq.) 
proceeded  on  board,  and  having  ascertained  that  the  seals  pLiced  on  the 
ballast  before  starting  were  intact^  they  returned  to  the  steamer. 

In  presenting  the  first  prize  (a  beautiful  silver  cup  and  cover,  en- 
liched  with  dolphins  and  marine  ornaments^  with  medallion  on  body 
representing  the  '^Triumph  of  Neptune,"  with  the  figure  of  a  sailor 
leaning  on  an  anchor  on  the  cover,)  Yioe-Commodore  Green  oongrao 
tuhted  Mr.  Toung,  the  owner  of  the  Amazon  on  the  excellent  manner 
bis  yacht  had  been  sailed,  and  said  ^'  It  was  the  first  prize  won  by  any 
craft  this  seasoo»  and  he  hoped  he  would  be  equally  fortunate  as  ho  was 
last  year." 

The  second  prize  (a  large  silver  epeigne  for  the  table,  composed 
oC  a  scroll  ornamented  witli  festoons  of  flowers  with  three  glasses  on  db 
foot  for  bon-bons  and  centre  bowl  for  flowers,)  was  received  by  Picket, 
the  captain  of  the  Thought,  in  the  absence  of  her  owner,  and  die  Vice- 
Commodore  paid  him  a  well  merited  compliment,  by  saying  *^  If  any 
man  deserved  a  served  a  prize  that  day  Picket  did,  for  the  carefo),  judi- 
cious, and  seamanlike  skill  he  had  displayed  throughout  the  match." 
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And  we  aiiist  tM  (hut  MHiy  one  <m  board  jottifd  ni  ^h^  opfftion*  «iany 
regrettiag  that  the  oaptaiD  wm  not  the  rightAil  poMedtor  of  die  priae. 

Mr*  Yooxkg  mtaraed  thiinkfl  for  the  encomiotns  passed  hj  the  Viee^ 
OoMimodore  on  the  aktil  displayed  bj  the  erew  of  the  Amaioii,  and  plentf 
of  dudnpagne  haring^  been  handed  Mradd  proposed  **The  Ladies^**  regi«t- 
ting  there  wane  not  mere  e«  board  to  partake  of  theplea«irea  aH  preeeot 
had  enjoyed  throughout  the  day.  This  toast  of  coarse  was  raptoroqaiy 
applauded,  and  one  of  the  atewards*  ivas  tmanimoiiBly  eailed  en  to  ret- 
pond  to  it  Ml  behalf  of  the  kdiea;  from  our  station  ire  were  unable  t» 
hear  the  expressions  which  this  gentleman  gat^  utterance  to,  howevvr 
they  caused  much  merriment  among  tho«e  who  were  in  a  more  &yoitr- 
able  position  than  onrselTea. 

Thus  ended  the  racing  bunneas  of  the  day,  and  from  the  early  hour 
we  reached  Blaekwoll  the  pleasure  was  enhanced. 

Before  closing  this  account  it  will  be  as  well  to  notice  a  few  of  the 
incidents  which  attended  our  ptogressi-^before  leaving  Blackwall  a  large 
American  vessel  was  observed  to  dip  her  colours,  and  the  return  having 
been  made  by  the  club  steamer,  the  band  engaged,  (the  Royal  Horse 
Guards,  Blue)  struck  up  ^*  Yankee  Doodle,*'  whidi  compliment  our 
American  friends  acknowledged  with  cheers.  During  our  progress  oUier 
American  crafib  were  fell  in  with,  and  salutes  were  fired  by  them,  and 
it  was  really  pleasant  to  hear  the  excellent  Vice-Commodore,  sbging 
ottt  ''Anselll'-'Anselll'— ^ve  them  a  round !^-another  round,  Ansell! — 
fire  away  Ansell!"  and  Ansell  replied  to  the  command  with  hearty  good- 
will. On  passing  Mr.  Pitcher's  bmlding  yard  at  North^et,  a  Swedisli 
frip;ate  (the  Esmeralda)  which  was  in  the  dodt  repairing,  £pped  her 
colours  as  t^e  Prince  of  Wales  steamed  by. 

When  off  the  Medwiay  on  our  return  the  steamer  sbipfyed  two  or  three 
dose^  of  salt  water,  a  gi^t  portion  of  which  was  distributed  over  thoee 
forward,  one  person  get^dng  the  Kon^s  share:  this  caused  much  merri* 
ment:  the  veteran,  (who  wow  a  clasp  and  ribbon  of  semrice,)  took  all  ta 
good  part  and  joined  in  themirl^. 

Of  the  merits  of  the  yachts  little  need  be  said,  as  they  have  liaasa 
repeatedly  recounted,  therefore  we  shall  only  remark,  with  respeetto  the 
Secret,  that  we  fear  she  is  not  improved  in  speed  by  het  alteration  ainoe 
kstout  Amanm  is  new  canvassed  by  Mr.  dilbwt  of  Bldlway  Pie  i, 
Fenohuroh  Street,  and  thn  worthy  gentleman  seems  very  sweet  on  n 
craft;  and  no  doubt  if*  we  may  presume  to  jndge  of  his  ability  as  a  s  * 
maker  by  the  set  of  the  main-sail  of  the  Amaann  this  day,  the  *'  c  1 
salts"  will  be  electrified  when  this  yacht  is  frdlyOilbertimd*:  we  he  1 
than  a  new  top-sail  yard  is  preparing  upwards  of  80  feet  long. 
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The  Thoaght  was  wdl  sailed,  andPidcetti  her  captaiiiy  deeerres  to  be 
well  rewarded  by  hie  owner,  for  if  it  had  been  an  open  race  with  the 
aame  allowance  for  tonnage  she  would  have  taken  the  fint  prize,  being 
only  4m.  dOs.  behind  the  Amason,  and  which  would  have  been  oonsi- 
decably  len  if  the  delay  at  startmg  had  not  oooorred.  We  hear  that 
Pickett  oomplaios  of  the  captain  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Steam«r  in 
washing  the  decks  of  the  Thooght  daring  her  progress* 

Last  not  least,  the  Entravaganaa.  We  o(nne  she  will,  when  all  her 
gear  is  more  pliable,  and  is  in  better  trim,  prove  a  greater  teaser  than 
many  anticipate.  She  is  a  beamy  crafk»  stood  well  up  to  her  canvas,  and 
coi^  have  safely  carried  more  if  we  may  judge  by  her  appearance  at  the 
first  match  she  was  ever  entered  in.  We  noticed  in  some  of  the 
^porting  joomals  that  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  she  would 
labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  an  untried  vessel,  and  that  her 
crew  were  new  to  the  Thames.  All  these  have  been  proved  by  her 
oo  this  occasion  groundless,  her  crew  are  entitled  to  every  prMse;  they 
sailed  their  craft  in  first-rate  style:  with  judgment,  good  seamanship^ 
and  with  every  desire  to  give  and  take  fiur  play.  Wanhill  will  be  'ere 
Ae  summer  doses  proud  of  his  handiwork,  or  we  are  much  mistaken. 
Many  yachts  were  afloat  on  the  occasisn,  but  very  few  accompanied  the 
racing  craft. 


RANELA6H  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH; 

Oh  the  2l8t  of  May  we  steamed  to  that  far-femed  locality  where  the 
warriors  of  our  country  mostly  find  a  resting  plaoe^  (Chelsea,)  to  witness 
a  match  between  seven  small  craft  belonging  to  this  Clnk  The  day 
was  fine,  and  the  wind  blowing  steadily  from  S.S.E.,  we  anticipated  a 
pleasant  treat,  in  part  we  were  not  disappointed,  for  on  arriving  at 
Battersea  Bridge  we  found  all  the  yachts  ready  for  starting,  and  placed 
in  the  following  order: — The  Zouve  had  No.  1  station,  nearest  the 
Surrey  shore. 


TACbt*B  Nmdm. 

Big. 

Ton* 

OwMn. 

DlfktegiiliiilntFlaf. 

.    ^^J^^ 

catter 

cutter 
catter 
catter 
cutter 
catter 
catter 

B.  Sawyer,  Esq. 
a  T.White,  Esq. 
B.  Wyld,  Esq. 
A.  King,  Esq. 
E.  GoesUEdq. 
—  Greaves,  Esq. 
J.  Barney,  Esq. 

Blue,  red  cross 

tflenifi 

White,  bloe  cross 

Dark  blue 

'■    [yiH>tflll...  ........ 

,   lice- 

WUte,  red  crescent 
Bine,  white  star 

:   dle.^ 

Bed,  white  and  bloe 

White,  red  (toss 
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The  match  was  f  ^r  a  splendid  sOrer  cup,  from  Battcrsea  to  Putney 
twice  over  the  course. 

The  proceedings  commenced  by  the  Commodore  l)eing  rowed  to  each 
of  the'  yachts,  in  a  neat  four-oared  galley  in  artistic  style,  wi^  a  coxswain 
in  scdrlet  costume,  after  which  the  guti  for  starting  at  about  Ih.  52m. 
was  fired,  and  Alice  was  the  first  away,  followed  by  Belle,  Cremome, 
and  Eugenie;— ^the  Zouve  rather  behind  in  setting  her  canvas,  and  the 
Mary  and  Doubtfbl  disdaining  the  efforts  of  their  helmsmen,  drifted  for 
a  short  space  broadside  with  the  tide,  until  a  slight  foul  occurred  between 
them.     However,  aftier  this  friendly  salute  they  followed  their  leaders. 

When  off  Cremome  Gardens  the  Eugenie  took  third  place,  and  in 
rounding  Pleasant  Point  the  Belle  overhauled  and  passed  the  Alice:  and 
being  now  the  leading  yacht  the  Belle  unfortunately  mistook  the  dis- 
tance to  be  sdled,  having  turned  on  her  downward  passage  off  the 
Meadows  at  Wandsworth  instead  of  proceeding  to  Putney,  and  she 
had  proceeded  about  a  mile  before  the  mistake  .was  discovered,  conse- 
quently she  had  to  go  about  again,  and  round  the  station  buoy  at  Put- 
ney. The  Eugenie  on  the  return  took  the  lead  off  Wandsworth  Pier, 
the  Alice  close  in  her  rear,  Zouve  third,  Belle  Fourth,  Cremome  fifth, 
in  this  order  they  rounded  the  flag-boat: — 


h.    m.    8 
2    60      0 

Belle 

h.    m. 
2     64 

s. 
40 

AH'T^ 

2    62    20 

Cremorne 

3       0 

0 

Zouve  

2     53     15 

Some  time  after  the  above  had  proceeded  on  their  second  cruise,  Mary 
hove  in  sight,  and  passing  round  the  flag-boat  went  in  pursuit,  but  we 
should  imagine  without  any  hope  of  winning,  except  some  mischance 
befel  the  five  yachts  ahead.  After  proceeding  a  short  ^stance  the  Alice 
cafrried  away  her  bobstay,  and  the  Zouve  succeeded  in  passing  her  and 
taking  second  place;  in  this  order  they  continued  without  any  alter- 
ation to  the  finish;  and  when  coming  down  the  strcught  cruise  to  Bitter- 
sea  Bridge,  some  pretty  manoeuvring  was  attempted  by  the  2k>uve  to 
go  to  windward  of  the  Eugenie,  the  consequence  was  they  both  hugged 
the  Surrey  shore. 

So  determined  did  the  Zouve  seem  to  pass  on  that  quarter  that  the 
Eugenie  was  in  danger  of  running  so  far  over  as  to  lose  the  wind.  The 
Zouve  finding  her  rival  bent  on  preventing  her  at  all  risks  sheered  f 
to  leeward,  and  fortunately  for  the  Eugenie,  a  catspaw  at  the  mom  t 
first  filled  her  sails^  and  she  shot  ahead  closely  followed  by  her  ri'  « 
This  was  the  prettiest  part  of  the  matohy  and  was  an  excellent  fin  , 
as  it  occurred  in  aight  of  the  company  aasembled.  The  yachts  o  a 
in  in  the  following  order  and  time: — 
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Eugenie 

h.    m.    8. 

3    37     10 

BeUe 

Oremorn^. 

3    46    45 

ZoQve  

8    39     25 

3    43    40 

3    58      0 

Alice 

This  match  was  attended  by  one  of  those  unpleasant  aots  ¥^ch  is 
generallj  the  foreninner  of  nraoh  iU«wiU,  vii:— *a  protest:  although  if  it 
is  the  bet  that  the  Eugenie  and  Zonve  did  not  round  the  buoy  at  Pui^ 
ney  and  also  that  the  Alice  fouled  the  Belle,  these  protests  are  justifiable^ 
and  whateyor  may  be  the  result  they  oannot  beeonstmed  into  harsh  or 
fri?olous  allegations  of  the  protestor. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUR— OrMimo  Tmp. 

Kant  of  our  readers  will  exclaim  perhaps,  here  are  the  doings  of  ano* 
ther  Metropolitan  Club  logged, — true!  but  why  these  are  brought  more 
ft«quently  forward  is  easily  explained;  every  assistance  is  afforded  in 
obtainmg  information,  and  at  all  times  if  the  Press  is  not  present  some 
one  is  kind  enough  to  forward  a  report  Not  so  with  the  generality  of 
elttbs,  for  unless  the  secretary  (who  by-the-bye  has  much  business  to 
attend  to)  can  find  an  opportunity  of  taking  notes,  the  proceedings  are 
unknown  to  the  yachting  world;  the  great  bulk  of  the  members  not 
troubling  themselves  with  the  details.  It  is  in  the  power  of  everyone 
to  make  known  their  club's  proceedings,  if  they  will. 

Our  task  is  with  the  London  at  present,  a  club  which  has  called  forth 
repeated  mention  in  this  journal;  its  prosperity  having  been  marked  from 
its  foundation,  and  its  onward  course  noted. 

In  the  **merry  month  of  May,**  many  yachts  bore  the  members  and 
friends  to  that  celebrated  bacchanalian  retreat  of  yachtsmen — ^Erith, 
where  a  good  spread  was  provided  at  the  Crown. 

The  Mars  was  the  flag-ship  for  the  day,  the  owner,  Mr.  Baines, 
having  placed  her  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commodore. 

On  taking  the  chur  at  the  festive'  board  the  commodore  was  joined 
by  nearly  sixty  gentlemen,  who  satisfactorily  proved  "  by  deeds'*  that 
Uie  abilities  of  the  caterer  were  approved.  On  the  repast  being  ended, 
thA  chairman  proposed  in  a  loyal  speech  the  ^Health  of  her  Majesty  the 
C  leen,"  which  as  usual  with  yachtsmen  was  drank  with  every  mark  of 

ihusiasm.     The  toasts  of  **  Prince  Albert  and  the  Royal  Family,"  the 

\rmj  and  Navy'*  were  loudly  cheered. 

^en  the  commodore  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "the  Royal 
idon  Yacht  Club:**  he  was  gratified  at  seing  so  many  members  of  the 

J  with  their  friends  present^  a  larger  number  than  he  ever  recollected 
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at  a  mmilar  meeting.  It  augured  well  for  the  prosperity  of  their  fordi- 
ooming  aeason.  He  was  proud  to  see  such  an  assemblage  as  it  oonTinced 
him  that  peace  was  the  herald  of  snooess  in  ysditing  affigun.  He  was 
glad  t^  know  that  the  Royal  Thames  had  a  most  glorioos  opening  a 
short  time  back,  and  he  was  happy  to  6nd  that  that  chib  flomithed 
equally  with  the  London:  at  {nesent  the  latter  oould  boast  of  a  prood 
array  of  members  on  its  regist«>  every  meeting  added  to  its  strength, 
and  whilst  unity  and  oonoord  reigned  amongst  them,  the  dub  would  go 
on  progressing. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  proposing  the  health  of  the  commodore,  r^;retted  that 
the  task  had  not  fiillen  on  some  one  more  competent  to  do  justice  to  the 
merits  of  that  gentleman,  he  (Mr.  Cook)*  was  guilty  of  great  assump- 
tion in  attempting  to  giro  eren  a  faint  outline  of  the  many  excellent 
qualities  of  the  commodore,  whose  indelatigable  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  club,  and  whose  seal  to  promote  the  noble  cause  of  yachting  bad 
placed  the  London  in  the  foremost  ranks,  and  he  (Mr.  Cook)  doubted 
not  the  gentlemen  present  would  join  Um  in  drinking  **  The  health  o£ 
the  commodore,  J.  Goodson,  Esq.,  and  may  he  long  live  to  reign  over 
them."    (Much  cheering.)  . 

The  commodore  in  returning  thanks,  considered  that  the  eloquent 
manner  in  which  his  humble  exertions  had  been  lauded  was  hr  heyaoi 
their  deserts.  His  endeavours  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  dub  had 
fallen  short  of  what  he  could  have  wished;  but  what  he  had  done  had 
been  with  an  earnest  desire  to  be  of  service  to  the  body,  and  promote 
the  interests  of  yachting.  His  time  had  of  late  been  necessarily  mudi 
occu{Hed  in  other  matters,  so  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  apply  that 
undivided  attention  to  their  interests  which  was  desirable;  but  he  hsd 
used  as  much  as  he  could  possibly  spare,  and  he  hoped  they  would  make 
every  allowance  for  his  various  engagement&  He  was  proud  of  thor 
position,  and  proud  of  the  continued  confidence  they  were  kind  enough 
to  repose  in  him,  and  hoped  he  should  always  be  sensible  of  it  He  was 
happy  in  knowing  their  funds  were  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  while 
they  possessed  these  there  was  no  fear  that  the  Club  would  retrograde. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Goodson  then  proposed  the  health  of  Captain  Andrews,  the 
Vice-Commodore,  who,  although  absent,  enjoyed  a  place  in  thdr  le- 
mory.  He  complunented  that  officer  upon  the  great  interest  he  isd 
always  taken  in  the  affiura  of  the  dub,  and  regretted  he  was  not  at  bat 
moment  with  them. 

The  commodore  returned  thanks  for  his  colleague,  and  said  thai  I  isi- 
ness  of  importance  called  him  to  Denmark.     He  was  sore  he  wor^^  ieel 
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mnoh  pbttsed  widi  the  wkj  in  which  the  toatt  had  been  given  and 

RQ0lveO« 

Mr.  Crodcferd  propoMd  the  health  of  Mr.  Eagles,  the  Treaaorer,  and 
thought  they  wocdd  not  be  doing  joatioe  nnlesa  thej  drank  the  health  of 
ooe  whose  efficient  servioen  entitled  him  to  that  mark  of  their  reepeet 
aad  esteem. 

OAer  toasts  followed,  among  which  was  the  health  of  Mr.  T.  Gregory, 
wk^  as  Secretary  of  the  club,  has  done  so  much  for  its  prosperity  by 
Ids  constant  attention  to  the  business  and  his  uniform  courtesy  to  all. 

In  the  momiag  some  of  the  yadits  proceeded  down  the  river  on  a 
enuie. 


FORTHCOMING  SAILING  MATCHES  ON  THE  THAMES  IN 

JUNE. 

nrmee  ^  fFaies  Match  for  the  12th  is  the  first  on  the  list,  for  asplen- 
did  piece  of  plate  of  die  value  of  thirty  sovereigns,  the  gift;  of  Mr, 
Benson  of  Ludgate  Hill,  which  will  be  suied  for  by  yachts  of  ten  tons 
and  under,  belonging  to  the  club. 

Those  owners  who  cannot  personally  attend  may  enter  their  yachts, 
by  letter,  enclosing  one  shilling  per  ton  in  stamps  as  entrance  fee,  ad- 
diesssd  to  C.  F.  Chubb,  Esq.,  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern,  till  Thursday 
the  5th  inst,  at  nine  p.m.,  when  the  entries  finally  dose. 

The  yachts  are  to  be  at  the  Folly  House,  Blackwall  on  Monday  the 
9th  to  be  measured. 

Considerable  interest  is  excited  amongst  the  members,  as  some  of  tbe 
cracks  will  be  opposed  by  two  or  three  new  craft:  the  commodore's  new 
yacht  the  Silver  Cloud  is  to  make  her  debut  on  the  occasion,  and  Mr. 
Tnckwell's  Invicta  is  also  expected. 

We  are  informed  that  the  celebrated  Julia,  now  the  property  of  the 
exeellent  Treasurer,  P.  Turner,  Esq.,  is  disqualified  for  this  match, 
having  won  two  prices  in  succession  last  year. 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  steamer  engaged  to  accompany 
this  match,  will  start  from  Blackwall,  and  not  from  Hungerford  as  here- 
tofore, at  half-past  ten  precisely,  we  therefore  recommend  the  members 
to  be  on  the  pier  by  ten  at  the  latest 

Bo^l  London  Yacht  Club,  first  match  of  the  season  is  the  next  on 
the  rota,  13th,  for  first  and  second  class  yachts,-^First  Class  priaes  will 
be,  first  yacht  £40,  second  £10.  Second  class,  first  prize  £80,  second 
prise  £5.  The  course  will  be  from  Erith  round  the  Nore  Light  and 
back  to  Eriih.     The  last  night  of  entry  b  on  Monday  the  9th  inst. 
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Boj^at  Thamu  Faehi  Club  Schooner  Maiek  m  tbe  iHh  insl  b  for 
a  priie  of  the  value  of  £100.  This  match  has  always  beeo  the  ginat 
gun  of  the  dob,  and  much  speeulataon  generally  takes  place.  We 
kaow  of  one  new  yacht  at  least  which  is  making  rapid  progress  towards 
completion,  expressly  to  sail  in  this  match;  and  her  owner  thinks  he 
shall  be  well  up  at  the  finish. 

By  die  foregoing  it  appears  there  will  be  three  days'  yadit  matches 
in  succession  by  the  three  principal  dubs  on  the  Thames,  and  from  the 
liberality  of  the  prises,  we  anticipate  a  numerous  attendance  of  yachta 
We  hope  that  each  match  will  be  well  contested,  and  t^t  fine  weather 
and  spanking  breeaes  may  reign  predominant  throughout 

The  R.T.Y.C.  matches  for  Third  and  Fourth  Class  yachts  will  be 
June  28th,  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  back,  for  prizes  of  the  yalue 
of  £60  and  £30,  half  minute  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage,  last  day 
of  entry  the  19th  inst,  until  ten  p.m.,  the  third  class  yachts  above  12 
tons  and  not  exceeding  20  tons  ;  tbe  fi>ttrth  class  yachts,  7  tonsaqd 
not  exceeding  12  tons. 


ROYAL  THAMES  NATIONAL  REGATTA. 

Wit  feel  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  Secretary  to  lay 
before  our  readers  the  report  which  has  just  been  issued,  and  we  the  more 
readily  do  this,  as  it  is  id  a  noble  cause — ^namely  fostering  and  encouraging 
young  watermen,  and  giving  substantial  rewards  to  those  who  merit  si^- 
port.  These  regattas  receive  the  patronage  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria, 
His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  Belgians,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Duchess  of  Gloucester,  and  a  nu- 
merous list  of  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  many  of  whom  are  members  of  our 
yacht  clubs : — We  regret  our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  insert  their  names,  as 
many  well  known  would  be  recognised  by  our  readers.  The  support  given 
to  this  undertaking  fully  proves  the  interest  aquatic  pursuits  create;  and  tbe 
determination  to  uphold,  even  in  these  days  of  smoke  and  steam 

**Tbe  trim  built  wherry." 

The  Committee  in  again  presenting  their  Annual  Report  to  their  Patrons^ 
Subscribers,  and  the  Public,  cannot  refrain  from  congratulating  them  on  ^^ ' 
improved  prospects  that  the  coming  season  of  185b  presents  over  any  o 
predecessors.    In  the  previous  years,  the  experiment  of  whether  or  no,  Lon- 
could  support  a  Regatta,  commensurate  with  its  character  and  importan 
as  the  mistress  of  the  world,  had  to  be  made ;  but  all  questions  of  possibili 
has  now  yielded  to  the  convincing  certainty  of  fact.     The  Koyal  Thai 
National  Regatta  of  1856  was  admitted,  without  exception,  by  the  I' 
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(tbe  greftt  eicponent  of  public  opinion,)  to  Imto  entirely  eclipsed  mj  before 
bald  in  tbis  or  any  otber  oonntry,  in  tbe  qoality  and  exeoOenoe  of  tport,  and 
the  liberality  and  value  of  tbe  prises  that  rewarded  it. 

like  unequivocal  soccess  tbe  Committee  would  attribute  to  the  gracious 
countenance  and  generous  aid  of  Her  Aliyesty  tbe  Queen,  wbose  patronagOt 
and  liberal  donation,  at  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  season,  gave  to  tbe  onder- 
taking  a  character  and  importance  tbat  enabled  tbe  Committee  to  overcome 
tbe  difficulties  wbicb  tbe  beavy  expenses  c^  a  calamitous  war  necessarily 
entailed  upon  them.  Tbe  advantages  resulting  fhxn  a  Regatta  of  this  uni* 
TerBsl  character  to  the  Watermen  of  tbe  country  generally,  more  espedaHy 
of  London,  from  whose  tanks  alone  so  many  hondteds  had  wiUingly  volnn- 
teered  into  the  service  of  their  country,  and  the  stimulus  that  snob  an 
exhibition  was  ibr  prodndng  amongst  tiiem  ezoellenoe  in  tbe  art  and 
csllingfor  which  their  previous  course  of  life  and  habits. particolariy  qualified 
tbem,  needed  only  to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  our  graciooa  Qoeen,  to 
snsore  (or  it  this  graceful  testimony  to  their  services.  The  Regatta  of  1 8^6 
was  a  triumph,  and  tbe  Committee  are  proud,  as  they  feel  sure  every  English- 
nun  win  be,  to  acknowledge  tbe  leading  cause.  The  Committee  have  the 
prond  satisihction  of  stating,  tbat  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  was  pleased  to 
command  that,  henceforth,  tbe  Regatta  should  bear  tbe  distinguished  title  of 
the  Royal  Thames  National  Regatta — an  honour  tbat  is  not  enjoyed  by  any 
ahnilar  Institution  in  the  Kingdom. 

United  with  this  royal  assistance  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty,  has  been  the 
gratifying  sympathy  evinced  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians;  also  of  His  Royal 
ffighness  tbe  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Dncbess  of 
Gloncester,  it  having  been  their  gracious  pleasure  to  bestow  their  especial 
patronage  upon  this  Institution. 

The  long  list  of  the  Nobility  whose  names  are  now  attached,  as  patrons 
and  supporters  to  this  Regatta,  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated — as  the  Com- 
outtee  feel  confident  it  will  be-— and  have  weight  with  the  community ; 
while,  the  personal  attendance  at  each  regatta  of  tbe  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  President  for  the  time  being,  attended  by  the  Sheritib,  in  his  state 
barge,  and  also  by  some  of  the  leading  Members  of  the  Corporation,  and  the 
presence  of  the  beads  of  tbe  Watermen  and  Lightermen's,  and  other  wealthy 
City  Companies,  are  convincing  and  grati^ng  prooft  of  the  opinion  they 
entertain  of  its  practical  utility  and  beneficial  tendency  to  tbe  huge  and 
mdustrial  class  over  whom  they  preside,  and  for  whose  advantage  it  was 
mainly  instituted. 

The  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  recording  their  thanks 
i  the  very  liberal  support  they  received  firom  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
1  iccieach,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  His  Grsce  the  Duke  of  Devon* 
a  ire,  The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  The  Most  Hon.  the 
1  wqnSs  of  Westminster,  The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  The 
I  gbt  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Chichester,  The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Fitshardioge,  llie 
I  "{bt  Hon.  tbe  Earl  Kilmorey,  The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Cambermere,  The 
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Right  Hoo.  Lord  DaiforiD  sod  daodeboye,  The  Right  Hon.  Loid  Louden- 
borough,  Baton  Lionel  De  Rotbaohild«  m  p^  Sir  Charlee  Rugge  Prioe»  Bart., 
Captun  Armstrong,  Thomas  Obamberlayne,  Esq.,  C.  J.  Seiwyn,  Esq^  R» 
Koselej,  Esq.,  William  Banbury,  Esq..  John  Draper,  Esq.  J.  F.  White,  Esq. 
T.  M.  B.  Batard,  Esq.,  the  Lightermen  and  Watermeos*  Company,  tlMo 
Fishmonger's  Company,  the  Nayigation  Coomiittee,  Messrs.  Trainan,  Han- 
bury,  &  Co.,  Barclay  &  Co.,  Golding  &  Co.,  Calvert  &  Co.,  Combe,  Dekfield 
&  Co.,  Smith,  Payne  &  Co.,  and  Sir  R.  Burnett  k  Co.,  and  also  to  several 
Members  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Qub,  and 
Prince  of  Wales*  Yacht  Clnb.  The  Committee  enumerate  the  above,  cun- 
sidering  it  their  duty  to  inibrm  the  public  to  whom  they  were  chiefly  indebted 
last  year  for  this  grand  festivaL 

But  while  thus  instancing  the  unparalleled  asdatance  and  support  of  their 
wealthy  patrons,  the  Committee  feel  they  would  be  depriving  the  Regatta  of 
its  principal  feature,  if  they  omitted  to  particularize  the  aid  and  co-operatioii 
they  have  received  from  the  aquatic  world  generslly— whether  the  sister 
service  of  our  congenial  Yacht  Clubs,  or  our  own  rowing  fiiends,  amongst 
whom,  the  Cambridge  University  Boat  Club  took  the  lead,  followed  by  the 
Qttba  of  London,  Glasgow,  and  other  provincial  towns.  To  aU  of  these,  and 
to  the  public  generally,  the  committee  tender  their  grateful  thanks  for  the 
universal  fand  flattering  estimate  thus  set  on  the  value  of  this  institution,  by 
the  assistance  received  from  men  of  aU  ranks  and  grades,  and,  but  for  which 
they  flsel  that  the  proud  foundation  on  which  the  Royal  Thames  National 
Regatta  now  stands  would  sink  from  under  it 

It  must  be  the  general  will  and  love  for  one  of  their  oldest  and  most  time 
honoured  sports,  that  it  as  folt  must  be  maintained  and  perpetuated  in  the 
position  it  has  now  acquired,  of  a  National  undertaking,  that  wiQ  keep  the 
Regatta  where  it  now  stands,  and  it  is  to  this  spirit  that  the  Committee  once 
more  confidendy  appeal 

That  the  finsnces  of  last  year  were  inadequate  to  the  expenditure  requiaite 
to  support  the  Regatta,  with  becoming  dignity,  the  Committee  at  ooce 
frankly  admit ;  but  the  statement  hereafter  given  will  show,  that  all  demaada 
were  immediately  discharged,  and  that  the  liberality  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Committee  enaUed  this  to  be  done  at  the  time. 

The  Committee   may,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  for  stating  the  cause  for 
which,  in  their  opinion,  this  deficiency  may  be  traced— -firstly  the  amount  of 
subscriptions  and  donations  was  less  than  bad  been  anticipated,  owing  to  the 
absence  abroad  of  so  many  of  their  staunehest  siq^porters,  the  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy ; — secondly,  owing  to  the  Regatta  being  much  later  in  the 
year  than  it  will  in  future  be  held,  causing  the  entrances  for  the  gentlemei 
matches  to  be  much  below  what  they  had  a  right  to  expect ;  and  thirdly  th 
having  to  expend,  during  the  last  two  years,  a  heavy  sum  for  plate,  wh» 
they  were  compelled  to  do  for  the  porchase  of  cups— which  being  challeog 
prizes  will  lemain  the  property  of  the  institution,  and  consequently  the  ou' 
lay  for  plate  alone  this  year  will,  it  is  believed,  be  about  70  per  cent,  ie 
than  its  predecessors.    For  the  fiitore  they  have  no  misgivings. 
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The  Committee  beg  to  state,  that  during  the  three  day's  Regatta,  thirty- 
leven  races  were  contended  in,  and  the  snm  of  ^6376  distributed  in  money  as 
prizes  to  Watermen— exclusive  of  a  Coat,  Badge,  and  Freedom  for  Water- 
men's apprentice,  value  ^19.  lis.;  and  the  further  sum  of  £184.  10s.  9d. 
paid  to  Watermen  for  hire,  gratuities,  entrance  money  returned,  &c.,  making 
a  total  of  £580.  Is.  9d.  paid  alone  to  Watermen  and  their  apprentices. 

To  their  indefatigable  Secretary,  Mr.  C  H.  Tidbury,  the  Committee  feel, 
that  not  only  their  own  thanks,  but  those  of  the  public  are  specially  due,  for 
the  efficient  and  gratuitous  discharge  of  the  onerous  duties  that  h&ve  devolved 
upon  him  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  Regatta;  and  they  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  stating  that,  they  still  retain  the  invaluable  services  of 
this  gentlemen,  and  they  desire  thus  publicly  to  acknowledge  their  deep 
sense  of  their  obligations  to  him. 

The  Committee  also  have  to  State,  that  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  this 
institution  perform  their  duties  gratuitously,  which  enables  them  to  dispense 
with  paid  officers. 

In  conclusion,  the  Conimitteee  would  once  more  eamestfy  call  on  the 
public  to  respond  liberally  to  this  undertaking,  in  the  success  of  which  their 
own  national  character  is  so  deeply  at  stake.  The  late  Naval  £)xhii>ition 
made  on  our  shores  has  shown  us  the  mistress  of  the  seas ;  but  the  arm  that 
directs  the  deadly  bolt,  and  the  cool  course  that  takes  advantage  of  its 
power,  are  human,  and  the  skill  and  endurance  of  our  brave  countrymen 
alone  gave  them  their  worth.  It  is  to  foster  this  spirit  of  aquatic  superiority 
— the  mainspring  of  our  supremacy  on  the  ocean — that  is  the  chief  aim  of 
oar  Regatta ;  that  whether  the  aristocratic  and  accomplished  oarsman,  or  the 
anknown  tyro,  or  apprentice  on  a  village  stream,  he  may  have  some  arena, 
some  placcf  of  public  exhibition,  where  an  opportunity  of  proving  his  excel- 
lence and  perfection  in  his  art,  that  practice  and  hard  work  have  alone  enabled 
him  to  reach,,  may  be  aiforded.  That  what  the  Olympic  Games  were  to  the 
Greek,  this  National  Regatta  may  be  to  the  Englishman.  That,  whilst  en-* 
couraging  a  healthy  amusement  and  praiseworthy  emulation,  the  physical 
endurance  and  stamina  of  our  countrymen,  and  the  spirit  of  manliness  and 
&ir  play  may  be  perpetuated,  and  that  an  equal  opportunity  of  honour  open 
to  every  one  to  struggle  for  the  reward  of  proficiency,  alone  may  be  excited. 
That  the  struggle  over  the  friendly  hand  of  fellow  and  companionship  may 
be  extended  as  before,  and  that  the  lessons  inculcated  in  the  peaceful  pursuit 
of  honour  and  fame,  in  one  of  bur  national  sports,  may  bear  with  them  their 
beneficial  fruits,  when  sterner  scenes  call  for  a  far  different  exhibition  of  like 
powers ;  and  that  the  historian  of  a  future  age,  when  detailing  the  jsad 
recital  of  the  sternest  realities  and  deadliest  struggles  of  the  late  war  may 
teU«  when  the  battle  was  over,  of  the  manly  bearing  of  the  Englishman,  to 
his  fallen  and  vanquished  foe,  and  trace  this  glorious  result  to  the  feelings 
imbibed  and  moulded  into  his  nature  by  the  animus  of  his  national  pastimes, 
of  which  that  now  urged  stands  pre-eminet.  It  is  not  only  to  the  passing 
exhibition  of  the  hour,  but  to  the  far  higher  good  that  sprinj^s  nut  of  it,  that 
the  Committee  would  direct  public  attention,  and  for  which  they  ask  the 
helping  baud,  which  they  know  will  not  be  withheld. 

NO.  6. — ^VOL.  V.  2  o 
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CLIFFORD'S  NEW  METHOD  OF  LOWERING  SHIPS  BOATS  AT 

SEA. 

Ws  are  glad  to  find  that  severe  tests  at  sea  have  tended  to  confirm  the 
fiivorable  opinion  we  gave  in  a  former  number  of  the  benefit  that  this  valuable 
invention  would  confer  on  the  maritime  community.  The  re[>eated  trials 
under  the  officers  of  the  Emigration  Commissioners,  Captain  Lean,  b.h.,  at 
London,  Captain  Schomberg,  r.k.,  at  Liverpool,  Captain  Smith,  at  South- 
ampton, and  Captain  Westbrook,  r.h.,  at  Plymouth,  all  establish  its  general 
practical  utility  and  simple  and  easy  action,  and  the  Commissioners  have 
consequently,  with  a  decision  that  entitles  them  to  public  gratitude,  more 
especially  that  of  the  poor  emigrants  whose  welfare  they  have  shown  this 
regard  for,  determined  that  all  emigrant  ships  shall  for  the  future  carry  two 
boats  fitted  with  this  plan  as  a  security  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  a  condi- 
tion to  this  effect  now  forms  part  of  a  clause  in  the  "  Charter  Party'*  signed 
by  the  owners  of  such  ships  with  the  Government.  In  accordance  with  this 
stipulation  the  boats  of  the  following  ships  have  been  fitted; — ^the  Hooghlv, 
Bermondsey,  Omega,  Aliquis,  Lloyds,  and  the  Shanghai. 

The  enterprising  firm  of  Baines  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  have  the  Life  Boat's 
of  all  their  ships  fitted  with  this  plan,  and  we  recommend  such  of  the  public 
as  are  about  making  a  trip  to  the  Antipodes,  to  go  by  some  ship  having  this 
alteration  for  the  salvation  of  the  lives  of  the  passengers,  on  board,  and  not 
run  the  risk  of  those  on  board  the  ^*  Josephine  Willis,*'  in  the  event  of  sudden 
accident. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  ingenuity  and  perseverance  of  one  of  our 
townsmen,  and  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  add  a  leading  London  aquatic  and 
sculler,  has  at  last  accomplished  in  an  effectual  and  satisfactory  manner  this 
important  naval  want,  decided  to  be  such  by  the  Parliamentary  report,  which 
stated  at  the  time  of  the  enquiry  that  was  instituted  into  the  cause  of  the 
dreadful  loss  of  life  that  residted  firom  the  fire  and  wreck  of  the  Amazon, 
Mail  Packet  steamer,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  the  Birkenhead,  Government 
transport  ship  off  the  coast  of  Afiica,  that,  '^  the  means  of  lowering  ship's 
boats  evenly  and  readily  disengaging  the  tackles,  were  duideraia  watiled 
throughout  the  naval  service" 

Surely  our  yachtsmen  cannot  be  aware  of  the  addition  to  their  comfort  and 
convenience  that  such  a  plan  would  be,  or  their  well  found  craft,  especially 
those  of  the  larger  calibre,  would  not  be  without  it. 

A  working  ntodel  of  the  plan  may  be  seen  at  Bell's,  late  Farley's,  the  Dock- 
yard, Fleet  Street 

Colonial  Land  and  Em^aium  O^   r. 
Parh  Street,  Weetmineter, 
ISth  February,  1856 
Sir. — With  reference'  to  my  letter  of  28th  ultimo,  requesting  you  to  como    • 
nicate  with  Captain  Schomberg  on  the  subject  of  the  application  to  a  v<     1 


CUI'FOBD'S  MJITHOD  of  LOWBRma  SHIPS  BOATS.        279 

at  Liverpool  of  your  apparatus  for  lowering  boats,  I  have  much  pleasure  by 
direction  of  the  Emigration  Commissioners  in  sending  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  bis  Report  of  the  trials  made  of  that  apparatus. 

I  have  the  honour,  kc, 
S.  Walcott. 
To  Mr.  a  Clifford.  Secretary. 


OovemmetU  Emigration  Office, 
Liverpool^  February  I5th,  1856. 
Sib. — I  beg  to  report  the  result  of  the  trials  of  Mr,  Clifford's  boat  apparatus 
fitted  on  board  the  Government  emigrant  ship  "  Commodore  Perry.** 

As  the  Commissioners  have  already  witnessed  a  trial  at  Southampton  of 
thia  invention^  I  will  not  trespass  on  their  time  by  giving  a  description  of  the 
apparatus. 

I  proceeded  on  board  the  **  Commodore  Perry,**  at  anchor  In  the  Mersey, 
at  1  F.M.,  on  the  11th,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  officers  of  this  establish- 
ment, and  also  the  owners  of  the  ship,  Admiral  Grenville,  Commander 
Luctcraft,  (late  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Euryalus),  and  some  other  gentlemen, 
among  them  the  inventor,  Mr.  Clifford. 

I  directed  the  starboard  quarter  boat  to  be  manned  and  lowered.  This 
boat  was  fitted  on  the  ordinary  plan,  as  a  man  of  war^s  boat,  slung  with  a 
piece  of  chain  clinched  through  the  keel,  led  up  through  a  thwart  with  a 
hook  in  the  sling,  the  tackle  fitted  with  a  thimble  in  the  block.  The  boat 
was  lowered  with  the  crew  in,  successfully,  the  tide  running  I  imagine  about 
fiye  knots.  I  dropped  this  boat  astern,  and  kept  her  manned,  as  a  precaution 
in  the  event  of  accident.  Mr.  Clifford  then  came  forward  with  a  volunteer 
erew,  to  lower  his  boat.  The  boat  was  lowered  and  detached  in  a  few 
seconds  vrith  perfect  ease ;  she  was  then  hoisted  up,  and  again  lowered  and 
in  the  descent  checked  several  times  by  my  order,  testing  the  power  of  the 
controller.  I  then  made  a  third  trial,  testing  the  power  of  the  controller 
when  close  to  the  water,  as  it  might  be  desirable  in  a  sea  way  to  drop  a  boat 
or  hold  a  boat.  In  this  manner  the  controller  on  these  trials  was  held  by  Mr. 
Clifford's  seafaring  man.  In  these  several  tests  everything  worked  with  the 
most  perfect  success  and  uniformity.  On  the  12th  the  second  day's  trial  was 
made  under  the  same  circumstances  as  of  yesterday,  except  1  directed  the 
crew  to  manage  the  entire  operation.  The  boat  was  lowered  twice  with 
success,  the  gear  all  worked  well,  the  tide  running  at.  about  five  knots. 

The  third  trial  on  the  13th,  I  again  caused  the  crew  to  manage  the  entire 
operation,  which  was  quite  successful.  ^ 

The  fourth  trial,  on  the  15th,  1  inspected  the  boat,  and  saw  she  was  ready 
'  i>r  use.  I  then  selected  a  crew,  and  from  the  time  of  their  stepping  into  the 
<  poat  until  the  boat  was  in  the  water  did  not  occupy  a  greater  space  of  time 
1  lan  thirty  seconds^  and  on  this  occasion  there  was  not  a  very  strong  tide 
]  inning. 

In  presenting  the  result  of  the  trials  of  this  boat  in  the  Mersey,  I  feel  it  a 
j  reat  pleasure  to  state  the  very  high  opmon  I  enUrtoin  of  the  invention,    I 
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thiuk  it  simple,  pracHcaf,  inexpensive,  and  a  very  great  improvement  on  the 
ordinary  fitting  of  ships'  boats.  It  also  has  the  great  advantage  thai  tm^ 
practical  teamen  can  comprehend  the  working  of  it  at  a  glance,  and  I  think  it 
well  worthy  of  a  full  test  at  sea  with  a  ship  in  motion, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  H.  Schombero,  Capt.  e.v. 
Government  Emigration  Officer. 
S.  Walcatt,  Esq.,  Secretary,  ^e,  Sfc. 

Government  Emigration  Office*  London, 


In  consequence  of  this  recommendation  her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commis- 
sioners gave  instructions  to  Captain  Lean,  r.h.,  the  Emigration  Officer  for 
London,  to  see  it  carried  out,  and  Captain  Westbrook,  b.n.,  was  sent  from 
London  to  Plymouth  to  test  the  plan  en  route,  when  the  ship  was  under  sail. 
The  rough  state  of  the  wei^ther  prevented  this  heing  effectually  done,  but  the 
result  of  one  trial  with  the  ship  underway,  and  six  when  she  was  at  anchor 
in  the  Sound  at  Plymouth^  with  a  fresh  sea  on,  are  given  from  Captain  West- 
brook's  Report. 

With  reference  to  this  invention  I  beg  to  describe  that  six  trials  have  been 
mads  while  the  ship  was  at  anchor,  and  one  when  underway. 

First. — At  Gravesend,  (underway,)  placing  four  men  in  the  boat  with 
Mr.  Clifford  (the  inventor)  aa  the  controller,  when  she  was  lowered  with  per- 
fect eaae,  and  disengaged  from  the  ship  in  the  space  of  fifteen  seconds. 

Secondly. — The  following  morning  I  lowered  her  myself,  having  a  crew  of 
six  men,  with  equal  facility  and  success. 

Thirdly. — At  anchor  in  the  Lower  Hope,  the  experiment  was  repeated 
with  seven  men  in  the  boat,  and  disengaged  from  the  ship  in  twelve  seconda. 

Fourthly. — On  the  evening  of  the  ship's  arrival  in  the  Sound,  seven  men 
were  ordered  into  the  boat,  and  lowered  rapidly  to  the  water,  when  the  pen- 
dants were  instautly  disengaged,  and  the  boat  free  from  the  vessel's  side  in 
the  apace  of  twelve  seconds. 

Being  desirous  to  give  the  boat  further  trials  when  the  officers  and  crew 
could  be  better  spared,  and  to  assist  my  judgment  as  to  its  merits,  1  repaired 
on  board  yesterday,  having  the  attendance  of  the  Master,  officers,  and  crew  ; 
the  boat  was  then  lowered  three  times  successively,  with  a  crew  of  six,  seven, 
and  eight  men,  myself  being  once  as  the  controller,  and  an  able  seaman  on 
the  other  occasions.  The  average  time  in  lowering  occupied  six  seconda^ 
and  disengaging  the  pendants  four  seconds.  ' 

In  conclusion  I  have  no  hesitation  in  reporting  that  the  Invention  is  a 
decided  improvement  upon  the  ordinary  method  of  lowering  boats  at  sea  ;  am) 
also,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  i 
essentially  intended,  that  of  safely  disengaging  the  boat  from  the  ship^s  n 
tshile  the  ship  is  steering  her  course  through  the  water, 

1  have  also  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  I  believe  the  invention  bar  — ' 
a  &vorable  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Master,  officers,  and  ere 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

(Signed)        Taos.  Westb 
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MEMORANDA  OP  CLUB  DOINGS. 


ROYAL  CANADIAN  VACHT  CLUB.— Torohto. 

Our  colonial  friends  are  enthusiastic  in  their  support  of  yachting,  and  by  the 
accounts  which  we  have  received  from  them  the  club  is  &mly  eetabMsbedf 
and  powerfnlly  patronised.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  aiding  by 
his  countenance  and  support  to  place  the  club  on  a  firm  basis.  The  fleet 
number  near  a  score  yachts,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  *ere  long  we  shaU  re- 
cdve  accounts  of  a  very  favorable  nature  respecting  the  matches  that  are 
tailed  and  the  amount  of  prizes  won.  Yachting  has  become  within  a  ftw 
years  one  of  the  most  general  sports  throughout  the  civilized  globe.  N.  E. 
W.  &  S.,  yacht  clubs  spring  up,  and  the  yachtsman  meets  brothers  and 
fttends  go  where  he  wilL 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB. 

Dim  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  following  resolutions  of  the  members 
of  this  club,  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  Hon.  Treasurer, 
by  U.  T.  N.  Meade,  Esq.,  who  was  also  many  years  the  Hon.  Secretary.  It 
was  resolved — That  Dr.  Meade,  having  resigned  the  treasurership  of  this  club, 
which  he  has  held  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  previously  for  several  years 
acted  as  Hon.  Secretary,  the  duties  of  which  offices  he  had  discharged  with 
so  much  zeal  and  unwearied  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  club  in  every 
respect,  we  hereby  present  to  him,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the  warmest 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  of  the  club  at  this  general  meeting.**  **  Re- 
solved—That a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  some  more  substantial 
testimonial  of  our  esteem  and  regard  for  our  late  Treasurer,  Dr.  Meade,  as  a 
more  lasting  token  than  the  mere  verbal  expression  of  our  acknowledgments 
of  his  long  and  distinguished  services  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Cork 
Yacht  Club.** 

We  have  in  conjunction  with  other  journalists  received  many  proofs  of  this 
gentleman's  desire  to  afford  on  all  occasions  every  assistance  to  the  press ; 
and  we  cordially  add  our  best  wishes  for  his  happiness  in  his  retirement. 


ROYAL  YACHT  SQUADRON.      , 

Tax  General  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern, 
St  James's,  London,  on  the  9th  ull„  which  was  numerously  attended,  and 
the  noble  Commodore,  the  Earl  of  Wilton  presided.  Several  gentlemen 
were  elected  members,  among  whom  were  Lieut.  Col,  C,  Baring,  Caprice, 
yawl,  56  tons ;  M.  Ricardo,  Esq.,  Maid  of  the  Mist,  cutter,  31  tons ,  F.  R. 
Magenis,  Esq.,  Drifl,  cutter,  50  tons  ;  CoL  J.  T.  Cliflon,  Plover,  cutter,  35 
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tons;  Lord  Willoughby  De  Eresby,  Panther,  lugger,  85  tons;  Capt.  C 
Edfnonds,  r^n.,  and  Capt.  T.  R.  Sullivan,  R.ir. 

The  accounts  for  the  past  year  were  audited,  and  a  large  balance  was 
declared  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers,  showing  the  prosperity  of  the 
club,  which  now  numbers  173  members  and  ninety-one  yachts,  with  11,043 
tons. 

Other  busLness  was  transacted  at  the  meeting  having  reference  to  the  rules 
of  the  Squadron,  as  also  the  regatta,  which  it  was  proposed  should  take  place 
in  the  week  after  the  Goodwood  races,  subject  to  the  approval  of  her  Majesty, 
the  patroness  of  the  Squadron. 

The  list  of  members  was  ordered  to  be  re-numbered,  thus  a  step  will  be 
given  to  the  Vice -Commodore,  and  to  Joseph  Reynolda,  Esq.,  who,  with  their 
seven  predecessors,  may  be  considered  admirals  of  the  Squadron.  They, 
severally,  being  above  the  number  10,  will  hoist  the  jack  over  their  respective 
numbers ;  those  below  that  number  being  in  common  parlance  vice-admirals 
will  hoist  the  union  between  the  numbers.  The  Marquis  of  Donegal  stands 
No.  10  on  the  list,  and  according  to  naval  routine,  is  the  senior  for  the  next 
change. 

^'ith  reference  to  the  contemplated  new  club-house,  a  lease  of  Cowes 
Castle  for  41  years  has  been  granted  to  the  members  by  the  Government,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  Squadron  purpose  expending  a  large  sum  in  the  contem- 
plated alterations,  to  be  completed  prior  to  the  next  season.  The  castle  will 
be  so  enlarged  and  improved  by  the  erection  of  a  tower  on  its  west  end,  ft 
spacious  ball-room  in  front — in  fact,  undergo  such  an  alteration  for  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  members,  as  will  render  it  the  first  club-house  io 
the  kingdom,  and  worthy  of  the  distinguished  patronage  it  enjoys. 

Her  Majesty  having  approved  of  the  arrangements  respecting  the  regatta, 
wMch  in  future  will  take  place  the  week  after  Goodwood  Races,  instead  of  as 
heretofore,  the  Commodore  has  announced  through  the  Secretary  the  follow- 
ing : — Tuesday,  August  5th,  Prince  Albert's  Cup ;  Wednesday,  August  6tb, 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  Members^  Thursday,  August  7th,  Her  Majesty's  Cup, 
value  100  guineas ;  fireworks  in  the  evening ;  and  Friday,  August  8tb,  the 
Ball 


EOYAL  WEAR  YACHT  CLUB.— Suhdbelahd. 

This  club  is  making  rapid  strides  towards  prosperity — ^it  was  founded  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1855,  and  on  the  9th  of  May  last  obtained  the  Admiralty 
warrant,  with  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  Blue  ensign  of  Her  Majesty's 
Fleet,  and  a  white  burgee  with  a  blue  cross  and  a  gold  crown  in  centn  'f 
cross.  The  club  contains  a  numerous  list  of  members,  and  their  statioi  a 
society  is  a  guarantee  for  the  success  which  we  auger  will  attend  e 
meetings. 

As  soon  as  the  club  have  arranged  the  rules  and  elected  the  working  c(  * 
mittee,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  announce  the  firtt  match  of  the  Wear  Ya  t 
Club.    There  is  one  resolution  come  to  which  certainly  proves  the  memb   s 
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are  inclined  to  adopt  the  views  we  have  for  years  advocated,  namely,  to 
select  a  time  when  their  matches  shall  not  interfere  with  any  other.  This 
should  he  the  feeling  in  all  clubs,  and  we  think  will  be  in  a  great  measure 
carried  out  this  season. 

Sunderland  like  most  of  our  northern  ports  is  celebrated  as  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  and  the  establishment  of  a  yacht  club  at  this  port  will  assist  in 
training  our  future  Nelsons — ^and  enuring  youth  to  brave  the  "  perils  of  the 
deep  "  undaunted. 

The  Wear  Yacht  Club  is  registered  No.  22  in  the  Universal  Yacht  List. 

BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  programme  of  the  Sailing  Matches  of  this  Club  is  issued,  and  consists 
of  the  following  details,  thus : — 

Thursday  June  26th,  £20  Cup,  Entrance  10s.  6d.  Challenge  Cup  Course. 
Entrance  dose  on  Monday  June  23rd  at  9h.  p.m.  Saturday  July  26th,  £20 
Cup,  Entrance  10s.  6d.,  Challenge  Cup  Course.  Entries  close  on  Tuesday 
July  22nd  at  9  p.m.  Saturday  August  23rd  Challenge  Cup  value  £50,  with 
£6  added ;  open  to  all  the  world  for  yachts  under  8  tons.  Entries  close  on 
Tuesday  1 9th  of  Augusts—Entrance  Fee  21b. 

Sailing  Regulations  same  as  last  year. 

All  Entries  must  be  made  in  writing  with  the  Secretary.  The  yachts 
sailing  m  the  Matches  must  be  at  their  stations  off  the  Club  House,  Birken- 
head Ferry,  not  later  than  2h.  p.m. 

A  steam  er  engaged  by  the  Club  will  accompany  the  yachts.  Tickets  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  each,  may  be  procured  from  the  Commodore  and 
Secretary. 

WiUiiAM  Scott,  Han.  Sec. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 
Thb  celebrated  Mosquito,  whose  arrival  in  England  we  noticed  in  our  last, 
has  found  a  purchaser  in  Mr.  Young,  the  owner  of  the  Amazon. 

Messrs.  Spencer  and  Barnes  of  Cowes  have  lengthened  the  Vampire,  4ft. 
lia,  by  the  bow,  increasing  her  tonnage  to  17 ;  the  Haidee,  8ft.  Sin.,  by  the 
bow ;  and  Surprise  6ft.  Sin.,  by  the  bow,  and  3ft.  6in.,  by  the  keel,  to  bring 
the  sternpost  more  upright ;  they  have  also  lengthened  the  Snake  10  feet  by 
the  bow,  which  will  increase  her  to  30  tons.  She  belongs  to  Captain 
Bridgstock. 

Messrs.  Wanhill  of  Poole,  have  launched  a  cutter  of  32  tons  for  J.  C. 
Atkinson,  Esq.,  of  Cork,  and  another  of  80  tons,  for  R.  D.  Kane,  Esq.,  of 
Dublin. 

The  Leda,  Sir.  W.  Bulkeley,  which  was  r^ady  for  sea  is  dismantled,  owing 
to  a  death  in  the  iamily  of  the  owner. 

The  Aurora  Borealis,  which  is  advertised  for  sale  on  our  cover,  has  arrived 
at  Gowea,  her  former  owner  Captain  Beckman  died  a  short  time  back. 
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MeMW.  Fyfe  of  Fairlie  have  built  the  followinff  yachU  this  Beason. 
lothona,  cutter,  of  84  tons,  for  M.  Rowan,  Esq.,  late  of  Cymba;  Scud,  cutter, 
19  toiifl>  for  W.  Houldsworth,  Esq. ;  a  cutter  of  30  tons  fbr  R.  Spein,  Esq. ; 
and  a  cutter  of  13  tons  for  J.  Arbuthnot,  Esq.,  of  the  Mam,  scboooer. 

The  three  first  very  sharp  racing  looking  craft,  the  last  coostmcted  for 
comfort  more  than  speed. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COMB. 

June  12.— Prince  of  Waka  Tacht  Club  Match.  Bntries  dose  Jane  7th«  lOh.  f.m  . 

13.— Boyal  London  Tacht  Club  Sailing  Match  (first  and  sec  tid  class) 
from  Erith  round  the  Nore  Light.  Entries  close  June  9tb. 

14.— Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club  Schooner  Match.   Entries  close  June  5th. 

24.— Royal  St  Georges  Yacht  Club  Regatta  in  Dublin  Bay. 

25.— Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club. 

26  and  27.— Royal  Western  Tacht  Club  Ireland. 

28.— Royal  Mersey  Tacht  Club.  First  and  Second  Class. 

28.— Royal  Thames  Sailing  Match.  Entries  dose  June  19lh,  lOh.  p.ii. 
Ju  ly    1.— Royal  Mersey  Challenge  Cup. — Open  to  all  Clubst 

3  and  4.— Royal  Cork  Tacht  Club. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  JT7NB. 


HighWatei 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom  alter. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substractlng  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


85   Aberystwith 

27   Aldemey 

15   BantryBay 

0    Bridlington 

45   Carmarthan 

26    Cork  Harbour 

10   Dartmouth 

57   Dudgeon  Light.... 

45   Eddystone 

35   EzmouthBar 

32   Falmouth 

35  Flamboro'  Head... 
30  Guernsey  Pier..... 
25  Hartlepool 

Humber  Mouth... 

Einsale  Harbour.. 

Lands  End. 

Leith  Pier 

Lynn  R^gis 

Plymouth 

Swansea , 

Torbay 

Waterford , 

Weymouth 

Whitby 

Amsterdam 

Antwerp 

Bourdeuz 

46lCkerbowff 

Hambnr^l 

Brest...... 


h.  m. 

add  5  23 

4  38 

1  39 

2  23 
4 
2 


15 


3     58 
5     23 


8 
18 

8 
23 
23 
38 
23 
23 
23 
16 
88 
26 
3     48 


1     38 
0    53 


3     53 
1     39 


1L  m. 

Aberdeen Sfub  0  56 

Aldborough 3  2S 

Belfast. « 4  2 

Brighton 2  29 

Carnarvon 4  47 

Cowes  3  22 

Dublin  Bar 2  55 

Dungeness 3  17 

Folkestone 3  87 

Forehmd.  North...  2  22 

ForeUmd.  South  ..  2  47 

Gravesend 0  S7 

Greenwich. 0  20 

Harwich 2  37 

Howth  Harbour  ^  2  59 

IpsWich 2 

Kentish  Knock  ...  2  37 

Lowestoft.. 3  37 

Margate 2 

Nore  light 0  58 

Portsmouth 2  27 

Sheerness.. 1  28 

Southampton 2  27 

Spithead 4 

Tarmouth  Roads .  5  27 

Calais 2  19 

Dieppe 3 

Havre  de  Grace...  4  15 

Ostenda 1  IS 

Honfleur 4  37 

New  Tork. 5  7 
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RUSSELL'S  TWIN  LIFE  BOAT. 

f 

1^  At  a  tifiore  when  the  pablic  attentiou  id  directed  to  the  saTing  of  life 
^  tcom  i^pifreckt  it  is  inQumbeot  on  all  journalists  to  lay  befiire  thor 
t  readers,  such  designs  as  may  appear  deserving  support;  some  two 
[  years  ago  we  g$^e  a  sketelt  of  Mr.  Richardson's  Tubular  Boat ;  and 
Ijamb  and  White's  Life  Boat,  and  we  now  introduce  the  Twin  Life 
Boat  by  Mr.  C.  R  Russell,  this  boat  was  built  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
in  the  year  I860,  to  compete  for  the  Duke  of  Northumberiand's 
IPxbse,  and  a  model  of  it  was  exhibited  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  1851. 

In  the  year  1852,  Mn  H.  Richardson  ind  his  son  built  thdbr 
doable  Tubular.  Life  Boat,  the  Challenger,  in  which  they  made  a  bold 
bat  suoces^  cruise  half  round  the  coast  of  England,  encountering 
heavy  weather,  and  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  and  on  this  plan  a 
liife  Boat  has  been  built  and  is  now  stationed  at  Rhyl«  North 
Wales. 

He  canoes  of  Mi*.  Russell's  Life  Boat  are  clinch  built  of  deal, 
copper  festened,  they  are  each  about  40  feet  long,  and  2  feet  width, 
and  each  divided  into  ten  air  tight  compartments,  completely  decked 
over;  they  are  placed  3  feet  apart,  consequently  she  has  7  feet  beam 
over  all:  there  is  a  pump  with  gutta  percha  tube  which  can  be  passed 
into  any  of  the  compartments. 
no.  7. — ^VOL.  V.  2  p 
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The  stem,  stem-post,  and  keel  being  all  in  one,  and  forming  the 
segment  of  a  circle  offers  no  point  as  a  fulcrum  or  impediment  to  the 
boat  taking  the  beach,  and  in  entering  the  surf  this  boat  shoots  right 
upon  the  beach  as  far  as  the  sea  can  carry  her ;  the  greatest  draught 
being  right  amidships^  and  the  two  stem-points  of  the  canoes  offer- 
ing no  resistance,  the  sea  does  not  break  over  her,  nor  is  there  any 
chance  of  her  broaching  to,  side  on  the  beach,  as  the  force  of  the 
sea  between  the  two  boats  prevents  this. 

The  fore  and  aft  pieces  of  timber  on  which  the  rowlocks  are  fixed, 
are  placed  8  inches  inboard  from  the  gunwale,  thus  allowing  room 
for  the  oars,  of  which  there  are  ten,  to  slew  round  with  the  rowlocks, 
and  stow  entirely  out  of  the  way  in  coming  alongside  a  ship. 

When  imder  sail,  this  boat,  though  drawing  about  14  inches  of 
water,  goes  to  windward  remarkably  well,  particularly  when  the 
shifting  centre-board  (on  which  the  rudder  is  hung)  is  down ;  even 
in  the  heaviest  seas  she  will  not  miss  stays,  but  will  come  about 
quite  dry.  It  is  quite  astonishing  the  quantity  of  canvas  this  boat 
will  carry:  Mr.  Russell  fitted  her  at  one  time  to  try  her  capabilities 
of  sailing,  with  the  mast,  boom,  main-sail,  fore-sail,  jib,  and  bowsprit, 
of  a  cutter  yacht,  of  about  8  tons,  and  though  blowing  hard  he  never 
could  put  the  lee  boat  under  water;  but  invariably  carried  away  hia 
mast,  ahhough  well  secured  with  shrouds,  &c. 

This  boat  is  remarkably  dry,  for  when  out  in  broken  weather  in 
company  with  herring  boats,  they  with  their  close-reefed  main-sails, 
and  spitfire  jibs,  wet  up  to  the  halliard  blocks,  this  boat  scarcely 
threw  a  spray  over  her,  and  could  go  to  windward  of  them  all. 

A  platform  between  the  canoes  gives  ample  accommodation  for 
forty  or  fifty  persons,  and  in  the  Isle  of  Man  she  was  frequently  used 
as  a  pleasure  boat;  parties  of  ladies,  sometimes  twelve  going  out  in 
her  with  the  greatest  comfort;  one  or  two  gentlemen  and  a  boy  being 
sufficient  to  manage  her:  the  ladies  could  all  stand  and  walk  about 
in  her,  there  being  no  danger  of  an  upset. 
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MEMORANDUMS   OF  A  RECENT  HOME-CRUISE  IN  THE 
CBRF  VOLANT. 

BT  TOUCHBTOVB. 


CHAPTER  I.— The  Thames. 

*«  Whftt  Wt  to  m9— a  paannger  Qod  wot. 
Whether  my  vessel  be  flrst-rate  or  not." 

POPI. 

The  Cerf  Volant,  gentle  readef,  is  a  pretty  little  cutter,  of  some  10  of 
12  tons  burden.  She  is  bolder  on  the  water  than  the  generality  of  small 
clippers,  as  she  carries  but  six  tons  of  ballast.  Her  accommodations 
consist  of  a  comfortable  cabin,  ten  foot  by  eight,  a  spacious  cockpit 
capable  of  affording  room  for  six  or  eight  sitters,  and  for  her  tonnage  a 
capacious  forecastle,  with  the  other  usual  conveniences  of  a  well  appointed 
yacht.  Insomuch  that  she  is  not  only  as  the  horse-chaunters  advertise, 
**  fit  to  carry  a  lady,*'  but  she  has  really  carried  a  whole  party  of  ladies 
across  the  Channel,  and  landed  them  on  the  other  side,  as  the  bills  of 
lading  say,  "  in  good  order  and  well  conditioned."! 

From  this  it  wilf  be  understood  that  in  the  quotation  at  the  head  to 
this  Article  the  words  "first-rate"  have  reference  only  to  the  size  of  the 
vessel,  and  not  at  all  to  the  quality,  the  original  expression  in  Horace 
(of  which  this  is  a  paraphase)  being 

«*  Bgo  utrum 

Nave  ferar  magna  an  parva."— — 

I  am  rathier  intimately  acquainted  with  the  enterprising  owner  of  this 
little  craft,  in  fact  we  are  chums  of  long  standing.     He  is  a  gentleman 
deeply  read  in  Regatta  lore,  and  of  decided  opinions  on  sections,  water- 
fines,  rake  and  displacement.     Though   not  without  some  experience 
myself  in  such  matters  I  do  not  obtain  from  my  more  erudite  friend  much 
credit  for  my  opinions,  unless  they  happen  to  coincide  with  his  own.     I 
believe  he  considers  me  as  a  very  good  sort  of  hum-drum  companion,  but 
not  at  all  worth  the  trouble  of  convincing.    When  our  conversation  ap- 
proaches an  argument  on  nautical  subjects,  he  listens  complacently  to 
my  observations,  and  perhaps  busies  himself  about  his  cigar  case  the 
*  Ue,  remarking  sententiously,  'ere  he  begins  puffing  away,  that  when 
ive  studied  the  question  as  much  as  he  has  done  I  shall  probably 
mge  my  ideas.     Being  of  a  placable  disposition  I  accept  this  solution 
the  difficulty,  and  the  even  tenor  of  our  sociability  flows  on  without 
irruption,  idem  velle  idem  nolle.     Besides  I  rejoice  in  an  occasional 
ise,  and  where  I  am  heartily  and  hospitably  entertained,  I  feel  that  I 
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have  no  more  right  to  quarrel  with  my  host's  dogmas  than  I  shonld  ham 
to  oon^hdn  of  his  tengh  beefsteaks.  Cum  grano  #«itf »  and  a  Kttle 
patience,  both  maj  be  digested. 

It  was  towards  the  latter  part  of  May  that  I  ran  against  my  qoondum 
friend  on  the  sonny  side  of  Temple  Bar.  We  had  not  met  for  some 
time  before,  and  after  a  cordial  greeting  he  proposed  that  we  should 
have  a  cruise  together  as  m  **  Auld  lang  syne."  The  yacht  was  at 
Grayesrad  and  ready  for  sea ;  the  weather  was  propitious;  **  we  might 
start  to-morrow.**  "  Agreed,**  said  I,  '*  at  a  word.*'  *<  I  hope  you  will 
not  find  it  dull,**  said  he,  **  only  us  two  ?** 

**  rU  ke^  a  log,**  replied  I,  "  and  record  the  little  incidents  of  our  Toy- 
age.  Like  King  Henry  at  Agmoourt  I  wouldn't  wish  one  man  more." 

This  settled  the  business,  and  the  next  day  I  proceeded  with  my 
carpet  bag  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  where  we  got  an  early  dinner 
together;  and  at  5h.  p.m.,  on  the  27th  of  May  embarked  on  board  the 
Cerf  Volant,  and  made  sail  down  the  riyer  with  a  light  breeie  at  West 

The  Thames  is  perhaps  the  best  and  pleasantest  river  m  the  world  lior 
the  yachtsman.  Its  low  banks  harbour  no  squalls,  and  are  £sivouraUe  to 
a  true  and  steady  wind  when  it  is  to  be  found  anywhere.  Its  freedom 
from  rocks,  its  soft  shelving  sides,  its  deep  channel,  and  its  generally  easy 
tides  are  great  advantages,  added  to  which  its  immense  tra£Bc  always 
ensures  you  plenty  of  company,  with  which  to  measure  your  speed,  or  to 
execute  skilful  manoeuvres  ;  more  especially,  when  yon  have  to  beat  to 
windward  as  not  unfrequently  happens  through  a  whole  fleet.  This 
awakens  interest,  exdtes  observation,  teaches  smartness  and  promotes 
pleasure,  and  sometimes  it  affords  food  for  conversatian  for  hours  after 
yon  have  got  out  into  the  open  sea. 

On  the  present  occasion  we  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  Graveaend 
squadron  of  steamers,  ships,  and  coal  hulks  'ere  we  found  ourselves  in  the 
midst  of  a  number  of  outward  bounders  of  all  sorts  and  suses.  A  fiur 
wind,  like  a  gaming  table  has  a  tendency  to  level  all  disdnctions.  The 
collier  brig,  the  clipper  ship,  the  lumbering  barge,  the  pushing  fisher- 
man, and  the  dashing  yacht,  all  glide  along  together  and  change  but 
slowly  their  relative  positions  ;  and  a  clumsy  looking  craft  that  was  only 
a  mile  ahead  of  you  at  Coal-house  Point  may  be  within  a  mile  astern  of 
you  at  the  Nore. 

The  breeze  which  had  become  lighter  in  the  Lower  Hope  died  hn  ^ 
entirely  when  we  reached  Mudcing,  and  the  ebb  being  weak  we  mi  » 
but  little  progress.  Thick  misty  clouds  were  rising  to  the  souAwa  f 
portending  wind  and  raiu  from  that  quarter,  but  for  this  tide  at  least  i 
had  neither.     At  half  past  8  p.m.,  found  it  necessaiy  to  use  an  oar    * 
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svreep  to.  give  eteerage  way,  aod  after  our  man  Whiffle  had  exercised  hie 
einew^  with  half  an  hoards  palliDg,  we  auoceeded  in  getting  out  of  the 
fiurwaj  of  the  river  into  quiet  anehorage.  About  hakf  a  mile  eastward 
of  Chapman  Head  Light,  and  bringing  ii  an  wiih  Mucking  LigMy  you 
«ill  find  two  fathoms  at  bw  water,  and  here  we  brought  up»  At  half 
past  9  ifeat  below  and  got  our  tea  oomfortably,  during  which  we  arttmged 
the  plan  of  the  cruise.  Tea  by-the^bye  always  relishes  more  on  board 
than  ashore.  Smoked  a  little,  talked  a  little,  read  a  little,  and  then 
went  to  bed 


CHAPTER  IL— Thb  Dowss. 

«*  Sweet  10  the  dilp,  Uitt  wider  «dl 
Spreftde  ber  white  bosom  to  the  gale.**— Old  Sena. 

**  Hoane  o*er  her  side  th^  rustling  cable  rings. 
The  aaile  are  Avled,  and,  aooborlng.  round  ahe  •wingi.''— CoiaAU* 

Next  morning  the  28th  was  awakened  about  8  oi'dock  by  the  heavy 
pattering  of  rain  on  deck,  some  of  which  found  its  way  thrtnigh  our  sky- 
light, which  was  partially  open  and  wetted  the  cabin  fioor,*-4io  ether 
iae(mvenienoe.  Slept  again,  and  roused  up  at  6^  fine  sunshiny  morning 
and  a  pfeaaant  breese  from  the  westward  ;  called  liie  man  and  got  under- 
way befim  F.  was  awake,  an  uneasyminded  raven  croaking  at  us  from 
the  land  all  the  time^  which  Whiffle  did  not  at  all  admirs. 

Yoa  may  always  know  the  croak  of  a  raven  I  It  reasmbles  more  than 
any  thug  else  the  grunt  of  a  pig,  but  has  a  somewhat  more  ringing 
sound.  According  to  the  opinion  the  ancients  had  of  the  longevity  of 
these  birdsy  this  might  have  been  the  identical  aven  that  Noah  sent  out 
of  the  ark.  In  Hesiod's  time  a  crow  was  reckoned  to  live  nine  times  as 
long  as  a  man,  a  deer  four  times  as  long  as  a  crow,  and  a  raven  three 
times  as  long  as  a  deer ;  by  which  mode  of  counting  and  adopting,  the 
Mosaic  period  of  the  worid's  origin  the  first  raven  created  might  be  alive 
at  this  day. 

Off  Southend  pier  at  8h.  a.ic,  when  I  woke  F.,  who  seemed  inclined 
to  have  his  sleep  out,  made  my  toilet  alfreseo  in  the  cockpit  while  he 
was  dresring.  How  refreshed  and  inrigorated  one  feels  after  a  good 
aphsfaing  and  rubbiog  in  the  open  air  on  a  fine  genial  morning  !  So 
different  from  our  sensations  in-doors,  where  we  almost  shiver  if  our 
dressing  room  window  be  left  open  I  At  9k  we  enjoyed  a  hearty  break- 
&st  of  eggs  and  cold  meat,  with  particularly  nice  bread  and  butter.  We 
then  set  the  square-sail,  and  shaped  our  course  for  the  Foreland.  At  10b. 
overhauled  a  fisherman  bound  the  same  way  ;  breeze  freshening.  Off 
Whitstable  at  half  past  10,  made  out  all  the  buoys  in  succession,  and 
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were  abreast  of  Margate  Jetty  at  dood  ;  still  fine  but  stronger  hreeoe, 
and  southing.  Rounded  the  Foreland  at  half-past  12,  and  took  in  square- 
sail,  finding  the  wind  ahead,— «ky  gloomy  and  threatening.  A  large 
elipper  barque  which  came  out  of  the  river  with  us  and  went  through 
the  Queen's  Channel,  we  fell  in  with  again  here,  about  a  mile  ahead  of 
us,  and  taking  in  top«gallant  sails.  Off  Ramsgate  at  Ih.,  wind  increa- 
sing and  sea  getting  up.  Made  a  long  stretch  off  the  iaxid  and  passed 
across  the  barque^s  bow,  a  good  tumble  of  a  sea  on,  and  the  yacht  plung- 
ing bowsprit  under.  Made  several  tacks  in  the  Gull  Stream,  but  as  it 
came  on  to  blow  hove  to,  and  reefed  the  main -sail,  after  which  weathered 
two  fishing  smacks  beating  to  windward  ;  fetched  through  the  Downs, 
and  came  to  anchor  close  in  with  the  land,  about  half  way  between  Deal 
and  Walmer  Castle  at  half  past  3  p.m.  The  barque  came  to  in  the 
Downs  about  half  an  hour  after  us,  and  a  mile  to  leeward. 

There  is  no  harbour  at  Deal,  and  the  surf  seems  always  to  break  on 
the  shore,  even  when  the  wind  is  off  the  land,  but  it  is  sheltered  from 
westerly  winds  by  the  South  Foreland ;  and  the  steep  hard  beach  affords 
such  facilities  for  launching  and  hauling  up  boats,  that  the  want  of  snug 
moorings  is  seldom  felt.  In  an  ordinary  way  when  a  boat  comes  in, 
she  is  run  end  on  upon  the  shore,  the  men  jump  out,  and  with  the  help 
of  such  idlers  as  are  about,  who  appear  to  be  very  numerous,  and  always 
ready  to  lend  a  hand,  they  run  her  up  high  and  dry  before,  almost,  the 
next  wave  has  time  to  approach  her. 

Deal  is  just  the  watering  place  for  superannuated  mariners,  but  it  has 
few  attractions  for  ordinary  visitors.     It  is  a  great  pilot  and  coast-guaid 
station,  and  is  celebrated  for  an  adventurous  race  of  boatmen,  who  are 
equally  ready  to  save  your  life  at  the  risk  of  their  own,  or  to  divest  you 
legally  of  your  property  without  any  risk  at  all.     They  count  nothing 
of  danger  however,  if  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  booty.     There  was  a 
man  of  this  class  in  the  Cerf  Volant  at  one  time,  and  it  was  amusing  to 
hear  him  lament  a  great  misfortune  which  befel  him,  whereby  he  lost  as 
much  money,  he  said,  as  would  have  made  him  comfortable  for  life.     It 
seems  a  large  ship  with  a  valuable  cargo  had  parted  from  one  anchor, 
and  was  driving  towards  the  Goodwin  Sands  in  a  tremendous  gale  of 
wind.     She  was  seen  from  Deal  by  this  man  and  his  comrades,  who 
immediately  attempted  to  get  their  lugger  afloat,  with  a  heavy  and 
and  chain  in  her,  in  order  to  g^  off  to  the  assistance  of  the  ship,  but 
soon  as  the  boat  was  launched  into  the  surf  she  filled  and  capsized  uf 
the  beach.     '^  Four  times^'  said  he  '*  we  hauled  her  up  and  baled  her  < 
but  'twa'nt  no  use  !  by  that  time  the  ship  had  struck  on  the  sand  ai 
gone  to  pieces,  so  we  guv^  it  up.     '<  Ah"  added  he  with  a  long  drav 
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ngby  **  ibat  was  an  unlucky  day  £or  me  1  8ach  a  chance  a  man  don't 
often  get  in  a  life-time.  She  was  worth  ship  and  cargo  fi%  thousand 
poundsy  and  we  were  only  a  dozen  of  us.  If  we  could  hare  got  the  boat 
off  the  first  time  I  wouldn't  hare  took  five  hundred  pounds  for  my  share 
o'  the  salrage." 

At  4b.  F.M.9  we  found  the  yacht  driving ;  Teered  her  dear  of  some 
luggers  lying  at  anchor  astern  of  us,  then  wayed  and  set  the  fore^saii, 
under  which  we  ran  up  to  Deal,  and  came  to  off  the  jetty.  Sent  the 
man  ashore  for  some  additional  stores,  then  went  on  to  the  SmaU  Downs, 
and  brought  up  in  four  fathoms,  veering  out  plenty  of  chain.  Here  we 
fie  easier,  got  all  sails  furled,  set  the  cook  to  woxk,  and  enjoyed  a  com- 
fertaUe  dinner  at  6h. :  after  which  we  mioked  our  cigars,  and  congra- ' 
tulated  ourselves  on  being  in  such  snug  quarters.  There  were  about 
forty  sail  of  merchant  vessels  lying  in  the  Oufcer  Downs.  The  day 
doaed  in  hazy,  and  blowing,  and  we  decided  to  remain  where  we  were 
for  the  night  Played  chess  till  time  for  our  indispensable  tea,  and  when 
that  was  over,  the  evening  being  cold  and  cheerless  we  went  to  bed  to 
be  ready  to  start  with  the  first  chance  in  the  morning. 

The  approach  of  sleep  seems  never  so  delicious  to  me,  ad  when  lying 
at  anchor  with  just  enough  of  swell  to  give  an  undulating  motion  to  the 
vessel,  as  it  did  now.  I  tried  to  keep  awake  on  my  pillow  to  enjoy  it, 
as  a  luxury  to  be  made  the  most  of,  but  the  lulUng  infiaence  of  the  waves 
SOCHI  overpowered  my  foculties,  and  to  use  a  simile  of  honest  Sancho's — 
"  corered  me  all  over  Hke  a  cbak." 


CHAPTER  III.— The  Wallet  Spit-wat. 

**  Here  o'er  the  bow;  the  tFeacheroiu  8and*tMiiks  lie  I" 
Luff!"  seid  the  Captain,  *'  Luff  it  ia  said  I.'— Anon. 

r  awoke  at  early  dawn  on  the  29th,  and  was  reminded  of  our  proxi- 
mity to  the  land  by  a  familiar  voice,; — 

**  The  feathered  songster  chaunticlere 
Had  wounde  bis  bugle  borne. 
And  tnld  the  early  villager 
The  comynge  of  the  morae.** 

When  I  got  on  deck  the  sun  was  i^  bright  and  clear,  and  a  soft  light 
breeze  off  shore  scarcely  ruffled  the  surface  of  the  tranquil  waten  in 
which  we  now  lay.  A  large  lugger  and  a  small  fishing  smack,  which 
had  been  lying  near  us,  were  both  getting  under- way.  The  tide  was 
roniung  to  the  northward,  and  Whiffle  hearing  me  stirring  poked  his 
nightcap  up  the  forecastle^  and  enquired  if  I  thought  it  was  ^*  time  for 
na  to  be  moving?''  Having  no  further  inclination  for  sleep  I  gave  it  as 
my  decided  (pinion  that  it  was,  so  he  presently  applied  himself  to  the 
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wiiidloai,  «od  by  the  ihm  my  eomrsde  appeared  outnde  of  llw  cdbiii 
door  we  were  off  Ranugate,  all  tail  set,  and  sHppiag  along  at  the  nte  of 
four  or  five  koota  aa  hour,  with  the  wind  on  our  larboard  side^  aad  the 
two  omft  whioh  hid  praoeded  ue,  &r  aatem. 

Katnsgate  has  a  very  pretty  appearanoe  from  the  water,  with  its  oKflSl 
and  terraoii  <hiiiiiig  io  the  moRiiag  sua,  but  aearoe  a  •■uiloa^wrealh  was 
yimJoi»9  i»div>t  a  tessel  was  pas§ing  either  in  or  oo*  of  the  pien^  tfaot^ 
it,  waSi  Hourly  (oH  tide^  Endantly  Ramsgnte  was  hardlf  yet  awake. 
WboQ.  000  kifipeiis  to  be  up  early  on  a  fine  bafany  spring  morning,  how 
ioApntiovt  we  ure  of  auy  one  ebe  lying  in  bed,  forgetting  that  tbrt^e  day» 
ouA  of  four  we  are  joal  as  bad  oursslveo.  I  eould  have  laetursd  com 
am^0  on  this  oeoanon*  On  the  advantages,  of  early  rising  ^  Dwhumh 
smrgere  satmberrtmum  ut^  said  I,  and  I  Tittoously  thought  that  ttiams 
gate  ought  to  bo  ashamed  of  itsel£ 

firoadstoicR  has  an  inhospitable  look.  Huddled  selfishly  in  a  hollow 
of  the  olifi^  it  stretches  out  no  arms  to  the  passing  nuviner  in  the  shape 
of  {jers  or  j^yt  i^or  offers  him  a  creek  for  shelter  or  repoae.  A  solitary 
tug  at  anchor  off  the  place  only  made  it  look  more  nautioally  deserted. 
We  passed  the  Long^nose  Buoy  at  8b.  a.m.,  wind  light  and  ooateady» 
and  stood  to  the  northward,  tide  nearly  done.  Then  went  to  breakfast 
after  which  and  when  off  the  (now)  striped  buoy  at  the  north*east  end 
of  Margate  Sand,  found  ourselves  suddenly  enreloped  in  a  thick  mist^ 
which  not  only  shut  out  the  land  from  us  but  prevented  our  seeing  half 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  around  us.  F.  then  got  out  the  charts  shippod  ibs 
binnacle,  and  shaped  a  course  to  bring  us  in  with  the  land  about  Whit- 
stable,  the  wind  having  got  to  the  N.E.,  and  piped  up  pretty  frieeUy. 
At  lOh.  sighted  the  Wedge  Sand  Buoy,  and  passed  it  close  to  windwanL 
It  was  marked  r^d  in  our  chart,  but  we  found  it  hiack :  I  should  have 
thought  we  were  mistaken  but  that  '^  Wedg^  was  painted  on  it  We 
were  now  running  along  at  the  rate  of  about  »x  knots  per  hour,  and 
passed  very  near  several  fishing  craft  They  seemed  to  come  out  of  the 
fog  all  at  once,  loom  over  the  bow  like  spectres,  and  vanish  mysteriously 
over  the  stem.  When  we  were  abreast  of  the  Pan  Sand  Beacon  the 
mist  cleared  as  rapidly  as  it  had  oome  on,  and  disclosed  to  us  a  nmnbOT 
of  vessels  at  various  distances  fimn  us.  We  also  made  out  the  Gtrdler 
light  Vessel,  and  the  tide  not  having  &lien  much,  we  hauled  across  *^l 
wttBtera  end  of  the  Pan  Sandf  and  steered  for  the  GIrdler,  the  wi  I 
easliag  and  freshening  aa  the  day  advanced. 

No  ono  shotthi  attempt  to  navigate  these  minor  channels  by  aa  old  cha  ; 
aa  theb  Worships  of  the  Trinity  House  are  conatantly  making  alseratioi  » 
and  we  hope  unprovements^  in  the  buoys  and  beacons.    TliBrewuaiv    I 
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btterly  only  one  baoy  (red)  on  the  Girdler  Sand,  but  now  there  are 
BeTeral  aboat  it  on  the  south  side,  and  all  red.  The  wind  being  fair  to 
eroas  by  the  Mouae  Light  veesel  into  the  Swin,  we  decided  on  making 
Brighdingsea  oar  deatinataon  (or  the  night,  but  we  had  scarcely  oleared 
Ae  Mouse  Sand  and  hauled  our  wind,  ere  we  found  we  should  have  a 
beat  for  it,  and  by  noon  the  whole  hemisphere  was  charged  with  heavy 
lead  coloured  clouds,  partially  relieved  by  streaks  of  light,  and  a  strong 
breeae  Arom  N.£.  had  fairly  set  in.  By  this  time  we  had  passed  the 
Mears  Light,  and  resolved  not  to  turn  back  as  long  as  wo  could  carry 
sail,  and  gain  to  windward  over  the  tide,  which'  in  another  hour  wodd 
make  against  us.  We  therefore  reefed  the  main^sail,  set  the  second  jib, 
and  thrashed  against  a  chopping  head  sea,  all  the  way  to  the  Swash  or 
Spitway,  w^ich  ^orms  the  track  between  the  Buxey  Sand  and  the  Gun- 
fleeit.  Here  we  overtook  a  6shing  smack  which  had  been  carrying  al^ 
sail  to  accomplish  a  passage,  and  which  when  we  were  at  the  Shears  was 
at  least  two  miles  ahead  of  us. 

There  seems  to  be  so;iie  inaccuracy  in  the  charts  with  reference  to 
these  sands,  for  though  they  show  a  certain  depth  at  low  water  spnng 
tides,  on  each  side  of  the  buoys,  particularly  eastward,  the  fishermen  do 
not  like  to  cross  outside  the  latter,  even  in  small  vessels  of  a  light  draught 
and  on  a  flowing  tide,  and  when  they  might  save  themselves  much  time 
and  knocking  about,  by  doing  so.  It  must  have  been  half-flood  when 
we  fetched  the  Spitway  ;  yet  the  fisherman  (about  20  tons)  made  an^ 
eiEtra  ta^  and  put  his  lee  sail  under  water  rathw  than  run  a  hundred 
yards  to  leeward  of  the  Black  buoy. 

Will  no  philanthropic  yachtsman  spiend  a  day  or  two  in  the  vicjnage 
of  this  pons  asnnorum  and  correct  the  soundings  or  confirm  them  ?  for 
the  benefit  in  particular  of  his  brother  craflfcsmen,  and  generally  for  who-^ 
soever  else  it  may  concern.  Hunts  Yachting  Mag€tzine  would  doubtless 
readily  record  his  labours,  and  the  results  obtained  might  be  very  useftd. 
After  hauling  close  to  the  aforesaid  black  buoy  we  were  able  to  ease  off 
the  sheet  a  point,  closely  followed  by  the  fisherman.  Before  we  came  in 
with  the  land  however  we  had  left  him  considerably  behind. 


CHAPTER  IV.— The  Colne. 

"  Where  MT'ral  waoderers  travel  day  and  night. 
By  diflierent  paths  and  none  are  in  the  ligiit.*'— Lastidowii. 

he  entrance  to  the  river  Colne  is  only  remarkable  at  a  distance,  and 
as  fOu  approach  it  firom  the  south,  by  a  martello  tower  on  the  east  side, 
an    a  long  gravelly  beach  which  appears  to  project  ^m  beneath  it  like 
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a  spit  of  sand.  On  the  west  side  lonj^  flats  ran  ofl^  bat  the  far-reoadkig 
bank  is  thickly  wooded  forming  pait  of  Mei^y  Island,  though  not  dia- 
tingoishable  by  the  eye  from  the  raainland*  There  is  a  bar  on  the  esst 
side  but  in  mid-channel  between  the  red  booy  and  the  white  there  ii 
water  at  all  states  of  tide. 

It  is  discreditable  to  Colchester  that  with  its  great  oyster  trade  it  h» 
erected  no  Lighthouse  to  guide  its  fishermen  to  the  entrance  of  its  intri- 
cate harbour ;  intricate  to  those  who  know  it ;  and  those  who  do  not 
must  take  a  pilot  or  blunder  in  how  they  can,  whatever  the  weather 
without  one.  We  ran  into  the  Colne  and  anchored  off  Brightlmgsea  Creek 
about  6h.  p.m*  The  fishing  vessel  which  had  been  in  company  with  oi 
coming  up  and  anchoring  within  a  cable's  length  of  us,  a  quarter  of  aa 
hour  later.  It  was  cold  enough  for  an  evening  in  March,  A  keen 
searching  easterly  wind,  made  it  uncomfortable  to  remain  on  deck,  a&d 
there  was  not  a  gleam  of  sunshine  to  suggest  the  temperature  of  ap- 
proaching summer. 

After  dinner  when  we  had  refreshed  the  inward  man  widi  some  of 
AUsop's  particular,  and  were  considering  whether  to  finish  off  with  ahenf 
within  or  *^cold  without^  WhiiBe,  who  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  family  made  his  appearance,  and  requested  permission  oflus  master 
to  spend  the  night  on  shore.  "  Since  he  had  been  in  the  yachts"  he  ssid^ 
'^he  had  never  neglected  his  duty  for  an  hour,  and  had  never  asked  for 
no  holiday !"  This  eloquent  appeal  which  I  seconded  was  not  to  be 
resisted :  leave  was  granted,  and  the  boat  lent  him,  as  he  had  to  go  a 
mile  or  two  up  the  river  ;  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  his  absence  to 
take  possession  of  the  stove  in  the  fore-cabin,  where  with  the  aid  of  a 
cushion  on  two  we  found  it  much  more  agreeable  to  sit  and  smoke  oar 
cigars  than  in  our  own  more  dignified  apartment 

This  was  the  evening  of  the  celebration  of  the  Peace-jubilee,  and  Her 
Mijesty^s  birth-day,  and  we  expected  that  the  little  town  of  Brightliog* 
sea  would  manifest  its  joy  and  loyalty  by  displaying  a  few  rockets  and 
Roman  candles,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  could  we  see.  I  am  not  certain 
however,  that  I  can  positively  say  there  were  none,  as  I  have  my  mis- 
givings that  we  both  of  us  fall  asleep,  and  did  not  rouse  for  a  couple  of 
hours.  I  had  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  our  conversation  was  fialfing 
into  a  jumble  of  disjointed  monosyllables,  and  finding  myself  rather  stiS| 
and  chilly,  I  rubbed  my  eyes  and  observed  that  the  fire  was  nearly  at 
I  then  looked  at  my  watch  and  to  my  astonishment  it  was  half-past  so. 
My  companion  was  evidently  still  far  beyond  'the  land  of  Nod'  so  I  ro  ed 
him  with  a  friendly  shake,  and  went  outside  to  see  the  rejoicings. 

I  looked  round  and  listened, — ^but  all  Vas  dark  an^  silent     J^  t  a 


MEMOBANDUMS  OF  A  HOBfE  CRUISE.  295 

Sght  was  yirible,  nor  a  murmur  beard  in  the  direction  of  the  town.  The 
baying  of  a  farm  house  dog  in  the  distance,  an  occasional  sough  of  ihe 
wmdy  and  the  rippling  of  the  tide  dose  by,-— these  were  the  only  sounds 
that  met  the  ear,  and  a  few  twinjcling  stjirs  above,  and  the  deep  shadows 
of  the  trees  on  the  river's  brink  below,  were  the  only  objects  the  eye 
soold  dis^guish.  **  Here  at  least,**  said  I  as  the  stillness  around  im- 
pnased  itself  on  my  senses—'*  here  at  least  peace  seems  to  be  a  reality!" 


CHAPTER  v.— The  Run  Hoick. 

••Mncheodldl  add.  bttt  tee  fhe  bo«t  at  hwid. 
The  tide  retiring  ealU  me  firam  the  land."  -  JoHatoii. 

*'  Merrily,  merrily,  goes  the  bark, 
Befbre  the  gale  ehe  bonnda. 
So  darts  the  dolphin  ft-om  the  ihark. 
Or  the  deer  before  the  hounda.*— Sootr. 

The  morning  of  the  30th,  was  the  counterfNirt  of  the  evening  of  the 
29tb,  except  that  it  blew  harder.  There  was  evidently,  as  the  sailors 
•ayi  *  a  fresh  hand  at  the  bellows.'  We  could  hear  the  wind  playing  on 
what  Longfellow  calls  "  the  great  sonorous  harp"  of  the  mast  and  rigging, 
and  as  our  cook  and  steward  was  not  expected  back  till  nine  o'clock  we 
wwe  in  no  hurry  to  leave  the  blankets. 

Man  must  breakfast  however,  whether  he  has  any  nue  to  wait  on  him 
or  not :  so  we  turned  out  at  eight  o'clock,  and  by  an  equitable  sub- 
division of  labour  we  managed  to  get  the  fire  lit,  the  kettle  on,  and  the 
table  laid  before  there  was  any  sign  of  our  factotum.  By  this  time  his 
]save  of  absence  had  expired  ;  we  looked  out  but  could  see  no  boat 
eoming  down  the  river,  only  a  solitary  sloop  driving  before  the  wind 
under  a  reefed  main-sail.  Whiffle  had  obtained  an  extension  of  time  on 
aoeottnt  of  the  hard  pull  he  would  have  '*  ag^nst  tide  in  the  morning^— 
but  it  was  now  past  high-  water.  ''  This  won*t  do,"  said  F.,  beginning 
t»  look  serious,  but  his  frown  was  chauged  to  a  smile  as  the  sloop  passed 
oMie  by  us,  and  cast  off  our  dinghy  from  her  stem. 

''^ell.  Whiffle,"  said  he  as  the  other  came  alongside,  ''I  always  thought 
JDo  a  good  sailor,  but  now  I  see  you  are  a  bit  of  an  old  soldier  too." 

'*  No  sir,'^  replied  Whiffle,  as  he  gravely  handed  the  oars  on  board. 
"  But  I  never  see  no  good  in  pulling  when  I  can  make  my  passage 
qpiiekerr,  and  jnst  as  cheap  without  it!     Hope  I'm  to  my  time  Sir." 
\il  right,^  said  his  master. 

j^  weather  had  now  set  in  too  decidedly  disagreeable  to  make  it 
wn  h  while  to  prolong  our  cruise ;  so  we  adopted  the  alternative  of 
rsl  ming  homeward,  and  after  break£ut  we  made  preparations  for  getting 
on  r  way.  The  topmast  was  struck,  the  bowsprit  partly  run  in,  the 
mi    -lail  double-reefed,  and  the  spitfire  jib  set,  and  at  half-past  ten  we 
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got  up  the  anchor^  and  started  for  the  Thaioes.  Rongfa  as  it  was,  ire 
found  many  fishing  craA;  dredging  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  maay 
others  were  running  back» — WhifiQe  said  **  beeause  thej  ooul4  make  no 
fist  of  it/'  We  took  one  tack  to  windward  under  the  land  and  then  bore 
away  for  the  Spitway,  with  a  free  sheet  When  we  had.  made  out  the 
buoys  we  perceived  another  yacht  to  leeward  of  us  steering  abo  for  the 
Swash,  and  we  both  rounded  the  Bed  buoy  nearly  together,  the  other 
yacht  slightly  in  advance,  and  carrying  whole  main-sail  and  jib. 

There  was  a  rough  sea  on,  and  our  small  dinghy  towed  heavily,  and 
apprehending  the  painter  would  part,  F.  instructed  Whiffle  to  secure  it 
better.  It  was  too  late  to  get  it  inboard  so  he  hauled  it  up  short,  and 
watching  his 'opportunity  he  succeeded  in  passing  a  stouter  rope  through 
the  bow-ring,  and  the  two  ends  being  secured  on  board  made  all  safe. 
The  prudence  of  this  step  was  soon  apparent,  for  in  less  than  ten  minutes 
afterwards  the  boat  took  a  broad  sheer  in  a  heavy  surge  and  the  painter 
breaking  short  off,  it  was  wholly  dependant  on  the  preventer  just  rove, 
but  tor  which,  with  such  wind  and  sea,  we  should  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  to  save  it. 

While  this  was  going  on  the  other  cutter  had  hauled  towards  tbe 
Whitaker  Sand  to  evade  the  strength  of  the  tide  which  was  against  as, 
but  we  ran  up  our  square-sail,  and  steered  a  straight  course  to  the  Shears 
Light  House.  When  at  the  Shears  the  two  yachts  were  abreast  of  each 
other  within  twenty  yards,  and  on  passing  it,  we  forged  ahead  of  o«r 
companion  and  continued  to  increase  our  distance  all  the  way  through 
the  Swin.  When  we  rounded  Shoeburyness  buoy  we  took  in  our  square- 
sail,  and  set  the  ordinary  fore-sail,  but  shook  one  reef  out  of  the  mua-sniy 
and  strange  to  say  though  the  wind  followed  us  round  and  .was  stiD 
nearly  aft  the  other  yacht, — The  Spree — was  unable  to  come  up  with 
us.  The  two  cutters  were  about  the  same  size,  (we  were  oertaialy  not 
the  largest)  but  the  other  carried  whole  sails,  while  we  had  atiJl  a  reefisd 
main-sail  and  second  jib.  In  the  Lower  Hope  when  we  were  so  right 
before  the  wind  that  we  knew  not  on  which  side  to  carry  the  boom,  tfia 
Spree  gained  on  us.  Then  her  large  main-sail  told :  but  on  KmiK^g 
round  the  black  buoy  we  again  resumed  our  poation.  WHeii\wa  parted 
company  at  Gravesend,  after  a  run  of  nearly  forty  nautical  nules  togethei^ 
we  were  about  a  hundred  yards  ahead.  The  difference  in  the  speed  of 
the  two  yachts  at  this  rate  was  not  more  than  one  in  eight  hundred  w 
in  time  less  than  a  second  per  mile.  Nothing  as  regards  the  aooompli  1- 
ment  of  a  voyage,  but  plenty  to  win  a  race.  The  whole  run  fiEom  » 
Colne  to  Gravesend  is  nearly  fifty  statute  milesy  and  we  completed  h  in 
six  hours ;  half  of  it  against  tide,  as  it  was  scarcely  two  hours  P  id 
when  we  let  go  the  anchor. 
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A^d  qplw  indolgent  reader,  for  the  piment  at.kti^,  *'  IhoU  it  best 

that<  ^e  ahal^e  hands  and  part"  as  my  firiend  Fairplay  and  I  did  ;,  in  hopes 

shi^j.to  meet  agum  and  ha^e  another  crnise.     I  did  not  eaqpect  to 

i&teIB8tyo^  very  much  in  my  lltjJe  specimens  of  sea- weed-  andoookle- 

aheJki  car ^essly; strong. together^  just  aa  tb^y  oi^e  tp  Tiand  ;.  {picked. up 

too  in  a  track  with  which  so  many  yachtsmen  are  fieimiliar  ;  hot  .unless 

ycmareone  of  those  who  ''trayel  from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  and  cry  'danall 

barren,"  you  will  not  perhaps  feel  that  your  patience  has  been  put  to  a 

very  severe  test.     But  even  a  sermon  may  be  too  long  !  and  for  my  own 

part,  I  shall  be  very  well  satisfied  if  I  have  so  far  entitled  myself  to  your 

good-wiU,  as  to  obtain  from  you  no  worse  compliment  than  that  which 

ODe  of  the  disputants  paid  to  the  other  in  Prior^s  Alma, 

•*  Tour  tale  however  told  was  short, 
So.  far  indeed  I  thank  you  for't." 


THE  MATCHES  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Ih  chronicling  these  events  we  shall  take  them  in  the  order  they 
occarred.  As  we  announced  in  our  last^  three  consecutive  days  weie* 
occupied  by  the  three  clubs,, 

/VtWe  of  ffales  Yacht  Cl^,  July  12M.^The  openmg  race  of  the 
season  was  sailed  for  priies  of  exceeding  beauty  and  workmanships  one- 
of  which  of  the  value  of  £30  was  the  gift  of  one  of  the  Members^  The. 
appearance  of  the  morning  wf»  dreary,  and  the  '^  weathecwise"  pfopberr 
cied  an  unpleasant  trip.  '*  Well  come  what.  piay^.  the  match  must. tabs 
place,  and  although  we  have  sharp  showers*  and  gales  of  wind^  yet  thia. 
litde  craft  will  be  at  their  moprings»'^ 

In  due  time  we  steamed  from  Blackwall^  the.  somewhat  blusteiii^' 
W.&W.  vnnd  giving  us  an  opinion  that  the  qualities  of  the  yachts-  would 
be  rather  sbarpljjr  tested,  and  we  were  not  disappointedf  as  during  jliie 
nm  down  and  return  the  strong  puffs  that  ever  and  anon  greeted  them 
proved  their  seaworthiness. 

The  fleet  was  moored  off  Erith,.and  with  the  exception  of  the  ^olet 
and  Rifleman  were  at  their  proper  stations  ;  these  two  bad  by  some 
means  changed  berths,  but  prior  to  the  signal  for  starting  were  shifM 
to  ilieh'  respective  buoys.  As  we.  have  oft  remarked,  the  appearance  of. 
y  thtff  (whether  large  or  small)  preparing  for  the  start  cause  as  much 
e:  ttement  among  the  na«^a&  as  the  high  mettled  racers  when  saddling 
d  among  the  turfites.  Perhaps  there  is  not  so  much  betting,  yet  the 
p  nts  of  the  different  craft  are  scrutinized  with  as  minute  and  careftd 
d  sumspection,  as  evei^  jockey  did  his  &vourite  mount 
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On  rabraioe  to  the  card  we  find  «ihe  fint  priie  was  a  SBvcr  i 
piece,  nJoe  £30  presented  by  J.  W.  Benson,  Biq^  foryachla  of  10  tons 
and  under,  and  a  second  prise  a  Silver  Claret  Jug,  Tahie  £10  gtvtn  lyj 
the  Chib  for  yaebts  not  exceeding  8  tons.  Thne  for  difference  of  tonnsge 
one  minute  per  ton.  The  course  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Light 
and  bade. 

The  foHowlng  entered,  y\% : — 

Awmbered  as  te  Bunfi  Univerud  Taehi  littfar  1856. 


Now 


TMliti'HamM.  |      Bi«. 


Tom, 


les?  Violet >  cotter 

607  Little  Mosquito ,  cutter 

881  Flirt '  catter 

87iSilTerGk>iid  ,  catter 

Veritas cotter 

Rilleman '  cotter 


10     J.  B.  Kirby,  Biq. 
8     £.8.  Bulmer.  Eaq. 
8     A.  J.  TooDg,  Bsq. 


8     R.  Hewitt. 


286 
882 


J.  W.  Baxter, 
F.  Bennett,  Esq. 


At  2h.  20m.  40s.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  the  snowy  canvas 
expanded  to  the  breese,  the  Yiolet  and  Flirt  had  for  some  uuknown  cause 
been  moored  by  the  stem,  with  their  heads  pointed  to  the  course  to  be 
sailed  over ;  why  this  was  allowed  we  do  not  know,  but  it  certainly  gave 
them  to  all  appearance  an  advantage  ;  they  were  first  under  canvas,  yet 
the  Rifleman  which  was  moored  in  the  strength  of  the  tide,  instantly 
canted  and  took  the  lead  In  the  start  therefore  we  thus  place  Bifleman 
first,  Violet  second,  Flirt  third,  the  others  closely  following  with  the 
eieeption  of  the  Silver  Cloud,  which,  being  a  new  boat  had  some  dffi- 
coily  in  setting  her  main-sail,  and  when  it  was  hoisted  into  position  did 
not  set  well.  The  start  may  be  considered,  with  this  exception,  sucoess- 
ful  ^— ^die  telescopes  were  soon  in  requisition,  and  observationa  rife  on 
the  tactics  displayed. 

In  conning  down  the  Rands  Reach  some  jockey  mg  took  place  between 
the  Mosquito  and  Flirt,  luffing  up  to  prevent  the  slightest  advantage  to 
her  opponent  thereby  wasting  those  moments  which  might  have  placed 
them  in  more  prominent  positions.     When  o£F  Purfleet  the  Rifleman  was 
still  leading,  followed  closely  by  Violet^  but  the  Silver  Cloud  having 
recovered  the  time  lost  at  starting,  came  up  hand  over  hand  oS  Cireea- 
hithe  passed  the  Violet,  and  then  the  Rifleoian,  taking  the  lead,  anc 
the  Commodore  of  the  dub  was  sailing  his  own  cxtSt  he  occupied 
proper  station,  as  **  the  head  of  the  Club.''    During  the  manosuvxin| 
the  above  the  others  were  not  idle.     In  Gray^s  Reach  the  Flirt  i 
some  difficulty  hoisted  her  balloon  jib  which  so  increased  her  speed  tL 
befofe  reaching  Gravesend  she  had  passed  the  Veritas  and  Rifleman  a: 
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SilTer  Cloud. 

1l  m.  8. 
„     3  31  45 

TfU—K 

2  35  80 

TlOlB*.»«  ••••••  ••••••••• 

2  36  47 

wu  fart  oveiiuHdiiig  the  Violet.  The  Utile  Mosqiuto  alflo  followed  the 
Flirt's  example,  and  paaaed  the  Veritas  and  Rifleman.  In  this  order 
thej  sighted  Oravesend^-Silver  Cloud,  first,  Violet  second,  Pllrt  third, 
Mtnquito  fourth,  Veritas  fifith,  and  the  Rifleman  last  Off  East  THbnrf 
they  shook  out  their  reeft  ;  the  Silver  Cloud  hoisted' top^mast,  but  did 
not  set  the  sail;  Flirt  set  top-sail,  which  she  carried  but  &  short  distance, 
la  rounding  Lower  Hope  Point  the  Silver  Cloud  and  Flirt  succeeded 
without  jibing,  the  Violet  tried  and  was  compelled  to  go  about,  which 
lost  her  the  second  place ;  and  in  this  order  they  rounded  the  Club 
tetmer,  which  was  anchored  jurt  below  the  Chapman* 

h.  UL  e» 

Mosquito S  41  25 

Veritas S  43    » 

Rifleman   8  4»  45 

The  SOver  Cloud  jibed  well  round,  but  her  race  was  run,  for  on  each 
tack  she  appearedjabsolutely  to  stand  still ;  the  Violet  was  wril  handled, 
answered  her  helm  with  alacrity,  passing  the  Flirt»  and  ere  they  readied 
Holy  Haven  she  overiiauled  the  Silver  Cloud  and  took  the  lead,  she  theu 
•hookout  anef  and  was  never  afbr  headed*  The  Flirt  came  up  to  the* 
Silver  Cloud  in  Sea  Reach,  and  some  pleasing  manceuvring  took  place 
betwsen  them,  which  ended  in  the  former  getting  second  places  The 
Mosquito  also  let  out  a  reef  and  set  a  larger  jib  which  had  the  eflbet  of^ 
gxmg  her  a  fresh  spurt  In  this  way  they  passed  up  the  Lower  Hope*. 
bat  in  turning  through  Gravesend  Reach  the  Mosquito  passed  the  Stiver* 
Ckud,  and  without  any  other  change  they  arrived  at  Erith.  The  Rifle- 
man headed  the  Veritas,  and  became  fifth,  but  with  no  chance  of  winning, 
in  bet  barring  accidents  it  was  evident  that  the  Violet  would  be  the 
winner. 

They  rounded  the  buoy  off  Erith  in  the  following  order  and  tine» 


Violet. 


b.m.  B. 
5  50  0 
5  58  30 


h.  m.  8. 

Mosquito 6    5  55 

Silver  Cloud    6    6  32 


The  Rifleman  and  Veritas  we  did  not  time.  It  b  but  just  to  obserre 
that  the  Flirt  rounded  the  buoy  five  minutes  before  the  time  above  stated, 
but  in  consequence  of  doing  so  on  the  wrong  side,  she  had  to  put  about 
apnin,  and  fortunately  for  her  the  Mosquito  was  at  a  distance,  or  Mr. 
Y   mg^s  chance  of  the  prize  would  have  been  out. 

The  Vice  Commodore  who  was  the  senior  officer  for  the  day  placed 
tl  I  Silver  Cloud  third,  which  caused  much  dissenaioa,  as  it  was  evident 
tl  \  Little  Mosquito  was  entitled  to  that  honour.     We  attribute  this' 
n  isdirection  to  the  firing  of  Uie  gun  brfore  the  vessels  rounded  the  booy^ 
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as  bom  out  koovrledge  of  the  Vioe-oommodore  we  oonfinkoiiy  state  he 
would  be  the  lost  man  who  wovdi  deprive  any  yacht  of  her  just  doe. 

We  shall  briefly  notice  the  above  yachts,  as  this  was  the  maiden  race 
with  all  but  one*  The  Silver  Cloud  was  built  by  Banckham  undw  the 
inspection  of  her  owner  Mr.  Hewitt,  at  Barking,  and  is  a  very  stiff  crsft, 
there  were  many  opinious  given  respecting  her  during  the  matdi,  and 
as  we  prefer  those  of  men  who  are  seamen,  we  are  inclined  to  think  tbsi 
their  arguments  agamst  the  ballast  being  all  in  her  keel  is  worthy  of 
attention  ;  she  canies  a  laige  mam^-sail  which  is  laced  to  the  boom,  and 
is  sloop-rigged.  Her  sails  appeared  too  heavy  for  the  number  of  hands 
she  had  on  board,  to  shifb  with  that  alacrity  which  is  required  in  a  matdu 
However,  as  her  owner  is  a  practical  man,,  there  is  no  doubt  she  will 
he  made  more,  serviceable  ere  long* 

The  Flirt  is  a  very  pretty  specimen  of  the  handicraft  of  the  builder 
of  the  eelebrated  Kitten,^Harvey  of  Wivenhbe,«and.  bids  finr  to  sdd 
to.the  ** prise  money  "  of  her  owner,  Mr;  Youilg. 

The  Little  Mosquito's  perfoitnance  are  so  well  knoim  that  we  shall 
noti  repeat  them.  Mr.  Bulmer,  must  not  be  dispirited  because  he  his 
not.  been  .so  suocessftil  «a  her  fonner  owner.  Perseveranoe  will  do  mnck 
to  lead  her  to  victory. 

The  Veritas  we  eee  no  reason  to  alter  our  opinion  o^  she  will  never  be 
a.raoer. 

The  Rifleman. was  bwlt-  by  Aldous,  but  will  not  we  fear  add  to  his 
£une. 


Bt^al  London  YaefU  Club  Matches  followed  on  the  ISt^  ult.,  and 
we  regret  to  state  that  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  entries,  little  can 
be  reeorded.  The  prises  for  the  two  classes  were  £40,  widi  £iO  for 
second  yacht  in  the  first  class;  £30  with  £5  for  second  yacht  in  the 
second  class. 

In  the  first  class  the  Maud  was  entered  to  contend  with  the  Phahtono, 
and>  unfortunately  ehe  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  measured,  therefdre 
the  latter  had  merely  a  <^  saiiover**  to- claim  the  price 

In  the  second  class  those  ceiebres  of  the  Thames  contested,  the  Vam* 
pire  and  Kitten^  The  wind  blew  strong  from  S.  W.,  and  the  rain  pour^ 
down  with  an  earnestness,  which  conrineed  the  company  assembled  i 
board  the  Mars  steamer,  that  'the  voyage  would  be  anything  but  pleass  . 
However  as  usual  the  admirers  of  the  aquatic  sport,  were  all  determhi  I 
to  mAke  the  best  of  it.  On  our  arrival  at  Ertth  the  yachts  were  at  tl;  r 
moonngSL 
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Nimb»ied  a»  tit  fiimf  i  Vnhtrmd  Ttiteht  LiH  fbt  l9^. 


No. 

7S6  Phantom.. 
573  Kitten..  . 
OS^Yampit©.. 


TMhtt*  Nftmef. 


Rig. 


cutter 
oatter 
cutter 


Too. 


28     8.  Lane,  Esq. 
13     R.  Leach,  Esq. 
20     C.  Wheeler,  Ei^. 


Tbd  «i^iil  gan  w«8  fired  at  1  Ih.  S^ttk.,  atid  the  Kitten  ^ras  fim  u^er 

CftQTAs,  fblldwed  by  the  Vampire  :  the  Phantom  set  h©i^  top-sail  &t 

starting,  and  the  whole  were  close  together:  the  Vampire  endeavoured  t6 

plus  the  Kitten  to  windward,  and  the  latter  luAng  up  to  pt^veiH  her, 

cutiaed  the  ttio  to  hug  the  Kentidh  sholre.     The  Vatnpi^  &nd  Kitten 

hoisted  top«-8iiik  af^r  a  ^hort  time,  and  the  fotnle^  obtained  the  leaod 

whreh  the  Phtotom  off  Put^eet  wfedted  from  her.     Down  Longf  Red^ 

they  rushed  staggering  imder  theit  e^uvas,  tcaA  eateetiitig  over  with 

feArfhl  haiftatd,  neaf  ly  buf  ied  in  the  w&tets.     Th^  Phantom  had  the  lead, 

imd  was  nearly  half  a  mile  ahead  of  Vampii^  at  passing  Gfaveseiid. 

In  this  position  they  passed  Southend,  when  the  Phatitom  iltklidk  t&p«- 

safl,  the  others  speedily  followed  het  example.     They  rouhded  the  Nore 

Light  thus  i-^ 

h«  oik  a.  I                                          h.    iD«    ^ 

Phantom 2  33    0  1  Kitten » 2    47      0 

Vampire  : 2  42  oj 

After  rounding  they  made  for  the  Blyth,  along  the  edge  of  whic^ 

they  kept.     They  continued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way  without  any 

change.     The  Kitten  after  rounding  was  the  first  to  ftkeet,  but  the 

Vampire  was  not  overhauled,  although  great  credit  is  due  to  the  Kitten 

for  the  pluck  they  displayed  to  obtain  first  place.     And  this  is  the  more 

praiseworthy,  for  they  were  sure  to  receive  the  prize  if  the  rules  we^ 

abided  by.     They  rounded  the  buoy  off  Erith  in  the  following  order:  — 

h.    in«    8.  I  n,    m.    8. 

i%antom 6      1    40    Kitten « S    21    40 

Vampire 6    14    30 1 

A  protest  was  entered  against  the  Vampire  in  addition  to  the  one  of 
not  being  measured,  viz.,  for  having  an  extra  hand  on  board.  The 
committee  afterwards  met  at  the  Club  House  and  decided  that  the  Kitten 
was  entitled  to  the  prize,  on  the  grounds  of  her  opponent  not  being 
i^easured;  but  they  exonerated  Mr.  Wheeler  from  the  charge  of  having 
]   i  extra  hand  on  board. 

After  the  Phantom  had  come  alongside  the  steamer,  Captain  Andrews 
(  'ho  officiated  in  the  absence  ot  the  Commodofe,  J.  Goodson,  Esq.) 
]  ssented  the  purse  of  40  sovereigns  to  the  owner  of  the  Phantom,  and 
i  id  *^  although  the  Phantom  sailed  alone  in  her  class,  he  felt  a  pleasure 
i    presenting  Mr,  Lane  with  the  prize,  yet  he  must  say  that  the  pleasure 
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would  hftye  been  much  greater  if  he  had  been  able  to  bring  the  Maad 
round  in  time  to  be  measured.  The  prize  most  probably  would  have 
gone  to  the  Phantom,  still  it  would  enchanoe  its  value  by  being  honor- 
ably contested.** 

Mr.  Lane,  in  receiving  the  prize  **  could  assure  the  company  assembled 
that  he  felt  almost  ashamed  to  accept  it»  as  he  had  done  nothing  to  merit 
such  honor,  however  as  he  did  not  wish  to  give  ofience,  he  could  only 
hope  that  on  another  occasion  an  antagonist  would  be  found  to  compete 
with  the  Phantom.** 

The  **  health  of  the  Queen  and  the  ladies'*  was  next  given  by  Captain 
Andrews,  who  alluded  to  the  unpropitious  state  of  the  weather,  especi- 
ally its  effects  upon  the  fiiir  sex.  He  complimented  the  ladies  upon 
their  being  good  sailors,  and  hoped  that  on  the  next  occasion  their 
bright  smiles  would  be  mixed  with  bright  sunshine. 

The  <'  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,**  coupled  with  the  name  of  Captmn 
Andrews^  was  next  given,  and  duly  responded  to  ;  after  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  terminated. 

In  coming  up  when  off  Southend,  the  Phantom  fell  in  with  her  old 
antagonist  the  Thought,  which  had  been  out  for  an  airing,  her  Captain 
Pittuck  (commonly  known  as  Pickett,)  not  wishing  the  weeds  to  entangle 
her  bottom,  after  he  had  got  her  afloat  for  die  season.  The  appearance 
of  this  yacht  created  a  great  bustle  on  board  the  steamer,  and  we  believe 
more  attention  was  paid  to  the  manoeuvring  of  these  two  yachts,  than  to 
the  contending  craft  in  the  match. 

In  the  firiendly  contest  on  this  occasion  the  Thought  had  the  best  of  it^ 
as  when  she  clued  up  her  main-sail  at  Gravesend,  she  was  at  least  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  a-head.  She  had  only  a  crew  of  a  man  and  boy  on 
board  besides  the  Captain. 

The  Aurora  Borealis  was  also  cruising  about»  and  was  highly  censured 
for  getting  in  the  way  of  the  Phantom  more  than  once,  but  it  might 
have  been  inadvertently  done,  although  we  must  confess  we  have  seen 
yachts  not  in  matches  most  unjustifiably  hamper  those  contending.  This 
should  at  all  times  be  avoided. 


Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match  occupied  the  third  day's 

successive  sailing  on  the  Thames:— This  is  considered  the  crack  xnf  \ 

on  the  river,  and  when  it  comes  off  as  smoothly  as  its  promoters  dec  « 

is  no  doubt  A  1  of  all  yacht  sailmg.     On  the  14th  June,  the  whole  f  - 

ceeding  throughout  was  characterized  with  fair  saOiog,  and  an  endeai  r 

on  the  part  of  the  respective  crews  of  the  craft  engaged  to  give  I 

take  fiur  play.     The  weather  was  Cbut  firom  agreeable  to  the  majority  t 
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the  oompany  asflembled  on  board  the  Prince  of  Walee  steamer,  en- 
gaged by  the  club,  for  although  the  morning  was  fair,  in  the  afternoon 
seTeial  smart  showers  drore  the  company  to  seek  shelter.  However 
notwithstanding  all  this  the  Commodore  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  the  Vice- 
Commodore,  R.  Green,  Esq.,  and  the  worthy  Secretary,  P.  Grant,  Esq., 
exerted  themselves  snccessfuUy  to  give  pleasure  to  all  on  board  by  their 
ontiring  attentions  to  their  comforts. 

The  prise  for  competition  was  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of  £100 
quarter-minute  time  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage.  To  start  from 
Bosherville  Pier  to  go  round  the  Mouse  Light  and  back. 

An  exceeding  good  entry  graced  the  cards,  and  when  we  arrived  at 
Bosherville  we  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  all  the  yachts  at  their 
moorings  ready  for  sailing,  viz  :— 

Numbered  a$  in  Hunft  Vnweraal  Yaehi  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Yaehu  Names. 


Rig. 


Toot. 


Own«ra. 


iose'midflre 

586,UUah  Eookh. 

1025lVe8tal 

856Sappho , 

43|Aquiline 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


59 
126 

74 
104 

56 


J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
Lord  Bangor 

F.  O  Marshall,  Esq. 

G.  P.  Naylor,  Esq. 
J.  Cardinall,  Esq. 


At  about  12h.  85m.,  Ansell  received  orders  to  fire  the  preparatoiy 
gnn,  and  after  an  interval  of  five  minutes,  the  cannon  again  belched  forth 
the  signal  to  start;     Ere  the  smoke  had  cleared  away  the  whole  fleet 
were  acUvely  engaged  in  bowsing  up  their  snowy  canvas,  that 
**  Fluttered  in  the  breeze." 

Great  attention  is  generally  g^ven  to  the  start,  as  it  is  deemed  one  of 
the  best  tests  of  the  activity  of  the  crew.  On  this  occasion  the  Wildfire 
was  first  under  canvas,  yet  the  Sappho  canted  first ;  the  Vestal  took  the 
lead,  but  soon  gave  way  to  the  Lallah  Rookh.  The  Sappho  luffing  up, 
and  seemed  in  some  manner  to  be  out  of  order.  After  passing 
Coalhouse  Point  the  whole  fleet  jibed,  and  having  set  their  top-sails,  the 
Sappho  passed  the  Aquiline,  and  the  Vestal  not  content  with  the  first 
top-sail  she  set  shifted  for  a  larger  one  which  gave  the  Wildfire  a  chance 
of  passing  whilst  so  engaged.  In  Sea  Reach  the  Lallah  Rookh  was 
leadiog,  followed  by  Wildfire,  Vestal,  Sappho  and  Aquiline. 

A  heavy  squall  of  wind  and  rain  came  on,  which  caused  the  Vestal  to 
lower  her  top-sail.  A  large  steamer  belonging  we  believe  to  the  General 
Stesm  Navigation  Company,  bound  outwards,  came  up  and  took  the 
wind  out  of  the  sails  of  the  Vestal  and  Aquiline,  and  for  some  consider- 
able time  kept  so  close  to  windward  of  the  Aquiline,  as  to  baffle  all  her 
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ejEbirts  to  g^t  rid  of  the  ouUance  ;  the  back  water  from  tho  paddles,  had 

^e  efieot  of  retarding  the  progress  of  the  yacht ;  aad  the  Captaia  o£ 

i^y  steamer  vrho  would  not  bear  away  to  aJiow  a  craft  to  pass  when 

coot^Dding  ia  a  match  deserves  censure.    If  he  had  eased  for  fi?e  mmutes 

the  A<|uUia9  would  have  been  able  to  get  clear,  and  the  steamer  would 

then  pass  to  leeward.    But  uo,  that  did  not  suit  the  fancy  of  the  skipper, 

he  must  be  in  the   way.     When  passing  the   Nore  Light  the  Lallah 

J^kh  was  leading  by  nearly  a  mUe,  and  the  others  at  various  distamcee 

a'^head  of  each  other.     The  wind  shifted  more  westerly,  and  the  whole 

fleet  struck  top-sails  and  shifted  jibs,  and  some  of  the  yachts  lowered 

their  top- ousts,  and  in  this  order  tliey  rounded  the  Mouse. 

h.  m.  a^  I  b.    m.  & 

Lallah  Rookh 2  33      0  |  Sappho 2     45  10 

Wildfire 2  42  50  I  Aquiline 2    48  10 

Vestal 2  43  85  I 

The  Wildfire  was  thus  winning  with  several  minutes  to  spare.  The 
Lillah  Rookh  did  the  distance  at  the  rate  of  13^  knots  an  hour.  The 
whole  of  the  vessels  rounded  very  well,  and  stood  over  to  the  northward  ; 
the  wind  strong  from  about  W.S.  W.,  with  little  sea.  The  Vestal  shortly 
after  rounding  took  the  lead  of  Wildfire,  but  this  was  in  a  great  measure 
owing  to  a  mishap  on  board  the  latt^.  It  appears  the  rigging  and  gear 
are  of  iron  wire,  and  during  the  heavy  squall  that  now  assailed  thena, 
the  starboafd  fore^mast  shrouds  gave  way,  and  she  was  hove  about  to 
prevent  her  mast  from  going  over.  The  damage  as  &r  as  the  crew  had 
the  means  was  speedily  repaired,  but  still  her  foremast  at  every  fireah 
puff  tottered  fearfuUy,  and  it  certainly  was  a  good  stick  or  it  would  have 
gone  by  the  board.  After  the  squall  (which  was  a  regular  hurricane  in 
miniature)  had  passed  away,  the  Lallah  Rookh  was  leading  a  long  dis- 
tance a*head,  with  Sappho  second,  Aquiline  third.  Wildfire  fourth,  and 
the  Vestal  last.  The  wind  now  seemed  more  steady,  and  the  two  latter 
vessels  kept  on  tack  fior  tack,  and  succeeded  in  passing  Aquiline  and 
Sappho,  and  taking  the  position  in  which  they  rounded  the  Moms^ 
When  reaching  the  Nore  Light  ship  the  wind  shifted  and  enabled  ibo 
Vestal  to  obtain  second  place,  bringing  her  close  to  the  Lallah  Rookh^ 
the  wind  again  mcreased  and  another  squall  came  on.  The  latter  veeael 
from  her  size  withstood  the  shock,  and  rushed  madly  along,  throwing 
the  spray  half  mast  high,  but  the  poor  Wildfire  was  once  more  in  trov*  *  i, 
the  bolts  to  the  preventer  stays  which  were  rigged  out  to  assist  9 
shrouds^  began  to  draw,  and  the  main  shroud  halliards  parted,  and  e  f 
bolt  and  rope  loosened  and  strained.  The  greatest  fears  were  now 
tertained  for  the  safety  of  her  fore-mast,  as  it  bent  and  swayed  hte  1 
i^t.    Fort^nately  it  wi^Mftood  the  psessui^  and  the  Wildfire  onee  r     » 
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^nghg&A  ia  ihe  ooaieat  with  Vwlal»  pasabg  and  taking  seoood  plaee  again, 
la  entering  Sea  Reach  (die  Moequito,  Amazon,  Aurora  Boreatie,  and 
the  Vigilant,  reTenue  cutter  were  observed  eruising,  and  they  hovered 
abent  the  fleet.  The  Mosquito  evidently  having  the  best  of  the  Amazon. 
Another  squall  was  encountered  at  upper  part]of  Sea  Reach,  but  the  water 
being  less  agitated  the  Wildfire  kept  her  place,  and  when  in  Lower 
Hope  the  fleet  was  compelled  to  jibe  as  the  wind  headed  them.  In 
rounding  the  buoy  off  Rosherville  the  Lallah  Rookh  and  Vestal  over^ 
reached,  and  consequently  lost  a  few  seconds  in  going  about.  The  time 
and  order  of  rounding  was  as  folk>ws. 

fa.    m.    s, 

Sappho 7    59    50 

Aquiline 8      6    30 


Lallah  Rookh 

h. 
^    7 

m. 
40 
4ft 

52 

50 

WUdftre. 

7 

10 

Vestal 

20 

The  Wildfire  was  therefore  the  winner,  with  10m.  55s.  to  spare  :  the 
whole  distance  there  and  back  estimated  at  about  68  miles  was  performed 
by  the  Lallah  Rookh  in  7  hours  15  minutes,  being  about  eight  miles 
an  hour.  Lord  Alfred  Fag^t  presented  the  prize  to  Mr.  Turner,  and 
this  finished  a  first-rate  schooner  match  on  the  Thames. 

The  Wildfire*8  time  of  building,  &c.,  has  been  noticed  in  former  volumes. 
This  might  be  considered  her  maiden  prize,  having  been  altered  from  her 
originality  as  a  cutter.  Her  present  owner  is  more  fortunate  than  his  prede- 
ee^eor,  and  we  think  if  he  intends  her  for  a  racer,  he  will  give  her  a  thorough 
overhaul,  and  have  her  rigging  made  stronger;  and  larger  canvas  wouU  not 
be  an  impediment,  rather  to  the  contrary. 

The  Lallah  Rookh  was  built  by  Wanhill  in  1854,  she  is  a  noble  looking 
craft,  and  this  we  believe  was  her  first  appearance  as  a  racer. 

The  Sappho  was  built  by  Camper  in  1 853,  and  is  a  good  serviceable  sea- 
boat,  not  kept  fbr  the  pnrpose  of  racing,  and  her  owner  to  make  a  good  dis- 
play of  schooners  entered  her,  without  the  least  idea  of  winning ;  in  fact  she 
sailed  with  her  usual  sea-going  stores  on  board,  not  an  article  we  are  given 
to  understand  was  displaced  on  the  occasion.  A  few  such  generous  spirits 
would  add  to  the  pleasure  of  yacht  sailing. 

The  Vestal  has  lately  come  into  the  possession  of  F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq., 
who  fi>rmerly  had  the  Therese,  which  he  sold  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  having  been  only  a  few  weeks  the  owner  of  the  Vestal,  had  no  time  to 
prepare  her.  But  to  show  that  he  meant  business,  the  celebrated  John 
Nicholls  was  engaged  for  the  trial.    She  did  not  win  it  is  true,  but  still  she 

ght  have  been  in  a  better  position  at  the  finish,  if  she  had  not  met  with  an 

ndent  befbre  the  race,  viz.,  knocking  off  some  eight  or  ten  feet  of  her  keel, 
;  id  to  our  own  knowledge  the  Captain  on  the  morning  of  the  race  borrowed 
I    venX  tons  of  ballast,  rather  than  not  be  in  the  contest.    We  shall  expect 

aee  her  in  the  van  before  the  season  is  over,  as  her  owner  intends  visiting 
t    )  faatern  Coast  Regattas*    The  vessel  is  the  bandicraA  of  laman. 
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Now  come  we  to  the  Aquiliue,  one  of  the  prettiest  craft  afloat— she  was 
built  by  Harvey.  In  the  present  race,  as  we  observed  before,  she  was  much 
impeded,  and  in  addition  we  are  informed  by  a  gentlemen  who  was  on  board 
that  it  was  discovered  that  upwards  of  a  ton  of  water  had  lodged  in  her  bilge, 
supposed  trom  being  improperly  caulked.  The  Captain  was  new  to  his  crsit, 
and  it  takes  time  for  a  man  to  get  the  proper  trim.  We  shall  have  occasion 
we  hope  to  log  her  in  our  list  of  winners. 

Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  last  Match  Jar  the  season. — June  28th 
was  the  closing  scene  of  this  noble  club,  and  many  were  the  expressions 
of  regret.  All  things  have  an  end  and  so  must  yachting.  This  club 
Yory  judiciously  get  their  matches  over  early  in  the  seasoui  to  allow  the 
members  an  opportunity  of  taking  their  yachts  seaward,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  most  excellent  plan. 

Last  year  we  believe  was  the  first  in  which  prizes  had  been  given  to 
small  yachts,  (or  more  properly  speaking  the  3rd  and  4th  class,)  and  the 
satisfaction  it  gave  to  all  parties  conoemed,  as  well  as  a  numerous  oom- 
pany,  has  produced  a  second,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  perpetuated  as  long 
as  the  club  exists. 

The  club  on  this  occasion  offered  two  prizes,  one  of  £50  value  for 
third  class  yachts,  between  twelve  and  twenty  tons,  and  one  of  £30  for 
fourth  class,  between  seven  and  twelve  tons.  For  the  third  class,  four 
entered  viz..  Fawn,  Exquisite,  Brunette,  and  Vampire  ;  for  the  fourth 
class  nine  entered  and  all  started  : — 

Numbered  as  in  Bunts  Univenal  Yacht  List /or  1856. 


No. 


Tachta*  Nsmei. 


Big. 

Tons. 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

9 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

10 

Ownen. 


881 
1037 

816 

546 

812 

875 

184 
1072 

864  Sea 


Flirt 

Violet 

Quiver 

Julia 

Esk 

Silver  aoud.< 

Camelia , 

Wave , 

Nymph... 


A.  J.  Toung,  Esq. 
J.  R.  Eirby,  Esq. 
T.  ChamberUyne,  Esq. 
P.  Turner,  Esq. 
H,  Meadows.  Esq. 

B.  Hewitt,  Esq. 
Lord  de  Ros. 
T.Rickman.Esq. 
a.  SoUy,  Esq. 


The  course  was  from  the  usual  starting  place,  about  a  mile  above  Erith 
to  Chapman  Head  and  back. 

In  due  course  we  arrived  at  Erith,  where  we  found  the  above  sn 
craft  at  their  moorings, — ^but  alas !  no  yacht  of  third  class  made  I 
appearance.  Does  the  sight  of  the  "white,  red  border,  bat  in  centr 
frighten  all  aspiring  owners  from  the  waters,  sorely  some  one  or  t 
might  be  foiiiid»  to  make  the  attempt  at  least  to  vanquish  the  monster;  h 
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the  owner  of  the  Kitten  been  one  of  the  R.  T»,  this  affisur  would  ha?e 
terminated  differently. 

The  first  gun  was  fired  at  llh.  dSm.  oOs.,  when  the  little  ''hives'' 
were  in  commotion.  ''Firoi"  cried  Lord  A.,  at  1  Ih.  43m.  SOs;  this  pre- 
daion  of  time  showed  the  discipline  of  the  noble  commodore.  The 
Quiver  was  first  round,  followed  by  Violet^  then  Flirty  the  rest  in  a  ruck, 
the  first  named  set  her  canvas  with  great  smartness,  and  Flirt  ran  up  a 
large  but  light  top-sail;  and  the  Silver  Cloud  made  an  attempt  to 
hoiat  an  enormous  top-sail  yard,  long  enough  apparently  to  reaoh  firom 
the  bowsprit  end  to  beyond  her  boom;  but  unfortunately  in  some  res- 
pects the  yard  bent  like  a  reed,  and  they  were  forced  to  encumber  their 
deck  with  it.  There  was  scarcely  sufficient  wind  to  keep  the  sails  firon\ 
flapping  at  the  start,  and  that  nearly  north,  so  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
called  more  than  a  drift  match.  The  Sea  Nymph  took  the  lead  before 
reaching  Purfleet  which  she  kept  nearly  through  Long  Reach,  when 
the  wind  having  chopped  round  to  west,  they  were  once  more  together, 
A  slight  catspaw  having  been  felt  by  the  Flirt  she  darted  ahead,  fol- 
lowed by  Sea  Nymph,  but  before  reaching  Gravesend  numerous  changes 
took  place,  and  they  passed  this  ''  city  of  shrimps,*'  in  the  following 
order.  Flirt  considerably  ahead.  Quiver,  Esk,  Julia,  Sea  Nymph,  Violet, 
Camelia,  Wave,  and  slightly  in  the  distance  the  Silver  Cloud« 

After  entering  Sea  Reach  several  changes  took  place^  and  when  off 
Hole  Haven,  the  Flirt  and  Quiver  as  they  lay  becalmed  on  the  Essex 
shore,  were  passed  by  the  Violet,  Julia,  Wave,  and  others  that  had 
hugged  the  north  shore. 

The  steamer  went  a-head  and  anchored  within  a  mile  of  the  Chapman  ; 
the  tide  being  now  on  the  turn,  the  steamer  remained  with  her  head 
seaward,  which  the  yachts  did  not  at  first  observe,  and  when  they  went 
round  the  vessel  it  was  one  of  the  most  imposing  sights  ever  witnessed  by 
the  oldest  "  salt."  The  Quiver  which  was  the  first  to  discover  that  the 
steamer  was  moored,  bore  down  on  her  to  round,  followed  by  Sea  Nymph, 
when  the  Flirt  which  had  gone  farther  a-head,  tacked  and  came  rushing 
on  the  other  two,  and  they  had  to  give  way  to  her  :  up  came  Violet  at 
this  moment  also  bore  down,  and  thus  a  collision  seemed  inevitable,  but 
good  seamanship  prevented  it  Up  came  Julia,  Esk,  and  Wave,  followed 
f^  a  few  seconds  by  Silver  Cloud  and  Camelia,  thus  the  nine  boats  were 
I     in  a  cluster,  the  bowsprit  of  some  hanging  over  the  counter  of  others. 

The  whole  fleet  rounded  as  one  vessel,  at  about  3h.  53m.,  amidst  the 
]  tst  deafening  shouts  that  ever  issued  from  an  excited  and  enraptured 
]  altitude.  The  fishes  were  disturbed  fix>m  their  repose,  the  sea  birds 
1  V  away  screaming,  and  we  should  opine  that  even  the  Nore  Light 
1     pers  if  they  heard  the  shouts  went  into  convulsions. 
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The  offieiab  placed  three  vesttels  thoB.- — ^Violet  first,  3h.  52m.  15b.| 
Flirt,  3h.  52m.  168.,  Esk,  3hs.52m.  17s.,  but  we  really  oould  not  decide; 
all  we  can  say  is  that  the  oldest  man  living  nerer  saw  such  a  scene,  and 
its  one  of  those  sights  that  a  man  would  be  almost  justified  in  not  he* 
lieving  if  he  were  not  present. 

There  was  not  the  least  attempt  at  fouling,  the  crews  of  the  respective 
Teasels  seemed  enchanted,  not  a  murmer  escaped  them,  and  a  smile  illu- 
mined most  of  their  pleasing  phisogs  ;  we  particularly  observed  a  <Im»- 
tioos  firiend  of  ours,  who  popped  up  ttom  below  in  his  old  fitvorite  craft, 
with  a  blue  and  white  covering  on  his  veneraUe  head,  rubbing  his 
hands  with  delight ;  and  much  to  the  credit  of  all,  they  had  taken  on 
hoard  a  cargo  of  good  humour. 

Soon  after  rounding  they  all  went  about,  the  Flirt  taking  the  lead^ 
when  after  a  little  jockeying  the  Wave  became  first,  followed  by  Julia 
second,  but  the  Ware  was  soon  displaced,  as  off  Hole  Haven  the  Flirt 
was  leading,  followed  by  Julia  second,  Violet,  Sea  Nymph,  Quiver^ 
Wave,  Esk,  Caroelia,  and  Silver  Cloud.  When  coming  up  Sea  BjbsA 
the  wind  increased  and  headed  them,  the  Julia  made  a  tack  and  appealed 
to  lose  ground.  The  wind  still  on  the  increase  the  Quiver  lovrered  her 
top-sail,  and  went  a*head  of  Sea  Nymph,  Violet,  and  Julia,  and  oame 
up  to  Flirt  hand  oter  hand  and  after  some  manosuvring  passed  on  her 
lee  :  after  entering  the  Lower  Hope  the  struggle  between  them  was  ex- 
citing, the  Quiver  however  kept  the  lead.  When  pasnng  Gravesend 
she  was  nearly  two  minutes  a-head.  When  coming  up  Fidlen  Readi 
she  set  a  jib  headed  top-sail,  and  the  Flirt  also  hoisted  a  top-saiL  la 
this  way  they  turned  up  Long  Reach  continually  changing  positions. 

Off  Gravesend  the  Wave  and  Julia  came  in  contact,  and  the  latter  bad 
her  topmast  carried  away,  which  considerably  delayed  her.  She  had 
previously  carried  away  her  bobstay.  They  arrived  at  the  buoy  off  Erilll 
in  the  following  order  :— 

h. 

Quirer *.    6 

Flirt 6 

Sea  Nymph 6 

Violet 6 

Esk 6 


m. 

8. 

33 

4fi 

86 

40 

S9 

50 

40 

85 

42 

40 

h.    m.    a 

Jalia ,    6    4ft    as 

Wave 6    46    40 

Camella 6    47      5 

Silver  Gkmd 6    48      O 


The  Flhrt  lost  some  seconds  in  rounding,  and  the  Camelia  and  8i*-^^ 
Cloud  passed  without ;  the  Quiver  vras  declared  the  winner. 

Lord  Alfred  Paget  presented  Mr.  Chamberlayne  with  the  prise»  .  a 
said  he  should  be  happy  at  all  times  to  enter  his  yacht,  where  such  g  1 
feeling  b  displayed,  as  he  had  witnessed  to  day. 
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MY  CRADLE  BOAT. 

BY   TOMMT  BLUFFBOW. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Kitty  was  ridbg  at  anchor  in  the  river  one  er«:iing  in  the  month 
of  Jolj^  when  the  scene  presented  as  fine  and  lovelj  a  picture  as  the  eye 
could  desire  to  rest  upon.  Not  a  breath  of  wind  stirring,  nor  a  ripple 
upon  the  water :  but  the  setting  sun  had  lefl  luminous  ruby  traces  in 
the  western  sky  which  contrasted  picturesquely  with  the  lurid  horizon  in 
the  east;  where  the  moon  was  rising  obscurely,  behind  the  cloudy 
curtains  that  hung  in  various  folds,  as  if  purposely  to  screen  it  from  the 
more  daazling  effect  of  the  scene  directly  opposite.  The  north  and  south 
hanks  of  the  river  were  thickly  studded  with  tall  trees,  which  awaited 
but  the  favoured  glance  of  the  moon  to  bid  them  cast  their  tall  shadows 
aeroes  the  limped  stream*  Such  was  the  scene  presented  to  my  view 
froon  aboard  the  Kitty,  as  I  paced  her  decks,  puffing  a  cigar,  ever 
and  anon  turning  my  eyes  from  east  to  west,  from  north  to  south,  and 
gazing  with  pleasing  delight  on  the  beautifixi  picture  unfolded  to  view 
on  either  side.  And  then  I  thought  of  Heaven  and  the  beaudes  of 
nature;  my  feelings  seemed  to  be  inspired  by  some  inward  mover  of  men'a 
hearts,  and  I  wished  myself  a  better  man.  My  musings  were  shortly 
interrupted  by  the  voice  of  some  one  near,  who  had  approached  quite 
unobserved;  so  deeply  was  I  engaged  in  thoughtful  contempla<ioD*  I 
tamed  in  the  directiou  of  the  speaker,  and  saw  it  was  John  Lester,  who 
had  come  from  the  fore-cabin,  where  the  Captain  and  kd  were  at  supper* 

'*  I  want  to  speak  to  you,  sir,  about  a  private  piece  of  business,  if 
you'll  allow  me'\  said  he. 

''  Oh,  certunly,  Lester/'  I  replied  ;  and  Ithen  saw  at  a  glance  he  had 
something  on  his  mind  which  conndesably  disturbed  his  self- possession  $ 
and  ae  to  the  result  of  which  he  had  some  misgiving.  I  therefore  spoke 
enoooragingly  to  him,  and  urged  him  to  proceed. 

•^  Well  then,  sir,  the  fact  is,"  said  Lesler,  <'  I  hope  yon  will  not  be 
oFittded  with  me^  rir,  but  since  I've  been  in  your  employ  Fve  become 
m  lOainted  with  a  young  wonian  that  I  should  like  to  marry,  sir,  if  you 
b  re  no  objection.^ 

'Hal  what  I  young,  woman?     Who  is  she?  marry,  what?"  I  replied^ 

'  Well  (rir,  its  a  young  woman  of  the  name  of  Kitty  Murray,"  said 
I    Bter. 

fO.   7. — VOL.   V.  2  8 
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<'  Kitty  Momyr  I  said  with  astonishment,  ^^and  pray  how  long  bare 
yon  been  making  lore  to  her?^ 

*'  Ever  since  Fve  been  in  your  service,  sir,"  said  hcy^'bat  I  did  not  know 
whether  you  would  approve  of  the  match,  because  she  is  a  dangfater  of 
the  man  who  took  your  yacht  across  the  sea  on  a  smuggling  voyage, 
about  two  years  ago.*' 

**  Oh  yes,"  I  replied,  ''  I  know  the  family  well :  you  have  done  right 
in  mentioning  this  to  me  Lester.  I  will  consider  of  it  and  speak  to  yoa 
again  upon  the  subject  to-morrow.  But  stay, — ^when  did  yon  first 
become  acquainted  with  her,  Lester." 

**  The  first  time  I  ever  saw  her,  sir,"  replied  the  sailor,  **  was  when 
you  sent  me  down  to  the  cottage  with  ^your  respects  and  you  had  sent 
her  a  chicken'.  She  came  to  the  door  herself  and  I  thought  I  bad 
never  seen  so  pretty  a  cottage  girl  in  all  my  life.  I  fell  souse  over  hsad 
and  heels  in  love  with  her.  So  after  that  I  used  to  walk  round  there 
vrith  my  pipe  of  an  evening,  after  we  came  ashore.  I  had  to  go  a  good 
many  times  before  she'd  take  any  notice  of  me  :  but  at  last,  when  8h» 
found  I  was  in  earnest,  she  faove-to  ;  and  then  I  luffed  alongside  hor, 
and  so  the  acquamtance  commenced, — ihats  how  it  was,  sir." 

^  And  has  she  promised  to  marry  you?"  I  enquired. 

^  Well,  no  sir,  not  exactly  :  she  said  '  she  did  not  know  whether  jov 
would  approve  of  it  or  not :'  because  you  see,  sir,  her  &iher  having 
wronged  you ;  she  was  fearftd  you  would  not  overlook  it :  but,  as  I  told 
her,  her  Cither's  wrongs  were  no  wrongs  of  hers." 

**  But  did  she  state  that  as  the  reason  why  she  would  not  wooefi  yoar 
offer  until  you  had  spoken  to  me  about  it." 

"  No  sir,  she  would  not  give  me  her  reason,  but  I  knew  that  was  wbeiv 
her  fears  hung,"  he  replied. 

**  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  going  much  to  the  cottage  of  so 
evening  to  sit  vnth  her?." 

<<Not  until  very  lately,  sir,"  said  the  sailor,  "  I  used  to  fall  in  with 
her  sometimes  whilst  sauntering  about  by  the  beach  and  cHA  near  the 
cottage.  And  one  evening  I  remember  we  were  eruizmg  along  vndff 
easy  sail,  I  had  her  on  my  starboard  bow,  when  ail  of  a  sudden,  she  esst 
off  her  main  tackle^  let  go  her  jib  sheet,  and  scudded  away  for  the  oott^e 
like  a  revenue  cutter  ;  leaving  me  all  adrift  in  my  ideas  as  to  the  cnm 
of  it ;  until  I  turned  my  head  and  looked  ah>ng  the  beach,  and  i  sre 
was  yoti,  sir,  a  coming  along  with  a  cigar  in  your  mouth :  she  bed 
twigged  you,  but  I  hadn't  until  that  moment :  so  I  ported  my  hehi  ind 
bore  away  directly  on  another  tack,  for  I  thought  perhaps  you  n  ght 
think  I  was  after  no  good  there.     Hows'ever  I  was  after  no  hann  ar. 
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Tlttt*8  the  only  time  that  ever  yoa  were  near  catching  us  arm  in  arm 
together,  sir.^ 

*'  Well  Leeter,"  I  replied,  '^ou  are  very  candid  and  open  hearted  about 
your  sweetheart :  I  will  consider  of  it  and  speak  to  you  again  in  the 
m<Niiing.  But  I  have  one  request  to  make  of  you,  which  is  this:-— You 
will  come  with  the  gig  and  take  me  and  the  captain  ashore  this  evening, 
when  you  will  immediately  return  to  the  yacht  and  overhaul  the  mullet 
nets,  and  put  the  cabin  in  order  :  for  I  intend  to  be  aboard  eariy  to* 
morrow  morning;  I  must  therefore^  this  evening,  forbid  your  going  ashora 
I  hope  you  have  no  appointment  with  Kitty  to  night?" 

**  No  sir,  none  at  all,"  said  the  sailor  with  a  little  hesitation  **  and 
your  orders  riiall  be  obeyed,  sir." 

l%e  boat  was  immediately  manned,  and  in  half  an  hour  from  the  time 
I  stepped  into  the  stern-sheets  we  landed  at  the  village  pier.  The  cap- 
taia  bade  me  good  nighty  and  trudged  off  to  his  wife  and  family  ;  whilst 
I  waited  a  few  minutes  in  the  shade  to  see  that  the  boat  returned  in  the 
direction  of  the  yacht.  Having  satisfied  myself  that  it  did,  I  walked 
biiskly  home  and  disguised  myself  in  a  pair  of  white  ducks,  common 
sailor^s  jacket,  and  round  shining  hat,  and  then  proceeded  straight  in  the 
direction  of  Murray's  cottage.  On  arriving  there  I  gave  the  old  signal, 
«  gentle  rattling  of  the  latch  of  the  garden  gate,  which  was  shortly 
leeponded  to  by  the  fair  Kitty,  who  came  tripping  along  the  path  with 
light  and  careless  step. 

**  Oh  I  Jack,  I  am  so  glad  you  are  come,**  she  said  putting  out  her  hand 
to  me  which  I  instantly  grasped,  saying, 

*'  And  I  am  so  glad  to  meet  you  Kitty  that  I        >** 

*^6ood  heavens  !  and  is  it  you  Mr.  Bluff  bow?"  she  said  rapidly 
anatching  her  hand  from  my  gprasp.  "  Why  whatever  is  the  matter  that 
joa  come  here  to-night?     I  have  not  seen  you  these  six  weeks." 

'^  Nothing  is  the  matter,  Kitty,"  I  replied,  "  John  Lester  is  aboard  the 
yaefat,  and  will  not  come  ashore  to-night :  he  has  been  talking  to  me 
about  you,  and  I  have  come  here  purposely  to  speak  to  you  upon  the 
aabjeot." 

The  moon  was  shining  brightly  upon  her  blushing  face  as  she  drooped 
her  head  at  my  remark  ;  her  raven  tresses  swingmg  loosely  on  her  cheeks. 
I  reoMuned  silent  a  few  moments  waiting  her  reply,  when  she  raised  her 
head  and  gazmg  sofUy,  but  enquiringly  at  me,  asked,  '*  And  what  did 
John  Lester  say  to  you,  sir." 

**  He  telb  me  he  is  very  much  in  love,  and  wishes  to  marry  you." 

**  Bat  I  have  never  yet  said  I  would  have  him,"  she  replied. 

**  Perhaps  not^  Kitty,  but  he  appears  to  hope  you  will.     He  has  con- 
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fided  in  me,  and  it  is  now  time  that  I  should  he  equally  confiding  widi 
you.  You  know  Eatty  you  have  always  heen  a  very  great  fRVOorite  of 
mine,  and  I  have  much  regard  for  you.  I  should  wish  to  see  you  entirely 
happy  ;  and  I  think  you  would  be  iar  more  so  with  such  a  man  as  John 
Lester,  than  with  me^  were  I  to  offer  to  make  you  my  wife.  Do  you 
not  thijik  so  yourself,  eh!" 

'*  It  would  be  imprudent  on  your  part,  sir,  to  many  a  girl  so  hr  beneath 
you,  as  a  poor  uneducated  cottage  girl  like  myself ;  and  besides  doii^ 
yourself  a  great  injustice,  it  would  be  doing  your  family  oonneu<»s  a 
far  grater;  for  of  course  I  could  never  occupy  so  exalted  a  position  with 
ease  and  pleasure  to  myself,  nor  could  I  endure  being  tlie  subject  of 
ridicule  and  jest  in  fashionable  society,  sueh  as  your  station  in  life  daily 
throws  you  among%t«  4N0,  sir,  however  much  respect  you  may  entertam 
towards  me,  I  respect  you  too  much  to  allow  you  to  disgrace  yourself 
and  family  in  that  way  ;  and  all  I  ask  of  you  is,  to  remember  me  only 
as  a  friend  of  your  early  days,  and  forgive  me  for  all  the  wrongs  I  have 
ever  done  you.** 

^'  Wrongs  !  my  dear  girl  I  you  have  never  wronged  meT  I  shall  ever 
remember  you  as  long  as  I  live,  and  shall  not  cease  to  entertain  the  same 
respect  for  you  I  have  ever  done  :  I  admire  your  magnanimity,  and  only 
hope  I  may  meet  with  one  equally  gif^  in  the  fashionable  society  yon 
destine  me  to  move  in.  But  I  fear,  nay  more,  I  shall  be  much  surprised 
if  I  ever  find  one  so  naturally  gifted  with  noble  sentiment  and  amiable 
fteling  as  yourself.  But  I  will  say  no  more,  you  will  be  happier,  yar 
hi^pier,  without  me :  although  I  consider  you  deserving  an  exalted 
station  in  life.  I  have  reasons  for  thinking  highly  of  John  Lester,  he  is 
a  steady,  honest,  and  open  hearted  fellow ;  besides  which  you  know, 
Kitty  he  is  such  a  fine,  handsome  looking  man,  that  I  do  not  wonder  at 
your  falUng  in  love  with  him.  He  is  a  thorough  sailor  too,  and  I  hope 
will  prove  a  kind  husband." 

**  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  speak  so  highly  of  him,  sir,"  she  relied. 

<'  Well  then,  Kitty,  we  quite  understand  each  other,"  I  said,  "  I  am  to 
withdraw  my  attentions  from  you." 

"  Oh  yes,  sir,  and  your  mtentions  too,  if  you  ever  had  any,"  replied 
the  girl  jocosely  pinching  my  arm. 

*'  I  do  so  with  an  aching  heart  I  assure  you,  Kitty." 

**  Oh,  nonsense— good  night,  sir,''  said  the  ruddy  beauty  with  00  P 
her  blandest  smiles. 

*'  Good  night  Kitty"  said  I,  "  but  stay, — as  I  am  to  part  from  ^  l 
far  ever  as  it  were,  I  must  have  a  parting  kiss.  Jack  will  nevar  miss  L.    ^ 

"  Hallo  there  !  what  the  d        1  are  you  after,"  said  a  voice  cl'^    1 
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behiod  me;  and  at  the  same  instant  Kitty  flew  from  my  grasp  and  <1arted 
into  the  cottage  like  a  rabbit  into  its  burrow^  leaving  me  face  to  face 
with  no  other  man  than  John  Lester  I  He  had  seized  me  by  the  ana, 
and  raised  his  fist  in  threatening  attitude  to  strike  me  a  desperate  blow; 
when  I  grappled  with  him  and  warded  it  ofiF,  and  in  our  struggle  we  feU 
heavily  to  the  ground.  Releasing  each  other^s  graap,  he  sprang  to  his 
feet>  and  flourishing  his  arms,  ehalleoged  me  to  stand  before  him  in  open 
eombat.  During  the  whole  of  this,  which  occupied  but  a  few  moments, 
not  a  single  blow  had  been  struek  on  either  side,  for  Jack  was  no  coward^ 
he  disdained  to  strike  a  man  whilst  on  the  ground:  but  on  his  challenging 
me  to  rise,  I  thought  it  time  to  throw  off  my  disguise  by  opening  my 
mouth  for  the  first  time  during  the  struggle.  I  therefore  spoke  to  him 
io  the  following  words. 

''John  Lester,  be  cautious  what  you  are  about  in  challenging  to  fight 
yonr  besi  friend  and  Master." 

*'  Mr.  Bluff  bow  I  My  master  I  Is  it  you^  sir?"  said  Lester,  standing 
aghast,  as  if  doubting  the  correctness  of  his  viaion. 

''  It  isy  Lester  ;  and  whatever  conclusion  you  may  hastily  arrive  at  as 
to  this  surprise,  I  assure  you  I  am  your/rt6fM^  not  your  foe.** 

"  You  lie,  sir,"  said  Lester  vehemently.  ''  Did  I  not  see  you  in  the 
▼ery  act  of  taking  an  unfair  and  unbecoming  liberty  with  a  girl  of  mine: 
the  only  one  on  earth  I  care  to  live  for  :  and  on  whose  behalf  I  have  this 
night  revealed  to  you  the  whole  secrets  of  my  hearty  and  consulted  you 
as  if  my  best  and  truest  friend  ?  You  then,  with  motives  of  the  basest 
nature^  stealthily  creep  upon  her  in  my  absence  ;  and  that  too,  after  lay- 
ing strict  injunctions  on  me  not  to  leave  the  yacht  I  tell  you,  sir,  and 
tell  you  to  your  face,  'tis  treachery  of  the  blackest  hue  I  ever  met  with 
in  my  sailor  life,  and  were  you  peer  or  prince  I'd  thrash  you  for  it,  as  I 
will  tliis  very  night." 

And  so  saying  he  sprang  upon  me  with  clenched  fists  and  struck  me 
a  heavy  blow  over  my  left  eye,  and  aimed  another  which  I  warded  off; 
at  the  same  time  I  planted  a  hard  blow  on  liis  chest,  and  tripping 
him  up  with  my  right  foot  he  fell  to  the  ground,  but  regained  his  feet 
in  one  instant,  and  rushed  upon  me  :  I  was  quite  prepared  for  him  this 
time,  and  warded  off  two  of  his  desperately  intended  blows,  when  £atty 
came  screaming  out  and  darted  between  us,  seizing  my  antagonist  round 
t  >  neck,  and  imploring  him,  with  all  the  persuasive  arguments  she 
c   -Jd  think  of,  to  desist  from  fighting.     She  assured  him  that  I  was  her 

0  and  well  tried  friend  ;   that  I  had  come  there  to  speak  about  her 

1  rriage  with  him  :  that  I  had  come  in  disguise  to  avoid  the  remarks 
0  rillage  busybodies  ;  and  that  I  had  not  sought  to  defeat  him  in  his 
ii   antions^  nor  to  deprive  him  of  a  smgle  lover's  privilege. 
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**  La?er'0  privilege  be  d  d,"  said  Jack.  **IM  not  I  see  yon  bolfa 

Idenog  and  hugging  each  other  like  a  pair  of  turtle  doves  under  a 
weather  shore," 

**  Indeed  Jack  jou  do  me  a  great  injustice— -but  Mr.  Bluff  bow^  said 
she  turning  to  me>  '*  I  leave  you  to  give  your  own  explanation*** 

"  Biit  he  wo'nt  hear  me,"  I  replied. 

^  If  you  can  justify  such  conduct  towards  a  poor  man— do,  sir,— one 
who  has  served  you  night  and  day  with  as  willing  a  hand,  and  as  fiuihful 
a  heart  as  ever  dog  served  his  master :  one  who  confided  his  bosom 
secrets  to  your  keeping ;  and  who  up  to  this  hour  would  have  risked  his 
life  to  save  you  from  harm,  for  I  believed  you  one  of  the  worthiest  and 
best  of  masters  I  ever  had.  If  you  can  justify  your  conduct  sir,  I  say, 
do— -and  may  God  for^ve  me." 

<<  John  Lester," —  I  said,  "as  you  now  appear  somewhat*calmer,  and 
your  passion  a  little  quelled,  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  to  you  ihe  object 
of  this  mysterious  and  unfortunate  interview.     In  the  first  place  I  diodd 
inform  you  that  I  look  upon  Kitty  Murray  almost  in  the  light  of  «  giri 
placed  under  my  guardianship  :  I  have  known  her  from  childhood,  and 
have  too  high  an  opinion  of  her  ever  to  attempt  making  her  the  victim 
of  any  base  or  dishonourable  motive.     She  consults  me  as  her  guardian 
on  the  chief  actions  of  her  life  :   and  know  this — John  Lester, — without 
my  consent  she  will  never  marry  you.     It  was  upon  that  subject  I  came 
here  to  meet  her  this  evening,  and  our  conversation  has  been  entirely  on 
that  head.     I  have  not  wronged  you  of  a  single  right,  beyond  an  inno- 
cent kiss  ;  at  the  critical  moment  of  my  taking  which,  you  pounced  upon 
me  like  a  tiger  from  his  lair.     I  do  not  blame  you  for  it ;  you  acted  as 
a  man  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment     I  should  probably  have  done  the 
same  had  I  been  in  your  place  :  you  have  reeked  your  vengeance  upon 
me  with  unsparing  ferocity,  but  I  forgive  you,  for 
*  Jealousy  is  the  rage  of  Man.' 
And  I  admit  you  had  apparent  reason  to  be  jealous:  but  now  that  I  have 
given  an  explanation,  I  must  request  that  you  will  receive  it,  and  make  me 
some  apology  for  this  rough  treatment.    Remember,  that  however  faiUi- 
fiilly  you  may  have  hitherto  served  me,  you  have  this  night  deliberately 
disobeyed  my  orders  in  coming  ashore  after  I  specially  requested  you  to 
remain  aboard  the  yacht :  and  had  you  not  done  so,  you  would  h«^ve 
spared  yourself,  and  me  also,  this  unpleasant  encounter  ;  which  I  fear    sa 
created  some  absurd  suspicion  in  your  mind,  which  neither  '^me     or 
persuasive  arguments,  nor  explanation  can  eradicate.     I  trust,  h>we    ar, 
I  may  give  you  credit  for  sufficient  good  sense  to  understand  tha^  I '    re 
not  acted  towards  you  otherwise  than  as  a  friend."  | 
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Kitty  having  confirmed  my  whole  statement,  ooncladed  by  saying, 
that  **  If  after  what  had  been  said  he  still  suspected  her,  he  had  better 
not  again  trouble  himself  to  come  to  the  cottage,  as  she  oould  not  endure 
being  suspected  :  and  however  much  regard  she  had  for  John  Lester, 
she  had  rather  live  single  all  her  life  than  marry  a  man  who  mistrusts 
her." 

'<  Kitty— I  don't  mistrust  you,''  said  Lester,  ''  the  ezphination  is  satis- 
factory." 

Then  turning  towards  me  he  said,-—"  Sir,  I  humbly  beg  your  pardon 
fer  baling  handled  you  so  roughly,  but  I  felt  so  enraged  at  the  moment; 
the  scales  appeared  to  fall  from  my  eyes,  and  disclose  such  a  mass  of 
treachery  on  your  part,  that  I  thought  you  the  vilest  scoundrel  on  earth. 
I  hope  you  admit  there  was  apparently  good  ground  for  those  suspicions ; 
sad  that  no  sailor,  with  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  a  man,  would  have 
acted  otherwise.  I  have,  truly,  disobeyed  your  orders  in  coming  ashore 
to-night:  but  I  have  not  neglected  my  work,  I  did  it  all  before  I  came 
to  keep  my  appointment  with  Kitty  at  this  gate.  But,  sir,  as  you  took 
the  liberty  of  kissing  Kitty  ;  and  you  must  own  that  in  so  doing  you 
also  were  trespassing  on  forbidden  ground  :  therefore  I  shall  set  that 
off  against  my  disobedience  to  your  orders." 

'*  Be  it  so  then.  Jack,"  I  replied,  ^  but  unfortunately  SGss  Kitty  looked 
so  irresistible  by  this  moonlight  that  I  could  not  avoid  that  innocent, 
bat  unfortunate  kiss." 

''There  that  will  do  Mr.  Bluff  bow"  said  Kitty,  "  don't  stand  there 
with  your  hoe  covered  with  blood,  but  come  into  the  cottage,  and  let 
us  bind  up  that  wound." 

We  both  immediately  followed  Kitty  into  the  house  ;  and  her  father 
4jrectly  left  the  room,  and  retired  to  bed,  without  lifting  his  eyes  upon 
us,  or  uttering  a  single  word. 

On  washing  away  the  blood,  I  found  I  had  received  a  very  severe  cut 
from  Lester^s  brawny  fist ;  but  as  I  felt  somewhat  deserving  it,  was 
determined  not  to  be  annoyed.  Kitty  appeared  most  vexed  :  and  ex- 
pressed her  regret  at  being  the  cause  of  so  much  strife.  But  having 
carefully  bound  up  my  wound,  we  bade  her  good  night,  and  Lester 
iU)oompanied  me  home. 
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THE  lOTHONA. 

Having  recentlj  an  opportunity  of  examining  this  new  80  ton  cKpper, 
at  Fairlie,  we  think  a  short  description  of  her  may  not  be  nninterestiDg 
to  our  readers,  the  more  especially  as,  if  our  Nautical  eye  does  not  very 
much  decieve  us,  she  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  best  known  cracks 
the  yachting  world  has  for  some  time  seen. 

The  lothona!-'— Why  so  classical  in  your  names,  Mr.  Rowan  ?  Aqnila, 
Cymba,  lothona,  one  Latin  and  two  Greek,  the  next  must  be  Hebrew, 
and  after  that  we  can  foresee  a  long  list  of  Persian,  Arabic^  and  Sanserit 
appellations,  ending  at  last,  afler  a  long  career  of  yachting  triumphs  m 
a  wondrous  crafb  superior  to  all  else  e^^r  built,  the  euphonious  nomen- 
clature of  which  shall  be  derived  from  the  unknown  tongue. 

**  What's  in  a  name"  says  Shakspearel  we  answer  there  is  in  ynAixag 
much  in  a  name,  and  our  Annual  purple  book  shews  that  the  Clubs  have 
much  need  of  a  revision  of  their  Lists  on  this  head.  A  rose  indeed  bj 
any  other  name  nlay  smell  as  sweet,  but  a  yacht  with  any  name  bat  a 
fitting  one,  does  not  sound  well — does  not  hail  well— <and  we  had  almost 
said  does  not  sa3  well.  Long  names  are  objectionable  beoaase  diey  are 
troublesome  and  difficult  to  catch.  Fine  names  are  absurd  because  tbey 
are  always  mispronounced  ;  we  hare  oftener  heard  Mr.  Scovell*8  nice 
cutter  called  the  Atlantic,  than  the  Atalanta,  and  Mr.  Macfie's  La 
Belle  Anglaise  is  universally  known  as  the  Isabella  Inglis.  Even  Aqoila 
though  a  sufficiently  common  Latin  word,  the  pronunciation  of  which 
must  have  been  pretty  familiar  to  any  body  who  ever  was  at  a  grammar 
school,  was  universally  denominated  the  AquUla^  as  if  the  craft  had  had 
a  pen,  and  not  an  eagle  for  her  namesake. 

Having  of  late  years  been  more  familiar  with  printing  presses  thao 
Greek  Lexicons,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say  that  we  precisely  know  what 
lothona  means.*  We  did  hear  some  hints,  that  it  had  something  to  do 
with  the  Nymph  of  the  Wave,  if  so  we  can  felicitate  that  young  lady 
on  the  good  looks  of  her  so  named  daughter. 

Sooth  to  say  the  lothona  is  a  noble  cutter,  none  of  your  lean,  lanky, 
half  starved  greyhound  looking  craft,  of  which  we  have  seen  too  many 
of  late  years.  Long  certainly  she  is  and  sharp  enough  in  all  conscience, 
but  still  she  has  a  look  of  power  and  stability  about  her,  that  shows  ihe 
wont  be  the  first  to  trail  her  cloth  in  the  gutter.  If  we  were  to  com  ire 
her  to  anything  with  four  leg^  it  would  be  to  that  noble  horse  Volti^  or, 
who  recently  won  Lord  Zetland  the  Derby.     In  so  £ar  as  a  boat    an 

*  Qy.— Some  spell  it  Oithona— who's  right  l.-^PrinUi't  DeviL 
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Ttesemble  a  horse  the  similitode  holds  good;  fine  in  the  extremities,  but 
round  in  the  barrel  are  the  characteristics  of  both. 

fiat  there  is  nothing  perfect  under  the  sun,  and  the  lothona  is  no 
exception  to  the  uniyersal  rule.  She  has  the  usual  Fairlie  fiuling,  too 
mnoh  tucking  in  at  the  quarters,  and  too  narrow  a  counter,  the  one 
defect  injuring  the  side  view,  the  other  the  deck  mould.  Her  builders 
while  they  admit  the  peculiarities  maintain  that  they  aid  the  cutter^s 
niliDg.  We  doubt  this,  at  ail  events  they  do  not  improve  her  beauty. 
However,  the  Fifes  have  been  so  successful  of  late  years  that  they  are, 
perhaps,  right  to  take  their  own  way. 

TVusting  to  her  beam  and  bearings  for  stability,  the  lothona  has 
iieither  lead  nor  iron  on  her  keel,  her  spars  however  are  not  excessive^ 
the  mast  is  a  fine  pitch  pine  sticks  but  by  no  means  heavy  for  the  size 
oi  the  cutter. 

If  the  Fifes  build  fast  vessels  as  undoubtedly  they  do,  they  have  been 
fortunate  in  the  men  they  have  built  them  for.  It  was  not  without 
much  expenditure  of  money  and  trouble  that  Mr.  Laag  succeeded  in 
<isiTying  off  so  many  cups  with  the  Stella.  Few  better  yachtsmen  sail 
ft  craft  than  Mr.  Laurie  of  the  Onda,  and  Mr.  Rowan^s  energetic  exer- 
tions to  take  what  sailing  there  is  in  a  vessel  out  of  her,  has  been  well 
•hewn  in  what  he  accomplished  with  the  Cymba. 

The  Fifes  ships  have  also  been  well  commanded.  McKirdy  who  led 
^  Stella  so  often  to  glory  was  a  man  of  few  words,  but  of  great  deter- 
mination, be  had  a  fine  eye  for  the  set  of  a  main-sail,  and  had  a  method 
of  edging  his  craft  to  windward  we  never  saw  excelled.  He  seemed  to 
have  an  intuitive  conviction  of  the  right  time  to  tack  ship,  and  no  one 
who  has  ever  sailed  with  him  will  forget  his  strange  dry  manner,  as  in  a 
tone  of  voice  little  above  his  breath  he  used  to  utter  his  orders  to  the 
crew  "  fi^yes  weel  try  her  roun'  noo." 

Jameson,  first  master  of  the  Coralie,  (a  vessel  by  the  way  which  has 
oeen  unfortunate,  else  she  would  have  stood  higher  in  the  annals  of  racing 
than  she  does,)  then  of  the  Cymba,  and  now  of  the  lothona,  is  a  man  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  more  of  a  seaman  than  McKirdy,  who  was  but  a 
I'Sigs  fisherman.  He  has  however  been  long  familiar  with  yacht  sailing, 
^  remember  20  years  ago  sailing  with  him  in  the  little  Kite,  where  he 
was  master  and  crew,  steward  and  cook  in  one.  We  then  angered  well 
W  him,  and  our  auguries  have  not  proved  false.     May  he  be  as  fortunate 

OS  new  craft  as  he  was  in  his  last  one.  He  has  himself  no  fear  of 
tis  being  able  to  take  his  time  out  of  the  Cymba,^f  he  can  do  that, 
^hat  craft  now  saifing  can  touch  him.     Will  it  be  Mr.  Weld's  new  80 

no,  7. VOL.  V.  2  X 
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tonner,  the  Meteor,  we  think  not,  bat  time  tries  all  things.     In  cutter 
building  Fairlie  may  safely  be  backed  against  any  other  port. 

*'  As  they  caught  the  sounds  on  air, 
They  echoed  hack  the  hymn, 
The  Islanders,  in  joyous  mood. 
Bushed  emulousiy  through  the  flood, 
To  hale  the  bark  to  land." 


ROYAL  ST.  GEORGE'S  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 


BT  PETBBL. 


Oft  we  have  taken  our  flight  to  the  beautiful  and  enchanting  harbour 
of  Kingstown,  when  its  surface  was  studded  with  some  of  the  most 
perfect  gems  of  naval  architecture,  whose  snowy  plumage  expanded  to 
the  breeze;  their  g^raceful  and  swan-like  forms  gliding  gently  oyer  tbe 
undulating  waves. 

On  the  eve  of  the  fiw-famed  regatta  of  St  George's  all  the  diie  of 
the  yachting  world  hovered  round  the  scene,  there  might  be  seen  • 
Nimrod  in  close  proximity  to  the  fair  Stella,  whibt  the  Magician  kspt 
a  Vigilant  eye  on  the  movemets  of  a  Victoria,  and  at  a  Gicmee  you 
could  discover  the  Secret  of  the  Cy clone ,  or  Cymba,  FUrt-mg  with  the 
Waterlifyy  or  Surprize  Fingal  Settd-ing  in  a  sheet  of  Foam  with  the 
beautiful  Afabella. 

The  dawn  of  the  24th  of  June  witnessed  the  crews  of  the  various 
yachts  that  were  to  contend  springing  on  deck  with  the  agility  of  young 
antelopes,  confidence  beaming  in  the  sunburnt  faces,  and  as  they  holy- 
stoned the  well -polished  planks,  merry  jokes  were  bandied  at  the  ei- 
pense  of  one  or  other  of  their  competitors,  hope  buoyed  them  up,  and 
many  a  fervent  ejaculation  was  offered  by  these  hardy  fearless  men. 

As  the  hour  of  starting  drew  nigh  the  busy  hum  of  congregating 
thousands  loomed  in  the  distance,  and  the  crocking  of  the  wheels  of  the 
jaunting  cars  mingled  with  the  joyous  sounds  of  mirth  of  the  rollicking 
boys  of  Ould  Ireland,  as  with  their  Norahs,  they  repaired  to  the  abeniB 
of  action  gave  fresh  impetus  to  our  wings  as  we  whirled  roiuiH  the 
spacious  harbour,  peering  at  every  craft  to  judge  her  capabilities* 

There  at  her  anchor  rode  the  renowned  champion  of  many  a  well-  roo 
race,  (the  Cymba);  then  we  hovered  round  the  Glance  as  she  lay  oi  -a- 
taunt'Oy  ready  to  do  battle  with  the  champion,  with  a  crew  well-trai  ed» 
and  of  that  stamp  which  meets  danger  boldly  and  fearlessly;  *     the 
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Secret  next  we  flew,  our  old  favorite  of  bygone  years;  die  handicrafifcs- 
nian  has  been  at  work,  but  not  improyed  ber  apparently:  we  skimmed 
rotond  a  stranger,  wbose  graceful  form  seemed  calculated  for  speed,  this 
was  tbe  Cyclone,  a  Bristolian.  The  Vigilant  also  came  under  our 
notice,  and  although  we  did  not  dislike  her  appearance,  we  thought  she 
fiew  at  too  high  a  game  at  the  outset  of  her  career.  And  last,  though 
not  least,  we  slanted  to  the  **  bonnie  wee  lassie*'  the  beautiful  Coralie, 
whose  name  may  be  found  recorded  in  Hunt's  list  of  winners. 

It  was  thus  we  passed  the  time  until  the  hour  appointed  for  the  first 
match  for  a  purse  of  100  sovereigns  open  to  all  yachts  belonging  to  a 
Royal  Club,  of  25  tons  and  upwards.  A  time  race  according  to  Ackers' 
Scale. 

The  course  was  from  mooring  buoys  in  the  harbour,  out  round  a  flag- 
boat  anchored  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  pier*heads,  leav- 
ing' this  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence  to  a  flag  boat  anchored  off  the 
Muglin  Rocks,  leaving  which  on  the  port-hand,  together  with  the  Kish 
Kght-ship,  a  flag-boat  in  Candlestick  Bay,  Howth,  the  Poolbeg  Light 
House  flag-boat,  and  the  pier-head  flag-boat  on  the  second  round  also  on 
the  port  hand. 

The  following  yachts  came  to  the  start: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Untveraai  Yacht  Liatfor  1856. 


Ko. 


Tachts*  Names. 


Rig. 

Tons, 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

53 

cutter 

43 

cutter 

30 

cntter 

35 

cutter 

32 

cutler 

57 

Owners. 


Glance .. 

Cjmba... 

lone.. 


4€S 

217 
2l3Cycl< 


869  Secret.. 


189 
10S8 
2026 


Coralie... 
Vigilant.. 
Victoria.. 


T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
T.  Brassey,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 
A.  £.  byrne,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
D .  Connor,  Esq. 


The  cannon's  mighty  roar  at  lib.  30m.,  gave  notice  that  the  bonnie  barks 

ivere  starting  on  tbe  chase,  and  as  soon  as  tbe  white  cloud  bad  passed  away 

they  were  beheld  stretching  across  the  harbour  under  a  pressure  of  canvas, 

with  the  wind  at  N.W.    To  decide  which  bad  the  lead  was  an  impossibility 

fer  some  considerable  time,  when  the  pretty  Cymba  came  creeping  gradually 

to  the  van,  watched  with  jealous  care  by  the  Glance,  determined  for  the 

nor  of  Old  Father  Thames,  to  contest  inch  by  inch  for  victory.    The  others 

>  were  well  in  attendance  upon  the  rival  champions.     As  they  neared  the 

It  ship  the  Coialie  made  a  bold  effort,  and  dashing  the  spray  from  her 

vs,  resolved  to  challenge  the  aforesaid  formidable  craft  to  a  trial  of  sea- 

Dship,  and  was  rapidly  overhauling  them,  when  hark  I  what  sound  is  that ! 

tale  is  told — the  jaws  of  her  gaif  are  gone,  and  her  chance  is  over. 

'  ^r  tbe  Coralie 's  mishap,  the  Cyclone  determined  upon  having  a  trial 
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with  the  leading  yachts,  and  settled  down  comfortably  to  work  onder  a 
preamre  of  canvas,  which  she  would  have  borne  without  flinchiog,  when  bo  I 
another  crash  is  heard  and  there  lies  the  dashing  Cyeloae  diasbU4>  Whilst 
all  this  is  going  on,  the  Cymba  and  Glance  are  plunging  madly  on,  the  one 
pursuing  the  other  with  fearful  tenacity.  Whatever  shifts  Cymba  resorted  to 
the  Glance  was  with  her,  the  conqueror  of  former  years  was  matched  at  htft 
and  by  one  she  could  not  shake  off.  All  eyes  were  centered  on  these  vesseU, 
there  was  a  fascination  in  their  looks,  and  we  might  say  that  their  maneeuvret 
were  watched  with  breathless  interest.  But  where  is  the  once  proud  and 
much  dreaded  craft,  the  champion  of  the  Thames  and  the  waters  of  Old 
England — the  Secret,  once  the  pride  and  terror  of  all  twenty-five  tonnera 
On  this  occasion  her  sailing  powers  seemed  to  have  left  her,  as  attended  bj 
the  Vigilant  she  glided  over  the  waters  without  courting  any  laudatioo. 
Thus  matters  stood  until  they  all  neared  the  Bailey  Light  House  a  second 
time,  when  a  fresh  breeze  sprung  up,  and  the  Cymba  again  forged  ahead,  and 
here  her  crew  made  a  mistake,  she  kept  her  top-sail  hoisted  at  this  moment 
when  it  was  evident  it  retarded  her  speed,  the  Glance  improved  on  it,  rushed 
up  to  her  and  never  after  gave  her  a  chance  as  will  be  seen  by  the  foUowing: 

h.  m.    s.  I  h.    m.   a 

Qvmba 4  53      0 1  Vigilant ^..    5    17    5 

Glance ^    4  58      7  I  Victoria  not  timed 

Secret 5  7    36 1 

The  OUmce  was  healed  the  toinner  having  beat  the  once  invincible  Cymbs 
by  3m.  33s.  We  believe  this  is  the  first  time  her  return  to  the  winning  booy 
was  not  hailed  with  *'  See  the  conquering  hero  comes.^  The  distance  sailed, 
turning  to  windward  included,  is  estimated  at  about  fifty  miles. 

During  the  progress  of  the  above  match  another  for  a  purse  of  £30  wsi 
contested  by  seven  yachts  under  twenty-five  tons,  half  minute  time  fi)r  differ- 
ence of  tonnage.  The  course  three  times  round  the  Burford  Bank  buojs 
about  twenty-seven  miles.    The  following  started : 

JVumbered  a§  in  Hunfs  Unwertal  Yacht  Lutjor  1856. 


No. 


Yachts'  Kamet. 


Rig. 


Ownera. 


425 

668 
928 

372 
1058 


Scud 

Kelpie 

Surprise , 

Flirt 

Fingal 

Water  Lily., 


894  Foam, 


cutter 

16 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

16 

cutter 

17 

cutter 

24 

cutter 

24 

W.  Houldsworth,  Esq. 
T.  A.  Bobinson,  Esq. 
Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq. 
Captain,  H.  H.  O'Biyen. 
F.  Gowan,  Esq. 
J.  Mulholland,  Esq. 
Major  Longfield. 


The  appearance  of  seven  pretty  craft  such  as  the  above,  congregated  on  < 
spot  as  it  were,  for  the  purpose  of  contesting  for  the  laurel  of  victory,  i 
than  the  gain  of  the  lucre,  created  great  interest  among  the  nautica 
much  betting  took  place.    We  flew  from  ship  to  ship  and  amid  doi 
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nncertainty  we  could  oot  point  oat  the  wiDiier,  all  were  very  beautiful  and 
proDiisiDg. 

The  start  was  well  effected  at  12h.  1dm.,  the  Foam  first  away,  closely 
pressed  b>  Surprise,  with  Flirt  and  others  well  up.  The  breeze  was  of  suffi- 
cient strength  to  try  the  gear  of  these  little  craft  as  it  did  their  larger  sisters 
before  mentioned,  and  the  result  was  the  Flirt  and  Water  Lily  carried  away 
their  gaffs,  and  some  of  the  others  were  shaken.  The  contest  was  solely  be- 
tween Foam  and  Surprise,  and  at  the  finish  the  former  ran  in  considerably 
ahead,  but  it  was  afterwards  discoyered  that  she  had  not  rounded  one  of  the 
flag-boats,  and  therefore  Mr.  Tetley  with  surprise  received  the  canaries. 

Another  match  between  the  ^'tinies"  finished  the  aquatic  sports.  A 
Ultle  craft  with  a  great  name — Temeraire,  beat  eleven  other  pigmies  ibr  a 
purse  of  £10,  in  grand  style. 

The  matches  in  this  harbour,  like  those  on  the  Solent  receive  the  counto- 
nanee  and  support  of  royalty.  For  here  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Iretnnd 
represents  our  beloved  Sovereign,  and  with  a  numerous  suite  patronises  the 
sports,  and  honors  the  St.  Greorge's  with  his  presence  at  their  festive  board. 
'Jlie  Committee  did  justice  to  the  club,  by  their  liberality  upheld  its  dignity. 
Every  thing  was  of  the  most  recherche  description,  and  the  votaries  of  the 
dance  were  tripping  it  gaily,  when  morning  aw<4ce  us  from  our  slumbers. 

The  second  day  (25th)  opened  majestically,  the  sun  shone  resplendetitly, 
but  there  was  a  laogour  among  those  present  at  the  onset,  that  contrasted 
vrith  the  hilarity  of  the  previous,  showing  evident  signs  of  fatigue,  and  it  was 
sot  till  the  cannon  belched  forth  the  signal  to  take  stations  that  anything 
Hke  yesterday's  animation  could  be  traced. 

The  prize  was  a  handsome  silver  tea  kettle  value  60  guineas,  presented  by 
the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club  for  all  yachts  belonging  to  any  royal  club.  Time 
race.     The  following  yachts  started : — 

If  umbered  as  in  HunVs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Yacht's  Names. 


Rig. 

Tods. 

cutter 

53 

cutter 

23 

cutter 

26 

cutter 

40 

cutter 

SO 

cutter 

43 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

83 

Owners. 


367 
394 
628 
788 
l»69 
2J3 
462 
189 


Cymba  ... 

:Foam  

Mabella  ., 
Odalique.. 

Secret 

Cyclone  .. 
Glance  ... 
Coralie  ... 


T.  Bcassey,  Jnnr,,  Esq. 

Major  Loogfield. 

J.  Graham,  Esq. 

J.  M-Curdy,  Esq 

H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 

W.  J.  Patterson,  Junr.,  Esq. 

T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 

A.  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 


At  I2h.  37m.  the  start  took  place,  <vhen  the  Glance  slanted  off  with  the 
lead,  "with  Secret,  Cyclone,  and  Odalique  well  up.  The  Cymba  made  a  sUght 
ndstdke  in  canting  but  she  got  well  away  with  Mabelhi,  Foam,  and  Coralie. 
{yff  the  Muglins  the  Cymba  like  the  high  mettled  racer,  rushes  past  the 
Cyclone,  dashed  at  the  Secret,  passed  her,  and  with  gladiatorial  frenzy, 
chaHeaged  the  vanquisher  of  the  prior  day-*determined  to  win  or  sink. 
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«  Though  their  firm  hearts  no  pageant  honor  boast, 
They  scorn  the  wretch  that  trembles  at  his  post ; 
Who  from  the  face  of  danger  striyes  to  turn, 
Indignant  from  the  social  hour  they  spurn, 
Though  now  full  oft,  they  felt  the  raging  tide 
In  proud  rebellion  climb  the  yessePs  side ; 
Though  eyery  rising  waye  more  dreadful  grows 
And  in  succession  dire  the  deck  o'er  flows, 
No  future  ills  unknown  their  souls  appal 
They  know  no  danger,  or  they  scorn  it  all/' 

For  a  time  the  struggle  for  supremacy  was  desperate,  and  the  shouts  of 
each  vessers  friends  rent  the  sky,  with  one  bold  dash  the  Cymba  forged 
ahead  and  the  gallant  Glance  is  astern  on  her  lee,  with  the  Odalique, 
and  the  Coralie,  Foam,  Mabella,  Secret,  and  Cyclone,  to  windward.  At  this 
period  the  Coralie  was  bent  on  mischief,  she  plunged  madly  onward,  threat- 
ening both  (jrlance  and  Cymba.  With  desperation  the  latter  made  the  Eiah 
Light,  which  the  Mabella  unfortunately  fouled,  carried  away  her  bowsprit 
and  was  throvrn  out  of  the  contest.  At  this  point  the  Foam  shot  ahead  of 
Coralie,  who  in  luffing  short  to  regain  her  place  at  a  time  when  a  smart  abort 
breese  caught  her,  she  fouled  the  main -sheet  of  the  leading  vessel,  and  carried 
away  her  top- mast  and  top- sail. 

**  And  now  the  ship,  forelifted  by  the  sea, 
Hurls  the  tall  fabric  backward  o'er  her  lee." 

This  was  regretted  by  all  who  witnessed  it,  for  the  Coralie  is  a  general 
favorite.  The  Glance  once  more  became  premier,  with  the  Cymba  and  per- 
severing Foam  in  close  attendance.  In  this  manner  they  swept  nlong,  until 
Cymba  made  another  desperate  onslaught,  and  wrested  the  envied  place 
from  her  no  less  determined  rival. 

Now  came  the  final  effort, — the  hard  struggle;  with  coolness  and  judgment 
they  each  prepared  for  the  encounter;  down  went  Cymba's  top-sail,  and  her 
topmast  housed;  Glance  lowered  her  square-headed  top-sail,  and  set  a  narrow 
headed  one  as  she  tacked  between  Uowth  Head  and  the  Bailey  Light ;  the 
former  straining  every  rope  and  spar  to  shake  off  her  wily  opponent,  without 
success.  The  last  flag-boat  is  reached,  up  went  square-headed  top-sails 
again,  but  the  Glance's  weather  top-mast  shrouds  began  to  feel  the  strain, 
and  top-sail  was  lowered  on  the  cap.  The  Cymba  ploughed  through  the 
water  in  splendid  style  with  the  wind  abafl  the  beam,  determined  if  possible 
to  retrieve  her  lost  laurels.  But  the  Glance  had  repaired  the  faulty  yarns 
and  up  went  her  top- sail  once  more ;  she  laid  down  to  work,  and  althou^ 
she  could  not  head  her  opponent  she  saved  her  time,  and  they  car"  i 
thus: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    n        . 

Cymba 7      i      6 1  Secret 7    IS       l 

Oianoe 7      4    U  |  Foam 7    23       » 

The  Coralie,  Mabella,  and  Cyclone,  received  injuries  at  the  light  sh  i 
first  round,  and  were  not  timed ;  and  the  Odalique  schooner,  afrer  pro* 


THE   C0BI19THIAN   MATCHES. 


323 


herself  to  l>e  an  out-and-out  fast  craft,  when  the  wind  fell  too  light  hauled 
down  her  flag. 

The  second  race  was  for  the  Kildare  Street  Challenge  Cup,  value  sixty  <ifi?e 
guineas,  for  vessels  belonging  to  the  Kildare  Street  or  St.  George*s  Yacht 
Club  only ;  to  be  won  twice  in  succession  before  it  becomes  the  property  of 
the  winner;  a  time  race.    The  following  yachts  started  at  Ih.  15iu. 

Numbered  ae  in  Hun^$  Umvertal  YaeM  List  Jar  ia56. 


Ko. 

Taohto  Namet. 

Rig. 

Tone. 

Ownen. 

60 

Atalanta 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

27 
24 
64 
20 

H.  Scovell,  Esq. 
J.Mulholland,Esq, 
Robert  Batt,  Esq. 
John  Hamer,  Esq. 

1058 

Water  Lily 

631 

Mftgicuvn  .«. , 

14 

Albert.... 

Albert.. 


1l    m« 
5    42 


This  cup  was  held  last  by  the  Cynthia,  Messrs.  Roe. 
The  Atalanta  showed  her  competitors  the  shortest  method  of  getting  over 
the  course,  and  they  arrived  at  the  flag-ship  thus: — 

h.    m« 

Atalanta 5    16    28 

Water  lily 6    89     10 

The  Magician  having  a  large  party  on  board,  retired  from  the  contest 
immediately  after  starting. 

The  third  match  was  for  a  prize  of  ten  sovereigns,  for  yachts  under  twelve 
tons.  After  a  very  pretty  contest,  in  which  twelve  little  clippers  fought  hard 
for  the  victory,  it  was  won  by  the  Gazelle,  5f  tons,  Nathaniel  Hamilton , 
Esq.,  Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  on  time ;  the  Virago  ten  tons,  Captain 
Byrne,  and  the  Sybil  seven  tons,  T.  W.  Hodgens,  Esq.,  coming  in  a-head  of 
her.     The  following  were  their  times  at  the  flag-ship. 

h.    m*    8.  J  h.    m.    s. 

Virago 5    10    29  I  Gazelle iS    11    8 

Sybil 5    11      3  I  Gipsy 5    12    3 

The  rest  not  timed. 

Rowing  matches  followed,  and  the  Royal  St.  Georges  Yacht  Club  finished 
with  a  sumptous  dinner  at  the  club  house. 


THE  CORINTHIAN  MATCHES. 

The  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  carried  out  their  annual  match  for  ves- 
sels manned  by  gentlemen  on  the  26th  of  June.  No  little  excitement 
18  at  all  times  been  created  by  these  Corinthian  matches,  bring;ing 
gether  as  they  do,  the  elite  of  yachtsmen,  fostering  the  true  yachting 
•irit,  educating  the  novice  in  the  art  of  match  sailing,  giving  the  tyro 
ho  otherwise  might  never  have  had  a  chance,  an  idea  how^  and  in  what 
yle,  some  of  the  best  racing  cutters  afloat  are  brought  to  the  starting 
loys.     We  are  proud  to  see  that  these  Corinthian  matches  are  guning 
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ground ;  they  constitute  the  true  schools  for  yachtsmen  to  learn  (heir 
business  in;  they  induce  confidence,  awaken  skill  which  has  hitherto  lain 
dormaBt,  and  promote  good  fellowship. 

The  CorinthifiB  crews,  to  the  number  of  seventy  or  eighty  met  en 
Wednesday  evening,  at  the  club-house,  Connanght-place,  KingstowOr^i* 
the  purpose  of  arranging  the  crews.  After  a  good  deal  of  coaverssti^ii 
as  the  most  advisable  method  of  dividing  the  crews,  so  that  no  one  ves- 
sel should  have  a  more  picked  crew  than  the  other,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  owners  of  the  vessels  entered  for  the  Grand  Cup  and  ChampioDship 
should  first  draw  for  stations;  tiien  that  each  owner,  aecordiiig  to  the 
station  he  had  drawn,  should  name  two  gentlemen  whom  he  wished  to 
have  with  him,  af^r  which  in  the  same  order  they  were  to  choose  man" 
and  man  from  the  list  of  names  on  the  table  before  them. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  the  Cyclone,  drew  No.  1,  and  named  Lievt  Lord, 
s.if.,  and  Mr.  ThotHas  Barnes. 

Mr.  Byrne  of  the  Coralie,  drew  No.  2,  and  named  Mr.  Robert  M. 
Grinnell  and  Mr.  Robinson . 

Mr.  Young  of  the  Mosquito  drew  No.  3,  and  named  Mr.  Groves  and 
Capt.  Darcus. 

Mr,  Brassey  of  the  Cymbo,  drew  No.  4,  and  named  Mr.  WiUiam 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Pasco  French. 

After  which  the  single  naming  commenced,  and  all  was  soon  arranged 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  crews  told  off  to  their  respec- 
tive vessels. 

Thursday  morning,  the  eventful  morning  which  was  to  place  the  two 
fiaistest  of  their  class  alongside  of  each  other  for  the  first  time,  came  at 
last,  and  many  a  bold  heart  throbbed  nervously,  as  the  state  of  the 
weather  became  apparent.  The  Mosquito  was  the  favorite  at  long  odds: 
indeed  Mr.  Brassey  stated. he  had  not  the  slightest  hope  of  winning, 
the  accident  his  vessel  sustained  in  being  run  into  by  a  steamer  a  short 
time  since  upsetting  all  his  arrangements,  but  that  he  had  come  to  assist 
his  brother  yachtsmen  in  showing  yachting  sport,  and  go  hb  vessel 
should.  The  Coralie  and  Cyclone,  however,  seemed  to  promise  the 
iron  wonder  that  her  work  was  cut  out  for  her,  if  the  breeze  only 
freshened,  which,  however  it  did  not. 

His  excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  accompanied  by  a  brilliant 
cortege,  arrived  by  tram,  and  was  received  at  the  station  by  the  offii  s 
of  the  Royal  Western  Tacht  Club.  His  excellency  was  immedia  f 
conducted  to  the  jetty  stairs,  where  he  embarked  with  Commoi  > 
Batt,  attended  by  the  A.D.C.,  in  waiting,  and  Mr.  W.  Cooper,  i 
suite  following  in  the  harbour-mastei^s  launch.     His  excellency  was  t      i 
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roved  alongside  the  competing  yachts,  and  entered  into  brief  conversa- 
tion with  their  respectire  owners  ;  after  which  he  was  rowed  on  board 
die  Commodore's  jacht. 

The  Tice-regal  standard  was  displayed  at  the  mast-head,  and  the  fine 
revenue  cruizer,  the  Wellington  thundered  forth  a  salute  of  21  gana, 
the  band  of  the  16th  Lancers,  who  were  stationed  upon  her  deck  played 
the  National.  Anthem.  The  club  houses  on  shore  and  the  east  pier  were 
crowded  to  exoess,  as  were  also  the  numerous  yachts  in  the  immediate 
▼icinity  of  the  vice-regal  party. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  following  yachts  took  their  stations  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  for  the  Grand  Corinthian,  value  60  guineas,  together  with 
the  championship  of  the  Irbh  ChanneL 

Nvmbered  a$  m  HunfM  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1856. 


No. 


TachtiT  Names. 


Rig. 


Tons 


Owners. 


189 
213 
697 
217 


Coralie. 

Cyclone..... 
Mosquito... 
CymbaM.... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


A.  E.  Bynie,  Esq, 
W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq. 
A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
T.  Brassey,  jun.,  Esq. 


At  Ih,  10m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and,  amidst  reiterated  and  vocifer- 
ous cheering,  the  four  noble  vessels  were  speedily  under  weigh,  with  a  gentle 
breeze  at  W.S.W.  The  Mosquito  immediately  glided  gently  into  the  fore- 
most position ;  the  Cyclone  was  away  after  her,  the  Coralie  third,  and  the 
Cymba  abeam  of  her  and  to  leeward.  After  rounding  the  first  flag-boat,  the 
wind,  what  little  there  was  of  it,  drew  down  to  the  southward  and  westward 
more,  and  it  was  a  beat  down  to  the  Muglin  flag-boat ;  the  Cymba  here 
weathered  the  Cyclone  and  Coralie  and  went  into  the  second  place,  the 
Mosquito  still  leading,  and  going  along  beautifully  in  the  light  winds ;  the  first 
round,  of  the  course  was  accomplished  without  anything  particularly  deserving 
of  notice,  save  that  whenever  a  slight  puff  came  the  Cymba  gradually  de- 
ereated  the  distance  between  her  and  the  Mosquito.  The  latter  vessel 
carried  away  her  cross-trees,  but  they  were  speedily  fished  in  the  most  credit- 
able way,  and  she  lost  not  an  inch  of  water  by  the  mishap.  At  the  second 
rounding  of  the  light-ship,  the  Cymba  was  still  coming  up,  but  the  wind 
drawing  still  further  out,  became  baffling  and  then  flat  calm — the  Cyclone  and 
C  die  astern  were  bringing  up  a  firesh  breeze,  while  the  Mosquito  and 
C  iiba  were  lying  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other,  like  logs  upon  the 
wi  er,  just  broadside  on  to  the  north-west  going  tide,  which  was  dragging 
it  n  bodily  down  for  the  Candlestick  Bay  flag-boat,  which  it  was  a  con- 
m  Table  doubt  whether  they  would  not  be  dragged  to  leeward  of;  by  sheer 
gc  I  bandling,  however,  they  both  drew  out  across  the  tide,  and  the  Mosquito 
Wi  ound,  caught  a  littie  breeze,  and  slipped  away  hand  over  hand ;  the 
.  7.— VOL,  V.       •  2  u 
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Cymha  followed  bard  in  her  tcack  in  a  iev  iiuaotes  «fter,  and  «  mo&t  exciting 
race  took  place  to  the  last  flag-boat ;  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  it  was  tbe 
Cymba's  cup,  or  it  should  be  run  for  the  next  day  if  thej  did  not  get  in  be- 
fore 9  p.ra.,  and  the  shades  of  evening  were  now  deepening;  the  J!kIosquito 
reached  the  last  flag- boat,  rounded  it,  and  laid  for  the  harbour ;  the  Cymba 
came  along  with  a  nice  breeze  for  the  same  boat  close  upon  the  Mosquito ; 
a  belt  of  calm  appeared  just  ahead  of  the  latter,  across  the  hsrbour,  the 
Cymba  still  carrying  a  true  breeze ;  Mosquito  ran  into  tb«  calm,  rose  up- 
right, and  shook  her  canvas  as  if  supplicating  the  fickle  breeze^  steadily  came 
the  Cymba  along,  and  shaving  her  mark,  laid  op  for  the  harbour ;  everything 
was  trimmed  to  a  nicety,  and  her  cjrew  in  breathless  anxiety  .sa^  low  i^>on  her 
deck,  when,  lo !  there  was  a  sudden  lift,  then  the  sharp,  9uick  .rattle  of  canvas 
as  a  vessel  rights  from  the  breeze,  and  immediately  afterwards  was  heard  tbe 
iatal  lazy  flap,  which  told  that  the  race  was  lost ;  the  Mosquito  almost  at  the 
same  moment  caught  a  little  puff  at  the  harbour's  mouth  and  drew  rapidly 
in.  rounding  the  flag-ship  at  8h.  46ra.  SOs.  The  Cyclone  and  Coralie  brought 
up  the  breeze  outside  until  they  neared  the  Cymba,  when  all  three  lay  be- 
calmed for  some  time.  Loud  cheers  greeted  the  success  of  the  Mosquito; 
she  was  beautifully  ateered  and  handled  throughout  the  liace*  as  were  ^veiy 
one  of  the  yachts. 

Commodore  Batt  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  his  Excellency,  together 
with  a  select  circle  and  suitej  to  a  sumptuous  dejeuner  on  board  the  Magiciaih 
where  the  splendid  prizes  for  the  Corinthian  matches  were  submitted  to  his 
excellency's  notice,  and  much  admired. 

On  Friday,  the  27th,  a  beautiful  breeze  at  W.N.W.  cheered  the  hearts  ot 
the  Corinthian  crews  for  the  second  price,  value  80  guineas.  Shortly  after 
11  o'clock  the  following  yachts  took  their  stations  : — 

~  Numbered  as  in  Httnft  Vnivenal  Yacht  LiHfor  1856. 


No. 

628 

60 

1028 

8b9 


Yachts*  Names. 


Mabella  .. 
Atalanta.. 
Vigilant.. 
Secret 


394  Foam 


B$g. 

TODfk 

cutter 

26 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

32 

cutter 

30 

cutter 

94 

Owners; 


J.  Graham,  Esq. 
H.  Bcovell,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
H.  J,  Warini,  Esq. 
Major  IfOngfield. 


Ki  ]2h.  ISm.  the  signal  gun  produced  on^  of  the  finest  starts  imagniahle 
and  the  roundicg  of  the  first*  flag  was  really  a  .magniflcent  sight ;  the  Vigilaot 
and  Foam  at  once  challengec),  and  never  quitted  each  .other  during  the  whok 
race ;  the  Becret  and  Atalanta  went  at  each  other  m  the  second  rank ;  and 
.kept  that  position  to  the  termination :  more  perftrct  handling  than  wsi 
witnessed  in  these  vessels  during  the  day  could  not  be  imagined;  they  n  ~ -bed 
the  harbour  and  rounded  the  flag-ship  in  the  following  order  and  ** — 


Vigilant.. 


h.    m.    8.1 

5      6      1    Foam . 


s. 

1 
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The  Seaet  and  Atalaata,  beam  aod  beam,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  and  the 
Mabella  not  placed. 

A  finer  race,  or  a  more  splendid  finish,  has  never  been  witnessed.  The 
cooTK  was  about  thirty  two  nantic  miles. 

The  annual  ball  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  was  held  at  the  Rotunda 
on  Friday  evening,  the  27»h  inst.;  it  was  most  fully,  fashionably  and  numer- 
<>^}f  attended. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT   CLUB  MATCH. 

Thia  Club  has  attained  a  character  for  liberality  of  prizes  that  far  eclipse 
some  of  the  more  ancient  clubs  that  add  Royal  to  their  names.  Year  after 
jear  a  series  of  matches  come  off  between  craft  which  are  truly  models  of 
jacht  building,  and  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  formed  the  lines  for 
seme  of  our  noted  clippers.  The  members  of  the  club  are  generally  speaking 
I     in  a  position  to  adopt  a^d  fashion  any  ideas  they  may  conceive,  expense 

l>emg  to  them  a  secondary  consideration. 
;  On  the  occasion  which  we  are  about  to  log  Old  Boreas  had  proclaimed  a 
I  holiday,  and  therefore  the  want  of  wind  prevented  that  display  of  seamanship 
QSiudly  exhibited  at  the  Birkenhead  Matches.  So  far  as  the  pleasure  part 
of  those  assembled  on  board  the  Satellite  steamer  were  concerned,  a  most 
beantiiul  day  rewarded  them  ior  their  attendance.  A  new  yacht  by  that 
indefatigable  yachtsman  T.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  made  her  appearance,  and  altbo' 
the  did  not  glide  into  the  first  place  at  the  finish,  yet  she  showed  aome 
excellent  points,  and  will  it  is  expected  under  more  favourable  weather  be 
bailed  a  winner. 

On  the  26th  ult.  the  following  yachts  appeared  at  the  starting  buoys  to 
contend  for  a  Silver  Cup  of  the  value  of  £20,  which  was  manufactured  by 
Mr.  Hansbury  of  Liverpool. 

Tinie  race: — Three  minutes  per  ton  for  yachts  under  2  tons;  one  minute 
and  a- half  per  ton  for  yachts  above  2  and  up  to  5  tons;  one  minute  above. 

The  following  were  the  entries:  ^Spray  of  the  Ocean  7^  tons,  cutter- 
rigged,  distinguishing  flag  blue  and  red  perpendicular,  T.  Brassey,  Esq., 
jun.  owner.  Spray,  7  tons,  cutter-rigged,  red  and  white  horizontal,  Alfred 
Bower,  Esq.,  owner.  Glide,  7i  tons,  cutter  rigged  white  and  red  diagonal, 
Thomas  Wilkinson  Esq  ,  owner.  Zephyr,  5^  tons,  sloop-rigged,  white  and 
Mae  diamond,  I .  H.  Bower,  Esq..  owner.  Jilt,  I  ton,  sloop-rigged,  white 
IMg,  red  stripe^  W.  C.  Wrensball,  Esq ,  owner.  Electric,  7  tons,  cutter- 
r  sged,  white  and  blue  cross.  Thomas  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  owner.  White 
€    call,  4^  tons,  sloop -rigged,  white  and  blue  horizontal,  Mr.  Sutherbury 

0  ner.    Spirit,  4^  tons,  cutter-rigged,  white  and  red  perpendicular,    Mr. 
\    iaon,  owner. 

he  course  was  the  usual  Challenge  Cup  course,  viz: — ^from  Birkenhead 

1  «y  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  offEastham,  thence  round  a  flag-boat 
a      ^ioned  off  the  Dingle,  back  round  the  Eaatham  flag-boat,  returning  direct 
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to  Birkenhead  Ferry,  passing  between  the  shore  and  flag -boat  moored  off  the 
club-house,  leaving  the  last  mentioned  flag-boat  on  the  starboard  hand. 

At  2h.  22m.  an  exceeding  good  start  was  effected  with  the  exception  of 
Glide,  which  exhibited  some  difficulty  in  setting  her  jib.  The  celebrated 
Spray  took  the  lead,  followed  by  her  renowned  rival  the  Electric,  then  came 
Spray  of  the  Ocean,  White  Squall,  Zephyr,  and  Spirit.  The  Glide  notwith* 
standing  her  delay  at  starting  soon  overhauled  the  fleet  and  truly  speaking 
made  the  race  to  Eastham  flag- boat. 

Eaathiuk.  Dingle, 

h.    m.    s*  h.    m.    s. 

Spray 2  55  30       4  52  30  . 

Spray  of  U^e  Ocean •   2  55  48 

Glide 2    56      0  5      5    30 

White  SqualL 2    56    10 

Electric 2    56    30  4    55      0 

Zephyr. 2    58      0 

Spirit. 3      0      0  ; 

Jilt 3      0    48  ^  ; 

ft 

The  Spray  was  first  round  the  Eastham  buoy,  but  as  will  be  observed  by.  -^ 
the  above  time,  but  a  few  seconds  ahead  of  the  others.    The  Electric  how*  i^ 
ever  was  the  one  most  to  be  feared,  and  she  was  one  minute  behind  tbe^ 
Spray.    After  passing  the  Eastham  buoy,  the  Electric  crew,  ever  alive  to  um': 
their  judgment  in  sailing  the  well-known  course,  stood  across  the  river,  whiMi 
her  competitors  rather  hugged  the  shore,  she  thus  attained  the  lead,  but  it  -^ 
was  only  for  a  brief  space  of  time,  as  before  they  rounded  the  Dingle  buoy  ■ 
the  Spray  had  observed  her  opponent's  advantage,  followed  her  tactics,  over* 
hauled  and  passed  the  buoy  two  minutes,  thirty  seconds  in  advance  of  bcar^ 
After  passing  the  Dingle  they  proceeded  on  their  second  round,  ninning 
before  the  wind,  the  race  being  entirely  between  the  Spray  and  Electric,  thft  \ 
others  having  tailed  off.    The  contest  therefore  between  these  vessels  was.'^ 
most  exciting,  and  the  result  was  somewhat  doubtful,  the  supporters  of  eack^j 
maintaining  the  superiority  of  the  &vourite  at  each  fresh  display  of  seamitattd 
ship  on  the  part  of  the  respective  crews,  but  they  ultimately  passed  the  flt|^ 
buoys  and  winning  buoys  as  under : — 

Ewiham.  Dingle,  Monk*a  Ferry. 

h.    m.    s.  h.    m,    8.  h.    m.    a.  i 

Spray .\..        5    19    55  6    27      0  6    52    80        -i 

Electric 5    26    30  6    30    15  6    56      0       .  | 

y 

It  will  be  seen  that  aAer  passing  the  Dingle  in  the  first  round  the  Sp 

gained  25  seconds  more  thus  winning  by  3  minutes  SO  seconds.    We ' 

informed  that  it  was  probable  the  result  would  have  been  otherwise  had  ( 

two  vessels  been  on  equal  terms.    The  Spray  it  appears  has  a  dropping  ke 

which  of  course  enables  her  to  stand  nearer  to  the  wind  than  her  opp 

However  whatever  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  admirers  of  each  < 

they  were  unanimous  in  cheering  the  winner,  and  also  very  de 

bestowed  the  same  reviver  to  the  drooping  spirits  on  board  the  loser. 

must  be  gratifying  to  them,  as  by  those  cheers  the  crew  were  assuret^ 

although  they  were  beaten  they  had  nobly  done  their  duty. 

liOndoQi— Hani,  Printer,  Choreh  8tr«et,  Edgware  Boad.  ^ 
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THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE  DISPLACEMENT  CURVES 
OF  FISH  TO  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  BOATS.* 

BY  JOHN  S.  BNTB,  B8Q.,  F.Q.8.,  STO. 

An  idea  has  long  been  prevalent  that  the  lines  of  fish  are  applicable 
to  the  lines  of  a  boat,  and  the  mackerel  has  often  been  selected  as  a 
a  model,  but,  in  comparing  their  forms,  the  points  of  difference,  as 
well  as  those  of  resemblance,  must  be  regarded,  and  fish  vary  from 
each  other  in  form  as  much  as  boats.  In  the  plates  attached  to  this 
paper,  the  curves  of  displacement  of  three  fish  are  given; — the 
channel  shark,  the  common  4;rout,  and  mackerel.  The  midship  sec- 
tion of  the  shark,  the  common  trout,  and  mackeral.  The  midship 
section  of  the  shark  is  nearly  cylindrical^  while  the  trout  and  macke- 
rel have  an  oval  or  elliptical  section  which  is  kept  in  a  vertical  posi- 
tion by  the  muscular  action  of  the  fins  during  life.  These  fdrms, 
whicb  are  adapted  for  passing  under  the  water,  require  some  modifi- 
cations to  suit  the  frames  of  vessels  intended  to  pass  through  the 
water  at  the  surface,  but  the  same  proportional  sectional  areas  and  a 
similar  displacement  may  be  preserved. 

Moreover,  the  tail,  which  acts  as  a  propelling  power  of  the  fish, 
^See  report  of  the  UojaX  Cornwall  Polytecknic  Society  published  in  1854. 
HO.  8. — yoh.  V.  2  X 
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and  is  the  equivalent  of  the  modem  screw,  cannot  be  deemed  part  of 
the  after-body  of  the  fish  itself;  it  ought  to  be  separated  from  such 
body  when  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  curves  of  displacement 
of  a  fish  and  those  of  a  boat.  On  these  two  points  a  boat  essen- 
tially differs  from  a  fish.  The  rudder  is  sometimes  considered  as  a 
tail,  biit  it  is  in  reality  merely  a  guiding  fin. 

At  the  Meeting  in  1854,  a  full-^ized  drawing  of  a  porbeagle  or 
mackerel-shark,  six  feet  long,  was  exhibited,  the  outlines  of  which 
had  been  placed  on  paper  as  much  as  possible  from  the  shark  itself. 
The  change  of  section  towards  the  tail  shewed  a  marked  peculiarity 
by  the  addition  of  a  triangular  muscle  on  each  side  of  the  cylindri- 
cal tail-section,  passing  into  the  fins  of  the  tail ;  by  this  means  a 
natural  separation  of  the  after  body  of  the  fish  from  the  propelling 
power  of  the  tail  was  clearly  shown,  and  a  hint  was  afibrded  of  the 
mode  by  which  this  necessary  separation  could  be  effected  in  oiher 
cases,  by  considering  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  outer  curveSi 
formed  by  the  alternating  strokes  of  the  tail,  in  producing  motion, 
as  the  end  of  the  after-body,  and  as  the  point  at  which  the  guiding 
fin  or  rudder  should  be  placed  in  a  vessel. 

Shipbuilders,  referring  to  simplicity  for  the  purpose  of  oonstnie- 
tion,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  a  ship  as  composed  of  two 
portions  divided  by  the  midship  section,  which  frame  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  a  particular  mark  as  the  point  of  separation  between 
the  bow  firames,  which  are  lettered  A,  B,  0,  &c.,  and  the  stem 
frames,  which  are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  &c.  Seamen,  on  the  contrary, 
instead  of  this  twofold  division,  invariably  refer  all  their  notions  of 
of  the  fcftm  of  a  vessel,  either  to  bow,  body,  or  stern,  a  method  that 
requires  two  points  of  separation, — one  between  bow  and  boc^, 
another  between  body  and  stem.  THe  great  superiority  of  this 
method,  in  giving  a  clearer  idea  of  a  vessel  and  her  properties, 
seems  so  decided,  that  I  shall  endeavour  in  this  paper  to  point  out 
that  Chapman*s  curve  of  sections  will  afford  means  by  which  as  muck 
precision  can  be  given  to  it,  as  has  been  done  by  the  ship-builder 
with  water  lines. 

By  intersecting  this  curve  longitudinally  by  four  equidistant  nd 
parallel  lines,  so  as  to  divide  the  main  breadth  into  five  e  lal 
parts,  we  obtain  a  convenient  method  of  defining  the  limits  oi  i» 
seaman's  threefold  division  of  a  vessel.  Thus,  the  body  ma^  be 
made  to  consist  of  all  the  centre  frames  which  enclose,  at  the    »ad 
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imter-Ime  immeisiony  an  area  exceeding  four-fifths  of  the  greatest 
immersed  midship  section ;  and  will  be  shown  on  the  curve  of  dis- 
placement as  equal  in  length  to  the  intercepted  part  of  the  fourth 
divisional  line.  All  the  frames  at  either  end  which  immerse  less 
than  foar*fifths  of  the  midship  area  will  be  taken  respectively  as 
part  of  the  bow  or  stern.  The  second  divisional  line  will  cross  tbei 
curve  at  points  where  the  imm^Brsed  transverse  sections  are  one-half 
of  those  which  separate  bow  or  stem  from  the  bodj,  and  will  conse- 
quently be  equal  to  two-fifths  of  greatest  transverse  section. 

By  this  method,  the  junctions  of  the  body  with  bow  or  stem  will 
become  important  points  of  con^tmction,  and  will  require-«^istin- 
guishing  mark,  such  as  a  lozenge,  while  a  triangular  mark  will  serve 
to  indicate  the  half  areas  of  the  bow  and  stern.  On  reference  to  the 
diagrams  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bow  marks  are  iurther  distinguished 
by  a  dot  being  placed  within  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  Chapman's  curve  of  displacement  oppo- 
fiite  the  water  lines  on  the  half-breadth  plan,  and,  exclusive  of  serving 
all  the  purposes  of  approximate  calculations  for  which  I  believe  it 
was  intended,  it  may  be  employed  to  exhibit  clearly  to  the  eye  the 
jKurtions  respectively  defined  to  be  body,  bow,  and  stem. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Bundell,  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Polytechnic  Society,  for  the  improvement  of  several  details 
4>f  the  present  scheme,  but  I  consider  one  suggeston  which  he  has 
made,  and  which  I  propose  to  adopt  in  future,  of  so  much  value, 
vhere  vessels  are  to  be  compared  with  each  other,  that  I  am  desirous 
it  should  be  given  in  his  name.  The  suggestion  is,  that  the  greatest 
breadth  of  the  curve  of  displacement  should  in  all  cases  be  made 
equal  to  the  radius  of  a  circle,  the  area  of  which  is  twice  that  of  the 
greatest  immersed  section  of  the  vessel.  We  thus  obtain  a  uniform 
standard  whereby  bodies  of  the  most  diverse  forms  can  be  accurately 
compared,  and  by  which  their  relative  proportions  may  be  at  once 
presented  to  the  eye. 

The  curve  of  displacement  may  be  calculated  from  the  lines  of 
any  vessel;  or  the  usual  lines  may  be  made  to  correspond  with  given 
area,  as  in  the  case  of  the  employment  of  the  areas  of  a  fish  in  the 
construction  of  a  boat.  It  will  be  convenient  to  divide  the  length  at 
the  surface  of  the  water  constantly  in  ten  parts. 

The  advantages  of  Chapman's  curve  of  sections,  or  displacement 
curve,  are  well  known,  but  I  have  not  met  with  the  plan  here  pro- 
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pofted,  and  which  is  chieflj  intended  for  the  purpofie  of  recording  the 
actual  position  of  given  areas,  or  sections  of  fish  or  TeeselSy  and  to 
eihibit  the  relative  proportions,  or  spaces  occupied  by  the  bow,  body, 
or  stern,  for  comparison  witib  each  other,  and  also  of  affording  a 
simple  means  of  measuring  with  fecility  any  amount  of  diange  that 
may  be  deemed  desirable  in  a  frame,  and  of  adjusting  the  adjoining 
frames,  or  timbers. 

In  reference  to  the  employment  of  the  displacement  curve  of  a 
fish  in  the  construction  of  vessels  it  is  obvious  a  change  of  form  in 
the  sections  is  required,  since  all  the  vertical  sections  of  a  fish 
may  be  referred  to  a  central  middle  line  of  a  body  oitirely  sor- 
tounded  with  water,  while  boat  sections  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
centre  line  parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  hence  the  change  of 
form  is  requisite,  retaining  only  the  given  areas.  The  fore  part  of  a 
fish  may  be  used  directly,  in  the  way  here  suggested,  but  raudi 
doubt  may  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of  ths  method  adopted  for  tbe 
separation  of  the  tail  or  propelling-power  firom  the  after-body  or 
stem  of  a  fish,  since  more  or  less  curve  may  be  given  to  the  tail 
according  as  a  lighter  or  heavier  stroke  is  assumed  to  be  made. 

It  is  possible  that  an  average  stroke  may  be  unfeirly  assumed, 
and  hence  a  considerable  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  st^mMlis 
placement  may  be  considered  reasonable;  the  only  point  here  urged 
is  the  necessity  of  such  separation  in  the  application  of  the  fish  die* 
placements  to  those  of  aboat 

At  the  next  meeting  of  this  Society  I  propose  to  submit  to  this 
notice  the  drawings  of  several  vessels  constructed  fit)m  the  displace* 
ment  curves  of  fast  and  slow  moving  fish,  and  I  trust  the  method 
proposed  to  be  used  will  be  sufficiently  understood  from  the  plates 
belonging  to  this  paper,  as  to  allow  other  persons  to  follow  the  same 
plan. 

The  speed  of  the  porbeagle,  or  mackerel  shark,  is  probably  higfai 
least  when  it  springs  or  darts  on  its  prey,  as  may  be  inferred  from 
'£he  strong  triangular  muscles  on  each  side,  passing  into  and  strength-- 
ening  the  crescent  fins  of  the  tail: — ^naturaJists  term  this  metbH  of 
giving  sufficient  power  to  the  tail  as  ^^  strongly  heded  on  each  si 

The  mouth,  as  usual  in  sharks,  is  placed  below,  so  that  it .  at 
turn  to  seize  its  prey,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  provided  with  :  ge 
and  strong  ventral  and  back  fins.  The  nose  is  slightly  tumec  p, 
apparently  just  sufficiently  so  as  to  shear  it  from  a  straight  ^    tc. 
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jmd  bring  the  month  instead  of  the  eye  to  the  point  selected  when 
it  darts  at  any  object. 

The  displacement  curve  of  a  moderate  size  mackerel  and  of  a 
young  trout  have  been  given :  both  these  fish  have  an  elliptical 
transverse  section,  and  their  retaining  the  longer  axis  in  a  vertical 
position  is  an  act  of  life  due  to  muscular  action.  I  apprehend  a  dead 
fish  fioats  on  its  side  until  the  stomach  becomes  distended  with  gas. 

The  half-ellipse  of  fish  of  this  fi>rm  may  be  used  directly  for  the 
forms  of  the  timbers  of  a  boat,  especially  if  a  small  proportional 
triangle  is  added  below;  by  this  means  the  nature  of  the  areas  of 
displacement  may  be  more  clearly  exhibited  to  the  eye,  but  the  plan 
has  not  been  deemed  of  sufficient  vaJue  to  demand  more  than  a 
passing  allusion.  It  is  proposed,  during  the  summer  to  continue 
the  examination  of  the  curves  of  displacement  of  different  fish,  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  subject  may  prove  as  interesting  to  the 
naturalist  as  to  the  boat  builder. 

Bbfssknob  to  THB  Platu  :^ 
Kg*  1.— Sections  of  shark,  with  curve  of  sectional  areas. 
Rg.  3.— Sections  of  mackerel,  ditto 

fig.  4.— Section  of  conical  solids  to  illostrate  the  duplicate  ratio  of  the  areas 
with  displacement  curve. 
In  each  case  the  greatest  transverse  section  of  the  fish  has  heen  taken  for 
"dead  flat,"  and  as  the  middle  of  the  hody;  by  this  means  uniformity  is  attained 
in  comparing  one  fish  with  another  :  but,  should  the  after-body  of  a  vessel  be 
required  to  be  longer  or  shorter  than  the  proportion  assumed  of  equality  to 
forebody,  either  the  position  of  the  point  for  the  intersection  of  the  cnrres  may 
be  changed  at  pleasure,  or  the  4-5th8  and  2-5ths  areas  may  be  placed  on  a  lon- 
ger or  shorter  line  for  an  after-body,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  preservation 
of  the  proportional  spaces  between  these  areas  respectively. 


THE  WRONG  RIVER. 

Not  many  summer  seasons  have  passed  over  our  heads  since  two  London 
yachtsmen  left  the  busy  turmoil  of  metropolitan  cruising,  in  an  eight 
ton  yacht»  destined  for  a  no  less  important  town  and  port  than  Ipswich; 
which  stands  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Orwell,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
It  was  daring  the  month  of  September  that  the  bold  adventurers  set 
sail,  having  provided  themselves  with  a  chart  of  the  coast  as  far  as  Har- 
wich Harbour :  the  remaining  part  of  the  voyage  up  the  Orwell,  the 
owner  of  the  yacht  declared  himself  fully  conversant  with,  having  ouoe 
passed  up  and  down  in  a  steam  boat  The  only  manual  assistance  the 
yachtsmen  took  with  them,  was  a  sailor  youth  about  18  years  of  age. 
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The  Owner  of  the  yacht^  Mr.  T.  W  officiating  as  sailing-masteiv 

his  friend  Mr.  R.  K as  mate,  and  the  youth  fiob,  as  man  before  the 

mast  It  may  be  all  very  well  to  suppose  there  was  no  comfort  aboard 
so  small  a  craft  as  the  Duchess,  (eight  tons)  but  had  any  one  of  those 
jeering  yachtsmen  with  their  big  vessels  of  fifty  or  sixty  tons  gone 
aboard  the  Duchess  they  would  have  found  a  stock  of  provisions  suffi- 
cient for  a  Mediterranean  voyage.  There  was  a  fine  round  of  boiled 
beef,  a  ham,  an  ox  tongue,  a  cold  roast  leg  of  mutton,  a  large  piece  of 
dried  bacon,  a  piece  of  corned  beef,  several  jars  of  potted  meat,  six  pots 
of  marmalade,  two  of  salmon  roe,  eggs,  butter,  cheese,  potatoes,  and 
bread  in  abundance;  besides  tea,  coffee,  and  a  breaker  of  water,  then 
there  was  two  dozen  of  Bass's  ale  and  Guiness's  stout,  one  doiea 
sherry,  ditto  port,  three  bottles  of  brandy,  ditto  of  rum  and  gin,  a  two 
gallon  stone  bottle  of  porter,  a  box  of  cigars,  and  a  pound  of  tobeooo. 
And  these  for  two  yachtsmen  and  a  sailor  youth! 

The  only  mystery  about  it  is  where  and  how  they  could  stow  them 
aboard  the  little  vessel:  but  they  did  stow  them,  and  had  their  aleqping 
berths  notwithstanding. 

Whether  they  anticipated  bemg  blown  out  of  their  course,  and  oast 
upon  a  distant  bland,  or  detained  on  their  passage,  or  what  not,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  say  :  but  there  were  the  provisions  stowed  snugly 
away  aboard  the  yacht  when  they  left  Blackwall.  The  afternoon  was 
fine  when  they  set  sail,  and  after  a  few  hours  pleasant  sailing  the  yacht 
was  anchored  for  the  night  at  Greenwich,  when  some  of  the  aforeaaid 
provisions  having  been  partaken  of,  they  turned  in  for  the  night 

As  eaVly  as  four  o'clock  next  morning  the  anchor  was  weighed,  saib 
set,  and  the  Duchess  slowly  drifted  down  the  river  with  the  ebb  tide. 
As  the  day  advanced  a  light  breeze  sprang  up,  and  by  the  time  they 
reached  the  Nore,  they  were  carrying  a  good  steady  breeze,  which  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day;  and  they  arrived  safely  in  Harwich  Har- 
bour about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening:  and  here  their  first  bit  of  lU-faidL 
befel  them,  for  on  standing  too  near  the  town  esplanade,  they  tooched 
the  ground  on  the  guard  point,  where  they  remained,  unable  to  get  off 
until  the  next  tide.  A  boat  manned  by  four  seamen  went  to  their  as- 
sistance, but  Mr.  T.  W.  declined  it,  saying  he  had  put  out  a  pair  of  legs 
and  should  await  his  fate  until  the  flood  tide  lifted  the  yacht.  Wh'l^t 
they  were  furling  the  sails,  another  boat  came  alongside,  and  two  C  (t 
guard  men  jumped  aboard,  and  demanded  the  name  of  the  yacht  a  a 
few  other  particulars ;  and  after  glancing  around  the  cabiu,  civilly  ^  e 
the  yachtsmen  good  day;  advising  them  as  to  the  best  course  to  tako  a 
getting  afloat  again. 
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Abont  two  o'clock  next  morning  the  yachtsmen  found  themselves  afloat; 
and  havmg  shoyed  off  into  deep  water,  let  go  the  anchor  and  retired  to 
their  sleeping  berths.  On  rising  again  about  eight  o'clock,  they  found 
the  wind  blowing  heavily  from  the  westward*  and  the  little  yacht  pitch- 
ing and  rolling  as  she  rode  at  anchor.  It  being  low  water  about  ten 
o'clock,  the  adventurers  again  weighed  anchor,  intending  to  proceed  to 
Ipswich,  with  the  flood  tide  while  still  young,  and  thereby  avoid  the  ex- 
pence  of  pilotage. 

Every  one  who  knows  Harwich  Harbour  is  aware,  that  the  rivers 
Orwell  and  Stour  empty  themselves  in  the  beautiful  estuary  fonmng  the 
harbour  :  the  mouths  of  the  two  rivers  being  divided  by  a  narrow  point 
of  land  running  from  Shotley,  and  terminating  in  the  harbour  with  a 
tongue  of  sand  :  and  unless  a  person  is  acquainted  with  the  locality, 
he  is  as  likely  to  take  the  wrong  direction  as  the  right. 

Away  went  the  Duchess  dashing  along  under  crowds  of  canvas  ;  tack 
after  tack  was  made,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Orwell  passed  by  unheeded : 
the  creek  running  to  the  westward  of  the  town,  being  taken  for  the  Stour, 
tile  yachtsmen  proceeded  onwards,  without  once  doubting  the  possibility 
of  being  wrong.  In  three  hours  time,  during  which  no  pilot  boat  had  put 
off  to  offer  assistance,  the  little  crafb  being  probably  supposed  to  be  one 
belonging  to  the  port:  they  had  made  considerable  progress,  and  were 
congratulating  themselves  on  having  come  within  a  few  miles  of  their 
destinatioD  without  a  pilot ;  when  they  sailed  close  to  some  fishermdki 
who  were  busily  engaged  with  their  nets  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

*'  How  &r  do  you  call  it  to  Ipswich,  my  friends?^'  enquired  the  captain 
yachtsman. 
'^To  where?'*  said  one  of  the  fishermen. 

**  To  Ipswich,"  replied  the  yachtsman,  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the 
small  town  of  Manningtree. 

'*  There's  no  such  place  in  this  river,  that  I  knows  on  :  and  I  have 
fished  it  for  the  last  fifby  years  or  more,"  was  the  reply. 

**  Come,  come,  old  gentleman,  no  nonsense  of  that  sort :  you  won't 
get  to  heaven  that  way  :  we  happen  to  know  there  is  such  a  place  as 
Ipswich  in  the  river,  although  it  may  be  further  up  than  we  supposed.** 

**  Then  if  you  know  there  is,  why  ask  me?  Perhaps  you'll  find  the 
wi^  to  that  other  country  you  were  talking  of  just  now." 

'^  Perhaps  we  may,  old  gentleman,  but  I'm  afraid  we  shall  not  find 
you  there." 

And  so  saying  the  yachtsmen  proceed  on  their  course,  two  or  three 
miles  further  :  concluding  that  the  old  fisherman  was  only  looking  out 
for  a  job  to  pilot  them  up  ;  and  never  once  imagining  they  had  taken 
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tbd  wrong  river,  until  reaching  •  lonely  looking  spot  called  WrabnoM^ 
where  a  ooast-gwurd  boat  pulled  alongside  and  enquired  '*  Where  bound 
for?" 

<*  Ipswiehy"  repfied  the  yachtsman. 

''  But  you  do  not  expect  to  get  there  by  this  river  do  you?**^  oaid  the 
ofiicer. 

<*  Why  not?"  was  the  i^ply. 

^  Because  Ipswich  stands  on  the  Orwell  and  thb  is  tbe  Stour." 

The  adventurers  now  began  to  suspect  their  error :  but  it  waa  long 
before  they  would  be  fairly  convinced  of  the  mistake.  Having  at  last 
folt  satisfied  they  were  up  the  wrong  river,  l^e  yacht  waa  put  aboat»  and 
they  steered  back  for  Harwich  harbour :  when  fiedling  b  again  with  the 
fishing  boat,  the  men  enquired  if  they  had  been  to  Ipswich. 

**  Here,— come  alongside,  old  gentlemen,  and  take  a  glass  of  soliifr* 
thing  ?**  said  the  captain  yachtsman,  <<  you  are  better  fellows  ^ban  we 
supposed  :  what  will  you  have  ?  here's  brandy,  rum,  and  gin.** 

The  venerable  looking  old  men  having  drank  the  old  fishermen's  toast 
of  *^  better  luck  next  time  ;"  the  yachtsmen  enquired  for  some  fish,  when 
they  told  them  they  had  several  fine  live  grey  mullet  in  the  boat^s  wells 
and  if  they  would  say  what  sized  fish  they  required  they  would  take  it 
out  with  the  hand  net  The  yachtsmen  wanted  to  look  at  some,  but 
were  refused  ;  the  men  telling  them  they  required  careful  handliiig) 
0^  the  scales  would  get  rubbed  off  and  the  fish  would  die,  and  thai 
become  unsaleable.  A  bargain  was  therefore  struck  for  a  fish  of  aboot 
six  pounds  weight,  which  was  immediately  taken  firom  the  well  and 
put  on  board  the  yacht,  after  which,  the  Londoners  proceeded  dowo 
the  river,  and  reached  Harwich  in  the  evening,  where  they  andiond 
for  the  night,  taking  care  to  proceed  in  the  right  direction  next  n^pmi&g. 

They  found  the  navigation  of  the  Orwell  extremely  intricate ;  bat 
the  banks  of  the  river  very  picturesque  and  lUfferent  to  the  Stour.  And 
before  proceedmg  very  for  they  deemed  it  prudent  to  take  a  {dlot ;  uodar 
whose  guidance  they  reached  the  port  of  Ipswich  in  safety. 

And  here  we  must  take  our  leave  of  them ;  our  object  in  relating  the 
circumstance  has  been,  to  show  the  error  any  stranger  is  liable  to  M 
into,  who  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  inland  navigation  of  Harwich 
harbour  ;  particularly  as  many  strangers  are  firequendy  visiting  that  ~^ 
which  has  now  become  a  favorite  resort  for  London  yachtsmer  *  0 
summer  months. 


337 


ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

This  sailiog  match  for  £50  came  off  on  Monday,  June  80th.  Although 
the  day  was  favoorabie  for  the  competitors,  it  was  not  so  for  the  com- 
pany which  accompanied  the  vessels  in  the  steamer  Sea  King. 

The  coarse  was  from  Birkenhead  down  Victoria  Channel,  leaving  the 
Black  Buoys  on  the  starboard,  and  the  Red  Buoys  on  the  port  hand; 
the  Bell  Beacon  Buoy  on  the  port  hand,  the  North-west  Light-ship  on 
the  port  hand,  to  the  Bell  Beacon  Buoy,  leaving  for  the  last  time  on  the 
starboard  hand,  and  up  channel,  leaving  the  Black  Buoys  on  the  port, 
and  the  Red  Buoys  on  the  starboard  hand,  to  the  flag  vessel  off  Birken- 
head, leaving  her  on  the  port  hand,  end  so  end. 

Seven  vessels  were  entered,  but  four  only  started,  the  Surprise,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Tetley;  the  Spray  belonging  to  Mr.  Bower;  the  Mirage 
belonging  to  Mr.  Woodward ;  and  the  Glide,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son. The  Glide  gave  up  the  contest  early,  but  the  other  vessels  rounded 
the  North -West  Light-ship  in  the  following  order:  — 

h.   m.   s.  I  b.   m.    s. 

Surprise 2    24    50    Ifirage 2^    42    40 

Spray 2    40    30  | 

The  boats  came  in  in  the  following  order:^ 

h.   m.     8.  I  h.    m.     ■• 

Surprise 5    88    45  |  Mirage 6    59    67 

Bir.  Tetley  received  the  prize — a  massive  ddret  jug — at  the  hands  of 
Edward  Fletcher,  Esq.,  the  cupbearer,  and  second  officer  of  the  club,  in 
the  absence  of  Thomas  Littledale,  Esq.,  who  was  unfortunately  pre- 
vented from  attending,  being  detained  in  Glasgow  on  his  military 
duties. 

July  1st.— The  great  event  connected  with  the  days'  sport  of  the 
Royal  Mersey  Tacht  Club  was  the  match  for  the  Grand  Challenge  Cup, 
of  £100  value,  which  was  sailed  for  on  this  day. 

The  following  were  among  the  conditions  of  the  race: — Entrance  two 
guineas  each  yacht;  the  challenge  cup  to  be  won  two  years  consecu- 
tively by  the  same  yacht  and  owner;  time  and  measurement  according 
to  the  H.M.T.C.  rules.  The  prize  was  open  to  be  competed  for  by  all 
ya  -lis  firom  eight  tons  and  upwards,  from  whatever  quarter  they  came. 
Tl  ^  ooiirse  the  same  as  former  match. 

is  contest  for  this  magnificent  prize  generally  brings  a  considerable 
mu  -.ijer  to  the  start,  and  this  yearns  entries  folly  bore  out  the  celebrity 
tbc  -truee  has  attained.     The  following  started  :— 

]     .  8. — ^voL.  V.  2  r 
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yumbert^  at  in  Hunf»  Universal  Yacht  tiat/or  1856. 


No. 


689 
189 
667 
928 
S17 
907  S] 


290 
1246 


Taoht'i  Nuaes. 


Biirage 

Coralie..... 
Mosquito 
Surprise... 
Cymba  .... 

~  ray 

electric..., 
Zillah 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Toni 


17 
35 
68 
10 
52 
9 
8 
21 


Owners. 


G«  R.  Woodward.  Esq. 
A.  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 
A.  Touog,  E^. 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 
T.  Braasey,  Junr.,  Esq. 
A.  Bower,  Esq.  • 
T.  WilkiosoD,  Esq. 
G.  Harrison,  Esq. 


The  GKde,  8  tons,  was  originally  entered,  bat  tiha  was  in  dock,  and  the 
Eleetrie,  bclongiDg  to  the  same  gentleman,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  was  substituted 
for  her.  llie  Mosquito  did  not  arrive.  All  the  other  yachts  mentioBed 
above  took  tbeir  stations  off  Birkenhead  Feny,  the  starting  point.  The 
weather  was  highly  propitious.  The  sun  shone  brilliantly,  and  there  was  a 
fresh  breeze  blowing  up  the  river,  the  latter  circumstance  being  well  calcu- 
lated to  test  the  sailing  qualities  of  the  fleet  engaged,  as  well  as  the  nautical 
skill  of  tbeir  respective  crews.  The  steam-tug  Sea  King  was  engaged  by  the 
cliib  to  follow  the  match,  for  the  convenience  of  members  and  their  friends. 
H.  Mellibg,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  officiated  as  chiel  in  command,  in  the 
absence  df  the  Commodore. 

The  signal  to  start  was  given  at  lib.  50s.  by  the  firing  of  a  gun.  They 
got  well  off  together,  the  Cymba  leading.  There  was  a  strong  ^b  tide. 
The  Surprise  had  the  next  place  to  the  Cymba,  heading  the  Coralie,  of  35 
tons,  which  came  next  in  order.  The  other  four  yachts  fell  conriderably  into 
the  rear  soon  after  starting,  and  the  contest  was  altogether  between  these 
three. 

Oof^y  J^ght  ^&9>  Fomui^  lA.  Ship 
h.    m.    s. 

1     23    20 

1     29      0 

1    35      0 


Cymba 
Surprise 
Coralie.. < 


h. 

m. 

8. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

1 

11 

40 

eU    Hoy 

N.W,Li.Sk^ 

h.  m*  s. 

h.  m.  a. 

1  46  57 

2  11  51 

1  54  19 

2  ai  15 

1  56  20 

2  22  82 

After  pflflsing  the  Formsby  Lightship  the  three  vessels  set  their  gaffU^ 
sails,  and  the  breeze  having  somewhat  abated,  the  Coralie  began  to  gain 
upon  her  competitors.  But  after  passing  the  Bell  Buoy  she  loat  her  vanagte 
ground,  and  the  Surprise  increased  her  distance  considerably  before  reaching 
the  North-west  Light  Ship.  The  Cymba  seemed  to  have  the  race  to  hers^ 
as  she  was  about  a  mile  ahead  of  the  Surprise.  The  race  between  the  two 
former  created  at  this  time  great  interest,  as  each  had  their  patrons  who 
warmly  supported  their  favourites.  The  Coralie  at  one  period  of  the  match 
passed  the  Surprise,  and  the  latter  hoisted  a  balloon  top  sail  which  ^na  d 
her  to  regain  her  place,  after  passing  the  Bell  Buoy  on  their  retimi  '  ke 
Winning  Flag,  which  was  rounded  as  foUowa:— 


\  h.    m.    s.  I 

Cyirt^a 6    24    41    Coralie.. 

Surpxuse  6    37      2 1 


h. 
6 


\S 
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The  Surprise  being  eatilled,  according  to  the  ralee,  to  an  allowance  of  17 
minutea  for  difference  of  tonnage,  she  of  course  won  the  match,  with  4  minutes 
and  29  seconds  to  spare.  The  race  between  the  three  yachts  were  decidedly 
good*  The  Surprise  having  won  the  cup  two  years  consecutively,  her  owner, 
Mr.  Tetley,  became  entitled  to  it  absolutely,  and  wdl  does  he  deserve  it. 
The  spirited  way  in  which  Mr.  Brajscy,  owner  of  the  Cymba,  has  sailed  his 
yacht  has  won  tlie  admiration  of  gentlesaen  fond  of  yachting.  We  believe 
that  Mr.  Brassey  does  not  intend  to  follow  yacht  racing,  but  wished  to  amuse 
his  neighbours  and  friends  to  the  extent  of  his  power  by  increasing  the 
attraction  of  the  regatta  on  this  occasion.  The  Cymba,  being  designed  for  a 
sea  boat,  would  have  had  a  material  advantage  over  her  competitors  if  there 
had  been  any  sea  on  the  occasion  but  there  was  only  a  slight  breeze. 

After  the  race,  Mr.  Tetley,  owner  of  the  Surprise,  repaired  on  board  the 
Steamer  Sea  King,  where  be  was  presented  with  the  award  of  victory.  The 
cup  is  a  spkodid  silver  one,  worth,  we  understand,  about  £140.  it  was  first 
contested  for  in  1863,  when  it  was  won  by  the  Cynthia;  in  1854  it  was  won 
by  the  CoraUe,  and  last  year  by  the  Surprise. 

The  duty  of  making  the  presentation  fell  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  club,  who;  addressing  Mr.  Tetley,  said  it  was  with  very  great  pleasure 
jioioed  with  very  considerable  regret,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the 
cltib,  that  he  had  to  present  him  for  the  second  time,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Commodore  (i'homas  Littledale,  Esq.,)  with  that  very  handsome  cup.  The 
way  in  which  he  (Mr.  Tetley)  had  sailed  his  ship^  both  on  that  day  and  on 
Monday,  was  most  creditable  to  him  and  to  the  club— f  applause) — and  the 
only  regret  was  that  in  giving  him  the  cup  the  club  lost  100  guinea8.(Laugbter) 
However,  he  hoped  they  should  make  up  the  money  in  the  treasurer's  hands; 
Mr.  Tetley  was  the  treasurer,  and  he  could  have  no  objection,  he  (Mr.  Flet- 
cher) was  sore,  to  receive  the  cup  and  find  them  another  in  the  same  way. 
However,  he  hoped,  Mr.  I'etley  would  have  the  pleasure  and  the  honour  of 
handing  the  cup  down  to  posterity  as  a  heirloom,  and  as  a  memento  of  his 
good  sailing  and  his  good  ship  Surprise.  After  alluding  to  the  many  similar 
prises  which  had  been  won  by  that  gentleman,  Mr  Fletcher  said  he  trusted 
that  Mr.  Tetley  would  continue  to  %kin  cups  for  himself,  and  give  them  to  the 
club  in  his  capacity  of  treasurer.  In  conclusion,  he  said  it  was  with  very 
great  pleasure  that  he  shook  hands  with  his  worthy  brother  officer,  and  pre- 
SMited  him  with  that  very  handsome  cup.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Tetley  said  it  was  with  feelings  of  no  little  pride  that  he  attempted  to 
feply  to  the  complimentary  remarks  which  their  worthy  cupbearer  (Mr.  Flet- 
cher) had  addressed  to  him.     He  could  assure  them  that  astonishment  had 
taken  away  his  power  to  return  sufficient  thanks  for  the  compliment  that  had 
an  paid  to  him.     Under  his  owu  design  he  had  made  alterations  in  the 
rprise  which  had  improved  her  speed  so  materially  that  within  a  week  he 
d  taken  a  prize  at  Dublin,  as  well  as  one  at  Liverpool  yeBterday,(Monday) 
d  another  that  day.     He  almost  wished  he  had  courage  to  retire  from  the 
^  field,  but  he  thought  there  was  one  advantage  (that  was,  in  a  nautical 
lae)  by  introducing  every  improvement  he  saw  in  his  yachting  at  various 
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places  in  England,  and  finding  out  when  he  waa  beaten  in  what  way  his  an<- 
tagoniat  excelled  him — whether  by  rigging,  top-sails,  or  anything  else — and 
then  adopting  those  improvements,  and  by  so  doing  arriving  nearer  at  per- 
fection. He  thought  it  was  desirable  for  every  person  who  had  a  little  leisore 
to  endeavour  to  bring  any  improvement  of  this  kind  home  to  his  native  town, 
as  he  had  endeavoured  to  do,  and  he  thought  he  had  done  with  his  little  boat 
Surprise.  (Applause.)  If  he  were  to  retire  he  should  retrograde  so  much 
that  he  should  never  be  able  to  do  what  he  had  done.  It  had  been  his  denre 
that  anything  he  did  connected  with  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  should 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  marine  service  His  long  bow  and  dangerous- 
looking  hull  might  create  surprise.  He  went  out  to  sea,  and  sometimes  met 
pilot  boats  (they  all  knew  him),  and  had  a  turn  with  them.  They  called  it 
**  a  dusting  match;**  but  the  Surprise  always  won,  and  he  hoped  that  ahe 
would  show  even  the  pilots  something,  and  that  it  would  not  be  long  before 
the  pilots  had  boats  more  fit  for  the  senrice  than  tfie  present  onea  were. 
Yachting  had,  therefore,  contributed  to  his  own  happiness,  in  enabling  him 
to  introduce  improvements.  He  hoped  that  in  taking  an  interest  in  yachting 
it  was  not  for  his  own  enjoyment  only,  but  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  Uend 
it  with  utility.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Tetley  proposed  ^*The  Health  of  the  Ladiea, 
the  best  supporters  of  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club,"  observing  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  presence  of  the  ladies  who  had  honoured  them  that  day 
he  should  have  thought  very  little  of  any  price.     (Cheers.) 

This  closed  the  proceedings  on  board  the  steamer,  which  shortly  afterwarda 
landed  her  passengers  at  the  Prince's  Pier. 

Oribbin's  band  of  music  attended  the  steamer  during  the  day,  and  materi- 
ally contributed  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  company. 


ROYAL  CORK  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Thb  harbour  of  Cork  exhibited  a  &ir  display  of  yachts,  some  of  which 
had  gained  laurels  in  prior  years,  and  great  interest  was  excited  by  the 
expectation  of  the  celebrated  Mosquito  and  Cymba  being  opposed  hj 
Captaiu  Bartlett's  Glance,  which  has  already  gained  a  world-wide  fame. 
Her  match  at  Carnarvon  in  a  violent  gale  last  year,  will  never  he  forgot- 
ten by  yachtsmen.  Unfortunately  from  some  mistake  she  did  arriTe 
until   the  second  day. 

The  course  for  the  first  race  was  from  starting  buoys  opposite  th« 
olub  house,  round  the  Spit  Lighthouse,  leaving  it  on  starboard  hs 
thence  down  through  the  Man-of-War  Roads  to  a  flag-boat  moo 
six  miles  due  south  of  Roche's  Point  Light-house,  leaving  her  on 
port  hand;  thence  to  a  flag-boat  moored  six  miles  due  south  of  Rr*^ 
Point  Lighthouse,  leaving  her  on  the  port  hand:  thenoe  to  a  fla|> 
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moored  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the-  southern  hoat,  leaving  her 
also  on  the  port  hand;  and  into  the  harhour  again,  winning  between  the 
dab  battery  and  a  flag-boat  moored  opposite. 

The  first  race  July  3rd,  was  for  a  purse  of  sixty  sovereigns  for  yachts 
belonging  to  any  Royal  or  American  dub,,  exceeding  50  tons :  this  not 
committee  very  judidously  reduced  the  tonnage  for  yachts  exceeding  20 
tons,  thus  leaving  it  open  for  any  yacht  above  that  tonnage  to  enter, 
the  result  was,  the  following  appeared  at  the  starting  buoy:— - 

Numbered  a»  m  Htmfs  UmvermU  Yachl  LUt/wr  1656. 


Ho. 

TMhta'Namet, 

Hig, 

Tons,, 

Owntn, 

894 

Foam  

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

S6 
80 
60 

Major  Longfield. 
J.  C.  AtkioB,  Bsq. 
A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 

1028 

Vigilant 

697 

Mosquito    • 

The  owners  of  the  Foam  and  Vigilant  were  not  deterred  by  the 
name  of  the  Mosquito,  they  probably  feeling  convinced  she  could  not 
afford  to  allow  them  the  time,  (half  rate  of  Ackers'  Scale,)  viz:  to 
Foam  11m.  52^,  to  Vigilant  9m.  52s.,  and  the  result  showed  they 
were  correct. 

.-vt  12b.  7m.  20s.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  with  a  light  and  variable 
air  at  south-east  the  vesuds  made  an  excellent  start ;  the  Foam  was  to 
windward,  and  went  away  with  a  strong  lead,  the  Vigilant  followed,  with  the 
Mosquito  on  her  lee  beam.  The  Foam  rounded  the  Spit  Lighthouse  first, 
followed  by  the  Vigilant,  the  Mosquito  third ;  from  this  point  it  was  a  dead 
beat  to  windward  through  the  Man-ot-War  Koads  out  to  sea;  a  strong  flood 
tide  was  setting  in,  and  the  Foam  and  Vigilant  were  enabled  to  work  the 
slack  water  along  Whitegate  and  White  Bays,  which  the  Mosquito  firotn  her 
greater  draught  of  water  dare  not  attempt,  thus  it  was  that  she  was  obliged 
during  the  beat  out  to  work  over  the  strength  of  a  hot  flood ;  both  Foam  and 
Vigilant  made  a  long  tack  into  Whitegate  Hay,  went  about,  and  lay  well  down 
the  eastern  shore  in  slack  water,  and  came  out  well  to  windward  of  Mosquito; 
the  latter  vessel  made  a  board  over  to  Spike  Island,  and  in  doing  so  it  was 
eTident  to  all  that  she  had  not  wind  enough  to  enable  her  to  master  the  tide; 
however,  nothing  daunted,  she  went  at  it  but  could  not  get  a  board  to  wind- 
ward of  her  daring  little  rivals.  The  Foam  weathered  Roche's  Point  first, 
the  Vigilant  second,  and  the  Mosquito  still  in  the  third  place ;  the  wind  here 
athered  more,  and  the  first  flag  boat  off*  Daunt's  Rock  lay  dead  to  wind- 
rd  as  a  crow  could  fly ;  Foam  and  Vigilant  lay  well  to  the  eastward  on 
}  starboard  tack,  but  the  Mosquito  tacked  to  the  westward,  and  here,  we 
1  ok,  she  lost  all  chance  of  making  a  race,  her  pilot  did  it  of  course  for  the 
tt,  expecting  to  get  a  stronger  breeze  oiT  the  wes^rn  land,  but  forgetting 
i     )t  he  had  a  raging  flood  on  bis  weather  beam,  whilst  the  other  vessels 
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beading  aouth  and  east  were  banting  ap  tbrougb  and  nndeisboviflg  it 
betimes.  The  Foam  weathered  Daunt'i  Rock  flag- boat  in  beautifol  stjrle, 
and  in  one  tack  from  the  weetern  land ;  the  Vigilant  came  next  in  first-rate 
style,  but  had  to  make  a  abort  board  before  she  weathered  it;  Mosqoito  was 
third.  The  breese  had  now  westerned  a  little,  but  was  stUl  very  light,  the 
Foam  holding  her  own  in  gallant  style,  followed  by  the  Vigilant,  the  Mosqoito 
with  hardly  sufficient  of  the  motive  power  to  fill  her  canvas.  They  reached 
the  sonthem  flag,  and  half  the  course  was  accon.plished  in  tbe^fbUowing 
order  and  timea  :— 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Foam ^ *•«.  .    3    41     19  I  Mosquito  „^ ^....    3    49    19 

Vigilant 3    44      6  1 

Balloon  canvas  of  dimensions  vast,  now  sought  to  woo  the  coy  and  gentle 
zephyr,  but  no  exertions  of  crew  or  helmsman  could  bring  the  stemmost 
vesseb  up  to  the  well-handled  little  Foam.  In  the  same  position  the  Nar- 
rows were  again  seaehed,  when  quite  suddenly  the  Mosquito  appeared  to 
awake  to  her  danger,  she  shook  herself  and  prepared  for  the  last  struggle ; 
she  raced  up  to  the  Vigilant,  collared  and  passed  her,  on  to  the  Foam*s 
weather  quarter,  and — almost  a  pity,  for  it  was  too  late — went  ahead  of  her 
daring  little  rival ,  but  it  was  indeed  too  late,  no  human  skill  could  enabk 
her  to  take  her  time  off  the  fleet  clippers  which  followed  hard  in  ber  track. 
The  flag-skop  was  passed  in  the  following  order  and  times:— 

h,    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Afoaqaito  ^ 5    54    80    Vsam 5    56    31 

Vigilant 5    57    45  ( 

The  Foam  thus  came  in  the  winner,  beating  Mosquito  by  10m.  2}s. 
The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  all  parties  for  the  good  judgment  and  seaman- 
ship displayed. 

The  second  race  was  for  the  Cork  and  Passage  Railway  Prize  of  £^,  for 
yachts  of  from  Jten  to  twenty  tons,  belonging  to  members  of  royal  clubs,  or 
to  the  New  York  Tacht  Club ;  a  time  race,  half  a  minute  per  ton.  The 
following  yachts  came  to  the  starting  buoys : — 

Numbered  as  m  Hunt*$  Univenal  Yacht  Liat  for  1856. 


Mo.  I  TAcbta*  Nunes.  R}g.      |    Ton.  Owner*. 


FUrt cutter        18     Captain  U.  H  O'Bryen. 

263Dove cutter        11     Charles  Putland,  Ksq. 

WSlmp cutter        11     J.  Morrison,  Esq. 


At  a  few  minutes  before  one  o'clock  a  capital  start  was  effected,  th^  p 

leading,  closely  followed  by  the  Dove.     Shortly  after  getting  way  on,  ol  if 

the  Flirt's  crew  got  overboard,  but  Captain  O'Bryen  handling  bis  ves^  9 

his  usual  able  manner,  speedily  had  him  got  on  board,  and  was  away  a  ■ 

after  the  leading  vessels,    In  a  very  short  time  the  Flirt  went  to  the  ^  \ 
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aod  w«8  not  alUnrirds  headed.    After  A  spirited  and  well  eailed  amUli  tbej 
came  to  the  flag- ship  in  the  following  order  and  times : — 

h.    m.    ■•  I  h.    ID.    i. 

Mrt ^     6    47     19|DoTe 7      I    SO 

Imp  not  timed. 

Several  well  contested  small  boat  sailing  matches,  &c.,  together  inth  dnck 
bants,  fbr  the  paiticufars  of  which  we  cannot  find  space,  wound  op  the 
amusements  of  the  day, 

Friday,  the  4th  of  JuTy,  was  ushered  in  with  lovely  summer  weather,  and 
sHgbt  puffs  varied  the  gentle  north  and  ncn^th-^west  breeze  which  prevailed. 

A  Hooker  race  opened  the  sports,  and  then  eame  fbe  race  of  the  day, 
being  Ibr  a  purse  of  i04O,  for  yachts  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons ;  osual  con- 
ditions; a  tiBie  race,  half  rate  of  Ackers*  scale,  and  below  that  half  a  ououjle 
per  ton ;  course  same  as  Thursday,  save  that  the  yachts  went  the  contrary 
way,  taking  the  eastern  flag  boat  first.  The  following  yachts  came  to  the 
starting  buoys. 

Numbered  at  in  Hvnfs   Universal  Yticht  f Jet  for  1856. 


Ko. 


TBObtimaiaea. 


Rig. 


IHon, 


Owiivn. 


1028  Vigilant. 
894 Foam  ..... 
462  Glance.... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


SO 
33 


J.  C  Atkins,  Esq. 
Major  Longfield. 
Thomas  Bartiiett,  Esq. 


It  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  committee,  as  they  had  altered 
the  restrictions  of  the  race  on  tae  previous  day,  did  not  do  so  in  this  case 
and  allow  the  Mosquito  to  start,  as  there  wwe  many  indications  of  a 
strong  wind  outside,  and  which  freshened  as  the  day  wore  on. 

At  Ilk  dOm.,  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  the  Glance  was  away  like 
lightning  with-  a  strong  lead,  closely  followed  by  the  Foam  and  Vigilant.  A 
beaatiful  raee  took  pkice  down  the  Man  of  War  Roads,  the  Vigilaot  going 
into  die  second  place,  and  the  Glanee  increasing  her  lead  with  immense 
speed.  In  the  Narrows  the  wind  fell  light,  and  Vigilant  and  Foam  came  up 
S'Bttte,  bdt  the  Glance  catching  the  wind  again,  laid  down  to  her  work  and 
forged  away  a*head  at  a  wonderful  rUte,  leaving  the  Vigilant  and  Foam  as  fast- 
as  a  log  line  could  be  hauled.  From  this  point  she  had  it  all  her  own  way, 
and  she  was  well  up  for  the  entrance  of  the  Narrows,  when  her  competitors 
were  rounding  Daunt 's  Rock  Flag  Boat.  The  wind  beeame  very  variable* as 
she  entered  the  Narrows,  flying  about  in  poflb  from  N,N.W.  to  N.  and  N.E., 
and  then  away  back  again  to  N.  W.  Here  it  was  that  the  skill  and  seaman- 
si  •  of  Penny,  her  sailing-master,  became  the  object  of  admiration  to  every 
y  itsman  who  witnessed  it  Nbt  a  puff  or  a  brake  off*  in  the  wind  that  he 
d  not  fneet,  #6flLing  his  little  vessel  up  to  windwani'  all  the  while,  and  des- 
I^  tfte  balling  of  thewirtds,  he  kid  his  vesseT  right  nptthe  Narrawv  and 
tl  ttgb  the  MuiHif^^War  Roads  in  one  tttth,  whenenot  SMtfaer  vesasl.bat 
hi    to  make  two,  and  some  three  tacks  to  work  through. 
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The  flag-ship  was  reached  in  the  foliowiog  order  and  times  :— 

h.    in*    8.  I  h,    nu    a* 

Glance    3    32    28  { Foam 3    49    10 

Vigilant 8    48    80  I 

The  Glance  was  hailed  the  winner  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm ;  the 
manner  in  which  she  is  brought  out  by  her  spirited  owner,  and  the  style  in 
which  she  is  handled  by  Penny  deserves  success. 

Several  races  for  whale-boats,  men-of-war  gigs,  and  fonr-oared  yawls 
took  place,  and  were  warmly  contested  ;  and  sundry  duck  chases  kept 
the  promenaders  on  the  quay  in  continued  merriment. 

Saturday. — The  sports  were  opened  by  a  race,  for  a  sweepstakes  of 
£8  each,  with  £30  added  by  the  club.  The  following  came  to  the 
buoys:— 

Tfwmhered  aa  in  HtmVa  Umoenal  Yacht  Luifor  1856. 


No. 

Tacbts*  Names. 

Big. 

Ton. 

Ownert. 

168 
596 
371 

Columbhie 

Echo 

Fire  Fly 

schooner 

schooner 

cutter 

88 
64 
35 

Capt  bmith  Barry 
R.  Heard,  Esq. 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 

With  a  fresh  breeze  in  puffs,  at  a  few  minutes  before  12h.  the  starting 
gun  was  fired,  and  the  three  vessels  made  a  beautiful  start,  Columbine 
leading.  When  they  had  cleared  the  Narrows  the  breeze  freshened  at  N. 
and  N.b.W.,  and  the  Echo  began  to  forge  ahead  in  good  style ;  the  eastern 
flag  brought  the  Echo  and  Columbine  close  up,  but  the  Columbine  giving  the 
boat  a  close  shave  took  the  windmost  berth,  and  a  beautiful  race  to  wind- 
ward ensued.  After  a  hotly  contested  match  theColumbioe  again  drew 
out  from  her  antagonists,  and  the  flag-ship  was  reached  aa  follows : — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    su 

Columbhie 4    41    25    Firefly  5      1    25 

F^ho 4    49      9  1 

The  Columbine  was  declared  the  winner. 

The  Corinthian  Match  did  pot  fill. 

A  general  match  for  all  yachts  was  then  spoken  of,  but  the  committey 
finally  decided  that  a  purse  of  twenty  sovereigns  would  be  added  '""  ' 
sweepstakes  of  two  sovereigns  each^  for  cutters  the  property  of  mem 
of  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  the  second  boat  to  save  her  stak 
time  race,  half  a  minute  par  ton  over  20  tons,  45  seconds  from  iO  to 
tons,  and  one  minute  for  all  under  10  tons.  The  following  vessels  cr 
to  the  buoys:-— 


BOTAL  COBK  YAOHT  CLUB  BBaATTA. 
Numbtrtd  a$  tf»  BtuWt  Unwenal  YcuAt  Lutfw  1865. 


345 


No, 

Taohts*  NamM. 

Big. 

Ton 

Owners. 

324 

Foam 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

26 
30 
16 
11 

Major  Longfleld 
J.  C.  Atkina,  Eaq. 
Capt  H.  H.  (yBrjen,  fii^ 
Chaa.  PtttUnd,  Eaq. 

1028 

Vigilant. 

Flirt,. '.\ 

263 

Dove 

About  half  poat  12  o'clock  the  atartioig  guu  waa  fired,  and  an  excellent 
start  took  the  veaaela  away  in  a  duater,  the  little  Dove  leading  them  well ; 
as  they  neared  the  Spit  Lighthouae  the  Vigilant  and  Foam  went  to  the  front, 
Flirt  taking  third  place  \  the  race  afterwarda  lay  between  the  Vigilant  and 
Foam,  and  waa  well  and  warmly  conteated.  The  Foam,  however  would  not 
be  denied,  and  racing  up  to  the  Vigilant  in  the  Narrows  on  the  return  home, 
paaaed  her  and  waa  never  afterwarda  headed. 

They  arrived  at  the  flag-boat  in  the  following  order.— 

h.    m*    a.  I  ha    m.    a. 

Foam 5      7    68  1  FlSrt 5    32     15 

Vigilant 5     11     15  ] 

The  Dove  after  making  a  gallant  race,  carried  away  the  jawa  of  her  gafl^ 
and  waa  not  able  to  complete  the  course. 
A  race  for  yachts  not  exceeding  10  tons,  for  a  Purse  of  £10  followed. 

Numbered  at  in  Humta  Unwenal  Yaehi  List/or  1856. 


Ho. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

1247 

Zero. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

6 
6 

G.T.  Baker,  £aq. 
Admiral  Patton 

Mayfly   

251 

Djalma. 

A.  Hargrave,  Bsq. 
N.  S.  Parker,  Eaq. 

Midge ...« 

A  beautiful  race  took  place  between  these  clippers,  regular  atem  and  stern 
work,  which  terminated  as  follows  at  the  flag-ship  thus  :— 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    a* 

Mayfly  3    14     2    Djalma 8    20    30 

Zero 3     20    28  I 

The  Zero  after  paaaing  the  flag-ship  had  her  fore  sheet  to. windward,  and 
her  main-sheet  belayed,  lying-to,  when  a  hea^y  squall  struck  her,  and  *ere  a 
hand  could  touch  either  sheet,  she  waa  capsized  and  went  down  in  deep- 
water  ;  ibrtunately  several  boats  were  at  hand,  and  her  owner  Mr.  Godfrey 
B    jBty  Mr.  Perry,  and  two  handa  were  immediately  picked  up. 
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ROYAL  HARWICH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

SoBCE  half  centuTj  ago  we  remember  landing  at  Harwich,  at  the  time 
it  was  a  bustling  old  fashioned  sea  port  town,  everybody  happy  and 
prosperous^  but  now  it  is  degenerated  into  a  quiet  country  place,  cer- 
tainly improved  in  outward  appearance,  but  we  question  much  whether 
it  is  as  thriving  as  of  yore.  The  Annual  Regatta  brings  a  few  blue 
jackets  and  Guernseys,  but  we  sigh  for  the  good  old  times  when  the 
real  ^^alts"  used  to  tumble  in  thick  and  three-fold. 

As  regards  the  club  we  believe  it  is  more  flourishing  now  than  it  has 
been  for  years.  There  are  some  good  men  and  true  attached  to  it 
who  will  use  their  best  exertions  to  raise  it  if  possible. 

.  We  do  not  see  any  impediment  to  its  success,  as  they  are  sure  to  be 
supported  if  they  carry  out  their  object  with  liberality,  and  that  they 
wish  to  do  so,  the  present  regatta  b  a  proof,  although  their  efforts  were 
not  seconded  by  the  entries  of  yachts  for  the  different  matches.  In  the 
first  class  match  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  race  would  oome  off, 
as  up  to  a  short  time  before  the  closing  of  the  entries,  the  only  yachts  on 
the  list  were  the  Phantom  and  Amazon  : — the  rules  specified  that  four 
should  start  or  no  race.  Here  was  a  dilemma  that  seemed  to  doom  the 
company  attendant  to  disappointment,  and  had  not  Mr.  Spence,  (the 
Vioe-commodore  of  the  Wear  Yacht  Club)  entered  his  yacht  the  VisioD^ 
and  Mr.  Cox,  the  Minion,  not  one  yacht  match  would  have  oome  off,  as 
the  other  two  matches  did  not  fill.  Therefore,  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  public  also  are  due  to  those  gentlemen,  for  entering 
against  such  formidable  rivals — we  do  not  suppose  for  one  moment  that 
they  entertained  the  least  idea  of  winning.  The  well  known  diaracter 
of  the  yachts.  Phantom  and  Amazon,  banished  all  hopes. 

The  first  match,  first  class  yachts,  was  for  a  handsome  piece  of  plate, 
value  60  guineas,  presented  by  the  Commodore,  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq., 
for  all  yachts  irrespective  of  rig  or  tonnage,  with  a  time  allowance  of 
half-a-miniite  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  course  to  be  sailed 
was  from  the  *<  Aquiline,''  the  committee's  vessel,  out  to  sea,  eastward  to 
the  Cork  Light  vessel,  thence  round  the  Stone  Beach  Buoy,  back  through 
tixe  Harbour,  and  up  the  Stour  to  Erwarton  Ness,  back  again,  past  the 
committee's  vessel,  and  over  the  same  course,  finishing  at  the  starting- 
place.     The  following  started  : — 

Numbered  aa  m  Hunfe  Univereai  Yacht  List  far  1856. 


Na 

YaditB*  Name». 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Ownen. 

26 

cutter 

yawl 

cutter 

cutter 

48 
45 
36 

28 

A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
H.  Spenoe,  Esq. 
J.  £.  Cox,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

1039 

Vision 

683 

Miniop    ..,,... 

786 

Phantom 
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AU  being  ready  ibr  the  start  the  gun  was  fired  at  12h.  21m,,  which  was 
effected  in  first  rate  style,  the  Minion  being  the  first  to  set  all  sail  and  get 
off,  closuly  folio «ved  by  the  Amazon  and  Phantom,  the  former  taking  the  lead 
almost  immediately,  but  so  slightly,  that  she  and  the  Phantom  were  almost 
abreast,  and  rounded  Landguard  Point  within  a  few  seconds  of  each  other. 
A  capital  breeze  sprung  up  when  they  were  clearly  out  to  sea,  which  sent 
the  boats  along  at  a  clipping  speed.  The  Minion  and  Vision  made  some 
beautiful  racing  between  themselves,  but  were  so  far  astern  as  not  to  form 
the  least  part  of  the  match,  and,  after  keeping  close  quarters  during  half  the 
distance,  gave  up  at  the  first  rounding.  The  race  now  became  extremely 
exciting  between  the  Amazon  and  Phantom,  but  continuing  almost  level  with 
each  other,  and  the  crew  of  the  Phantom  straining  every  nerve  to  pass  their 
opponent,  the  others  equally  exerting  themselves  to  prevent  it,  great  credit 
is  due  to  their  sailing  captains  for  the  most  excellent  manner  in  which  they 
handled  their  craft  both  being  so  close  that  they  must  sometimes  have  had 
some  difficulty  in  preventing  a  foul.  On  they  went  still  preserving  the 
distance,  although  so  trifling  between  them,  till  the  first  time  of  rounding, 
just  before  which  the  Amazon  drew  a  little  more  in  advance  of  her  oppo- 
nent, and  they  reached  the  Committee^s  vessel  as  under : — 

h.    m.    s.  I  b.    m.    b. 

Amazon 2    30    45  |  Phantom    2    31     15 

The  Phantom  was  resolved  that  her  opponent  should  not  get  any  more  in 
advance  of  her  if  possible,  and,  a  breeze  springing  upjast  then,  by  degrees 
the  former  crept  up  to  the  latter,  and  a  neck  and- neck  race  again  followed 
for  the  next  few  minutes,  then  the  Amazon  began  to  leave  her  opponent,  and 
for  the  first  time  during  the  race,  a  large  gap  soon  became  perceptible  be- 
tween the  competing  vessels,  and  on  coming  through  the  harbour  a  second 
time,  the  Amazon  was  leading  by  nearly  fi?e  minutes.  The  interest,  however, 
was  still  kept  up,  as  she  had  to  allow  the  Phantom  that  time  for  difference 
of  tonnage  ;  but  all  her  endeavours  were  of  no  use,  for  in  beating  up  the 
Stour  she  carried  away  her  top-sail  yard.  Although  this  did  not  hinder  her 
much,  as  she  soon  had  up  another,  still  it  gave  the  Phantom  some  advantage, 
which  her  smallness  helped  to  increase.  From  this  point  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  race  she  shortened  the  distance  between  them,  and  at  length  came  up 
to  her  opponent.  It  was  then  a  struggle  between  them  to  near  the  finish, 
when  the  Phantom  got  a  little  in  advance,  and  the  race  concluded  as  under: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Phantom   6      0    45  |  Amazon 6      1      0 

The  Phantom  thus  winning,  amidst  hearty  cheers,  by  5m.  I5s.,  including 
her  allowance  of  half<a-minute  per  ton. 

Immediately  after  the  race,  Mr.  Young  went  on  board  the  committee's 
vessel,  and  protested  against  the  Phantom.  His  reason  for  doing  so  was 
that  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that  the  Phantom  must  have  shifted  her 
faallasty  (and  consequently  broken  regulation  4,)  as  she  was  able  to  carry 
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her  top-sail  at  sea,  the  Amazon  being  unable  to  ^  so.  The  muttet  was 
consequently  left  for  the  decision  of  the  committee,  who  finding  there 
was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  such  an  imputation,  eventually  awarded 
the  prize  to  Mr,  Lane. 

The  next  race  on  the  list  was  for  a  Cup,  value  thirty  guineas,  given 
by  the  club,  to  be  sailed  for  by  the  large  class  yachts  of  the  Royal  Har- 
wich Yacht  Club,  which,  however,  unfortunately  did  not  fill^  and  this 
was  to  have  been  succeeded  by  a  race  for  a  cup,  value  ten  guineas  given 
by  the  club;  to  be  sailed  for  by  its  smaller  yachts,  which  shared  the 
same  fiite  as  its  predecessor. 

A  race  for  ten  guineas  given  by  the  Vice-Commodore,  was  the  next 
object  of  interest  on  the  list;  to  be  sailed  for  by  smacks  employed  in  the 
stone  dredging  trade  off  Harwich.  First  prize,  five  guineas  ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas;  third  prize,  two  guineas.     The  following  started: — 


Ovnen. 

1  Ranger  Messrs.  Crane 

2  Unity „    King 

3  Seven  Brothers „    Corby 

4  Somerset    „    Fenner 

5  Pertly „    Norman 

6  Victor « ,,    Baison 


The  course  was  firom  the  committee's  vessel  to  the  Cork  Light-vessel 
thence  round  the  Stone  Beach  Buoy,  returning  through  the  Harbour 
and  up  the  Stour  to  Erwarton  Ness,  and  back  to  the  o(Mnmittee's  vesad. 

At  ]2h.  56m.  a  capital  start  took  place,  and  the  Seven  Brothers,  Pertly 
and  Victor  went  off  together,  waited  upon  closely  by  the  other  three.  Ban- 
ger heading  the  second  division.  In  a  little  while  the  Banger  walked  past 
the  others  and  ensconced  herself  in  the  first  place,  and  never  lost  her  ground. 
The  Victor,  after  a  good  race,  became  second,  and  the  Brothers,  and  Pertly 
gave  place  to  Unity,  who  came  in  third,  after  having  had  a  struggle  with 
Victor  for  8e<^nd  place,  but  not  being  able  to  pass  her.  The  following  waa 
the  finishing  time: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m«    a. 

Rsnger  4    55      0    Unity 5    U    30 

Victor    5      9      o| 

A  race  for  Sprit-sail  barges  for  five  guineas,  given  by  Sir  Gc  e 

Brooke,  Bart.     This  race  is  almost  of  a  novel  character  having  a 

introduced  into  the  regatta  at  Harwich  a  few  years  since,  but  not  hav  ^ 

been  paid  much  attention  to  of   late.     The  kindness  of  Sir  Geo:  e 

Brooke  this  year  enabled  the  Committee  to  renew  this  descripdor  tf 
race.     The  following  three  only  started,  viz: — 
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StiUlonB. 

Boatt. 

Owners. 

1 

Levanter .*.. 

2 

Alacer 

„    J.  GalL 

3 

Bapid 

„    J.  WattB,  Junr. 

The  start  was  eyen,  and  they  were  together  for  a  little  time,  then  the 
Alacer  took  the  lead,  and  never  loat  it,  winning  the  race  hy  a  considerable 
distance.  The  Rapid  belied  her  name,  and  was  passed  by  the  Levanter,  who 
came  in  second. 

This  was  suooeeded  by  three  yery  capitally  contested  rowing  matches, 
which  gave  considerable  gratification  to  the  company  assembled. 

The  dinner  took  place  at  the  Glub  House  (the  White  Hart  Inn)  and  was 
served  by  Mr.  Dickeson  in  very  bountifol  style.  A,  Arcedeckne,  Esq.,  the 
Commodore,  was  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  the  Vice-Commodore,  J.  Cardinall, 
Ksq^  at  the  opposite  end.    They  were  supported  by  a  numerous  company. 

After  drinking  the  nsual  loyal  toasts  the  time  arrived  for  presenting  the  pHite, 
when,  of  course,  the  question  as  to  the  fairness  of  the  match  was  again  brought 
under  discussion. 

Mr.  Young  repeated  his  conviction  that  the  Phantom  could  not  have  earned 
her  topsail  longer  than  the  Amason  without  shifting  her  ballast,  and  complained 
that  his  proposition  to  exchange  a  man  during  the  match  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  against  anything  of  the  kind  on  either  side  had  not  been  accepted  by 
Mr.  Lane,  the  inference  from  which  could  hardly  be  satisfactory.  He  suggested 
that  the  matter  should  be  investigated  next  morning  by  the  Committee,  and,  if 
neoessaiy,  the  whole  of  the  Phantom's  crew  examined. 

Several  gentlemen  protested  against  the  principle  of  calling  a  crew  to  confirm 
or  contradict  the  statement  of  their  owner  ;  Mr.  Lane  said  he  should  certainly 
decline  to  receive  the  prize  if  such  an  imputation  were  cast  upon  his  character 
as  a  gentleman. 

The  Committee  unanimously  expressed  their  belief  that  the  match  had  been 
honourably  contested  on  both  sides ;  the  Commodore  said  he  would  allow  half 
an  hour  for  Mr.  Toung  to  produce  his  prooft,  failing  which  the  plate  must  be 
awarded. 

Mr.  Yomig  would  candidly  admit  that  he  had  no  proofs  ;  all  he  wished  was 
thai  the  Committee  should  investigate  the  matter. 

Mr.  Qoodson  suggested  that  as  the  accusation  was  not  supported  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  ask  Mr.  Lane  upon  his  word  of  honour  if  he  did  not  shift  any 
ballast? 

Mr.  Lane, — "I  answer  decidedly  no." — [cheers.] 

Mr.  Young  said  he  did  not  impute  the  act  to  Mr.  Lane  personally,  and  if  he 
would  say  that  neither  himself  nor  his  crew  shifted  ballast,  he  would  withdraw 

is  protest  [cheers.] 

Mr.  Lane. — *'  I  do  say  so,  most  solemnly." 

Mr.  Young. — "  Then  I  withdraw  my  protest." 

The  Commodore  proceeded  to  present  the  plate  to  Mr.  Lane. 

Mr.  Young  said  last  year  Mr.  Lane  was  the  first  to  congratulate  him  upon 

lining  the  cup,  and  he  now  most  heartily  returned  those  congratulations. 

Mr.  Jjoae  in  returning  thanks  for  the  prize,  expressed  his  belief  that  a  fairer 
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match  was  nerer  sailed  ;  and  the  result  merely  confirmed  what  he  had  pre- 
Tiously  told  Mr.  Young,—*'  that  the  Phantom  was  12  per  cent  faster  since  her 
alteration  than  she  was  before,  and  that  in  moderate  weather  he  did  not  beUere 
the  Amazon  could  sail  with  her."  He  should  value  the  prize  more  highly  fWnn 
its  being  the  gift  of  his  old  friend  Mr.  Arcedeckne  ;  and  if  he  should  sail  in  a 
similar  match  next  year,  he  hoped  there  would  not  be  the  same  difficulty 
about  it." 

Others  toasts  followed,  and  the  harmony  of  the  eyening  was  kept  up  to  a 
late  hour. 


ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  second  match  of  the  season  of  this  club  was  held  on  the  12th  of 
July,  the  prizes  offered  were  for  small  yachts,  and  which  generally  afford 
far  more  amusement  to  the  "  Nauticals,''  than  crafts  of  a  larger  tonnage. 
The  entries  were  not  so  numerous  as  expected,  but  they  consisted  of 
vessels  that  had  been  more  than  onoe  hailed  as  winners,  and  consequently 
"  wind  permitting  *'  a  good  match  was  anticipated. 

The  prizes  were  20  sovereigns  for  the  first  yacht,  and  6  sovereigns  for 
the  second,  not  to  exceed  10  tons.  One  minute  per  ton  to  be  allowed 
for  difference  of  tonnage.     All  yachts  to  belong  to  members  of  the  club. 

The  course  was  from  Erith  round  the  Flag-buoy  at  Coal-house  Point, 
and  back  to  Greenwich. 

The  following  were  at  their  moorings  :~ 

Nitmbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

Yacht's  Names 

Rig 

Tons 

Owners 

1037 

Violet 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

10 

7 
8 
8 

J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq. 
P.  Turner.  Esq. 
J.  Fradgley,  Esq. 
E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq. 

546 

JuUa   

981 
607j 

Valentine   

Little  Mosquito 

The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  12h.  20m.  30s.,  they  got  away  easily 
the  wind  being  fresh  at  S.W.,  the  Little  Mosquito  with  the  lead,  the 
Valentine,  second,  the  Julia  third,  with  a  jib-headed  topsail,  the  Violet 
bringing  up  the  rear.     The  Violet  soon  after  set  a  square  top -sail,  and 
took  the  lead  from  Julia.     In  this  order  they  passed  Green hithe,  b 
before  reaching  Gray's  the  Violet  had  overhauled  and  passed  the  Valei 
tine,  lowering  her  top-sail,  and  succeeded  in  passing  the  Mosquito.     Tl 
Julia  also  took  in  her  top-sail,  the  wind  blowing  strong,  she  had  the  mi 
fortune  to  carry  away  the  jaws  of  her  gaff,  and  was  obliged  to  lower  h 
mainsail,  until  a  temporary  repair  was  effected  when  it  was  again  hobt 
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wiih  a  reef  in  it     This  threw  the  Julia  macb  astern,  and  the  steamer 

was  eased  to  allow  her  to  pass.     After  repairing  her  mishap,  she  forged 

ahead  surprisingly,  nearly  hurying  herself  in  the  water.     She  caught  a 

firesher  off  Tilbury  railway,  which  her  opponents  missed,  yet  she  could 

not  gain  her  place.     Down  Grayesend  Reach  they  flew  with  every 

effort  to  pass  each  other ;  and  they  rounded  the  buoy  thus  : — 

h.    m.    8.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Vicdet 1    48    10 1  Valentine 1    43    25 

little  Mosquito    1    43    20 1  Julia 1    47      0 

It  will  be  seen  the  three  first  rounded  within  15  seconds,  the  Violet 
slipping  ahead  easily,  but  the  Little  Mosquito  and  Valentine  were 
not  so  fortunate.  In  rounding  the  buoy  the  Little  Mosquito  took  a 
good  sweep  ;  the  Valentine  on  the  contrary  bore  down  for  the  buoy,  and 
thus  it  appears  got  entangled  with  the  former,  her  bows  first  striking 
the  Little  Mosquito  in  the  quarter,  and  doing  some  damage.  The  latter 
hoisted  a  protest,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  Commodore.  After  this 
they  reached  away  for  the  north  shore  ;  and  in  a  tack  or  two  the  wind 
again  blew  strong,  and  the  Little  Mosquite  more  so  than  her  competitors 
heeled  over  to  the  blast  in  a  fearful  manner,  and  we  believe  she  shipped 
a  deal  of  water.  She  lowered  her  foresail,  and  reefed  her  mainsail,  when 
having  made  all  right  again  she  set  down  to  her  work  in  earnest.  The 
Violet  and  Valentine  during  this  time  were  ploughing  ahead,  and  a  con- 
riderable  distance  too.  In  Gravesend  Reach  the  Little  Mosquito  came 
up  to  Julia  and  challenged  her  for  third  place,  and  this  was  considered 
to  be  the  best  feature  of  the  match,  as  they  had  alternately  had  the 
lead,  and  the  match,  after  a  sharp  contest,  ended  thus  :•— 

h. 

Violet    6 

Valentine 5 

The  Violet  was  declared  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  with  several 
minutes  to  spare,  and  Commodore  Goodson  presented  the  first  prize 
to  Mr.  Kirby  ;  the  second  was  withheld,  until  the  sailing  committee 
should  decide  on  the  protest  entered  against  the  Valentine. 


m.    8. 

25    50    Julia  

h.    m.    B. 

..     5    45    50 

34    15    Little  Mosquito  ... 

..    5    48     10 

ISLE  OF  MAN  REGATTA,  DOUGLAS  BAY. 

Fbe  Royal  Westerns  of  Ireland,  again  came  forwsrd  to  assist  the  inhab- 
tants  of  this  Isle  to  carry  out  successfully  the  regatta,  and  as  last  year 
their  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success.  The  immense  flotilla  of 
fraohts  that  usually  attend  was  on  this  occasion  joined  by  the  iron  wonder, 
lie  Mosquito,  and  two  or  three  new  yachts. 
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The  fixtt  day  wai  appointed  for  the  17th  of  July,  but 

*'  Fierce  and  more  fierce  the  gathering  tempest  grew. 
South  and  by  wett  the  tlireatening  demon  blew** 

The  mom  of  the  18th  opened  with  a  brilliant  sun,  and  the  gale 
having  subsided,  a  splendid  day's  recreation  was  anticipated. 

The  first  prize  was  the  Isle  of  Man  Cup  value  fifty  sovereigns,  open 
to  all  yachts.  A  time  race,  26  seconds  up  to  40  tons,  and  15  secooda 
beyond  that  tonnage.     The  following  started: — 

Ntmbered  as  m  Hvnfa  Uniwersal  Yacht  Utujor  1856, 


No. 

697 
859 
425 
189 
738 
14 


Yacht's  Namn, 


Rig. 


Ton 


Owners. 


Mosquita.... 

Scud 

Qauntlett..., 

Coralie, 

Odalique  .... 
Albert 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
W.  fiouldsworth*  Esq. 
J.  Holdsworth,  Esq. 
A.  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 
M'Curdy,  Esq. 
J.  Hamer^Esq. 


At  llh.  49m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  with  a  spanking  breeze  at 
north-west,  the  Mosquito  took  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Scud,  and  for  a 
short  time  ran  her  formidable  competitor  beam  and  beam.  During  this  time 
the  Coralie  was  making  tracks  to  leeward  cyf  both,  and  taking  up  the  nmning 
of  the  Scud,  pressed  the  Mosquito  for  the  first  flag  boat ;  the  Gauntlet  and 
Odalique  came  out  close  upon  the  leading  vessels,  but  the  Mosquito  again 
went  in  (ront,  and  challenged  to  win,  which  was  as  promptly  responded  ta 
by  the  Coralie«  who  went  into  the  second  place ;  the  Gauntlet  having  over* 
hauled  the  Scud,  and  went  into  the  third  place.  The  latter  vessel,  nothing 
daunted  by  the  superior  tonnage  of  her  larger  rivals,  went  to  work  with  a 
will,  and  sailed  game  from  the  start  to  the  finish  ;  the  Odalique  showed  aU 
the  speed  which  so  particularly  distinguished  her  at  Kingstown,  but  as  in 
the  numberless  instances  of  former  years,  a  schooner  against  cutters  is  over* 
matched.  In  the  above  order  the  vessels  reached  in  towards  the  land,  the 
Mosquito  steadily  increasing  her  lead.  Upon  reaching  the  third  flag  boat, 
under  the  head  of  Banks  How,  the  Mosquito  laid  a  fine  tack  in  for  the  land, 
closely  followed  by  the  well  handled  Coralie ,  the  Gauntlet  and  Scud  went 
about  shortly  after  rounding  the  boat  and  bore  away  for  the  starboard,  and 
although  she  got  the  stronger  tide  outside,  yet  the  weight  of  sea  told  against 
ber.  Meanwhile  the  Mosquito  and  Coralie  were  turning  up  to  windward, 
and  the  Odalique  steadily  and  well  handled  was  doing  her  best.  Mosqu'*- 
began  to  leave  her  persevering  antagonists  hand-over-hand. 

The  flag-ship  was  passed  in  the  first  round  as  follows : — 

h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito 12  42  30 

CoraUe 12  49  0 

Gauntlet 12  51  0 


h.    m« 

Scud 12    65 

Odalique IS    55 
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On  the  run  out  before  the  wind  the  Gauntlet  forged  along  in  grand  style 
bat  it  was  evident  that  the  Coralie  and  Mosquito  were  taking  off  her  the 
time  she  had  held  so  well  whilst  on  a  wind;  the  balloon  cauTas  told  every 
inch,  and  the  Mosquito  flew  ahead  rapidly. 

The  Scud  now  engaged  the  Odalique,  and  as  pretty  a  match  ensued  be- 
tween them  as  could  be  witnessed.  Notwithstanding  all  the  offorts  of  the 
schooner  she  could  not  shake  off  the  determined  little  Scotch  clipper,  and 
many  a  hearty  laugh  passed  between  the  crews,  when  just  as  the  schooner 
was  creeping  slyly  away,  her  wary  antagonist  would  range  up  on  her  quarter 
as  fresh  as  ever :  however  power  must  be  served,  and  she  at  length  suc- 
ceeded. 

The  flag-ship  was  reached  in  the  following  order  and  time. — 

h.  m.  s.  h.  m.  s. 

Mosquito 2  21  10  Odalisque 2  56  30 

Coralie 2  37      0  Scud 2  67  30 

Gauntlet 2  42      0 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Mosquito  won  her  cup  well.  She  was 
received  as  winner  with  enthusiastic  plaudits,  and  by  none  with  more 
than  her  high  spirited  antagonists,  who  thus  with  the  spirit  that  charac- 
terises the  St  George's  Channel  Yachtsmen,  welcomed  their  southern 
brethren  to  their  well  won  prize.  Several  well-contested  rowing  matches 
ensued >  which  afforded  much  sport  to  the  numerous  spectators  on  the 
Head. 

The  regatta  ball  was  held  in  the  evening,  at  the  Castle  Mona,  under 
the  auspices  and  management  of  the  royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ire- 
land. The  splendid  suite  of  apartments  were  brilliantly  illuminated, 
and  perfumed  with  rich  flowers.  The  very  tine  string  band,  retained  for 
the  occasion,  occupied  the  orchestra,  and  their  excellent  performance, 
tended  not  a  little  to  the  enjoyments  of  the  evening.  There  was  a  large 
and  £EishionabIe  attendance,  including  nearly  all  the  royal  yachtsmen 
yrho  attended  the  regatta  ;  the  refreshments,  and  the  supper,  wines,  &o., 
were  such  as  to  increase  were  it  possible  to  do  so,  the  high  reputation 
enjoyed  by  the  worthy  hostess  of  the  Castle  Mona,  Mrs.  Heron. 

The  second  day,  Friday  19th  dawned  with  "a  strong  nor'-wester- 
blowing,*'  nevertheless  when  the  drowsy  sleepers  after  twirling  in  the 
mazy  dance,  peeped  forth,  a  lovely  morn  cheered  their  languid  spirits  ; 
and  in  groups  they  hastened  to  the  heights  of  Douglas  Head,  where  the 
'^^rains  of  music  so(m  enabled  them  to  enjoy  the  nautical  sports. 

For  the  first  match   was  the  Isle  of  Man  Welcome  Cup,  value, 60 

vereigns,  time  race,  same  conditions  as  previous  day. 
For  this  race  the  following  started  : — 


MO.  8. — VOL,  V. 


3  A 
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Numbered  oi  m  Hwni*a  Univenal  Yacht  LUtfor  1856. 


Mo 


TMbta'  Kamw 


Rig 

Toot 

cutter 

6 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

16 

cutter 

42 

Owner. 


Fairy  

Three  Swan« . 

)Coralie , 

14  Albert ;. 

738  Odalique , 


189 


I 


Captain  Whittle. 
Lord  Galway. 
A.  R  Bryne,  Esq. 
John  Hamer,  Esq. 
J.  M*Curdy,  Esq, 


At  12h.  44m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  all  the  vessels  went  away 
together,  there  was  a  fresh  breeze  at  north-west  and  westerly.  The  Three 
Swans  is  a  new  vessel,  built  by  Marshall,  of  Ringsend ;  this  was  her  maiden- 
race,  and  we  have  little  doubt  that  when  her  proper  trim  shall  have  been 
fbund,  she  will  fully  sustain  the  reputation  of  her  builder.  The  Coralie 
was  the  fevorite  at  any  odds,  although  the  swift  Odalique  had  many  admir- 
ers. It  was  very  beautiful  for  the  first  three -parts  of  the  course,  the  Oda- 
lique making  a  splendid  race  of  it,  and  holding  second  berth  for  a  long  time 
in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  Three  Swans  to  wrest  it  from  her.  The 
fiag-ship  was  passed  in  the  first  round  of  the  course  as  follows:— 

h.    m.'  8.  [  h.    m.    s. 

Ck)ralie l    53      0    Odalique 1    58      O 

Three  Swans i    57      o| 

The  Fairy  gave  up  the  race.  From  this  point  of  the  race  the  Coralie  left 
her  pursuers  rapidly,  but  when  they  again  reached  the  sea-way  the  Odalique 
^w  up  smartly  on  the  Three  Swans,  and  began  to  forge  ahead  in  a  style 
that  threatened  the  laurels  of  the  fleet  Coralie.  As  they  neared  the  Dorthera 
fiag  a  heavy  puff  laid  them  down  to  their  work,  and  a  regular  stem  and  steni 
struggle  took  place  between  the  schooner  and  her  no  less  fleet  rival.  The 
power  of  the  Odalique  was  beginning  to  tell,  when  another  puff  struck  the 
Three  Swans,  she  careened  heavily,  her  topmast  bent  like  a  willow  wand, 
there  was  a^  heavy  crash,  and  the  wild  shout  of  men  in  their  extremity;  the 
next  moment  she  lay  a  dismasted  helpless  hull.  The  owner  of  the  Odalique, 
with  that  promptitude  and  courtesy  which  distinguishes  every  true  yachts- 
man, immediately  abandoned  the  chance,  which  was  almost  within  his  gvaap, 
ordered  the  helm  up  at  once,  and  bore  down  to  the  assistance  of  the  disabled 
cutter,  which  he  took  in  tow  in  the  most  masterly  manner,  and  brought  her 
safely  into  Douglas  Harbour.  The  Coralie  rounded  the  flag-ship  at  3h.  58m. 
15s.,  and  was  heartily  cheered,  for,  independent  of  the  accident  which  took 
two  of  her  competitors  out  of  the  race  at  the  last  moment,  she  had  won  it 
well,  having  more  than  her  time  allowance  to  spare ;  her  owner,  Mr.  Byrne, 
richly  deserves  success,  for  no  matter  what  regatta  he  goes  to,  or  v  : 
vessels  are  matched  against  him,  he  sails  to  make  sport,  in  the  true  spin  T 
a  jrachtsman,  and,  though  he  be  10  seconds  or  10  miles  astern,  he  sail-  \ 
vessel  game  to  the  last. 

A  sweepstakes  of  one  sovereign  each,  with  fifteen  added  by  the  <* 
mittee  brought  a  nice  little  entry  to  the  buoys,  under  20  tons^  ti 
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Numbered  as  in  Hunfs  Vniveraed  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


Ko. 

Yacht's  Names 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Ownsrs. 

Nelly 

catter 
cutter 
cutter 

15       |.T    Palov    Jfmtt 

859 

Scud 

15 
IS 

W.  Houldsworth,  Rflq. 
Capt.  Iremonger 

860 

Scud 

At  lb.  27m.  a  very  pretty  start  was  effected,  the  Scud  (W.  Hould worth, 
Esq.,}  taking  the  lead,  closely  followed  by  Capt.  Iremonger  and  the  Nelly. 
Mr.  Houldsworth,  however,  speedily  drew  out,  and  ran  a  very  fast  lead  all 
round  the  course. 

The  flag- ship  was  reached  in  the  following  order  and  times  : — 

Scud W.  Houldsworth,  Esq.      5     11     5 

Scud Captain  Iremonger  5    27    0 

The  Nelly  not  placed. 

The  rowing  tnattchefi  were,  as  on  the  previous  day,  n^t  excellent 
and  hotly  contested. 

The  regatta  dinner  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Douglas,  at  7 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  about  40  yachtsmen  sat  down  to  a  sump- 
tnoos  entertainment,  provided  by  the  hostess.  E.  Caryl  Fleetwood,  Esq. 
discharged  the  duties  of  chairman  with  great  ability  ;  the  vice-ohair  was 
filled  by  William  Cooper,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club.  The  evening  was  wound  up  by  a  magnificent  display  of  firewoiks 
frona  St;  Mary's  Tower  on  the  Conister  Rock  :  the  coloured  lights  and 
flights  of  rockets  revealed  a  sight  of  rare  and  brilliant  beauty  jand 
scarcely  had  the  fireworks  ceased  upon  the  rock,  when  Vice-commodore, 
Houldsworth,  brought  the  resources  of  his  fine  yacht,  the  Gauntlet  into 
operation,  and  delighted  the  numerous  spectators  with  a  very  beautiful 
display  of  blue  lights,  rockets,  and  roman  candles*. 

There  was  but  one  subject  of  regret  to  mar  the  entire  success  of  this 
regatta,  and  that  was  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  high*spirited 
Commodore — Henry  Bridson,  Esq. — who,  together  with  his  family,  was 
precluded  from  taking  any  active  part,  by  the  unezpective  and  perma- 
tare  demise  of  a  near  and  dear  relative,  although  his  fine  yacht,  the 
Nimrod,  was  placed  at  the  dispoaal  of  the  club  ap  flag-ship.  Connected 
through  family  ties  for  centuries  past  with  the  Isle  of  Man,  Mr.  Bridson 
has  upon  no  occasion  neglected  its  interests  when  the  opportunity  was 
a^orded  him ;  and  to  him  solely  may  be  attributed  the  revival  of  the 
a  aatic  festivals,  which,  in  former  times  rendered  the  island  famous,  and 
c    t  only  contributed  to  the  pleasure  but  to  the  trade  of  its  inhabitants. 

lie  festivities  ware  concluded  on  Saturday,  by  the  members  of  the 
I  ^al  Western  and  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Clubs  entertaining  the  ladies 
G    Douglas,  to  a  pic-nic  and  ball. 
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BIRKENHEAD   MODEL   YACHT  CLUB  MATCH  FOR  THE 
CHALLENGE  CUP. 

The  second  match  for  the  season  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht 
Club  came  off  on  Saturday,  July  26th,  and  was  ever^'thing  which  could 
satisfy  the  lovers  of  this  national  sport,  and  gratify  those  who  desire  its 
promotion.  The  *'  Britannia^'  steamer  was  engaged  to  accompany  the 
yachts  ;  and,  although  the  rain  which  fell  so  plentifully  in  the  forenoon 
no  doubt  deterred  many,  especially  the  ladies,  from  venturing  on  the 
water,  the  whole  afternoon  continued  dry  and  clear,  with  a  warm  sun- 
shine, rewarding  those  more  adventurous  fair  who,  in  equal  proportions 
to  the  hardier  sex,  followed  with  anxious  interest  the  varied  incidents  of 
the  competitors.  There  was  an  excellent  <* brass  band"  on  board,  which 
throughout  the  voyage  played  a  succession  of  the  newest  and  most 
favourite  airs,  polkas,  and  valses.  Some  of  the  younger  and  gayer  of 
the  pleasure-seeking  company  happily  availed  themselves  of  this  to  enjoy 
the  gaiety  of  the  dance. 

The  prize  was  a  very  handsome  fruit-basket,  having  all  round  a  richly 
chased  and  elegant  wreath  of  cornflowers,  interspersed  with  leaves  ;  the 
wheat  ears  in  frosted  silver.  These  were  supported  upon  trellis  work» 
and  the  bowl  was  highly  burnished.  The  plate  is  the  manufacture  of 
Mr.  Dismore,  jeweller  and  silversmith.  Bold-street,  and  did  credit  to  his 
house.  The  value  of  the  article  was  £24,  although  named  as  £20,  the 
difference  having  been  contributed  by  a  few  of  the  principal  members  o£ 
the  club. 

The  yachts  having  taken  their  ground  in  beautiful  trim,  the  Vioe- 
commodore,  Capt.  Watkins,  who  was  president  for  the  day,  (in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Commodore,  Mr.  E.  Haigh,  indisposed,)  and  the  Hon-sec, 
Mr.  William  Scott,  gave  the  signal  to  prepare,  and  at  2h.  14m.  a  gun  from 
the  '<  Britannia''  rang  out  the  order  to  sail — and  away  they  went  with 
a  precision  and  activity  not  less  picturesque  than  admirable. 

The  following  was  the  stated  course  and  the  yachts  which  were  en- 
tered, all  of  which  which  proceeded  on  their  generous  contest : 

The  course  was  from  Birkenhaaa  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  of  Ektst- 
ham,  thence  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  ofif  the  Dingle,  back  round  the 
Eastham  flag- boat,  thence  back  round  the  Dingle  flag-boat^  returr--*-; 
direct  to  Birkenhead  Ferry,  passing  between  the  shore  and  fiag-1  t 
moored  off  the  club-house,  leaving  the  last-mentioned  flag-boat  on  r 
board  hand.     All  other  marks  and  flag-boats  to  be  left  on  the  port  h 

Time— One  minute  per  ton  over  five  tons.  One  and  a  half  ipi»  » 
nnder. 
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Tachto'  Names. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

Electric. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

;4 

H 
H 
«4 

T.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 

White  Squall 

Spirit 

W.  G  Sutherby,  Esq. 
H.  W.  Wilson,  Esq. 

Spray 

A.  Bower,  Esq. 

Phantom..... 

D.  Morrison,  Esq. 

Maud 

St.  Clair  J.  Byrne,  Esq* 

Flirt, 

W.  C.  Wrenshall,  Esq. 

Glide. 

T.  Wilkin8on,  Esq, 

Zephyr 

T.  H.  Bower,  Esq. 

In  beautiful  array  the  little  crafl  started  on  their  course,  the  Spray  which 
ran  out  towards  the  Lancashire  shore,  and  fully  in  mid-stream,  feeling  the 
wind  first,  and  running  ahead  hand  over  hand.  The  Glide  was  next,  and  the 
others  well  together.  The  lighter  boats  were  nearest  in  shore.  The  route 
to  Eaatham  was  very  slowly  performed,  the  breeze  being  light  throughout 
and  somewhat  baffling,  but  the  tide  was  running  up,  and  the  lot  soon  began 
to  "tail."  The  Spray  kept  on  her  lead,  with  the  Glide,  Maud  and  Electric 
well  up,  and  Eastham  flag-ship  was  passed  in  the  following  time :  — 

h.  m.  s. 

Phantom 2  48  30 

White  Squall, 2  49  30 

Flirt 2  50  6 

Spirit. 2  61  20 


h.    m.  s. 

2     44  40 

45  30 

46  5 


Spray , 

Glide 2 

Maud 2 

Electric 2    46    20 

Zephyr 2    47    20 

Soon  after  rounding  at  Eastham  Spray  took  the  shore^  and  while  in  this  con- 
dition was  passed  by  the  Glide,  and  the  next  two  pressed  on ;  but  'ere  they 
could  follow  suit,  the  Spray  was  off  and  after  the  Glide,  Maud  and  Electric 
next,  and  all  weU  together.  Much  skill  and  good  sailing  were  now  needed 
to  round  the  boat  moored  under  the  Dingle,  which  was  the  next  turning 
point,  for  the  wind  had  much  westing,  and  the  tide  was  then  running  strong. 
At  length  the  Maud  sailed  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  as  judicious  a  yachtsman  as  hails 
from  this  port,  shot  past,  and  the  Messrs  Wilkinson  soon  followed. 

The  following  is  the  order  and  time  at  this  point  :^ 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

3faud 3    48    40    Spray 8    69    40 

GUde 3    60     10  I  Phantom 3    69      0 

Slectric 3     50     50  | 

The  latter  yacht  was  timed,  because  the  chances  of  the  day  might  favour 

ber ;  the  others  were  then  deemed  "out  of  the  race.'*    The  following  were 

the  time  and  order  at  Eastham  on  the  second  round  : — 

h.  m.  8.  I                                               h.  m.  s. 

4  6       2  I  Spray. 4  9  58 

4  7     25  I  Phantom 4  16  3 

ectric 4  8  18  | 

This  point  at  Eastham  was  destined  to  balk  a  second  in  this  contest,  for, 
on  after  rounding,  the  Maud,  then  going  free,  took  the  shore,  and  remained 
^t  until  everything  in  the  race  had  passed,  save  we  believe,  the  Phantom. 
16  next  rounding  of  the  Dingle  flag  was  effected  as  follows : — 


''and., 
ide. 
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h.    m.    8.  I  b.    m.    s. 

Glide 5      4      0  1  Maud 6      5      46 

The  Electric  followed  quickly,  Spray  and  Pbantom  not  far  behind  ;  but,  as 
the  run  now  was  home,  it  was  supposed  that  the  Glide  was  the  winning  boat. 
This,  however,  proved  not  to  be  a  fact  realized,  for  the  Glide  hugging  too 
closely  the  Lancashire  shore  (in  which  course  the  \f  aud  followed),  lost  her 
foremost  ground,  and  the  Electric,  coming  home  more  directly,  reached  the 
Light-ship  first,  and  came  in  an  easy  winner.  The  gun  from  the  Vice- 
commodore*s  position  announced  the  arrival  of  the  first  two  as  foUowst-^ 

h.    m.    s.   I                                              b.    BU    fl. 
Electric 5    46    40  |  Glide 5    47     S 

The  other  three,  we  need  not  say,  were  well  up.  The  Phantom  in  running 
along  shore,  after  passing  the  Dingle  a  second  time,  gained  rapidly  on  her 
rivals,  but  unhappily  missed  stays  in  tacking,  just  under  Blair's  ship-building 
yard,  and  her  chance  was  over.  Maud  never  gave  up  the  struggle.  Spray 
could  not  retrieve. 

The  race  having  concluded,  the  successful  Electric  and  her  tight  oom- 
petitor,  the  Glide,  drew  along  the  Britannia,  and  the  Messrs.  Wilkinson, 
junr.,  stepped  on  board,  and  were  loudly  cheered  by  the  company  in  the 
steamer,  their  immediate  friends  welcoming  them  with  a  seaman's  grasp. 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  senr.,  who  sailed  the  Glide,  and  who  was  thus  worsted 
by  his  sons,  came  next,  and  was  also  received  with  loud  greetings.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  present  now  collected 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  the  Vice-commodore  and  Honorary  Secretary 
appeared  in  the  midst,  the  latter  bearing  the  piece  of  place,  the  prize  of 
the  contest.  Mr.  Soott  haying  handed  the  plate  to  the  former,  ste|^ed 
forward,  and  introduced  Mr.  John  Wilkinson  to  the  Vice-commodore  as 
the  winner  of  the  piece  of  plate. 

Captain  Watkinson  then,  holding  in  his  hand  the  prize,  said  **  It  gives 
me  great  pleasure,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  to  hand  this  prize.  I  give  this  prize 
to  the  son,  because  the  son  has  beaten  the  father.  His  boat  was  the 
fastest  boat  in  the  race^  and,  I  believe,  the  fastest  boat  in  the  Mersey 
to-day.  The  boats  were  good  boats,  and  the  match  was  well  sailed 
throughout.  I  have  now  great  pleasure,  sir,  in  handing  you  this  piece 
of  pkte." 

The  fortunate  winner,  having  received  the  prize  amid  cheers,  replied 
in  these  terms  ; — "  Mr.  Vice-commodore,  I  thank  you,  the  represeoi'- 
tive  of  this  club,  for  this  prize,    I  am  glad  the  boat  has  won.     I  am  g' 
she  has  redeemed  the  place  she  lost  in  the  former  part  of  the  season 
am  glad  of  it  for  the  sake  of  the  builders.     I  shall  have  great  pleas 
in  drinking  the  health  of  the  club,  and  that  it  may  be  a  club  as  long 
^bere  are  good  boats  on  the  Mersey,  which  I  believe  there  ore  now. 
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fadpe  Ae  ladies  will  pledge  thiB  toast  in  champagne,  and,  if  thej  will 
jchi  me  in  doing  so,  I  shall  be  most  happy." 

The  hononrs  haying  been  done  in  sparkling  bumpers  by  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  around,  the  company  separated  about  6  o'cloclc,  having 
thanked  the  Model  Yacht  Club  for  an  extremely  agreeable  reunion^ 
after  the  enjoyment  of  a  yery  pleasant  pay. 

We  have  to  express  our  acknowledgements  to  the  Vioe-commodore 
and  Hon*  Secretary,  more  especially  to  the  latter,  £9r  the  polite  oom^teey 
and  readiness  with  which  such  information  as  we  needed  was  accorded. 

Refreshments  were  supplied  in  the  cabin  of  the  steamer  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, of  the  Merchants'  ftiobg^room,  Slater-court,  Castle-street,  and  many 
were  the  appeals  thereto. 
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"  There's  magic  in  the  land 
For  each  successiye  year, 
r  Gigantic  works  appear. 
Where  once  'twas  barren  sand." 

Yeab  after  year  we  behold  ^*  additions  and  alterations,^*  and  what  in  our 
school-boy  days  was  a  small  fishing  place,  is  now  a  town  of  considerable 
magnitude;  and  instead  of  depending  upon  ^*  bloaters''  for  subsistence, 
the  inhabitants  haye  become  a  great  commercial  community;  none  rejoice 
more  than  ourselyes  at  their  prosperity  for  its 

"  Home — home — sweet,  sweet  home." 

However  *'  away  with  past  recollections  *  our  business  is  to  detail  the 
First  race  for  a  prize  of  £60,  for  schooner  yachts  ;  first  to  receiye  j£40, 
second  ^20;  no  time  allowed  for  differenoe  of  tonnage  : — 

Numbered  <u  in  Hunfe  Universal  Yacht  LiHfoT  1856. 


Wo. 

Yachts'  Names. 

Big, 

Tons, 

Owners. 

686 

Lalla  liookh^ 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

126 
74 
55 

Viscount  Bangor 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 

1025 

Vestal 

43 

Aquiline 1 

J.  Cardinal],  Esq. 

The  course  was  from  their  moorings  abreast  of  the  South  Pier  to  the 
itbi  passing  through  the  Pbkefield  Gat,  thence  to  a  station-yessel, 
leed  fifteen  miles  to  the  southward,  leaving  her  on  the  starboard  side, 
d  returning  to  the  starting  place  by  the  Stamford  Gat,  passing  between 
»  station-yessel  and  the  pier, 
"^lie  start  was  effected  about  ]2h.  24m.  358.,  and  a  very  sluggish  affair  it 
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proved;  the  wind,  not  scarcely  enough  lo  fly  a  child's  kite  in.  However, tbe 
'  saucy  little  Aquiline  managed  to  take  the  lead  for  a  brief  space,  wbratht 
Lalla  Rookh  came  up  and  took  the  honor  from  her.  In  this  order  they  did 
silently  from  sight,  and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  them  at  Lowestoft,  until 
about  twenty  minutes  to  9,  when  a  voice  from  the  look-out  announced  a  sail 
in  the  distance,  and  shortly  after  the  breeze  having  freshened  the  Lalla  Rookh 
opened  to  view.  The  gun  welcomed  her  return  round  the  flag-vessel  it 
9h.  Im.  30s.  Upwards  of  three  hours  afterwards  the  Aquiline  was  announced 
viz:  12h.  30m.    Respecting  the  Vestal  it  was  supposed  as 

"  The  moon  on  the  ocean  was  dimmed  by  a  ripple. 
Affording  a  chequered  delight, 
So  the  gay  jolly  tars  passed  the  word  for  the  tipple, 
And  anchored  all  snugly  tlurough  night" 

The  next  race  was  intended  for  beach  yawls,  but  such  is  the  ilUfeeling 
among  the  crews  of  these  crafts,  that  although  £30  would  have  been 
awarded  to  the  victor,  not  one  came  to  start.  We  should  observe  ihiee 
had  entered. 

The  following  started  for  a  purse  of  £30,  for  yachts  not  exceeding 
50  tons  ;  half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed. 

Ntanbered  aa  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  Listjor  1866. 


No. 


Taohts  N«inefl. 


Rig. 


Tons. 


Owners. 


462 
648 
956 
786 


Glance .... 

Maude 

Thought  . 
Phantom ., 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


35 
25 
28 
27 


T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 

Capt,  W.  S.  Andrews,  Esq. 

G.  Coope,  Esq. 

S.  Lane,  Esq. 


The  course  for  these  yachts  was  from  the  moorings  laid  iowa  abreast 
of  the  North  Pier  Head,  twice  round  the  Newoombe,  leaving  all  the 
buoys  and  light-ships  of  that  sand  on  the  port  side  ;  thence  to  ihe 
starting-place,  passing  between  the  pier  and  the  station  vessel^  anchored 
abreast  the  North  Pier— each  time  passing  round  the  course.         -  ^^ 

Here  was  a  entry  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  old  bellow's  bloWef 
4md  all  his  helps — but  no!  it  seemed  destined  that  Lowertoft  regatta  t 
year  should  fall  far  behind  its  predecessors.     The  old  salts  whistled,  ai 

8 9  no!  prayed,  ''*twant  no  use  I"     Old  Boreas  had  fallen  asleep  an( 

neglected  his  duties. 

At  Ih.  26m.  50s.  the  gun  was  fired  to  start,  when  the  Glance  was  the  i 
to  get  her  top- sail  set,  while  the  Phantom  had  her  main -sail  up  first,  and  t 
Thought  was  the  last  in  trim.  There  was  not  a  breath  of  air  stirring,  and 
seemed  doubtful  whether  she  would  get  off  at  all.  A  little  *' cat's  p«  *' 
however,  sprung  up,  when  the  Phantom  crept  out,  but  her  old  antagoi  t 
the  Thought)  soon  came  out  and  took  the  lead  from  her,  the  Glance  h^^'  ; 
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third,  and  Maud  fourth.  In  this  way  they  coDtinued  slowly  to  the  Newcorahe, 
hut  the  Glance  gradually  gained  on  her  opponents,  and  ultimately  passing 
between  the  pier  and  the  station  vessel,  by  Im.  41  s.,  before  Phantom;  and 
4m.  578.,  before  Thought.     The  first  rouud  was  thus  timed : — 

h.    m.    8.  I  h.    m.    8. 

Glance    3    16    32  |  Thought   3    21    29 

Phantom    3     18     13  ( 

The  Maud,  while  tacking,  it  is  supposed,  missed  stays,  and  unfortunately 
drove  upon  the  Newcorabe  Sand,  about  twenty-five  minutes  after  starting. 
Some  beach  gigs  and  a  yawl  at  once  proceeded  to  her  assistance,  closely 
Ibllowed  by  the  steam*tug  Pursuit,  which  soon  after  succeeded  in  getting  her 
off.  This  untoward  occurrence  obliged  the  Maud  to  resign  the  contest. 
There  was  little  or  no  change  during  the  second  round,  they  finished  thus:— 


Thought.. 


h.    m.    8. 
5    39     22 


h.    m.    B. 

Glance  5    31    42 

Phantom  5    35     12 

The  Glanoe  was  not  only  the  first  boat  but  had  succeeded  in  making 
all  her  time,  and  some  seconds  to  spare.  But  now  a  ''  tale  we  must  un- 
fold," the  owner  of  the  Phantom  entered  a  protest  against  the  Glance  on 
the  ground  that  she  was  of  larger  tonnage  than  she  was  entered  for :  her 
builder's  measurement  being  35  tons,  and  it  was  supposed  she  would 
reach  37  by  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  measurement,  by  which  rules 
they  were  guided.  Consequently,  the  stakes  will  stand  over  until  she 
has  been  re-measured. 

The  third  race  was  for  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Prize,  of  £25 
to  be  sailed  for  by  cutter  yachts,  not  exceeding  20  tons  ;  half  a  minute 
per  ton  to  be  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  following  were  at 
the  stations : — 

Numbered  cu  in  HunV»  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


Mo. 

Yachts'  Names. 

Rig 

Tons. 

Owners. 

1076 
1037 

Waveney 

cutter 
cutter  I 
cutter 

16 
iO 
12 

T.  Lucas,  Esq. 
J.  Kirby,  Esq. 
F.  £.  Echalaz,  Esq. 

Violet 

Lilllt;  I'aatern   

The  fairy  17,  belonging  to  W.  H.  Lewin,  Esq.,  of  Boston  was  also  entered, 

but  did  not  make  her  appearance.     At  2h.  llm.  22s.  the  order  was  given  to 

I     rt,  when  they  all  got  their  sails  up  at  the  same  moment.     Violet  took  the 

od,  closely  followed  by  Waveney,  the  Little  Eastern  being  a  short  distance 

srn.    They  all  went  away  very  steadily  together,  and  upon  their  making 

^ir  way  back  we  found  the  Waveney  with  a  long  lead  first,  Violet  second ; 

tie  Eastern  gave  in. 

h.    m.    8.  I  *  h.    m.    s, 

ayen^ 6      9    20  |  Violet 5    59    80 

ro.  8. — vol..  V.  3  B 
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The  Violet,  however,  shortly  returned  into  harbour,  and  left  the  Wareney 
to  Mil  over  the  course,  which  she  did,  and  came  in  at  7h.  82m  lOs. 

Next  eame  a  race  for  a  purse  of  twenty  sovereigns,  to  be  rowed  for  in 
heats,  by  siz-oared  beaoh  gigs  (two  men  to  each  oar);  the  first  boat  to 
leceire  £12;  the  second  ^;  and  the  third  £S.  The  distance  to  be 
rowed  was  irom  the  south  buoy  of  Wellington  Terrace  to  a  flag  off 
Battery  Green  and  back,  about  a  mile  distance.  They  all  pulled  off 
well  together,  but  the  Jenny  Lind  crew  soon  proved  themseWes  the  beat 
men,  for  they  pulled  out  from  the  rest  and  were  not  afterwards  ovar- 
taken. 

The  next  match  which  seemed  to  excite  a  great  deal  of  local  interest, 
was  for  a  purse  of  fifteen  sovereigns,  to  be  sailed  for  by  river  latteen  and 
cutter  boats,  half  a  minute  per  foot  allowed  for  difference  of  length,  the 
firat  boat  to  receive  £10;  and  the  second  £5.  The  following  oame  to 
the  station  : — 


Boftta 

Big 

L«iigthofFMt 

OVMn 

Iris  

Enchantress  

cutter 
cutter 
latteen 
latteen 
latteen 

27 
19 
26 
16 
16 

R.A.  Reere.Esq. 
H  P.  Green,  Esq. 
W.  Batcher,  Esq. 
G.  Goose,  Esq. 
J.  Francis,  Esq. 

Kestrel 

Shannon ^,. 

Alma ,., 

It  was  sometime  before  they  got  away  after  the  signal  gun  was  fired^ 
and  when  they  did  the  Enchantress  took  a  decided  lead,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent would  be  the  winner.  The  following  was  the  time  of  arrival  in 
the  first  round  :— - 


Enchantress..... , 

h.    m.    s. 

4    47     60 

4     65     48 

h.    m.    a. 
5      I     88 

Kestrel     

Iris 

5      7     25 

Shannon 

4     56     15 

The  Enchantress  came  in,  in  the  second  round*  at  5h.  57m.  SOs.,  the 
other  boats  having  all  resigned  the  contest. 

The  Alma  came  up  at  5h.  Im.  SSs.  and  the  Iris  at  5b.  7m.  25s.,  but  were 
not  acknowledged.  Upon  their  coming  round  again  the  second  time  for  the 
finish  another  mistake  occurred,  which  caused  the  second  prize  to  be  kept 
back.  When  the  Enchantress  came  in  at  5h.  '57m.  80s.  a  gun  was  fired, 
announcing  her  the  winner,  and  a  moment  after  another  gun  was  fired  with- 
out any  occasion  whatever,  when  the  Kestrel  put  into  harbour,  followed  *^~ 
the  Shannon;  consequently  neither  can  claim  the  second  prize,  as  t^ 
never  passed  the  fiag-ship,  and  could  not  be  timed. 

There  was  a  Dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  and  Fireworks  in  the  eveois 
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PRIZE. 

Tbb  contest  for  this  superb  prize,  value  £70,  wil^  the  present  from  Mr. 
Burton,  Optician  of  Pentonville,  of  a  superior  telescope  and  compass  for 
the  second  jacht,  came  off  <m  Saturday,  Julj  26th,  and  a  more  a^rree* 
able  day  could  not  have  been  desired,  with  the  exception  of  one  slight 
downpouring  of  rain,  all  passed  off  satisfactorily.  The  wind  W.  &  by  S., 
quite  sufficient  for  the  contending  yachts,  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
almost  too  much. 

The  course  was  froin  the  old  spot  (Erith)  to  the  Chapman  Light  and 
back.     Time  race,  one  minute  per  ton  allowed. 

The  following  were  at  their  moorings: 


No. 


Taohtt*  VaniM. 


Rig, 


Tod. 


Ownen. 


546  Julia 


607 
634 
319 
381 


Little  Mosquito . 

Inyicta 

Rugewie  

Flirt 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


P.  Turner,  Esq. 
£.  S.  fiulmer,  Esq. 
W.  Tuckwell,  Esq. 
D.  White,  Esq. 
A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 


The  Silver  Cloud,  Commodore  Hewett,  and  the  Alice,  P.  Guest,  Esq. 
were  entered  but  did  not  put  in  an  appearance.  On  subsequently  en- 
quiring the  reason  we  were  informed  that  the  first  had  the  eyening  before 
come  off  a  voyage,  and  was  unprepared,  and  the  latter^s  tonnage  pre- 
cluded her  from  any  chance  of  winning. 

The  above  five  started  at  12h.  6m.  and  all  canted  round  together.  The 
Eagenie  being  more  in  the  strength  of  the  tide  got  the  lead.  Julia  attempted 
to  set  top-sail,  but  was  rather  hampered,  and  the  Mosquito  had  hers  be^Sed 
up  first ;  the  Flirt  followed  suit  with  an  enormous  topsail  for  so  small  a  craft. 
Invtcta  set  a  jib-headed  top-sail.  The  Mosquito  on  cDteriog  Long  Reach 
ibrged  aiiead  and  took  the  lead,  followed  closely  by  Flirt.  Oif  Greenhithe  a 
sudden  squaU  caused  Invicti^  to  nearly  bury  herself  in  the  water,  and  being 
an  iron  boat  some  fears  were  entertained  for  her  safety ;  however  she  soon 
righted  again,  and  shaking  her  wings  like  a  duck  after  a  dive,  she  dashed  to 
windward  of  Julia  add  passed  her.  Julia  also  appeared  inclined  more  than 
once  to  imbibe  a  portion  of  the  aqua  pura.  The  chance  of  Eugenie  was  now 
over,  and  she  was  left  behind.  The  order  of  going  was.  Mosquito  first,  Flirt 
second,  Invicta  third,  Julia  fourth. 

1  he  race  was  between  Mosquito  and  Flirt,  each  trying  to  overreach  the 
c  !r,  and  the  latter  slipped  between  two  barges  to  get  to  windward,  but 
t  '*  little  tormentor*'  caught  a  fresh  breeze,  and  showed  her  tail  to  the 
*'  ppery  jade.*'  Off  Rosherville  Flirt  again  tried  to  pass,  but  Mosquito 
a  )d  towards  the  pier,  and  we  thought  it  was  their  intention  to  land,  the 
I     ts  still  leading.    Julia  changed  her  topsail  for  a  larger  one. 
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Off  East  Tilbnry  the  Flirt  again  chaUeoged  her  rival  for  the  lead,  and  a 
beautiful  display  of  tactics  followed,  and  she  shot  past  her  to  leeward.  The 
Invicta  was  about  forty  yards  astern  with  the  Julia  ploughing  along  st 
locomotive  speed.  In  jibing  in  the  Lower  Hope  the  Flirt  did  it  so  suddenly 
that  if  her  mast  had  not  been  a  good  bit  of  stuff  it  would  have  gone  by  the 
board ;  she  seemed  to  stagger  under  the  shock,  which  enabled  Mosquito  to 
get  slightly  the  lead,  but  it  was  only  a  transient  honor,  for  the  former  again 
dashed  past,  with  the  Julia  creeping  up  to  Mosquito.  No  further  changes 
taking  place  they  rounded  in  the  following  order: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m. 

Little  Mosquito    2    51     85  | 


Flirt  2    48     15  I  Julia  « 2    62     18 


The  Invicta  rounded  after  Mosquito,  but  as  the  gun  was  not  fired, 
we  found  upon  enquiry  that  she  was  not  considered  in  the  race  in  con- 
sequence of  being  only  just  launched,  her  fittings  were  not  complete 
according  to  the  regulations.  Shortly  after  rounding  she  had  the 
misfortune  to  get  aground  on  the  Chapman  sand.  We  believe  a  ateam 
tug  passing  helped  her  ofi^,  and  towed  her  back  to  £ritb. 

The  Flirt  rounded  splendidly,  having  lowered  her  top-sail,  also  Moe- 
quito,  but  the  Julia  jibed  round  all  standing,  and  with  a  lurch  heeled 
oyer  so  as  nearly  to  show  her  keel.  The  three  yachts  kept  near  each 
other,  until  the  Julia  when  shifting  jibs  got  ashore  for  a  few  minutes  on 
the  Blyth  Sand,  and  which  as  the  vessels  were  so  equal  had  the  effect 
of  throwing  her  out  of  the  match,  as  far  as  winning  was  concerned;  but 
there  seems  a  fatality  in  craft  as  well  as  in  human  afiairs,  one  year  a 
vessel  will  carry  all  before  her,  and  the  next  she  is  all  behind.  Upon 
another  occasion  she  will  probably  regain  her  laurels. 

The  Flirt  and  Mosquito  engrossed  all  attention  as  they  beat  back,  and 
it  was  evident  that  their  helmsmen  knew  the  Channel  well:  boards  and 
half  boards  through  the  different  reaches;  and  when  off  Crreenhithe  the 
Flirt  luffing  up  to  the  tide,  the  Mosquito  keeping  away  through  the 
slack,  and  in  this  instance  many  thought  she  was  pursuing  the  wrong 
course.  Be  that  as  it  may,  had  the  race  been  half  a  mile  beyond  EIriUi 
there  is  no  doubt  the  latter  would  have  had  the  Challenge  Cup. 

They  rounded  the  buoy  at  Erith  as  under: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    a. 

Flirt 5    52    80    Julia 6      8    SO 

Little  Mosquito 5    53      ol 

The  Challenge  Cup  is^  very  handsome,  being  an  epergne  or  cer 
piece,  twenty  inches  high,  the  base  being  formed  of  three  richly  che 
dolphin's  heads,  relieved  with  bright  polished  medallions,  on  which 
inscription  is  to  be  engraved.    Springing  from  the  base,  and  surrour<^ 
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by  rocks,  are  some  cleverly  chased  bulrushes  in  frosted  silver,  which 
form  the  stem,  around  which,  and  resdog  upon  the  rocks,  are  the  em- 
blems of  maritime  life,  viz  : — the  buoy,  the  coil  of  rope  attached  to  an 
anchor,  a  mast-top  with  a  cross-tree  and  shroud,  the  burgee  of  the  P.  W. 
I.e.  flying,  a  flag-staff  with  flag  unfurled,  and  a  wreath  of  laurels.  The 
whole  is  surmounted  by  an  elegantly  shaped  solid  silver  dish  filled  wii^ 
wax  flowers,  which  is  suppi>rted  by  the  bulrushes.  Springing  from  the 
border  of  the  dish  are  some  elegantly  chased  water-lilies  and  leaves.  It 
is  a  very  richly  ornamented  piece  of  plate,  and  has  been  executed  in  the 
higher  style  of  art  by  Mr.  Benson  of  Ludgate  Hill.  Its  weight  is  about 
80  ounces  of  silver. 

The  prise  won  by  Mosquito  is  retainable,  and  one  of  tbe  necessary 
appendages  to  a  yacht.  The  telescope  was  declared  by  all  hands  to  be 
of  the  best  make»  and  the  clearness  of  the  glasses  were  highly  extolled. 
The  thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  Mr.  Burton  for  his  generous  gif^ 

Commodore  Hewett  presented  the  prizes,  and  the  champagne  having 
circulated  freely  we  steamed  back  to  Blackwall,  delighted  with  the 
matoh  and  the  liberal  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted. 

Three  vessels  were  in  the  match,  all  sailed  by  their  builders.*  Two 
of  them  professionals  and  the  other  an  .  amateur.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  vessel  built  by  the  latter  would  have  been  in  close  with  the 
other?,  ha^  not  the  above  accident  happened,  and  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  bestowing  the  real  palm  of  victory  to  her  as  a  yacht^  for  although 
the  smaller  vessel,  she  yet  possesses  twice  the  accommodation  of  tlie 
others.  We  are  sorry  to  say  it»  but  the  truth  must  be  confessed,  the 
Flirt  is  a  step  in  the  retrograde  movement,  being  cut  up  so  frightfully 
in  her  body  as  to  make  it  painful  in  the  highest  degree  for  a  man  of 
tolerable  stature  to  crawl  or  even  sit  in  the  cabin,  to  walk  is  impossible. 
We  had  hoped  Mr.  Young  would  have  desired  Mr.  Harvey  to  have 
imitated  more  the  Amazon,  which  he  may  be  proud  of  possessing,  and  , 
which  is  a  real  yachiy  with  ample  room  below  as  well  as  possessing  the 
highest  speed.  He^must  not  therefore  be  surprised  if,  next  season  this 
prize  is  wrung  from  him  hy  a  still  nearer  approximation  to  a  sailing 
machine. 


nirt  by  Harvey,  Mosquito  by  Hatcher,  and  Julia  by  Bain. 
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RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Oh  June  19th,  over  the  usual  coarse,  from  Chelsea  to  Putney  and  back,  twice 
over,  for  a  valuable  silver  cup,  and  the  race  was  attended  by  a  large  number 
of  spectators  ashore,  nothwithstanding  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  ElngeDie, 
Cremome,  and  other  boats,  having  been  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
members  of  the  club  by  their  owners.  The  wind  was  S.W.,  rather  squally, 
and  which  sent  them  along  in  capital  style.  At  Ih.  36ni.  30s.,  all  being  in 
readiness,  the  Alice  and  Belle  were  started  from  the  pier  heads  of  Battersea- 
bridge,  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Braithwaite,  who  was  commanding  officer 
for  the  day  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Keene,  the  Commodore.  Both  were  in  trim, 
and  off  at  nearly  the  same  moment,  the  Alice  (Dr.  Guest)  having  a  slight 
advantage  to  about  battersea  Church,  while  the  Belle  (Mr,  Greaves)  went 
past  her,  and  kept  the  lead  to  the  beginning  of  Wandsworth ;  the  Alice  then 
overhauled  her,  and  maintained  the  lead  throughout,  although  the  BeBe  drew 
near  her  several  times.    They  arrived  at  Chelsea,  the  first  time  round: — 

h.    m.    s.  '  h.    m.    s. 

Alice 8    29      0  I  Belle S    31    30 


With  very  little  variation  in  their  positions,  except  Ihat  each  was 
sionally  favoured  by  the  breeze,  they  rounded  at  Putney,  and  proceeded  down 
again  to  Chelsea,  where  the  occasional  long  steps  that  the  Belle  took  induct 
many  to  suppose  that  she  would  pas^  her  opponent ;  however,  such  was  not 
the  case.    The  race  finished  at  Chelsea,  as  follows  : — 

h.    m.    s.  I  Ik    noi.    s. 

Alice 3     19    30  I  Belle 3    20    43 

Both  boats  were  most  beautifully  handled  throughout,  the  Alice  being 
under  the  skilful  steering  of  Vice-commodore  Knibbs,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Yacht  Club,  and  the  Belle  under  that  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Ros. 


tfdituc's  lucltrr* 


ON  NAMING  YACHTS. 

Ctxf  Rorvofi,  June  25thj  1856. 
Sib.— )7lr  hat  a  pity  it  is  that  yacht  owners  cannot  avoid  copying  names  in  christ- 
ening their  yachts,  you  have  often  written  upon  the  subject  but  apparently  in 
rain;  last  year  for  the  first  time  I  observed  the  name  of  '*Scud"  in  your  Yacht 
List,  her  owner  is  not  long  allowed  to  enjoj  the  originality  of  his  idea  as  I  i 
there  is  this  year  another  on  the  water,  and  I  suppose  like  the  Gems  and  I  i 
before  long  the  Scuds  will  be  as  plentiful  as  blackberries,  do  use  your  pen  L 
prevent  such  copying  or  wtea&ng  o/  good  namet, 

I  am,  8w^ 

Aquaf 
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YACHTS  ALTfiBBD  SINCE  BUILT. 


NoTB.— f  forward,    a  aft    m  middle.    re«b  re*buiU. 


Hums  of  Taohts. 


Alarm 

Amazon... 


Date 

Alteied 


Amina.. 

Amiie f 

Arrow 

Aurora 


Banshee. 

Beacon , 

Beatriceu 

Blanche 

Blue  Belle a 

Brilliant f 

Capricorn^ f 

Champion. f 

Claymore.. f 

Constance. f 

Coquette f 

Coralie... f 

Daring f 

Dart f 

Don  Juan f 

Dottrel f&a 

Elizabeth... f 

Emetic re-b 

Fancy. f 

^lirt  ^ « 

Flower  of  Yarrow 

Forest  Fly. f 

Gipsey  Qoeen f 

GHeam ..a 

Gnome a 

Gondola.. f 

Gossamer f 

HaSdee f 

Hesperus.. f 

Imogine f 

Layrock f 

Leda.... f 

fy  of  Devon. f 

J     tie  Mosquito...  a 

]     tie  Vixen 

]     Hna.. f 


852 
855 
856 
850 
854 
852 
847 
850 
853 
853 
848 
853 
853 

854 
853 
854 
852 
852 
852 
853 
856 
853 
856 
854 
853 
853 
854 

844 
852 
838 
853 
848 

849 
853 
856 
856 
852 
852 
854 
853 
856 

1855 


By 


Inman 

Harvey 
•I 

Steele 

Ruble 
Batsey 

M 

Hansen 
Purday 
Fife 
Mansfield 


Bubie 

Wanhiil 

Ouninghm. 

Ratsey       i 

White        ! 

Fife  I 

Marshall 

Banckham 

Hatcher 

Payne 

Rainsom 

Payne 

Inman 

White 

Ratsey 

White 

Blaker 

Blaker 

Wright 

Batsey 

Meadus 

Spencer 

Robinson 

Ratsey 

Hansen 

White 

HaUiday 

Hatcher 

Payne 

Ratsey 


Names  of  Tsebta. 


Maritana. f 

Mayfly    f 

Medhia f 

Napoleon.. 

Nautilus 

Nymph f 

Osprey. f 

PandcMKi. f 

Paragon. f 

PearL. f 

Petrel 

Phantom f 

re-b 

Phoenix f 

Princess  Olga. f 

Ripple    f 

Romulus f 

Rdby..... f 

^>ecret f 

Shark f 

Snake. f 

Spider a 

Stanley. 

jSteUa f 

Stormflnch 

jSultana. f 

Surprise. a 


Alteral 


Sylph.. 
Tartar. 

Thought reb 

Triton f 

Vampire t 

"      f 

Walrus  f 

Waterniy f 

Whim f 

Whis] 


Wi 


bisper . 
ildflre.. 


WiU  o'  the  Wisp., 
f 

Wizard. f 

Zadora. m 

Zara 

Zuleika.. 


1855 
1854 
1856 
1855 

1852 
1853 
1853 
1864 
1855 
1830 
1850 
1853 
1853 
1849 
1853 
1846 
1851 
1856 
1855 
1853 
1854 
1853 
1852 

1853 
1851 
1856 


1854 
1853 
1851 
18.'S6 


Bj 


R^tiey 

Spencer 

HAwkins 

LaDgley 

Inman 

CuropeT 


Ffftrvey 

Rubie 
liaCBcy 
Whire 
Green 
White 
Inman 

Fife 

RaCBcy 
Wanlijll 

Wliite 

WiJ»oii 
Fife 

RaUey 

Hansen 

Speucer 

Boyce 

Hansen 

Hatcher 


Hatcher 
Sponcor 
1856  iMarsbuJl 
1853   WanhJU 
1851    Rut^ey 
1849   Hansen 


1853 
1855 
1835 
1855 
1853 
1853 
1854 
1847 
1852 


Garscy 

Rat»ey 

Wright 

Camper 

Bkkcr 

White 

Blaker 
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REGATTAS  AJffD  MATCHES  TO  COMB. 

Angiift   5.— Holyhead  Regatta. 

5.— Anglesey  Yacht  Club  SalUng  Match. 

5.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta  ;  rrinoe  Albert's  Cup. 

7.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta;  Her  Hajesty^s  Cup. 

8._RoyaI  Welsh  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
11.— Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta. 
12.— Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
18.— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match. 
18,  19,  and  20.— Royal  Thames  National  Kegatt. 
19.— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Schooner  Match. 
21.— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match  for  the  Queen's  Cup. 
21. — Mersey  Regatta. 

21  and  22.— Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
22.— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Boat  Races. 
28.— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match. 
26.— Torbay  Regatta. 
26.— Brighton  and  Hove  Regatta. 
28.— Teignhouth  Regatta. 
29.— Weymouth  Royal  Regatta. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOB  AUGUST. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
morn  after. 


The  time  of  high 
tained,  by  adding 
Bridge. 


water  at  the  following  places  may  be  aseer 
to,  or  substracting  firom,  the  time  at  London 


m. 
23 

5 
40 
12 
44 
17 
48 
25 

0 
42 
50 

7 
28 

8 

m 
i 

57 
40 
25 

3 
45 
27 
10 
55 
50 

7 
88 

36 
30 
11 
46 


45 
25 
57 
30 

0 
32 

5 

6  39 

7  20 

8  10 

9  25 

10  50 

0  40 

1  35 

2  20 

3  0 

3  45 

4  24 

5  5 

5  50 

6  SO 

7  20 

8  25 

9  53 

11  25 
0 
1 

1  50 

2  30^ 
3 


h.  m. 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Alderney 4  88 

Bantry  Bay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light....  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Ezmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 3  58 

Waterford 3  43 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby 1 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeux 4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest... M I  39 


h.  m. 

Aberdeen sub  0  56 

Aldborough. 3  23 

Belfast 4  2 

Brighton 2  29 

Carnarvon. 4  47 

Cowes  3  22 

DubUn  Bar 2  55 

Dungeness 3  17 

Folkestone 3  37 

Foreland.  North,..  2  22 

Foreland,  South  ..  2  47 

Gravesend O  37 

Greenwich. 0  20 

Harwich 2  37 

Howth  Harbour  ..  2  59 

Ipswich 2  7 

Kentish  Knock  ...  2  37 

Lowestoft 3  37 

Margate. 2  2 

Nore  Light 0  58 

Portsmouth 2  27 

Sheerness 1  28 

Southampton 2  27 

Spithead 4  37 

Yarmouth  Roads .  5  27 

Calais 2 

Dieppe 3 

Hayre  de  Grace...  4 

Ostende I 

Honfleur 4 

New  York. 8 


TocroKSTOHB.— The  letter  was  sent  Im  directed  to  Southampton,  aoceptln' 
ofBsr. 
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WANDERING  NOTES  IN  THE  WEST. 


BT  SUXHOOA  JUOA. 

IsLB  OF  Wight. — Cowks  Gastlb. 

OUB  yachting  friends  have  already  been  made  acquainted  that  the 
ancient  fortress,  hitherto  known  as  Oowes  Castle,  has  been'  leased  by 
the  Lands  Revenue  Department  to  the  members  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron;  and  very  considerable  alterations  are  in  contemplation  to 
render  it  worthy  of  being  the  head  quarters  of  that  distinguished 
dab.  Although  it  may  be  thought  by  some  that  it  is  not  within 
the  province  of  a  ^'yachting  misceUany**  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
historical  or  topographical  description  of  a  place,  still  there  are  so 
many  associations  in  connexion  with  this  once  "formidable  fortress*' 
which,  it  is  said,  was  built  for  the  protection  of  the  port,  that  we 
r^inot  refrain  from  making  some  allusion  to  it,  inasmuch,  as  its 
\  sociations,  since  the  peace  of  1815,  have  brought  it  within  our 
1  ore  immediate  acquaintance.  During  the  "forty  year's  peace"  it 
^  3  severally  occupied  by  the  illustrious  heroes  of  the  former  war,  the 
]  .gets  and  the  Angleseys,  as  governors  or  "Captains  of  Cowes 
<  stle,"  who  converted  it  into  a  peaceful  domicile, — a  marine 
fo.  9.— VOL.  V.  3  c 
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retreat  during  the  aquatic  montha.  Moreover,  the  *<  season**  whicb 
has  just  terminated  at  the  rendezvous  presents  to  us  the  annual 
duty  of  reverting  to  the  proceedings  afloat.  We  therefore  avail 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  accepting  another  chapter  &om  our 
correspondent's  "Wandering  Notes,"  who  modestly  commences  with 
the  following  quotation, 

" PeritusB  parcite  chart*".— Jo  v. 

Or,  as  the  Spectator  will  have  it, 

**  In  mercy  spare  us  when  we  do  our  best. 
To  make  as  much  waste  paper  as  the  rest" 

We  have  so  tan  introduced  our  subject,  and  without  further  hesita- 
tion proceed  to  lay  before  our  friends  a  few  incidmits  which  have 
fallen  within  our  notice.  We  might  without  much  trouble  transmit 
to  our  pages  extracts  from  the  various  guides  which  have  been  pub- 
lished, but  without,  thereby,  imparting  any  novelty  thereto.  The 
historians  deny  the  antiquity  of  Cowes,  and  state  that  it  had  no 
existence  beyond  the  period  when  Henry  VIII.,  constructed  the  forts 
for  the  protection  of  the  river  from  the  "  incursion  of  pyraAes." 
Now,  in  the  Oglander*s,  M.S.S.,  we  find  that  "Oowes  Oastle,  together 
with  the  forts  at  Yarmouth  and  Sandown  or  Sandham,  were  built  by 
Henry  YIII.,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  religious  houses  which  existed 
in  the  locality.'* 

There  is  therefore  good  reason  to  infer  that  there  did  esiBt  in  the 
neighbourhood  some  monastic  building  of  that  name,  though  all 
traces  of  the  same  may  have  been  destroyed,  but  still,  our  surmises 
are  fortified  by  the  fact  that,  Worsley  glances  over  the  following 
remark  without  comment,  and  which  subsequent  historians  have  not 
even  deigned  to  notice.  Pat.  6,  Bic.  II.  p.  1.  m.  *'Bex  dedit,  &€.; 
the  king  gave  to  John  of  Cowes-hall  the  care  of  the  Priory  of  St. 
Cross  in  the  Isle  of  Wight."  In  the  parish  of  Northwood  m  which 
Cowes  is  situate,  there  was  a  religious  house  Jiear  the  church  dedi- 
cated, like  the  church,  to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  which  by  a  deed 
4,  Henry  YlII,  still  extant,  was  known  as  the  Church  House,  but 
which  like  all  similar  establishments  was  suppressed  in  the  reign  of 
that  monarch,  and  became  maltreated,  on  its  site  a  malthouse  has  be  i 
erected.  Surprising  that  *<book  makers,*'  have  not  paid  very  gn  t 
attention  to  the  search  for  historical  facts.  We  axe  also  told  r 
some  of  the  ancient  historians  that  this  island  was  connected  by  1  » 
main  as  late  as  the  eighth  century,  that  it  was  separated  from  t    > 
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remainder  of  Hampshire  by  a  channel  no  less  than  three  miles  in 
breadth.'*  That  in  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  great  trade  in  tin 
was  removed  fix)m  Sdlly  and  fixed  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  vide  Diodo- 
rus  Siculus.  In  the  66th  Triad.  Robert's  History  of  the  Cymry, 
from  700  B.C.,  to  500  A.C.,  we  find,  ^'  between  the  age  of  Prydain 
the  son  of  Aedd  and  that  of  Dyfidwal  Moelmud  there  is  a  second 
interval  of  uncertain  length,  &c,  p.  77»  ^The  three  chief  islands 
of  Britain  were  Ore,  Manaw,  and  Gwyth:  Afterwards  the  sea  broke 
in,  so  that  Mon  (Anglesey*)  became  an  island,  and  in  like  manner 
Ore  was  so  broken  as  to  become  a  multitude  of  islands,  and  other 
parts  in  Albania  and  Wales  became  islands."  66  Triad.  Again, 
it  is  mentioned,  **The  Oimbri,  Theutoni,  and  Tigurini,  exiled 
from  the  extremi^  of  Gaul,  by  an  inundation  of  the  sea  over  their 
territories,  went  in  search  of  places  to  settle  in  wherever  they  might 
find  them."  Nennius,  say8,**2fer^*n  est  Orcania^  id  est^  Orcades;  sic 
enim  praverbio  aniiqtio  didtur,  quando  dejfutidbus  vel  Hegibus  sermo 
JUjjudicavU  Britarmiam  cum  tribus  insulis^'-^hQ  gave  law  to  Britain 
and  its  three  islands.  Ore,  Manaw,  and  Gwyth."  The  minds  of  our 
early  historians  were  fraught  with  credulity,  they  gleaned  from  the 
writers  of  l^ends,  fictions  which  they  believed  to  be  &cts ;  and  as 
such  handed  them  dovm  to  posterity.  Their  successors  pursued  the 
same  path,  borrowing  fr(»n  them  the  growth  of  their  fertile  imagina- 
tion, and  leaving  to  us  their  materials  for  our  conjecture,  as  Horace 
says : — "  Made  up  of  nought  but  inconsistencies." 

" Nil  fuit  iuiqtiam» 

Tarn  dispar  sibi." 

In  this  enlightened  age,  however,  when  education  has  bereft  the 
mind  of  many  former  credulities  and  superstitions,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  inquiring  mind,  may  be  induced  to  clear  away  the  veil  of 
pbscttrity.'which  still  hangs  over  the  early  history  of  this  island  and 
Its  aborigines,  for  all  that  we  know  of  them  is  merely  conjectural, 
Irague  and  micertain.  The  flying  visitor,  whether  by  steam  or  rail 
ooks  to  the  station  for  a  guide,  and  is  satisfied  with  a  shilling's  worth 
>f  waste  paper  handed  to  him,  professing  all  that  is  known  of 


-  this  Bcepiered  Isle, 


This  earth  of  majesty,  this  seat  of  Mars, 

I  This  other  Eden, demi  paradise  ;'* 

hich,  in  the  dark  ages  was  the  seat  of  pittiless  massacre,  subse- 
aertly  afibrding  an  exile  to  a  banished  monarch,  a  prison  to  a  cap- 
*  What  a  coincidence  in  the  connexion  of  names  with  our  island. 
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tive  sovereign;  and  now  rendered  doubly  interesting  to  a  grateftd 
nation,  by  its  having  been  selected  as  the  quiet  retreat  of  a  beloved 
and  amiable  Queen.  But  what  has  all  this  got  to  do  with  our  sub- 
ject? asks  the  reader,  we  answer  they  are  airextracts  from  our  "Wan- 
dering Notes.*'  We  have  culled  from  worm-eaten  works  such 
information  as  pleased  us,  and  with  our  slender  thread  mean  to  form 
a  bouquet,  which  we  trust  will  be  found  fragrant,  amusing,  and  enter- 
taining. We  do  not  pretend  to  write  a  history,  although  there  is  a 
fertile  field  open  for  us.  Sturch  says  he  had  never  seen  any  account 
worthy  to  be  called  a  history,  until  Sir  Bichard  Worsley  produced 
his  work.  Those,  most  certainly,  who  have  followed  him  have  added 
very  little  to  tlie  stock  then  known,  and  we  must  otherwise  be  con- 
tent to  remain  in  blissful  ignorance. 

We  are  told  that  this  celebrated  island  is  not  indebted  to  its  anti- 
quarian attraction  or  to  its  historical  celebrity,  but  to  its  self  con- 
tained sources,  more  beneficial  and  more  permanent  than  either. 
Capital  and  enterprise,  not  to  speak  of  science,  seem  to  be  unknown 
things.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions,  many  of  the  island  &rmers 
are  patterns  of  their  class ;  and  their  hospitality  is  proverbial. 

At  the  period  when  Cowes  Castle  was  erected  1539,  the  popular- 
tion  of  the  island  was  little  over  7|000  souls,  the  population  of  the 
parish  of  Northwood  was  2,080   of  which    1,660  resided  in  the 
*^wne."    From  which  circumstance  it  would  appear  that  the  ^^towne" 
referred  to  must  have  had  reference  to  the  seaport  Cowes,  which, 
even  at  that  period  must  have  been  a  place  of  some  note,  having 
four  times  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  it,  than  resided  in  the 
remainder  of  the  parish.     It  does  not  however  appear  dear  to  us 
that  it  was  previously  known  by  any  other  name  than  the  West 
Shambloid,  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  (1340,)  we  find  it 
recorded  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  made  regulations  for  its 
security,  and  there  should  be  but  three  ports  in  the  island,  viz: — 
La  Biche,  Shamblord,  and  Yarmouth,  there  is  still  ''Shambler's 
^  Copse,"  within  half  a  mile  of  West  Cowes,  and  the  East  Shambler's 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Medina.     As  regards  the  etymology  of 
the  word  there  is  also  considerable  doubt,  by  some  it  is  supposed  i 
be  derived  from  Cowl,  while  others  believe  it  to  have  been  Cow-ar 
but  etymologists  have  curious  notions,  occasionally  transposing  < 
adding  a  letter  to  suit  their  purpose. 

Leland  says, — ♦•Ther  be  two  new  castelles  set  up  and  frirnished  ai 
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the  mouth  of  Newporte,  that  is  the  only  haven  in  Wighte  to  be 
spoken  of.  That  that  is  sette  up  on  the  east  syde  of  the  haven,  is 
caulled  the  Est  Cow,  and  that  that  is  sette  up;  at  the  west  syde, 
is  caulled  the  West  Cow,  and  is  the  bigger  castelle  of  the  2.  The 
trajectus,  betwixt  these  2  castelles,  is  a  good  myle."  Leland  wrote 
some  latin  verses  on  these  castles,  which  Bishop  Gibson  has  trans- 
lated for  us  thus,     . 

''The  two  great  Cows,  that  in  lond  thnnder  roar, 
This  OQ  the  eastern,  that  the  western  shore; 
Where  Newport  enters  stately  V^ight " 

In  the  time  of  Oamden,  we  are  told,  both  were  in  a  very  ruinous 
condition.  There  is  now  no  traces  to  indicate  the  site  on  which  the 
East  Cow  stood,  nor,  do  we  believe  there  to  be  any  record  in  existence 
beyond  a  stockade  having  been  erected  there. 

It  is  rather*  singular  that  so  prominent  a  feature  in  our  locality, 
as  Cowes  Castle  should  have  been  handed  down  firom  guide  to  guide 
as  containing  a  battery  of  eleven  guns,  whereas  the  platform  only 
has  embrasures  for  eight  guns.  At  the  period  of  its  erection  it  con- 
contained  the  former  number,  viz:  a  *'  Long  Tom"  on  the  top  of  the 
castle  or  round  tower.  On  the  platform  eight  guns,  and  on  the 
green,  on  the  north  side  of  the  fort,  there  was  erected  a  barbette  of 
two  guns,  which  latter  was  removed  about  forty  years  ago.  Since 
then  considerable  alterations  were  made  to  the  castle,  another  story 
was  added  to  the  round  tower  for  the  accommodation  of  the  noble 
Marquis,  and  the  eight  guns  on  the  platform  were  only  retained,  and 
the  embrasures,  or,  rather  wall  was  lowered.  We  believe,  however, 
that,  notwithstanding  this  ''very  considerable  fortress,'*  the  guns 
therefrom  never  sent  forth  a  shot  in  anger,  but  were  merely  retained 
to  welcome  royalty,  which  gave  rise  to  the  following /«*  d* esprit. 

**  With'gmmers  that  ne'er  moon  ted  waU 
And  gons  that  never  fired  at  aU." 

In  a  work  written  above  a  century  back  it  states  that,  "  Cowes 

Castle  stands  near  the  bathing  machines,  and  though  useless  as  a 

place  of  defence,  still  maintains  a  captain,  one  master  gimner,  and 

five  other  gunners.     A  sentry  is  always  on  duty  there,  but  it  would 

be  difficult  to  point  out  what  he  has  to  guard,  unless  it  be  the  bathers 

clothes.*'    This  sinecure,  with  many  others  of  a  similar  class,  was 

retained  until  the  governors  or  captains  died  out,  if  we  infer  from  the 

fact  that  since  the  decease  of  the  late  noble  Marquis  no  appointment 
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has  taken  place,  though  rumour  at  the  time  assigned  it  to  be  kept 
in  reserve  for  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Crimea.  However,  the  vacancy 
was  not  filled  up,  and  the  octogenarian  gunner  was  left  in  quiet 
possession  of  its  pachydermaia  walls,  which  in  some  parts  are  no 
less  than  twenty  feet  in  thickness,  and  in  which  two  bedrooms  were 
excavated  by  the  late  Marquis,  and  considerable  additions  were  made 
'  to  the  west  end  of  the  building  for  the  culinary*  department  and 
servants  domiciles,  all  which  have  recently  been  razed. 

Among  the  many  reforms  which  followed  "  General  Mismanage- 
ment,*' was  that  of  the  Ordnance  Department  surrendering  at  dis- 
cretion the  said  Castle  with  its  appurtenances  to  the  Lands  Revenue 
Department,  first  taking  the  precaution  of  removing  the  eight  guns, 
or,  in  other  words  walking  out  with  the  honours  of  war ;  but  the 
veteran  gunner  who  had  been  present  at  the  storming  and  capture 
of  the  Cape,  and  defended  so  many  Kaffir  Kloofs  and  Passes,  was 
allowed  to  remain  in  quiet  possession  of  the  Castle,  as  a  recompence 
for  his  meritorious  services  "  in  days  of  yore,"  until  the  hand  of  im- 
provement should  be  called  in  to  level  antiquated  notions  and  vested 
rights. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  rumoured  that  on  the  decease  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Anglesey  the  castle  would  be  offered  to  the  Boyal  Yacht 
Squadron  for  a  Club-house ;  and  although  the  building  as  it  then 
was  would  not  afford  the  required  accommodation  for  the  members, 
yet  the  site  alone  was  a  sufficient  inducement  for  such  a  Society, 
ranking  as  the  first  of  the  Boyal  Yacht  Clubs,  to  accept  the  offer, 
and  having  the  £  s  d  at  their  command,  render  it  the  first  and 
handsomest  marine  lounge  on  our  shores.  The  Squadron  have  had 
a  lease  granted  to  them,  and  the  improvements  and  additions  are 
being  now  proceeded  with  by  the  eminent  builder,  George  Smith, 
Esq.,  of  Pimlico,  on  the  plan  of  A.  Salvin,  Esq.,  Architect,  and 
when  complete  will  be  a  great  addition  and  ornament  to  the  locality. 
The  present  Squadron  house,  however  much  it  may  have  been  once 
admired,  as  ''  peeping  amid  the  foliage,*'  and  being  all  that  was  de- 
sirable to  render  it  a  marine  lounge  in  the  season  for  its  members, 
has  of  late  years  been  shorn  of  its  beauty, — the  hand  of  improvement 
has  been  at  work  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  Old  Squadron  house  has 
become  secluded,  and  almost  buried  by  the  majestic  structures  con- 
tiguous thereto,  and  this  probably  may  have  contributed  much  to  the 
desire  of  the  members  to  seek  open  quarters.     If  one  thing  more 
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than  another  can  reconcile  us  to  the  dismantling  of  the  "ancient  for- 
tress" it  is  the  consolation  of  its  having  fallen  into  such  princely 
hands,  who  have  assisted  nature  and  been  the  instigation  of  bringing 
the  Port  of  Cowes  into  greater  notoriety.  To  the  outlay  and  patron- 
age of  the  members  in  the  summer,  combined  with  its  commercial 
and  shipping  advantages  in  the  winter  is  the  port  indebted  for  its 
seeming  prosperity.* 

As  soon  as  the  works  advance  we  shall  have  occasion  to  revert 
i^ain  to  the  subject,  in  the  meanwhile  content  ourselves  with  the 
few  remarks  of  the  early  history  and  surmises  of  the  place.  Hence- 
forth it  wiU  be  known  as  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Castle. 
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CowES  in  times  past  could  boast  of  being  the  finest  marine  place  in  Eng* 
land,  where  the  elUe  of  the  fashionable  world  usually  sojourned  for  several 
months  in  the  summer  season.  On  the  platform  of  the  old  castle  the  ban- 
ner of  England  floated,  and  the  walls  bristled  with  the  defenders  of  our 
country.  But  now  the  old  castle  is  undergoing  i^  change,  the  walls  are 
dismantled,  and  the  town  of  Cowes  gets  only  a  portion  of  its  former 
patronage.  The  St  George's  Ensign  still  floats  from  the  Royal  Squad- 
ron flag-staff,  and  we  counted  upwards  of  forty  yachts  of  various  sizes 
in  the  roadstead.  Yet  there  was  a  tameness  which  we  could  not  account 
for,  unless  we  take  into  consideration  the  short  visit  of  the  noble  Com- 
modore. ])Io8t  assuredly  the  presence  of  the  chief  of  any  club,  does 
much  to  increase  the  hilarity  of  yachting,  and  on  all  occasions  the  com- 
modore's flag  should  be  one  of  the  first  at  the  rendeavous.  We  do  not 
presume  to  make  these  remarks  individually,  but  as  a  matter  of  justice 
to  the  members  of  yacht  olubs  generally. 

The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  has  the  patronage  of  royalty,  and  two 
splendid  cups  are  given  each  year  for  competition,  one  by  Her  Majesty, 
and  one  by  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert.  The  honor  of  wmning  which  stimu- 
lates the  members  to  enter  their  vessels,  and  on  most  occasions  great 
exatement  is  manifested  by  all  classes,  from  the  noble  yachtsman  to  the 
humble  jack  tar. 

On  reaching  Cowes  on  this  occasion  we  were  much  disappointed  that 
no  steamer  was  engaged  to  accompany  the  racing  yachts^  as  is  generally 
the  case  at  regattas,  consequently,  in  company  with  our  fat  friend  of 
BdPs  Ufe^  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Rle  of  Wight  Observer^  we 
had  to  follow  as  best  we  could.     And  thanks  to  that  *^  Ancient  Mariner,*^ 
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Captain  Crask,  of  Her  Majesty,  we  were  enabled  to  witness  the  match  at 
the  different  points  hereafter  enumerated,  and  note  the  time  accurately . 
Tuesdai/,  August  5ih,  was  appointed  for  the  match  for  Prince  Albert's 
Cup,  value  100  guineas,  to  be  sailed  for  by  cutters  and  yawls,  and  the 
following  vessels  came  to  the  start: — 

Numbered  €U  in  Bunfe  Univertal  Yttchl  List  for  1856. 


No. 

Yachts' Names. 

Big. 

No. 

Ownan, 

641 

Maritaoa 

cutter 

yawl 

cutter 

cutter 

57 

.56 

48 

60 

C.  LiddeUEsq. 
Lieut-Col.  Baring 
Sir  P:F.SheUey,  Bart. 
Le  Marchant  Thomas,  Esq. 

137 

Caprice. 

326 

Extravaganza.. 

6? 

Aurora 

The  course  was  from  a  vessel  moored  off  the  club-house  to  the  east- 
ward, outside  the  Noman,  thence  round  the  Nab  and  back,  passing 
again  oufcside  the  Noman,  through  Cowes  Roads,  round  a  vessel  moored 
off  Yarmouth,  and  back  to  the  station  vessel  off  the  club-house.  The 
distance  is  computed  at  fifty  miles.     This  is  called  the  Queen's  course. 

The  start  took  place  precisely  at  lOh.  a.m.y  up  flew  the  canvas, 
and  they  canted  round  to  the  eastward,  the  Maritana  having  decidedly 
the  lead,  followed  by  Aurora,  Extravaganza  third,  and  the  Caprice  last. 
At  this  time  there  was  but  little  wind  from  the  east,  and  after  a  short 
board  to  the  northward,  the  Extravaganza  took  the  mid-channel  course, 
and  worked  her  way  in  the  strength  of  the  flood.  Off  Ryde  the  Caprice 
made  a  short  stretch  towards  Portsmouth,  in  anticipation  of  weathering 
the  Aurora,  but  she  failed  in  her  object,  and  they  held  their  reach  until 
llh.  45m.,  when  the  Aurora  went  about  and  stood  in  for  Sandhead, 
followed  by  Extravaganza;  the  Maritana  being  well  over  to  windward, 
held  on,  as  did  the  Caprice.  The  breeze  springing  up,  the  Maritana 
tacked  in,  followed  by  Caprice,  but  Aurora  catching  a  fresh  puff  wea- 
thered them,  and  they  passed  the  Warner  on  the  starboard  tack,  thus: — 

h.  m.   8.  I  h.  m.  a. 

Aurora 12    10'  0    Maritana 12    15    d 

Extravaganza 12    13    0  |  Caprice 12    20    O 

After  passing  the  Warner,  the  Aurora  went  about  and  stood  in  for 

the  shore,  followed  by  the  others  in  the  above  order.     The  wind  now 

lulled,  and  the  immense  sails  of  the  Extravaganza  enabled  her  to  ov 

haul  the  Aurora,  and  on  going  about  she  had  the  lead.     The  oont 

now  between  the  Maritana  and  Caprice  was  for  third  place,  and  i 

latter  eventually  succeeded.     A  slight  breeze  sent  them  all  merr 

round  the  Nab,  in  the  following  order:^ 

h.   m.   8.  I  h.   m. 

Extravaganza 1    1      0  I  Caprice.. 1    3 

Aurora ,. 1    2    30  I  Maritana I    6 
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A  good  breese  firom  the  S.S.W.,  the  vessels  shifted  canvas,  the  Extra- 
vaganza  hoisting  a  larger  gafiP-top-sail,  a  balloon-jib,  and  jib-top-sail : 
Caprice  shifted  gaff-top-sail,  and  hobted  jib-top-sail;  Aurora  balloon- 
gaff-top-sail,  jib,  and  jib*top-sail;  Maritana  set  balloon-gaff-top- sail,  jib, 
and  jib-top-sail.  The  Aurora  soon  overhauled  the  Extravaganza,  not- 
withstanding her  huge  spread  of  canvas.  They  had  a  running  wind  from 
the  Neman,  and  passed  Ryde  pier  as  follows: — 


Aurora 

Extravaganza.. 


h.   m.   8.  I  h.   m.   s. 

1    56    0    Caprice 2      0    0 

1    56    0    Maritana. 2      2    0 


Off  Ejng's  Key  the  wind  again  lulled,  and  the  two  first  drifted  past 
Osborne,  whilst  the  other  two  brought  up  a  fresh  breeze,  which  the 
Aurora  having  caught  first,  ploughed  ahead  again,  and  they  passed 
Cowes  to  the  West  Channel  thus: — 


h.   m.  8. 

Aurora. 2    43    0 

Extravaganza. 2    46    0 


Caprice ... 
Mfuritana. 


2    50    4 
2     54     0 


After  entering  the  West  Channel  the  wind  was  changeable,  and  occa- 
sionally all  were  becalmed,  but  off  Hampstead  Ledge  a  breeze  sprung 
up,  and  away  they  went  at  a  rattling  pace,  heeling  over  tremendously, 
and  great  fears  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  their  top-masts.  All 
however  held  on,  and  they  rounded  the  mark-boat  off  Yarmouth  in  the 
following  order:— 


Aurora. 

Sxtravagimza..  . 


h. 
.  3 
.  3 


m. 
41 
43 


h.   m.   8. 

Caprice 3    52     10 

Maritana 8    63    35 


On  the  return  the  wind  died  away,  and  they  all  came  creeping  up 
along  the  north  shore,  to  avoid  the  strong  ebb  tide.  The  Extravaganza 
sonndmg  as  she  went,  and  the  light  wind  told  in  her  favor.  Off  the 
Lepe  she  passed  the  Aurora,  and  thus  became  the  leading  vessel,  but  a 
breeze  sprung  up  which  brought  the  latter  agdn  in  close  proximity  to 
her  formidable  rival;  unfortunately  for  the  Aurora  it  again  lulled.  The 
Maritana  and  Caprice  were  more  fortunate,  for  they  came  up  hand  over 
hand,  and  the  former  passed  the  Aurora  and  took  second  place.  The 
Extravaganza  again  caught  a  cats-paw,  and  making  a  short  board  in 
shore  passed  the  station-vessel  ahead,  and  they  were  timed  at  the  club- 
honse  as  follows: — 


Extravaganza.., 
Maritana 


h.    m.  8.  I  li.    m,   8. 

6    34    3  I  Aurora 6    44    0 

6    39  30  I  Caprice*.... ,...  6    48    0 

The  Extravaganza  was  loudly  cheered  on  her  arrival,  and  Sir  Percy 
HO.  9. — ^VOL.  V.  3d 
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Shelley  must  be  highly  pleased  with  her.  She  first  made  her  appear* 
ance  as  a  racer,  on  the  Thames,  and  some  few  days  before  she  started,  it 
was  prophesied  that  she  would  never  bear  canvas,  we  were  present  at 
the  match,  and  our  opinion  of  her  may  be  found  in  our  June  number, 
page  269,  and  now  looking  at  her  under  the  enormous  canvas  she  car- 
ries, we  fancy  the  prophets  were  like  Murphy,  rather  non-plu»ed. 

The  Cowsers  were  disappointed  at  the  result,  as  all  the  money  was 
put  on  the  favorite, — the  Aurora  and  her  owner  appear  to  have  the  good 
wishes  of  all  classes,  the  poor  in  particular.  Her  crew  did  all  that  men 
could  to  itin, — to  them,  and  in  fact  to  all,  the  greatest  praise  is  due. 

We  heard  much  contention  respecting  the  right  of  the  Extravaganza's 
sounding,  and  we  coincide  with  the  captain  of  the  Viking,  '^  that  a  man 
is  justified  in  sounding  or  booming  out,  unless  it  is  expressly  stated  in 
the  instructions  otherwise." 

Wednesday^  6th, — The  Annual  Dinner  was  held  at  the  club-house 
this  day;  the  Commodore  and  Vice-commodore  presiding,  supported  by 
a  numerous  party. 

Thursday,  7 ^A*— This  day  was  appointed  for  the  schooner  match  for 
Her  Majesty's  Cup,  value  100  guineas,  and  seven  vessels  entered,  but  as 
it  was  a  dead  calm  it  was  postponed  until  the  following  day. 

Friday,  %th, — This  was  a  beautiful  summer's  day,  without  a  capfull 
of  wind,  consequently  the  schooner  match  was  again  postponed.  In  the 
evening  the  Ball  was  held  at  the  club-house,  which  was  numerously  and 
fashionably  attended.  Dancing  was  continued  until  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning. 

Saturday,  9th, — Great  anxiety  was  evinced,  as  the  morning  wore  on 
respecting  the  schooner  match,  and  it  was  with  much  joy  a  slight  breeze 
was  welcomed  about  7  a.m.  We  immediately  repaired  to  the  club-house, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing,  that  if  the  wind  increased,  of  which 
there  was  every  indication,  the  match  would  be  sailed.  There  was  a 
hazy  atmosphere  which  the  sailors  predicted  would  clear  ofi^,  and  a  spank* 
ing  breeze  would  follow,  and  such  was  the  result,  for  about  9  o'clock 
there  was  a  good  W.S.W.  wind  blowing,  and  a  good  match  was  anti- 
cipated, which  we  are  happy  in  saying  was  realized. 

As  we  repaired  to  the  rendezvous,  all  whom  we  met  seemed  in  high 
glee,  and  the  qualities  of  the  yachts  were  again  canvassed.     The  C* 
nana  was  booked  as  the  winner,  the  Alarm  being  above  the  tonzL 
allowed,  did  not  enter,  the  cards  stating  the  match  to  be  confine^      ^ 
schooners  under  200   tons,  therefore  the  Gloriana  was  the  favoi 

Why  the  prize  was  restricted  to  200  tons  we  are  at  a  loss  to  c 
jectore.     We  consider  a  prize  given  by  Her  Majesty  belongs  to  all 
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memberSi  and  therefore,  no  vessel  should  be  struck  out  by  private  regu- 
lations. 

The  following  yachts  were  originally  entered  for  the  contest,  viz: — 
Numbered  <u  in  Hunfs  Universcd  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Taehts'  NameB. 


Bi«. 


Tont 


Owners. 


586LalIaRookh.. 

Urania 

Cecile 

GIoriaDa 

Columbine .. 

Viking. 

Lotus 


973 
145 
468 
169 
1032 
623 


schooner 
Bchooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


126  Viscount  Bangor 
140  Sir  A.  Bannerman^  Bart 
190  Marquis  of  Conyngham 
134  J.  Gee,  Bsq. 
90  Captain  R.  H.  Smith -Barry 
110  Colonel  Stirling 
188  Earl  Vane 


The  course  was  the  same  as  former  match. 

The  Columbine,  Cecile,  and  Lotus  were  withdrawn,  and  the  other 
four  came  to  their  moorings.  As  the  hour  approached  for  starting  the 
crews  of  these  beautiful  vessels  were  actively  engaged  in  getting  sheets 
and  ropes  in  proper  order.  This  was  cert£unly  a  most  exciting  scene,  to 
behold  the  sailors  when  the  preparatory  gun  fired,  standing  in  breathless 
anxiety,  halliards  in  hand,  with  arms  stretched  above  their  heads  waiting 
for  the  roar  of  the  starting  gun,  which  at  lOh,  a.m.,  belched  forth 
the  welcome  sound:  up  flew  the  snowy  canvas  as  by  magic,  and  the  bare 
poles  were  covered,  the  vessels  glided  like  stately  swans  from  their  moor- 
ings, canting  gracefully  round  to  their  onward  course.  The  Lalla  Rookh 
showed  the  greatest  smartness  in  getting  away,  as  she  forged  through 
the  waters,  with  a  strong  breeee  from  W.S.W.,  with  a  determination 
to  make  the  most  of  her  time;  Gloriana  followed  next,  then  Viking, 
and  last  Urania.  A  thick  haze  again  obscured  the  horizon,  and  my 
friends  and  self  started  on  our  steam  cruize.  When  off  the  Mother- 
bank  the  mist  cleared  off,  and  the  whole  fleet  was  observed  in  the  same 
relative  positions  ploughing  ahead  like  ^'maddened  coursers,"  dashing 
the  surge  from  their  prows,  and 

"  The  powerful  sails  with  steady  breezes  swell'd, 
Swift  and  more  swift,  the  yielding  barks  impeird." 

The  Lalla  Rookh  here  had  the  mishap  to  start  her  jib-sheet,  and  she 
was  forced  to  take  in  jib;  this  enabled  the  Gloriana  to  shorten  the  dis- 
tance between  them,  but  the  crew  of  the  former  soon  repaired  damages 
and  away  she  flew  again;  and  passing  the  N.W.  buoy  of  the  Stourbridge, 
we  marked  them  thus: — 


Lalla  Rookh.. 
Gloriana 


h.    m. 
10    30 
10    31 


tA 


h.    m.    s. 

Viking 10     34     52 

50  i  Urania 10     36     42 
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By  the  above  it  appears  the  Lalla  Bookh  was  Im.  23s.  ahead  of  the 
Gloriana,  and  the  Vikiag  Im.  508.  ahead  of  Urania.  They  may  justly 
be  termed  first  and  second  diviaions,  for  the  two  latter  Tosseis  never 
interfered  with  the  two  former  thronghoat  the  match.  Up  to  the  present 
but  a  trifling  advantage  had  been  gained  by  the  leading  yacht.  The 
wind  kept  steady,  and  they  dashed  past  the  Neman,  thus:— 


h.   m.   8. 

Lalla  Bookh 10    42    17 

Qloriana. 10    43    48 


h.   m.  8« 

Viking 10    49    48 

Urania 10    54    23 


The  Gloriana  had  lost  eight  seconds  since  passing  the  Stourbridge. 
A  thick  haze  again  came  on,  and  we  had  great  difficulty,  as  other  vessels 
were  cruizing  about,  to  distinguish  the  colours.  The  wind  was  blowing 
fresh  from  the  S.S.W.,  to  W.S.W.,  and  they  all  stood  on  for  the  Nab, 
which  they  passed  to  windward,  in  the  following  order, 

h.   m.   8.  I  h.   m.   8. 

Lalla  Bookh. 11    18    10  |  Qbriana. 11    19    20 

The  fog  was  so  dense  at  this  time  we  could  not  accurately  time  the 
others.  The  Gloriana  had  gained  21s.  from  the  Neman.  Before  reach- 
ing the  Warner  on  the  return  the  atmosphere  became  more  clear  and  we 
timed  them  on  passing  the  light  vessel, 

h.   m.   8.   I  h.   m.  8. 

Lalla  Bookh. U    21    15  |  Gloriana. 11    22    28 

The  Viking  had  made  considerable  progress,  but  could  not  overhaul 
the  Gloriana,  the  Urania  was  several  minuted  astern,  and  might  be  con- 
sidered out  of  the  race.  In  fact  when  the  others  were  passing  the 
Stourbridge  she  was  passing  the  Neman.  Between  the  first  two  vessels 
the  mateh  was  concentrated,  and  every  movement  was  narrowly  scanned. 
The  Neman  was  passed  in  the  following  order: — 

h.   m.    8.  I  h.    m»   s. 

Lalla  Bookh 11    25    30  |  Gloriana» 11    27      8 

The  Gloriana  had  lost  ground,  which  was  principally  owing  to  cany- 
ing  away  we  believe  some  of  her  stays,  whatever  was  the  cause  she  re- 
paired the  damage  speedily,  and  before  passing  the  West  Stourbridge 
Buoy  succeeded  in  lessening  the  distance 

h.  m.   8.  j  h.    m.   8. 

Lalla  Bookh 11    46      8  |  Gloriana 11    46 

Leaving  only  14s.  between  them,  but  she  was  still  much  to  leew: 
both  being  on  their  port  tack.     The  greatest  excitement  now  prevail 
the  vessels  were  carrying  on  all  canvas,  and  were  heeling  over  frt>m 
force  of  the  breeze.     When  off  Binstead  the  Lalla  Bookh  went  ab 
and  stood  in  for  the  island  much  to  the  surprise  of  all  persons  looking 
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why  she  did  so  seemed  a  mystery;  if  it  was  a  ruse  the  Gloriana  was  not 

to  be  caag^t  by  it,  for  she  kept  her  reach.     Lalla  Rookh  now  took  in 

her  fore-top-sail,  but  some  hitch  occurred,  and  she  lost  considerable  time 

in  hauling  down,  and  striking  her  top-mast.      She  also  lowered  her 

main-t(^-mast.     The  Gloriana  kept  all  her  canvas  up  for  some  minutes 

after  this,  when  she  lowered  her  fore-top -sail  and  struck  topmast.     This 

appeared  to  ease  her,  as  she  had  been  sailing  nearly  on  her  broadside. 

At  1 2h.  went  about  and  stood  in  towards  the  Pele  Bank.    A  few  minutes 

after  she  weathered  her  formidable  opponent.     At  12h.  20m.,  both  yes- 

seb  made  a  board  towards  King's  Key,  Lalla  Rookh  being  a  quarter  of 

a  mile  to  leeward,  and  in  this  order  they  beat  up  to  Cowes,  passing  the 

dttb-house  as  follows: — 

h.   m.    B.  I  h.    m.  s. 

Gloriana. 12    52    0    |  Lalla  Rookh 12    56    0 

Up  to  this  time  the  former  had  gained  in  the  beat  from  the  West 
Stourbridge  4m.  14s.  She  now  steered  for  the  West  Channel,  and 
Lalla  Rookh  succeeded  in  gaining  on  her  opponent  2m.  98.  ere  they 
rounded  the  flag  boat  off  Yarmouth.  Af^r  rounding  which  they  came 
back  with  a  good  breeze,  at  a  slashing  pace,  under  a  pressure  of  canvas, 
accompanied  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  all  sizes,  and  eventually  passed 
between  the  flag-boat  and  the  castle, 

h.    m.   8.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Gloriana 8    55    2   |  Lalla  Rookh 3    55    30 

Thus  ended  this  well  and  closely  contested  match,  which  was  through- 
out very  exciting,  and  from  the  honorable  manner  it  was  sailed  gave 
universal  satisfaction.  The  owner  of  the  Gloriana  has  now  three  of  Her 
Majesty's  cups,  having  won  one  in  1853,  beating  the  Viking  and  Shark, 
another  in  1855.  Mr.  Gee  was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  success, 
and  Mr.  Ratsey  the  builder,  also  came  in  for  a  share  of  the  congratula- 
tions. We  And  that  three  out  of  the  four  vessels  were  built  by  him  : 
ihe  Lalla  Rookh  was  the  handiwork  of  Mr.  Wanhill,  and  although 
beaten  on  this  occasion,  he  has  no  need  to  be  ashamed  of  her,  as  she 
sailed  well  and  showed  some  excellent  qualities.  The  Gloriana  is  a  type 
of  the  American  build. 

The  Viking,  notwithstanding  she  had  no  chance  of  winning,  persevered 
in  going  the  course  until  (he  venerable  pilot  made  a  deviation  in  his 
usual  successful  career  as  the  timoneer  of  many  winning  vessels,  and 
quietly  deposited  the  craft,  on  the  mud  of  Stony  Point,  where  she 
rested  for  an  hour  or  so,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  ancient  mariner, 
but  greatly  to  the  amusement  of  her  kind  owner,  who  was  on  board  with 
bis  &mily,  we  believe,  during  the  match.     The  Viking  could  not  be  ex- 
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pected  to  win,  as  if  we  are  correctly  iDformed  she  sailed  with  all  her 
stores,  &c.,  oq  board,  as  though  oa  a  pleasure  trip.  The  vessel  did  not 
sustain  any  damage  we  are  happy  to  add.  Neither  did  the  worthy 
pilot,  for  two  days  after  he  took  the  command  of  a  beautiful  pilot  vessel, 
the  first  of  a  series  which  Mr.  Ratsey  is  building  for  a  company  at 
Liverpool. 

The  Glorianai  we  have  been  informed,  in  anticipation  of  high  winds 
had  taken  about  five  tons  of  ballast  out  on  the  morning  of  the  race,  and 
had  only  time  to  embark  two  tons  of  lead  before  starting,  this  will 
account  for  her  apparent  instability  during  some  [Portion  of  the  match. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  Her  Majesty's  Cup  of  1866;  It  was 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Roskell  (late  Storr  and  Mortimer,) 
of  Bond  Street,  and  is  quite  worthy  of  that  eminent  firm.  On  the  body 
is  a  basso-relievo  representing  Alfred  the  Great  inciting  the  Saxons  to 
attack  the  Danes  at  sea  and  prevent  their  landing.  From  the  successful 
issue  of  this  exploit  may  be  dated  the  naval  supremacy  of  Great  Britain. 
On  the  opposite  side  to  this  is  the  dedicatory  inscription:  '*  Presented 
to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  by  her  most  gracious  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  August,  1856.*'  The  handles  of  the  cup  are  formed  of  coral, 
sea  shells,  and  lotus,  and  these  also  form  the  decorations  of  other  por- 
tions of  the  vase.  On  the  foot  are  four  sea  birds  beautifully  modelled, 
the  albatross,  the  stormy  petrel,  seagull,  and  the  guellemotan  ;  and  on 
the  cover,  as  an  appropriate  finish,  sits  the  figure  of  Britannia,  with  the 
helmet,  shield,  and  trident,  indicative  of  her  rule. 

Monday y  Wth, — A  prize  of  100  sovereigns  was  given  by  the  club  to 
be  sailed  for  by  all  yachts,  English  and  Foreign,  exceeding  35  tons, 
according  to  the  usual  regulations  of  the  R.Y.S.  Time  for  tonnage 
according  to  Ackers'  scale.     Three  to  start  or  no  race. 

"That  yachts  be  measured  in  the  following  manner  for  the  purpose 
of  racing: — The  length  to  be  taken  between  the  perpendiculars,  drawn 
from  the  extreme  outside  of  the  main  stem,  and  the  extreme  outside  of 
of  the  stern-post.  From  the  length  thus  found  substract  three-fifths  of 
the  extreme  breadth,  as  determined  by  the  O.M.  Act  of  Parliament. 
Multiply  the  remainder  of  the  length  by  the  whole  breadth,  and  pro- 
duct by  half  the  breadth,  and  divide  the  whole  by  94,  the  quotient  shall 
be  deemed  the  true  contents  of  the  tonnage." 

The  Queen's  Cup  Course,  viz:  the  same  as  previous  days. 

This  being  an  open  race  the  unprecedented  large  number  of  elevi 
yachts  entered,  and  with  the  exception  of  two,  the  Lul worth  ai 
Whirlwind  were  conquerors  in  matches  at  dificrent  ports.  The  nam 
of  those  entered  were: — 
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Numbered  as  in  HvnVs  OtUvenal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


Rig. 


Ton. 


No.  TachtB'  Names. 

213Cyclone. cutter 

67  Auroi'a  Borealis schooner  286 

462  Glance cutter 

697  Mosquito cutter      70 

326  Extrayaganza cutter      57 

26  Amazon cutter 

1096  WUdfire schooner  66 

1025  Vestal schooner  81 

678Luiworth*  sloop       91 

2086  Whirlwind schooner  89 

58  Arrow cutter     118 


Owners. 


W.  Patterson,  Esq. 
David  Carnegie,  Esq. 
Thomas  Bartlett,  Esq. 
T.  GroYes,  Esq. 
Sir  Percy  F.  Shelley,  Esq. 
Alfred  J.  Young,  Esq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
F.  O.  MarshaU,  Esq. 
Joseph  Weld,  Esq. 
F.  Thynne,  Esq. 
T^Chamberlayne,  Esq. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  they  were  all  at  their 
moorings  ready  for  the  start. 

With  a  punctuality  for  which  the  R.Y.S.,  is  proverbial,  the  thunder 
of  the  starting  gun  was  heard  at  lOh.  a.m.  precisely.  ^'Hurrah!  they're 
off,  the  old  Arrow  shews  the  youngun's  how  to  set  canvas  !'^  *^  Two 
to  one  on  the  Arrow!"  The  Whirlwind  was  next  under  canvas,  and  she 
alflo  had  her  admirers. 

*'  The  natives  while  the  ships  depart  their  land, 
Ashore  with  admiration  gazing  stand." 

The  wind  was  light  and  baffling.  The  Arrow  went  off  with  the  lead, 
followed  by  Whirlwind^  then  Glance  and  Extravaganza  close  up,  ready 
to  take  a  favourable  opportunity  to  draw  out  from  the  rest:  off  Old  Castle 
Point  the  two  latter  set  top-sails,  and  Glance  jibed,  which  the  others 
followed,  it  was  a  game  of  "  follow  my  leader,'^  for  the  Glance  in  this 
brief  space,  had  obtained  first  place.  The  Lulworth  was  considerably 
in  the  rear  of  all  except  the  Cyclone.  This  vessel  appeared  rather 
sluggish.  The  Lulworth  by  some  mischance  unrove  her  top-sail 
halliards,  for  the  sail  was  dragging  in  the  water.  It  was  a  beautiful 
sight  to  see  the  ten  yachts  working  their  way,  some  on  the  starboard, 
others  on  the  port  tack;  some  skeeting,  and  trying  every  manoauvre  to 
pass  their  competitors.  The  Amazon  succeeded  in  passing  the  Glance. 
The  Extravagance  and  Arrow  to  leeward  off  the  Motherbank.  The 
wind  was  at  this  time  variable,  scarcely  any  two  yachts  having  it  from 
the  same  point,  in  fact  it  was  all  round  the  compass.  Before  reaching 
Ryde  pier  the  Whirlwind  caught  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.W.,  and  she 
went  ahead,  followed  by  the  Lulworth.  We  timed  them  off  the  pier  as 
follows: — 


*  This  vessel  was  called  the  Meteor  when  first  hiunched. 


384 


HUNTS   YACHTING   MAGAZINE. 


Whirlwind. 

Lalworth 

Amazon 

Extravaganza... 


h.  m.  8.   I                                              ti.  m.  s. 

U  34     IS    Moaquito 11  44  54 

U  43    30  i  Arrow 11  45  O 

11  43    55     Wildfire 11  46  54 

11  44      3    Glance II  47  0 


The  Vestal  and  Cyclone  were  not  timed,  as  before  they  arrived  we 
started  for  the  Nab,  in  order  to  see  them  round.  At  12h.  om.  they 
were  all  lying  well  on  the  starboard  tack  for  the  light-vessel.  Off  Bern- 
bridge,  at  12h.  44m.,  the  Whirlwind  went  about  on  the  port  tack,  as 
did  Extravaganza  two  minutes  later,  the  Glance  also  made  a  board  and 
weathered  the  Extravaganza  at  12h.  47m.,  the  Amazon  tacked  at  12h. 
47m.  30s.,  Lulworth  12m.'47m.  46s.,  Arrow,  12h.  48m.  6s.  In  this 
order  they  proceeded  to  the  Nab,  but  in  the  short  distance  they  had  tra- 
versed a  change  in  their  positions  took  place  as  the  following  will 
show: — 


h.    m.  s. 

Whirlwind 12    50  0 

Arrow 12    53  55 

Lulworth 12    65  10 

Glance. l      0  55 

Amazon 12  3 


Mosquito 

Extravaganza 

Wildfire 

Vestal 1 

Cyclone 


h. 

m. 

8. 

2 

85 

2 

55 

4 

30 

12 

12 

16 

15 

The  Whirlwind  and  Arrow  shifted  jibs  after  rounding,  and  with 
slight  alteration  in  their  positions  the  vessels  proceeded  to  Cowes  Roads. 
In  passing  Ryde  it  was  obser>'ed  that  the  Arrow  had  gsuned  on  the 
Whirlwind  about  one  minute.  On  passing  the  Motherbank  the  Whirl- 
wind had  the  misfortune  to  carry  away  her  cross-trees  and  jib-hailiards, 
which  the  Arrow  taking  advantage  of,  passed  her,  and  took  the  lead, 
which  she  maintained  to  the  close  of  the  match.  In  the  following  order 
they  dashed  through  Cowes  Roads: — 


h«  m.    s. 

Arrow 2  41     30 

Whirlwind 2  44      0 

Lulworth 2  48    35 

Glance 2  52    30 

Amazon 2  52    36 


h.    m*    8. 

Wildfire 2    62    40 

Extravaganza 2    56      0 

Mosquito.. 2    57     30 

Cyclone 3    26    30 

Vestal not  timed. 


The  yachts  had  to  stem  the  tide,  which  in  working  down  the  West 
Channel  was  agunst  them.     They  continued  without  any  material  al- 
teration in  the  above  positions  until  they  rounded  the  flag-boat  off  Tar- 
mouth,  with  the  exception  of  the  Glance,  which  managed  to  get  t~ 
weathergage  of  the  Lulworth,  and  shoot  into  third  place.     We  tim 
the  Arrow  4h.  35nu  7s.,  and  Whirlwind  4h.  56m.  32s. 

The  Arrow  gained  on  the  Whirlwind  18m.  558.,  in  the  beat  fire 
Cowes  Roads.  We  speak  without  wishing  to  disparage  the  abilities 
the  latter,  but  it  appeared  evident  the  Arrow's  pilot  was  more  awake 


m.    8 

Extrayaganza 17    40 

Amazon 21    49 
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the  set  of  the  tide,  and  thos  increased  the  distance.  Having  rounded 
the  flag-boat  they  clapped  on  more  canvas  and  came  back  to  the  starting 
vessel  with  amazing  speed,  and  as  the  old  fayorite  hove  in  sight  of  Egypt 
and  otherpoints  where  the  crowd  had  assembled,  great  anxiety  was  mani- 
fested, **  Here  she  comes  ! "  was  the  general  cry.  And  in  truth  like 
the  timid  hare  with  the  hounls  in  pursuit,  she  flew  along,  coming  in 
thus,  according  to  the  official  time  at  the  club-house :— - 

h,  m.  8.  I                                             h,  m.    s. 

Arrow. 5  56     10    Lulworth 6  23    49 

Whirlwind 6  13      7    Extravaganza. 6  24      0 

Glance 6  23    45  |  Amazon 6  3      5 

As  the  Arrow  came  in  first,  most  persons  thought  she  had  won  the 
sovereigns,  but  when  the  time  32m.,  5s.,  was  deducted  which  she  had 
to  allow  the  Glance,  it  was  found  the  latter  was  the  winner  by  4m.  308. 
The  Whirlwind  was  about  Im.  78.  over  the  time  she  had  to  receive. 
From  the  time  of  passing  Cowes  Roads  to  the  return  back  to  the  win- 
ning vessel,  the  Arrow  had  gained  the  following  time  on  her  competitors 
viz: — 

m.    8. 

Glance. 16      5 

Whirlwind 14    27 

Lulworth 23    34 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  hailed  the  winner,  but  not  with  that  public  feeling 
which  was  evinced  towards  the  vessel  so  well  known  to  all  on  the  island. 
The  Arrow  is  a  very  old  acquaintance,  she  was  planned  by  Mr.  Weld, 
and  has  won  many  prizes. 

We  believe  this  is  the  Glance's  first  visit  to  Cowes,  and  she  has 
gained  another  laurel,  and  made  an  impression  on  the  community  that 
will  not  be  easily  efhced.  The  saucy  little  minx  to  beat  one  old  enough 
to  be  her  grandmother,  oh!  fie!  Mr.  Bartlett. 

Prior  to  the  race  Mr.  Weld's  new  yacht  Lulworth  was  booked  for  ^he 
first  place,  and  having  seen  her  out  with  the  Alarm,  we  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  noting  her  appearance,  and  in  her  sailing  she  appeared  to  pass 
the  other  easily.  She  is  built  after  the  American  fashion,  sharp  bows, 
and  apparently  glides  over  the  waters,  not  through  them,  she  has  a  very 
tall  slight  mast,  in  fact  much  too  slender  for  the  immense  canvas  she 
carries,  her  main-sail  alone  we  hear  has  800  yards  in  it,  and  she  can 
hoist  a  top-sail  with  400,  which  in  anything  like  a  spanking  breeze 
would  tell  fearfully  on  her  spars.  During  the  above  match  she  had  from 
some  cause  no  chance,  and  must  sadly  have  disappointed  her  worthy 
owner.  To  this  gentleman  the  yachting  world  are  deeply  indebted,  and 
the  B.T.S.,  ought  to  be  proud  of  one  who  at  his  advanced  age  has 
energy  and  ability  to  plan,  with  spirit  to  build,  a  yacht  of  80  tons, 
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merely  to  shew  his  juniors  what  a  racing  yacht  shoold  be,  for  although 
she  did  not  shew  very  prominent  this  day,  we  feel  confident  that  if 
matched  aflter  her  proper  trim  has  been  ascertained,  nnder  the  careliil 
guidance  of  Captun  Nicholls  she  will  shew  her  stem  to  the  clippers 
afloat. 

The  Whirlwind  is  a  new  vessel  by  Hansen,  and  is  a  perfect  spedmen 
of  yacht  building,  she  is  possessed  of  considerable  speed,  and  we  expect 
she  will  prove  another  year  a  formidable  rival  to  many  of  superior  ton- 
nage. We  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Thynne  has  the  same  crew  that 
sailed  the  Wildfire  when  she  was  his  property,  if  so,  we  recommend  a 
careful  survey  of  every  rope  and  spar  before  raong,  as  they  were  wont 
to  carry  on  until  something  '<  brought  them  up  with  a  round  tum." 

The  Wildfire  was  out  of  humour  in  this  match,  she  would  not  show 
any  of  her  dashing,  daring  exploits,  the  wind  did  not  suit  her,  for  she 
is  truly  named,  the  weather  wherein  she  is  in  her  glory,  is 

**  When  o'er  the  quivering  deck  from  van  to  rear, 
Broad  surges  roll  in  terrible  career." 

The  amusement  at  Cowes  terminated  on  the  day  of  the  match  for  the 
dnb  prize  above  recorded,  with  the  Town  Regatta,  This  is  confined 
to  rowing  and  sailing  matches  among  the  tradesmen  and  fishermoi, 
which  her  Majesty  generously  supports  by  her  presence,  and  also  by  a 
liberal  donation.  Unfortunately  this  year  the  sports  were  shorn  of  their 
brightest  ornament,  as  our  beloved  sovereign  left  Osborne  on  the  Sun- 
day for  the  Channel  Islands.  However  the  junior  members  of  the 
Royal  Family  attended  in  the  Elfin,  Master-Commodore  BalUston,  and 
were  highly  delighted  with  the  amusements. 

Notwithstanding  the  two  or  three  days'  calm  this  has  been  one  of  die 
best  regattas  of  the  R.Y.S.,  that  has  been  seen.  May  each  snocesdve 
year  bring  fresh  pleasure  and  benefit  to  the  town  of  Cowes. 


THE  NEWCASTLE  KEEL. 


BY  TOM  TUG. 

*•  Weel  may  the  keel  row,  the  keel  row,  the  keel  row, 
Weel  may  the  keel  row,  my  camiy  laddie's  in. 

NxwcAms  Kblvam^  Soho. 

The  remark  in  page  190  of  the  May  number  of  your  Yachting  2 
azinSf  which  alludes  to  the  singular  method  of  steering  vessels  by  me 
of  a  large  oar  or  nnddle  fixed  to  the  quarter,  as  practised  by  the  An 
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SazonSy  reminds  me  of  the  mode  of  propelliag  the  Newcastle  keel, 
which  was  very  similar^  and  has  been  abandoned  within  the  last  twenty - 
five  years. 

The  Newcastle  keel  is  employed  almost  exclusively  in  bringing  coals 
from  the  Collieries,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne  and  Wear,  to  the  coal 
vessels  which  generally  lie  some  six  or  seven  miles  lower  down  the  river 
Wear,  they  are  of  light  draught,  have  wedge  like  bows  and  large 
beam,  taking  a  cargo  21  tons.  Each  keel  has  a  crew  of  three  men  and 
a  boy,  and  these  keelmen  form  a  very  remarkable  and  characteristio 
element  of  the  population  of  the  coal  districts  of  the  Tyne  and  Wear. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  old  mode  of  navigating  these  vessels  may 
soon  be  forgotten,  I  send  you  this  sketch  of  it,  which  many  of  your 
elderly  and  middle-aged  readers  will  recognize  with  a  smile  and  recol- 
lections of  ^'Auld  Lang  Syne." 

When  sailing,  a  tanned  lug  sail  only^was  used,  but  a  great  portion  of 
this  passage  was  made  when  rowing.  Two  men  and  a  boy  worked  a 
long  oar  over  the  quarter,  at  one  side  only,  each  stroke  was  commenced 
by  pressing  down  the  loom  of  the  oar  and  making  a  rapid  wheel  for- 
ward of  about  four  steps,  the  blade  of  the  oar  was  then  dropped  into  the 
water,  and  six  or  seven  slow  backward  paces  completed  the  stroke. 

At  the  stern  and  right  aft,  one  man  worked  a  smaller  oar,  which  re- 
acted against  the  larger  one,  and  steered  the  vessel. 

The  costume  of  these  keelmen  was  highlj  characteristic,  consisting  of 
a  dark  blue  woollen  shirt  and  stockings  with  fustian  breeches,  the  strings 
of  which  was  considered  a  point  of  keelmao's  dandyism  to  leave  untied 
and  flying  loose. 

Of  late  years  this  peculiar  mode  of  navigation  has  been  abandoned, 
still  that  of  the  vessel  remains  much  the  same,  but  they  are  all  rigged 
with  a  spritsail  and  jib,  and  when  rowed  are  pulled  by  two  equal  sized 
oars,  one  on  either  side  worked  by  two  men  each. 

All  who  have  had  much  to  do  with  them,  know  the  strong  prejudices 
of  waterside  men,  this  however  is  an  instance  that  the  most  inveterate 
"old  salts"  may  be  brought  round  at  last. 


ROYAL  SOUTHERN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  Club  has  not  met  with  the  support 
adequate  to  carry  it  on  with  spirit.  It  has  some  wealthy  members  on 
its  Register,  and  therefore  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  it  lacks  ''the 
sioews  of  war'*  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  flourishing  among  the  Royals. 
The  club-house  is  admirably  situated  as  a  niaiine  residence,  and  would 
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we  opine  be  well  attended  if  there  was  not  some  cause  for  it.  We  made 
enqoiries,  being  anxious  to  ascertain  the  facts,  but  &iled  to  elicit  any 
satisfactory  answer.  If  it  is,  as  our  compeer  of  the  Hampshire  Advertiser 
hints,  ''  because  the  town  is  flourishing  in  its  commercial  interests,"  we 
should  think  the  nobility  and  gentry  who  formerly  patronized  the  regatta 
would  not  on  that  account  withdraw  their  countenance  and  support  from 
a  sport  which  at  all  places  is  a  benefit  to  the  community.  It  cannot 
be  urged  as  an  excuse  for  non-attendance  at  this  regatta  that  the  Royal 
Pier  would  be  crowded  with  bales  and  boxes,  for  neither  were  to  be  seen, 
and  we  really  believe  the  Lessee,  Mr.  Taylor,  did  not  take  one  shilling 
extra  on  account  of  the  regatta.  There  was  no  interest  manifested, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  actual  sailing  of  the  yachts  all  was  dull, 
stale,  and  unprofitable. 

The  regattas  on  previous  years  have  occupied  two  days, — ^but  one  day, 
Tuesday,  August  12th,  was  all-sufficient  to  expend  the  amount  (95  sovs.) 
appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  prize  was  for  40  sovereigns,  given  by  the  flag  officers  of  ihe 
club,  for  schooners  of  any  Royal  Yacht  Club.  This  was  a  time  race, 
according  to  Ackers'  scale.     The  following  vessels  were  started  : — 

Nttmbered  as  in  Hmifs  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

Yachts'  NameB, 

Rig, 

Tons,, 

Owneri^ 

1057 

Wasp^ 

III 

25 

59 

74 

W.  Freeman.  Esq. 
J.  T.  Turner,  Eaq. 
F.  0.  Marshall,  Esq. 

1096 

Wildfire 

1025 

Vestal 

The  course  was  from  abreast  the  Southampton  Pier  to  the  Calshot 
Light-vessel,  leaving  it  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence  round  a  mark 
vessel  off  Yarmouth,  thence  to  East  Stourbridge  buoy,  leaving  boUi  on 
the  port  hand,  returning,  leaving  the  Light-vessel  on  the  port  hand, 
and  coming  to  the  windward  between  the  flag-boat  and  the  pier.  The 
extent  of  the  course  was  about  fifby  miles. 

At  lOh.  5m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  when  they  got  away  together « 

with  a  stiff  wind  from  the  south-east.     The  Wildfire  revelled  in  the 

breeze,  she  dashed  boldly  on,  cleaving  the  waters  with  a  determination 

to  "  do  or  die."     When  abreast  Calshot  Castle  the  Wildfire  went  ab      , 

followed  by  Vestal,  for  just  previous  to  this  the  Wasp  carried  away      r 

topmast.     The  Wildfire  continued  her  course,  and  eventually  cam      i 

as  follows  :— 

h.   m.   s.   I  h.    m. 

Wildfire 3    27    40  |  Vestal 3    5€       0 

The  second  race  was  for  cutters,  yawls,  and  sloops.     A  time         ^ 
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according  to  Ackers'  6cale>    The  prize  was  a  club  purse  of  forty  sovs. 
The  following  yachts  started  : — 

Numbered  <u  in  Hunft  Unwersal  yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

TaehU'  Namet. 

Eig. 

Ton. 

Ownert. 

326  Eirtravaffftiiza- 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

48 

11 

43 
27 
34 

Sir  P.  SheUey 
W.  Patterson,  Esq. 
A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 
T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 

213 

Cyclone. 

26 

Amazon  ........................ 

786 

Phantom 

462 

Glance 

The  course  the  same  as  the  schooner  match. 

This  race  caused  much  excitement  from  the  well-known  fiime  of  the 
yachts  engaged,  and  each  had  their  backers,  although  the  bets  were 
trifling,  still  it  showed  even  in  the  humbler  classes  that  these  matches 
were  looked  on  with  interest.  Some  considerable  time  elapsed  between 
the  firing  of  the  preparatory  gun  and  the  start.  At  lOh.  34m.  they 
canted  (they  had  been  lying  with  their  mainsails  set)  and  the  Amazon 
was  the  first  to  set  her  jib  and  foresail  and  get  away  with  the  lead,  fol- 
lowed by  Glance,  the  others  quickly  following.  When  all  had  got  fairly 
underway,  they  bowled  along  at  a  slashing  pace.  The  wind  being  about 
S.W.,  all  had  set  jib-headed  top-sails  except  the  Phaniom.  The  wind 
at  this  time  blew  too  strong  apparently  for  the  Cyclone,  as  she  lowered 
her  topsail  and  foresail,  and  set  a  smaller  jib,  the  other  vessels  carried 
on  with  all  sails,  until  they  rounded  the  Calshot  Light.  The  Amazon 
first,  Glance  second.  Extravaganza  third,  Phantom  fourth,  and  Cyclone 
last  In  this  order  they  proceeded  down  the  West  Channel,  with  a 
strong  sea  on, — the  tide  on  the  slack.  -  After  rounding  the  mark  boat 
off  Yarmouth,  the  tide  hod  changed  in  their  favour  and  they  bounded 
along  merrily  with  a  favourable  wind.  When  passing  Cowes  Roads, 
we  are  informed  the  Amazon  was  leading  about  a  minute  and-a-half 
ahead  of  Glance.  In  the  run  from  this  to  the  winning  vessel  off  South- 
ampton pier  no  change  occurred,  and  they  came  on  at  a  tremendous  pace 

arriving  thus : — 

m. 
39 


Amazon.. 4 

Glance 4 


m. 
22 
25 


Extravagance 3 

Phantom /, 4    A9 


8. 

28 
43 


Cydone  not  timed. 


The  Amazon  having  to  allow  time  to  Glance  the  latter  was  declared 
the  winner.  This  is  the  seventh  prize  won  this  year  by  the  latter,  and 
she  bids  fair  to  wrest  the  title  of  champion  from  the  Amazon,  who  gained 
that  honor  at  the  close  of  last  season.     Mr.  Hatcher,  the  builder  of  the 
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Glance,  has  added  to  his  laurels  by  the  speed  he  has  g^ven  this  beaatifol 
specimen  of  naval  architecture. 

We  should  observe  that  the  Annie  of  Plymouth  and  the  celebrated 
Thought  were  entered,  but  did  not  start 

The  third  race  was  for  cutters,  yawls,  and  sloops,  not  exceeding  12 
tons.     The  prize  was  for  a  purse  of  fifteen  sovereigns.     One  minute 
per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage.     The  following  vessels  started:^- 
Numbered  as  in  Hunt't  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Yftchts'  Nwnei. 


Rig. 


Ton. 


Ownert. 


OottrelL 

Quiver 

Little  Vixen... 

Don  Juan 

Pip 

653Mazeppa 


262 
816 
608 
260 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


9 
12 
10 
10 

7 
12 


£.  Ricketts,  Esq. 
T.  Chamberlayue,  Esq. 
R.  Wright,  Esq. 
W.Cooper,  Esq. 
Captain  Wigsell 
C.  Bromley,  Esq. 


The  course  was  round  flag-boats  off  the  Half  Bam  and  Dean's  Lake 
Buoys,  leaving  both  on  the  starboard  hand,  returning  round  the  flag- 
boat  off  the  pier,  leaving  it  on  the  port  hand;  three  times  round. 

This  match  caused,  if  possible  more  interest  than  the  last,  as  all  the 
vessels  as  well  as  their  owners  and  crews,  were  Southamptonians,  conse- 
quently the  fair  sex  joined  in  the  general  feeling.  The  Quiver  had 
gained  honors  in  the  Thames,  on  the  28  th  of  June,  when  she  beat  the 
celebrated  Esk,  Julia,  Flirt,  and  five  others,  in  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary races  that  ever  occurred.*  The  Don  Juan  was  also  known  to 
fame.  The  race  was  well  contested  throughout,  and  it  was  really  a 
pretty  match,  which  could  be  seen  from  the  pier-heads,  the  extreme 
distance  not  being  more  than  four  miles.  The  match  was  chiefly  between 
the  Quiver  and  Don  Juan,  and  at  each  round  they  were  loudly  cheered 
by  the  spectators  ashore  and  afloat.  The  following  are  the  times  of 
rounding,  and  finish:— 


Quiver.... 

Don  Juan  ...^. 
Mazeppa...... 

Pip.. 

Little  Vixen.. 
DottrelL 


iBt  Bound, 

h.  m.    B. 

2  45 

2  46 

2  47 

2  49 

2  49 

2  54 


40 
0 

40 
0 

12 
2 


2Dd  Bound, 
h.    m.    B. 

32 

33 

38 

41 

41 

49 


7 
40 
30 
10 
30 
30 


3rd  Bonud. 
h.  m.  8. 
4  14  10 
4  17  35 
4  28  52 
4  34  30 
4  37  45 
not  timed. 


During  the  afternoon  there  were  several  rowing  matches  and  duck 
hunts  for  prises  given  by  the  members  of  the  club. 

The  dinner  at  the  club  house  was  presided  over  by  Admiral  O'Brien 
in  the  chair,  supported  by  C.  Bromley,  Esq.,  in  the  vice»chair,  and  a 
*  See  page  306  of  our  present  volume. 
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Domerons  party  of  members  and  Inends.  The  Earl  Cardigan  and 
Earl  Fitzhardinge  were  unable  to  attend,  but  they  added  to  the  feast 
three  splendid  haunches  of  venison,  the  utmost  hilarity  prevailed,  and 
it  was  a  late  hour  before  they  separated. 

There  was  an  attempt  at  a  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening,  but  it 
was  of  a  meagre  description. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  been  informed  upon  undoubted 
authority  that  the  members  of  the  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  have 
held  a  General  Meeting,  and  that  its  prospects  are  once  more  in 
the  ascendant,  that  nearly  200  members  are  on  the  list,  and  a  good 
working  committee  having  been  formed ;  with  Admiral  O'Brien  at  its 
head,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  once  more  holding  its  former  forward  posi- 
tion in  the  yachting  world.  We  are  really  glad  to  hear  this  news,  and 
we  may  anticipate  a  repetition  of  the  olden  times,  when  our  nobility  and 
gentry,  with  their  &milies  graced  the  regattas,  and  gave  the  port  of 
Southampton  a  fashionable  appearance. 
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When  a  splendid  feast  is  provided  on  which  much  time  and  expense 
has  been  lavished,  what  can  be  more  vexatious  than  the  non -arrival  of 
the  invited  guests.  Such  we  regret  to  say  was  the  case  at  Yarmouth: 
an  excellent  InU  of  fare  was  issued,  but  few  yachts  were  in  attendance. 
We  have  in  former  years  complained  of  what  we  deemed  the  parsimony 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  but  now  they  come  forth  with  a  sum  of 
£250  to  distribute  in  prizes.  This  amount  was  raised  under  circum- 
stances which  tend  to  augment  the  disappointment  at  the  scarcity  of 
competing  craft. 

**  The  Yarmouth  regatta  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  in  the  year 
1846,  when  about  £130  were  competed  for.  The  proceedings  then 
occupied  two  days,  and  this  continued  to  be  the  case  until  1854,  when 
it  was  determined  to  compress  the  sports  into  one  day.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  change,  however,  but  little  excitement,  comparatively  speaking, 
was  created  ;  and  the  regatta  of  last  year, — ^from  the  bad  state  of  the 
weather,  and  the  unfortunate  accident  which  occurred  to  the  Racehorse 
lugger,  which  was  unfortunately  run  down  and  sunk,  and  from  other 
circumstances,  was  a  tame  afiair.  So  disheartening  indeed  was  its  effect 
upon  most  of  those  concerned  in  its  production,  that  it  was  feared  it 
would  be  the  last  for  some  time  to  come  in  the  Roads  ;  and  this  feeling 
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was  strengthened  some  six  weeks  ago,  when  Mr.  M.  Butcher,  upoa 
whom  the  continuaDce  of  these  sports  may  he  said  to  have  almost  de- 
pended, first  took  steps  for  holding  a  regatta  this  year.  The  first  meet- 
ing called  by  him  for  this  purpose,  was  attended  by  seven  gentlemen  ; 
while  at  the  second  meeting,  held  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  day  and 
making  arrangements  for  the  regatta,  only  one  gentleman,  Mr.  D.  R. 
Fowler,  besides  Mr.  Butcher,  was  present  Mr.  B.  thus  finding  himself 
unsupported,  naturally  determined  to  give  up  what 'he  considered  to  be, 
and  what  looked  very  much  like  a  bad  job  ;  and  it  was  only  at  this 
crisis,  when  there  was  every  likelihood  of  this  marine  water  frolic  beings 
discontinued,  that  several  gentlemen  came  forward,  persuaded  Mr.  B. 
to  renew  his  exertions,  and  acted  with  him  in  so  energetic  a  manner, 
that  the  result  was  as  fine  a  day's  sport  as  was  ever  witnessed  in  the 
Yarmouth  Roads."  The  only  drawback  to  the  pleasure  being  as  before 
stated  the  non-attendance  of  yachts. 

Tuesday  the  29th  of  July,  was  appointed  for  the  regatta,  and  altho' 
the  mom  was  gloomy  and  lowering,  yet  long  before  the  hour  for  starting 
the  mists  cleared  off,  and  a  brilliant  sun  poured  forth  his  rays  to  add 
splendour  to  the  scene.  From  a  dead  calm  as  the  day  advanced  a  gen- 
tle breeze  was  wafted  from  the  south,  which  before  noon  settled  into  a 
stiffish  south-easter.  The  appearance  of  the  town  and  beach  thronged 
with  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  showed  how  these  marine 
amusements  were  appreciated, — ^from  the  Peer  and  Peeress  to  the  plough 
boy  with  his  ^'mawther"  by  his  side  all  enjoyed  the  holiday.  Train  after 
train  added  to  the  numbers,  and  every  description  of  vehicle  was  also  in 
requisition  to  bring  the  farmer  and  his  family  to  the 

"  Gay  and  Festive  scene,'^ 

Thousands  about  noon  might  be  seen  wending  their  way  to  the  beach, 
(one  of  the  best  in  England  to  give  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  whole 
course,)  the  Wellington  pier,  the  jetty,  and  the  esplanade  were  thronged. 
The  numerous  booths  and  stalls  with  their  flags  and  banners  fluttering 
in  the  breeze  formed  an  extensive  fair,  and  from  the  state  of  the  weather 
theirs>wner8  no  doubt  reaped  a  tolerable  harvest. 

Upon  the  Wellington  pier  the  band  of  the  East  Norfolk  Militia  was 
stationed,  while  Fitzgerald^s  brass  band  of  Norwich  was  placed  upon  the 
jetty.  The  course  sailed  by  the  boats  competing  for  the  prizes,  was  in 
the  form  of  a  double  triangle,  extending  from  a  flag-boat  to  the  south 
of  the  monument,  along  shore  to  the  north,  round  a  flag-boat  stationed 
nearly  abreast  of  St.  Nicholas  Chuch,  thence  out  to  sea,  passing  round 
another  flag-boat^  and  bearing  away  to  a  vessel  moored  off  the  jetty. 
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leaving  her  on  the  port  tack,  and  passing  the  pier  to  the  southward,  a 
distance  of  about  six  miles  which  was  sailed  over  thrice  by  yachts  and 
yawls. 

The  first  prize  on  the  card  was  a  very  handsome  piece  of  plate  of  the 
value  of  100  guineas  for  schooner  yachts  ;  and  a  piece  of  plate  of  the 
value  of  40  guineas  for  cutter  yachts  between  25  and  30  tons,  but 
owing  to  the  non-eutry  of  schooners,  the  Committee  resolved  on  giving 
a  prize  of  £50  for  a  schooner  and  cutter  match  ;  for  this  the  following 
entered  :— 


No. 


Yacht's  Names. 


26  Amazon.. 


287 

43 

1039 


Rclipse.. 
Aquiline . 
Viaien.... 


Eig. 


cutter 

cutter 

schooner 

schooner 


Tona. 


48 
50 
50 
45 


Owners. 


A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 
H.  Fearon,  Esq. 
J.  Cardmall»  Esq. 
J.  Spence,  Esq. 


The  latter  vessel  did  not  start  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to 
reach  Yarmouth  Roads  in  time. 

The  gun  was  fired  at  Ih.  40m.  and  they  were  soon  underway,  the 
Aquiline  with  a  lead,  followed  closely  by  Eclipse  and  Amazon.  The 
former  kept  ahead  until  they  had  rounded  the  first  flag-boat,  when  the 
other  passed  her,  the  Amazon  taking  the  first  place,  and  in  beating  to 
windward  she  con»derably  distanced  her  competitors.  The  well  known 
sailing  qualities  of  this  vessel  made  her  the  favourite  from  the  starting; 
and  notwithstanding  the  perseverance  of  the  Eclipse,  she  finished  each 
round  ahead.  The  Aquiline  is  known  as  a  fast  yacht,  and  to  be  at  all 
times  well-handled,  yet  on  this  occasion  she  had  no  chance  with  the 
cutters. 

The  following  was  the  time  occupied  by  the  three  vessels  in  sailing 
the  match : — 


Aniaaon. 
Eclipse... 
AqiQline 


Ist  Bound 
h.  m.  s. 
2  54  0 
2  56  30 
8      6      7 


2nd  Round 
h.  m.  8. 
3    46    33 

3  50     49 

4  2     20 


3rd  Bound, 
h.  m.  s. 
4  34  58 
4  41  26 
4     58     10 


The  second  prize  was  for  a  purse  of  £30,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yawls  ; 
the  first  yawl  to  receive  £15,  the  second  £10  and  the  third  £5.  Thirty 
seconds  per  foot  was  allowed  for  difference  in  length.  The  course  was 
to  be  sailed  over  three  times.  The  boats  which  sailed  were  Queen  Vic- 
toria, 64ft.;  Reindeer,  58ft.;  Royal  Standard,  50ft.;  Lady  Hume,  54ft.; 
and  Gipsy  Queen. 
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The  start  of  these  hoats  took  place  at  2h.  22m.  They  all  got  off 
well  together,  and  kept  close  to  each  other  until  the  first  huoy  was 
rounded,  when  the  Queen  Victoria  went  ahead,  with  the  Gipsj  Qaeea 
well  in  her  wake  ;  the  Reindeer  being  third.  From  this  time  all  the 
racing  was  between  these  three  boats,  the  first  two  being  yery  doselj 
matched.  Throughout  the  whole  race  they  did  not  change  their  posi- 
tions, the  Queen  Victoria  being  hard  pressed  by  the  Gipsy  Queen,  which 
was  sailed  with  great  skill  and  judgment ;  both  these  boats  distanced 
the  Reindeer  considerably.  After  a  hard  struggle,  the  race  was  won 
by  the  Queen  Victoria,  but  only  by  a  very  few  seconds,  she  being 
something  longer  than  the  Gipsy  Queen.  The  other  boats  with  the 
exception  of  the  Reindeer  were  beaten  off.  The  time  of  coming  in  of 
the  three  yawls  was  as  follows  : — ^Queen  Victoria,  5h.  1 3m.  268.; 
Gipsy  Queen,  5h.  14m.  18s.;  Reindeer,  5h.  20m.  29s. 

The  prize  for  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  and  Visitors'  Plate,  of 
the  value  of  40  guineas,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  not  less  than  25» 
and  not  exceeding  50  tons  register,  was  not  competed  for  in  consequence 
of  a  dispute  between  the  owners  of  three  yachts  which  had  entered  for 
the  match,  with  regard  to  the  measurement,  and  the  tonnage  of  their 


The  fourth  match  was  a  rowing  one  for  £20  in  heats,  between  six- 
oared  beach  gigs  ;  the  first  boat  to  have  £10,  the  second  £7,  and  &e 
third  £3.  For  this  match  the  following  gigs  were  entered  : — Sailor*s 
Friend,  Grood  Design,  Champion,  Contest,  and  Quebec 

This  was  a  most  exciting  race,  the  crews  of  the  various  gigs,  when 
fairly  off,  bending  to  their  work,  and  each  man  striving  eveiy  nerve  in 
order  to  make  his  own  boat  the  winner.  After  a  hard  pull,  the  first 
heat  was  won  by  the  Champion,  the  Quebec  being  second.  These  two 
boats  then  laid  by,  while  the  other  boats  pulled  the  second  heat,  which 
was  won  by  the  Good  Design  ;  the  Contest  being  second.  These  four 
boats  then  pulled  the  final  heat,  which  was  won  by  the  Champion  ;  the 
Quebec  was  a  good  second,  and  the  Good  Design  an  indifferent  third. 

The  fifth  race  was  one  of  1 5  guineas,  for  latteen  and  cutter  yachts. 
This  match  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  two  yacht  matches  not 
coming  off,  which  were  inserted  on  the  card.     The  boats  which  sailed 
for  this  prize  were  : — Enchantress  19ft.,  H.  Green,  Esq.;  Kestrel,  2 
W.  Butcher,  Esq.;  and  the  Britannia. 

This  was  the  most  exciting  match  of  the  day  ;  the  first  two  hav 
sailed  together  at  the  Lowestoft  regatta,  when  the  Enchantress  w( 
owing  to  her  large  sails  assisting  h^r  in  the  light  winds  which  prevaf 
^j.     v  ^  ,1.,,.      Op  fhp  nrpsent  occasion  the  Enchantress  in  starting  t 
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the  lead,  and  maintained  it  throughout  the  race,  until  in  the  second 
round,  when  she  was  obliged  to  lower  her  mainsail  in  consequence  of 
the  wind  freshening  very  much,  and  the  sea  becoming  rather  rough  she 
gave  up  the  raee  and  made  for  the  harbour.  The  race  up  to  this  point 
caused  the  most  intense  excitement,  as  the  boats  were  never  separated 
from  one  another  by  more  than  a  few  yards,  the  Kestrel's  bowsprit  fre- 
quently appearing  to  strike  the  Enchantress's  stern.  The  Britannia  was 
nowhere.     The  course  had  to  be  sailed  but  twice  by  these  boats. 

The  Scratby,  Gorleston,  and  Southwold  life-boats  sailed  a  certain 
distance  for  the  sum  of  £15  ;  the  first  boat  to  have  £10  and  the  second 
boat  £5,  The  race  was  won  by  the  Scratby  boat ;  the  Gorleston  boat 
being  second. 

The  Thorpeness  and  Aldborough  life-boats  rowed  for  the  sum  of  £10; 
the  first  boat  to  receive  £6,  and  the  second  boat  £4.  The  race  was 
von  by  the  first-named  boat. 

The  life-boats  were  then  manceuvred,  and  various  trials  made  with 
Ufe-buoys  and  belts,  invented  by  Captain  Ward,  R.N.,  and  Mr.  Mitchell. 
The  buoy  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  very  useful  and  excellent  invention; 
it  weighs  but  Slbs,  and  is  capable  of  supporting  in  the  water  56!b8. 
A  very  excellent  contrivance,  called  a  floating  triangle,  for  saving  crews 
of  vessels  at  sea,  was  shown  by  Mr.  M.  Butcher  ;  we  believe  it  to  be  an 
invention  by  that  gentleman.  It  was  formed  of  three  tubs  and  three 
long  spars.  The  spars  were  lashed  to  the  sides  of  the  tubs,  and  then 
crossed  over  one  another  in  the  centre,  so  as  to  form  a  triangle,  and 
then  securely  fastened.  By  this  means  a  buoyant  power  was  obtained 
capable  of  supporting  several  men  high  above  the  waves.  Mr.  Butcher 
strongly  recommends  this  simple  contrivance  for  saving  life  to  all  sea- 
faring men,  as  it  can  be  made  in  a  very  short  time,  and  no  vessel  at  sea 
18  without  the  few  articles  required  for  its  construction, — three  water 
casks,  three  spars,  and  some  pieces  of  rope  being  all  that  are  required. 
When  made  it  presents  but  little  resistance  to  the  water,  and  is  in  every 
respect  far  superior  to  the  best  raft  that  could  be  formed  at  sea. 

A  strange  looking  object  called  an  American  car,  for  taking  persons 
off  stranded  vessels,  was  exhibited,  and  tried  with  success,  several  persons, 
amongst  whom  was  Captain  Ward,  R.N.,  himself  being  brought  from 
a  vessel  at  some  distance  from  the  shore  to  the  beach,  not  only  in  perfect 
safety,  but  without  their  clothes  being  wetted. 

Mr.  AfFord's  mortar  grapnell,  for  hauling  off  life-boats  in  cases  of 
emergency,  and  rockets  for  communication  with  stranded  vessels,  were 
also  shown  and  tried  with  considerable  success. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  were  concluded  by  a  duck   hunt,  there 
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being  too  much  wind  for  the  two  small  rowing  matches  which  hac  . .  . 
determined  upon. 

In  the  evening  the  Victoria  and  Vauxhall  Gardens  were  open,  and 
at  each  place  performances  of  a  varied  character,  and  displays  of  fire- 
works took  place. 

Notwithstanding  the  dearth  of  yacht  matches  the  day's  amusements 
were  enjoyed  hy  the  masses  assembled,  and  we  hope  Mr.  Butcher  and 
his  coadjutors  will  next  year  be  in  a  position  to  launch  on  the  waters 
yachts  able  to  cope  with  any  of  the  cracks  of  the  present  year. 

In  conneuion  with  this  town  we  may  be  allowed  to  notice  that  there 
are  numerous  pleasure  boats  which  hold  their  annual  Water  Frolic  on 
the  river,  the  sailing  matches  invariably  taking  place  at  Burgh  Castle, 
where  we  remember  with  pleasure  having  handled  the  tiller  nearly  half 
a  century  ago.  A  firiend  having  forwarded  a  slip  of  the  last  Water 
Frolic  we  insert  it  under  the  head  of 

THE  BTTRGH  WATER  FROLIC. 

Our  annual  water  frolic  was  held  on  Monday  July  21st  at  Burgh. 
The  banks  of  the  river,  by  which  the  regatta  was  held,  presented  the 
same  picturesque  appearance  as  they  have  done  on  so  many  similar 
occasions,  but  the  scene  was  certainly  not  so  animated  as  it  was  last 
year.  There  was,  of  course,  a  large  and  good  attendance  of  yachts, 
pleasure  boats,  wherries,  and  other  craft,  both  sailing  and  rowing ;  bat 
the  crowds  of  people  were  far  from  being  so  large.  The  regatta  seems 
to  be  looking  up,  as  there  were  several  parties  of  gentlemen,  who,  in 
wherries  which  they  had  hired  and  fitted  up  for  the  occasion  made 
quite  a  gala  day. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  fickle,  and  at  times  rather  unpleasant. 
Early  in  the  morning,  there  was  every  appearance  that  the  day  would 
be  exceedingly   sultry,  but  by    noon  the  sun  and  sky  Were  entir^y 
obscured  by  clouds  ;  and  before  the  proceedings  of  the  day  were  con- 
cluded,  light  showers  of  rain  fell.     The  wind  blew  lightly  from  the 
W.N.W.,  and  what  is  termed  a  "leading  wind";  in  consequence  of  this, 
but  little   opportunity    was   afforded  for  showing   much   skill  in   the 
management  of  the  racing  vessels,  when  competing  for  the  prizes.     The 
course  sailed  over  was  about  two  miles  in  length,  extending  about 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  west,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  ' 
east  of  the  bullock  shed.     The  course  had  to  be  sailed  over  three  tiro< 
The  entering,  starting,  and  sailing  of  the  boats  was  entrusted  to  I 
Woolston  of  Yarmouth,  to  which  gentleman,'the  greatest  praise  is  do 
for  his  indefatigable  exertions.     Fitzgerald's  band  was  in  attendance. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  day  commenced  by  a  Sailing  Match  between 
cutter  rigged  boats  not  exceeding  25  feet  on  the  ram,  for  a  silver  tan- 
kard of  the  value  of  £12  ;  fifteen  seconds  per  foot  to  be  allowed  for 
difference  of  length.     The  following  boats  entered  and  started  : — 

Daphne,  19ft.  F.  P.  Smith,  Esq.;  Oberon,  16ft.,  R.  K.  Morton,  Esq.; 
Fairy,  22ft.,  J.  Garden,  Esq. 

In  this  race  the  Daphne  took  the  lead  in  starting,  followed  closely  by 
the  Oberon.  In  the  second  round  the  Fairy  gave  up  in  consequence  of 
fouling  one  of  the  buoys.  The  Daphne  gradually  increased  her  distance 
to  the  end  of  the  race,  which  she  won,  beating  the  Oberon  by  about 
250  yards. 

The  second  match  was  one  between  two  latteen-rigged  boats  not 
exceeding  25  feet  on  the  ram,  also  for  a  silver  tankard  of  the  value 
of  £12  ;  the  same  time  per  foot  for  difference  in  length  being  allowed 
83  in  the  former  race.  The  boats  entered  were  : — Gem,  25ft. ;  Sir  W. 
B.  P.  Proctor,  Bart;  Alma,  16ft.  C.  Francis,  Esq.;  Maria,  24ft.,  Sir 
J.  PrestOD  Bart.;  Enchantress,  19ft.,  J.  Green,  Esq.;  Elizabeth,  16ft., 
R.  Crowe,  Esq.;  Shannon,  16ft.,  —  Goose,  Esq. 

It  was  evident  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  race  that  the 
Enchantress  would  be  the  winner,  she  having  one  of  the  most  enormous 
foresails  that  had  ever  been  seen  on  a  boat  of  her  size  ;  this  foresail, 
from  its  immense  size  was  the  topic  of  conversation  from  the  moment 
that  the  Enchantress  appeared  at  Burgh.  At  starting  she  took  the 
lead,  and  distanced  her  competitors  at  every  period  of  the  race,  and 
won  easily. 

The  third  and  last  sailing  match  was  for  a  silver  tankard,  value  six 
guineas,  between  five  latteen-rigged  boats,  all  of  which  were  13  feet 
in  length  on  the  ram.  They  were  as  follows  : — Atalanta,  J.  Gambling, 
Esq. ;  Fairy  Queen,  R.  K.  Morton,  Esq. ;  Paragon,  —  Brighton,  Esq, ; 
Esmeralda,  —  Trafford,  Esq.;  and  Clara,  F.  P.  Smith,  Esq. 

In  starting  the  Fairy  Queen  took  the  lead  ;  she  maintained  and 
improved  her  position  throughout  and  won  the  race.  The  Clara  was  a 
good  second. 

The  fourth  match  was  between  four-oared  gigs,  not  exceeding  25  feet 
in  length,  for  £7,  the  first  boat  to  have  £5,  the  second  £2.  The  money 
was  to  have  been  rowed  for  in  heats.  Three  boats  entered.  The 
Enigma  belonging  to  Yarmouth ;  and  the  Riot  and  Nonpareil  of 
Norwich.  The  first  heat  was  won  by  the  Enigma  ;  when  the  Pilot  and 
Nonpareil  pulled  for  the  second  prize,  which  was  won  by  the  latter. 
We  certainly  cannot  give  the  Enigma  much  credit  for  winning,  as  her 
crew  consisted  of  fine,  ftill-grown,  muscular  men,  and  experienced  rowers. 


398 


hunt's  yachting  magazine. 


The  crews  of  the  other  boats  were  all  very  young,  from  which  cinmm- 
stance  they  were  deficient  in  the  hone  and  muscle  which  their  antagonists 
possessed,  and  which  alone  gave  them  the  victory. 

This  concluded  the  proceedings  at  Burgh,  when,  of  course,  everybody 
started  for  Yarmouth,  where  a  punt  match  took  place  in  the  evening, 
This  terminated  the  day's  sport 


ROYAL  VICTORIA  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  fine  weather  which  favoured  the  Squadron  and  Southern  regattas 
appeared  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth  of  August  to  have  taken  a  final 
leave  of  the  Wight,  and  sad  were  the  forebodings  of  the  islanders. 

The  rain  was  piercing  cold,  which  aided  by  a  strong  N.N.E.  wind, 
gave  rise  to  an  opinion  that  the  Regatta  would  be  postponed,  if  not 
abandoned.  This  of  course  caused  universal  regret,  as  there  had  not 
been  a  "gathering"  since  1854:  the  Regatta  last  year  was  not  held  "in 
consequence  of  so  many  of  the  members  being  in  the  Crimea.**  But 
now  our  heroes  had  returned  to  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  a  joyous 
meeting  had  been  anticipated.  This  miserable  morning  must  have  re- 
called to  their  minds,  the  dreadful  hardships  they  had  undergone. 

The  following  yachts  entered  for  the  first  match,  which  was  open  to 
yachts  belonging  to  any  Club,  British  or  Foreign.  The  prize,  of  the 
value  of  40  sovereigns  with  10  added  by  the  Vice-commodore. 


No. 


Tachta*  Mamec. 


Rig. 


Ton, 


58 
638 
462 
697 
786 


Arrow |  cutter 

Maraquita schooner 

Glance. >  cutter 

Mosquito f...'  cutter 

Phantom J...|  cutter 


102 
105 
89 
50 
28 


T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 
F.  B.  Carew,  Esq. 
T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 
8.  Lane,  Esq. 


r 


the  starting  vessel  on  Ryde  Pier,  proceeding 
V  of  the  middle,  returning  to  the  Nab  Light, 
r-vessel.     Twice  round,  malting  a  distance  of 


The  course  was  fr 
westward  to  the  west  i 
and  back  to  the  starti 
about  48  miles. 

As  the  morning  wore  on  all  doubts  were  removed  by  the  Commo^ 
(6.  H.  Ackers,  Esq.,)  hoisting  a  blue  flag  on  the  foremast  of  his  u* 
yacht  the  Brilliant,  which  indicated  that  the  sailing  yachts  were  to  t 
the  westward  course.  At  lOh.  45m.  the  preparative  flag  was  hois' 
At  this  time  only  two  yaclits  hud  shown   any  signs  of  contending 
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the  prize,  viz  :  Arrow,  and  Mosquito,  the  other  three  declining,  and  it 
was  presumed  to  be  on  account  of  the  bobterous  weather.  That  this 
should  deter  the  Glance  was  much  wondered  at  considering  the  gales 
she  had  encountered  in  some  of  her  prior  matches.  At  llh.  precisely 
the  starting  gun  thundered  forth  the  welcome  sound.  The  Mosquito 
first  canted  round,  and  got  well  away,  followed  by  the  Arrow  after  a 
short  delay  in  getting  up  her  mainsail.  They  had  the  tide  in  their  favor, 
and  took  the  westward  course,  with  their  topmasts  struck,  as  from  the 
force  of  the  breeze  they  found  their  lower  sails  quite  as  much  as  they 
could  stagger  under.  The  Mosquito  heeling  to  the  blast  that  threshed 
her  through  the  waters  at  a  tremendous  rate.  The  Arrow,  nothing 
loth  to  face  the  pittiless  storm,  pursued  her  dashing  opponent  with  fear- 
ful velocity,  and  both  bending  to  the  fury  of  the  elements  rounded  the 
West  Buoy  nearly  together,  but  in  consequence  of  the  rain  and  haze  it 
was  impossible  to  time  them.  When  they  again  became  visible  the 
A  rrow  was  leading,  and  passed  Ryde  Pier 

h.   m.  8.   I  h*   m.    s. 

Arrow.... 11    54    0  |  Mosquito 11    56    0 

As  they  passed  the  greatest  anxiety   was  manifested   by  the  few 

"  Dreadnoughts*'  who  had  ventured  to  the  Pier-head,  and  these  consisted 

of  some  of  our  oldest  and  best  yachting  m^n,  who  defied  the  pelting 

storm,  when  two  first-rate  vessels  were  contending  for  supremacy.    From 

this  point  the  vessels  shaped  their  course  to  the  Neman,  which  they 

passed  thus  :— - 

h.    m.    8.  I  h.     m.     s. 

Arrow. 12    14    0  |  Mosquito 12    17    45 

They  then  bore  away  for  the  Nab,  and  after  a  short  time  were  lost 
to  view.  A  considerable  period  having  elapsed,  and  no  appearance  of 
the  yachts  on  their  return,  a  suspicion  that  some  accident  had  happened 
was  entertained  by  those  versed  in  yacht  sailing.     This  was  considered  a  . 

certainty  when  a  yacht  was  observed  to  leave  Sea  View,  and  proceed  to  \ 

the  S.  £.  At  Ih.  42m.  a  yacht  hove  in  sight,  having  apparently 
another  in  tow  ; — this  was  conjectured  to  be  the  Arrow  with  the  Mos- 
quito disabled,  but  our  fat  friend  of  BeWs  Life  declared  it  was  the 
reverse,  and  he  was  right,  for  as  they  neared  it  became  evident  that 
the  Arrow  was  dismasted.  We  accordingly  started  for  Sea  View  to 
ascertmn  the  cause  of  the  accident,  and  where  we  gleaned  the  following 
particulars  :  The  Arrow  having  rounded  the  Nab  about  four  miniif.es 
ahead,  her  competitor  was  carrying  on  gallantly  with  a  single  reef  only 
in  her  mainsail,  the  wind  blowing  a  hurricane:  when  o£F  St.  Helen's 
over  went  her  masts  breaking  short  off,  through  the  chain  plates  giving 
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waj.  Fortunately  no  accident  occurred  to  any  of  the  crew,  and  her 
captain  (Dyke)  let  go  a  kedge.  The  crew  set  to  with  a  will  to  clear 
the  wreck,  the  mast  and  gear  lying  alongside,  heating  fearfully  against 
the  vessel.  The  Mosquito  overhauling  her  distressed  competitor,  took 
in  another  reef  in  her  mainsail,  wore  round,  manned  her  hoat,  and  went 
alongside.  The  pilot-boat  Jane,  Mr.  J.  Grenham,  with  a  crew  of  four 
pilots,  (who  by-the-bye,  were  that  morning  ready  for  sea,  but  were  de- 
tained by  the  bad  weather)  immediately  put  off  to  the  unfortunate 
Arrow,  and  rendered  great  assistance  by  picking  up  the  spars  and  sails, 
which  by  this  time  the  crew  had  succeeded  in  cutting  adrift.  The  pilot 
boat  got  them  together  and  towed  them  in  towards  the  shore,  and, 
having  anchored  them,  returned  to  the  ill-fated  craft. 

The  Mosquito  then  took  the  Arrow  in  tow,  and  despite  the  disparity 
of  size  ploughed  ahead  with  her,  and  safely  delivered  her  at  her  moorings 
where  she  remained  that  night.  Next  day  she  was  towed  to  Southampton 
to  be  remast«d.  The  Mosquito  luffed  round  the  Brilliant,  and  we  hear 
claimed  the  prize,  but  the  worthy  Commodore  declined  giving  his 
opinion,  referring  the  subject  to  the  Committee.  The  Metropolitan  and 
local  press  (except  the  Isle  of  Wight  Observer)  have  fallen  into  error 
respecting  that  decision,  and  we  are  happy  to  announce  that  the  prue 
was  awarded  to  the  Mosquito. 

The  circumstance  of  a  vessel  towing  a  disabled  competitor  into  port 
brings  to  our  mind  a  similar  occurrence  in  which  Commodore  Ackera' 
yacht  when  in  a  race  gave  up  all  chance  of  the  prize,  being  then  leadings 
went  about,  took  his  opponent  in  tow,  and  brought  her  safe  to  her 
anchorage. 

Tuesday  I9th. — Two  matches  came  off  to-day,  and  svxk  was  the 
splendour  of  the  weather,  with  a  breeze  sufficient  to  make  a  sailing 
match  agreeable  to  those  engaged,  and  exciting  to  the  lookers  on. 

Tlie  first  prize  was  for  the  Commodore  and  Vice-commodore^s  Cup, 
open  to  all  cutters  belonging  to  the  Club.  Time  race,  calculated  by 
length  on  the  water-line  :  four  feet  to  allow  45  seconds. 

The  following  yachts  entered  for  thb  prize,  viz  : — 


No. 


Yachts'  Names. 


Rig. 


Owners. 


Shadow..., 
Thought.. 


870 
956 

38<^^xtravaganza  . 
503 
482 
928 


Hesperus.. 

Haidee.... 

Surorise. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


42 

25 
48 
51 
40 
20 


iSir  G.  East,  Bart. 
G.  Coope,  Esq. 
Sir  P.  Shelley,  Bart. 
N.  Montifiore,  Esq. 
R.  W.  Wheeler,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 
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The  coarae  the  same  as  on  Monday,  but  twice  round. 

The  Surprise  and  Shadow  did  not  appear  at  the  starting  post  at  the  speci- 
fied time.  The  others  being  all  ready,  at  lOh.  SOm.  precisely,  the  cannon 
announced  the  sound  to  *'get  underway."  Up  flew  the  snowy  canvasi  and 
all  were  soon  clothed,  but  the  palm  must  be  given  to  the  Thought,  whose  sails 
were  set  with  an  alacrity  that  was  really  surprising;  she  bounded  away  with 
the  lead,  the  breeze  being  just  suitable  to  show  her  qualities.  The  Extrava- 
ganza next  followed,  striving  by  putting  forth  her  spacious  sails  to  overreach 
her  opponent  The  old  fevorite  held  her  own,  Pickutt,  her  captain,  driving 
her  ahead  with  that  tact  for  which  he  is  so  celebrated.  His  quickness  in 
availing  himself  of  every  trifle  that  may  be  advantageous  to  his  pet,  has 
gained  him  a  well- deserved  fame.  The  Thought,  with  Pickutt  at  the  helm, 
has  been  a  sad  torment  to  the  equally  celebrated  Phantom.  Whilst  the  two 
leading  vessels  were  striving  for  the  premiership,  the  Hesperus  and  Haider 
were  jogging  along  comfortably  together,  and  they  all  passed  the  Noman  and 
Nab-light  vessel,  as  under : — 


Thought 

Extraraganza 

Hesperus 

Haidee 


They  then  pointed  for  the  Nab  on  their  return,  and  although  every  efT^rt 
was  made  by  the  Extravaganza  (o overhaul  the  Thought,  the  latter  ploughed 
through  the  waters  at  a  slashing  rate,  and  throughout  the  match  was  never 
approached  by  either  of  the  others.  Ag  tbey  passed  the  station- vessel  to- 
wards the  West  Buoy  of  the  Middle,  the  Thought  was  heading  Extravaganza 
5m  368.    The  first  round  was  finished  at  Ryde  thus :  — 


Noman. 

Nab. 

b.  m.  s. 

h.  m. 

B. 

10  59   0 

11  27 

0 

11   0   .5 

11  31 

0 

11   6   7 

11  35 

2 

11   7   1 

11  35 

0 

h.    m.    s. 

Thought I     50      0 

Eztrayaganza  s      5      0 


lies] 
Hai 


h.  m.  8. 
2  18  45 
2    SI       0 


The  Thought  had  gained  a  quarter-of-an-bour  on  the  Extravaganza,  and 
barring  an  accident  was  a  certain  winner.  Great  praise  U  due  to  the  others, 
who  persevered  though  there  was  no  chance  left.  In  the  above  order  they 
rounded  the  Nab,  and  here  the  Haidee  cried  **  Enough/'  as  she  hauled  down 
her  racing  emblem.  Not  so  the  other,  they  gave  chase — but  a  atern  chase 
is  generally  a  long  one — and  in  this  case  hopeless*  it  being  a  fair  wind  from 
the  Light  vessel  to  the  West  buoy  and  back  to  Ryde.  No  change  taking 
place  in  their  positions,  the  race  was  completed  thus  : — 

h.    m.    s.  h.    m.    9, 

Thought 4    45     15     Hesperus 5    22    32 

Extravaganza  4    55      0 

The  Thought  therefore  was  the  winner,  by  actual  time  9m.  45s.,  besides 
the  diflbrence  allowed  her  by  the  Extravaganza.  All  the  yachts  were  ex- 
tremely well  sailed  and  gave  great  satisfaction,  even  to  the  ladies,  who  where 
able  to  enjoy  the  scene  from  the  pier. 

MO.  9. — ^VOL.  V.      •  3   G 
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The  second  race  was  for  a  prize  of  the  value  of  60  sovereigns,  open  to  all 
schooners  belonging  to  the  club.  The  same  course  as  the  previous  match. 
The  following  entered  and  sinrfed : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Univer»cU  Yacht  Listjor  1856. 


No. 

Yachts*  Names. 

Klg. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

439 

Georgians 

schooner 
schooner 

110 
105 

Capt  Charles  TheUnsson. 

F.  B.  Carew,  Esq. 
J.  E.  W.  RoUs,  Esq. 
Richard  Arabia,  Esq. 

G.  H.  Ackers,  Esq. 

638 

MaraquUo 

83 

Beatrice 

Bchoonerj  208 
schooneri    64 
schooner  480 

1254 

2k>aaTe    

108 

Brilliant 

i 

The  Coquette,  (J.  H.  W.  Smith  Pigott,  Esq.,)  kindly  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Sailing  Committee,  was  stationed  off  the  pier  during  the  race,  in 
consequence  of  the  Brilliant  engaging  in  the  contest. 

At  1  Ih.  the  signal  for  starting  was  given,  and  the  vessels  got  away  in  good 
order,  the  Georgiana  with  a  slight  lead,  which  was  wrested  from  her  by  the 
Maraquita,  after  passing  the  Noman,  the  Zouave  third,  Beatrice  fourth, 
Brilliant  last.  Before  reaching  the  Nab  the  Zouave  overhauled  and  passed 
the  Georgiana^  thus  taking  second  place.  I  he  wind  had  died  away  conuder- 
ably,  and  they  struggled  round  the  Nab  as' follows: — 

h.    m.    s.   I  h.    ra.   s. 

Maraquita 11     15      0  I  Beatrice ■    12      1    31 

Zouave 11     58      0  f  Brilliant 12    20     0 

Georgiana 11     59      0  | 

After  rounding  the  light  vessel  the  Maraquita  on  the  return  bore  away  to 
the  northward.  The  Gloriana  set  her  large  jib-top-sail,  and  on  nearing  the 
Warner  a  fresh  breeze  having  sprung  up  they  scudded  past  it,  the  Zouave  on 
the  starboard,  and  the  others  on  the  port  side.  Before  reaching  Ryde  ano- 
ther change  had  taken  place,  the  Georgiana  was  second,  Beatrice  third, 
the  Brilliant  being  some  distance  in  the  rear  resigned  the  contest,  and  on 
reaching  Ryde  came  to  her  moorings.  She  had  been  entered  merely  to 
accompany  the  yachts,  without  any  intention  of  striving  ibr  the  prize.  Af^er 
passing  the  pier  the  Beatrice  succeeded  in  i^etting  second  place,  and  they 
rounded  the  West  Buoy  the  first  time,  thus. — 

h.    m.    s. 

Georgiana I    86      0 

Zouave  1    41      0 


h.    m.    s. 

Maraquita 1    31      0 

Beatrice 1    35    50 

They  then  bore  away  for  Ryde,  finishing  the  first  ronnd  as  follows: — 


h.    m.    s. 

Maraquita 2     19    40 

Beatrice 2    27    80 


h.    m«    8. 

Georgiana 2    37     32 

Zouave  2    42 


Af\er  passing  the  pier  there  was  some  pretty  manoeuvring  in  the  bight, 
order  to  weather  the  Sandheads.   At  2h.  26m.  the  Maraquita  tacked  off  shor 
IWatrice  also  at  2h.  3 Ira.  30s.,  and  the  Georgiana  at  2h.  33m.  308.,  did  t 
same:  the  latter  being  under  the  lee  and  astern  of  Beatrice,     fhe  wind  a 
peared  now  to  head  them,  and  drew  more  into  the  north-east  quarter.     T 
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h.    m.    8. 

Beatrice 6      8      0 

Zouave 6    17      0 


remaiDder  of  tbe  second  round  was  completed  with  only  one  change  in  posi- 
tions, the  Georgiana  succeeded  in  passing  the  Beatrice,  and  they  finished  the 
race  in  the  following  order: — 

h.    m.    8. 

Maraqaita 5    35      0 

Georgiana 6      7      0 

The  Maraquita  was  now  considered  the  winner,  but  as  the  old  adage  says, 
'*  there's  many  a  slip  *tween  the  cup  and  the  lip,**  and  in  this  case  it  was 
verified,  for  the  Maraquita  was  proved  to  have  "  topped  her  boom,"  before 
tbe  starting  gun  fired,  and  that  being  contrary  to  rule,  the  prize  wat  awarded 
to  the  Georgiana, 

Wedn^eday,  2()/A.— Aquarius  and  Old  Boreas  having  enjoyed  a  holiday 
yesterday,  determined  to  make  up  for  it,  so  down  came  the  rain,  the  wind 
blew  a  gale,  the  sea  rose  mountains  high,  and  the  vessels  rode  uneasily  at  their 
moorings;  but  we  are  happy  to  add  with  safety:  therefore  the  promised 
amusements  afloat  were  abandoned.  I'he  Annual  Dinner  however  took  place 
in  the  evening,  which  was  presfded  over  by  the  Comraodore,  6.  IL  Ackers, 
Esq.,  supported  by  the  Vice-Commodore,  T.  Cbambeilayne,  Esq.,  and  a 
numerous  company. 

Thureday^  2Ut — ^^The  weather  here  to  day  not  quite  so  boisterous  as  yes* 
terday,  yet  bad  enough  to  make  a  landsman  quake  for  the  safety  of  the  ves- 
seia  engaged  in  the  match. 

Her  Majesty  having  given  a  cup  of  the  value  of  100  guineas,  it  was  open 
to  }achtft  of  any  rig  or  tonnage  belonging  to  the  club  to  Contend.  'I*he  same 
course  as  the  preceding  matches,  twice  round.  The  following  yachts,  en- 
tered:— 


Numbered  as  in  Hunfe  Universal  Yacht  Listjor  1856. 


No. 


Yachts*  Names. 


Rig. 


Tona, 


Owners. 


58 

439 

6d8 

326 

503 

108 

928 

1254 

1086 

86 


Arrow cutter 


Georgiana  , 

Maraquita 

Extravaganza « 

Henperus 

Brilliant , 

Surprise 

Zouave 

Whirlwind 

Benita 


'schooTicr 

schooner 
Ctttrer 
cutter 

schooner 
cotter 
cutter 
cutter 

schooher 


102 
110 
105 
48 
50 
480 
20 
64 
89 
45 


Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 

Capt  Charles  Thellusson. 

F.  B.Carew,  Esq. 

Sir  Percy  Shelley,  Bart. 

Nathaniel  Montefiore,  Esq. 

O.  H.  Ackers,  Esq. 

T.  Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq. 

H.  Arabin,  Ksq. 

Frederick  Thynne,  Esq. 

Lieut.-Col.  Freestun,  m.p. 


The  Arrow  did  not  make  her  appearance  being  still  in  builder's  hands, 
great  was  tbe  disappointment  as  every  one  was  ansious  to  see  her  contend- 
ing once  more. 

As  the  hour  for  starting  approached  it  was  doubtful  whether  there  would 
be  a  match,  none  of  the  vessels  at  lib.  had  taken  stations.  The  gale  was 
S.U.  to  W.S  \V.     IlowivcT  at  lib.  dOm.  the  signal  was  hoisted  on  board 
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the  Brilliant  for  the  yachts  to  take  their  stations,  which  was  obeyed  by  six 
out  of  the  ten  entered. 

At  Uh.  478.  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  the  Maraquita  was  the  first  to 
obey  the  command ;  she  canted  to  the  southward,  and  was  off  under  a  crowd 
of  sail,  which  was  set  with  great  alacrity,  while  some  of  them  made  a  houg- 
hing job  of  it.  The  Zouave  took  the  second  lead,  followed  by  the  Benita, 
then  came  the  Georgians,  and  considerably  in  their  wake  came  the  Whirlwind 
and  Extravaganza,  nearly  abreast  of  each  other.  The  Brilliant,  Hesperus, 
Surprise,  and  Arrow  did  not  show  to  it. 

On  passing  the  Noman,  the  first  mark  afVer  their  departure,  we  timed  as 
follows:  — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Maraquita IS      2    30  |  Benita 13      4     90 

Zouave  12      8    50    Whirlwind  12      5      5 

Georgiana 12      4      .5  |  Extravaganza  12      5     SO 

The  Whirlwind,  in  proceeding  along  the  east  channel,  overhauled  the 
Benita  and  Georgiana  one  after  the  other  until  she  took  the  third  place 
shortly  after  pattsing  the  Warner  light-vessel,  which  was  as  follows: — 


h. 

Maraquita 12 

Zouave 12 

Whirlwind 12 


m. 

s. 

6 

30 

8 

0 

8 

30 

h.  m.    a. 

Georgiana    12  9      9 

Benita  12  9    35 

Kxtravaganza 12  10      0 


m. 

t. 

48 

SO 

50 

0 

51 

30 

The  point  of  land  at  Sea  View  soon  intercepted  our  vision,  but  such  was 
the  strong  breeze,  manifested  even  throughout  the  race,  that  in  a  few  minutes 
more  they  opened  the  point  on  their  return  from  the  Nab,  and  were  now  in 
the  following  order  on  re  passing  the  Warner: — 

h.  m.    B.  I  h. 

Maraquita  12  41     45  ,  Georgiana 12 

Whirlwind 12  44     IR    Extravaganza 12 

Zouave  12  48     15  |  Benita   12 

After  passing  the  Nab  the  situation  of  the  wind,  S.W\b.W.,  rendered  it  free 
for  the  yachts  to  the  Noman ;  but  although  they  were  carrying  a  press  of 
canvas  we  did  not  observe  any  very  material  alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
sails  irom  the  start.  The  Whirlwind  had  two  reefs  down  in  the  main-aail 
and  schooners  their  sails  reefed.  The  Extravaganza  started  with  her  try- 
sail.    The  Nomau  buoy  was  again  passed  as  here  noted:— 

h.  m.  s.  I                                             h.  m.  a. 

Maraquita 12  46      0  |  Zouave 12  50  50 

Whirlwind     12  48     16  |  Benita   12  62  0 

Georgiana 12  50    45  j  Extravaganza 12  52  30 

After  passing  the  Noman  they  severally  luffed  up  and  hauled  their  w 
to  proceed  to  the  westward — the  Maraquita  leading  by  2  minutes  15  aecor 
and  they  passed  off  Ryde  as  follows : — 

h«  m.    s.  I  h.    Di 

Maraquita I  1    25  |  Zouave 1    7 

Whirlwind I  3    50    Benita^ 1    9 

Georgiana I  7    30  |  Extravaganza I  10 
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On  proceeding  some  little  distance  further  on  the  port  tack,  the  wind 
headed  them,  and  subsequently  beat  up  to  weather  the  middle  buoy,  which 
was  accomplished  in  similar  order.  We  could  not  time  them  precisely^ 
owing  to  the  number  of  vessels  intervening.  From  the  west  buoy  of  the 
middle  the  wind  became  free,  and  the  excitement  on  the  pier  was  very  great. 
In  fact,  this  has  proved  to  be  the  only  favourable  occasion  the  Whirlwind  has 
had  since  she  has  been  afloat,  as  up  to  this  summer  she  has  sailed  under  the 
Wildfire's  masts  and  spars.  This  year  she  has  had  suitable  spars  given  to 
her  by  her  owner  Mr.  Th^nne. 

The  first  round  was  completed  as  follows :  — 

h.  m.  s.   I                                               h  m,  s. 

Maraquita 1  60  58  |  Zouave 1  59  0 

Whirlwind 1  63  29     Extravaganza.  ...  3  0 

Georgiana. 1  57      0  | 

There  were  now  only  2  minutes  and  31  seconds  between  the  two  first 
yachts.  From  Ryde  they  proceeded  to  the  eastward,  and  in  going  down  the 
East  channel  there  were  2  minutes  and  50  seconds  between  them  on  passing 
the  Noman,  and  as  they  progressed,  the  Maraquita  gained  a  few  seconds 
more.  On  shuttinj;  in  the  point  there  were  three  minutes  difference  betwecu 
them  Before  completing  the  first  round  the  Benita,  which  had  dropped 
astern  of  the  fleet,  hauled  down  her  sailing  colours,  and  proceeded  to  her 
moorings  off*  Ryde. 

The  second  round  was  sailed  under  more  favourable  auspices,  inasmuch 
as  the  wind  somewhat  subsided,  which  enabled  the  yachts  to  shake  out  their 
reefs.     They  severally  reached  the  goal  as  follows : — 

h.  m.  s.  [                                             h.    m.    s. 

Maraquita 4  3      0    Zouave  4     19      0 

Whirlwind 4  3  30  |  Extraraganza  gave  in. 

Creorgiaiia 4  10  OJ 

It  will  te  seen  that  the  Whirlwind  and  Maraquita  have  maintained  their 
positions  as  fast  vessels,  and  although  the  latter  reached  the  goal  half  a 
minute  in  advance  of  her  antagonist,  she  had  moreover  to  receive  17  minutes 
5  seconds  from  the  Whirlwind,  according  to  .  ckers'  scale. 

Friday,  22nd. — Boat  racing  and  other  aquatic  anmsements  occupied  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  there  was  a  grand  ball,  which  was  numerously  and 
fashionably  attended. 

We  cannot  close  our  account  without  congratulating  the  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  upon  the  excellent  races  they 
have  had,  and  the  capital  sport  afforded  ''  in  spite  of  the  wind  and  weather,** 
and  setting  aside  the  mishap  to  the  Arrow,  nothing  went  amiss  during  the 
week's  amusements. 

Since  writing  the  account  of  the  first  race,  we  have  been  informed  that  the 
violent  gale  was  not  the  cause  of  the  Glance  not  starting,  but  Mr.  Bartlett 
being  absent  from  Ryde  the  Captain  did  not  feel  justified  in  sailing  either  in 
mild  or  rough  weather  without  authority. 
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RUSSELL'S  BOAT  LOWERING  APPARATUS. 

Having  given  publicity  to  the  invention  of  Lacon,  and  Clifford,  Mr.  F. 
Russell  deinunds  at  our  hands  as  impartial  journalists,  a  notice  of  hia 
apparatus  for  saving  the  lives  of  our  seamen.  Whatever  may  be  our 
opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  invention  laid  before  us,  we  wish  our  yacht- 
ing friends  to  examine  it  minutely,  and  they  will  be  able  to  judge  which 
is  most  suitable  for  yachts  to  be  fitted  with. 

There  is  no  doubt  great  merit  attached  to  this  inyention,  and  every 
man  who  advances  a  means  of  saving  life  deserves  well  of  his  country. 


^«j- 


In  speaking  of  the  invention  Mr.  Russell  says  :— - 

"  The  Apparatus  was  recently  tested  off  the  Victualling  yard,  Dept'* 
ford,  on  board  the  *  Britannia,'  1500  tons  burthen,  in  the  presence  of 
several  Members  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com* 
pany  ;  various  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Dockyard,  and  a  numerous  party 
of  other  nautical  men  of  known  influence  and  experiencei  who  all  ex* 
pressed  the  warmest  approbation,  acknowledging  it  to  be  perfect  in  all 
its  details— in  a  word  pronouncing  it  to  be  the  best  invention  of  its  kind 
they  had  ever  seen,  and  worthy  of  the  immediate  and  serious  attention 
of  the  Mercantile  Marine. 

** Among  the  gentlemen  who  witnessed  the  trial  may  he  mentioned  the 
names  of  Captains  Poulten,  Austin,  Hunter,  Pelham,  and  Andrews  ; 
Messrs.  John  Hall  and  Co.,  6,  Mincing  Lane  ;  and  the  owners  of  the 
Britannia. 

"The  invention  has  also  been  fitted  on  board  the  *  Prince,'  'Gibraltar,* 
'  'owerful,'  &c.,  Royal  African  Mail  Company,  &«.,  likewise  to  several 
0  *:he  splendid  ships  of  the  General  Screw  Steam  Navigation  Company; 
S  inish,  and  Portuguese  Steam  Shipping  Company*  and  various  other 
V  «els  ;  and  in  every  instance  it  continues  to  receive  the  highest  enco- 
n   ims  alike  from  owners,  officers,  pilots  and  seamen. 
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'* Among  the  numerous  practical  results  which  have  tended  to  estabfish 
this  patent  at  the  head  of  similar  inventions,  the  following  instance  may 
be  quoted  as  a  peculiarly  convincing  proof  of  its  efficacy. 

**A  few  months  ago  the  Gibraltar  while  on  her  passage  from  Cadiz  to 
London,  was  caught  in  a  gale  off  Teneriffe,  and  a  man  was  blown  over- 
board out  of  the  rigging  by  the  violence  of  the  storm.  On  the  alaroi 
being  given  the  mate  and  others  of  the  vessel  sprang  to  the  boat — 
disengaged  it  from  the  patent  davits,  and  in  the  almost  incredibly  brief 
space  of  five  minutes  they  had  succeeded  in  rescuing  the  poor  fellow 
fipom  the  waves  ! 

DfiSGRIPl'ION. 

In  the  first  place,  although  she  has  the  great  advantage  of  resting  her 
whole  weight  upon  two  keel  cranes  (see  A,  Fig.  i,)  the  very  act  of 
lowering  immediately  disengages  her  from  them  without  hoisting  the 
boat,  (see  A,  Fig  2,)  and  at  the  same  time  projects  the  boat  several 
extra  feet  from  the  ship's  side,  and  as  both  the  pendants,  after  passing 
over  the  heads  of  the  cranes,  lead  to  one  barrel  of  the  crab  (see  D,  Fig. 
d,)  both  ends  of  the  boat  must  be  lowered  together,  and  when  near  the 
water,  one  man  can  instantly  disengage  her  fore  and  aft  by  the  lever 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  boat.  Not  by  any  chance  whatsoever  can  one 
end  be  freed  without  the  other,  as  a  rod  which  parses  between  the  keel 
and  keelson  plank,  is  connected  with  the  apparatus,  alike  at  the  stem  and 
stem. 

Secondly.— The  crab  is  plnced  flush  with  the  stanchions  ioaiue  the 
bulwark  thus  occupying  no  space  on  deck,  and  being  fitted  with  a  break, 
one  hand  on  board  can  lower  a  boat  full  of  people,  or  by  a  lanyard 
attached  to  the  handle  of  the  break,  a  man  in  the  boat  can  lower  it, 
however  weighty,  and  regulate  its  descent  w>tbout  any  one  remaining 
on  deck. 

Thirdly. — The  same  tackle  is  always  available  to  hoist  the  boat,  and 
the  crab  being  placed  at  a  distance  from  the  cranes,  which  turu  inboard 
the  boat  can  be  easily  brought  on  deck. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  simplicity  of  the  whole  arrangement  that  no 
part  of  it  can  get  out  of  order  from  rust,  disuse  or  otherwise,  being  fitted 
with  gun-metal  keys  and  bolts.  There  are  no  loose  parts,  and  no  part 
of  the  gear  is  at  all  connected  with  the  mast,  yards,  or  rigging,  and  is 
independent  of  the  bulwarks;  so  that  if  the  latter  were  carried  away  t 
davits  would  be  still  available  for  getting  out  the  boats.  | 

The  advantages  of  the  apparatus  are  evident,  from  the  fact  that  o  i 

part  of  the  boat  cannot  possibly  be  lowered  or  disengaged  without  t 
other.     That  it  is  also  rea/dy  for  immediate  use,  as  the  boat  can,  m 

\ 
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has  been  safely  dropped  from  the  davits  without  lowering  the  boat  at  all. 
When  fitted  to  a  stem  boat,  it  could  be  lowered  as  quickly  to  the  assist- 
ance of  a  man  overboard,  as  a  life-buoy  could  be  thrown  to  him. 

That  in  case  of  a  rush  being  made  to  the  boats,  one  person  could  have 
the  sole  control;  and  if  chain  pendants  are  always  used,  a  padlock  should 
be  placed  on  the  lever,  (while  in  port,)  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  of  the  crew  or  others  to  desert  with  the  boat. 

Models  can  be  seen  at  the  Hociety  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi;  at 
the  Polytechnic  Institation,  Regent  Street;  Mr.  Stebbings',  Southamp- 
ton; Messrs.  Hall's,  Mincing  Lane,  London;  and  at  Mr.  Gladstone's, 
Brunswick  Terrace,  Blackwall. 


GREAT  GRIMSBY  REGATTA. 

The  Committee  for  carrying  out  this  Regatta  offered  very  liberal  prizes 
for  Sailing  and  Rowing  matches,  od  the  29th  of  July,  and  on  that  day  the 
railways  and  steamers  deposited  ia  the  town  of  Grimsby  some  thousands  of 
persons,  all  anxious  to  see  a  repetition  of  the  sports  so  successfully  carried 
out  last  year.  But  we  regret  exceedingly  to  state  they  were  in  some  measure 
disappointed.  However  we  will  at  the  end  of  the  article  allude  to  this 
again. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  candelabrium  value  30  guineas,  for  the  first 
yacht,  and  a  silver  Tea-urn  value  25  guineas  for  the  second  yacht.  Open  to 
all  vessels  belonging  to  a  Royal  Club,  above  20  tons.  No  allowance  of  time 
for  difference  of  tonnage. 

The  Rules  specified  that  four  yachts  should  start  or  no  race ;  three  only 
entered  and  the  Committee  consented  to  their  starting. 

The  following  came  to  their  moorings  : — 


No. 


Taebts'  Namei. 


462  Glance  ^.. 
823  Rapid...,  . 
648  Maud  .... 


Big 


cutter 
cntter 
cutter 


Tons. 


35 
50 
25 


Owners. 


T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
A.  Bannister,  Esq. 
Capt.  Andrews,  Esq. 


The  course  was  down  the  Humber,  round  the  Lower  Burcum  buoy,  back 
up  the  Humber,  keeping  the  ship's  track  to  the  No.  8  Holm  buoy — rounding 
that  buoy,  returning  down  the  Humber  inside  the  Hurcum  Sand,  rounding 
the  Cleaness  buoy,  across  the  Humber,  rounding  the  South  Spit  buoy,  back 
rounding  the  lower  Burcum  buoy,  to  the  flag-ship  abreast  of  the  piers. 

The  whole  distance  being  about  twenty -four  miles,  but  owing  to  the  light 
winds  this  was  subsequently  reduced  to  eighteen. 

At  the  start  the  wind  was  about  N.W.,  and  they  moved  along  very  leisurely 
to  the  Burcum  ;  the  Glance  with  a  trifling  lead.    After  rounding  a  fresh  puflf 
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of  wiad  sent  them  merrily  through  the  water.  And  the  Glance  ever  readjr 
to  seize  an  advantage  set  her  huge  jib,  which  had  the  desired  effect  of  driving 
her  ahead,  and  placing  a  considerable  gap  beteen  her  and  her  compeers. 
The  wind  veering  to  W.S.W.  materially  assisted  her,  and  she  came  in  the 
winner.  The  Rapid  which  was  second  round  the  Burcum  struck  her  flag^ 
resigned  the  contest,  as  the  tide  had  fallen;  she  from  her  great  depth  could 
not  go  inside  the  Burcum  Sand  in  the  second  round.  Thus  the  Maud  easily 
obtained  the  second  prize.  This  match  caused  very  little  interest,  as  it  was 
evident  from  the  first  start  that  the  Glance  would  be  Al . 

The  next  match  on  the  card  was  for  a  purse  of  twenty-five  sovereigns,  for 
yachts  of  10  and  not  exceeding  30  tons.    Three  to  start  or  no  race. 

The  following  entered : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hun^s  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No, 

Yachts'  Nam«s. 

Rig. 

Ton, 

Owners. 

573 

Kitten , 

C'Jtter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

14 
22 
10 
27 

E.  Harvey,  Esq. 
Captain  Bacon 
Captain  Cator,  B.M. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

284 

Eacre .'. 

210 

Cvfimet 

786 

Phantom 

The  Cygnet  and  Eagre  withdrew  from  the  contest,  consequently  there 
was  no  race. 

A  very  pretty  match  was  steamed  between  two  little  vessels  of  about 
12  tons  called  the  Frolic  and  Eaglet,  which  caused  much  excitement,  the 
latter  winning. 

The  rowing  matches  were  well  contested,  and  of  course  were  loudly 
cheered  by  the  spectators. 

The  prizes  were  given  to  Mr.  Bartlett  and  Captain  Andrews  in  the  evening. 

The  regatta  we  are  compelled  in  justice  to  all  parties  to  state,  was  marred 
by  the  opposition  made  to  the  Amazon  entering  for  the  first  match.  Several 
gentlemen  we  understand  expressed  themselves  rather  warmly  on  the  subject. 
This  opposition  it  appears  arose  from  the  Amazon  hanng  won  a  prize  on  the 
Humber  a  month  previous.  Why  this  should  be  an  obstacle  to  her  sailing 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine ;  the  prize  was  open  to  all  yachts,  and  no  rule 
existed  to  prevent  her.  From  enquiries  we  have  instituted  we  arc  informed 
"  that  had  the  Amazon  been  allowed  to  enter  none  of  the  yachts  would  have 
entered  against  her" 

The  Committee,  considering  wc  presume,  that  if  they  did  not  agree  to  the 
objection  there  would  be  no  regatta,  submitted  to  the  dictation  of  some 
interested  parties.  Who  those  objectors  are  the  public  should  know  ;•—  r 
we  can  assure  the  Committee  that  at  present  they  labour  under  the  stig  i 
of  inviting  yachtsmen  to  attend  their  regatta  merely  to  trifle  with  their  ti  ; 
and  put  them  to  expense.  And  unless  that  opinion  is  removed  they  will  > 
well  to  save  their  money  next  year,  as  it  will  be  a  greater  failure  than  ? 
present. 
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I'hat  the  plea  set  forth  is  fiivolous,  unjust,  and  vexatious  take  for  example 
the  Glance, — she  won  a  prize  at  Kingstown  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  on  the 
following  day  nhe  won  another  at  the  same  place ;  she  won  a  prize  at  Cowes 
August  11th,  and  within  a  week  after  entered  at  Ryde  to  contend  in  a  match 
there,  this  may  be  considered  the  same  water.  No  objections  were  made, 
for  if  any  party  felt  disposed  to  raise  such  a  topic  they  knew  well  it  would 
be  laughed  at. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  the  Committee,  and  Mr.  £.  Bannister  the  Honorary 
Secretary,  for  the  ample  sum  raised  for  distribution,  and  we  exceedingly  regret 
their  desire  to  please  the  public  should  be  the  cause  of  injuring  the  prosperity 
of  future  regattas. 

Any  explanation  that  may  be  forwarded  to  us  shall  receive  attention  and 
insertion  in  the  Magazine. 


ANGLESEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

This  rapidly  rising  Club  held  its  Annual  Match  on  the  Thames,  on  the  5tb 
of  August,  and  was  numerously  attended.  The  banks  and  every  avfulable 
point  were  crowded  with  spectators.  With  the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea,  Put- 
ney, Wandsworth,  and  all  the  surrounding  neighbourhoods,  these  "  above 
bridge"  matches  create  great  interest.  The  two  Yacht  Clubs  established  at 
Chelsea  and  Battersea  vary  the  aquatic  sports,  and  as  they  are  patronized  by 
several  noblemen  and  influential  gentlemen,  their  prosperity  is  based  on  a 
solid  foundation. 

On  the  present  occasion,  August  5th,  a  handsome  silver  jug  and  cover, 
and  a  silver  cup  were  given  as  prizes.  The  first  by  the  Earl  of  Cadogan  and 
Lord  Alfred  Paget,  and  the  other  by  the  Club. 

The  proceedings  were  admirably  conducted  by  the  Commodore,  C.  F. 
Chubb,  Esq.,  and  the  Vice-commodore,  E.  S.  Bulmer,  Esq.  The  following 
yachts  took  up  their  moorings  to  compete : — 


Ko. 


Yacht's  Names. 


Rig. 


Tons. 


Ownsrs. 


Circe 

Zouave 

Eugenie. 

Anglesey 

Sprig  of  Acacia.. 

Cremornc 

Mary 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


C.  F.  Chubb,  Esq. 
W.  T.  Sawyer,  Esq. 

D.  T.  White,  Esq. 
W.  Reed,  Esq. 

W.  W.  Chamock,  Esq. 
J.  B.  Burney,  Esq. 
B.  Wyld,  Esq, 


The  time  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage  was  one  minute  per  ton. 
Course  from  Lambeth  to  Putney  and  back.  The  silver  jug  for  the  first  boat, 
and  the  cup  for  second. 

They  started  at  4h.  20m.  All  were  under  canvas  at  nearly  the  same  time ; 
Circe,  Mary,  and  Anglesey,  however,  being  the  handiest ;  although  the  Mary 
and  Eugenie  were  unable,  through  some  cause  or  other,  to  hoist  their  top- sails 


412  HUNT'S   YACHTING   MAGAZINE. 

during  the  whole  of  the  race,  which  must  certainly  have  kept  them  back 
conaiderably.  When  the  2Souave  was  entirely  in  trim  she  looked  a  beautifbl 
picture,  appearing  larger,  through  her  enormous  canvas,  than  any  of  the 
others,  and  answering  eyery  expectation  of  her  owner  and  builder  by  walking 
away  in  gallant  style,  and  remaining  in  possession  of  the  lead  for  the  whole 
of  the  distance.  The  Cremorne  was  second  in  the  start,  the  Eugenic  next, 
and  all  the  others  in  a  cluster  (except  the  Sprig  of  Acacia,  which  fell  aalera 
from  the  commencement  of  the  race),  in  which  position  they  went  throogh 
Vauxhall-hridge,  the  Mary  slightly  leading  the  second  dirision.  The  Eugenie 
now  began  to  draw  on  the  Cremorne,  and  passed  her  off  Pimlico  Pier,  but  it 
was  useless  going  iu  pursuit  of  the  Zouave,  as  she  was  unconquerable. 
Opposite  Price's  Candle  Factory  the  Anglesey  left  her  own  two  opponents, 
and  had  a  lead  to  near  the  Cadogan  Pier,  when  she  was  passed  by  the  Mary. 
The  Cremorne  came  up  again  with  the  Eugenie  here  also,  and  they  remained 
level  to  Greaves's,  when  the  Cremorne  went  into  the  second  place.  A  little 
lower  down  than  this  the  Anglesey's  main-sail  began  to  shake,  and  dipped 
the  water,  and  everything  had  to  be  cut  away  in  order  to  get  it  up  again* 
which  occupied  nearly  half-an-hour,  and  they  were  then  unable  to  set  a  top- 
sdl,  becoming  last.  The  Mary  now  began  to  overreach  the  Eugenie  and  at 
Wandsworth  Distillery  was  within  fifty  yards  of  her,  and,  continuing  to  gain 
she  came  up  with  her  at  the  Meadows,  and,  they  remained  in  this  position, 
rounding  at  Putney  abreast. 
The  following  was  the  timing  at  Putney  :— 


Zouave •.. 

Cremorne 

h.    m.    s. 

5      2    20 

5      3     10 

Mary 

Ciroe 

Sprig  of  Acacia 

h.    m. 

6      6 

5    10 

5    13 

a. 
48 
35 

Eugenie 

5       5     40 

30 

After  turning  a  good  breexe  sprang  up  which  assisted  the  Cremonie  for  a 
few  minutes,  nearer  the  Zouave.  The  Anglesisy  having  made  all  but  her 
top-sail  right,  caught  the  breeze  and  came  on  at  a  dashing  pace.  At  the 
Feathers,  the  Eugenie  had  passed  Cremorne  and  took  second  place.  The 
wind  was  very  baffling  and  caused  them  to  tack  often.  The  Anglesey,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Commodore  of  the  P.W.T.C,  (R.  Hewett,  Esq.,)  at 
every  reach  shortened  the  distance  between  herself  and  her  compeers,-HUid 
when  off  Thames  Bank  she  overhauled  and  passed  Cremorne,  and  gained  on 
the  Eugenie.  After  passing  the  New  Bridge  the  latter  crept  up  inahorev 
and  when  off  the  Penitentiary  she  made  a  tack,  but  hung  in  stays,  which  en- 
abled the  Anglesey  to  pass  her,  the  Eugenie  soon  caught  a  slight  cat*8«paw, 
and  again  headed  Anglesey,  they  ultimately  passed  the  winning  buoy,  as 
follows  :— 

h.    m.    s.  I  h,    m,    B, 

Zouave  (winner  of  the  jug.)  6 

Eugenie^ 6 

AngleBey(winnerofthecup)  6 

The  prizes  were  afterwards  presented  to  the  winners  at  Mr.  A«  Wentz 
the  Ship,  Lambeth. 


35     0    Cremorne..... 

6    49 

0 

45      0    Mary 

6    6? 

0 

45    30 
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ROYAL  WELSH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

We  have  to  record  one  of  the  best  regattas  ever  seen  in  the  Menai  Straits. 
Nothing  could  be  better  than  the  muster  of  yachts,  such  a  fleet  has  not  been 
seen  ^*  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant*',  and  it  wanted  but  a  rattling 
breeze  to  make  it  perfect. 

**  brightly,  brightly  broke  the  mom*'  of  the  8th  of  August  at  Carnarvon, 
the  sun  shone  resplendently,  and  scarcely  a  zephyr  disturbed  the  glassy 
waters;  but  still  the  crews  of  the  pretty  gems  of  Naval  Architecture  engaged 
for  the  day*s  contests  were  actively  preparing  for  the  onslaught.  Each 
rope  and  spar  examined,  and  the  anxiety  depicted  on  the  faces  of  the 
captains  foretold  the  interest  they  felt  for  the  honour  of  their  little  craft. 
This  was  no  common  meeting,  for  here  victor  met  victor,  and  a  few  hours 
would  show  the  conqueror.  The  fame  of  the  vessels  entered  for  the  matches 
was  widely  known,  and  even  the  mere  holiday  seeker  became  interested  in 
the  event. 

About  11  o'clock  the  yachts  took  their  stations,  but  the  steam-yacht  of 
the  venerable  Commodore,  T.  A.  Smith,  Esq.,  not  having  arrived,  the  pro- 
ceedings were  for  a  short  time  delayed  to  give  him  time  to  come  up.  About 
12  o'clock  she  hove  in  sight. 

The  first  prize  offered  wbb  the  Prince  of  Wales  Cup,  value  50  guineas,  to 
be  sailed  for  by  yachts  from  10  to  60  tons  old  measurement.  Time  race. 
Three  to  start  or  no  race. 

The  following  vessels  entered  : — 

Numbered  aa  in  Hmfa  Univenal  Yacht  Liitfor  1856. 


No 


Yachts'  Names 

Foarn^ , 

Surprise 

Coralie 

Kelpie 

Ranger 


Rig 

Tons 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

19 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

22 

cutter 

12 

Owner. 


891 
928 
189 
568 
821 


Major  Longfield. 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 
A.  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 
J.  Robinson,  Esq. 
J.  Clarke,  Esq. 


The  course  was  fVom  the  flag-ship  moored  off  the  yacht  club  house,  round 
a  flag  vessel  moored  six  miles  beyond  the  black  buoy  off  the  bar,  thence 
round  a  flag-boat  off  Plas  Brereton,  and  passing  between  the  flagship  and 
the  club-house.  Owing  to  Rear-commodore  Turner's  yacht  being  engaged 
in  one  of  the  races,  the  Nimrod,  Rear-commodore  Bridson,  R.W.T.C.  of  Ire- 
land, was  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  former. 

At  12h.  15m.  the  signal  being  given  they  all  slippeds  imultaneously  away, 
under  balloon  top-sails  and  jibs.  The  Surprise  took  the  lead,  and  the  others 
fi>llowed  according  to  their  stations.  The  Foam  having  the  disadvantage  of 
being  in  the  strength  of  the  tide,  against  which  they  had  to  contend.  Before 
reaching  the  Gap,  the  Foam  overhauled  Coralie  and  Kelpie,  the  wind  still 
continuing  light  from  the  east.    On  coming  to  the  Gap  the  Surprise  was  lead- 
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ing,  Foam  second,  Coralie  third,  Kelpie  fourth.     Here  we  must  now  leare 
them  going  slowly  along  while  we  look  at  the  start  for  the  next  match. 

The  second  prize  was  the  Cluh  Cup,,  value  20  guineas,  for  yachts  of  lO 
tons  and  upwards.    Time  race.    The  following  entered  :— 

Numbered  as  in  HunCa  Universtil  Yaehi  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Yachts  Nainet. 


Rig. 


Toils. 


239 
860 
163 
514 
928 
590 
689 


Dart    

Scud 

Circe 

lanthe  ... 
Surprise.. 
Lapwing  , 
Mirage.... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


10 
13 
14 
19 
10 
10 
22 


J.  G.  Griffith,  Esq. 

Cai)t,  Iremonger. 

Rear-Coni.  Turner,  Esq. 

J.  Adams,  Esq. 

T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq. 

Capt.  Hirste. 

G.  U.  Woodward,  Esq. 


The  lanthe  had  not  arrived,  being  detained  by  some  cause  at  sea,  and  the 
Surprise  was  engaged  in  the  other  race  ;  the  Dart  did  not  run.  The  course 
of  these  yachts  was  from  the  flag-ship  round  the  Black  or  Fairway  Buoy  of 
the  bar,  thence  round  the  flag-vessel  off  Plas  Brereton,  floishing  in^de  the 
flag-ship. 

At  I2h.  25m.,  they  bounded  away,  the  Circe  (one  of^the  old  school)  owing 
to  her  light  draught  of  water,  and  being  beautifully  handled  got  the  advan- 
tage of  the  start,  closely  followed  by  the  Scud.  The  Mirage  in  cooaequenoe 
of  her  topsail  fouling,  hung  a  moment,  then  off  she  sUrted  in  pursuit.  In 
this  order  they  continued  until  close  to  the  Gap  where  the  Ciice  stood  too 
close  in  to  the  Carnarvon  shore,  and  lost  the  lead.  Here  they  overhauled 
the  first  match  yachts,  and  a  rifle  ball  might  have  passed  through  the  main- 
sails of  all  seven.  It  was  a  pretty  sight  to  see  so  many  clippers  so  close 
together,  but  soon  a  change  came  o'er  the  spirit  of  their  dream,  a  nice  N.W., 
breeze  came  down  upon  them  moving  them  through  the  water  at  tolerable 
speed,  away  went  Surprise  rattling  along  looking  the  perfection  of  a  yacht. 
Foam  in  close  proximity  and  looking  as  hsndsome  as  Wanhill  always  turns 
them  out,  the  north-wester  soon  took  them  round  the  flag-boat  off  the  bar, 
which  was  rouuded  in  this  order:-— Surprise  first,  Foam  second,  Kelpie  third, 
and  Coralie  fourth. 

The  same  breeze  caught  our  other  friends ;  the  Mirage  with  her  huge  and 
beautiful  gaff-topsail  walking  away  in  style  from  the  Scud  and  Circe,  (which 
had  neither  of  them  canvas  enough,  more  particularly  the  Scud  a  new  boat,) 
and  they  rounded  the  black  buoy  Mirage  I,  Scud  2,  Circe  3,  abont  two 
minutes  between  the  first  two,  and  three  minutes  between  the  second  an( 
third.    On  re-entering  the  Gap  the  wind  again  fell  light,  and  then  veered  tc 
S.W.,  they  here  met  the  ebb,  which  being  very  strong  in  the  Gap  enabled 
the  larger  yachts  (who  had  some  six  miles  further  to  go)  to  come  up  again, 
and  they  were  all  seven  as  close  as  before ;  the  wind  still  continued  ligh* 
and  bore  them  up  to  the  flag-ship  but  slowly.    They  passed  thus  r-^Surpris 
first,  Foam  second,  Coralie  third.  Scud  fourth,  Mirage  fifth,  Circe  sixth,  and 
Kelpie  seventh. 
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The  first  five  were  very  near  each  other ;  a  raile  beyond  the  flag-ship  on 
their  way  to  the  Plas  Brereton  flag- boat  the  south-west  wind  died  away 
completely,  and  the  whole  fleet  had  to  anchor,  a  strong  ebb  being  against 
them  ;  very  soon  a  light  north-east  breeze  sprung  up  which  was  something 
like  a  trial,  as  it  made  a  dead  beat  up  to  Plas  Brereton  against  the  tide. 
Surprise  and  Foam  narrowly  watching  each  other  in  the  one  match,  Scud  and 
Mirage  in  the  other ;  Surprise,  Foam,  and  Coralie  first  got  underway,  and 
the  Surprise  evidently  had  the  best  of  it  and  worked  against  the  tide  won- 
derfully, she  passed  the  flag- boat  o£PPlas  Brereton  13  minutes  ahead  of  her 
rival,  and  the  race  was  fiuished  at  the  flag- ship  thus : — Surprise  first,  Foam 
second,  Coralie  third,  and  Kelpie  fourth. 

The  Surprise  being  the  fortunate  winner  of  the  Cup,  a  handsome  Tea 
kettle.  The  Scud,  Mirage,  and  Circe  got  underway  half  an  hour  after  the 
others  and  began  a  very  pretty  race,  but  it  was  the  Scud's  best  point  of  sail, 
ing,  and  the  Mirage's  balloon  sails  were  no  use  to  her,  the  Scud  soon  went 
away  from  her  competitor,  rounded  the  boat  off*  Plas  Brereton  at  6h.  51m. 
and  coming  to  flag-ship  to  win.  At  7h.  9m ,  the  wind  was  getting  lighter 
by  Plas  Brereton  every  tack,  and  the  Mirage  did  not  round  until  more  than 
half  an  hour  after  Scud,  Circe  did  not  round  it  at  all;  thus  the  Scud  became 
the  winner  of  the  Royal  Welsh  Y&chi  Club  Cup,  a  handsome  Claret  Jug, 
thus  bringing  the  two  Sailing  matches  to  a  close. 

The  Scud  having  been  built  in  the  Straits,  from  a  design  by  a  gentleman, 
at  Menai  Bridge,  and  belonging  to  this  Port,  was  loudly  cheered  from  the 
Standing  Stage  and  Piers,  as  she  won  her  maiden  cup. 

Several  rowing  and  sailing  matches  by  boats,  and  punt  races  came  off" 
during  the  day,  and  were  all  most  ably  contested. 


COLLISION  AT  SEA. 
On  Friday,  August  22nd,  between  eight  and  nine,  p.m.,  as  the  yacht  Viking 
was  off  Beachy  Head  on  her  return  to  Cowes  from  Dover,  she  was  run  into  by  a 
large  ship  and  received  considerable  damage,  inso.T.uch  that  she  was  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  foundering  ;  the  master  of  the  yacht,  Mr.  Jones,  when  the  vessels 
were  in  collision,  jumped  on  board  the  ship  to  ascertain  her  identity,  when  she 
proved  to  be  the  James  Holmes  from  the  West  Indies  bound  to  London.  On 
returning  to  the  yacht  they  got  clear  of  each  other,  when  it  was  found  the 
Viking  was  cut  down  to  the  water's  edge  on  the  port  quarter,  and  she  was 
filling  fast  having  a  foot  of  water  over  the  cabin  floor.  W  ith  the  greatest  pre- 
sence of  mind  he  wore  her  round  on  the  port  tack,  and  stood  in  for  the  land, 
into  five  fathoms  of  water,  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Newhaven,  where  he  let 
go  his  anchor.  Fortunately  the  weather  was  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
northward  and  westward,  and  sraootli  water,  or  the  vessel  must  have  foundered. 
As  soon  as  the  tide  was  done,  the  yacht  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  New- 
haven  where  the  damage  was  temporarily  repaired  to  enable  her  to  proceed  to 
Cowes,  which  place  she  reached  on  Sunday  at  noon.  The  damage  is  attributed 
to  the  carelessness  of  the  look-out  on  board  the  James  Holmes,  as  tlic  night  was 
clear,  and  the  ship  was  seen  for  a  good  twenty  minutes  before  the  collision. 
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The  yacht  had  a  light  up,  and  the  ship  responded  to  it  some  Ume  before  the 
eux:ident,  but  took  it  in  again.  The  yacht  was  on  the  starboard  tack,  laying 
W.N.  W.^W.,  and  the  ship  steering  outside  of  her  about  E.U8.  It  is  therefore 
evident  that  had  the  ship  ported  her  helm  according  to  the  Admiralty  regula- 
tions the  collision  would  have  been  avoided;  whereas  the  yacht  having  been 
struck  on  the  port  quarter,  the  ship  must  have  luffed  right  into  her  quarter 
and  done  the  damage. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

Sept  2.— Dover  and  Cinque  Ports  Regatta. 
2.— Port  of  Plymouth  Regatta. 

9. — London  Model  Yacht  Club  Match  at  East  Q  reenwich. 
13.— Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  closing  cruise.  New  Brighton  10  a.m. 
18.— Hastings  Regatta. 

HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOR  SEPTEMBER. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom  after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  tlie  following  places  may  be  aaoer 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


h.  m. 
3 

4 


4 
4 
5 
5 

6  35 

7  25 

8  45 

10  20 

11  48 

0  20 

1  12 

1  58 

2  40 

3  20 

4  0 

4  38 

5  20 

6  2 
6  53 

8  2 

9  40 
n  15 

0  60 

1  28 

2  0 
2  32 

2  58 


h.  m, 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Alderney 4  38 

Bantry  Bay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light...  5  23 

Eddystone ...»  3  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier.....  4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Eonsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

LeithPier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth. 8  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 3  58 

Waterford 3  43 

Weymouth 4 

Whitby 1  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeuz 4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest 1  39 


Aberdeen 

Aldborough 

Belfast 

Brigl^ton 

Carnarvon. 

Cowes  

Dublin  Bar 

DungenesB 

FoUrestone 

Foreland,  North... 
Foreland,  South  .. 

Qravesend 

Greenwich. 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour  .. 

Ipswich. 

Kentish  Knock  ... 

Lowestoft 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth 

Shecmess 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads . 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Havre  de  Grace... 

Ostende 

Honfleur 

New  York. 


h.    m 
sub  0    56 

3  S3 

4  2 
2  29 
4  47 
8 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
8 
2 

0  58 
2  27 
1 
2 
4 
5 
2 
3 
4 
1 
4 
5 


22 
55 
17 
37 
22 

4: 

87 
20 
3! 
5» 
7 
37 
37 


All  communications  must  be  directed  to  the  Editor.  6,  New  Church  Strc 
Edgware  lioad. 

Lou'lou;— liuiit,  Printer,  Oiurch  Street,  Edgware  Ro&d. 
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CRUISE  TO  THE  HEAD  OF  LOCH  ETIVE. 

Among  the  many  arms  of  the  sea  which  indent  the  western  coast  of 
Scotland  between  the  Mull  of  Cantiie  and  Cape  Wrath,  there  is  none 
that  will  better  reward  the  adyenturoos  yachtsman  than  Loch  Etive, 
wfaidi  stretches  from  its  entrance,  marked  oat  by  the  noble  ruins  of 
Dnnstafl&iage  Castle,  first  in  an  easterly,  and  then  in  a  north-easterly 
direction,  for  more  than  20  miles,  and  affi)rds  in  the  course  of  that 
extent,  a  remaifaible  variety  of  grand  and  beautiful  scenery.  There  are 
wooded  headlands,  winding  bays,  and  valleys  full  of  cultivated  beauty, 
as  well  as  frowning  rocks,  and  lofty  mountains  with  scarred  and  rugged 
rides,  opening  into  deep  corries,— the  favourite  haunts  of  the  red  deer. 
In  some  places,  the  gently  sloping  shores  let  in  the  sunshine  upon  the 
broad  boeom  of  the  lake,  while  in  others  vast  mountains  cast  an  almost 
perpetual  shadow  over  its  narrow  waters.  Tlie  lower  loch  between 
Donstafinage  and  Bunawe,  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  upper  between 
Bcmawe  and  Glen  Etive  ;  the  former,  picturesque  and  sylvan,  with  low 
rounded  UIls,  undulating  promontories,  sequestered  and  fertile  valleys, 
estates  only  pleasing  motions  ;  the  latter  dark  and  narrow,  with  preci- 
pfttoda  shores,  given  up  to  the  sheep  and  the  red  deer,  arouses  feelings  of 
awe  and  admiration  ;  while  both  united,  combine  to  form  a  whole  which 
cannot  be  matched  by  any  other  sea-loch  in  Ghreat  Britain. 

Unfortunately,  however.  Loch  Etive  has  been  as  yet  very  imperfectly 
surveyed,  no  sufficient  examination  having  been  made  of  it  above  Stone- 
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field  Bay,  about  7  miles  from  the  pretty  town  of  Oban.  The  existing 
charts  are  exceedingly  inaccurate  ;  and  a  rery  dangerous  bank  off  the 
embouchure  of  the  river  Awe,  where  there  is  also  a  strong  tide  race,  is 
not  even  indicated  in  Norrie's  chart,  although  the  soundings  are  there 
partially  given  as  far  up  as  Bunawe.  These  defects  will,  however,  be 
shortly  removed,  as  the  Officers  stationed  at  Oban  in  charge  of  the  sur- 
vey of  Scotland,  are  at  present  engaged  in  completing  the  examination 
of  this  most  interesting  Loch.  At  its  entrance,  a  short  distance  above 
Dunstaffnage,  are  the  dangerous  rapids  of  Connal  Ferry,  where  the  tide 
runs  more  than  8  miles  an  hour,  and,  at  ebb,  breaks  right  across  the 
narrow  and  rocky  channel  in  one  sheet  of  white  foam  ;  while,  to  add  to 
the  risk,  a  rock,  covered  at  high  water,  shoots  up  almost  in  the  centre  of 
the  passage.  It  is  therefore  advisable  for  those  yachtsmen  who  wish  to 
explore  Loch  Etive  to  secure  the  services  of  a  pilot,  and  we  can  recom- 
mend our  Falinurus,  John  Mackenzie  of  Oban,  as  having  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  all  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  its  navigation* 

The  best  winds  for  ascending  Loch  Etive  are  South,  or  S.  Westerly, 
the  most  favourable  for  descending  North  Easterly.  The  Narrows  most 
be  passed  with  a  leading  wind,  and  the  first  of  flood  ascending,  and  with 
slack  water  flood  or  the  first  of  ebb  in  descending. 

Haying  made  these  preliminary  remarks  with  regard  to  a  lake,  of  whose 
very  existence  many  of  our  readers  may  possibly  be  ignorant^  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  the  narrative  of  our  cruise.  At  1 1  o'clock  on  a  fine  July 
morning  we  sailed  firom  Oban  bay  in  a  cutter  yacht,  of  12  tons,  passing 
between  the  ivy-dad  keep  of  Dunolly  Castle,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Me 
Dougal's  of  Lorn,  and  the  Maiden  Isle,  shaving  the  latter  as  dose  as 
possible  in  order  to  keep  the  deep-water  channeL  The  tides  at  Connaly 
though  only  four  miles  dbtant,  are  two  hours  later  than  at  Oban ;  and 
when  a  vessel  arrives  too  soon,  or  when  the  wind  is  mifavourable  fiv 
passing  the  Rapids,  she  ought  to  anchor  in  the  bay  on  the  south  side  of 
Dunstaffnage  castle,  where  she  will  be  perfeotiy  sheltered,  and  may  wait 
for  a  suitable  wind  and  tide.  The  channel  between  Dunstaffioage  and 
the  larger  of  the  two  Islands  firom  which  it  takes  its  name*  is  in  some 
places  very  shallow ;  but,  by  keeping  near  the  centre,  and  somevAat 
dose?  to  the  island  than  the  castle,  all  danger  will  be  avoided.  There 
is  no  passage  between  the  two  islands,  but  there  is  a  practie"*-'^ 
channel  on  the  northem  side  of  the  little  isle.  The  view  of  the 
trance  to  Loch  Etive,  shortly  before  arriving  at  DunstaSnage, 
exceedingly  picturesque,  and  the  sketcher  would  do  well  to  draw  it  ^ 

*  Donstaffhage  means  <*Ca6tlc  of  the  two  Islands.*'    It  is  a  royal  caatl 
whiefa  the  Duke  of  Argyle  is  hereditary  ke^>er. 
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this  poiat  ;  the  grand  old  castle  forms  an  admirable  foreground,  the 
contours  of  the  deep  bay  of  Lochnell,  with  its  wooded  heights  and  silvery 
beach,  are  full  of  grace  and  variety,  while  the  dbtanoe  is  nobly  filled  up 
by  Ben  Durinish  and  the  twin  peaks  of  the  lofty  Ben  Cruachan.  In 
Lochnell  bay  we  observed  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  the  same  name 
aoeidentally  burnt  down  some  years  ago,  and  the  green  mound  which  is 
Sttppoeed  to  mark  the  site  of  Berigonium^  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Pidiw 

After  pasang  Danstaffnage  we  shaped  our  coarse  for  Connal,*  keeping 
the  p<»nt  of  the  larger  island  and  the  ferxy -house  in  a  liney  passed  the  long 
gravelly  spit  of  Lidiack  Point,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Bapids  ;  when, 
as  we  had  nicely  calculated  our  time,  and  had  a  favourable  breeze,  we 
eneoontered  neither  difficulty  nor  danger.  In  passing,  we  kept  the  rock 
in  the  centre  of  the  Narrows  on  our  port  hand,  which  is  the  best  plan, 
though  there  is  also  a  clear  channel  on  the  other  side  of  it.  The  ferry  at 
Connal,  narrow  in  itseli^  is  still  further  contracted  by  a  reef  of  rocks 
which  runs  partly  across  it,  and  the  roaring  of  this  great  salt-water 
cataract,  during  ebb  tide,  may  often  be  heard  10  miles  off  though  the  fall 
is  only  about  6  feet  Owing  to  this  inequality  of  the  waters  without  and 
within,  there  is  seven  hours  flood  and  five  hours  ebb  at  Connal ;  and  it 
takes  two  hours  for  the  tide  without  to  equalize  the  waters  pressing  down 
fitom  within.  Soon  after  getting  through  the  Narrows  we  passed  the 
beautifblly  tttuated  mansion  house  of  Ardchattan,  standing  amidst  thick 
woods  and  fertile  fields.  Near  it  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Priory  of 
the  same  name,  built  by  John  McDougal  in  the  ISth  century,  and  where 
Bobert  the  Bruce  once  held  a  parliament  It  was  burnt  by  Colkitto 
doring  the  wars  of  Montrose.  The  next  point  of  interest  was  the  village 
<lf  Bunawe,  about  12  miles  from  Oban,  where  Loch  Etive  receives  its 
principal  feeder,  the  river  Awe,  which  issues  from  the  side  of  the  lake  of 
the  same  name,  and  traverses  the  romantic  pass  of  Brander  on  the  flanks 
of  Ben  Cruachan,  the  scene  of  the  defeat  of  John  of  Lorn,  by  Robert 
the  Bruce. 

At  Bunawe  the  bolder  features  of  the  scenery  around  Loch  Etive 
begin  to  develop  themselves  ;  between  it  and  Glen  Etive  there  is  no  road, 
and  the  pedestrian  must  be  content  to  scramble  along  mountain  sides, 
\  gullies  and  water-courses,  wind  round  bays,  and  wade  through  bogs. 


*  Connal  is  thus  alluded  to  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the  Ist  Canto  of  the  Lord 
of  the  Isles:— 

'*  From  where  Mingarry  sternly  placed. 
O'er  awes  the  woodland  and  the  waste, 
To  where  Danstaffnage  hears  the  raging, 
Of  Connal  with  his  rocks  engaging." 
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befove  he  can  reach  the  head  of  the  upper  looh  ;  and  eren  then,  he  will 
have  15  miles  further  to  walk,  before  he  gaina  Kiii§^houae»  the  neareat 
Inn,  a  day's  work  suffident  to  knock  up  any  but  the  stoutest  nountaiiieer. 
Aboye  Bnnawe  the  dangers  of  the  naTigation  of  the  loeh,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  arising  from  sudden  squalls,  may  be  said  to  be  over  ; 
there  are  no  rocks  or  shoals,  and,  on  both  sides^  there  is  deep  water  to 
within  a  cable's  length  of  the  shore.  The  huge  baae  of  Cruaohaa  ob 
one  side,  and  the  copse-clad  crags  of  Ben  Durinish  on  the  other,  confine 
its  waters  ;  and,  further  up  Cruadian  is  succeeded  by  Ben  Stun,  ex- 
posed by  the  dark  buttresses  of  Cruyan  ;  while,  at  the  head  of  the  lake, 
rise  the  sharp  peaks  of  the  three  Buchails,  the  giant  watchers  of  Olen 
Etive.  On  the  sides  of  Cruachan  open  up  the  wild  Grlen  O,  and  tbe 
green  and  smiling  Qlenconaglas,  a  beautiful  pastoral  valley  watered 
by  the  Armaddie  river,  in  which  the  fishing  is  first  rate,  but  most  strictly 
preserved.  The  whole  of  the  district  around  little  or  upper  Lodi  Etive 
forms  the  Marquis  of  Breodalbane's  deer  forest ;  his  shooting  lodge  ia 
rituated  some  distance  up  GHenconagles ;  red  deer  and  gamekeepers  are 
the  lords  of  the  mountains  and  streams;  and  any  attempt  to  cast  a  fly 
either  in  the  Etive  or  Armaddie  will  at  once  be  stopped. 

Loch  Ness  generally  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  the  deepest  lake  in 
Scodaud,  but  our  highland  Palinurus  assured  us  that  tins  was  a  popular 
error,  and  asserted  the  superior  claims  of  Loch  Etive.  There  had  been, 
he  said,  a  tradition  of  long  standing  that  near  Strono  (as  a  bluff  pio- 
jecting  boldly  into  the  lake  is  called)  its  waters  were  fiithomless,  and  this 
he,  and  some  Oban  fishermen,  determined  a  fow  years  ago  to  test  They 
accordingly  procured  230  fathoms  of  line,  fastened  an  anchor  to  the  end 
of  it,  commenced  sounding,  and  found  the  greatest  depth  off  Strono  to 
be  206  fathoms,  or  some  hundred  feet  deeper  than  the  deepeat  pari  of 
Loch  Ness. 

When  about  5  miles  from  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  7  above  Bumwe^ 
the  wind,  wluoh  had  all  day  been  light  and  baffling,  at  last  headed  us, 
and  we  therefore  anchored  for  the  night  close  to  the  shore,  a  little  below 
the  granite  quarries  of  Barr.     There  was  a  quantity  of  natural  biidi- 
wood  all  along  the  sloping  banks  above  our  anchorage,  among  wfaidi 
charcoal  burners  were  busily  engaged  in  preparing  charcoal  for.  the  «e 
of  the  iron  furnaces  at  Bunawe,  which  have  been  in  operation  since  '* 
middle  of  last  century  ;  and  wreaths  of  blue  smoke  were  curling 
through  the  light  green  foliage,  marking  where  the  heaps  were  amould 
ing,  carefully  watched  day  and  night  to  prevent  their  setting  fire  to  ' 
surrounding  trees.     Loch  Etive  is  very  subject  to  sudden  and  vio^ 
squalls  of  wind  from  the  high  lands  around,  which  require  to  be  caret 
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g^uarded  against  We  were  not^  however,  disturbed  in  our  somewhat 
exposed  aDchoiage,  the  rain  which  poured  incessantly  during  the  whole 
night  being  sufficient  to  damp  the  spirits  of  the  most  boisterous  squall 
that  ever  roared  across  a  highland  loch. 

Early  next  morning  we  got  underway,  and  with  a  favourable  breeae 
made  sail  for  the  head  of  the  lake.  After  passing  the  granite  quarries 
we  entered  upon  the  wildest  and  most  rugged  part  of  the  scenery,  a 
narrow  reach  of  dark  water,  blackened  by  the  long  shadows  of  Ben  Stirra 
and  Cmyan.  As  the  mists  gradually  cleared  away  firom  the  mountain 
■ides  and  summits,  we  saw  the  effects  of  the  heavy  nuns  which  had  for 
8f»ne  days  been  falling.  Every  g^lly  and  rift  on  the  precipitous  hill  sides 
was  swept  by  a  torrent  pouring  down  in  white  fiNim,  and  the  air  was 
filled  with  the  hollow  sound  of  innumerable  waterhlls  ;  the  weather  too, 
wae  in  admirable  keeping  with  the  stem  character  of  the  landscape  around 
us  ;  wreaths  of  grey  mist,  now  hidmg,  now  floating  aside,  and  revealing 
monntmn  peaks  aiid  deep  ravines,  while  occasional  gleams  of  sunshine 
gilded  the  rocks  above  us,  and  lighted  up  the  sullen  waters  of  the  lake. 
The  sides  of  Ben  Stirra  bear  deep  scars  of  the  ravages  of  the  winter 
torrents,  which  have  iu  many  places  torn  up  the  soil  to  a  great  breadth, 
and  replaced  it  by  a  perfect  chaos  of  stones  and  debris.  On  the  opposite 
aide  the  vast  mass  of  Cruyan  rises  almost  [perpendicularly,  presenting  a 
succession  of  huge  rocky  buttresses  toweling  up  like  the  walls  of  some 
castle  of  Titans.  Many  of  the  crags  are  broken  into  singular  and  fan- 
tastic forms,  and  would  afford  Mr.  Kuskin  most  curious  examples  of 
**  rock  fracture".  There  is  a  striking  resemblance  between  this  mountain 
and  the  hill  of  Maimer  which  rises  above  Loch  Treachtan  in  Gienco  ; 
indeed  the  mountains  around  this  upper  reach  of  Loch  £tive  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  Gienco,  which,  however  cannot,  iu  like  manner,  boast 
of  a  fine  arm  of  the  sea  winding  among  their  recesses.  The  distance 
between  the  two  Glens  is  not  great,  and  there  is  a  mountain  pass  near 
the  head  of  Loch  Etive  well  worth  exploring,  which  after  about  three 
hours  rough  walking  will  lead  the  pedestrian  into  Gienco. 

The  river  Edve  runs  into  the  head  of  the  loch  through  the  glen  of  the 
same  name  ;  it  is  an  excellent  fishing  stream,  but  like  all  those  in  this 
neighbourhood,  strictly  preserved.  Although,  however,  river  fishing  is 
prohibited,  there  is  capital  fishing  for  whiting  in  Upper  Loch  Etive;  and 
those  yachtsmen  who  are  fond  of  it,  would  do  well  to  provide  themselves 
with  a  store  of  bait  firom  the  mussel-bank  off  Bunawe.  It  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing  for  a  party  of  four  fishermen  (each  working  two  hand-lines)  to 
catch  from  4000  to  6000  whitings  in  a  single  day.  Besides  whitings 
there  are  other  fish,  denizens  of  Loch  Etive,  of  a  less  attractive  character, 
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namely  conger  eels  which  (according  to  our  pilot)  grow  to  between  7 
and  8  feet  long,  and  are  almost  as  carnivorous  as  sharks  ;  indeed  he  tried 
to  prevent  us  from  bathing  at  Bunawe  in  case  we  should  become  food 
for  eels. 

After  remaining  some  hours  at  the  head  of  the  loch  and  walking  a 
short  distance  up  Glen  Etive,  dominated  by  its  three  Buchails,  we 
retraced  our  steps  to  the  yacht ;  and,  at  2  o'clock,  set  out  on  our  return 
voyage.  The  wind,  unfortunately,  was  southerly,  and  we  had  the  tide 
against  us,  so  that  we  had  to  beat  down  the  whole  way,  and  were  at  last 
obliged,  about  7  o'clock,  to  come  to  anchor,  a  cablets  length  from  the 
shore,  in  a  beautiful  little  bay  just  above  the  embouchure  of  the  liver 
Awe.  There  is  a  store  at  Bunawe  for  the  use  of  the  workmen  engaged 
in  the  granite  quarries  and  foundry,  at  which  biscuits,  grocery,  and  occa- 
sionally butcher's  meat  may  be  procured  ;  but  the  yachtsmen  exploring 
Loch  Etive  ought  not  to  trust  to  this,  but  should  provide  themselves  with 
stores  at  Oban  ;  for,  as  the  Narrows  at  Connal  can  only  be  passed 
either  way  with  a  leading  wind,  they  may  possibly  be  detained  several 
days  within  the  loch.  Above  Bunawe  nothing  can  be  got ;  and,  at  the 
ferm-houses  below,  the  eggs,  butter,  and  milk  are  all  bespoke  by  the 
public  coaches  which  pass  daily,  so  that  they  do  not  find  it  worth  dieir 
while  to  sell  anything  to  such  birds  of  passage  as  yachtsmen.  There 
is  a  fine  view,  looking  up  the  lake,  from  the  spot  where  we  lay,  taking 
in  Ben  Stirra  and  the  glens  between  it  and  Cruachan,  while  the  copse- 
clad  crags  of  Ben  Durinish  come  well  in  in  the  foreground  ;  we  sketdbed 
the  scene,  and  would  beg  to  recommend  it  to  our  brother  amateuze. 

Next  morning  was  bright  and  warm  with  a  light  breese,  so  we  got 
early  under  way,  and  passed  safely  the  dangerous  bank  oflF  the  mouth  of 
ihe  Awe  which  is  not  laid  down  in  the  charts.     Keep  it  on  the  port 
hand  going  down,  but  do  not  shave  the  opposite  shore  too  closely  as  there 
are  large  stones  ofP  it;  below  this  the  loch  is  deep  and  spacious.     In  the 
afternoon  the  wind  failed  us,  and  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  all  hopes 
of  getting  through  Connal  until  the  following  day.      We  therefore 
anchored  in  Stonefield  Bay,  between  the  south  shore  and  Macnabs  Island^ 
marked  by  a  few  plane  trees  and  some  traces  of  ruined  buildings.     Thb 
anchorage  is  more  out  of  the  tides  than  any  other  in  Loch  Ekive.  There 
was  a  glorious  sunset ;  the  sun,  sinking  behind  the  Sound  of  Mi  " 
threw  a  bright  column  of  golden  flame  across  the  quiet  bay  where 
were  moored,  and  the  near  hills,  in  deep  purple  shadow,  brought  c 
the  warm  tones  of  the  sunset,   while  the  eastern  sky  was  of  the  deep 
azure  and  without  a  cloud. 

To-day  our  invaluable  pilot,  who  is  evidently  impressed  with  tlie  i 
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that  we  huve  not  an  adequate  conception  of  the  dangers  of  Connal  Ferry: 
a  place  which,  he  told  us,  he  never  passed  **  without  every  hair  of  his 
head  standing  on  end'\  has  heen  amusing  us  by  relating  t^palling  stories 
of  the  dangers  of  descending,  which,  he  will  have  it,  is  much  more 
haasardous  than  ascending  Connal.  Three  vessels,  according  to  his  story, 
are,  at  this  momenti  grating  their  ribs  on  the  rocks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Narrows,  having  attempted  to  pass  them  at  an  improper  time  ;  in  one  of 
these  were  two  brothers;  their  sloop  struck  upon  the  rock  in  the  centre 
of  the  channel  ;  one  tried  to  escape  in  the  boat  which  was  instantly 
swamped,  and  the  other,  while  attemptbg  to  let  go  an  anchor,  was 
washed  overboard  and  drowned.  In  the  other  two  cases,  the  vessels 
perished,  but  the  crews  were  saved*  He  also  told  us  that  he  remem- 
bered of  twenty*three  lives  having  been  lost  upon  Loch  Etive,  chiefly 
€rom  the  oversetting  of  boats  in  the  violent  gusts  that  rush  down  from 
the  mountains;  and  (awful  to  relate)  none  of  the  bodies  were  ever  found, 
having  fallen  a  prey  to  the  carniverous  congers  which  infest  the  lake. 
The  worthy  pilot,  however,  draws  a  very  long  bow  in  every  thing  that 
relates  to  the  highlands,  and  his  stories  acquire  a  large  grain  of  salt  to 
be  swallowed  along  with  them. 

According  to  him,  the  crops  in  some  places  on  the  wild  shores  of  Loch 
Etive  are  as  early  as  in  the  Lothians ;  the  Hebrides  are  as  fertile  as  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  cli£&  of  Staffa  higher  than  those  of  the  Giant's 
Causeway.  His  stories,  however,  had  their  effect,  and  somewhat  alarmed 
the  worthy  owner  of  the  yacht,  albeit  a  good  sailor  and  experienced 
traveller,  who  forthwith  began  to  be  troubled  with  uneasy  visions  of  a 
fortnight's  detention  in  Loch  Etive,  of  supplies  running  short,  and,  being 
obliged  to  eat  the  boy  without  pickles  ;  or  imagined  his  'bonny  bark 
fbondering  in  the  Rapids,  and  himself  becoming  food  for  congers  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  passed  a  very  uncomfortable  night  though 
nooored  in  as  quiet  an  anchorage  as  ever  received  a  wearied  sailor. 
Fortunately  his  presentiments  of  evil  were  soon  dispelled,  for,  next  morn- 
ing we  started  at  6  o'clock,  passed  Little  Connal,  where  we  were  a  good 
dcAl  tossed  about  in  the  tide  race,  reached  the  Rapids  just  at  the  slack 
water  on  the  top  of  flood,  found  everything  almost  as  smooth  as  a  mill- 
pond,  and  got  safely  through  by  the  same  passage  we  had  used  in  ascend- 
ing. Shortly  afterwards  we  passed  Lidiack  Point,  the  channel  between 
Dnnstaffiiage  and  the  big  island,  and  were  snugly  moored  in  Oban  Bay 
by  11  o'clock. 

It  may  be  mentioned  for  the  information  of  those  who  would  wish  to 
visit  the  magnificent  scenery  of  Upper  Loch  Etive,  but  who  have  not  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so  in  a  yacht,  that  this  may  be  done  dther  from 
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Bunawe  or  Oban  ;  the  former  is  10  miles  Dearer  to  the  head  of  the  loch, 
and  a  boat  may  be  hired  for  the  days'  excursion  for  about  the  same 
number  of  shillings.  A  very  early  start  will  be  advisable,  as  there  is 
fuMy  20  milec  sailing  or  rowing,  and  if,  in  addition  to  this,  the  tourist  is 
desirous  of  walking  some  distance  up  Glen  Etive,  he  will  find  the  hours 
of  the  longest  summer^s  day  well  nigh  exhausted  before  he  gets  back  to 
Bunawe.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  prefers  starting  from  Oban,  he  will 
have  the  advantage  of  a  better  boat  and  more  experienced  pilot  ihan 
could  be  procured  at  Bunawe,  but  he  will  also  have  10  miles  further  to 
go,  and  will  require  to  remain  all  night  at  the  head  of  Loch  Etive  in  a 
cottar  or  gamekeeper's  house,  unless  he  has  had  the  precaution  to  take 
a  portable  tent  along  with  him.  This  latter  plan,  howeyer,  although 
more  expensiye  and  occupying  longer  time,  undoubtedly  affords  the  beet 
opportunities  of  studying  and  enjoying  that  unrivalled  combination  of 
lake  and  mountain  scenery  ;  and  we  feel  well  assured  that  all  those  who 
may  be  induced  to  repair  to  the  spot,  and  there  fill  up  for  themselves 
the  faint  outline  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  sketch,  will  find  them- 
selves most  amply  rewarded  for  the  time  and  trouble  which  the  journey 
may  cost 

Before  concluding,  we  would  beg  to  direct  the  special  attention  of 
landscape  punters  to  this  most  magnificent  of  the  Scottish  sea-lochs;  the 
discomforts  attendant  upon  a  visit  to  its  upper  extremity,  the  fatigue, 
rude  fSure,  and  hard  lodging,  would  be  fully  repud  by  the  images  of  wiU 
and  stem  grandeur  with  which  it  would  store  their  portfolios,  and  enridi 
their  minds;  and  we  should  rejoice  to  see  its  varied,  and  almost  unknown 
beauties  presented  to  the  public  by  the  magic  pencils  of  Bright,  lUchard- 
son,  07  McCulloch.  A.  T. 


ROYAL  NORTHERN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 
The  beautiful  water  at  Dunoon  bore  on  its  bosom  a  splendid  fleet  of 
yachts  on  the  21st  and  22d  of  August,  assembled  to  join  in  the  festivitiea 
offered  by  the  above  club.     The  neighbouring  shores  were  lined  with 
^ectatorsy  and  a  numerous  party  assembled  on  board  the  Club  vessel 
the  Orion,  who  were  enlivened  throughout  the  day  with  strains  of  swr-^ 
music  by  the  band  of  the  Queen's  Own  Regiment  of  Glasgow  Yeomai 
Cavalry.     There  was  a  very  fresh  breeze  which  was  exceedingly  fkvoi 
able  for  the  sailing  matches.    John  Houldsworth,  Esq.,  the  Vioe-Co 
modore  of  the  Club,  officiated  as  chief  officer. 

The  First  race  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  sixty  guineas,  preseni 
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by  the  Vice-Commodore  to  be  sailed  for  by^^yacdts  of  a  Royal  Club,  of 
10  tons  and  upwards,  steered  by  members.  Time  race,  Ackers'  scale. 
The  course  was  round  the  Toward  Buoy,  and  Bosneath  patoh  and  back, 
a  distance  of  about  32  miles.     The  following  entered  :— - 

Numbered  ae  in  Hunfe  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1856. 


N    . 

Yachts*  Nomet. 

Big. 

Tonx. 

Owners. 

394 

Foam .,.., ,..,., 

cutter 

25 
35 
85 
41 
80 
80 

Major  Longfleld 
William  W.  Hozier,  Esq. 
Andrew  E.  Bjme,  Esq. 
Francis  R  Beid,  Esq. 
John  Spiers,  Esq. 
John  M.  Rowan,  Esq. 

902 

Sophia 

189 

Coralie^ 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

918 

Ptfllla 

Cnuader 

5%a 

Olthona 

In  the  above  list  are  four  yachts  built  by  the  Messrs.  Fife,  two  of 
which  have  been  some  ''  time  out,''  and  are  known  to  fame,  and  the 
other  two  "  introduced"  this  year  ;  and  as  they  were  now  to  test  their 
powers  for  the  first  time  in  their  native  waters,  of  course  much  specu- 
lation was  afloat  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Crusader  and  Olthona,  or  as  a 
friend  of  ours  will  have  it  '^lothona."  Which  is  right  we  must  leave  to 
others  to  find  out. 

At  the  given  signal  they  all  prepared  to  start,  which  was  effected  at 
the  following  times  and  order  :*— 

h.    m.   s.  h.     m.  s. 

Foam 12    88     15  |  SteUa. 12    47     12 

Sophia. 12    31    20  I  Crusader 12    47    47 

Cocalje 12    46     18  I  Olthona 12    48    81 

They  all  got  well  away:  although  the  Olthona  was  a  considerable 
time  after  the  first  before  she  was  fairly  on  her  journey,  she  soon  chal- 
lenged one  after  the  other,  and  took  the  lead,  which  she  kept  through- 
oat,  and  finally  arrived  at  the  winning  point  the  Vice-commodore's 
yacht  in  the  following  time  :-^ 

h.  m.    8.  I                                              h. 

Olthona. 5    44    51  |  Coralie 6 

Crusader 6    26    10  I  Sophia 6 

SteUa 6    28       5  j  Foam 6 

The  Oithona  was  declared  the  winner,  having  saved  her  tim^  and 
several  minutes  to  spare. 

For  the  second  race,  a  prize  value  10  sovereigns,  for  pleasure  boats, 
not  exceeding  10  tons.  Several  boats  were  entered,  but  only  one  having 
come  forward,  the  race  was  postponed. 

Third  mateh  by  skiffs,  with  one  lug  sail,  employed  in  fishing,  and  not 
exceeding  19  feet  keel ;  first  boat  £3;  second,  £1  ;  the  course  for  which 
was  round  the  Chance's  moorings  at  Hunter's   Quay,  distance  six  miles. 

NO.  10. — VOL.  v.  3  k 


m. 

8. 

86 

40 

44 

30 

51 

16 
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Three  started  :  the  first  prize  was  won  easily  by  the  Thistle,  belonging 
to  Mr.  James  Hopkirk,  Largs  ;  the  second  by  the  Star,  Mr.  James  Me 
Lauchian,  Greenock. 

Several  rowing  matches  closed  the  first  day^s  sports. 

Second  day. — There  was  a  larger  assemblage  of  yachts  and  spectators 
than  on  the  previous  day.  A  moderate  breeze  from  the  eastward  which 
died  away  during  the  day ;  but  in  the  afternoon  a  fine  weatherly  breeze 
sprang  up.  The  second  race  on  the  card  a  prize  yalue  30  soTereigos, 
open  to  yachts  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs  not  exceeding  20  tons  was  started 
first.     There  were  three  competitors,  viz  : — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yaeht  List  for  IS56. 


No. 

Yachts' Namoft. 

Rig. 

TODB. 

Ownen. 

Maud 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

6 
16 
10 

St  Clair  J.  Byrne,  Esq. 
W.  Houldsworth,  Esq. 
J.  Young,  Esq. 

859 

Scud... 

92T 

Sunbeam 

The  course  was  round  the  Mavis  buoy  in  Wemyss  Bay,  and  the  Ros- 
neath  patch  and  home,  a  distance  of  upwards  20  miles.  An  excellent 
start  was  effected. 

As  the  Maud  is  built  on  a  peculiar  model,  and  was  the  winner  at 

the  last  regatta  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club,  her  performances 

excited  considerable  interest     The  Scud,  however,  took  a  decided  lead, 

and  it  was  soon  seen  that  the  Maud  was  no  match  for  her  in  beating 

to  windward.     In  runnmg,  however,  she  recovered  a  great  portion  rf 

her  lost  ground  ;  but,  on  the  beat  home  from  Rosneath  patch,  the  Scud 

increased  her  lead,  and  they  arrived  at  the  goal  as  follows  :— 

h.   m.   8.  I  h.    m.   s. 

Scud 5    30  58    Sunbeam 6    4    37 

Maud 5    49  16  I 

The  Scud  was  therefore  declared  the  winner. 

As  competitors  for  the  Dunoon  Cup,  value  60  guineas,  open  to  yachts 
of  20  tons  and  upwards,  there  appeared  the  Oithona,  Stella,  Coralie, 
Crusader,  and  Foam.  The  course  was  round  the  Mavis  buoy,  Toward 
buoy,  and  Rosneath  patch,  and  home,  with  an  additional  turn  round  the 
Mavis  buoy  ;  distance  about  32  nules.  At  lb.  30m.  the  gun  was  fired 
for  starting. 

Before  reaching  the  Mavis  buoy,  the  Oithona  took  the  lead,  follow 
by  the  Crusader,  and  the  yachts  passed  Dunoon  on  their  way  to  Roe 
neath  in  the  following  order  :*— Oithona,  Crusader,  Coralie,  Foam,  an 
Stella,  there  being  a  difference  of  about  10  minutes  between  the  firs 
and  second.     On  their  way  home,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  tL 
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Commodore,  the  Foam  came  up  to  leewaid  of  the  Coralie,  passed  her» 
and  took  the  third  place.  The  jachts  then  steered  for  the  Mavis  hnoy, 
and  the  Cmsader  ultimately  reached  Dunoon  first ;  hut  the  match  not 
having  been  concluded  before  8  p.m.y  the  cup  will  be  run  for  ag^in  next 
season.  The  superiority  of  the  Crusader  in  light  winds  was  manifested 
in  this  race,  and  the  manner  in  which  she  hung  on  to  the  Oithona,  not- 
withstanding the  great  disparity  in  size,  and  a  difference  of  5  minutes  in 
starting,  shews  that  in  moderate  weather  she  is  fiilly  a  match  for  her 
formidable  opponent* 

The  third  sailing  match  was  for  lug-sail  boats  not  exceeding  19  feet 
keel.  Course  round  the  Gantocks,  the  moorings  of  Chance,  in  Holy 
Loch,  and  home,  about  6  miles.  Three  started  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — Thistle,  Hopkirk,  1  ;  Ailsa,  Main,  2  ;  Lily,  ConoUy  3.  Several 
rowing  matches  concluded  the  sports  of  the  day. 

Third  day. — This  day  having  been  fixed  for  a  Match  for  a  grand 
Corinthian  Cup,  value  60  guineas,  presented  by  the  gentlemen  of 
Crreenock  for  yachts  of  10  tons  and  upwards,  the  Commodore's  yacht 
anchored  off  the  Albert  Quay.  There  was  a  stiff  breeze  from  S.W., 
and,  as  there  were  nearly  fifty  yachts  and  pleasure  boats  cruising  about 
in  all  directions,  the  sight  was  exceedingly  animated  and  beautiful. 

In  Corinthian  matches  the  yachts  are  steered  and  manned  by  gentle- 
men alone,  and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  crews  for  the  vessels 
entered,  the  race  did  not  start  until  half-past  one  o'clock.  The  course 
was  round  the  Gantocks,  the  Shoals  buoy,  and  home,  about  1 6  miles, — 
and  its  shortness  was  somewhat  disadvantageous  to  the  larger  yachts. 

The  following  yachts  came  to  the  start: — 

Numbered  a»  Hunts  Umversai  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

YaohUi*  Names. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

918 

Stella. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

41 
35 
30 
16 

Francis  R.  Held,  Esq. 

189 

Coralie 

Andrew  E.  Byrne,  Esq. 

Crusader • 

John  Spiers,  Esq. 
W.  Houldsworth,  Esq. 

859 

Scud 

The  race  was  very  closely  contested,  and  the  yachts,  which  were  well 
iiandled  by  their  crews,  arrived  as  under  : — 
h. 


Stella 3 

Coralie. 3 


m.  8. 
20  0 
22  12 


h.    m,    8 

Crusader 3    22  42 

Scud 3    36  34 


The  Crusader  having  come  in  within  the  time  allowed  for  difference 
of  tonnage,  won  the  Cup.  Shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  race  the 
Club  Yachts  and  the  other  vessels  not  belon^^ing  to  this  locality  took 
their  departure. 
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BRISTOL  AND  BRISTOL  CHANNEL  REGATTA  OFF 
WESTON-SUPERMARE. 

Great  preparations  had  been  made  for  sm^cessfully  carrying  out  tliis 
long  anticipated  regatta,  and  on  Monday  the  15  th  ult.  it  came  off  under 
the  patronage  of  several  gentlemen  well  known  in  the  yachting  circles, 
among  whom  we  recognize,  J.  H.  Smyth-Pigott,  Esq.,  James  Tliom- 
son,  Esq.,  J.  Cardinall,  Esq.,  W.  J.  Patterson,  Esq.,  and  E.  Hill,  Esq. 
There  was  a  stiff  breeze  blowing  from  W.N.W.,  causing  much  swell  in 
the  bay,  and  rendering  it  unpleasant  for  communication  with  the  shore. 
In  the  forepart  of  the  day  there  were  several  driving  showers,  which  how- 
ever cleared  off  towards  noon. 

The  first  match  was  between  nine  pilot  boats,  for  a  prize  of  £20,  and 
for  which  the  following  started: — Mischief,  Emma,  John  and  Elica, 
Melampus,  Mary  Ann,  Miranda,  Sarah,  Avelyn:  after  some  excellent  sea- 
manship it  was  won  by  the  Mischief. 

A  match  between  pleasure  boats  for  a  purse  of  £20,  was  contested  by 
the  Waterlily,  Mr.  Mayo,  Charlotte,  Mr.  Wellington,  Mysteiy,  Mr. 
Harris,  Haidee,  Mr.  Gibson,  Look-Out,  Mr.  Wood,  Arrow,  Mr.  Gonl, 
and  Lapie,  Mr.  Pridham.  These  boats  varied  in  their  measurement 
from  21  to  34  feet.     It  was  won  by  the  Arrow. 

Several  rowing  matches  were  advertised  but  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
weather  they  were  abandoned. 

Second  Day, — ^All  interest  was  centred  on  the  grand  match  of  the 
regatta,  the  Bristol  Channel  Cup,  value  fifty  guineas,  by  yachts  of  any 
rig.  Course  twice  round  the  Steep  and  Flat  Holmes,  and  a  third  time 
round  the  Steep  Home.     The  following  entered, — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Universal  Yacht  List  for  1S56. 


No. 


Yachts*  Names. 


102|Bonita 

4dj  Aquiline 

jSilvcr  Star.. 
213|Cyclone 


Rig. 


cutter 

schooner 

cutter 

cutter 


Tons, 


32 
55 

48 


Owners. 


Edwards.  Hm.  Esq. 
J.  Cardlnali,  Ksq. 
Patrick  Daniells,  Esq. 
William  Patteraon,  lEaq. 


The  Le  Reve,  39  tons,  J.  Thomson,  Esq.,  owner,  was  entered,  H*^ 
owing  to  an  accident  did  not  start. 

After  some  trouble  the  yachts  were  placed  in  order,  and  at  l?h.  44. 
they  started,  the  Silver  Star  with  the  lead:  Cyclone  cloee  up,  follow 
by  Aquiline,  and  then  Bonita,  which  latter  experienced  some  diffieoll 
in  getting  away,  in  consequence  of  her  spring  fouling.     They  proceed 
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at  a  siashiug  pace  to  beat  up  for  Fiat  liolme,  the  Cyclone  endeavouring 

to  overhaul  the  Star,  and  as  they  rounded,  the  former  rushed  up  to  her 

opponent,  and  a  severe  struggle  took  place,  which  ended  in  Cyclone 

getting  aliead;  the  Aquiline  and  Bonita  both  well  up.     Soon  as  she 

bad  rounded  the  Cyclone  set  balloon  jib  and  topsail,  and  away  she 

flew  staggering  under  thid  pressure  of  cauvas,  however  she  ploughed 

safely  through  the  heavy  swell,  followed  by  the  others  like  hounds  after 

deer.     The  pretty   Aquiline  now  seemed  to  awaken  to  the  position  in 

which  she  was  placed  before  strangers,  thought  it  high  time  to  show  the 

Bristolians  what  she  could  do,-~with  this  resolve  she  dashed  up  to  the 

Star  and  passed.     Bonita  followed  her  example,  and  after  a  short  race 

beam  to  oeam  she  gained  third  place,  and  in  this  order  they  passed  the 

Coquette,  the  station- vessel. 

h,    m.    8.  I  h.    m.    s. 

Cyclone 2    81    20  i  Bonita. 2    36    15 

Aquiline.., 2    38    20  |  Stiver  Star 2    36    30 

Afiter  rounding,  the  Silver  Star  resigned  the  contest.  And  the  others 
settmg  their  working  jibs  beat  back  to  the  Flat  Holme.  Unfortunately 
the  Cyclone  carried  away  her  jib  tackle,  and  down  came  the  sail,  drag- 
ging in  the  water  ;  this  gave  Aquiline  an  opportunity  to  gain  first  place, 
and  she  bore  away  for  the  Welch  shore,  fully  determined  to  push  her 
advantage.  She  rounded  the  Flat  Holme  first,  and  considerably  increased 
her  distance  before  rounding  the  Station-vessel ;  'ere  reaching  which  the 
sea  again  washed  Cyclone's  balloon-jib  off  her  bowsprit,  and  it  was  hang- 
ging  over  her  bows,  thus  retarding  her  speed.  In  this  way  she  passed 
the  station-vessel. 

h.    m.    6. 

Aquiline 4    17    80 

Cyclone.. 4    ii7     lo 

Now  on  they  dashed  for  the  Steep  Holme,  and  tack  for  tack  they 
straggled  through  a  heavy  sea,  careening  over  from  the  pressure  of  a 
strong  wind  ;  and  a  fine  display  of  seamanship  was  exhibited  between 
the  Cyclone  and  Bonita,  which  ended  in  the  latter  passing  her  opponent, 
and  rounding  the  Steep  Holme  twice  her  length  ahead  of  her.  Night 
having  set  in,  and  the  flood  tide  running  round  the  island  with  great 
velocity,  it  became  dangerous  to  the  competing  vessels.  Still  they 
surged  ahead,  and  the  Cyclone  regained  the  lead  of  Bonita,  and  after  a 
difficult  passage  they  all  rounded  thus  :•— 

h.    m.    8. 

Aquiline 7    17    17 

Cyclone 7    58    20 


b.    m.    s. 
Uonita 4    42     12 


h.    m.    8. 
Bonita. 7    59    30 


Thus  ended  as  spirited  a  race  as  was  ever  run,  and  the  first  time  ves- 
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aels  were  knowD  under  any  circumstaDces  to  have  beaten  round  the 
Steep  Holme  against  a  west  and  mad  spring  tide,  which  in  this  channel 
runs  six  knots  and  causes  a  very  heavy  sea.  The  Cyclone  was  evidently 
the  favourite  at  starting,  and  we  can  only  attribute  her  losing  the  race 
to  her  having  washed  her  large  jib  off  her  bowsprit,  and  which  for  a 
number  of  miles  was  hanging  round  her  forefoot  She  was  overloaded 
with  spars  and  canvas,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  her  fine  and  powerful 
qualities.  She  was  dragging  her  bulwarks  through  the  water  half  the 
race  instead  of  sailing  on  her  keel,  and  at  one  time  she  by  over  to  such 
a  degree  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  haul  in  her  mainsheet.  The 
Aquiline  and  Bonita  were  both  well  handled  and  sailed. 


The  first  day  was  closed  by  a  superb  Dinner  at  the  Town  Hall,  ac 
which  J.  IL  Smyth-Pigott»  Esq.,  presided,  supported  on  his  right  by  the 
Rev.  Wadham  Williams,  and  on  his  left  by  Gaptun  Beadon,  r.n.,  H, 
Rocket,  E^q.  occupied  the  vice  chair.  Among  the  company  we  noticed 
Sir  J.  Hare,  E.  Pigott,  C.  A.  Gibson,  J.  Thompson,  J.  lUthbone^  W; 
and  T.  Patterson,  Esqrs.  and  seyeral  other  supporters  of  yachtmg. 

Afi»r  the  cloth  was  removed  the  Chairman  proposed  the  usoal  loyal 
toasts  which  were  heartily  responded  to. 

H.  Rocket,  Esq.  proposed  **  The  Army  and  Navy,"  he  was  sure  when 
they  (the  meeting)  remembered  the  privations  they  had  endured  on  be- 
half of  their  country,  the  battles  they  had  fought,  and  the  victories  they 
had  won,  they  could  not  but  receive  the  toast  with  the  liveliest  entha« 
siasm.  He  would  couple  the  toast  with  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who 
was  now  present,  and  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  service — Captain 
Beadon.     (Cheers.) 

In  acknowledging  the  honour  the  gallant  Captain  thanked  them  for 
the  very  flattering  manner  in  which  the  toast  had  been  received.  Each 
one  had  his  particular  post  to  fill  in  the  service  of  his  country. — It  was 
that  of  the  gentlemen  around  him  to  provide  those  munitions  of  war, 
whilst  it  was  his,  in  conjunction  with  the  service  to  which  he  belonged 
to  use  them  against  the  enemy;  and  he  was  sure  as  long  as  their 
navy  had  a  plank  to  stand  upon,  or  a  shot  in  the  locker,  they  would 
not  yield  in  defence  of  their  country. 

The  Vice-president  next  proposed  the  health  of  members  of  the  Ray 
Yacht  Squadron.  He  remarked  on  the  importance  of  encouraging  i 
much  as  possible  the  spirit  of  naval  enterprise,  as  connected  with  tl 
welfare  of  the  nation.  He  regarded  the  yacht  squadrons  as  nurserii 
for  the  British  navy,   and  observed  that  great  praise  was  due  to  t) 
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Cbairman  and  the  other  members  of  Royal  Yacht  Squadrons  present:  to 
the  former,  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  founding  the  Weston  Regatta^ 
and  the  latter  for  bringing  their  vessels  to  compete.  (Drunk  with  three 
times  three.) 

The  Chairman  returned  thanks.  In  corroboration  of  what  Mr.  Rockett 
had  said  in  reference  to  the  yacht  clubs  being  nurseries  to  the  navy,  he 
observed  that  a  young  man  who  had  entered  his  yacht  as  a  cabin  boy 
some  years  since,  was  now  in  her  Majesty *s  navy,  and  was  rising  in  the 
service.  He  expected  shortly  to  hear  that  he  was  a  master  of  a  steamer. 
With  regard  to  the  Bristol  Channel  Regatta,  he  hoped  they  would  im- 
prove every  year,  and  that  it  would  ultimately  be  second  to  none  in  the 
kingdom.    (Cheers.) 

The  chairman  then  proposed  the  Bbhop  and  Clergy  of  the  diocese, 
coupling  with  the  toast  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Wadham  Williams. 

The  Rev.  W.  Williams  returned  thanks. 

The  Vice-chairman  proposed  the  Members  for  the  city  of  Bristol, 
especially  naming  W.  H.  G.  Langton,  E^.,  whose  libeaality  was  being 
continually  manifested,  not  only  in  assisting  the  poor  and  needy,  but  in 
forwarding  every  laudable  object  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
-mty  of  Bristol.  He  had  nobly  supported  the  present*  Regatta  with  a 
subscription  of  £6,  and  to  him  and  to  other  liberal  gentlemen  in  Bristol 
was  greatly  owing  the  success  of  the  Regatta  thus  far.  He  hoped  the 
inhabitants  of  Weston-super-Mare  would  in  future  take  a  warmer  interest 
in  the  matter  and  come  forward  with  greater  liberality.  (Drunk  with 
^plause.) 

Mr.  Gibson  returned  thanks. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  healths  of  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Hill, 
the  shipbuilders  of  Bristol,  whose  names  were  connected  with  great  ad  - 
yantages  in  maritime  enlterprise. 

Mr.  W.  Patterson  returned  thanks.  He  had  used  his  best  exertions 
to  forward  a  Bristol  and  Bristol  Channel  Regatta,  because  he  felt  that 
Bristol  ought  to  have  a  regatta,  holding  the  place  that  she  did  among 
the  ports  of  the  country. 

Sir  John  Hare  proposed  the  health  of  the  Chairman,  and  coupled 
that  toast  with  the  name  of  Edward  Pigott,  Esq. 

Mr.  Pigott  briefly  returned  thanks. 

Captain  Beadon  said  it  was  always  necessary  in  carrying  out  any  im- 
portant undertaking,  to  enlist  for  the  work  some  bold  spirits  who  would 
lead  the  matter  on  to  a  successful  issue.  They  had  found  out  the  im- 
portance of  this  on  the  present  occasion,  and  g^at  praise  was  due  to  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Management,  who  had 
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worked  so  efficiently  in  the  cause.  He  begged  to  propose  the  health  of 
the  Hon.  Secretaiyy  Mr.  Stringfield,  and  the  Committee  o£  Manage- 
ment     (Drank  with  musical  hononn.) 

Mr.  Stringfieid  begged  to  thank  the  gentlemen  for  the  manoer  in 
which  his  name  had  been  mentioned,  in  connection  with  the  Committee 
o£  Management.  He  was  always  ready  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to 
promote  any  public  amusement  of  an  unexceptionable  character.  (  Hear.) 

Several  other  toasts  followed,  and  the  party  broke  up^  highly  gratified 
by  the  evening's  entertainmmit.  The  band  played  the  National  Anthem 
at  the  conclusion. 

On  Wednesday  morning  J.  Cardinallt  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  beanti- 
fill  schooner  Aquiline,  and  winner  of  the  Bristol  Channel  Cnp^  gave 
a  handsome  Breakfast  to  the  Committee  and  a  large  party,  at  the  Bath 
Hotel.  Unfortunately,  this  gentleman  was  unable  to  land  from  his 
yacht,  on  account  of  the  heavy  sea  in  the  bay,  and  die  chair  was  taken 
in  his  absence  by  J.  H.  Smyth«Pigott,  Esq.,  who  proposed  the  health 
of  Mr.  Cardinall:  the  Chairman^s  health  as  the  Founder  of  the  Regatta, 
was  drank,  as  also  that  of  J.  Thomson,  Esq.  of  Milford. 

James  Thomson,  Esq.  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  suggested,  that 
the  Bristol  Channel  Regatta  should  be  a  permanent  and  moveable  aqua* 
lie  event     That  it  should  take  place  alternately  at  Weston  and  Ifilibnl, 
with  occasional  visits  to  other  ports;  and  that  in  1857,  it  would  take 
phice  at  Milford.     It  was  hoped  that  this  resolution  would  induce  ihe 
inhabitants  of  Weston,  who  had  been  most  materially  benefitted  on  the- 
present  occasion,  to  come  forward  more  liberally  another  year,  and  in  the 
meantime  to  do  their  best  to  promote  the  construction  of  a  pier,  or  at 
least  some  sort  of  a  landing-place  at  half  tide  for  boats>  so  as  to  enaUe 
yachts  to  visit  the  bay  with  some  comfort.     It  was  mentioned  aa  an 
illustration  of  the  deplorable  insufficiency  of  Weston  in  this  respeot,  thmi 
on  Monday  evening  five  gentiemen  had  been  unable  to  land  fipom  their 
yachts  to  attend  the  public  dinner  at  the  Town«hall,  and  it  was  not  a 
little  commented  upon  that  the  giver  of  the  break£ut  and  winner  of  the 
Cup  had  been  prevented  himself  from  presiding  over  his  own  hospitality. 
Mr.  Sympson  spoke  with  great  effect  on  this  subject,  holding  out  hopes 
of  a  New  Pier  Company,  under  better  ausjAces  than  the  last,  and  with 
reference  to  the  New  Joint  Stock  Company's  Act,  to  timit  the  liability 
of  shareholders.     Mr.  James  Thomson,  whose  fame  as  an  Engineer  b 
widely  known,  also  contributed  some  practical  remarks  of  great  ▼alas 
and  interest  to  the  discussion. 

The  whole  of  the  proceedings  passed  off  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
and,  no  doubt  the  regatta  will  be  permanently  established. 
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Tss  pnblie  had  long  been  apprued  ^  the  intention  ef  a  GoBunittee^f 
gentlemen  to  get  up  a  marine ^fe;  and  in  aecordance  with  the  announoe- 
ment  on  the  28th  and  29lih  of  Julyv  the  event  came  off,  and  ^m  lift 
regalarity  and  ponctualUy  observed  in  the  proceedings  the  whole  affiolt 
wiis  crowned  with  success. 

Ursi  day. ^^ At  an  early  hour  the  South  Wales  and  Vale  of  Neath 
Railways  began  to  discharge  their  living  cargoes,  estimated  to  the  amount 
of  4000  persons.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  masses  to.ei^oy  the  sports 
that  every  availaUe  point  was  <«owded  long  before  the  hour  of  startiag% 
Let  our  readers  pictare  to  tlieniselvee  15,000  persons  asttoiabfad  (with 
bonds  of  musis,  banners  flying,  and  yachts  flitting  to  and  firo  on  the 
Walters,  all  intent  on  one  grand  object)  and  they  can  better  conceiTe  %h«n 
words  can  describe  the  imposing  scene. 

llie  sports  began  with  a  match  for  £14  between  pilot  boats,  in  which  the 
fc^owiog  contended  : — Singleton,  Tom  Rosser,  Zion,  Faith,  Swaozey,  Ssrafa, 
Neptune,  Henry,  Providence,  and  Vivian. 

They  started  at  Ih.  30m  ,  to  go  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  Frovidence 
took  the  lead ;  she  was  followed  by  the  Zion  and  Sarah.  The  course  to  the 
first  mark  was  S.E.,  the  wind  at  the  time  being  W.S.W.,  the  Providence 
maintained  the  start  round  the  first  mark.  She  was  followed  by  the  Singleton 
and  Zion.  In  coming  down  by  the  wind  to  the  -western  mark,  the  Vivian 
and  Faith,  however,  headed  the  other  boats,  and  the  contest  over  the  whole 
length  was  close  and  shirp  between  these  two,  the  Vivian  being  a  length 
ahead  of  the  Faith,  who  was  followed  at  a  greater  distance  by  the  Providence. 
In  this  manner  the  western  mark  was  rounded,  and  the  boats  returned  to  the 
winning  mark  in  the  following  order  : — Vivian  Ist,  Faith  a  good  second, 
Providence  Srd^ — after  a  greater  interval  than  between  the  first  two,  Zion 
4  th ;  and  closely  pressing  her  Tom  Rosser,  5th.  Here  an  interval  again 
occurred,  which  was  filled  up  by  Singleton  6th.  These  boats  were  the  whole 
entitled  by  their  position  on  the  first,  to  compete  on  the  second  day.  The 
Sarah  came  in  7th,  and  the  other  boats  arrived  at  various  intervals. 

As  to  its  general  character,  this  race  was  pronounced  by  impartial  and 
qualified  observers  to  be  highly  creditable  to  the  nautical  skill  of  the  Swansea 
pilots  as  a  body ;  and  the  impression  produced  upon  strangers  was  that,  as 
seamen,  they  are  fully  up  to  the  important  duties  that  devolve  upon  them  aa 
pilots. 

The  second  match  was  for  the  Member's  Cup  of  the  value  of  25  sovereigns, 
by  yachts  of  10  and  not  exceeding  25  tons.  Time  race,  according  to  Ackers 
acale.  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Rules.— Entrance  One  guitiea. 

The  following  yachts  were  entered  for  this  race  :— 

HO.  10. — ^VOL.  V.  3  L 
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Numbend  at  in  Hunf»  Univenal  Yacht  LUiJor  1656. 


No. 


Tftchtt*  Names. 


Big, 


Toni. 


Ownara. 


S 
664 

514 
987 


Silver  Star.. 

Adiante 

Surprise  .... 

lanthe 

Vesper 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


23 
23 
19 
19 
15 


P.  Daniels,  Esq. 

W.  Patterson,  Junr.,  Bsq. 

T.  W.  Tetlej,  Esq. 

J.  Adams,  Esq. 

G.  A.  BeTan,  Esq. 


This  was  to  nautical  men  the  most  interesting  of  the  day.  The  start  was 
the  average  of  what  might  be  expected  in  such  cases.  Of  the  6ve  competi- 
tors four  were  of  no  ordinary  standing,  being  indeed  well  known  and  bonoor* 
ably  spoken  of  for  their  achievements  at  other  regattas  than  those  of  Swansea. 
The  fifth  was  the  new  iron  yacht,  the  Silver  Star  but  lately  launched.  She 
came  into  the  work  of  the  day  under  every  disadvantage.  Her  decks  were 
UDcaulked,  her  gear  imperfect,  in  fact,  it  might  be  said  that  she  was  only  jury 
rigged.  The  circumstances  we  detail  are  sufficient  disadvantages  to  explain 
why  she  retired  from  the  contest  on  coming  to  the  second  round. 

The  race  between  the  Surprise,  Vesper,  Adiante,  and  lanthe,  was  in  every 
respect  a  highly  interesting  one.  On  starting  the  Surprise  took  the  lead, 
and  was  closely  followed  by  the  Vesper,  both  being  in  their  turn  hotly  pur- 
sued by  the  Adiante  and  lanthe.  In  this  order  they  completed  the  first 
round  of  the  course.  Shortly  after  passing  the  Pier  buoys  the  Vesper  had 
the  misfortune  to  carry  away  her  balloon-topsail,  having  suffered  the  incon- 
yenience  of  carrying  away  her  bowsprit  guys  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  race; 
but  with  much  tact  on  the  part  of  her  '*  plucky**  crew,  this  was  soon  repaired. 
The  race,  which  throughout  was  marked  by  capital  sailing  on  all  sides,  was 
finished  by  the  arrival  of  the  yachts  at  the  winning  buoys  in  the  following 
order  and  time: — 


h.    m.    s. 

Surprise 6    15      0 

Vesper   6    32      0 


h.     m.    8. 

lanthe    6     37      0 

Adiante 6     39      0 


By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Adiante  and  lanthe  changed  positions  on 
going  round  the  second  time,  following  the  faster  yachts  in  about  the  same 
time  as  they  did  on  the  first  round,  the  Vesper  being  meanwhile  nearer  the 
winner  than  on  the  first  round. 

It  might  here  be  explained  that  the  distance  firom  the  starting-point  to  the 
first  mark  or  S.E.  point  was  five  miles ;  from  the  East  mark  to  the  West,  off 
the  Mumble  Head  seven  miles ;  and  thence  to  the  winning-mark  three  miles. 
As  the  wind  was  from  the  westward,  the  first  part  of  the  course  was  done 
with  a  free  wind ;  the  second  part  with  a  head  wind ;  and  the  third  or  course 
home  with  a  free  wind  again.  The  whole  course  traversed  was  about  fifteen 
miles,  and  the  wind  a  good  one,  being  a  fine  fresh  breeze— not  too  much  of 
it,  but  sufficient  to  give  the  crews  of  the  various  competing  yachts  a  taste  of 
salt  water  under  the  press  of  canvas  which  they  carried.  With  this  explaoa- 
tory  remark,  we  resume  our  narrative. 
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Third  match  for  a  prise  of  Ten  guineaafor  pleasure  boata  belonging  to  any 
port  in  the  Channel  not  exceeding  12  tons.  Entrance  5  shillings.  The 
following  entered  : — Magic,  Fairy,  and  Alma. 

The  signal  gun  for  the  departure  of  these  boats  was  fired  at  3  o'clock.  The 
race  excited  very  lively  interest.  The  prize  was  won  (after  a  sharp  contest 
and  considerable  display  of  sailing  tact  by  all  the  competitors)  by  the  Fairy, 

Tlie  next  match  was  between  the  Mumbles  Dredging  boats.— These  usefol 
and  excellent  boats,  though  they  were  in  days  not  long  since  somewhat 
sneeringly  designated  the  "  Bread  and  cheese  fleet",  made  a  really  interesting 
feature  in  the  sports  of  the  day.  They  were  started  from  the  Mumbles  at 
the  appointed  hour  one  o'clock  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townrow  (starting  master.) 
They  came  up  in  fine  style  before  the  wind  to  the  eastern  mark,  running  up 
to  Swansea  harbour  in  the  following  order  :^*1.  Alarm,  Robert  Mitchell ;  2. 
Emma ;  3.  Uappy  Jack,  John  Burt.  Nine  boats  storied  in  this  race.  The 
foremost  boats  seemed  fair  competitors ;  but  most  of  the  others  appeared*— 
nowhere. 

Then  followed  the  rowing  matches,  for  prixes  amounting  to  upwards  of 
jC12.  The  first  day's  sports  afloat  finished  with  a  duck  hunt.  In  the  evening 
the  Mayor,  E.  M.  Richards,  Esq.,  presided  over  a  goodly  company  at  a 
dinner  where  **  The  glasses  sparkled  on  the  board,"  and  toast  and  song  went 
round. 

Second  Day, — The  proceedings  on  this  day  commenced  at  the  appointed 
hour,  soon  after  two  o'clock.  The  assemblage  of  spectators  was  iully  as 
great  as  on  the  first  day,  and  in  the  town  a  general  holiday  was  observed  by 
the  closing  of  the  shops. 

First  match  between  the  six  leading  pilot  boats  in  the  first  day's  race,  and 
an  equal  number  of  pilot  boats  belonging  to  Neath  and  Port  Talbot.  First 
prize  £Z  ;  second  ditto  i(4 ;  third  ditto  £2,  No  entrance  fee.  The  follow 
log  entered : — Faith,  Providence,  Zion,  Tom  Rosser,  and  Singleton. 

The  six  winning  pilot  boats  effected  a  good  start  punctually  to  their  time: 
The  wind  was  still  westerly,  but  not  so  high  as  on  the  previous  day.  It  was 
a  well  contested  race  throughout,  and  the  following  was  the  order  of  arrivals 
1.  Vivian ;  2.  Singleton ;  3.  Providecce,  Faith  and  Tom  Rosser  followed 
the  prize  boats.  The  Zion  though  a  favourite,  stood  no  chance  with  so  light 
a  wind. 

The  second  match  was  for  the  Ladies'  Challenge  Cup,  value  100  guineas 
to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  not  exceeding  45  tons.  Twice  round  as  in  the 
previous  match. 

Nwnbered  om  in  HunC»  Universul  Yacht  List/or  1856. 


Ko. 


Taobtfl*  Names. 


Kig. 


Tons. 


Owners. 


813iCyclone  . 
869  Surprise. 
189CoraUe  .. 
987Ve8per..„ 
245toelvin.... 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


41 
20 
35 
15 
40 


W.  Patterson,  Junr.,  Esq. 
T.  W.  Tetley,  Esq, 
A.  £.  Byrne,  Esq. 
O.  A.  Sevan,  Bsq. 
C.  H.  Smith,  Esq. 
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Tbiv  waa  tile  gfMt  race  of  tile  day,  aad  the  pubMc  eyiddiitly  were  on  the 
t«p-toe  of  eapectatkm  as  lo  its  reauk.  On  tlw  firiag  of  the  signal  gan  at 
2h.  45m.  the  start  was  a  good  om^  aodi  ia  this  instaooe  free  iVon  easualty. 
Tho  fint  to  have  her  canyae  set  was  the  IXslvki,  the  others  following  salt 
wi tfti  pieU  rapidity.  The  Siirprise,  Verier,  and  Cyclone  shewed  their  sape- 
iiority  over  the  Delvin,  by  taking  their  coarse  at  half  a  point  nenrer  the 
winds.  They  aH  pnrsued  their  course  around  both  marks,  reaching  the  buoys 
oa  their  first  round  as  follows  : — SNirprise  first,  Vesper  being  within  6m.  90a. 
Cyclone  ftn.  4as.  behind  Vesper.  They  then  proceeded  o&  the  seccHid  roinid» 
ttfte-noe  ending  as  fellows* — 


BHrpnse>. 


h. 

6 

7 


m. 
6 
1ft 


h.    m. 
Qydone 7    12 


a. 

31 


The  Vesper  and  Cyclone  came  in  so  near  each  other  that  it  was  with  some 
dffficutty,  it  could  be  seen  which  was  first.  It  remains  for  Surprise  to  win 
two  years  again  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  Ladies*  Cup. 

The  next  match  a  prize  of  £15  for  yachts  not  exceeding  12  tons  register 
not  used  fbr  the  purposes  of  commerce.    Time  race ;  entrance  15  shillings. 


Ko. 

Yachts*  NaoDM. 

Rig. 

TODl. 

Owners. 

389 

Foam 

Ifagic 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

12 

8 
8 
» 
6 

C.  Caims«  JSaq, 
G.  H.  Maude,  Fisq. 
W.  Bowen.Esq. 
G.  Thomas^  Esq. 
F.  Ritchie,  Esq. 

i^iflv 

380 

FUrt 

'Ehis.waaagDsdl  start,  and  the  race  was  well  contested  between  Fairy  and 
Magic,  both  Inudng  in  an  early  part  of  the  race  considerably  distanced  the 
others.  The  result  wa&  victory  for  the  Fairy  which  arrived  at  the  winnii^ 
naoksiafollawa: — 


Faiiy. 


h. 
6 


m. 
38 


Magic. 


h. 
5 


37 


8. 
0 


The  aquatis'spoFla  finished  as  on.  the  prior  day  with  rowing  matches^  &e; 

Tbe.Hegatta  ball  on  Tuesday  night  under  the  patronage  of  the  Stewards, 
passed  00*10  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 

Thus  ended:  the  Swansea  Regatta  of  1856,  the  best  ever  held  in  Swansea, 
and  the  harbinger,  we  trust,  of  yet  much  greater  improvements  in  the  future. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  not  a  single  accident,  as  fiu*  as  we  have 
heard,  occurred  during  the  proceedings  of  the  two  days.  The  highest  praise 
is  due  to  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  for  the  admirable  arrangements  whieh  be 
made  for  the  occasion,  as  well,  indeed,  as  for  the  active  part  he  haa.ta^'sii 
throoghout  in  promoting  tha  objocts  of  the  regatta. 
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HOTAL  WEAR  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Iir  CHRotriGLiim  the  saeeota  of  this  club,  we  fcel  mueh  gm^Bcaixoi^  u$ 
tikis  time  (Oetober)  twehe-month  we  ga?e  Um  first  intittatioap  te  eof 
yachting  frieads  that  a  yaoht  ehib  had  been  fonned  at  S^NwIerhttid^  and 
that  an  appHcatioo>  would  be  made  fbr  the  Admiralty  Wammt.  9iielf 
wae  appCedf  for,  and  it  new  ranks  amongst  the  Royals  a»  No.  22  m 
Hmn(9  Unwenal  Yachi  Lkt^  bearing  the  bine  ensign  of  Her  M^esty't 
Fleet,  and  white-  bnrgoe  with  a  blue  cross  and  yellow  crown  in  centra 
thereof.  The  regatta  lAnak  we  are  about  te*  log  was<  the  first'  ever 
held  at  this  port  nndev  the  title  whicb  heads  thif  airtiele.  k  isran 
eTent  that  standii  recorded  in  the  arehives  of  the  town  as  the'epenangol 
a  firenh  sonrce  ef  amusement  and  profit;  one  that  will  add  another |>i^ 
Ittr  to  the  suooessftil  foundation  on  whaoh'  the  colebrity  ef  the  town-  nsts. 

The  regatta,  which  had  been  some  time  antieipated  by  the  puMii^ 
came  off  Weduesday,  September  3rd,  and  although  »fif«t  attemyt  it  waa 
a  brillrant  affair,  notwithstanding  much^  disappointment  w«e  fi»lC  at  the 
nott»arrivid  of  the  Commodore,  Lord  Vane;  ^  whose  speeialconvenieBoe 
iShe  regatta  had  been  postponed  a  fortnight. 

We  have  before  alltoded  to  the  non^aotendimoerof  chief  officers  at 
public  meetrogs,  and  we  repeat  that  the  absenoe  of  a*  oemmodore  at 
such  a  time  leads  many  persons  to  believe  there  is  not »  go^  undet^* 
standing  between  him  and  the  memi)en.  This  is  nol?  the  case  here^  fer 
unforeseen  circumstances  prevented  his  loidship  being  present. 

The-  ragatta  has  met*  tlie  approbation  ol  the  local  prese,  no  mean  judge 
of  die- wants  and  requirements  fr«r  social-  and'  national  amusemente;  the 
Sundtfrkmd' Herald' in  \i)i  aeoountsays:^-- 

**'The8&  sailing  matches  are  essentialljp*' national-  in  their  cfaamtcti9n 
springing  naturally  from  the  oountry^A  insvhur  position  and  our  maritime 
habits  and  tendencies.  They  commend'  themselves  tb  public  sympathy 
and  encouragement  on  other  and  higher  gvounds  than  can' be'  ut^ed  in 
Ihvour  of  any  mere  holiday  sport;  for  tlie  dexterous  navigation- whidi 
they  demand  within  sight  of  our  own  shores  may  find'  an  homMfrabto 
field  for  its  exercise  in  upholding^  the  national  navai'  renown  or  in  pro<- 
secnting^  the  pursuits  of  commerce  in  dlstMit<  seasi  Amongst'  all  die 
porle  of  the  kingdom,  there  is  none  where  a  regatta  ought  to  command 
a  larger  measum  of  sucoess  thafr  at  Sunderland^  witfc  ite  ship4>tQidnD^ 
pie^eminenoe,  its  well  established  rep«taftkm  for'  praetieal  seamanshlii^ 
its  ntended  d«pck  aoeommodfttion,  and  othef  adVaatngerwfaiefa'pMmiiie 
to  raise  it  ew  long  to  the  undisputed*  pesitiott  of  theshtppbgrc^iitel  of 
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the  East  Coast.  There  has  so  far,  we  are  glad  to  say,  been  no  lack  of 
liberality  towards  the  undertaking  in  our  own  immediate  locality,  as 
is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  really  handsome  prizes  which  the  club 
haFe  been  enabled  to  offer;  and  if  the  entries  on  this  occasion  have 
not  been  quite  so  numerous,  or  of  so  dbtinguished  a  character  on  the 
whole,  as  could  have  been  wished,  they  were  yet  sufficiently  encouraging 
for  a  start;  and,  with  adequate  perseverance  amongst  ourselves,  we  may 
anticipate  a  time  when  all  the  ''crack"  yachtsmen  throughout  the  coun- 
try will  deem  themselves  insufficiently  honoured  so  long  as  they  have  not 
tried  their  skill  and  achieved  a  triumph  at  Sunderland  Regatta. 

^  It  was  evident  from  an  early  hour  that  the  occasion  had  touched  a 
responsive  chord  in  the  breasts  of  the  entire  population  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood,  inasmuch  as  the  observance  of  a  general  holiday  seemed 
to  be  adopted  by  common  consent,  with  an  almost  total  suspension  of 
business.  le  is  probably  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  day  the  sea  banks  and  the  beach  at  Roker,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  starting  placCf  exhibited  in  a  dense  mass  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  including  both^sexes 
and  all  ages.  Nearly  all  the  houses  in  the  best  suburban  streets,  towards 
Hendon  and  in  other  directions,  seemed  to  be  literally  evacuated  for  the 
day.  Sunderland  is  always  remarkable  for  the  creditable  appearance  of 
its  general  population,  as  regards  respectability  of  attire  on  holiday  oc- 
casions; and  this  was  strikingly  evidenced  in  the  external  aspect  of  the 
immense  crowd,  including  persons  of  almost  every  grade  of  life,  which 
lined  the  shore  at  Roker  on  Wednesday.  The  purveyors  of  every  des- 
cription of  refreshment,  and  of  all  kinds  of  juvenile  amusement,  were  on 
the  alert  in  anticipation  of  a  harvest,  and  consequently  the  various  por- 
tions of  table  land  overlooking  the  sea  near  Roker  presented  quite  the 
appearance  of  a  fair,  with  tents,  booths,  merry-go-rounds,  lofiy  awing 
chairs,  and  other  means  and  appliances  of  popular  recreation.  The  coup 
iTceil  was  altogether  of  the  gayest  and  most  animated  description,  and 
the  prevailing  exhilirating  influences  were  much  enhanced  by  the  per- 
formances of  the  club's  and  other  bands  of  music.  The  broad  bosom  of 
the  oeean,  throughout  a  wide  distance  outwards  in  every  direction  fiom 
Sunderland  harbour,  presented  a  scene  strictly  corresponding  in  its  ge- 
neral character  and  effect  with  what  was  witnessed  on  shore.  Eveiy 
imaginable  description  of  craft  seemed  to  be  afloat,  including,  of  coarse 
nearly  all  the  river  steamfleet,  bearing  crowds  on  their  decks.  In  a 
place  like  Sunderland  everything  that  goes  on  at  sea  is  necessarily  asso- 
ciated with  the  idea  of  a  telescope  through  which  to  view  it»  and  the 
number  of  these  instruments,  of  all  siaes  and  degrees  of  power,  which 
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were  in  requisition  on  the  preeent  ooeamon,  both  on  shore  and  afloat, 
exceeds  calculation. 

The  first  race  for  a  gold  cup,  yalue  eighty  guineas  for  yachts  of  40 
tons  and  upwards,  belonging  to  the  club;  half-a-minute  per  ton  allowed 
for  difference  of  tonnage.     The  following  entered: — 

Nmnbered  a§  in  HuiWa  UnwerMil  Yacht  LUtJar  1856. 


Ho. 


S6 

417 

1039 

476 


Tachte' 

Amazon 

Gadfly , 

ViMon 

Grip.., 


Rig. 


cutter 

cutter 

cutter 

schooner 


Tona. 


46 
33 
49 
91 


Ownart. 


A.  J.  Young,  Esq. 

B.  T.  Gourley,  £^. 
J.  Spence,  Esq. 
J.  Hall,  Esq. 


The  first  three  came  to  the  starting  buoys,  but  the  non-appearance  of 
the  last  (Grip)  caused  considerable  disappointment,  as  it  was  stated  she 
was  built  at  Sunderland  expressly  to  compete  in  this  match,  and  much 
speculation  was  afloat  on  her  performance,  why  she  was  not  present  is 
unknown  to  us  at  present,  although  we  hope  Mr.  Hall  will  satis&ctorily 
explain  to  the  disappointed  Sunderlanders. 

The  "  William  Charles,"  steamer,  of  Hartlepool,  was  fitted  for  the 
occasion,  and  generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  by  W. 
C.  Jackson,  Esq. 

At  lib.  19m.  the  preparatory  gun  boomed  forth,  warning  the  anxious  mul- 
titude that  the  friendly  contest  for  the  R.W.Y.C.  Cup  was  soon  to  take  place. 
At  lib.  23m.  again  the  iron  monster  roared,  and  each  vessers  crew  showed 
such  a  specimen  of  *'  Heave  with  a  will "  as  would  have  done  honor  to  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet.  There  is  an  emulation  amongst  the  yachting  crews  that 
requires  no  other  stimulant  to  induce  them  to  rival  each  other.  The  Gad-> 
fly  was  first  under  canvas— next  Amazon,  and  the  Vision  in  setting  her  gaff- 
top-sail  got  a  hitch  which  prevented  her  hoisting  it  for  a  minute  or  two.  Up 
to  the  start  there  had  been  little  or  no  wind,  and  for  nearly  five  minutes  the 
two  former  were  gliding  along  beam  to  beam.  Itefore  reaching  the  first  mark 
boat  off  Souter  Point,  a  fiivourable  change  occurred  in  the  weather,  the 
breeze  freshened  from  the  8.E. 

At  twenty  minutes  to  twelve,  all  the  three  vessels  tacked  off* Souter  Point, 
the  Amazon  leading,  the  Vision  abont  three  cables'  lengths  astern,  and  the 
Gadfly  challenging  the  Vision.  The  race  was  now  upon  a  wind,  when  the 
free  sailing  qualities  of  the  Amazon  gave  her  an  immense  advantage.  For 
a  short  time,  the  same  distance  was  maintained  between  each  craft,  and 
counting  for  the  difference  in  size  at  the  usual  allowance  of  hall-a-minute  per 
ton,  the  Vision  and  Gadfly  might  be  reckoned  on  a  tie.  The  race  continued 
to  the  southward  pretty  much  in  the  same  relative  distance,  the  conditions  of 
the  match  being  to  round  the  mark  boat  of  Ryhope  Dene,  back  to  the  starting 
boat,  and  to  return  to  the  Ryhope  mark  boat,  forming  altogether  a  course  of 
eighteen  miles. 


XUn^S  YijOBT»0  MAStAUn. 


ForlhtfimjKHNidibe  AnvMOAcameiiiailb.  46m^  and  fl(fter^ii«h«tf« 
a  dozen  cables'  length  past  the  Commodore's  boat,  she  seemed  resolved  to 
take  k  coolly  and  iook  in  her  gaff- top- sail,  which  she  could  evidently  Bf^mre 
with  ease.  The  Vision  came  on  nest,  exactly  ten  minutes  astern,  and  the 
Gadfly  followed  up  seven  minutes  astern  of  the  Vision,  in  order  of  sail,  but 
only  one  minute  by  measurement  allowed.  When  off  Souter  Point,  and  after 
she  had  crept  ooosidcrably  aiiead,  tl»e  <*adfly  anfortuoately  carried  away  ber 
top-mast,  which  consequently  caused  her  withdrawal  at  the  very  time  when 
the  match  bftgan  to  be  most  interesting  from  the  fresbenioig  of  the  witid. 
The  race  was  continued  between  the  two  competitors  until,  at  seventeen 
minutes  to  ibvr  o'cloci^  the  triumphant  Amazon  came  sweeping  proodl/ 
past  the  Vice' commodore's  steamer,  her  balloon-jib  almost  licking  up  tlU 
^*  lapping"  sea  at  her  bow,  and  her  immense  top- sail  rejoieing  the  eyes  of 
those  who  delight  in  a  really  *^  spanking*'  sheet.  The  Vision,  beautifully 
handled,  came  up  in  eleven  minutes  after,  and  the  time  thus  taken  in  the  race 
was  as  under  ;«r. 


h.    m* 
Ama^n 4    90 


h*    m. 
Vision •„........    4    81 


The  Amaaon  was  the  winner,  and  was  booked  to  win  from  tlM  first  atari. 

The  second  prize  offered  was  a  splendid  silver  cop,  valiM  tlurty  giiiBeas, 
for  yaohts  of  20  and  not  exoeediog  40  tons.  This  did  not  come  off  in  con- 
sequence of  only  one  entering.  The  non-entry  of  yachts  was  owing  to  our 
clippers  being  engaged  at  other  places. 

The  third  prize  a  silver  cup,  value  15  guineas,  was  open  to  all  yachta 
under  20  tons,  with  £5  added  for  the  second  vessel.     The  following  started: — 


Taehts*  HunM. 

Kig. 

Tods. 

Owners. 

Allies 

catter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

17 
5 
6 
5 

W.  Gray,  Esq. 

Random 

J.  Briffffs,  Esq. 

Phantom. • 

A.  BUuL'ket.  Esq. 
Uobert  Lavrock,  Esq. 

This  was  a  spirited  affair,  but  owing  to  so  many  boats  cruizing  about  it  ia 
impossible  to  give  a  detail  of  the  tactics  displayed-  If  persons  in  charge  of 
yachts  and  sailing  boats  are  disposed  to  enjoy  the  sport  tbey  should  keep 
clear  of  those  racing,  as  it  prevents  those  on  shore  trom  participating  in  the 
amusement  by  following  with  their  telescopes  the  different  points  exhibited. 
The  oourse  on  this  occasion,  was  completed  thus,  Allies,  first ;  Random, 
second )  Phnntoini  third ;  and  Gleaner  last. 

The  fourth  race  for  the  ladies*  J^ife-boat  Prize  of  £25,  and  £6  for  the 
second  boat.  There  were  four  entries,  viz:  the  Sunderland  ''Sailor's  Friend,** 
«xteen  oars  (  the  Puke  pf  Wellington,  ten  oars,  built  by  Clnrkson  of  Lon- 
don; the  Whitburn  boat,  ten  oars;  and  the  old  life-boat  at  Sunderland* 
ten  oara.  A  protest  was  lodged  by  th^  other  boats  against  the  Duke  of 
Wellii^ton,  whiohi  it  was  alleged,  h^i  been  atripped  of  part  of  ber  head 
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cases,  the  Friend's  crew  Id  particular  maintainiDg  that  their  boat  was  fully 
equipped,  just  as  she  would  go  out  to  save  life ;  while  Mr.  Clarkson  insisted 
that  his  boat  was  fitted  out  exactly  as  a  life*boat  ought  to  be.  The  Duke 
notwithstanding  was  placed  under  protest,  but  the  committee  will  do  doubt 
call  in  the  advice  of  local  "Elder  Brethren/'  and  give  the  enterpridng 
stranger  no  reason  to  grumble  at  the  impartiality  of  their  decision. 

The  race  was  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest,  the  sailor's  boat  being 
decidedly  the  &voorite.  At  gun-fire  the  start  was  made  with  tolerable 
exactitude,  the  Sailor's  Friend,  from  her  heavier  build,  getting  off  somewhat 
slowly.  The  mark  buoy  was  placed  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  sea  Outlet 
of  the  South  Dock,  but  before  it  was  reached  the  venerable  craft  which  had 
ridden  safely  over  many  a  breaker  in  this  neighbourhood  gave  up,  and  had 
Dot  the  Duke  been  sailing  under  protest,  the  match  would  have  been  even 
more  exciting  than  it  proved  firom  that  time.  As  it  was  she  beat  the  Sailor's 
Friend  by  three  seconds,  the  Whitburn  boat  coming  in  two  minutes  after 
the  sailors.  Considering  the  size  of  their  boat,  and  her  stumpy,  dd-fashioned 
build,  the  VThitbum  men  have  good  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  very 
respectable  figure  which  they  cut  on  thb  occasion,  and  had  the  Tyne  been 
spirited  enough  to  send  round  a  boat  or  two,  Whitburn  would  doubtless 
have  given  a  good  account  of  their  rivals.  After  the  match  was  over,  several 
gentlemen  on  board  the  Vice-commodore's  boat  offered  a  prize  of  five  pounds 
to  be  contested  for  by  the  Sailor's  Friend  and  the  Duke,  on  an  even  pull, 
but  the  tars  declined  the  test. 

The  Seamen's  Friend  received  the  first  prize,  and  the  Whitburn  boat  the 
second  prize. 

The  fifth  race  was  a  herring  coble  match,  the  first  boat  to  receive  £6, 
second  £4,  and  third  £2.  There  were  eight  entries,  all  of  Sunderland,  and 
the  race  closed  in  the  following  order: — Bloater,  first,  Mr.  R.  6.  Nicholson ; 
Reaper,  Mr.  T,  Davison  ;  Welcome  Home;  which  reported  that  the  Reaper 
had  not  passed  the  mark  buoy.  But  the  committee  ultimately  awarded  the 
second  prize  to  her. 

The  Seventh  race  was  for  £5  to  be  rowed  for  by  cobles  belonging  to  the 
port,  or  fishermen  of  Whitburn  only,  did  not  fill  up. 

The  eighth  race  was  for  £5  amongst  the  small  fry,  and  a  numerous  fleet 
of  schooners,  cutters,  luggers,  yawls,  and  every  conceivable  rig  mustered; 
the  interest  they  excited  was  immense  as  they  had  mostly  come  from  the 
neighbouring  places  to  carry  off  the  prize  if  possible;  there  were  twenty  in 
all,  viz: — nine  from  Monkwearmouth,  four  from  Bishopwearmouth,  two  firom 
Sunderland,  two  fix)m  Pallion,  one  from  Southwick,  one  from  Coxgreen,  one 
ftoni  Hartlepool,  and  this,  the  only  boat  from  a  distance,  gained  the  prise. 
She  was  entered  as  the  ^'Violet,  property  of  John  Robinson,  HartlepooL" 
The  Rolla,  entered  by  John  Logan,  Monkwearmouth  made  a  good  second. 

The  greatest  novelty  of  the  day  was  a  steamboat  race.  This  we  believe 
is  the  first  time  ever  known  in  England  of  a  fleet  of  *4ire  and  smoke"  racing 
for  a  prize.  It  was  quite  an  affair  of  the  moment  as  the  suggestion  emanated 
from  some  one  on  board  the  Olive,  in  the  form  of  a  proposal  to  get  up  a  race 
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amongst  the  steamboats  in  the  roads,  the  distance  to  be  from  the  starting 
point  off  Boker,  roand  the  mark-boat  off  Souter  Point,  and  back,  the  crew  of 
the  innniug  steamer  to  receire  five  pounds.  It  was  at^first  intended  to  make 
the  condition  five  pounds  for  the  first  Sunderland  boat,  but  it  was  urged  bj 
some  with  unanswerable  logic,  that,  if  the  Tyne  boats  were  left  out,  they  would 
very  naturally  crow  over  such  a  confession  and  say  that  the  Sunderland  had 
acknowledged  their  superiority  without  even  putting  it  to  the  test.  This 
hushed  all  objections,  and  wlien  the  honourable  rivalry  of  the  Wear  against 
the  Tyne  was  thus  shown  to  be  endangered  in  so  trifling  a  matter,  there  were 
no  more  apprehensions  expressed  as  to  *'  some  of  the  big  boats  on  the  Tyne 
running  off  with  it.'*  The  various  steamers  were  gradually  collected  round* 
and  when  the'directions  as  to  the  start  had  been  conveyed  on  board  each, 
the  Vision  on  her  coming  in  from  her  last  course,  was  the  make-ready 
ngnal  for  the  steamers.  By  the  titne  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  they  aU 
got  into  something  like  line,  and  at  the  signal  off  went  twenty  pairs  of 
paddles,  their  fbnnels  vomiting  forth  more  smoke  than  was  ever  yet  swept 
across  such  a  small  space  in  the  roads,  in  a  short  time  two  gave  up  the 
contest,  but  most  of  the  others  kept  it  up  bravely,  and  thus  assisted  to  Ibnn 
one  of  the  most  attractive  sights  of  the  day. 

The  first  arrival  at  the  starting  boat  was  the  '*Pilot,'*  the  steamer  belonging 
to  the  pilots  of  Sunderland,  and  thus  the  wisdom  of  throwing  open  the  com- 
petition was  rewarded  by  a  Wear  boat  coming  in  victorious  without  being 
closely  pressed  by  another  steamer  in  all  the  flotilla.  The  Scottish  Maid 
arrived  second,  and  the  Sir  George  Grey  (a  Tyne  boat)  with  the  police  on 
board,  came  in  third,  but  claimed  second  on  the  ground  that  the  *'  Maid* 
had  not  gone  found  the  buoy.  No  prize,  however,  had  been  set  apart  for 
No.  2,  and  Superintendent  Gifford*s  brigade  had  to  be  content  with  the 
worsted  thistle  on  their  Highland  bonnets  in  lieu  of  other  and  raoM  sub- 
stantial laurels  to  the  crew  of  their  boat. 

The  sports  afloat  concluded  with  a  Duck  Hunt,  which  caused  much 
amusement,  bipeds  being  engaged,  instead  of  the  cruel  practice  of  torturing 
the  fisathered  tribe. 

At  eight  o*clock  there  was  a  display  of  fireworks,  flrom  the  Batteiy,  by  the 
kind  permisdoo  of  Captain  Beard  of  the  Coast  Guard. 

So  satisfkctory  were  the  proceedings  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Club 
with  the  assistance  of  West  Hartlepool  to  extend  the  regatta  next  yeart  to 
two,  if  not  three  days. 
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On  the  26th  of  August  the  fleet  of  ihe  Pleasure  Navy  mustered  c  » 

merously  in  this  famed  bay,  and  thousands  of  persons  lined  the  stra  1 

to  witness  the  competition  of  some  of  the  most  perfect  specimens  f 

Naval  Architecture  for  the  prizes  offered  by  the  following  gentlem<  , 
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forming  the  Committee  on  this  oeeasion:— G.  II.  Ackers,  Esq.,  Sir  W. 
P.  Carew,  Bart.,  T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  Sir  H.  Oglander,  Bart ,  A.  R. 
Sutherland,  Esq.,  R.  J.  M.  St.  George,  Esq.,  Capt.  Story,  b.n.,  and 
J.  Weld,  Esq. 

The  weather  was  delightful,  and  a  steady  breeee  gave  promise  of  good 
matches. 

At  11  h.  40m.  the  sports  began  by  a  race  between  the  four  following 
fishing  boats  for  a  purse  of  sovereigns,  viz:— Lion,  Robert  Harley,  yawl; 
Deceiver,  Samuel  Harley,  cutter;  Coquette,  Charles  Browning,  cutter; 
Why-not,  Thomas  Harvey^  cutter. 

This  was  well  contested  and  was  won  by  the  formeri 

This  was  followed  by  the  contest  for  the  Ladies'  Purse,  for  pleasure 
yachts  belonging  to  Torbay.  The  following  were  entered: — Mystery, 
cutter,  Mr.  S.  Thomas,  Torquay;  Mischief,  Messrs.  Lander  and  Pep- 
prell,  cotter,  Torquay;  Friend  of  all  Nations,  life«-boat,  Mr.  A.  Hawkes- 
worth,  Torquay;  Ganaet,  lifo-yaeht,  Mr.  T,  Pearsoni  Torquay;  Rigah, 
oatter,  Mr.  Matthews,  Torquay;  Fearnought,  cutter,  Mr.  W.  Pamell, 
Phignton;  Fawn,  cutter,  Mr.  George  Ttumer,  Torquay. 

This  match  was  watched  by  the  spectators  very  anxiously,  as  the 
craft  had  each  many  admirers.  The  Mystery  of  course  was  "  booked  to 
win"  as  usual  The  ''  Friend  of  all  Nations'^  (an  excellent  name  for  a 
Life-boat,)  was  hurriedly  got  ready  to  test  her  sailing  qualities,  and 
much  was  expected  from  her,  as  she  started  with  the  lead,  she  had  an 
excellent  breeze,  and  was  well  handled  ;  but  it  was  soon  apparent  that 
her  canvas  was  too  small  for  the  great  weight  of  her  hull,  &c.,  and  the 
crew  very  judiciously  resigned  the  contest  after  going  two  rounds.  The 
Fawn  and  Rajah  also  gave  up,  leaving  the  Mystery  ploughing  ahead  of 
her  other  competitors,  she  came  in  first,  Mischief  second,  Gannet  third, 
and  the  Fearnought  last. 

These  having  been  duly  disposed  of,  turn  we  next  to  our  own  legiti- 
mate business — '<  Yachting."  Hie  wind  was  on  the  increase,  and  good 
rattling  matches  were  expected.  All  were  on  the  alert  to  gain  the  names 
of  the  competing  vessels;  the  course  was  arranged  thus: — the  first  mark 
boat  ofF  Goodrington  ;  second  off  the  hospital.  Berry  Head  ;  and  the 
third  near  the  wreck  buoy  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  ;  which,  including 
the  return  to  the  starting-boat,  gave  a  course  of  rather  more  than  thir* 
teen  miles,  over  which  the  yachts  had  to  sail  three  times. 

The  first  yacht  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  25  sovereigns,  by  vessels  under 
25  tons :  time  race.  This  brought  the  following  little  beauties  to  the 
starting  buoy :— 
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Numbered  eu  in  Hunfe  Unioereai  Yacht  Uet  fir  1856. 


Ro. 

Taobta*  NamM. 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owntn. 

829 

Red  BoTer..... 

cutter 

cutter 

bermnd. 

cutter 

cutter 

12 
25 
20 
25 
10 

H.  Fillis,  Esq, 
S.  TriBCOtt,  Esq. 
C.  Long,  Esq. 
Capt  Baylej 

861 

87 

919 

Fawn.. 

Annie 

Czarina. 

835 

Hinnle * 

At  I2h.  40in.  the  signal  for  sailing  boomed  over  the  bay,  and  with  lightning 
speed  up  went  the  cloth  and  away  went  the  fleet ;  the  Red  Rover  being  to 
windward  took  the  lead,  dashing  the  spray  far  and  wide,  followed  by  the 
Fawn  and  Czarina  too  close  to  be  pleasant.  The  Annie,  unfortunately,  soon 
after  starting  carried  away  her  jib-boom,  and  part  of  her  topsail  gear,  but  she 
kept  on,  under  two  sails  only  throughout  the  match,  and  from  the  position 
she  muntuned  there  can  be  little  doubt  the  Fawn  would  have  trembled  for 
her  laurels  if  the  accident  had  not  happened.  The  Little  Ripple  was  much 
admired,  and  shewed  herself  as  a  good  sea-boat.  Notwithstanding  it  was  a 
spanking  breeze  she  bustled  along,  shook  her  feathers,  showed  her  stern  to 
poor  Annie  and  the  Czarina,  and  carried  her  audacity  so  far  as  to  aspire  to 
the  first  place.  The  lively  Fawn,  however,  soon  convinced  the  "'  wee  thing" 
of  her  orror.  She  went  to  work  in  earnest,  and  bidding  "  good-bye**  to  her 
nsters,  dashed  through  the  briny,  and  was  enthusiastically  hailed  the  winner. 
The  race  was  well  sailed,  and  winners  and  losers  deserve  ptaise  for  the  ability 
they  displayed. 

Each  round  was  finished  as  under : — 


iBt  Round, 
h.    m.    B. 
2    81    45 

2    46      0 
2     54    40 
2     54      0 

2nd  Round, 
h.    m.    s. 

4  26      0 

5  18     15 
4    48      0 

4  58    80 

5  22      0 

Srd  Ronud. 
h.    m.    A. 
6    21      0 

Red  Rover. 

6    45      0 

Czarina  ■  ■  ■  ■ .  a  ■  •  ■ .  ■ .  • 

6    46      0 

Annfe  ..t......t««-r«T 

Ripple 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Purse  of  85  soverigns,  time  race ;  for  cutter 
yachts  of  25  tons  and  under  40  o.m.  (bona-fide)  the  property  of  gentlemen, 
and  kept  for  pleasure  only.     The  following  started  : — 

Numbered  ae  m  Bwnfe  Univereal  YaM  Lietfar  1856. 


No. 

Taohf  1  Names. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

OwBors. 

956 

Thought 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

25 
85 

so 

25 

George  Cooke,  Esq. 
T.  BarUett,  Esq. 
H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 

462 

Glance 

869 
786 

Secret..., 

Phantom.. ...... .,«.<..  ........ 

I   'Bke  course  as  before.    At  Ih.  28m.  a  most  beautiful  start  was  effected  by 


\ 
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Thought,  Glance,  Phantom,  the  Secret  hanging  in  stays  for  a  hrief  period 
owing  to  her  slip- rope  getting  foul  of  her  bow-sprit  shroads.  The  Thought 
was  first  under  canvas,  and  on  her  course  with  surprising  agility,  and  awaj 
she  darted  closely  pursued  by  Glance  and  Phantom,  like  hawks  after  their 
prey.  As  soon  as  the  Secret  got  clear  she  ploughed  after  her  competitors 
with  a  determination  to  be  amongst  them  at  the  finish.  Four  of  the  most 
celebrated  clippers  in  one  race  could  not  fidl  in  giving  work  to  the  ^  Book- 
makers," and  we  understand  much  betting  took  place.  The  result  was 
uncertain,  as  it  was  well  known  the  whole  of  the  crews  were  bent  on  victory. 
Thought  kept  steadily  on,  and  passed  the  first  mark-boat  off  Groodrington  a 
few  minutes  ahead ;  but  when  running  before  the  wind  the  Glance  over- 
hauled her,  and  gave  her  the  go-by,  which  she  kept  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  race.  The  Phantom  and  Secret  had  a  sharp  struggle  for  supremacy  in 
Brixham  Roads,  and  for  a  short  time  the  latter  was  victorious.  Phantom 
nothing  daunted,  again  laid  down  to  her  work,  and  not  only  passed  her,  but 
overhauled  the  Thought  and  gained  second  place,  each  round  being  finished 
in  the  following  order  and  time  :— 


Olance..... 
Phantom.. 
Thought .. 
Secret 


1st 

Round 

2nc 

1  Round 

3rd  Round. 

h. 

m.    s. 

h. 

m.    8. 

h.    m.    s. 

2 

67      0 

80    54 

6      9    80 

3 

0    50 

41     22 

6     18       0 

3 

1       0 

43      0 

6     23    80 

8 

8    45 

46     40 

6     50    80 

The  next  match  was  for  a  purse  of  ^50  for  yachts  of  any  rig,  not  less  than 
40  tons.  Three  to  start  or  no  race ;  this  was  not  adherred  to^  for  as  only 
two  entered,  the  Committee  rather  than  disappoint  those  anxious  to  promote 
sport,  and  mar  the  pleasures  of  the  day's  amusements  consented  to  the  fol- 
lowing starting,  viz: — 

Nmbered  at  ia  Hmtfi  UuvmtmI  Yacht  Litifor  1856. 


Ho, 

TaohU' Names. 

Ki«, 

Tom, 

Ownen^ 

826 

cutter 
cutter 

48 
50 

Sir  P.  Shelly,  Bart. 
T.  QroYOS,  Bisq. 

697 

lfoiKiuito...f t 

Here  again  we  have  two  celebrated  craft  in  friendly  rivalry.  The  one  with 
a  fame  that  was  at  one  time  a  terror  to  all  clippers,  and  the  other  a  successful 
a^irant  for  the  honour  of  championship.  Be  assured  all  were  on  the  tip-toe 
of  expectation,  and  every  ear  was  on  the  alert  to  catch  the  sound  of  the  ever 
welcome  gun,  and  every  eye  on  the  stretch  to  see  these  formidable  rivals  start 
on  their  onward  course.  Scarcely  was  the  priming  fired,  when  away  flew 
Extravaganza  with  all  sails  set  to  an  excellent  breeze.  'l*he  Mosquito  was 
not  so  fortunate,  as  some  hitch  prevented  her  getting  underway  for  some 
seconds,  and  the  Extravaganza  forged  ahead  at  a  rattling  pace,  and  was 
premier  throughout,  although  the  Mosquito  made  every  effort  to  come  up 
with  her.    The  wind  being  nearly  due  north  they  had  a  fair  opportunity  of 
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Bheiriog  their  qualitiet  in  ranning  and  beating  badL  to  the  etation  TeaseL 
They  arrived  each  round  that :— * 


ExtraTaganza... 
Mosquito 


l8t  Round 
h.  m.  B. 
3  17  U 
3     19    40 


2nd  Bound 
h.  m.  I. 
4  52  0 
4     55       0 


3rd  Round 
h.  m.  a. 
6  37  45 
6    40      0 


Hurrah !  Here's  Wanhiirs  <*  new  craft  that  can't  bear  canvas*'  again  the 
conqueror,  and  without  taking  into  consideration  the  allowance  and  difference 
of  tonnage  beating  one  of  the  most  renowned  in  the  Yachting  annals  of  our 
country  by  two  minutes,  Ji/teen  secandt. 

Several  rowing  matches  followed  for  prizes  amounting  to  about  £21. 

The  Tradesmen's  match  caused  great  fun,  the  propelling  levers  being 
scoops,  shovels,  spades,  or  peels,  according  to  the  articles  used  in  each  par- 
ticular trade.  The  bakers  with  their  long  peels  beat  the  brewers  considerably. 
Other  amusements  with  fireworks  closed  the  out-door  pleasures. 

A  grand  ball  was  held  at  Webb's  Assembly  Rooms,  and  kept  up  with  spirit, 
the  strains  of  music  were  heard  at  an  early  hour  next  morning. 


TEIGNMOUTH  REGATTA, 

Thb  annual  regatta  of  thia  port  took  place  August  28th.  There  wai 
a  drizzling  rain  the  whole  of  the  afternoon,  with  a  steady  breeae  firom 
the  south-west.  Notwithstanding  the  state  of  the  weather,  there  was  a 
gay  and  numerous  assemblage  on  the  Den  and  promenade  oithe  sea  walL 
The  excursion  train  from  Exeter  arrived  here  shortly  after  one  o'doek, 
and  brought  a  goodly  number  of  sightseers  from  that  eity  and  surround* 
ing  towns.  The  Teignmouth  band  was  in  attendance  during  the  wh<^ 
of  the  day,  and  enlivened  the  scene  with  its  melody.  Flags  of  all  nations 
floated  in  the  breeze  along  the  front  of  the  Den,  from  the  Light-hoose  to 
the  East  Church.  Several  houses  in  the  principal  streets,  and  the  ships 
in  the  harbour  were  also  decorated,  and  every  body,  young  and  old  wore 
a  holiday  aspect  This  has  certainly  been  the  best  regatta  that  has 
been  held  for  years,  and  the  nautical  fete  added  materially  to  its  interest. 
The  Secretaries,  Messrs.  Bradbear  and  G.  G.  Cook,  deserve  the  warmest 
praise  for  their  exertions.  Under  their  superintendence  the  whole 
proceedings  passed  off  iu  a  superior  style. 

The  first  prize,  a  purse  of  30  sovereigns  iu  money  or  plate  at  the 
option  of  the  winner,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  25  tons,  the  property  of 
a  member  of  a  yacht  club,  was  well  contested.  Time  raoe  :  half  a  minate 
per  ton  according  to  Ackers'  scale. 
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There  being  no  likelihood  of  yachts  of  the  spedfied  tonnage  entering, 
it  was  decided  by  the  managing  Committee  that  the  two  yachts  Glance 
and  Mosquito  which  had  offered  should  contest  for  the  prize.  This  was 
a  decided  treat,  and  all  were  anxious  to  witness  the  sailing  qualities  of 
the  vessels,  and  the  tactics  of  the  crews  who  were  admirably  pitted  against 
each  other. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfe  Universal  Yacht  List  far  1856. 


Ho. 

Taohta'  Names. 

Big. 

Ton, 

Ownors. 

46? 

Glance^..... 

ontter 
cutter 

84 
60 

T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
T.  Groves,  Esq. 

697 

Mosquito.^ 

The  oonrse  was  from  the  station  boat  off  the  Parade  to  the  east  mark- 
boat)  round  the  mark-boat  in  Babbicombe  Bay,  and  inside  the  starting* 
boat,  leaving  the  mark-boats  on  the  starboard  hand.  Twice  round;  being 
a  distance  of  about  80  miles. 

At  2b.  20m.  all  being  in  readiness,  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  the  Mosquito 
bang  the  first  to  set  ber  balloon -jib  soon  canted  round,  and  took  the  lead 
although  she  had  the  leeward  position,  but  was  soon  followed  by  the  Glance, 
who  was  well  to  windward.  She  no  seonei  felt  the  breeze  than  she  took  the 
lead.  Mosquito  then  set  her  immense  jib  topsail,  and  lay  well  to  the  wind, 
but  the  Glance  kept  the  lead  until  she  bad  rounded  the  eastern  matk-boat, 
when  the  Mosquito  overhauled  her  and  took  the  lead.  On  comiug  abreast 
of  the  mark-boat  they  were  timed  as  under  : — 

h.   m.    s.  I  h.     m.   s. 

Mosquilo 3    S3    so  I  Glance. 3    24     o 

The  course  was  now  up  to  Babbicombe  Bay,  the  vessels  having  to  beat  up 
against  the  wind.  On  their  return  to  the  starting-post,  having  completed 
the  first  round,  they  were  again  timed  : — 

h.   m.  8.  I  h*   nu   s. 

Mosquito 4     8    40  I  Glance. 4      6    40 

The  run  to  eastward  was  now  before  the  wind,  and  as  it  was  blowing  strong 
from  the  westward  it  was  jnat  what  the  Mosquito  delighted  in.  She  profitted 
well  by  it,  and  before  returning  to  the  starting-boat  had  gained  well  upon  her 
rivaL  On  passing  the  western  mark-boat  the  yachts  were  again  timed.  Their 
relative  podtions  then  stood  thus  :-*— 

h.  m.   s.  I  h.   m.   s. 

Mosquito. 6    18    0   I  Glance ft    28     0 

The  interest  of  the  contest  now  began,  for  although  five  minutes  ahead,  it 
was  considered  to  be  doubtful  whether  the  Mosquito  could  gain  sufficient 
upon  the  Glance  to  secure  the  prize,  having  to  allow  her  eight  minutes,  an 
allowance  thought  by  many  to  be  preposterous.    These  anticipations  were 
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realized,  for  the  prize  again  fell  to  the  Glance.    The  time  of  arriiral  was  as 
under  i— 

h.    m.    g.   I  h.  m.    • 

Mosquito 5    36    47  I  Glance. 5  48      5 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Glance  although  arriving  6  minutes  and  18 
seconds  after  the  Mosquito,  was  still  the  winner,  having  (by  the  allownnoe  of 
8  minutes)  I  minute  and  42  seconds  to  spare. 

[We  hear  the  Glance  has  since  been  sold  to  a  Mr.  Banks  for  iSl/iOO.] 

The  second  race  was  for  a  prize  of  Ten  Pounds,  for  pleasure  boaU  not  ex- 
ceeding 15  tons,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Teignmouth.  The  boats  entered 
were  the  Ithiel,  11  tons,  Mr.  Stiggins,  and  Ino,  13  tons,  M.  J.  B«  Mansfield. 
This  race,  although  not  so  close  as  the  former  one,  was  very  spirited.  The 
Ithiel  won  by  about  seven  minutes. 

Daring  the  day  there  were  several  rowing  matches  for  various  prises^ 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £25,  also  a  Nautical  fete  which  was  or- 
ganized with  a  view  of  giving  a  practical  illustration  of  the  varioas  meana 
and  appliances  for  rescuing  lives  in  the  event  of  such  calamities  as  ship- 
wreck. A  vessel  took  up  her  position  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
shore,  and  at  the  time  appointed  fired  a  signal  of  distress,  and  hoisted  a 
reversed  ensign  half-mast  high.  A  squall  came  on  at  this  lame  which 
served  to  give  a  more  practical  idea  of  the  value  of  the  invention.  A  life 
boat  was  then  launchedi  but  much  time  was  occupied  in  oonsequence 
of  the  inconvenient  position  of  the  boat  house  and  the  large  tract  of  sand 
over  which  the  boat  had  to  be  pulled.  Balls  were  then  fired  at  the  dis- 
tressed vessel  from  mortars  on  shore,  and  the  first  shot  was  particularly 
successful,  passing  directly  over  the  ship,  the  line  descended  upon  the 
rigging.  Various  appliances  were  then  made  use  of  to  haul  the  crew 
ashore.  One  or  two  men  were  drawn  ashore  by  means  of  ropes,  and^ 
when  on  shore,  affected  exceedingly  well  to  be  in  an  exhausted  and 
drowning  state.  Captain  Ward*s  and  Lieut.  Atkinson's  life  belts  and 
Mitchell's  improved  life  buoys  were  made  use  of,  and  from  their  extreme 
buoyancy  were  found  to  surpass  the  belts  and  buoys  of  other  manubctuie. 
A  raft  on  ihe  plan  of  Mr.  Butcher's  triangle,  was  constructed  on  board 
the  ship,  and  twelve  men  brought  themselves  ashore  upon  it  Parratt'a 
tubular  raft  was  also  tested,  and  found  to  answer  well ;  it  is  capable  of 
supporting  40  men  until  relieved  by  the  life  boat.  Offord's  g^pnel  with 
tackle,  intended  to  heave  life  boats  off  the  beach  in  very  bad  weatfa'>«* 
was  fired  from  the  shore  ;  but  its  capabilities  could  not  be  tested,  as  t 
leather  which  held  the  grapnel  broke,  and  it  was  lost  Birt's  cork  I 
belts  and  buoys  invented  by  Captain  Ward,  B.N.,  were  tested,  and  foa 
to  succeed  admirably. 

The  American  car,  an  ingenious  invention  of  Messrs.  Francis  and  C 
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of  the  United,  States,  who  forwarded  this  smart  contrirance  to  the  Royal 
Life  Boat  Institution  to  have  its  capahilities  tested  at  Yarmouth  Regatta; 
it  is  more  pardcularly  adapted  for  bringing  females,  invalids,  and  children, 
from  wrecks  to  the  shore,  report  says  it  is  a  most  admirable  and  trust- 
worthy invention,  but,  in  consequence  of  an  accident  in  its  transit  from 
the  Shoreditch  to  the  Paddington  stations,  it  oould  not  be  sent  on  in 
time  for  the  Regatta,  (this  and  other  untoward  circumstances  greatly 
curtailed  the  interest  of  this  impromptu  experiment,)  it  has  the  appear- 
ance of  two  boats,  sharp  at  both  ends,  of  equal  dimensions,  laid  gunwale 
to  gunwale,  forming  a  hollow  oval  case.  There  is  a  keel  to  what  we 
may  term  the  bottom  boat,  but  in  the  centre  of  the  other  is  a  square 
opening,  sufficiently  large  for  a  man  to  get  in,  and  over  this  opening,  a 
small  hatch  is  fitted,  which  is  fastened  down  by  a  rod.  To  each  end  of 
the  car  is  a  strong  rope  with  a  ring,  for  the  purpose  of  swinging  it  on 
the  cable  laid  out  from  the  stranded  ship.  It  is  built  entirely  of  metal, 
and  is  wholly  tight.  It  is  used  in  connection  with  mortar  or  rockets,  on 
the  same  principle  as  Carte's  life  buoys  ;  four  persons  may  be  brought 
ashore  by  it  at  one  time.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  injury  it  sus- 
tained en  route  is  repaired,  and  it  still  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee: 
we  trust  that  they  will  avail  themselves  of  Captain  Ward's  kindness,  and 
carry  their  laudable  project  into  effect. —  Teignmouth  Times. 

The  following  which  appeared  in  the  Hymovth  and  Devonport  Jounud  gave 
rise  to  the  Nautical  Fete. — 

Thb  Lifb-Boat. — Whereas  the  Life-boat?  shouted  the  groups  upon  the 
beach  a  few  weeks  back,  when  a  fishing  craft  capsized  upon  the  bar,  her 
crew  struggling  in  the  surf,  and  must  have  been  lost,  and  the  support  of  their 
wives  and  families  with  them,  but  for  the  coastguard^men  who  faced  the 
danger,  rescued  and  landed  them  triumphantly,  and  have  got  an  honourable 
reward  for  their  pains.  During  this  scene  of  anguish  the  life-boat  was  snugly 
ensconced  in  her  dingy  berth ;  and  there  she  will  stick,  unless,  through  the 
press,  the  grapnel-irons  of  public  opinion  get  a  taut  strain  upon,  and  hurl 
her  over  the  phantom  barrier  of  sand  to  the  bay.  The  approaching  Regatta 
would  be  most  opportune  to  render  the  Life-boat  a  novel  and  popular 
attraction,  t.e.,  should  the  gentleman  to  whose  custody  she  is  consigned  start 
from  his  lethargy,  and  organize  and  instruct  the  crew  in  the  use  of  mortars, 
rockets,  life-buoys,  grapnels  for  hauling  life-boats  off  the  beach,  and  other 
improved  apparatus  for  saving  life  in  case  of  shipwreck.  Nothing  excites  a 
more  powerful  charm  upon  the  stranger,  or  affords  more  general  gratification 
to  aU  classes  of  the  community  than  those  exhibitions  of  nautical  skill  pecu- 
liar to  the  "  water- frolics*'  on  the  east  coast.  It  would  give  a  philanthropic 
turn  to  the  entertainment,  enlist  fresh  sympathies  for  the  conservators  of  our 
national  blessings,  diffuse  more  generally  a  knowledge  of  the  beneficent 

NO.  10. — VOL.  V.  3   N 


450  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

operations  of  the  Royal  Life-boat  Societji  and  impress  upon  ail  its  poweriol 
claim  to  public  support,  and  attract  to  this  romantic  coast  manlj  hearts 

^Who  lore  to  sare 

A  shipwreck'd  brother  struggling  in  the  wave 
Of  rough  adversity  ;  and  lend  a  hand 
To  all  the  charities  that  deck  the  land. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  ray  eye  to  the  stream,  your  most  devoted  servant. 

Ardba. 


PORT  OF  PLYMOUTH  REGATTA. 

Once  more  this  port  is  enlivened  by  the  flitting  of  yachts  across  its  boj» 
by  streamers  of  the  red,  white,  and  bine,  and  by  a  briliant  display  of 
naval  tactics  that  wonld  have  done  honor  to  H.M.  fleet  Qreat  had 
been  the  anxiety  of  the  inhabitants  for  some  considerable  time  past  as  to 
the  result  of  the  attempt  to  raise  funds  for  the  regatta,  but  just  previous 
to  the  eventful  day,  (September  2nd)  all  fears  were  lulled  by  an  an- 
nouncement that  nearly  £300  would  be  available  to  cany  out  tiie  wishes 
of  the  sabscribers.  The  day  was  delightfully  fine,  and  as  onr  compeer  of 
the  Plymouth  Journal  observes,  the  hearts  of  not  only  those  who  had 
been  more  immediately  eng^aged  in  promoting  the  regatta,  and  who  were 
naturally  most  anxious  for  its  success,  but  of  the  public  generally,  who 
appeared  to  have  prombed  themselves  a  pleasant  spectacle,  and  were 
determined,  if  possible,  to  enjoy  it — were  glad;  smiles  of  certainty  began 
to  take  the  place  of  doubtful  and  rather  gloomy  looks  and  shakes  of  the 
heady  and  the  merry  peal  from  the  church  bells  which  ushered  in  the 
event,  appropriately  expressed  the  general  satisfaction  and  delight  Soon 
crowds  of  holiday  people  began  to  assemble  on  the  Hoe,  and  shortly 
after  the  commencement  of  the  ragatta,  it  was  thronged  by  one  of  the 
most  numerous  assemblages  that  has  ever  congregated  upon  it  on  any 
similar  occasion. 

The 'proceedings  commenced  with  a  sailing  match  fortrawlers^  to 
cany  all  gear.  First  prize,  £10;  second,  £6;  third,  £3;  and  all  otber 
boats  of  this  class,  duly  entered,  that  may  go  once  fiurly  round  the  oomtse 
to  receive  £l  each.  A  five  guinea  cup  also  be  presented  to  the  owner 
of  the  first  winning  boat  Time  allowed,  half-a-minute  per  ton.  T' 
to  start  or  no  race.     Baron,  cutter,  38  tons,  Mr.  German;  Arrow,  <  | 

ter,  30  tons,  Mr.  W.  Hill;  Falcon,  cutter,  26  tons,  Mr.  R.  Harwc  ! 

Star,  cutter,  27  tons,  Mr.  Macey;  Umpire,  cutter,  30  tons,  Mr.  Bol  ) 

May.  i 

The  course  was  from  the  committee's  barge  through  the  weal 
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channel  of  the  Breakwater,  round  to  a  mark  vessel  moored  off  Penlee 
Point,  bearing  a  red  ensign,  thence  to  another  mark  vessel  moored  off 
the  Hew  Stone,  bearing  a  white  ensign,  leaving  both  on  the  port-hand> 
retoming  through  the  eastern  channel  of  the  Breakwater,  rounding  the 
buoy  of  the  Cobbler,  which  was  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand,  then  round 
the  oommittee  vessel,  having  a  blue  en^gn  flying,  which  was  also  to  be 
left  on  ihe  port  hand,  proceeding  round  the  course  as  before,  and  which 
vessel  was  the  winning  post  in  the  last  round,  passing  between  it  and 
the  shore,  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles. 

At  lOh.  1dm.  60s.  the  gun  from  the  oommittee  barge  for  the  signal 
to  start,  and  the  boats  got  well  off.  together,  the  Baron  having  a  slight 
lead,  and  the  Falcon  second.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  Baron 
began  to  inctease  her  advantage,  and  it  was  evident  that  she  was  the 
swiftest  boat.  Wind  and  tide  was  against  the  vessels  for  the  most  of 
the  way,  yet  they  sailed  the  distance  in  the  following  times: — 


l8t  Round. 

2iid  Bound. 

[l      m. 

B. 

h. 

m.      s. 

1        3 

30 

4 

5        0 

1      12 

45 

4 

30        7 

1       17 

43 

4 

30      45 

]       46 

57 

5 

4       11 

1       54 

20 

Not  timed. 

Baron 

Falcon 

Star 

Arrow... 

Umpire 

The  Baron,  first  prize;  Falcon,  second;  and  Star  third. 

The  next  match  was  for  Pilot  Boats; — First  prize  £10;  second  £6; 
third,  £3.  And  other  boats  duly  entered,  that  go  once  &irly  round 
the  course,  to  receive  £1  each.  A  five  guinea  Cup,  presented  by  Mr. 
J.  Page  for  first  winning  boat  To  carry  none  but  their  own  usual 
sails.  Time  allowed  half-a-minute  per  ton.  Five  to  start  or  no  race. 
For  this  match  five  boats  were  entered  and  started,  viz:— -Heroine,  cut- 
ter, 66  tons,  Mr.  R.  Stibbs;  Zedora,  cutter,  40  tons,  Mr.  J.  Stibbs; 
Violet,  cutter,  66  tons,  Mr.  J.  Parford;  Perseverance,  cutter,  Mr.  John 
Eddy;  Surprise,  cutter,  Mr.  Edward  Glinn. 

They  started  at  lOh.  53m.  24s.  Surprise  took  the  lead,  f(»l]owed  by 
Perseverance  and  Violet^  Heroine  did  not  get  away  so  well,  and  she  and 
the  Violet  were  last.  In  this  order  they  continued  until  beyond  the 
breakwater,  when  the  Perseverance  took  the  lead,  and  reached  the  com- 
mittee's barge  in  the  first  round  three  minutes  and  a  few  seconds  before 
the  second  boat  In  the  second  round,  however.  Surprise  obtained  the 
lead,  maintained  it,  and  came  in  the  winner  at  4h.  39m.  48m. 

The  Town  plate  of  £70,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  any  rig,  belong- 
ing to  a  Royal  Club.  Time  race,  Ackers'  scale.  Three  to  start  or  no 
race. 
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Numbered  as  in  HunVs  Unxoenal  Yacht  Liet  for  1856. 


No, 

Yachts'  Names. 

Rig. 

Tod. 

Ownen, 

698 

Maraquita 

Bchooner 

cutter 

schooner 

105 
50 
52 

F.  B.  Carew,  Esq. 
A.  J.  Young,  Esq, 
J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 

697 

Mosquito  M 

1096 

WlWflrff 

This  was  the  most  important  ra«e  of  the  day,  and  excited  consideffaUe 
interest  on  account  uf  the  size  and  heauty  of  the  yachts,  and  thmr  well- 
known  sailing  qualities.  The  Mosquito  carried  a  tremendous  top-sail 
and  balloon-jib,  which  were  calculated  to  daunt  the  owners  of  the  other 
yachts,  and,  in  order  in  some  degree  to  counterbalance  these,  the  com- 
mittee dedded  that  the  schooners  should  be  allowed  to  boom  oat 
their  foresails.  At  1  Ih.  36m.  32s.  the  signal  gun  to  start  was  fired,  and 
the  yachts  got  well  off:  "V^ldfire,  which  was  to  windward,  taking  the 
lead  slightly,  with  Mosquito  close  upon  her  quarter.  The  latter  quickly 
shot  ahead,  but  in  order  to  avoid  the  shoal  at  Drake's  Island  she  had  to 
tack  a  little  to  the  eastward,  which  enabled  the  schooners  to  obtain  a 
slight  lead.  However,  the  Mosquito,  having  made  her  tack,  drew  on 
her  competitors,  and  on  arriving  at  the  western  opening  of  the  Break- 
water she  had  come  up  with  them.  They  completed  each  round  in  the 
following  order  and  time: — 


let  Bound. 

2nd  Bound. 

h.      m.     8. 

h.      m.      8. 

1       57      56 

4       11       15 

2        1       56 

4       15       49 

2       29       30 

5       10         0 

Mosquito., 

Wadflre 

Maraquita, 

It  will  thus  be  seen  the  Mosquito  sailed  the  entire  distance  in  4h. 
34m«  43s.,  the  Wildfire  in  4h.  43m.  17s.,  and  the  Maraquita  in  oh. 
33m.  28s.  On  passing  the  committee  barge  on  the  first  round,  a  splen- 
did feat  of  seamanship  was  performed  by  the  gentleman  at  the  helm  of 
the  Maraquita:  the  yacht  was  steered  as  if  she  was  bearing  down  upon 
the  barge,  and  it  was  feared  that  an.  accident  would  occur.  However, 
with  the  tact  of  a  first-rate  pilot  he  rounded  the  barge  in  splendid  sl^le. 
This  elicited  loud  expressions  of  admiration.  The  Mosquito  having 
been  hailed  as  the  winner,  a  protest  was  entered  against  her  by  the 
owner  of  the  Wildfire,  on  the  ground  of  tonnage. 

The  next  match  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  £50,  presented  by  t^^ 
Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  England,  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts 
15  and  not  exceeding  30  tons,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Club.     Tii 
race,  half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed.     Three  to  start  or  no  race. 

*  From  information  which  has  been  kin       forwarded  to  us,  the  dispute  i 
not  yet  settled.— En.  H.YM. 
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Numbered  at  in  HunCg  Univenal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

Taohts'  Names. 

Rig. 

Ton. 

Owners. 

869 
361 

Secret 

Fawn... » ....,.,,. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

30 
26 
20 

H.  J.  Waring,  Esq. 

H.  Fllles,  Esq, 

J.  W.  Tomlinsoo,  Esq. 

291 

Rlfln, ,..,., ......  ....,,,  , 

A  beauiifal  start  wss  made  at  12h.  8in.  66s.  the  yachts  going  away 
together  alniost  in  a  line.  Secret  then  fell  o£P  some  distance  to  the  east- 
ward, but  in  a  short  time  she  began  to  gain  on  her  competitors;  and 
after  passing  the  Breakwater  she  took  the  lead,  continued  to  improye  it, 
and  finished  each  round  ahead.     The  time  occupied  as  follows  :«- 


Secret.. 
Fawn... 
Elfin... 


Ist  Round. 

2nd  Round. 

h.     m.    8. 

h.      m.      8. 

2      32      35 

4      47      20 

2       49       42 

5        5      55 

2         5       12 

5      45      25 

The  time  occupied  by  each  yacht — Secret  4h.  3 8m.  25s.,  Fawn  4h. 
57m.,  and  Elfin  5h.  36m.  308.  A  protest  was  presented  by  the  owner 
of  the  Fawn  against  the  Secret,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  more  than 
30  tons,  but  Mr.  Ratsey  having  proved  her  tonnage  to  be  correct  she 
received  the  prize. 

The  fourth  match  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  ten  guineas  presented 
by  Mr.  George  Bate,  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  with  two  sovereigns  added  for 
yachts  of  8,  and  not  exceeding  15  tons.  Time  race,  half-a-minute  per 
ton  allowed.     Three  to  start  or  no  race. 


Numbered  ae  in  Hunfs  Univergal  Yachi  List  for  1856. 

No 

Tachte'  Nunea 

Rig 

Tone 

Owner. 

798 

Pixie 

cutter 
cutter 

15 
IS 

R.  Shurlock,  Esq. 

829 

Red  Rover 

Lieut.  Allen  Beauchamp 

Only  two  boats  were  entered  for  this  race,  and  a  bad  start  was  made 
at  12h.  41m.  lis.  Owing  to  the  wind  coming  in  puffs,  the  Pixie  was 
becalmed  for  two  or  three  minutes  after  the  signal  gun  was  fired,  and 
the  Bed  Rover  obtained  a  considerable  lead  before  she  got  away. 
"When,  however,  she  did  catch  the  wmd,  she  bounded  off  with  a  buoy- 
ancy and  speed  something  like  that  with  which  the  fairy  sprites  after 
vrhom  she  is  named  are  said  to  move,  flew  afiter  her  opponent,  and  came 
in  a  winner  by  a  great  distance.      The  following  was  the  time  occupied 

in  the  ssdling; — 

8.  j  h.   m. 

24  I  Red  Rover 3    25 


Pixie . 


h. 
3 


m. 

1 


8. 

43 
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The  fifth  match  was  for  a  piece  of  plate,  value  ten  guineas,  presented 
by  Mr.  J.  R.  Newcombe,  lessee  of  the  Plymouth  theatre,  for  pie 
yachts,  under  8  tons.     Time  race,  half-a-mmute  per  ion  allowed. 


Tftohtf  Names, 

Black  Diamond 

Secret 

Bipple , 

Flower  of  the  Flock ..., 

Kate  Kearney 

Petrel 

Flying  Cloud. 

Phantom , 


Big. 


Ton. 


Ovnen. 


cutter 

2 

yawl 

3 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

2 

cutter 

3 

cutter 

74 

cutter 

yawl 

W.  Taylor,  Esq. 
»  Brown,  Esq. 
Captain  Bayley 
C.  Dyer,  Esq. 

—  Denniss,  Esq. 

—  Beynolds,  Esq. 

—  Clark,  Esq, 
Way,  Esq. 


The  course  was  round  the  Breakwater,  going  out  at  the  western^  and 
retunung  at  the  eastern  end,  round  the  Cobbler,  and  the  Committee 
yessel,  both  on  the  port  hand.     Twice  round. 

This  was  a  pretty  and  interesting  race:  nine  entered,  and  all  staited 
at  lh«  32m.  8s.  They  got  well  away,  and  though  there  was  oonnder- 
able  difference  in  their  tonnage  they  kept  very  dose  together,  and  the 
figures  showing  the  time  of  dosing  each  round  will  convey  the  best  idea 
of  the  closeness  with  which  the  vessek  were  matched.  The  Flower  o£ 
the  Flock  broke  her  rudder  in  the  first  rounds  and  was  obliged  to  give 
up. 


Bipple , 

Petrel , 

Secret 

Phantom 

Kate  Kearney..... 

Flying  Cloud , 

Black  Diamond... 
Fanny , 


Ist  Bound. 

2nd  Bound. 

h.      m. 

8. 

h. 

m.      s. 

2      55 

17 

58      12 

2      53 

0 

2      84 

2      55 

55 

4        0 

2      58 

55 

9         0 

3        6 

SO 

31       27 

2      57 

8 

3      21 

40 

3        4 

20 

Bipple  consequently  proved  herself  the  winner.  At  the  end  of  tlus 
match  a  protest  was  entered  against  her  on  the  usual  complaint— die* 
puted  tonnage.    She  subsequently  received  the  prize. 

There  was  a  capital  sailing  match  between  five  boats  belonging  to 
H.M.  ships  Clarence,  Phoebe,  Thunderer,  Lancaster,  and  Hindostan. 
The  first  named  gained  the  prize. 

Numerous  rowing  matches  occupied  the  attention  of  the  muldl 
during  the  afternoon,  all  of  which  were  highly  applauded.  But 
must  notice  one  in  particular,  as  there  is  a  novelty  attached  to  it:  nam<. 
a  four-oared  match  in  gigs,  not  exceeding  30  feet  long,  pulled  by  femal 
Three  boats  started  and  the  excellent  rowing  of  these  nymphs  would  i 
have  disgraced  professionals;  the  regularity  and  precision  of  their  puH  r 
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with  approbation  from  the  iretenins  present  And  in  passing  the  com- 
mittee barge  in  the  first  round  the  bow  of  the  second  boat  nearly  tonched 
the  stem  of  the  first.  After  a  sharp  contest  the  Dart  gained  tibe  first 
priae  £3,  Tom  Tit  £2,  and  Blue  Bell  £1.  They  were  all  loudly  cheered 
by  the  yacht  crews  and  the  populace. 

The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  the  committee  for  the  e£Bcient  manner 
in  which  the  proooeedings  were  conducted.  The  regatta  gaye  general 
aatisfiustion,  and  we  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  it  wiU  be  as  suocessftd 
on  future  occasions. 


HOLYHEAD  REGATTA. 

Thb  exertions  made  to  establish  an  Annual  meeting  for  all  yachts 
haTC  been  successfully  carried  out,  and  the  Committee  headed  by  the 
Hon.  W.  O.  Stanley,  mjp.,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Bagby,  the  Contrae- 
tors  for  the  new  harbour  works,  provided  an  ample  fund  for  compe- 
tition. The  attendance  of  a  numerous  fleet  of  yachts  on  the  5th  of 
August  aided  materially  to  enliven  the  scene.  The  public  also  thronged 
the  pier,  and  every  point  of  observation,  and  the  weather  being  fine  the 
regatta  surpassed  that  of  last  year. 

The  first  match  advertised  was  the  Challenge  Cup  value  50  guineas. 
This  was  not  sailed  for,  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  entry, — ^the  only 
yachts  which  appeared  were  the  Coralie  and  the  Surprise.  The  next  in 
rotation  was  more  fortunate. 

The  Stanley  Cup,  given  by  the  Commodore,  the  Hon.  W.  O.  Stanley, 
ICP.;  for  this  the  following  entered  and  started  : — 

Numbered  aa  in  Hunfs  Utdoersal  Yachi  List  for  1856. 


No. 


Yachts  Names. 

Kelpie , 

Banger .« 

Waterlily 

SuTpris& 


Rig. 


Tons. 


Owners. 


568 

521 

1049 

930 


cutter 
cutter 


cutter 


22 
12 
30 
19 


J.  Bobinson,  Esq. 
J.  A.  Clarke,  Esq. 
Captain  Hibbert 
T.  W.  Tetlej,  Esq. 


The  wind  was  light  N.W«b.N.,  with  a  brilliant  sun  pouring  his  rays 
on  tiie  waters  as  the  bonnie  barkies  from  N.  E.  W.  S.,  flitted  about  in 
expectation  of  accompanying  the  racers  on  their  course.  About  10 
o^dook,  the  competing  yachts  were  ranged  at  their  moorings,  and  at  11 
A.v.y  tile  gun  was  fired  for  the  start.  The  Surprise  taking  the  lead,  was 
followed  by  Waterlily,  Ranger,  and  Kelpie,  all  under  as  much  canvas  as 
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they  could  well  hoist.  Before  reaching  the  first  flag-boat  the  Ranger 
passed  the  Waterlily,  but  after  rounding  the  Kelpie  succeeded  in  over- 
hauling the  Ranger  and  passed  her  to  leeward.  Between  these  vessels 
a  strong  contest  ensued,  both  being  beautifully  handled,  and  the  Ranger 
perseyered  until  she  had  recovered  her  position  as  second,  which  she 
maintained  to  the  finish.  The  Surprise  during  thu  time  was  proceeding 
unmolested,  increasing  her  distance,  and  eventually  they  came  in  as 
follows  : — 


Surprise.. 
Banger ... 


h. 


m. 
12 
27 


h.    m.    8. 

Kelpie 2     38      0 

Waterlily 2     50      9 


The  Surprise  adding  another  laurel  to  her  fame.  Respecting  this 
match  our  firiend  "  The  Flying  Dutchman"  has  the  following  anecdote 
logged  in  BeWs,  In  speaking  of  the  start  he  says : — From  some  erro- 
neous directions  that  were  communicated  by  parties  not  connected  with 
the  management,  the  Surprise  mistook  the  first  gun  and  got  away. 
Being  hailed  and  informed  of  her  mistake  she  immediately  rounded  to. 
One  of  her  hands  performed  the  smartest  feat  we  ever  witnessed,  and 
enabled  her  to  pick  up  her  chain  again  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time.  Immediaftly  that  the  mistake  was  discovered,  he  jumped  over- 
board, swam  for  her  punt,  which  was  made  fast  on  her  chain,  hauled  up 
her  quarter  spring  and  bow  fast,  and  had  all  ready  to  heave  on  board 
agun  immediately  that  s'.e  rounded  to.  Hb  name  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded i  it  is  Thomas  Gifibrd,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Hornet  schooner, 
who  was  sent  on  board  the  Surprise  by  Mr.  Naylor,  to  make  up  her 
racmg  crew. 

The  next  match  was  for  the  Holyhead  New  Harbour  Challenge  Cup, 
value  15  guineas,  given  by  Messrs  Rigby. 

The  following  yachts  started  : — 

Numbered  aa  in  Hunfs  Univenal  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


No. 

Tachtt*  Name  B. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Ownen. 

591 

Lanwinff 

cutter 
catter 
cutter 

IL 

Captain  Hirstc 
Captain  Skinner 
C.  Rigby,  Esq. 

Petrel 

Pairv 

This  after  a  well  contested  match  was  won  by  the  Lapwing. 

Several  excellent  spirited  rowing  matches  concluded  the  marine  j 
In  the  evening  a  Dinner  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  at  which  the  £ 
W.  O.  Stanley  presided  ;  Captain  Skmner  and  J.  O.  Binger,  £ 
officiated  as  Vice  Chairmen.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  several  to 
were  given,  and  the  numerous  yachtsmen  present  promised  to  sup 
the  officers  of  the  Holyhead  Yacht  Club  in  their  endeavours  to  esta^ 
a  first  rate  regatta  at  this  place. 
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MISTLEY  REGATTA. 

It  is  now  three  or  four  years  since  a  regatta  has  taken  place  on  the  river 
Stonr.  Mistley,  a  small  town,  standing  on  the  south  bank  of  that  river»  is 
well  known  to  the  Essex  traveller,  as  one  of  the  prettiest  places  in  the 
county.  The  river  is  upwards  of  a  mile  in  vridth  at  Mistley ;  and  although 
the  channel  is  nairow  and  winding  the  tide  flows  over  a  vast  extent  of  oaze, 
which  is  annually  covered  with  a  fresh  and  grassy  sea-weed,  that  in  winter 
attracts  thousands  of  wild*fowl  of  various  species ;  and  in  summer  the  grassy 
haunts  are  well  sprinkled  with  grey  mullet. 

A  crowded  assemblage  of  well  dressed  persons  thronged  the  quay,  and ' 
also  the  clifis  and  banks  of  the  river  wherever  a  favourable  view  of  the  aquatic 
sports  could  be  obtained ;  fi>r  the  day  was  exceedingly  favourable  for  the 
occasion ;  a  light  summer  wind  fanning  the  surface  of  the  water  with  cool 
and  reireshing  breezes,  which  were  gladly  welcomed  both  by  those  engaged 
in  the  sports  of  the  day,  and  also  by  the  fair  pleasure  seekers  ashore,  who 
found  the  scorching  rays  of  old  Sol  too  powerful  for  their  tender  complexions, 
unless  shaded  beneath  their  parasols. 

The  first  match  was  for  cutter  yachts  not  exceeding  10  tons,  for  a  purse  of 
ten  sovereigns,  a  time  race  of  one  minute  per  ton.  The  following  yachts  were 
entered  and  took  up  their  stations  at  1 1  o'clock,  extending  in  a  line  across 
channel,  abreast  of  the  quay. 

Numbered  as  in  HunCe  Universal  Yacht  LUAfw  1956. 


Ho. 

Yachts' Names. 

Big. 

Tons 

Owners. 

1037 
986 

Violet 

Veritas 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

9 
5 

4 
4 

J.aKirby,Esq. 
J.  W.  Baxter,  Esq. 

Steihi 

George  Uardj,  Esq. 
Captain  L.  Kirby 

798 

Picciola 

The  Flirt  and  Rifleman  arrived  at  Mistley  a  few  hours  before  the  match ; 
but  as  neither  were  entered  according  to  the  regulation,  which  provided  that 
all  yachts  and  boats  intending  to  compete  for  the  prizes,  should  be  entered 
the  day  previous,  they  were  not  allowed  to  sail ;  a  circumstance  much  to  be 
regretted  as  Mr.  Harvey,  who  came  round  purposely  with  the  Flirt,  was  not 
aware  of  that  restriction.  A  discussion  took  place  on  board  the  committee 
vessel  as  to  allowing  the  Flirt  to  sail,  but  some  of  those  engaged  in  the  match 
objecting,  she  was  excluded. 

On  the  gun  being  fired  for  the  start  all  four  yachts  got  away  creditably, 
conddering  the  limited  width  of  the  channel ;  and  the  wind  being  easterly, 
they  had  a  dead  beat  to  windward  all  the  way  to  Wrabness,  and  a  strong 
tide  running  against  them.  The  Picciola  took  the  lead  closely  pursued  by 
Violet,  which  soon  6verhauled  her,  after  which  some  spirited  sailing  took 
place  between  the  two  other  yachts,  and  the  match  was  very  exciting  all  the 
^ray  to  the  boat  at  Wrabness,  the  Violet  was  first  round,  Picciola  second, 
Veritaa  third,  and  Stella  last.    On  rounding  the  second  flag-boat  at  Mistley 
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in  the  same  order,  the  Stella  (which  was  badly  handled  throughout,)  was  nm 
full  tilt  at  the  quay :  her  bowsprit  entangled  with  the  jetty,  and  her  topmast 
snapping  off  with  a  crash,  besides  other  damage ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  then  gave  up  the  contest  and  let  go  her  anchor.  The  Violet  obtained 
a  good  lead  on  the  second  round,  but  the  Veritas  and  Picciola  appeared 
well  matched,  and  stuck  ?ery  closely  together  throughont  the  day.  The 
Violet  completed  the  course  amid  loud  cheers,  about  seven  minutes  sooner 
than  Picciola,  Veritas  being  close  upon  her  heels. 

llie  prize  was  handed  to  Mr.  Kirby,  the  owner  of  the  Violet,  who  very 
generously  said  *'He  should  offer  it  for  competition  at  the  Walton  regatta  on 
tiie  folUowing  Thursday  by  the  three  yachts  he  had  beaten.*'  The  respective 
owners  of  those  yachts  gladly  accepted  his  kind  offer,  and  promised  to  be 
present. 

The  nest  match  was  a  purse  of  five  sovereigns,  for  Sailing  Boats  belonging 
to  Mistley  and  Manningtree,  and  this  match  had  been  looked  forward  to  with 
more  interest  than  the  other,  from  the  fact  of  there  being  six  boats  entered 
to  sail,  and  the  owners  of  most  of  which  were  sanguine  of  success. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  boats  and  their  rig: — Fairy,  Mr.  J. 
Folkard,  sprit  sail,  fore -sail,  and  jib;  Pearl,  Mr.  C.  Tovell,  junr.,  sprit-sail, 
fbre>sail,  and  jib;  Honduras,  ^^r.  ft.  Free,  cutter;  Annie  and  Emma,  Mr.  J. 
Sizer,  cutter ;  Feandham  Dhu,  Mr.  A.  Constable,  three-masted  lugger. 

The  course  was  nearly  the  same  aa  that  for  the  yachts,  but  once  over  it 
instead  of  twice.  A  very  bad  start  was  effected  about  12  o'clock ;  for  with 
the  wind  easterly,  and  the  boats  being  allowed  to  set  two  of  their  sails 
before  starting  it  was  impossible  to  keep  them  steady,  and  the  gun  was  fired 
at  a  moment  when  all  were  higgledy-piggledy ;  two  of  the  boats  unavmdably 
fouled  the  Fairy,  and  threw  her  astern  of  all  the  others:  but  a  no  less  skilful 
hand  was  at  her  helm  than  Mr.  H.  C.  Folkard,  the  well-known  Author  of 
the  Sailing  Boat ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  brother's  boat  was 
the  admiraton  of  every  spectator :  for  one  by  one  he  weathered  all  hi)  oppo- 
nents ;  and  in  a  less  space  of  time  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  fh>m  the  start, 
he  placed  the  Fairy  from  her  position  of  last  to  that  oiftrtt^  and  never  again 
was  she  overtaken,  but  gradually  increased  her  lead ;  although  the  amallest 
boat  of  the  whole  fleet;  and  she  eventually  arrived  within  tifew  yartU  of  the 
winning  goal  upwards  of  half  an  hour  ahead  of  the  second  boat,  the  Pearl, 
But  the  race  although  virtually  won,  was  not  yet  completed,  for  Mr.  Folkard 
encountered  at  Mistley  quay  a  dead  calm  and  strong  current,  in  which  he 
vainly  struggled  to  complete  the  few  remaining  yards  of  the  course,  but 
instead  of  getting  nearer,  the  tide  driAed  his  boat  fiirther  off,  and  it  was  only 
by  consummate  skiU  and  good  management  that  he  was  enabled  to  avoid 
collision  with  a  barge  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  chat 
And  thus  driving  wildly  with  the  current,  the  Fairy  remained  upward  i 
half  an  hour,  when  the  second  boat  the  Pearl  arrived;  but  instead  of  cor  ; 
round  by  the  quay  according  to  the  Sailing  Directions  she  made  across  3 
oaze,  where  there  was  scarcely  water  for  her  keel ;  and  totally  contrar  > 
the  proper  course  laid  down,  came  in  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Coouni     ? 
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veaecl  Mr.  Folkard  arriving  over  the  proper  course  almost  at  the  same 
iiMtant.  But  on  the  gun  declaring  the  Pearl  the  winner,  Mr.  Folkard  imme- 
diately  went  aboard  the  Committee  barge  and  protested  against  it :  public 
appeal  has  since  been  made  by  Mr.  F.  through  the  local  papers,  for  it  appears 
partiality  was  shown  by  the  manager  of  the  regatta  (a  Mr.  Charles  Tovell,) 
towards  his  son's  boat  the  Pearl,  which  had  no  claim  whatever  to  the  priec, 
which  has  since  been  yeiy  properly  awarded  to  the  Fairy,  as  the  indisputable 
winner. 

A  number  of  rowing  matches,  punt  races,  duck  hunts,  and  malsters'  race 
with  shovels,  and  a  variety  of  land  sports  completed  the  sports  of  the  day. 


WALTON  REGATTA. 

At  this  regatta  the  prize  won  by  the  Violet  at  the  Mistley  Regatto  was 
contested  for  by  the  Veritas,  Stella,  and  Picciola,  and  was  won  by  Picciola, 
the  Veritas  being  second,  and  Mr.  Hardy's  fishing  yacht  Stella  being  last. 


DOVOR  REGATTA. 


This  came  ofi  on  the  Sod  ult.,  under  the  patronage  of  several  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  and  from  the  fact  of  several  regiments  being  quartered  at  Dover, 
the  influence  of  the  officers  added  much  to  the  success  of  the  undertaknig. 
The  railways  and  steam -boats  were  laden  with  pleasure  seekers  from  early 
mom  to  noon,  and  the  beach,  the  promenades,  and  every  available  point  were 
thronged  with  anxious  spectators.  There  was  a  scarcity  of  yachts,  but  all 
other  description  of  craft  moved  about  the  waters.  Two  yacht  matches  came 
off,^-one  of  which  was  between  two  inveterate  rivals,  and  whenever  they 
are  pitted  against  each  other  bets  may  safely  be  made,  there  is  no  fear  of 
being  **8old,*'  for  rather  than  give  a  chance  away,  we  believe  either  would  go 
to  the  bottom. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  purse  of  i^SO,  between  yachts  not  exceeding 
30  tons.  Time  race,  balf-a-minute  per  ton  allowed  for  diffisrence  of  tonnage. 
The  following  entered:— 


Numbered  aa  m  Bmfe  Univertal  Yaeht  List/or  1856. 

No.                Yachts'  Names, 

Big. 

Tons 

Ownan. 

788  Phantom 

cutter 
cutter 

27 
28 

S.  Lane,  Esq. 
a.  Coope,  Eaq. 

966  Thouskt 

From  the  character  of  the  yachts  great  interest  was  felt  among  all  classes, 
and  an  excellent  match  was  anticipated.  At  I2h.  14m.  20s.  the  starting 
guD  waa  fired,  when  they  got  fairly  away,  the  Thought  with  a  slight  lead,  but 
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notwithfttanding  the  moot  able  seamanship  she  could  not  shake  off  her  wily 
antagonist  so  as  get  clear  from  her;  and  the  first  round  was  finished  thus: — 

h.   m.   s.  I  h.   m.  s. 

Thought I     15    47  I  Phantom I    17    48 

Difference  Im.  59b.  in  favor  of  the  Thought,  but  this  advantage  was  soon 
reduced,  as  the  Phantom  succeeded  in  overhauling  although  she  could  not 
pass  her  rival,  and  a  most  exciting  contest  now  ensued,  and  every  eSByrt  was 
made  to  gain  the  victory.    The  race  terminated  in  the  following  time: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    8* 

Thought. 2    20    31  I  Phantom 2    20    88 

The  Phantom  was  declared  the  winner. 

A  Bye  Match  between  yachts,  for  i&lO,  once  round  only;  Little  Moaquito, 
8  tons,;E.  S.  Buhner,  Esq.;  and  Invicta,  W.  Tuckwell,  Esq.  This  would 
have  been  almost  as  interasting  race  as  the  first,  the  yachts  being  pretty 
equally  matched.  Unfortunately,  however  the  Invicta,  before  she  got  round 
the  course,  gave  in.  All  further  interest  in  the  match  was  therefore  at  an 
end.  Several  rowing  matches  followed,  and  the  sports  were  wound  np  by  a 
display  of  fireworks. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

As  usual  with  all  affairs  appertainmg  to  this  Club,  the  third  match  came 
off  on  the  2drd  of  August  with  great  eekU.  The  two  former  matches  we 
have  duly  logged,  and  although  the  acconnt  we  now  present  to  our  readers 
is  meagre,  yet  the  event  is  fraught  with  much  that  will  interest  our  Liverpool 
friends,  and  stimulate  others  to  follow  in  so  laudable  a  purpose  as  Model 
Building,  especially  when  they  have  the  possibility  of  achieving  as  great  a 
fame  as  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  boon  of  contention  was  the  Challenge  Cop^ 
value  £60  which  was  held  by  A.  Bowen,  Esq.,  who  won  it  last  year  with  his 
beautiful  yacht  the  Spray,  but  on  this  occasion  the  new  importation,  the 
Glide  became  the  conqueror,  and  for  the  next  twelvemonths  at  least  it  will 
grace  the  sideboard  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  as  it  must  be  won  two  years  in 
succession  by  the  same  yacht,  perhaps  he  may  be  able  to  add  it  to  his  other 
cups,  and  leave  it  as  an  heirloom.  However,  the  business  now  in  hand  is  to 
account  how  it  was  "lost  and  won".  Time  race ;  one  minute  per  tcm  fi)r 
difference  of  tonnage.    The  following  yachts  started  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Universal  Yacht  List  Jot  1856. 


No. 


Tachts'  Names. 

Spray. 

Electric. 

Phantom 

GUde 

Zephyr 


Big. 

Tons. 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

7 

cutter 

H 

cutter 

5i 

Owners. 


907 
290 

470 


A.  Bower,  Esq. 
W.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 
D.  Morrison,  Esq. 
T.  Wilkinson,  Esq. 
T.  H.  Bowen,  Esq. 
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TruEDt  and  Flirt  were  eotered,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  pot  in  an 
appearance.  The  course  was  from  Birkenhead  Ferry  round  a  flag-boat  sta- 
tioned off  Eastham,  thence  round  a  flag- boat  stationed  off  the  Dingle,  back 
round  the  Eastbam  flag- boat,  thence  back  round  the  Dingle  flag-boat, 
returning  direct  to  Birkenhead  Ferry,  pasbing  between  the  shore  and  flag- 
boat  moored  off  the  Clubhouse,  leaving  the  last  mentioned  flag-boat  on  the 
starboard  hand ;  all  other  marks  and  boats  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand. 

All  being  in  readiness  at  2h.  12m.  the  start  took  place,  the  Spray  dashing 
off  with  a  slight  lead,  followed  closely  by  Glide,  and  the  others  well  up.  The 
Electric  was  rather  close  to  the  second  vessel,  endeavouring  with  persevering 
tenacity  to  overhaul  the  new'favorite.  She  did  not  exactly  like  her  position 
as  third,  although  her  opponent  did  belong  to  the  flunily.  In  this  order  they 
passed  the  first  flag-boat  off  Eastham  and  the  Glide  gradually  drew  on  the 
Spray,  and  afker  a  futile  attempt  of  the  latter  to  retain  the  lead  her  antago- 
nist shot  round  the  flag-boat  at  the  Dingle  7  minutes  15  seconds  ahead:  the 
following  being  the  time  at  each  point : — 


Eastham. 


h. 

m. 

s. 

2 

52 

45 

2 

52 

30 

2 

55 

0 

2 

57 

15 

3 

0 

0 

Dingle. 


h. 

m. 

s. 

3 

27 

30 

8 

29 

45 

8 

86 

0 

3 

37 

30 

3 

37 

0 

GUde 

Spray 

Electric 

Zephyr  

Phantom 

They  now  proceeded  amidst  much  excitement  towards  Eastham  on  the 
second  round,  and  the  Spray  succeeded  in  lessening  the  gap  between  herself 
and  the  Glide  considerably  ;  the  others  vainly  struggling  to  overhaul  even 
the  Spray.  The  only  changes  that  occurred  before  passing  Eastham  was  the 
Zephyr  wresting  third  place  from  Electric.  In  this  order  they  dashed  away 
for  the  Dingle,  without  any  change,  and  the  two  flag- boats  on  the  second 
round  were  passed  thus  :— 

EasthanL 
h.      m.      s. 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 


8 

40 

10 

35 

13 

0 

23 

15 

18 

0 

Dingle, 
h.  m.  8. 
4  42  0 
4  42  35 
4  47  0 
4      47       15 


GUde. 

Spray 

Zephyr 

Electric 

Phantom 

As  a  match  draws  towards  conclusion  much  excitement  generally  prevails) 
but  in  this  case  the  interest  caused  by  the  close  and  capital  sailing  of  the  two 
favorites  was  more  intense  than  is  usually  exhibited,  eveiy  nautical  tact  and 
manoeuyre  the  respective  crews  resorted  to  to  secure  the  honour  of  winning 
the  prize.  The  Glide  however  was  victorious,  and  with  '^shouts  that  rent  the 
sky**  she  was  hailed  the  winner  by  a  few  seconds  only.  The  match  finished 
thus: — 

h.    m.    s.  I  h.    m.    a. 

Glide 5      0      0  I  Spray 6      0    lo 

Thus  this  valuable  prise  has  by  ten  seconds  only  been  wrested  from  Mr. 
Bowen,  who  in  the  event  of  the  Spray  winning,  would  have  become  its  pes- 
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aesaor.  But  now  it  will  onoe  more  at  least  be  contended  for.  The^BaDing  of 
the  Match  was  beyond  all  doubt  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  contested  on 
the  Mersey. 

The  cup  iwas  presented  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  by  Mr.  Bramah,  who  observed 
he  had  ^been  deputed  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  to  present  to  that 
gentleman  the  Cup  from  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club.  It  was  a  most 
agreeable  duty,  for  he  felt  assured  that  all  must  have  admired  the  noble 
manner  in  which  the  yacht  had  been  sailed.  The  cup  had  been  preserved  to 
the  dub  for  another  year,  though  he  hoped  it  would  ultimately  be  in  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  possession.  (Cheers)  The  admirable  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Wilkinson  had  uniformly  sailed  his  boats  in  connection  with  the  Club  could 
not  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  every  Member,  and  in  presenting  the  prize  be 
expressed  a  hope  that  his  career  so  nobly  began,  ^  would  be  crowned  with 
success  for  the  future.  After  paying  a  compliment  to  the  fiimily  of  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  he  wished  him  long  life  and  success,  and  that  he  might  always  be 
first  io  the  race.  (Cheers.) 

The  health  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  success  to  the  boat  was  then  drank  in 
bumpersof  champagne,  after  which  the  company  separated.  The  Glide  is 
a  new  boat,  and  this  is  the  second  cup  she  has  won.  She  was  built  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson  expressly  for  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  races,  and  is  one 
of  the  many  excellent  boau  which  he  has  brought  out  from  time  to  time. 
The  present  is  the  seventh  cup  which  Mr.  Wilkinson  has  taken,  and  since  be 
became  connected  with  the  Club  he  has  exerted  himself  most  commendablj 
in  promoting  its  success. 

It  appears  that  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  result  of  the  race 
between  the  Glide  and  the  Spray,  and  a  protest  against  the  decision  was  sent 
to  the  Secretary  by  Mr.  Bower,  the  owner  of  the  Spray.  The  matter  will 
no  doubt  form  the  subject  of  enquiry,  though,  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  Secretary  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  assisted  him  in  timing  the  boats, 
the  match  was  decided  to  be  fairly  and  honourably  won. 


BRIGHTON  REGATTA. 

Thb  weadier  before  the  appointed  day  (Aug.  26th)  had  been  diange- 
able,  and  even  on  the  day  previous  it  was  blowing  strong  from  S.S.  W*, 
which  caused  a  heavy  swell,  and  many  considered  the  sports  doomed-— 
however,  the  morning  of  the  eventful  day  was  ushered  in  with  as  pleasing 
a  prospect  as  could  be  desired:  the  wind  had  shifted  to  N.W.,  and  a 
bright  sun  shining.  This  favorable  change  made  a  quite  a  sensati 
amongst  the  holiday  folks,  and  tndns  and  steamers  poured  in  tfa«. 
thousands  to  show  the  inhabitants  their  exertions  were  appreciated. 

The  first  race  was  for  a  cup  value  £100,  for  schooners  of  and  abov 
50  tons,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Glob.  Time  race,  for  every  ion  aboi 
150,  five  seconds;  above  75  and  up  to  150  inclusive,  eight  second) 
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above  50  and  ap  to  75  tnolusivey  nine  seconds.     Three  to  start  or  no 
race. 

Nwnbered  at  m  Hunt's  UuwerMol  Yacht  List  for  1856. 


Ho. 

Taoht*t  Names. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

1096 

Wildfire. 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

52 

108 

74 

J.  T.  Turner,  Esq. 
C.  ThelluBSon,  Esq. 
F.  0.  Karshall,  Esq* 

4a9 

Qeorgiana. 

1025 

Vestal 

The  Alarm  had  been  entered  by  letter,  but  was  unable  to  get  round 
in  time. 

The  course  was  of  a  diamond  form,  commencing  opposite  the  Pier- 
head, thence  to  a  boat*to  the  westward  o£F  the  Jenny  Rock,  round  a 
boat,  out  at  sea  five  miles,  thence  to  a  flag*boat  off  Rottingdean,  and 
back  to  the  starting-boat,  twice  round,  making  in  all  a  distance  of  about 
forty  miles. 

The  preparatory  having  been  fired  the  three  yachts  above-named  obeyed 
the  summons,  and  at  12h.  47m.  the  starting  gun  sent  them  away,  Wildfire 
leading,  next  Vestal,  and  GeorgiaDa  having  a  disadvantageous  position  could 
not  get  off  8o  speedily  as  her  competitors.  The  Vestal  bad  her  jib  set  first, 
but  the  Wildfire  was  first  to  set  topsail.  It  was  a  dead  beat  to  Shoreham. 
The  race  was  peculiarly  interesting  and  pretty,  the  Vestal  continuing  to 
windward  for  some  distance,  and  maintaining  a  most  extraordinary  race  with 
her  very  powerful  opponent.  After  proceeding  about  two  miles,  they  all 
tacked,  and  then  the  Wildfire  was  leading  apparently  by  four  or  five  minutes, 
the  Vestal  second,  the  Oeorgiana  third,  making  up  for  the  loss  she  had  sus- 
tained, in  getting  away  at  the  start. 

They  arrived  at  the  boat  off  the  Jenny  Rocks  as  follows  : — 


WUdfire. 1 

Vestal 2 


m. 
62 
7 


h.   m.   8. 
Georgians 2      8  40 


After  rounding  the  mark-boat,  the  Georgiana  laid  down  to  her  work,  and 
overhauled  the  Vestal,  and  beam  and  beam  they  thrashed  through  the  water, 
the  little  one  with  a  determined  effort  to  keep  the  lead,  and  for  a  mile  or  so 
she  succeeded,  the  Georgiana  completely  covering  her,  and  she  was  obscured 
from  the  gaze  of  those  upon  the  shore  by  the  former's  canvas,  but  the  moment 
she  got  half  a  length  ahead,  the  Vestal,  by  her  position,  prevented  her  from 
making  any  further  advance,  and  so  they  continued,  as  gallant  and  as  fine  a 
race  as  ever  was  seen.  They  then  separated,  and  the  Greorgiana  led  slightly. 
All  this  time  the  Wildfire  was  going  right  away,  and  so  far  headed  her  rivals 
in  the  race  as  to  entirely  do  away  with  any  prospect  of  success  on  their  part. 
They  passed  the  boat  at  sea,  in  the  following  order  and  time : — 


Wildfire. 2 

Vestal 3 


m. 

s. 

27 

9 

1 

0 

h.    m. 
Qeorgiana. 3      1 


s. 
80 
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The  same  gallant  race  between  the  Vestal  and  (reorgiana  was  continued- 
until  accident  put  an  end  to  a  contest  which  was  watched  with  mach  interest . 
In  beating  up,  the  Georgiana  carried  away  her  topmast,  and  slightly  led  the 
Vestal,  when  the  latter,  in  trying  to  weather  the  nearest  life-boat,  got  athwart 
it,  and  stove  her  own  stern  in,  setting  her  sails  flying.  The  Wildfire  cracked 
on  at  a  fine  pace,  and  accomplished  the  distance  at  5h.  45m.  The  other  was 
not  timed.  The  yachts  sailed  under  mainsail,  foresail,  jib,  flying  jib,  and 
gaff-topsail,  with  the  exception  of  the  Vestal,  who  carried  a  staysail  instead 
of  the  latter. 

Nine  or  ten  rowing  matches  took  place  during  the  day  for  very  good  prizea. 


HIGH  WATER  TIDE  TABLE  FOB  OCTOBER. 


High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom  after. 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer- 
tained, by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


9 
10 

n 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
31 


h.  m. 


25 

55 

20 

60 

25 

5 

0 

18 

0 

25 

45 
28 
7 
49 
32 
13 
67 
43 
35 
46 
22 
46 
65 
15 
55 
30 
57 
27 
56 
25 


h.  m 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Aldemey 4  38 

Bantry  Bay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light...  6  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Exmouth  Bar 4  18 

Falmouth 3  R 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier.....  4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Einsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End 2  23 

Leith  Pier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth, 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 3  58 

Waterford 3  48 

Weymouth 4  23 

Wliitby I  38 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeuz 4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest... « 1  39 


Aberdeen 

Aldborough. 

Belfast. 

Bri^^ton 

Oarnaryon. 

Cowes  

Dublin  Bar 

Dungeness 

Folkestone. 

Foreland,  North.., 
Foreland.  South  .. 

Qravesend 

Greenwich 

Harwich 

Howth  Harbour ., 

Ipswich. 

Kentish  Knock  ... 

Lowestoft.. 

Margate. 

Nore  Light 

Portsmouth , 

Sheemess , 

Southampton 

Spithead 

Yarmouth  Roads . 

Calais 

Dieppe 

Harre  de  Grace.., 

Ostende. 

Honfleur 

New  York 


b.    m. 
sub  0    56 

3  23 

4  2 
29 
47 
22 
55 
17 
37 
22 
47 
87 


4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
0 
0 
2     37 


2 

59 

2 

7 

2 

37 

3 

37 

2 

2 

0 

58 

2 

27 

1 

28 

2 

27 

4 

37 

5 

27 

2 

19 

3 

2 

4 

15 

1 

12 

4 

87 

5 

7 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tbb  Vblooitt  op  Tides.— The  PtessEKT  Yacht  Meaburbkbvt  amd  its  I 
soLTS." Yachtiho  STATISTICS,  and  SuMMEB  Scenes  ok  the  Scottish  Coabi 
our  next. 

All  communications  must  be  directed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  Stn 
Edgware  Road. 

London:— Hnnt,  Printer,  Churoh  Street,  Edgware  Road, 
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ON  THE  VELOCITY  OF  THE  TIDE  IN  THE  THAMES, 
AT  DIFFERENT  DEPTHS. 

Some  experiments  have  lately  been  made  in  the  river,  which  have 
brought  out  results  different  from  what  may  have  been  expected  even 
by  those  who  are  accustomed  to  live  on  it,  or  on  its  banks,  and  I 
think  they  may  serve  as  a  preliminary  basis  for  other,  and  more  ex* 
tensive  observations  to  be  made  in  future,  by  some  of  your  readers 
who  have  more  opportunity  and  leisure  than  myself  to  investigate 
them. 

They  were  undertaken  in  consequence  of  the  intention  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  carry  the  sewerage  of  London  into 
the  Thames  at  some  point  below  Woolwich ;  and  one  of  its  members, 
a  most  talented  and  excellent  individual,  briginated  the  idea  that  the 
lower  or  deepest  part  of  the  water  during  the  ebb,  ran  down  at  a 
greater  velocity  than  the  top,  by  which  any  sewerage  emptied  there 
would  be  carried  down  at  a  greater  rate  than  if  emptied  on  the  sur- 
face, and  that,  during  the  flood,  the  sea,  or  cleaner  water,  came  in  on 
the  top  only,  mixing,  probably,  with  the  lower  and  dirtier  current, 
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which  was  thus  carried  down  to  the  sea  faster  than  had  hitherto  been 
imagined  to  be  the  case. 

There  seemed  some  grounds  for  this  idea,  since,  upon  questioning 
many  river  men  they  generally  gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that 
the  tide  at  least  on  the  ebb  ran  quickest  at  some  distance  below  the 
surface,  and  that  in  a  calm  day  the  deeper  vessel  would  drift  &8ter 
than  the  shallow  one,  because  it  ^*  soaked  the  tide  '*  to  use  tbeir 
favorite  expression. 

In  order  to  test  this,  two  three-gallon  tin  jars  were  provided,  par- 
tially filled  with  water,  and  corked,  so  as  just  to  smk,--^ne  was 
lowered  and  kept  from  sinking  &rther  by  a  float  on  the  surface,  so  as 
to  immerse  about  two  feet,  and  the  other  lowered  and  sustidned  the 
same  way,  but  at  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet.  One  of  the  floats  was 
considerably  larger  than  the  other,  and  thus  more  liable  to  be  acted 
on  by  the  surface  water  or  wind,  but  still  not  so  much  so  as  to  nea* 
traJize  the  action  of  the  water  on  the  jar  attached. 

I  may  here  observe,  that  my  esteemed  friend,  aided  by  a  distin- 
guished engineer,  and  myself  tried  to  discover  some  experiments  in 
print  bearing  on  the  subject,  but  without  efi^ect,  till  on  mentioning 
the  matter  to  Professor  Barlow  of  Woolwich,  he  immediately  showed 
me  a  paper  which  he  had  written  intiie  Edin.  New  Phil.  Journal  for 
1827)  entitled  ^*  Some  particulams  rdative  to  the  tides  in  the  upp» 
part  of  the  Biver  Thames,  and  of  the  obstructions  caused  by  tlie  pre- 
sent London  Bsidge,"  ia  which  he,  at  the  request  of  tiie  Parliar- 
mentary  CSemmittM,  had  collected  many  ftets  cimneefeed  ▼ith  the 
resutts  liMy  to  ensue  on  the  demolition  of  old  London  Bridge. 
Those  chiefly  referring  to  our  subject  he  entitled  "  Eiperim^ts  aad 
observadoDS  made  on  the  velocity  of  the  tide  at  ebb  and  flood  at 
Woolwidi,  and  otiier  places  on  >^e  river,  and  on  the  velocity  of  tlie 
general  body  of  the  waters." 

The  surface  water  at  the  centre  of  the  stream  he  found  at  its 
greatest  velocity  to  be  21  feet  in  C-17  seconds,  or  about  three  milea 
an  hour.     He  observes  **  as  the  velocity  feund  above,  wiis  obviopsljr 
that  cS  die  surface  of  the  wnter,  I  thought  it  desirable  to  asceEtMn 
whether  it  was  the  same  to  «ny  considerable  depdu    For  this  detc 
mination  I  procured  at  the  Dockyard,  by  the  permission  of  the  Nr 
Board,  ten  pieces  of  oak,  a  foot  long,  and  about  six  inches  in  diamet 
which  were  specifically  heavier  tiian  water,  and  ten  similar  pieces 
larch,  which  had  a  much  lessspecific  gravity.   These  wer^  dwnede^ 
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two  and  two  together  by  small  chains  of  different  lengths,  from  four- 
teen feet  long  to  two  feet,  and  they  were  so  adjusted  by  small  weights 
of  lead,  that  only  the  upper  surface  of  the  larch  cylinders  were  above 
water, — ^there  were,  moreover,  two  larch  cylinders,  which  floated 
merely  on  the  sur&ce  without  any  appending  oak  cylinders.  The 
upper  part  of  the  larch  cylinders  were  painted  different  colours  and 
forms,  so  that  each  might  be  distinguished  from  the  rest. 

**^  These  were  all  thrown  into  the  middle  of  the  stream  opposite 
the  Dockyard,  at  about  one  hour  after  low  water,  and  I  accompanied 
them  in  a  boat,  to  watch  their  progress.  It  was  presumed,  that  i( 
the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  stream  had  different  velocities,  that 
the  deeper  floats  would  be  left  behind  those  which  were  less  deep; 
and  these  latter  behind  those  which  were  less  deep :  but,  that  if  the 
whole  body  of  water  had  a  common  velocity,  they  would  all  pro- 
ceed together. 

<*  It  was  soon  found  that  the  effect  of  currents  at  different  depths, 
caused  the  floats  to  separate  considerably,  but  stilt  their  progressive 
velocity  up  the  river  was  nearly  the  same, — so  nearly  indeed,  that 
after  following  them  for  two  hours  they  all  passed  the  same  line  op- 
posite Greenwich  Hospital,  within  one  minute  of  each  other,  althougli 
in  their  progress,  some  of  them  had  passed  under  the  keels  of  vessels 
which  interrupted  their  path. 

"  We  now  waited  till  the  time  of  high  water,  and  then  immersed 
them  again  opposite  the  Hospital.  The  case  was  now  very  different, 
for  we  found  the  deeper  floats  still  ascending  the  river,  others  descend- 
ing, and  others  motionless;  so  that  we  had  some  difficulty  in  collect- 
ing them. 

•*  This  however,  we  did,  in  about  half-an-honr,  and  they  now  as 
before,  proceeded  uniformly,  atnd  passed  a  line  at  Woolwich  in  about 
the  same  time  as  before. 

"  It  follows,  therefore,  that  except  for  a  short  intervat  about  the 
time  of  ebb  and  flood,  the  whole  body  of  water  is  moving  with  nearly 
the  same  velocity." 

It  can  hardly  be  denied,  even  by  the  eminent  Professor  himself, 
that  the  above  experiments  were  fiiulty  in  having  the  floating  cylin- 
der of  equal  bulk  to  the  one  attached  bdoir;  for  the  motion  of  the 
one  was  greatly  influenced  by  that  of  the  other.  Thus,  supposing  the 
under  current  to  be  moving  at  the  rate  of  half  a  mite  an  ho»ur  up- 
wards, say  at  the  top  of  the  high  water,  and  the  top  current  to  be 
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coming  down  with  the  first  of  the  ebb  at  the  same  time,  the  cylinder 
would  appear  to  stand  still. 

In  the  experiments  I  have  now  to  speak  of,  we  wished  first  to 
try  the  currents  at  the  first  of  the  ebb,  and  for  this  purpose  took  a 
boat  at  Blackwall,  in  which  we  put  our  apparatus,  and  as  the  wind 
was  blowing  fresh  from  the  West  we  rowed  down  to  Bugsby's  Hole 
opposite  the  Victoria  Dock,  where  the  wind  blew  across  the  Beach, 
and  therefore  could  not  influence  the  result  in  any  great  degree. 
At  high  water  therefore,  which  was  about  8h.  a.m.,  we  immersed  the 
jars  at  the  depths  mentioned  above,  and  found  shortly  that  the  surface 
one  moved  with  considerably  more  speed  than  the  deeper  one.  After 
about  half  an  hour  we  took  them  up,  and  again  immersed  them  with 
the  same  results,  so  that  by  the  time  we  reached  the  Arsenal,  which 
was  not  till  about  llh.  A.M.,  the  sur&ce  one  was  ahead  by  300  or 
400  yards.  I  here  left  the  boat,  but  my  Mends,  who  continued  some 
time  longer,  informed  me  that  the  result  was  similar  as  far  as  Rain- 
ham  Point.  Had  we  not  tested  the  experiment  first  when  the  wind 
was  across  the  tide,  we  might  have  considered  that  the  sur&ce  one . 
was  influenced  by  it ;  we  felt  therefore  convinced  that  at  the  first 
wo  or^three  hours  at  least  of  the  ebb  the  water  near  the  surface 
moved  quicker  than  the  lower  portion.  Here  I  may  obsene  that 
during  part  of  this  experiment  I  immersed  an  ordinary  wine  bottle 
to  the  depth  of  10  feet,  or  about  the  half  depth  of  the  others,  and 
found  that  its  rate  of  motion  was  intermediate  between  them,  shewing 
a  diminution  of  speed  the  deeper  the  water  became.  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  what  might  have  been  anticipated,  because  the  uneven 
sur&ce  of  the  bottom  of  the  river  must  of  necessity  impede  the  move- 
ment of  the  water  in  its  vicinity  by  its  friction,  and  would  consequently 
be  slower  in  speed.  But  this  was  not  shewn  in  the  observations  of 
Professor  Barlow,  and  it  was  against  the  preconceived  ideas  of  one  at 
least  of  our  party,  and  moreover  was  totally  opposed,  as  I  shall  pre- 
sently show,  to  similar  experiments  taken  at  the  commencement  of 
the  flood,  when  of  course  the  same  element,  friction,  .is  present. 

We  now  wished  to  try  the  rate  of  motion  at  the  last  of  the  flood, 
and  in  order  to  have  a  long  straight  course,  went  to  Greenhithe  : 
allowed  the  jars  to  float  up  Long  Beach.  As  the  water  is  here  v 
deep  the  lower  jar  was  immersed  to  about  twenty-five  feet,  while  i 
upper  one  was  as  before  two  feet  from  the.  surface.  The  result  h 
was  nearly  similar  although  not  to  so  great  an  extent    The  jais. 
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in  Professor  Barlow's  experiments,  were  at  times  a  good  deal  sepa- 
rated in  a  transverse  direction,  by  the  action  no  doubt  of  currents, 
caused  by  the  unequal  nature  of  the  bottom.  But  on  the  whole  the 
sur&ce  jar  was  considerably  ahead  of  the  deep  one. 

The  tide  did  not  b^n  to  turn  till  we  were  opposite  Puifleet,  and 
now  the  surface  jar  rapidly  came  down  while  the  deep  one  appeared 
stationary.  As  one  of  my  friends  expressed  it,  it  seemed  like  to  what 
happens  on  pouring  water  from  a  jug  or  cup;  the  bodies  floating  on 
the  surface  go  over  with  the  first  of  the  water,  while  those  deeper  do 
not  move  for  some  time.  Whether  the  analogy  be  quite  correct  or 
not  we  will  not  stop  here  to  enquire,  but  the  fact,  nevertheless,  was 
the  same  as  in  the  first  experiment. 

It  remained  now  to  find  out  the  movement  of  the  water  at  the  first 
of  the  flood,  and  for  this  purpose,  unaccompanied  by  these  gentlemen, 
I  went  on  board  a  yacht  to  the  Lower  Hope,  and  with  two  ordinary 
wine  bottles  immersed  to  two  and  eighteen  feet  respectively,  waited 
the  commencement  of  flood.  From  what  I  had  observed  in  the  other 
experiiments,  arising  as  I  believed  from  the  effects  of  friction,  I  anti- 
cipated a  similar  result,  but  was  much  surprised  to  find  a  totally 
different  one. 

Just  before  flood  the  two  bottles,  with  their  attached  floats,  were 
immersed  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Lower  Hope,  and  with  the  usual 
results  on  the  ebb  tide ;  viz.  the  sur&ce  float  going  down  the  river 
at  a  quicker  rate  than  the  deep  one,  the  wind  being  from  the  west  or 
across  the  stream.  This  continued  until  the  moment  of  the  first 
flood  as  watched  by  the  masts  of  a  vessel  and  the  land.  The  float 
attached  to  the  deep  bottle  now  b^an  to  move  up  the  stream  at  a 
quicker  rate  than  the  other  by  about  thirty  yards  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  We  again  brought  them  near  each  other,  and  the  same  results 
followed,  leaving  no  doubt  whatever  in  our  minds  that  the  under 
current  was  under  the  influence  of  the  flood  more  than  the  upper, 
and  this  in  a  decided  manner.  It  was  not  occasioned  by  the  surface 
one  moving  doujii  the  stream  while  the  other  remained  stationary, 
because  we  noticed  well  that  both  had  an  upward  direction. 

Another  similar  experiment  was  made  another  day  in  Gravesend 
B.each  with  similar  results,  and  a  third  in  Long  Beach  upon  a  third 
day  which  terminated  in  a  like  manner. 

These  were  continued  only  during  the  first  half  hour  of  flood,  but 
another  trial  took  place  in  Blackwall  Beach  on  16th  October  last,  to 
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ascertain  how  long  this  order  of  things  continued,  and  a  diflferent 
mode  of  judging  the  result  provided.  The  deep  botde  was  fastened 
to  the  fore  etid  of  the  waterman's  boat  hook,  and  the  shallower  one  to 
the  after  end,  and  put  in  the  water  at  the  commenoement  of  flood, 
as  evidenced  by  the  swinging  of  the  vessels,  and  the  water  making  on 
the  shore,  off  the  Brunswick  Wharf,  Blackwall.  This  was  done  to 
show,  not  the  rate  of  progression^  but  the  nature  of  it  at  the  two 
depths.  As  before,  the  deep  end  travelled  fiustest,  shewn  by  the  fore 
end  of  the  pole  pointing  up  the  stream,  until  we  arrived  off  the  West 
India  Docks,  when  a  change  took  place, — the  after  end  of  die  staff 
gradually  swung  round,  and  pointed  up  the  river.  This  occurred 
about  half  an  hour  after  starting,  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
surface  water  was  coming  up  with  a  gradually  increasing  velocity,  as 
evidenced  by  corks,  chips,  &c.,  passing  the  staff,  which  was  now  re- 
tarded by  the  deeper  bottle. 

It  results  from  these  experiments, — -firsi,  that  as  a  general  role 
the  tidal  water  moves  quickest  the  nearer  it  is  td  the  sur&ce. 

Second. — That  the  surface  water  is  the  first  to  move  at  tlie  first 
of  the  ebb,  and  continues  to  move  quicker  than  the  deep  water  till 
the  close  of  the  ebb. 

Third. — ^ThiH;  the  flood  cotaes  in  first  &s  an  under  current,  and 
flows  quicker  than  the  surface  water  for  the  first  half  hour  at  least 

These  experiments  have  been  made  with  as  much  care  as  circum- 
stances ^ould  allow.  They  are,  however,  by  no  means  put  forward 
as  being  entirely  perfect,  but  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  further 
investigated  by  hydrographers  possessing  more  time  than  myself,  and 
who  may  discover  peculiarities  in  the  motion  of  the  tidal  waters  which 
have  escaped  my  notice,  connected,  for  instance  with  the  neap  or  the 
high  tide,  the  land  floods,  &c. 

W.  V.  B. 


SAILORS. 

The  race  of  eailors  are  so  truly  eccentric  that  notwithstaudiniE,  e 

numberless  anecdotes  with  which  they  supply  conversadon  there  » 

many  interesting  circumstances  related  to  their  very  peculiar  chara  r 

yet  untold.     Like  other  arts,  that  of  navigation  possesses  a  numbe  f 

techuical  terms  peculiar  to  itself.    The  sailor  forms  these  into  a  langu  e 
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and  introduces  them  without  hesitaddn  into  all  companies,  en  all  oeoa* 
sions,  and,  generally,  with  brilliant  success;  as  nautical  expressions  are 
pointed,  humorous,  and  easily  adapted  to  the  situations  of  common  life. 
Enured  to  hardships,  to  dangers,  and  to  a  perpetual  change  of  companions, 
the  seaman  contracts  a  species  of  stoicism  which  might  raise  the  envy 
even  of  a  Dipgenes.  **  Avast  there,"  cried  a  sailor  to  his  comitule,  who 
was  busied  in  heaving  overboard  the  lower  division  of  a  messmate,  just 
cut  in  halves  by  a  chain  shot,  "  Let  us  first  see  if  he  (uu  not  the  isey 
of  our  mess  chest  in  his  pocket!" 

As  their  enjoyments  are  sipiple  and  few,  sailors  are  equally  ai  home 
at  Port  Royal,  Halifax,  Canton,  Cape  Coast  Castle,  or  at  Portsmouth. 

From  the  admiral  to  the  cabin  boy  their  attachment  to  the  fair  sex  is 
eamestt  )<^^i>g9  ^d  almost  indiscriminate.  Few  women  lin^  happier 
in  the  conjugal  state;  as  the  heartiness,  the  sincerity,  and  the  general 
good  humour  of  thdv  husbands,  make  ample  amends  for  those  small 
deficiencies  as  to  d0Scac7  or  politeness,  which  tlkey  sometimea  mig^ 
oompbin  of. 

E^cepli  the  momentary  joy  of  reeeivipg  liis  money,  a  sailor^s  happiest 
time  is,  by  no  means,  that  period  when  he  had  his  pockets  well  stored, 
l^e  possesses,  indeed,  an  nnxiety  to  get  rid  of  his  cash,  wliich  amouBts 
almost  to  actual  distress.  *^  Why  do  you  uot  return  and  enter  with  ma 
agnin,  as  you  promised?"  said  a  captain  to  a  valued  aeamnB.  ^  How  can 
I,  sir?  I  still  have  money  in  luy  pouch,  and  yet  I  am  never  without  a 
girl  and  a  fiddler."  **  Try  tvo  girls  and  two  fiddlers,'^  siud  the  eaptain. 
The  ia^  thought  the  hint  a  good  one,  and  by  adopting  it,  soon  obtained 
a  state  of  finance  which  put  him  in  a  humour  to  return  tp  his  oeoupar 
tion. 

Two  of  the  Imghtest  points  in  the  character  of  a  seaman  seem  to  be 
intrepidity,  and  presence  of  mmd.  Without  partiality,  we  may  say, 
that  it  is  in  the  British  mariper,  particularly,  that  these  qualities  are  to 
he  observed.  In  the  hour  of  extreme  danger,  he  does  not,  like  the 
Portuguese,  the  Italian,  or  the  Russ,  either  a§k  afwistanoe  &om,  or 
denounce  his  patron  saint*  No,  he  trusts  to  his  own  agilil^  and  re8o<^ 
luiion  for  safety;  and  if  he  imprecates  curses  pn  any  head,  it  is  his  own, 
or  that  of  some  ''lubber^  who  is  not  as  active  as  blBaaelf  in  the  gencsral 
work  of  pieservatioD. 

SupenrtilioD  and  (wofimeaess,  those  extremes  of  humaa  ootidue^  aw 
too  often  found  united  in  the  sailor;  and  the  man  who  dreads  the  stemj 
effects  of  drowning  a  cat,  or  whistlmg  a  country  dance,  while  he  leans 
over  the  gunwale,  will,  too  often,  wantonly  defy  his  Creator,  by  the 
most  daring  execrationa,  and  the  most  licentious  behaviour.     But  most 
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aasoredly  he  is  thoughtless  of  the  fault,  and  (like  the  poor  fellow  who 
espied  land,  after  many  days  of  intolerahle  suffering  from  hunger  and 
thirst,  in  the  boat  of  the  shipwrecked  Centaur,)  thinks  that  he  is  at 
liberty  to  express  his  gratitude,  or  his  distress,  by  the  method  which  to 
him  appears  most  apt,  and  most  expressive. 

A  spedes  of  ready  wit  is  ofben  connected  with  the  character  of  a  sailor; 
and,  as  whatever  he  conceives,  he  always  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to 
express,  let  tlie  company,  the  place,  the  time  be  what  it  will,  he  has,  of 
consequence,  vast  advantages  over  the  more  bashful  beUe-espriL 

A  couple  of  sailors  some  years  ago  went  ashore  at  Charlestown.  in 
Carolina;  they  naturally  advanced  towards  a  crowd  which  had  gathered 
round  the  celebrated  Whitfield,  who  was  preaching  with  infinite  vehe- 
mence against  the  sins  of  his  audience.  They  arrived  just  time  enough 
to  hear  him  say  with  his  utmost  exertion  of  voice  and  gesture-— '* And  ^ 
your  pastor,  your  teacher,  shall  be  forced  to  bear  witness  agunst  you  at 
the  awful  day  of  judgment.*^     **  Holloa  Jack!"  cried  one  of  the  tars, 

whom  the  crowd  had  divided  from  his  comrade,    **  A me,  if  that 

ben't  just  as  it  goes  at  the  Old  Bailey.  The  greatest  rogue  always 
turns  king's  evidence." 

But  ihe  sailor's  character  must  not  be  dismissed  without  some  notice 
being  taken  of  that  fraternal  regard  which  reigns  among  them  aH  let 
the  outsides  of  some  be  ever  so  rugged.  No  tie  of  Freemasonry,  no 
oath,  no  bond  of  society,  can  unite  any  denomination  of  mankind 
together,  as  sailors  are  united.  It  is  in  the  most  trying  sihiations  of 
life  that  the  effects  of  this  union  are  most  seen.  If  a  sea-officer  die^, 
leaving  a  family  behind  him  unprovided  for,  his  sons  become  the 
children  of  his  fraternity,  and  are  handed  up  in  life  by  his  father's  friends 
from  one  station  to  another  in  the  Service,  until  they  are  enabled  to 
provide  for  themselves.  As  a  proof  of  this  emanation  of  genuine  phi- 
lanthropy, amongst  this  gallant  race  of  men,  the  following  circamstaoce 
may  be  properly  brought  forward: — Not  many  years  past  an  unknown 
benefactor  gave  £300  per  annum,  to  be  divided  among  thirty  sea-offioem* 
widows.  In  order  to  appreciate  the  merit  of  the  competitors,  each  who 
applies  brings  in  a  list  of  her  children,  and  how  they  are  provided  for; 
and  it  has  been  remarked  that  there  is  scarcely  the  name  of  one  male, 
among  the  numerous  offspring  of  thirty  mothers,  but  has  some  pr^*^-. 
sion  in  tiie  navy,  and  is  at  least  in  the  right  road  to  an  honourable  ou  > 
petence. 
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When  we  turn  to  the  various  incidents  connected  with  yachts  and  yacht- 
ing, whether  of  "Practical  Notes,"  of  "Wanderings  in  the  East  or 
West,"  of  "Yachting  Pastimes,"  of  "Channel  Cruizes,"  of  "Beacons  and 
Harbours,"  the  one  to  direct  and  the  other  to  succour,  or  whether  we 
recount  the  deeds  of  "  Naval  Daring,"  whether  on  the  river  or  the 
ocean,  it  surely  cannot  be  considered  out  of  place,  if  we  step  aside  to 
take  an  occasional  glance  of  such  men,  whether  living  or  dead,  who  have 
contributed  by  their  genius  and  talents  to  enrich  the  world  with  pro- 
ductions which  grace  the  waters  of  the  sea  god,  and  become  the  pride 
of  navies,  and  of  nations.  Without  indulging  in  metaphors  or  treading 
on  delicate  grounds,  or  seeking  the  ire  of  any  contemporary,  there  is 
none  among  the  many  who  have  achieved  so  much  for  the  honor  of  his 
country,  and  from  whom  nations  might  have  looked  for  further  achieve- 
ments in  the  triumphs  of  naval  architecture,  than  the  unsophisticated 
name  of 


GEORGE  STEERS,  ^tat  33. 


Little  did  the  writer  think,  when  in  1861  he  was  treasuring  among 
other  reminiscences  the  various  little  incidents  which  had  occurred  in 
connection  with  the  early  life  and  career  of  the  above  individual,  or 
that  when  in  company  with  him  in  his  stroll  through  the  Great  Exhibi- 
tion,  taking  but  a  hurried  glance  at  the  stall  where  was  presented  to  the 
spectator  specimens  of  Indian  Naval  Architecture,  and  where  our  late 
friend  stood  for  some  minutes  in  deep  contemplation  and  studied  thought, 
until  at  length  he  gave  utterance  to  the  language  of  Pope. 

**  Lo,  the  poor  Indian!  whose  untutored  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the  wind," 

That  he  should  be  thus  early  called  upon  to  publish  for  the  informa- 
tion of  our  nautical  friends  such  gleanings  which  are  now  presented  as 
another  chapter  of  his  "Wandering  Notes." 

The  event  which  brought  George  Steers  to  visit  the  home  of  his  an- 
cestors, led  to  his  introduction  to  the  writer;  and  every  little  incident 
^ivhich  had  reference  to  him  haa  since  been  carefully  sought  for  and  noted 
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down,  lest  "the  memory  should  grow  old  by  time,"  and  that  it  might 
escape  his  future  observation.  Every  extract  from  both  public  and 
private  resources,  which  had  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  that  person, 
has  been  carefully  treasured  by  the  writer  in  his  album  of  "varied  and 
select,^'  in  order  that  should  an  appropriate  period  present  itself  they 
might  be  made  available  to  others.  It  has  now  fallen  to  the  pen  of 
friendship  to  collate  for  our  issue  such  gleanings  as  will  serve  as  a 
memoir  for  future  writers. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Atlantic  at  Liverpool  on  the  9th  ult,  we  were 
put  in  possession  of  the  news  of  the  melancholy  and  sudden  death  on 
the  26th  ot  September,  last,  of  Mr.  George  Steers  the  eminent  Naval 
Architect  and  Ship-builder  of  New  York.  A  name  rendered  familiar  to 
our  yachting  friends  and  the  world  at  large,  as  the  designer  and  modeller 
of  the  celebrated  schooner  yacht  "America,"  which  was  introduced  to 
the  waters  of  the  Solent  in  the  year  of  the  Great  Exhibition,  1851. 
The  loss  of  such  a  man,  whose  genius  has  given  greater  efficiency  to  one 
of  the  most  important  departments  of  industry  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic,  cannot  but  be  regarded  by  his  countrymen  as  a  great  national 
calamity,  and  by  us  with  deep  feeling  of  regret. 

The  sudden  removal  from  a  world  in  which  his  labors  were  unprece- 
dentedly  successful,  occurred  while  he  was  proceeding  in  a  Rockaway 
wagon,  on  his  way  to  Little  Neck,  Long  Island,  U.S.A.  to  escort  home 
his  wife  and  family,  who  had  been  residing  there  during  the  summer 
months,  and  who  were  to  have  returned  with  him  to  their  happy  home  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  It  appears  that  as  he  was  approaching  the  Ca- 
valry Cemetry,  his  horse  became  frightened  and  ran  away*  Mr.  Steers 
lost  all  control  of  the  animal,  jumped  out  of  the  wagon,  and  fell  to  the 
ground.  In  this  state,  lying  in  the  road,  he  was  fallen  in  with  by  two 
of  his  personal  friends  and  neighbours  who  happened  to  be  driving  out, 
but  owing  to  his  being  so  much  bruised  and  disfigured  they  did  not  at 
first  recognize  bin.  On  being  recognised  he  was  conveyed  forthwith  to 
his  residence  91,  Cannon  Street,  New  York,  where  surgical  aid  was 
sought,  but  hisfcase  was  at  once  pronounced  hopeless,  and  he  expired 
about  ten  minutes  past  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening. 

Alluding  to  the  melancholy  circumstance  a  New  York  paper  says: — 

"  The  intelligence  will  excite  a  painful  degree  of  interest,  not  i 
among  the  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Steers  in  this  city,  but  throngL 
the  whole  country.     The  name  of  Mr.  Steers  was  identified  with 
history  of  our  mercantile  marine,  the  brilliant  achievement  of  they» 
'^America''  first  made  his  name  known  to  the  world  as  a  Marine  Arc 
tect,  and  the  recent  completion  of  the  steam  frigate  "Niagara,"  and  l 
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CoIUdb'  steamship  **Adriatic*^  had  more  than  fulfilled  all  the  expecta- 
tions which  his  first  efforts  ia  shiphuilding  had  excited.** 

It  has  beeu  erroneously  stated  that  Mr.  Steers  was  born  in  England, 
bot  such  was  not  the  case.  The  subject  of  our  memoir  was  bora  of 
English  parents  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  in  the  year  1 823.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Steers,  who  was  a  native  of  Dart- 
mouthy  Devon,  and  once  connected  with  our  naval  yard  at  Plymouth,  in 
which  we  understood  him  to  have  been  a  foreman  shipwright,  and  who 
with  his  wife  and  his  eldest  son,  Mr»  James  R.  Steers,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  shortly  after  the  peace  of  1815,  in  the  hope  of  bettering 
their  future  prospects,  leaving  behind  them  to  the  care  of  an  aunt  an 
elder  daughter,  whom  we  believe  is  still  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dartmouth.  Their  parent  subsequently  removed  to  New  York,  accom- 
panied by  the  "  boy  Steers^'  before  the  latter  was  eight  years  of  age. 
Bom  of  humble  parents  George  Steers  enjoyed  but  slender  opportuni- 
ties of  improving  his  mind  by  study,  and,  consequently,  possessed  but  a 
moderate  education  and  but  small  acquirements  beyond  the  noble  art 
which  nature  had  planted  in  him.  Probably  no  man  who  ever  achieved 
so  great  a  reputation  and  standing  in  his  profession  owed  so  little  to  boc^ 
learning.  His  knowledge  of  ship  building  seemed  to  be  an  inspiration. 
At  this  early  age  he  displayed  great  talent  in  his  future  profession,  and 
from  his  boyhood  he  devoted  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  study 
of  naval  architecture, — ^in  fact,  it  was  born  in  him.  Beyond  that  pur- 
suit he  had  no  ambition,  he  descried  no  talent  The  success  which  he 
met  with  in  his  subsequent  career  appears  not  to  have  been  the  result 
of  aeddent,  but  the  development  of  an  early  conceived  principle,  which 
be  has  carried  out  in  every  vessel  he  has  built:  his  system,  nurtured 
when  a  mere  boy,  and  ultimately  illustrated  in  the  form  of  the  magnifi- 
cent and  leviathan  frigate,  the  Niagara,  is  based  upon  the  assumption 
that  for  a  vessel  to  sail  easily,  steadily,  and  rapidly,  the  displacement  of 
water  must  be  nearly  uniform  along  the  lines. 

From  the  illustrated  papers  of  the  day,  we  glean  much  information  in 
corroboration  of  the  gradual  development  of  his  early  mind.  We  are 
told  that  when  he  laid  the  keel  of  the  New  York  pilot-boat  Maty 
Taylor,  (a  name  rendered  familiar  to  us  by  the  production  of  the  Glo' 
riana,  subsequently  built  by  one  of  our  own  yacht  builders,)  he  engaged 
in  advance,  to  make  a  faster,  a  drier,  and  a  steadier  craft,  than  had  ever 
left  the  port  of  New  York.  So  confident  was  he  of  his  power  and  abili- 
ties ibat  he  succeeded  according  to  bis  most  sanguine  expectations.  Pre- 
vious to  this  achievement,  a  vessel  had  never  been  built,  where  the  centre 
of  displacement  had  not  been  forward  of  the  beam.     Fears  were  gene- 
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rally  entertained  by  his  countrymen  that  his  **  new  form  *'  would  prove 
a  Mlure.  Some  predicted  that  this  vessel  would  plunge  under  water, 
others  thought  that  in  rough  weather  no  one  could  live  on  deck;  all  of 
which  prophecies,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  certainly  contradicted  by 
fact.  For  encountering  less  resistance  from  the  narrow  bows,  the  vessel 
sailed  fibster,  and  experienced  no  corresponding  strain,  and  suffered  no 
more  in  rough  weather  than  in  the  summer  breeze.  The  advantages  of 
his  system  may  be  thus  summed  up: — First,  greater  speed  with  the 
same  tonnage  and  canvas.  Second,  greater  stability  in  the  vessel;  that 
is,  an  increased  hold  upon  the  water.  Third,  greater  evenness  and 
equality  of  motion,  resulting  from  an  equalized  leverage;  since  the  masts, 
as  levers,  work  more  uniformly  upon  the  fulcrum  of  [the  ship.  Fourth, 
greater  endurance,  because  there  is  less  strain  in  rapid  sailing,  or  in 
rough  weather.  Fifth,  steadiness  of  motion,  which  enables  her  in  sail- 
ing to  keep  close  to  the  wind,  and  lose  but  little  lee  way. 

Returning  to  the  early  incidents  of  his  life,  and  to  the  history  of  bis 
triumphs  we  narrate  the  most  prominent  from  the  first  development  of 
genius  down  to  hb  chef  d^oBuvres,  the  Niagara  and  the]^(/rta<tc,§a8  we 
find  them  recorded  by  his  own  countrymen. 

At  ten  years  of  age,  for  his  own  amusement,  he  built  'a  ;scow,  eight 
feet  long,  which  his  elder  brother  broke  to  pieces,  lest '  *  George  '^  should 
get  drowned.  After  some  little  experience  in  boat  building,  at  the  age 
of  sixteep  years,  he  built  a  sail  boat  17  feet  long,  named  Martin  Van 
Buren,  which  beat  the  Gladiator  three  miles  in  a  race  of  twenty-four; 
and  which  at  the  time,  created  immense  astonishment. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  built  the  row  boat,  John  C.  Sievent^  30 
feet  long,  3  feet  10  inch  beam,  13  inch  deep,  and  with  a  full  crew  on 
board,  drew  only  4  inches  of  water!  and  weighed  but  1401bs.  She  beat 
the  Unexpected,  the  Sylph,  the  Brooklyn,  J.  W.  Willis,  Johnny  on  the 
Green,  and  many  other  well  known  boats  on  the  American  waters. 
Upon  examination  it  was  shown  that  that  boat  was  the  lightest,  as  she 
was  then  believed  to  be  the  fastest  in  the  world. 

At  nineteen,  he  built  the  Manhattan,  sail  boat  of  27  tons,  44  feet^in 
length,  14  feet  8  inch  beam,  6  feet  in  depth. 

At  twenty-one  he  built  the  pilot-boat  Wm.  G.  Hagstaff  for  the  Jer- 
sey pilots,  her  speed  was  so  great  that  she  passed  with  ease  any  of  ~  » 
boats  belonging  to  the  New  York  pilots,  creating  a  great  deal  of 
mosity  among  the  New  Yorkers  against  her  bnilder.  This  boat  i 
afterwards  sold  and  carried  to  California,  and  was  finally  wrecked  at  3 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  every  remnant  left  by  the  storm  s 
burnt  up  by  the  Indian?. 
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The  Syren  and  Sybil  each  of  85  tons  were  next  built  for  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  and  are  still  in  existence,  very  fast  and  very  popular 
boats. 

In  1842,  he  built  the  schooner,  St  Mary  the  First,  of  250  tons, 
she  could  beat  any  schooner  which  went  outside  Sandy  Hook.  This 
vessel  was  finally  sold  to  the  American  Qovemment  in  the  Mexican  war 
to  carry  two  great  guns  to  Vera  Cruz,  to  be  used  in  the  bombardment 
of  that  city.  She  is  now  running  regularly  between  Baltimore  and  Rio 
Janeiro. 

In  six  weeks^  notice,  he  built  one  small  steamer  for  Seneca  Lake, 
which  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  the  owners. 

In  the  year  1844  he  built  two  steamers  for  Lake  Ontario. 

The  Grtnesseg  Chief  of  450  tons,  was  built  in  sixty  days,  she  is  still 
running,  and  is  considered  the  best  boat  ever  on  the  Lake. 

The  yacht  Una,  60  tons,  built  for  Mr.  J.  M.  Waterbury,  was  never 
beaten  in  a  race  until  George  Steers  built  a  boat  that  accomplished  it. 

The  Cornelia,  90  tons,  another  schooner  built  by  him  for  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  was  very  fast,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction. 

The  Queen  of  the  West,  built  at  Bu£Palo,  is  the  fastest  and  smoothest 
going  boat  in  the  world.  Six  boats,  of  the  same  size,  and  for  the  same 
line,  were  built  at  the  same  town  by  other  parties,  but  none  of  them, 
we  are  told,  ever  approached  the  Queen  of  the  West  in  speed  or  com- 
fort. 

The  world-famed  America,  170  tons,  was  commenced  in  1850,  and 
was  modelled  and  designed  by  George  Steers,  and  built  under  his  su- 
perintendence in  the  yard  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brown  at  New  York,  in  whose 
yard  the  architect  of  this  renowned  yacht  was  a  labouring  man  and 
worked  on  her.  She  left  for  England  in  the  month  of  June  following, 
and  her  doings  are  too  well  known  to  need  us  to  recapitulate. 

The  yacht  Sylvia  of  100  tons  was  built  about  the  same  time;  and 
although  very  fast  did  not  prove  so  successful  as  her  predecessor.  We 
nevertheless  opine  that  in  her  there  was  more  than  we  were  made  ac- 
quainted with.  To  use  the  Russian  word  there  was  a  good  deal  of* 
''  strategy  "  with  those  who  had  her  management,  and  had  there  been 
any  stakes  depending  on  her  races  we  should  have  known  more  of  her 
qualities. 

Then  follows  the  bright  array  of  names  familiar  to  American  waters: 
the  M.  H.  GrinneU,  the  yachts  Julia  Ray,  VEsperance,  Widgeon^ 
and  Cygnet.  Then  came  the  Pride  of  the  Seas,  a  schooner  of  about 
247  tons,  that  has  beaten  the  time  of  every  other  sailing  vessel  in  the 
world.     Then  follows  the  Viguero,  a  propeller  for  Cuba,  and  the  ship 
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Sunny  South  of  780  tons.  The  latter  vessel  has  beaten  every  vessel 
she  ever  came  across  in  her  trips  to  San  Francisco,  China,  and  back  to 
New  York.  These  triumphs  overcame  at  last  all  opposition,  and  estab- 
lished for  George  Steers,  a  reputation  that  forced  itself  upon  the  nation, 
and  secured  for  him  a  world-wide  fame. 

We  now  come  to  his  almost  last  production,  the  HiagarOi  one  of  the 
six  war  steamers  which  the  American  Congress  decided  to  add  to  its 
navy.  The  announcement  of  the  fact  was  received  throughout  the 
country  with  pleasure,  and  we  cannot  do  better  than  extraet  the  follow- 
ing from  Frank  Leslie's  and  other  papers,  which  were  puUished  at 
the  time.  In  describing  the  successful  launch  which  took  plaoe  at 
Brooklyn  they  state  : — *<  That  the  construction  of  those  six  steamers 
became  a  subject  of  discussion  throughout  the  States,  some  urging  that 
they  should  be  built  by  contract  by  some  of  our  eminent  shipbuilders, 
and  others  contending  that  they  should  be  built  in  the  usual  way  at  the 
government  Navy  yards. 

''  Five  of  the  vessels  were  handed  over  to  old  fogy  contractors  of  the 
government)  but  the  wide-spread  reputation  of  George  Steers  triumphed 
in  the  construction  of  the  sixth,  so  far  as  this,  he  was  selected  as  its 
builder,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  propulsory  power,  in  the  quality 
of  the  canvas,  the  ground  tackle,  in  the  kind  of  anchors,  and  one  or  two 
other  important  things,  (xeorge  Steers  was  allowed  to  exercise  his  own 
judgment,  both  in  the  model  and  manner  of  construction.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  for  us  then  to  say,  that  the  Niagara  is  the  only  one  of  the  six 
steam  frigates  which  were  authorised  to  be  constmcted  by  the  lata  Con- 
gress, that  has  not  been  entrusted  to  a  government  builder;  and  we 
(N.  Y.  paper)  think,  that  the  country  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Dobbin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  for  his  enlightened  liberality  in  bestowing  so  distin- 
guished a  mark  of  respect  on  Mr.  Steers,  the  renowned  builder  of  the 
America,  as  to  allow  him  the  privilege  of  exhibiting  his  talent  in  the 
oonstruction  of  this  ship.  Mr.  Steers  appreciated  the  importance  of  his 
position,  and  resumed  it  with  full  knowledge  of  its  immense  responsi- 
bility. 

*^  The  ship,  originating  as  we  have  described,  now  rests  triumphant 
upon  the  limpid  wave,  soon  to  plume  its  wings  and  cany  the  triumplis 
of  American  genius  and  American  power  to  the  distant  quarters  of  '  5 
globe. 

'<  In  measurement  the  Niagara  is  not  only  the  largest  of  the  e 
war  steamers,  (none  of  the  others  reaching  276  feet  in  length,)  but  9 
believe  her  to  be  superior  to  any  of  them  in  model,  that  her  manne  f 
construction  displays  a  better  distribution  of  materials,  and  ako  that      ? 
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is  the  best  piece  of  nautical  mechanism  ever  seen  in  this,  or,  any  other 
country.     She  is  not  only  the  largest  of  the  six  screw  frigates  ordered 
by  the  government,  but  is  the  largest  ship  now  afloat  in  the  world. 
"  The  actual  dimensions  of  this  magnificent  vessel  are  as  follows:— 

Extreme  length  on  deck   ....     345  feet 

Depth  of  hold 31   •* 

Extreme  breadth    ......       55  '^ 

Capacity     .      .     5,200  tons. 

*'  Her  armament  will  consist  of  twelve  gigantic  pivot  guns,  weighing 
27,000  lbs.  each,  requiring  a  charge  of  15  lbs.  of  powder,  and  carrying 
shot  weighing  170  lbs. 

**  This  frigate  was  launched  in  February  last,  and  the  event  was  at- 
tended with  perfect  success,  and  with  only  the  regret  that  so  much  out- 
lay of  wealth,  and  of  thought,  was  for  the  destructive  engines  of  war, 
rather  than  for  the  furtherance  of  the  blessings  of  peace." 

The  Adriatic^  has  since  been  launched  for  Collins'  line  of  steamers, 
and  is  from  the  same  master-mind:  she  is  352  feet  long,  but  her  mea- 
surement of  5,500  tons  makes  the  Niagara  small  by  comparison. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  lamentable  death  George  Steers  waited  anx- 
iously for  these  noble  vessels  to  make  their  first  sea  voyage  before  he 
made  arrangements  for  building  other  vessels  ;  he,  however  continued 
full  of  sanguine  confidence  as  to  the  result  of  their  first  trials,  but  alas, 
he  has  not  been  spared  to  pursue  the  brilliant  career  of  usefulness  which 
was  opening  before  him.  While  living  his  genius  gained  for  him  many 
friends,  having  already  achieved  a  higher  reputation  than  any  other 
American  Mechanic  could  boast  of,  but  in  the  midst  of  his  labors,  he 
has  been  suddenly  cut  down,  and  bis  tmtimely  death  will  be  felt  as  a 
national  loss. 

In  concluding  our  narrative  from  the  notes  before  us,  we  must  not 
omit  to  mention  that  the  subject  of  our  memoir  was  in  partnership  with 
his  elder  brother,  under  the  firm  of  George  and  James  R.  Steers,  of 
Kew  York;  and  who  both  came  to  this  country  in  the  America,  accom- 
panied by  two  other  members  of  his  family,  who  formed  two  of  the  crew 
of  the  yacht 

On  the  sale  of  the  yacht  they  returned  to  the  TTnited  Stfttes,  and 
shortly  after  their  arrival  home  the  merchants  and  builders  of  New  Totk 
got  up  a  Demonstration  by  way  of  testifying  their  appreciation  of  the 
talents  of  '^  George  Steers,"  for  such  he  has  always  been  called;  and  the 
success  which  had  attended  his  labours  in  the  path  of  fame  and  invited 
him  to  a  public  dinner,  at  which  he  was  presented  with  a  handsome, 
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and  complimentary  token  of  their  esteem,  in  the  shape  of  a  purse  of 
2,000  dollars,  and  a  service  of  plate.  The  sudden  death  of  such  a  man 
cannot  but  be  considered  by  his  countrymen  and  friends^  on  both  sides, 
other  than  as  a  national  loss. 

At  the  early  age  of  33  he  has  been  removed  from  us  all,  leaving  a 
wife  and  young  family  to  mourn  their  early  bereavement,  and  a  whole 
world  to  sympathise  for  the  loss  it  has  sustained.  We  have  said  he 
was  a  man  of  genius;  we  will  add  that  his  character  for  honesty,  integ- 
rity and  upri^^htness  stood  high  with  those  who  were  acquainted  with  him. 
Conscious  of  his  deficiencies  in  education  he  was  retiring  and  unassum- 
ing, yet,  his  affiibility  to  all  who  approached  him  gained  for  him  many 
friends  who  in  life  esteemed  him,  as  in  his  death  they  regret  his  loss. 


SUMMER  SCENES  ON  THE  COAST  OF  SCOTLAND.* 

Who  has  not  been  at  the  coast,  and  admired  the  bold  romantic  scenery 
of  the  Clyde?     With  thousands  it  has  now  become  a  social  habit  to 
spend  a  few  weeks  or  months  at  a  sea-bathing  town;  and  such  are  the 
facilities  at  present  afforded  for  indulging  this  propensity,  by  cheap  and 
safe  travelling  and  comfortable  lodgings,  that  certain  classes  of  this 
country  have  now  become  as  migratory  as  birds  of  passage,  and  at  the 
first  glance  of  summer  weather,  they  take  wing  to  the  coast,  where  all 
the  comforts  and  amenities  of  home  may  be  enjoyed.     Each  town  has 
its  churches,  chapels,  schools,  libraries^  reading-rooms,  &c.,  its  markets, 
and  its  fresh  dairy  produce  brought  daily  to  the  door,  and  each  is  within 
less  than  a  day's  journey  of  the  great  emporiums  of  commerce  and  of 
manufacture  in  the  country.     It  is  pleasing  to  know,  as  well  as  credit- 
able to  the  attention  of  our  superintendents  of  railways,  and  the  skill 
and  steadiness  of  our  commanders  of  steamers,  that  so  many  thousands 
of  people  are  daily  carried  to  and  from  the  various  watering  places  during 
the  bathing  season  without  accident  or  disappointment.     In  looking  at 
a  fine  painting  by  one  of  the  great  masters,  the  oftener  one  sees  it  the 
more  beauties  he  discovers  in  its  composition,  and  the  more  intensely  does 
he  admire  it:  so,  with  what  is  grand  and  beautiful  in  nature,  the  iv-^ 
frequently  we  behold  it,  the  more  fondly  do  we  g^ze.     How  often  1:      i 
the  Clyde,  and  its  scenes  and  watering-places,  been  visited  and  descril     , 
yet  half  its  beauties  have  not  been  told.    Bom  and  reared  within  si]     t 
of  ^*  Scotia's  northern  battlement  of  hills,"  we  have  for  thirty  sumxr     s 

*  From  the  Greenock  Advertiser. 
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been  fiimiliar  with  the  scenery  of  the  Frith,  and  e^erj  time  we  sail  on 
its  waters,  or  climb  the  ragged  hills  that  skirt  the  shores  bat  increases 
desire  to  return  again  and  have  another  look.  The  remarks  that  follow 
are  but  the  harried,  light,  and  imperfect  pendllings  of  a  leisure  hoar, 
aod  have  no  pretensions  to  fuller  graphic  delineation.  Having  premised 
this  much,  we  proceed  with  our  sketch,  and  begin,  as  in  duty  bound, 
with  our  nearest  neighbours,  at 

Gourock — and  are  glad  to  learn  that  they  were  this  year  busy  as  ever. 
Scarcely  a  house  was  **  to  let,"  and  sometimes  even  lodgings  were  at  a 
premium.  To  accommodate  this  surplus  population  the  natives  often 
submit  patiently  to  much  temporary  self-denial  and  discomfort,  in  order 
that  the  stranger  may  enjoy  the  best  rooms  m  the  house.  The  month 
of  August  is  the  very  noon  of  the  season — the  street  is  thronged  with 
the  gay  and  iashionable.  Every  passing  steamer  attracts  a  crowd  to 
the  quay,  some  to  gaze,  others  to  meet  with  expected  friends.  On  a 
sunny  day  all  the  row  boats  are  in  requisition,  and  are  paddling  about 
shore  and  bay  with  pleasure  parties.  In  the  evening,  a  walk  along 
Kempeck  terrace  affords  pleasant  recreation,  and  often  a  sunset  scene 
viewed  from  this  point  is  very  beautiful;  a  view  this,  which  the  inhabi- 
tiants  on  the  opposite  shore  are  never  privileged  to  behold,  at  least,  as 
long  as  they  reside  there.  Gourock  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be 
popular  as  a  watering  place.  It  is  nearest  by  rail  and  river  to  the  great 
beehives  of  population  in  Glasgow  and  in  Renfrewshire.  Besides,  nearly 
every  steamer  that  passes  up  or  down  the  river,  call  at  the  quay;  and 
the  residents  here  can  vary  their  sail,  if  they  choose  to  a  different  part 
of  the  coast  every  day  of  the  week,  and  never  require  to  take  a  meal 
from  home  ;  or  they  may  take  the  Arrochar  steamer  in  the  forenoon— 
sail  up  Lochlong — cross  the  isthmus  of  Tarbet — luxuriate  in  the  magnifi- 
cent scenery  around  that  beautiful  spot — take  the  returning  boat  on 
Lochlomond — sail  down  the  "  Queen  of  Scottish  Lakes,'*  to  Ballock, 
and  by  rail  to  Bowling  in  time  to  catch  the  latest  steamer  down  the 
river,  and  home  by  Gourock  before  sunset. 

The  town  has  progressed  faster  than  any  other  on  the  Clyde,  and 
now  extends  to  Ashton,  without  any  interval.  The  whole  of  the  shore 
^ound  in  that  direction  at  present  to  be  had  is  built  upon;  parties 
must  now  go  on  the  hill  side,  and  certainly  some  fine  sites  are  to  be  had 
there.  Where  the  rope  work  stood,  at  the  east  end,  will  soon  be  occu- 
pied with  handsome  villas,  and  by  the  removal  of  that  manufactory  the 
amenity  of  this  end  is  greatly  increased.  In  the  summer  time,  learned 
gentlemen  and  literary  ladies  think  it  worth  while  to  come  hither,  and 
^ve  courses  of  lectures  or  readings  horn  Shakespeare;  and  this  is  not» 
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the  least  of  the  privileges  which  the  sqjoitnien  here  enjoy.  While  ire 
rejoice  most  heartily  at  the  prosperity  of  Gourock,  we  have  pleasure  in 
visiting  her  younger  sisters  on  the  northern  shore,  and  of  noting  tbeir 
rise  and  yearly  extension.  Not  to  mention  Helenshurgh,  Row,  and 
Gareloch,  tlie  most  retired  and  sweet  of  sll  oar  loch%  let  us  look  at 

J^Uoreggan. — A  few  years  ago  what  was  to  be  seen  there?  A  soli- 
tary ferryhoose,  standing  on  the  lonely  shore,  a  well-built  wherry  riding 
in  the  little  bay,  and  the  ferryboat  lying  at  the  quay.  Theae  were  tiie 
breadwinners  of  the  industrious  family  that  lived  here  for  many  yean. 
The  wherry  was  the  Kilcreggan  packet,  which  sailed  to  Greenock  en 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  to  market.  What  is  Kilcreggan  now?  It  Ins 
got  a  wharf,  and  a  service  of  steamers  to  supply  its  daily  wants.  It  has 
in  t  few  short  years  stretched  on  its  line  of  fine  villas  along  the  shore  to 
Ceve,  and  the  Cove  is  on  the  march  to  Coulport,  and  on  the  rough  spot 
where  lately  grew  in  wild  luxuriance,  the  bracken  and  the  bramble  boslii 
now  stands  the  smiling  cottage  in  the  neat  parterre,  where  bbont  the 
foshia  and  the  rose.  Some  of  the  cottages  here  are  built  in  the  finest 
style  of  architectural  arty  and  very  soon  all  the  shore  ride  will  be  ooea* 
{ued  with  splendid  summer  lodgings.  Here^  however,  as  well  as  sD 
round  the  coast,  there  is  an  ancient  sea  margin,  of  moderate  height,  sad 
not  ikr  removed  from  the  beach,  and  on  this  fine  terrace  a  laoge  of 
houses  might  be  built;  the  wider  and  longer  stretch  of  view  from  vbidi, 
would  amply  compensate  for  the  trifling  ascent  from  the  shore.  At  Cove 
there  is  a  nice  little  chapel  set  upon  the  hill,  and  at  ELnockfeny,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  there  is  a  schoolhouse,  most  romantically  situated  on  the 
bank  of  a  mountun  streamlet,  the  playground  attached,  tastefully  Ud 
out,  and  adorned  with  shrubs  and  trees. 

Families  living  at  Kilcreggan  or  Cove,  and  having  command  <vf  a 
carriage,  can  have  fine  drives  on  a  summer  day,  not  only  along  the 
shore,  but  over  Peaton  hill  to  Rahane,  on  Gareloch  side,  and  thence  bj 
Femycarry  to  Portincaple  braes,  over  which  the  road  traverses  on  its  w^y 
by  Lochlong  side  to  Arrochar,  to  which  the  journey  may  be  prolonged 
very  pleasantly.  At  the  top  of  Ardencap!^  hill  the  scene  is  indescrib- 
ably grand.  Three  lochs,  are  in  view,  Garelooh,  Lochlong,  and  the 
entrance  to  Lochgoil.  Here  a  pause  is  made  by  the  pari^  to  content- 
plate  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  view. 

•  The  restrospect  towards  the  placid  lake,  from  whose  mai^n  str  bi 
with  pretty  cottages,  they  have  just  ascended,  is  beautiful  in  the  exti  a  « 
the  prospect  is  of  the  most  wild  rugged  mountain  scenery  to  be  MD 
anywheres—called,  as  everybody  knows,  in  superlative  burlesque  '  Ais 
Duke's  Bowling  Green."   The  opening  to  Lochgoil  is  in  this  rode  n  C» 
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.  of  moantaiDS.  At  the  mentkm  of  tiiU  loch,  *^Lord  UUid^s  Dangbtet^ 
cornea  into  ooo's  miod,  and  the  oonjecture  is  whetiier  this  sheet  of  water, 
'*  all  peaceful  now  and  stilV'  and  sparkling  in  the  sunbeams,  is  realfy 
the  *'  dark  and  stormy  water"  which  the  poet  (Campbell)  had  in  his 
mind's  eye  when  he  wrote  that  beautiful  poem.  Having  gaaed  on  thb 
enchanting  scene  for  an  hour  or  more,  and  talked  and  looked  again  and 
again  at  all  its  varied  beauties,  the  party  may  either  return  as  they^same 
or  sweep  along  the  western  shore  of  the  Gareloch  to  the  claohan  of  Rbs- 
Death,  dismount  for  a- fiaw' minutes  and  walk  through  the  beautiful  yeW 
tree  avenue,  that  leads  to  Clachan  house,  which  the  Duchess  of  Suther- 

.  land  has  declared  is  finest  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  thence  by  Campsail 
bay  and  sequestered  glen,  home  to  Kiloreggau, 

At  Cove  we  take  steamer  to  Blairmore^  on  the  opposite  shore  of  Locih- 
long.  What  a  range  of  neat  smiling  eottages  meets  the  eye  here,  aitd 
gladdens  the  heart;  each  a  home  of  love  and  peaod  to ^'' somebody;" 
.each  has  a  little  garden  enclosed,  most  tastefully  laid  out,  and  well  fvr- 
nished  with  flowers  and  fruits.  A  ras1»c  chair  placed  at  the  front  of  the 
cottage,  affords  a  fine  sheltered  seat  in  the  afternoon  and  evenings  hom 
the  ra^s  of  a  too  ardent  sun.  To  our  taste,  there  are  few  if  any  cottages 
on  the  coast,  so  pretty  as  those  recently  erected  at  Blairmore.  To  be 
sure  there  are  two  or  three  nonpareils  at  Cove,  but»  as  a  whole,  this 
place  excels.  Skirting  the  shore  so  prettily,  so  artistically  finished  in 
everything,  their  enclosures  reclaimed  from  the  wild  Blair  or  hill  face 
behind,  still 

**  QhAggy  with  heather  and  rugged  with  rocks," 

present  to  the  eye  of  the  spectator,  nature  and  art,  in  their  strongest 
contrast.  A  few  years  ago,  and  there  stood  only  here  the  lonely  inn  of 
Portenstuck,  and  Strone  Point  appeared  as  dull  and  dreary  to  the  fish- 
erman as  he  passed  in  his  wherry,  as  did  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  Yasco  de  Gama,  when  he  first  doubled  its  stormy  shore.  Cape 
Strone  has  been  doubled  by  land,  if  we  may  use  the  expression,  as  well 
as  by  sea,  and  the  gentle  summer  breeze,  that  in  days  of  yore 

"  but  swept  a  lane  hill  side, 

Where  heath  and  fern  were  waving  wide," 

uow  plays  round  the  temples  of  an  invalid  as  he  lies  on  his  couch,  breathes 
refireshment  into  crowded  and  gay  parlours,  fans  the  cheek  of  romping 
youth,  or  bears  on  its  wings  the  grateful  shower  to  water  the  shrubs  and 
flowers  of  a  garden*  To  our  notion  this  side  of  the  hill  seems  more 
open  and  cool,  than  does  Kilmun  side.  Perhaps  in  certain  months  of 
the  year,  Kilmun  may  be  preferable,  it  is  so  sheltered  from  north  and 
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easfc  winds,  bat  in  the  dog  days  at  least,  we  greatly  prefer  Loohloog  aide. 
Iq  a  few  years  more,  if  batldiog  go  on  at  the  present  rate,  the  whole 
loch  side  will  be  lined  with  cottage,  or  more  costly  mansions,  as  far  as 
Ardentinny,  where  in  anticipation  of  an  increase  of  population,  a  neat  | 
little  chapel  was  some  years  ago  erected.  Ardentinny  is  in  the  united 
parishes  of  Dunoon  and  Kilmun,  and  is  a  very  retired  spot,  yet  lovely, 
about  four  miles  from  Strone*  Its  site  is  at  the  base  of  steep,  lofty,  and 
picturesquely  wooded  mountains.  It  is  associated  in  the  minds  of  the 
lovers  of  Scottish  song,  with  <*  The  Lass  o'  Aranteenie,"  by  Tanna- 
hill,  and  a  romantic  story  is  told  of  a  gallant  sea  captain  who  visited  this 
spot,  and  was  so  captivated  with  a  ^'  bonnie  lass,''  whom  he  saw  here^ 
that  he  sighed  in  distant  isles  to  return  to  Scotia's  rugged  strand,  te. 
But  it  is  not  so  much  with  native,  as  with  natural  beauties  that  we  have 
at  present  to  do.     So  to  our  pleasant  task. 

We  have  not  time  to  scale  the  lofty  mountains  that  rise  almost  per- 
pendicularly from  the  shore,  though  we  are  aware  that  the  view  firom 
their  summit  b  both  extensive  and  grand,  and  such  as  drew  from  the 
great  and  good  Dr.  Chalmers,  when  he  witnessed  the  scene,  the  pious 
exclamation,  "  0  Lord,  how  wonderful  are  thy  works,  in  wisdom  hast 
thou  made  them  all."  Passing  along  the  road  which  leads  by  Gfenfin- 
nert  house  and  policy,  we  ascend  the  hill  that  rises  gently  from  the  glen 
by  a  good  road.  We  are  soon  elevated  enough  to  get  a  fine  view  oC 
Loch  Eck,  a  fresh  water  lake,  about  seven  or  eight  miles  long,  and  half 
a  mile  broad,  lying  amidst  the  solitude  of  the  everlasting  hills.  The 
mountains  th^t  surround  it  are  not  so  lofty  as  others  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  the  scene  is  beautiful,  and  the  landscapes  are  pretty.  Descend- 
ing the  hill  by  Wiiistlefield,  we  reach  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but  we 
love  not  to  tarry  by  its  banks.  Its  ever  stationary  waters  want  the 
variety  of  the  sea.  We  miss  the  ever#flowing  tide,  the  tangled  stones, 
and  the  pebbly  shore.  To  our  minds  there  is  melancholy  in  its  mono- 
tony; and  however  pleasant  it  might  be  to  sail  on  its  waters,  and  fish  in 
their  depths,  yet  we  have  notion  that  this  would  be  the  spot  we  would 
select  to  spend  our  days  of  leisure  or  of  retirement. 

A  good  pedestrian  may  travel  from  Whistlefield  to  St.  Catherine's  on 
Lochfine  side  in  three  and  a  half  hours,  and  thence  by  ferry-boat  to  In- 
verary,  where  we  leave  him  to  walk  through  the  woods  that  snrro.    1      ^ 
the  castle  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  wander  along  the  banks  of  the  A     f     ^ 
or  climb  the  seemingly  inaccessible  hill  of  Duniquidch,  on  the  tc     ^     i 
which  he  may  lie  gazing  on  the  grand  scene,  as  once  we  did,  dli  hi      i     *j 
recovered  breath  after  the  toilsome  ascent.     At  present  our  eoun     s 
towards  Holy  Loch,  and  walking  along  the  banks  of  the  Eachaig,  a     s 
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troat  stream  that  flows  from  the  loch,  we  soon  arri?e  at  Ktlraun,  a  place 
that  was  wont  to  be  visited  by  parties  in  a  Gourock  wherry,  ere  yet 
steamers  were  known  or  durst  ventare  on  such  a  foreign  voyage,  to  see 
the  burial  vault  of  the  Argyle  family — into  which  strangers  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  gravedigger  for  a  small  consideration;  and  there,  says  an 
eye-witness,  "  the  old  sexton,  with  candle  in  hand,  whose  pale  light  only 
served  to  make  darkness  visible,  went  round  from  coffin  to  coffin,  giving 
the  names  and  snatches  of  the  history  of  each  of  the  sleepers  in  this  char- 
nel  house."  We  doubt  if  the  privilege  is  accorded  to  strangers  now« 
Kilmun  was  then  a  lonely  place,  with  one  humble  straw  thatched  cottage 
near  the  kirk.  Its  rise  and  progress  as  a  watering  place  is  like  the  other 
towns  on  the  Clyde,  coeval  with  the  existence  and  extension  of  steam 
navigation.  It  now  stretches  on  the  eastern  side  of  Holy  Loch  to  Strone, 
and  has  been  so  long  known  and  highly  appreciated  as  a  summer  re^- 
dence,  that  we  tarry  not  to  tell  of  its  rural  rides,  its  varied  scenery,  its 
beautiful  shore,  and  even  its  concentrated  waters!  [Holy  Loch].  We 
take  steamer  and  pass  over  to  Sandbank,  on  the  opposite  shore,  a  seques- 
tered little  spot,  and  well  patronised.  We  are  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Lazaretto,  which  was  more  fitted  for  a  Turkish  landscape  than  a  Scottish, 
ia  entirely  removed,  having  become  wholly  unnecessary,  if  indeed  it  ever 
was  useful.  Between  Sandbank  and  Kim  there  is  a  break  in  the  range 
of  cottages,  by  the  intervention  of  Hafton  policy,  but  recent  numerous 
erections  of  fine  villas  shorten  the  interval.  All  round  to  Kim  wharf 
the  shore  and  brae  are  studded  with  cottages  like  Mosaic  work. 

Dunoon — as  its  castle  indicates,  is  a  very  ancient  place^andso  long  as 
it  continued  to  be  the  principal  opening  from  Cowal  to  the  Lowlands,  it 
maintained  its  importance.  But  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  a  new 
and  more  direct  road  was  made  from  the  West  Highlands  by  Dumbar- 
ton to  the  populous  manufacturing  towns  in  the  Lowlands.  After  that 
the  village  rapidly  declined;  but,  since  steamboats  appeared  on  the 
Clyde,  it  has  risen  to  the  dimensions  of  a  large  town,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  frequented  sea-bathing  quarters  on  the  Firth.  It  has 
its  full  complement  of  ecclesiastical  establishments  and  schools.  Its 
shops  would  not  suffer  in  comparison  though  placed  beside  those  in  a 
first  class  street  of  a  wealthy  city.  Like  their  neighbours  in  Gou- 
rock, the  inhabitants  have  this  year,  as  we  believe  in  former  years,  had 
the  benefit  of  a  course  of  lectures  on  a  most  appropriate  and  interesting 
subject,  «*  The  Marine  PlanU  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,"  by  Mr.  W. 
Keddie,  the  accomplished  editor  of  the  Scottish  Guardian.  The  west 
bay,  how  pretty,  who  does  not  admire  it?  with  its  beautiful  shore,  and 
«mple  accommodation  for  bathers,  and  its  row  of  rich  marine  villas. 
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But  we  are  sailiog  down  the  water  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
knots  an  hour  in  one  of  the  **  Castles,"  and  have  but  little  time  to  note 
the  splendid  mansions  that  line  the  coast  almost  to 

/nW/an—* whither  we  are  bound,  and  which  we  reg^ard  as  in  some 
respects  the  most  interesting  and  extraordinary  of  all  the  marine  towns 
on  the  Clyde.  While  all  the  others  have  had  a  name,  and  a  nucleus 
from  which  they  sprung,  lunellan  is  a  new  erection,  a  new  birth  ;  the 
name,  if  not  new,  is  a  revival  so  changed  in  sound  that  older  men  aesree 
recognise  it.  And  what  a  healthy  thriving  little  fellow  he  is,  and  gene- 
rous withal,  stretching  out  his  little  hand  to  the  traveller  and  visitor,  not 
to  g^rasp  the  penny,  but  to  welcome  them  ashore,  and  what  aoconunoda- 
tion  has  he  for  them?  Ample  and  varied  are  lodging  and  other  applp' 
ances  to  make  this  a  pleasant  summer  residence.  A  fine  inn,  like  a 
nobleman^s  mansion,  standing  on  an  elevation,  meets  you  at  the  landing 
place.  From  its  upper  rooms  a  view  may  be  obtained,  fiir  to  the  rnrnA 
and  west.  The  ibland  of  Bute,  Holy  Isle,  Arran,  with  its  lofty,  ragged 
mountains!  Ailsa  Craig,  lone  sentinel  of  the  Firth,  looms  in  the  dis- 
tance; the  coast  of  Ayr,  and  even  of  Wigton,  may  be  discerned  in  a 
clear  day.  On  the  east,  the  view  is  also  extensive.  Few  mansions 
command  such  a  fine  sea  view  as  this.  There  is  a  bowling  green,  wfaefte 
the  residenters  spend  many  a  leisure  hour  very  pleasantly,  "^len  there 
are  for  Sabbath  duties,  two  neat  little  chapels,  set  upon  a  hill,  at  a 
respectable  distance  from  each  other;  differing  in  name  only,  but  in  pur- 
pose they  are  one.  To  those  who  find  time  hang  heavily  on  their  hand, 
there  is  ample  room  and  verge  enough  to  roam.  Independent  of  the 
hourly  opportunities  which  passing  steamers  offer,  to  sail  to  any  place  up 
or  dotin  the  coast,  there  are  the  hills  to  climb,  the  ascent  of  which  will 
strengthen  the  lungs,  and  the  cool  mountain  breeze  will  brace  the  nerves. 
And  there  is  the  shore  road  round  Toward  Point,  or  up  the  valley  of 
Loch  Rtriven,  to  Inverchoilan,  and  were  the  road  made  good  from  this 
point  to  Glenlean,  as  we  hope  it  will  soon  be,  there  would  be  one  of  the 
most  romantic  drives  through  mountain  scenery,  that  the  whole  coast 
could  furnish.  Innellan  has  been  from  its  beginning,  and  la  now,  a 
favourite  residence  with  the  Greenock  folks,  and  one  can  scarcely  faney 
himself  out  of  Cathcart  street  while  walking  along  its  sunny  beach. 

Rothesay, — This  place  next  claims  our  attention,  and  wha%  shall  — 
say  of  her.     There  she  sits  in  her  island  home,  like  a  Queen  on 
throne,  stretching  out  h&t  arms  from  the  ancient  palace,  in  the  centre 
the  burgh  to  embrace  her  lovely  bay,  across  which  she  looks  with  oq 
placent  eye,  on  the  picturesque  hills  and  glens  of  Cowal.     The  island 
Bute  has  long  and  justly  been  celebrated  for  its  salubrity.     ".O,  foi 
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gasp  of  the  Rothesay  air,"  exclaims  the  inyalid,  as  he  pensively  walks 
roand  his  sick  chamber,  in  the  large  city,  longing  for  the  time  when  the 
winter's  bitter  blast  shall  cease,  and  permit  him  to  get  to  the  coast. 

Nothing  strikes  a  stranger  as  so  much  oat  of  place  ia  Rothesay 
as  the  cotton  mills.  **  What!"  he  exclaims,  '*  cotton  factories  here  too! 
I  thought  I  had  got  quit  of  these  when  I  left  Glasgow,  but  who  would 
have  expected  to  hear  the  sound  of  spindles  at  the  head-quarters  of  sea 
bathing  in  Rothesay,  the  Montpetier  of  Scotland.'''  Yet  so  it  is.  To  be 
sure,  tbey  are  in  the  background,  as  much  out  of  sight  as  possible  not  to 
ofifend  the  eye,  and  then  they  are  a  source  of  living  and  wealth  to  many 
of  the  inhabitants.  All  true,  still  they  do  give  the  air  of  a  manufactur- 
ing town  to  this  beautiful  island  home.  But  why  complain  fastidious 
ixiortal,  when  there  is  so  much  around  thee  to  please  the  eye  and  gratify 
tWtiiste? 

By  East  bay  there  is  the  delightful  ride  round  by  Ascog  and  Kerry- 
Groy,  and  the  beautiful  woods  and  walks  in  the  policy  of  Mount- Stewart, 
the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute;  on  the  west,  there  is  the  fine  sequestered 
drive  by  Port  Bannatyne  to  Kames,  and  thence  to  Ettrick  Bay;  and  if 
you  want  to  witness  the  grand  and  sublime  on  sea  as  well  as  land,  go, 
take  your  stand  on  the  Grarroch  Head  when  the  south-west  wind  blows 
high,  and  the  huge  angry  wave,  that  comes  rolling  from  afar«  is  dashed 
iato  spray  on  the  rough  rocky  strand.  See  how  the  tiny  craft  are  seod- 
ding  before  the  blast  to  seek  for  safety  in  some  sheltered  bay.  Look 
how  the  large  vessel  is  tempest-tost  on  the  stormy  waters,  now  seen  on 
the  crest  of  the  wave,  now  lost  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  She  is  the  sport 
of  winde  and  waves,  and  reels  to  and  fro  like  a  drunken  man.  Amidst 
this  elemental  strife,  what  vessel  is  you  that  holds  on  her  way  *'  in  inde- 
pendent pride,"  careless  alike  of  ''either  wind  or  tide?^'  It  is  one  of  our 
Clyde-built  screw  steamers: 

**  To  whate'er  point  the  breeze  inconstant  veer, 
Still  doth  the  careless  helmsman  onward  steer. 
As  if  the  stroke  of  some  magician's  wand 
Had  lent  her  power  the  ocean  to  command*'' 

One  can  almost  fancy  he  hears  the  brave  seamen  singing,  as  their  ship 
goes  bounding  o'er  the  waves,  like  the  war-horse  gay," 
**  Our  bark  is  dancing  on  the  waves;  its  tall  masts,  quivering,  bend 
Before  the  gale,  which  hails  us  now  with  the  halloa  of  i^  Driend^ . 
And  its  prow  is  sheariog  merrily  the  upturned  billows'  foam, 
While  our  hearts  with  throbbing  gladness  cheer  old  Ocean  as  our  home. 

**  Hurrah!  hurrah!  the  wind  is  up,  it  bloweth  fresh  and  free; 
And  every  cord,  instinct  with  life,  pipes  loud  its  fearful  glee; 
Big  swell  the  bosom'd  sails  with  joy.  and  they  madly  kiss  the  spray. 
As  proudly  through  the  foaming  surge  the  Sea  King  bears  away." 
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What  a  variety  of  feeling  pasaes  through  the  mind  on  contemplating 
a  scene  like  this!  The  past,  the  present,  and  the  future  of  our  country 
present  themseWes,  the  whole  suggestive  of  happy  thought  and  hopeful 
anticipation.  No  lonely  feeling  pervades  the  mind  of  the  spectator^  lor 

**  There  is  a  pleasure  in  tho  pathless  woods. 
There  is  a  rapture  on  the  lonely  shore. 
There  is  society,  where  none  intrudes, 
By  the  deep  sea,  and  music  in  its  roar." 

There  is  yet  another  enjoyment  which  the  sea*hathing  population  here 
have,  and  that  b,  a  sail  through  the  Kyles  to  Ardrishaig,  Tarbert,  amd 
Arran.  The  Kyles,  or  Straits,  of  Bute  are  universally  admired  for  their 
vnried  and  picturesque  views.  At  every  turn  new  beauties  meet  the  ejre^ 
which,  to  be  appreciated,  must  be  seen;  ^*  description 's  vain/'  There, 
amidst  this  romantic  scenery,  cottage,  house,  and  villa  are  springing  .np, 
year  afber  year,  as  if  by  magic;  and  if  peace  and  prosperity  bless  the 
land  for  thirty  years  to  come,  the  likelihood  is,  that  there  will  not  be  a 
spot  unoccupied  on  that  coast  that  is  convenient  and  available  for  feuin^. 
We  now  bid  adieu  to  the  island  of  Bute  and  its  fine  scenes,  and  croaa 
the  Frith,  **  in  a  voyage  of  the  mind,"  to  the 

Great  Ctf  m^roe,— and  note  the  beauties  of  its  fair  sea-bathing  town. 
By  ''  fair,"  of  course,  we  mean  ''  pretty,^'  for  Millport,  to  our  mind, 
resembles  a  shy  maiden,  of  whose  beautiful  countenance  you  cannot 
get  an  appreciable  glance,  unless  you  meet  her  full  in  the  &ce:  \wo 
headlands  or  rocky  promontaries  stretch  so  far  into  the  blue  waters,  that 
it  is  not  until  you  have  doubled  one  or  the  other  that  you  can  get  a  full 
view  of  all  her  beauties,  and  many  an  exclamation  of  delight  is  heard 
from  travellers  who  the  first  time  behold  this  beautiful  watering  place, 
which  is  always  well  peopled  during  the  summer  months.  The  air  is 
mild  and  agreeable,  and  the  scenery  is  less  bold  than  that  on  the  adja- 
cent shores.  The  village  is  built  round  a  semi-cirde  bay,  with  a  fine 
shore.  The  houses  are  mostly  plain  and  substantial-looking  buildinga. 
In  the  centre  of  the  bay  stands  the  marine  residence  of  the  Countess 
Dowager  of  Glasgow,  a  very  neat  building  in  the  cottage  style,  and  kept 
in  the  most  perfect  order. 

On  the  terrace  behind  the  village  stands  conspicuously  the  paridi 
church,  like  a  city  set  on  a  hill;  some  fine  houses  are  also  built  on  t^A 
same  elevation,  which  must  command  a  fine  view.  The  object  of  great' 
interest  to  strangers  here  is  the  Episcopal  church  and  college,  beautifu. 
situated  on  a  rising  ground  that  overlooks  the  east  end  of  the  villag 
It  is  of  Grothic  architecture,  and  has  a  tall  spire  rising  from  the  sou^' 
west  corner.     The  interior  of  the  chapel  b  superbly  finished  and  f 


S0BNB8  ON  THE  COAST  OF  SCOTLAND.       489^ 

niflhecL  The  trnple  gioimds  rarroanding  tlie  bnildlings  are  eoelased  wi<li 
an  embattled  wall,  aod  laid  out  with  great  taste.  The  place  is  well 
worthy  of  a  vistty  and  strangers  are  frankly  admitted  on  certsfin  days  of 
the  week.  The  only  complaint  we  heard  of  was,  the  want  of  a  road 
roond  the  island,  which  if  they  had,  the  enjoyments  of  the  islanders,  we 
■nppose,  wonld  be  complete.  We  trust  that  this  desideratum  will  *ere 
long  be  supplied.  To  compensate  for  this,  there  is  an  opportunity  daily 
to  the  sea-bathing  population  here  of  sailing  to  Arran  and  bade,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  or  ten  miles. 

The  scenery  of  Arran  is  unriyalled,  and  is  thns  described  by  Dr.  IT 
Culloch  (in  his  HigJOandi  and  Western  l^et,  vol  ii.  p.  29>-l'' Every 
variety  of  landscape  is  united  in  this  extraordinary  spot.  The  rural 
charms  of  the  ancient  English  village,  unrestricted  in  space  and  profuse 
of  unoccupied  land,  are  joined  to  the  richness  of  cultivation,  and  con- 
trasted with  the  wildness  of  mooriand  and  rocky  pasture.  On  one  hand 
is  the  wild  mountain  torrent,  and  on  the  other  the  tranquil  river  mean- 
ders through  the  rich  plain.  Here  the  sea  curls  on  the  smooth  beach, 
and  there  it  foams  against  a  rocky  shore,  or  washes  the  foot  of  the  high 
and  rugged  clifis,  or  the  skirts  of  the  wooded  hill.  The  white  sails  of 
boats,  are  seen  passing  and  repassing  among  trees— the  battlements  of 
the  castle  just  visible,  throw  an  air  of  ancient  grandeur  over  the  woods, 
and,  united  to  this  variety,  is  all  the  sublimity  and  all  the  rudeness  of 
the  Alpine  landscape  which  surrounds  and  involves  the  whole."  From 
the  hills  above  Millport  a  fine  view  of  the  whole  Firth  of  Clyde  may  be 
bm\t  and,  what  with  boating  to  the  little  Cumbrae,  fishing  in  the  bay, 
iKc,  time  passes  very  pleasantly  with  the  people  who  make  ibis  thdr 
•ommer  retreat.  We  have  neither  time  nor  taste  in  this  our  hasty  voy- 
age round  the  coast — nor  are  we  well  qualified  to  describe  the  geological 
structure  and  strata  of  these  islands,  nor  to  fix  the  date  when  they  were 
upturned  fit>m  the  waters— »nor  is  it  our  province,  at  present,  to  become 
antiquary  and  gather  up  every  scrap  of  traditionary  story  concerning 
Haco  and  his  troops  while  he  occupied  these  islands.  Both  of  these 
aubjects  are  interesting  and  important  in  themselves,  but  we  leave  them 
to  more  learned  travellers,  and  hasten  on  our  course  to  the  ''adjacent 
island  of  Great  Britain,"  which  is  soon  reached.  We  may  get  ashore  at 
Fairlie  by  a  small  boat,  which  comes  off  to  accommodate  travellers  ;  but 
we  decline  the  conveyance  and  remain  on  board,  though  we  like  the 
qmet  sequestered  appearance  of  this  little  village,  which  is  always  well 
frequented  in  the  summer  season. 

Large — ^is  a  large  town,  and  was  populous  long  before  steam  boats 
were  in  fiuhion  ;  it  is  therefore  not  one  of  the  new  creations^we  have 
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re£nx8d  to  ia  aootber  phot.    Loog  ago  it  nu  kaowa  tad  vifited  at  a 

meet  (asbiooable  watering  place  by  parties  from  Glasgow  and  Pmiey^ 
when  the  most  qpeedy  acoess  to  it  was  only  by  land,  aod  tbe  jnoada 
anytbiog  but  smooth;  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  aiaidat  all  the  oom- 
petitioD  with  which  it  has  had  to  oonteod,  from  uamejwus  yoanger  aad 
more  aspiring  riTals,  it  still  maintains  its  popularity,  and  attvMta  to  itp 
homes  a  large  number  of  select  and  fashiooabb  faonlies  in  the  suaMoaer*  . 
Fashion  rules  in  watering  places  .as  well  as  in  di^sa,  and  aomfitimea  oa 
this  account  one  place  is  for  the  season  prefen»d  to  another  ;  but  «e 
have  ao  idea  that  Largs  will  be  unpopahir  with  searbathersb  (ot  it  bas 
all  the  appliances  within  itself  ta  a»ake  people  comfortable.  In  coaunoa 
with  Millport  and  most  of  the  other  coast  towns  the  inhabitanta  h«r» 
eiyoy  the  trip  to  Arran,  leanng  after  breakfast,  and  returning  ia  time 
for  dinner.  The  town  from  the  water  has  a  very  fine  appearanco  tba 
large  green  in  front  of  the  houses  along  the  beach  fi»rms  a  fine  proaie- 
nade  in  the  cool  summer  evening,  and  the  white  pebbled  shore  dippiiig 
gently  into  the  sea  is  most  convenient  for  bathing  at  ali  times  of  the 
tide.  For  sequestered  walks  there  are  the  woods  of  £ett>«m  oa  the 
west,  and  the  Quarter  banks,  and  the  ^niet  road  towards  Brisbaae  Hoase 
on  the  east  Beyond  Gogo  burn  there  are  a  range  of  fine  maasioos^. 
beautifully  situated  on  rising  ground,  commanding  a  fiae  view,  and  giving 
an  aristocratic  air  to  the  "  west  end." 

The  town  itself  stands  on  a  level  plain,  and  is  siell  laid  oui,  the  k^uea 
clean  and  airy.  Water  from  the  Gogo  is  brought  into  the  town  ia  pipaa 
underground,  and  by  admirable  contrivance  is  auide  to  well  up  at  tha 
end  of  every  street,  and  run  down  its  strands  in  a  copious  streaai,  car* 
lying  in  its  course  cleanliness  and  thrift  to  every  dwelling.  Behind  the 
town  the  mountains  rise  to  a  great  elevation,  and  must  comniaad  a  aiaat 
extensive  view  from  their  summit.  On  one  occasion  a  pic^nic  party  joi 
literary  gentlemen  and  ladies  pitched  their  tent  midway  up  these  hilia» 
and  after  enjoying  their  repast,  and  feasting  their  eyw  oa  the  faaautiea 
of  Nature,  one  of  tlie  party  gave  a  short  history  of  the  Norwegian 
invasion  in  1263,  pointing  out  ou:the  green  grassy  map  which  layi»ftfaia 
him,  the  route  of  the  fiying  foe  to  his  ships,  which  Uf  ia  Fairlie  fiqadiw 
when— 

*<  Fighting,  flying,  struggling  with  his  Jcatiered  iuwt, 

Haco  saw,  despairing,  that  the  day  was  lost; 

Of  his  twenty  thousand  men. 

Not  a  third  was  left  hhn  then, 

The  fearful  tale  to  tell. 

Of  the  alanghter  that  befel; 

And  Haco,  iron  hearted,  who  had  never  wept  before, 

With  his  hands  his  pale  face  covered,  and  sobbed  upon  the  shoie.'* 
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Wemysg  Benf. — From  Loi^  to  Wemjaa  Bay  the  coast  is  stadded  at 
intervals  with  cottag^,  house,  villa,  mansioii  and  magnificent  castle,  each 
pbasantly  situated  and  tastefoUj  adorned..  Wemyes  Bay,  though  not 
ao  larg«,  much  resembles  West  Bay,  rig^t  opposite^  at  Dunoon,  it^  haa 
a  pret^  shore,  and  the  houses  thaS  haiw  long  stood  on  its  margin  arv 
■lov  sheksved  with  wood,  and  have  a  fine  view  down  the  rirer.  Several 
hottsee  of  more  than  oidinafy  grandeur  have  recently  been  erected  under 
Ihaolift,  and  one  on  the  rochj  promontory  that  termmates  the  hay  ^ 
hpiiig  buik  of  the  davk  red  sandstone  that  abounds  in  ^e  district^  diey 
have  a  rather  imposing  appearance.  At  Wemyss  Bay  there  is  an  exeet* 
lent  hotel  and  m  post  offiee,  md  a  post  nuiner  to  all  the  houses  on  Ihe 
eaast  westward,  for  several  mHi^  Ovedookisig  the  bay  on  a  fine  site 
stands  SLettfy  House  (James  Soett;  Esq.)  This  was  long  the  veeideaoe 
of  ikuB  bte  Robert  Wullaee^  Esq.,  k.p.^  for  Gveeoeck,  who,  while  h» 
was  ia  Pariiament,  achieved  for tbe* country,  by  his  owwexertibos  maialy, 
that  great  borm,  Poatal  Re(t>rm.  Mr.  WaUaoe  has  new  gone  to  hia 
long  home,  while  millions  are  daily  lejoi^ng  us  the  great  bkssii^  witk 
which  his  name  will  ever  be  associated.  Every  place  we  tnveBed  thia 
aumflier,  both  by  sea  and  Tend,  traces  are  still  visible  of  the  great  storm 
of  February  lask  Every  passenger  who  lands  or  embarks  at  Wwnyia 
Bay  is  reminded  of  this^  for  the  wharf  was  carried  away  on  i&at  drsad«* 
Inl  Digfat,  and  the  communication  wiih  the  steamer  k  by  boat. 

IiJherkkp.-^^h  indeed  a  *^slee  toon'^ ;  it  is  embowered  in  woodsy  aad 
aoaroely  a  house  is  visible  from  the  sea.  It  is  a  quiet  little  village,  has 
some  lieautifal  shady  walks,  and  yeariy  receives  ita  due  proportion  of 
summer  re9iden<iB.  Ardgowan  House  occupies  the  finest  site  of  the 
Clyde,  and  commands  one  of  the  finest  riewa  In  approaching  it  from 
Wemryss  Bay,  the  sylvan  scene  is  grand  and  rich  ia  the  eztrema  Ifc 
seems  placed  in  a  large  forest.  The  hills  that  surround  the  tastefoUy 
laU  out  pdicy  ere  clothed  to  their  summits  with  the  fir  tree,  the  ash, 
i3be  poplar,  and  the  pine.  Lundcrston  Bay  is  another  of  those  beautifttl 
indeatatioos  so  firequetrtly  to  be  aaet  with  an  the  ooast.  A  fishenoMta'a 
bit  stands  alone  on  the  ^ore»  and  recals  to  one's  mind  pleasing  reaainis* 
oencse  of  the  past,  when  these  little  houses  were  the  only  oaea  to  be  seen 
on  this  populous  coast  A  hasty  glance,  always  a  pleaMnt  one,  at  Clodh 
Leven,  and  Ashton,  bnogs  us  agaia  to  our  oU  friend  Oouroek.  Oiv 
TOjige  now  is  done,  and  we  thus  conobde  in  borrowed  phsasa  >^ 
*<  X  have  seen  them,  need  I  boost? 

fivery  town  nppa  the  c^ast, 

While  I  bid  them  all  be  blest, 

Qreenock,  thou'rt  my  home  my  rest, 

My  own  town— I  love  thee  best."  S. 
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YACHT  MEASUREMENT. 

Mr.  EnrroH.— At  I  am  not  much  book  leumed  I  foar  I  afaall  not  i 
my  letter  00  explicit  as  I  wiflh,  but  beiog  only  a  sailor  of  the  roagbcr 
sort  I  hope  you  **  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed.^-^So  here  goes  : — In 
your  former  numbers  there  appeared  a  proposal  to  get  up  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  best  method  of  altering  the  tonnage  law,  and  a  peppery 
old  gentleman  took  it  up,  and  was  inclined  to  do  wonders,  if  he  had  the 
*^  needful.'*  Here  the  subject  dropped  with  the  exception  of  a  jam 
two  or  three  others. 

In  the  May  number  a  fear  was  expressed  that  during  the  yaiditin§^ 
season  nothing  would  be  done  in  the  matter,  except  b«ng  diseosaed  at 
the  various  clubs,  and  some  steps  taken  to  form  a  Committee  at  its 
dose.  The  season  is  over,  and  there  is  no  appearance  of  a  diange^  tiiere- 
fore  its  evident  nothing  will  be  done  unless  yon  give  it  a  start.  My 
object  in  writing  is  to  show  that  the  want  of  a  regular  plan  of  measure- 
meint  has  been  irery  prejudicial,  to  yacht  racing,  and  several  protests  oc- 
casioned thereby.  In  one  place  (Great  Yarmouth)  a  prize  of  £42  was 
given  by  the  Railway  Company,  for  yachts  of  25  and  not  exceeding  50 
tons:— three  yachts  were  entered — Glance,  Phantom,  and  Though^  but 
when  the  time  arrived  a  dispute  arose  between  the  parties  as  to  their 
proper  tonnage:  Pittuck,  the  captain  of  the  Thought,  in  the  abienoe  q£ 
his  owner,  refused  to  allow  time  to  Phantom,  and  justly  too  I  think:  tfaa 
upshot  of  this  was,  no  start  The  other  race  being  a  certain^  for  Ae 
Amazon,  the  regatta,  I  regret  to  say,  afUr  all  the  trouble  that  had  been 
taken  to  get  it  up,  was  but  a  sorry  affair  as  regards  yachting. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  a  general  rule  was  established  the  Committees  of 
regattas  would  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  would  not  be  annoyed  by  dis- 
putes as  they  now  are. 

All  persons  desirous  of  yacht  measurement  being  under  one  system 
will  be  glad  to  find  the  evil  is  working  its  own  core — and  owners  of 
nunng  yachts  to  prevent  the  annoyance  of  protests  will  be  compelled  to 
suggest  an  alteration.  At  the  Port  of  Plymouth  regatta  there  were  two 
protests,  one  against  the  Secret,  which  was  entered  as  30  tons,  and  her 
opponents  persisted  she  was  more;  the  other  was  against  the  MosqnitOi 
entered  as  50  tons.  In  the  case  of  the  Secret  implication  was  made  to 
Mr.  Ratsey,  who  satisfied  the  Committee  that  the  alterations  he  n  i 
brought  her  to  30  tons  only,  oonsequentiy  her  owner,  Mr.  Waring, 
ceived  the  prize.  The  Mosquito  affair  after  much  conflicting  evid^  1 
was  settled  by  Wildfire  taking  the  prise»  What  is  the  Mosquito's 
par  tonnage? 
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I  will  now  point  oat  a  few  of  the  inoonsistenciM  the  following  jachte 
ezperienoed  during  the  past  season: — 
FkoHUm  at  Royal  Thames,  Harwich,  and  Viotoria  28  tons ;  Lowestoft,  Great 

Orimshy,  Soathem,  and  Dovor  27. 
Tkmighi  at  Thames  29  tons,  Lowestoft  and  Dover  2d,  ^ctoria  2^. 
Secret  at  Iliames  83  tons,  all  other  places  30. 
Amazon  at  Harwich  and  Great  Yarmoath  48  toos,   Wear  46,   Soathem  45, 

Thames  42. 
WUdfire  at  Sqaadron  66  tons,  Thames  and  Southern  59,  Plymouth  52. 
Vestal  at  Squadron  81  tons,  Thames  and  all  other  places  74. 
Extravaganza  at  Thames  48,  and  all  other  places  including  Squadron,  except 

in  the  race  for  Club  Friae  when  she  was  made  57. 
€flanee  at  St.  George's  83  tons,  Soathem  and  Teignmoath  34»  Lowestoft 

and  Great  Grimsby  35. 
Mosquito  at  Cork  60  tons,  St  Georges  59,  Victoria  and  Plymouth  50,  Isle  of 

of  Man  68,  Squadron  70. 
(Tgdone  at  St.  George*s  43  tons,  Bristol  Channel  Regatta  48. 
I'oam  at  Cork  26  tons,  St.  George's  23. 
Arrow  at  Squadron  118  tons,  Victoria  102. 

I  coald  add  to  the  above,  bat  think  no  farther  proof  neoesBaiy  to  oon- 
Tey  an  idea  of  the  perplexing  position  in  which  a  yacht  owner  is  placed, 
when  he  enters  his  yacht  to  race.  He  knows  his  oorreot  tonnage,  yet 
he  is  not  allowed  to  sail  by  it,  his  craft  most  be  re-measnred,  perhaps, 
twice^or  thrice  a  week,  if  he  attends  as  many  regattas,  and  moreorer, 
has  occasionally  to  allow  time  to  another  which  he  oonsiders  nnjnst^ 
therefore  is  discontented  and  leares  in  high  dudgeon,  vowing  nerer  to 
enter  his  yacht  at  such  places  again. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  the  racing  man  most  find  this  ev3  becoming  too 
troublesome  to  put  up  with,  and  he  will  either  agitate  his  dub  to  assist 
in  altering  the  system,  or  be  content  to  join  those  twaddlers  who  roam 
aboat  the  coast^  and  his  clipper  yacht  be  known  only  as  a  floating  on* 
diine. 

There  are  many  who  have  gained  hundreds  of  pounds  by  yacht  racmg 
why  don't  they  bring  the  measurement  question  publicly  f^rwaid,  and 
prove  they  feel  an  interest  in  the  sport  beyond  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence?  It  cannot  be  expected  that  gentlemen,  who  merely  keep  yachts 
for  the  enjoyment  of  a  summer  cruise,  should  trouble  themselves  to  in- 
troduce a  measure  which  the  racing  man  is  careless  about 

If  in  your  next  number  you  will  g^ve  the  rules  of  measurement  adopted 
at  the  various  regattas,  you  will  confer  a  boon  on  the  yachting  oonmuH 
nity,  by  showing  where  alterations  are  required. 

B.  a  T. 
( [We  will  endeavour  to  comply  with,  our  correspondent's  sug|pBStaon»-— £nw} 
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PftmCE  OP  WALES  YACHT  CLUB— Measuremrnt. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  club,  the  14th  ult*,  the  Commadofo^  & 
Hewett,  Esq.,  proposed  that  an  altenlkm  should  be  mftde  in  rule  31  for 
the  measarement  of  yachts.  ''  The  present  rule,  howerer  good,  oogdi 
to  be  altered*  Clubs  round  the  coast  were  in  much  perplexity  respect* 
ing  measurement.  Tliey  could  not  determine  how  to  act,  but  if  they 
found  all  the  London  Clubs  agreed  upon  the  subject,  there  was  good 
reason  to  believe  they  would  follow  the  example.  Tlie  Prince  of  Wales 
Club  ought  to  help  the  Royal  Thames  and  Royal  London  Cluha  in 
showing  that  example  to  those  on  the  coast,  and  that  would  be  effected 
by  altering  the  meMureme&t,  so  as  to  agree  with  tiieir  rules,  wlndi  iimt 
correspond  by  the  latter  falling  into  the  same  views  as  the  former.  He 
proposed  the  alteration,  as  he  thought  it  was  making  a  move  in  tfke  tiglit 
direction." 

The  commodore  has  indeed  set  a  good  example,  and  much  good  will 
result  from  it  We  shall  give  the  particulars  of  the  next  meedngio  our 
December  number. 


THE  LIFE  BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

THis.meritonous  institution  desenres  the  attention  of  every  indWidualf 
whether  seamen  or  not;  its  claims  on  the  whole  community  rests  on  a 
noble  foundation — HumanUy!  That  word  alone  conveys  a  feeling 
whioh  should  be  engrafted  in  every  human  heart:  from  the  monarch  on 
his  thrane  to  the  poorest  subject,  irrespective  of  religion  or  eonntiy,  the 
shipwrecked  mariner  claims  sympathy  and  relief;  and  the  beggar  will 
share  his  last  crust  with  him;  blessing  his  Creator  that  even  he  in  his 
poverty  has  humanity  in  his  heart,  and  been  instrumental  in  suocooiing 
a  UDom  crMture. 

When  we  read*of  the  hold  daring  of  our  fieaehmen  and  Coast  Guaidi 
fiNvlessly  perilling  their  lives  to  save  the  drowning  mariner,  who  can 
liesitate  to*  give  his  aid  to  the  Committee  of  this  InstitutiDn,  that  it 
XB/ky  be  in  s  position  to  add  tenfold  to  the  numerous  boats  and  sppU* 
ances  which  are  constructed  for  the  preservation  of  life. 

Some  short  time  back  a  proposition  ^as  made  to  the  Boyal  Tha  s 
YeshtClub  to  mise  a  si^&oient  sum  to  purchase  a  li&  boat,  to  be  j  - 
sented  to  the  Institution,  and  we  oongratukte  the  elub  on  the  libera  f 
displayed  by  its  members  in  raising  upwards  of  £160  towards  t  \ 
praiseworthy  object. 
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Allhaugk  miay  other  Yaeht  Ckibs  may  not  be  in  a  pontioa  to  follow 
that  example,  yet  all  oan  aid  this  noble  oharitj  by  opening  a  subecriptioa 
li^;  and  although  eome  persons  may  give  their  pounds,  let  not  a  false 
delicacy  deter  others  (whose  circnmstances  are  not  so  flonrishing)  from 
adding  tlieir  shillings, — the  latter  sum  in  such  a  meritorious  cause  will 
be  equally  acceptable,  and  the  charitable  feeling  appreciated. 

In  a  letter  which  appeared  in  a  contemporary  a  short  time  since,  the 
writer  proposed  that  each  yacht  owner  should  give  to  the  Institution 
sixpence  per  ton  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  of  his  vessel.  This  is  a  very 
good  idea,  and  the  writer  being  a  yachtsmaxL  we  should  suggest  to  him 
that  the  better  way  to  arrive  at  his  praiseworthy  object  will  be  to  pro- 
pose it  to  his  club:  if  it  is  approved,  and  put  into  operation  even  by  one 
club,  the  others  will  join  in  the  cause. 

In  addition  to  the  above  much  good  may  result  if  the  members  of 
yacht  clubs  solicit  their  friends  and  connexions  to  subscribe;  by  this 
means  a  large  sum  may  be  collected,  and  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
such  a  source  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Even  penny  subscriptions 
have,  'ere  now,  produced  immense  sums  when  adopted  by  the  public, 
and  this  being  a  maritime  nation,  there  is  scarcely  a  family  that  has  not 
some  friend  or  relative  connected  with  the  '^  mighty  deep,'*  an  appeal 
should  be  made  by  this  mean%  thus  giTing  all  dassee  an  opportunity  to 
Gonferibute  to  the  well-doing  of  one  of  tJbe  most  usaful  Institutions  in  the 
world. 

Now,  yachtsmen,  there  are  varioas  methods  pointed  out,  adopt  one,  if 
not  all,  and  do  not  allow  this  Institution  to  ask  in  vain  for  your  support: 
remember,  with  your  frail  barques  you  may  need  the  assistance  of  the 
life  boat,  then  in  the  hour  of  tribulation,  the  thought  that  you  had  con- 
tributed to  the  fund  to  reward  the  brave  men  who  peril  their  livea  to  . 
save  yours  will  be  a  great  consolation. 

The  JU.  T.  Y,  C.  Life  Boat-—'*  On  Saturday,  the  18th  ult ,  her  trial  too  ' 
place  in  the  canal  near  Limebouse.  Mr.  James  Peake,  the  designer  of  the 
boat;  Mr.  8.  Forrest,  builder  of  the  boat;  Mr.  Grant,  Secretary  of  the 
li.T.T.  Club;  Mr.  Dixon ;  Mr.  Lewis,  secretary  totheRo^fal  National  Life- 
boat Institution,  and  many  other  gentlemen  were  present.  The  boat  haring 
been  turned  over  by  means  of  some  tackling  attached  to  a  crane,  righted 
berself  in  a  few  seconds;  and  when  full  of  water  relieved  herself  of  the  same 
in  less  than  30  seconds.  Th^e  extraordinary  qualities  of  the  boat  seemed 
to  excite  the  surprise  and  admiration  of  every  one  present.  When  the  boat 
was  empty  the  water  was  five  inches  helow  the  deck.  So  great  was  the 
atability  of  the  boat  that  it  required  twenty-four  men  to  bring  her  gonwale 
to  the  waters'  edge,  thus  showing  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  capllae 
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her  in  a  heavy  lea;  yet  if  8«eh  an  event  ahoold  hy  poMtblKty  take  piaoe« 
she  will,  as  before  sUted  immediately  recover  herwlf.  With  the  ▼■!▼€•  of 
the  relieving  tubes  open,  it  required  nineteen  men  to  bring  her  sides  to  the 
waters'  edge.  When  forty  men  were  in  the  boat  there  was  only  3  inches  of 
water  on  decL  In  the  opinion  of  all  present  nothing  could  have  been  more 
satisfactory  than  the  result  of  this  trial,  which  reflected  the  highest  credit 
on  Mr.  Peake  the  designer,  and  her  skilful  builders.  She  is  to  be  sutioaed 
at  Deal,  and  the  Royal  Thames  Tachf  Club  intend  presenting  her  to  the 
Nadonal  Life-boat  Institution. 


A  Mwnfieent  B&qttest.-^The  late  Hamilton  Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  has  left  a  legacy 
of  £10,000  to  the  R.  yal  National  Life-boat  Institution.  This  act  will 
enable  the  Society  to  extend  its  area  of  action,  which  the  deceased  philan- 
thropist knew  was  circumscribed.  During  his  life  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  a 
liberal  subscriber,  and  this  last  act  will  prove  his  zeal  in  the  cause. 


REGATTAS,  AND  SAILING  MATCHES. 

The  following  notices  being  omitted  during  the  racing  season  we  have  con- 
densed them  now  to  complete  our  record  for  1856.  The  first  on  the  h'st  is 
The  Taobt  Club  Rotal  BsLas. — This  Club  is  under  the  patronsge  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty  King  Leopold,  and  one  of  his  sons  (the  Compte  de  Flindre) 
is  the  Commodore.  The  regatta  has  become  one  of  the  national  pastimea 
of  the  country,  and  is  graced  by  the  presence  of  His  Mcgesty,  and  the  Royal 
Family,  who  are  so  beloved  by  the  people  that  they  are  hailed  with  enthu- 
siasm whenever  they  appear.  Happy  is  the  monarah  who  requires  no  other 
guards  than  the  love  and  loyalty  of  his  subjects.  On  this  occasion  His 
Majesty  not  only  attended  to  witness  the  sports,  but  honoured  the  Club  by 
partaking  of  a  magnificent  banquet  given  by  the  Members  at  the  theatre  • 
and  after  his  health  had  been  enthusiastically  drank,  expressed  the  pleasure 
he  felt  in  supporting  aquatic  amusements,  believing  as  he  did  that  they  were 
conducive  to  the  welfhre  of  the  country. 

Several  exceeding  rich  prizes  were  offered  for  competition,  bat  owing  to 
the  weather,  which  had  been  very  fickle,  only  three  or  four  yachts  were  ab&e 
to  attend ;  and  the  only  match  for  that  class  was  for  a  prize  given  by  the 
Duke  de  Brabant  for  which  the  following  started  :— 

Nmnbered  a$  in  Htmf s  Univertal  Yachi  LUtJbr  1856. 


No. 


1087 

saa 

5 


Big. 


Violet ..... 
Rifieman.. 


B.Britai 


cutter 
cntter 
cutter 


Ton  . 


10 
10 
10 


J.  R.  Kirhy,  Esq. 
P*  Bennett^  Esq. 
B.  Jaoquet,  Esq. 
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This  was  won  by  the  Violet  after  a  contest  of  6  hours  46  minutes ;  the 
Britannia  being  second. 

Many  rowina;  matches  were  contested,  and  had  a  good  fleet  of  yachts  been 
present  the  regatta  of  1856  would  have  surpassed  all  former  yeafs.  Let  us 
hope  the  weather  next  year  will  allow  more  of  our  yachtsmen  to  share  the 
welcome  that  ever  awaits  them,  even  from  royalty. 


Qlahdokb  Regatta.-— The  sports  at  this  place  extended  over  three  days, 
viz  :•— September  3nL  4th.  and  5th,  and  brought  together  a  good  flotilla  of 
the  Pleasure  Navy.  The  weather  was  stormy ;  and  on  the  flrst  day  a  private 
match,  and  a  boat  race  only  came  off;  on  the  second  day  the  gale  had  so 
increased  that  the  aquatic  sports  were  abandoned :  but  on  the  third  day 
towards  noon  the  wind  having  partially  decreased  the  following  yachts  ap- 
peared at  the  station  to  start  for  a  splendid  Silrer  Cup.  Time  race.  Ackers* 
•cale. 

Nnmbered  at  m  Hunes  UnwenoU  Yacht  Liit/ar  1856. 


Ho, 

TMhts*NamM. 

BI«. 

Tod. 

Ownon. 

10SI8 

emitter 
cutter 
oatter 

SO 
27 
18 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
W.H.O'Bryen.Bsq. 
W.  H.  Hall,  Esq. 

41 

Flirt. 

At  3h.  15m.  these  yachts  started,  and  presented  a  most  interesting  object 
to  the  eyes  of  thousands.  Indeed,  this  race  was  one  of  singular  beauty  and 
interest,  from  the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  and  the  tremendous 
■ea  that  rolled  into  Rossbay  before  a  stiff  south-east  gale  and  a  thick  mist. 
The  little  Flirt  presented  her  graceful  proportions  in  a  very  attractive  light, 
from  the  very  superior  manner  in  which  she  appeared  to  be  worked.  Before 
reaching  the  turning  point  at  the  Dulig  Rock  each  yacht  took  the  lead  in 
succession,  but  the  Antelope  was  the  first  to  round  the  rock.  She,  however, 
was  soon  overhauled  by  the  Vigilant,  and  subsequently  by  the  little  Flirty 
and  in  that  order  they  proceeded,  making  every  effort  for  the  prize,  in  the 
midst  of  a  sea  calculated  to  deter  most  yachtsmen  from  weighing  anchor. 
After  a  contest  equally  creditable  to  all,  they  rounded  the  flag-boat  in  the 
following  manner : — 

h.    m.    8.  I  a.    m.    8. 

Vigilant 5    46    30    Antelope 5    52    0 

Mrt 5    49      0  I 

The  little  Flirt  gaioiog  the  prize  according  to  the  time  allowed  for  differ- 
ence of  tonnage.  The  Flirt  and  the  Antelope  are  Cork-harbour  built  yachts 
having  come  out  of  Mr.  Wheeler's  docks,  the  Vigilant  is  flrom  the  yard  of 
JMessrs  Wanhill  of  Poole. 

The  growing  interest  attached  to  Glandore  Regattas  must  draw  public 
attention  to  that  locality,  as  one  of  the  most  attractive  to  be  found  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Ireland,  and  to  which  nothing  is  wanting  but  suflicient 
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•ccomtnodfttion  to  make  it  a  most  ap«eabk  and  ultimately  a  ftabiooalile 
wateriog  place.  The  country  people  aswmbled  in  great  numbers,  and  were 
remarkable  for  their  orderly  conduct  and  deeent  appearance,  contrastiDg 
agreeably  vith  the  appearance  this  locality  presented  a  few  years  since. 


MATCH  IN  DUBLIN  BAY. 
This  noble  bay  was  the  scene  of  a  pretty  sailing  match  on  the  18th  Sept., 
between  eight  yachts  belonging  to  members  of  the  Irish  Clubsiand.  much 
sport  was  afforded  as  will  be  found  detailed  below.    The  match  waa  for  ft 
Sweepstakes  of  One  Sovereign  each,  for  which  the  following  entered: 
JVumhered  ob  tn  Hunts  Otdvenal  Yacht  fot  1866. 


No. 

Tachta*  Nun«8. 

»i«. 

Ton. 

OwQon. 

79 

Banba 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

20 
9 

13 
9 

10 
5 

12 

10 

W.J.  Doherty.Esq, 

Sybil 

T.  W.  Hodgans.  Esq. 

Snray 

J  Todhunter,  Esq. 

Sirocco  -. k 

R.  BarkUe,  Esq. 

456 

Gipsy 

E.  P.  Clarke,  Esq. 

960 

TorroeDt 

Jos.  Todhunter,  Esq. 

1038 

Virago 

Captain  J.  S.  Byrne 

715 

Nautilus 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq. 

About  one  o'clock  they  were  moored  in  line  across  the  harbour  of  Kioga- 
town,  from  west  to  east,  under  the  management  of  Captain  O'Donnell,  M.F., 
Commodore  for  the  day.  At  2h.  4jm.,  the  starting  gun  was  fired  from  the 
Hoyal  Irish  Yacht  Club  riouse  Battery,  and  with  a  light  breeze  at  N.N.W., 
the  little  fleet  got  awuy  in  beautiful  style.  The  Bauba  took  the  lead,  and 
was  declared  nnmistakeably  to  win  from  the  first ;  she  waa  closely  followed 
by  the  Sirocco,  Virago,  and  Torment,  with  the  Nautilus,  Sibyl,  Spray  and 
Gipsy  in  the  order  of  their  names  nearly  beam  and  beam.  The  couise  waa 
from  Kingstown  harbour,  round  the  buoys  of  the  Burfordbank,  thence  round 
the  Sooth  buoy  of  Dublin  Bar,  and  to  a  fln^j-boat  moored  off  the  harbour's 
iiiOfith,  back  round  the  South  buoy  to  the  Bar  again,  leaving  all  on  the  port 
bandj  and  the  winning  boat  in  the  hai-bour  betwccu  H.M.d.  Forth  and  the 
sloop  Wolf. 

It  was  a  beam  wind  upon  the  run  out  to  the  Burford  J  Hank,  the  wind 
drawing  more  to  the  northward  in  the  bay.  The  Banba  still  increased  her 
lead,  the  Sirocco,  Virago,  and  Nautilus  taking  up  the  running  inil^order. 
On  reaching  the  southern  buoy  of  the  Burford,  the  Banba  hauled  by  the  wind 
on  the  port  tack  to  beat  up  for  the  north  buoy,  followed  by  the  Siroeco, 
Virago,  Nautilus,  and  Torment.  The  Spray  on  reaching  the  buoy  ^  nc 
about,  and  hauled  her  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  working  along  the  <  ge 
of  the  bank;  she  was  followed  by  lh«  Sibyl  and  Gipsy,  and  afier  a  short  i  la 
by  the  Sirocco  and  Torment.  Iq  the  beat  to  windward  the  Sibyl  diapla  ed 
ftrnt-rate  sailing,  going  to  windward  like  a  little  witch,  uud  a  clutx^  nu  ch 
took  place  between  her  and  Spray  and  Oipsy  for  the  honour  of  weathei  og 
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the  oQttk  buoy  aodlaking'twoqa  plaecf*    Tbe  Sibyl*  howler  woald  not  b4 
UeDiedf  and  weathered  oo  tbe  Gipty  and  Spray. 
Tb^  noith  buoy  wab  rowded  thus:-^ 


Banba . 

8yWl 

h.    m.    s. 

^  4    49      0 

..    .  .            4     52     lu 

Siroccp 

Torment 

Virago 

NantiliiB 

b.    m.   s, 

4     53     25 

4     54       0 

GiPV 

sp»»y 

4     63     25 

4     SS    25 

4     56    «0 

not  timed. 

Tbe  vesselB  now  got  tbe  wind  somewhat  firee,  Spray  ran  past  tbe  Gipsy, 
and  raced  tbe  Sib]fl  beam  and  b^am,  all  tbe  vessels  drawing  slightly  on  tbe 
Baiiba.  As  they  neared  the  bar  buoy  tho  wind  drew  more  •  from  tbe  west- 
ward down  tbe  river,  and  brought  tbem  on  a  bow  line  again.  The  Banba 
still  held  her  lead,  and  steadily  increased  it.  Tbe  Sibyl  went  again  into 
second  place,  Spray  third,  Gipsy  fourth,  with  Sirocco,  Torment  and  Virago 
well  up,  and  the  Nautilus  a  short  distaucc  behind  carrying  a  press  of  canvas. 
In  this  oi*der  they  bore  away  for  the  flag  boat  off  the  piers,  the  Spray,  Gipsy 
and  SiroccQ  setting  square  sails  (there  being  no  restriction  as  to  tbe  number 
of  sails.)  After  a  short  time  the  Sirocco  overhauled  the  Gipsy  and  went  into 
fourth  place  in  excellent  style,  and  a  well  sailed  match  was  concluded  at 
H.M.S.  Forth,  in  the  following  order: — 


h. 

Baaba 6 

Sybil 6 

Spray.  ., 6 

Sirocco 6 


m. 

8. 

20 

80 

31 

0 

33 

30 

85 

45 

h.  m.  s. 

Qipsy.. 6  40  0 

Torment 6  43  0 

Virago 6  48  0 

Nautilus 6  49  30 


It  was  stated  that  the  Nautilus  had  not  gone  the  round,  however,  sh^ 
passed  the  flag-ship  at  the  above  hour,  with  her  racing  flag  flying.  The 
Kanba  was  hailed  the  winner  with  much  enthusiasm,  her  owner  is  a  favorite 
with  allj  yachtsmen  and  deservedly,  having  the  interests  of  yachting  tho- 
roughly at  heart. 

LONDON  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

A  match  took  place  on  the  9tb  of  September  among  the  vessels  of  this 
Club,  which  should  have  been  from  East  GrMuwicb  to  Grav^eod  and  bai^k* 
a  distance  which  waa  shortened  owing  to  there  being  no  wind,  on  which  oo« 
casion  tbe  Eugenie  came  in  tbe  winner,  tbe  Kate  being  second,  tb^  W«t^ 
Kelpie  and  the  other  boats  missing  tbe  distance  buoy.  At  tbe  tiipe  it  ^wns 
declared  that  the  Eugenie  had  won,  although  cen airly  something  was  said 
about  tbe  boats  departing  from  tbe  rules*  Id  a  few  days  afterwards  Mr,  H»fn 
owner  of  the  Water  Kelpie,  not  feeling  satisfied  with  his  defeat  made  a  match 
with  Mr.  Sweeting,  owner  of  the  Eugenie  which  was  accordingly  sailed:  fit 
this  time  our  readers  will  remember  it  was  very  stormy  weather,  this  favoured 
the  Water  Elelpie,  who  won  it  easily,  the  Eugetiie  being  obliged  to  give  in 
ill  consequence  of  being  nearly  full  of  water. 

A  week  afler  this  it  was  announced  that  tbe  three  boats  mu»t  again  oonjh 
pete  and  the  14th  of  October  was  the  day  flxed  on.  On  this  occasion  the 
Vice 'Commodore,  Mr.  Williams,  was  ofliver  for  the  da\  in  the  ubsence  of  Mr. 
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EUhan  the  Commodore,  be  aeoompenied  Che  mBtdi2iii;hb  jacht,  TrvnXkr^ 
a  few  other  yachts  being  oat  Hub  day  as  oq  the  fmoer  was  very  beautiibi, 
bat  there  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind  sCfaring,  and  consequently  there  was 
no  interest  in  the  match. 

The  foUomng  were  fband  at  their  stations  off  the  Sea  Witch  at  ten  m-m. 
▼is: — 


•Tadiffe  NamM. 

Wf. 

To«. 

OWMIt. 

Wa^fT  Kelpie 

cotter 
cutter 

4 
4 

J.  Ham,  Esq. 

AlU^^IU6»a«»*»»«»»»*  >•••••••••••  •••••«•• 

Sp.8weeCfaig,fisq. 

The  race  was  for  a  Silver  Cup,  the  distance  as  before,  but  owing  to  there 
being  no  wind  it  was  shortened  to  the  Powder  Magazine  at  Rainham,  and 
back  to  Sea  Witch.  At  lOh.  19m.  IDs.  the  boaU  being  ready,  they  started 
together,  soon  after  the  Water  Kelpie  gradoally  left  her  opponent.  There 
being  no  wind  it  was  consequently  a  drifting  match  with  the  tide  to  Raiaham 
Ferry.    No  alteration  taking  place  they  arrived  at  Rainham  in  this  manner : 

h.    m.    s.  I  h«    m«    a* 

Water  Kelpie. 1    34    15  |  Eugenie M    50    S5 

Shortly  after  rounding  a  slight  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  east  which  aeot 

the  Water  Kelpie  further  ahead.    This  puff  however  only  lasted  fer  a  mimitei, 

ftr  in  the  next  half  hour  the  wind  had  chopped  all  round  the  compass,  and 

continued  so  during  the  remainder  of  the  match,  which  finished  as  ftllowa.— 

h.    m.    s.   I  b.   m.    Bb 

Water  Kelpie. 3    57    SO  I  Eugenie..... 4   M    SO 

The  Water  Kelpie  thus  being  the  winner. 

ROYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB. 
At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  this  club,  the  worthy  Commodore,  J.  Good- 
son,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  and  the  new  Rear-Commodore,  J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq.,  In 
the  vice- chair. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  Commodore  rose  to  express  the  happmett 
he  felt  at  again  being  amongst  them,  and  in  a  speech  replete  with  gentle- 
manly feeling,  said  nothing  but  his  fears  that  he  should  no  longer  be  able  to 
apply  the  adequate  amount  of  time  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  hl^d  induced 
him  to  resign.  The  high  and  flattering  compliment  paid  him  by  the  clab, 
in  soliciting  him  to  continue  in  office,  coupelled  with  the  appointment  of  Ifr. 
Kirby,  as  Rear-Commodore,  had  induced  him,  with  great  pleasure,  to  consent 
to  their  wishes,  and  he  had  much  gratification  in  resuming  office,  aa  hemt 
that,  with  the  accession  of  their  new  Rear-Commodore,  a  bright  and  proene- 
rous  ftiture  lay  before  them. 

Mr.  Kirby  returned  thanks  for  the  honour  confened  upon  him  by  b 
recent  appointment.  He  felt  the  fiattering  compliment  which  had  been  ^  d 
him,  and  would  endeavour  to  show  by  his  zeal  and  regard  for  the  interest'  xf 
the  club  how  highly  he  estimated  the  distinction  he  enjoyed. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Club  will  take  place  at  Willii;*s  Rooms,  k  ig 
Street,  on  Wednesday  November  26th. 
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C»RIM8BY  REGATTA 

Orimsbp,  OcL  6tA,  1856. 
Sib. — My  attention  has  b^en  called  to  the  report  of  the  Great  Grimsby 
Regatta  in  your  number  for  September,  wherein  are  certain  mis-statements 
calculated  to  mar  the  prospect  of  fhture  Regattas  on  the  Humber. 

In  the  entries  for  the  first  prize,  which  was  valued  at  iS80  (and  not  £90 
as  stated  in  your  report).  The  Amason  was  not  included,  neither  was  aqy 
notice  sent  of  the  owner's  intention  to  enter  her  up  to  the  time  fixed  for 
closing  the  entry  list.  The  owner  was  aware  from  the  programme  that  was 
sent  to  him  that  the  Committee  had  printed  and  circulated  the  following 
regulation : — 

'*  The  Committee  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  barring  the  entry  of  any 
Tacht  winning  on  the  Humber  daring  the  Season  (in  order  to  secure  a  more 
eligible  contest),  or  of  making  such  alterations  in  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of 
the  Matches  as  from  the  state  of  the  weather,  or  other  causes,  they  may  think 
desirable.*' 

In  the  ftce  of  such  a  regulation  how  was  it  possible  that  the  Committee 
could  break  iaith  at  the  eleventh  hour  with  those  yachts  that  had  entered 
upon  the  conditions  stated. 

Even  at  the  Hull  Regatta  the  month  previous,  there  would  have  been  no 
prize  for  the  Amazon,  had  not  the  Vice-commodore  of  the  Royal  Yorkshire 
Tacht  Club  entered  his  own  yacht  to  make  op  the  number,  and  thus  enable 
the  Amazon  to  take  the  Cup.  The  compliment  was  due  on  her  first  visit  to 
the  Humber,  she  having  entered  and  come  some  distance  expressly  to  sail  at 
the  Hull  Regatta ;  but  at  Grimsby  the  case  was  very  different,  and  had  the 
Committee  broken  through  the  regulations  and  allowed  the  Amazon  to  enter 
there  would  have  been  no  regatta. 

If  gentlemen  will  sail  their  yachts  along  the  coast  expressly  to  win  Cups, 
that  are  not  wreathed  with  laurele,  they  must  expect  Committees  to  provide 
such  regulations  as  will  insure  a  ftir  contest  and  good  sport,  which  would 
not  have  been  the  case  had  the  Amazon  been  allowed  to  enter. 

Enclosed  I  forward  you  a  programme  with  the  regulation  alluded  to,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  the  Committee  kept  fidth  with  the  yachtsmen  of 
England. 

Yours,  faithfully, 
To  (he  Editor  H.  7.M.  Edwd.  Banmistsb,  Hon.  See. 

Want  of  Btiqubttb  in  Sailors. 

October  20ih  1856. 
Sir. — We  have  books  on  Ball  room  etiquette,  &c.,  I  have  just  returned 
from  a  cruise  in  a  firiends  yacht,  and  was  struck  at  the  want  of  knowledge 
displayed  generally  on  the  what  should  be  done,  and  what  should  not  be 
done  on  certain  occasions.  Would  it  not  be  well  in  your  next  years  **  List'* 
to  have  a  Chapter  on  Yachting  Etiquette.  The  Captains  might  get  a  hint 
to  attend  the  gangway  when  the  owner  comes  on  board,  not  in  their  shirt 
sleeves  as  some  do ;  and  visitors  be  told  it  is  polite  to  touch  their  hats  on 
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reaching  the  deck.  How  various  are  the  modeaof  flag  Baluting ;  what  flags 
to  hoist  in  friendly  foreign  ports  when  you  would  pay  a  coBipliinent.  When 
the  morning  or  evening  guo  is  to  be  fired,  and  by  whom,  if  more  yachts  than 
one  be  in  port. 

Yours,  &c.. 
To  the  Editor  H.  Y.M.  D. 


Thambs  v.  Essex  Yachtsitbn. 

London,  Oct.  20ih,  1856, 

Brar  Hunt. — How  is  it  that  our  Essex  yachtsmen  are  so  afraid  of  us  on 
tlie  Thames?  Is  it  because,  when  they  come  up  to  sail  in  our  matches  we 
so  often  lick  them,  or  from  more  mercenary  motives?  We  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Club,  threw  prizes  to  them,  and  to  all  the  world  with  a  liberal  hand, 
whereas  they,  afraid  to  reciprocate,  confine  their  matches  to  their  own  aqua- 
tic productions  ;  some  of  them  good,  but  many  very  shaky  and  slow.  I  see 
by  your  pages  for  the  first  time  a  regatta  at  Mistley,  and  another  at  WaJtoa 
on  another  day.  both  entirely  hole  and  corner  exhibitions.  About  two  years 
ago  a  match  vas  held  at  Woodbridge  also,  which  was  only  discovered  by 
chance,  and  one  of  our  river  boats  went  down,  and  walked  off  with  the  prise. 

Now,  1  should  exceedingly  like  to  know  why,  if  we  allow  the  Essex  fiilks 
to  send  their  craft  here  to  be  beaten,  they  should  not  go  to  the  expense  of 
half-a-crown  for  an  advertisement  in  your  Magazine,  or  Bell's  Life?  In  order 
that  the  regatta  be  known,  and  themselves  again  thrashed  in    their  owo 
waters. 

I  remain,  &c., 

To  the  Editor  of  H.  Y,M.  A  Thambs  YACHTSMAa. 


NAVIGATION  EXTRAORDINARY. 

An  aquatic  feat  of  a  novel  character  was  performed  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  ]st. 
by  two  gentlemen.     Mr.  C.  F.  Chubb,  Secretary  of  the  P.W.Y.C,  London^ 
and  Mr.  S.  F.  Edwards,  of  Malmesbury,  started  in  a  small  punt,  10  feet  in 
length,  by  about  3  feet  beam,  to  test  the  practicability  of  navigating  the 
Avon,  which  runs  from  .Malmesbury  to  Chippenham.  Starting  from  Winyard^s 
Mill  about  10b.  a.m.  provided  with  two  pairs  of  oars,  three  small  laotema, 
and  a  pole,  they  soon  reached  the  first  obstruction :— viz.  the  hatches  of 
Cowbridge   Mill.    From  Winyards  Mill  to  Cowbridge  is  about  a  mile  bj 
water,  and  this  distance  was  performed  in  twenty  minutes.     To  drag  the 
boat  out  of  the  water  across  the  meadow  and  into  the  mill  pond  was  th^^ 
work  of  about  ten  minutes,  and  then  on  again  towards  Kingsmead.  *  1 
recent  heavy  rains  h  id  much  swollen  the  river,  and,  though  it  renden 
shallows  easier  of  navigation,  yet  it  produced  a  greater  rapidity  of  currei 
which  obliged  these  aquatic  adventurers  to   keep  their  weather  eyes  ope 
The  first  bridge  to  pass  under  was  Cowbridge.   where  the  arch  is  very  na 
row,  and  the  stream  very  rapid  underneath.     Ducking   their  heads  the  pu 
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ahot  through  it  like  a  canoe,  and  the  transltibn  from  Cbwhridge  to  the  deep 
water  near  ELingsraead,  down  the  numerous  rapid*,  was  one  teries  of  whisking 
slides*  The  **  roaring  hatches"  afforded  a  peculiar  opportunity  of  testing 
the  pleasares  of  cataract  sailing.  The  fall  here  is  considerahle,  and  accord- 
ingly rapid,  the  water  flowing  at  the  rate  of  10  miles  an  honr  at  the  least. 
Keeping  the  punt's  head  to  the  centre  of  the  arch,  and  suddenly  shipping 
the  oars,  onward  rashed  the  "  wee  barkie,**  and  like  a  thing  of  life  shot 
through  the  pass,  and,  as  it  met  the  troubled  waters  below,  dashed  aside  the 
fbam  in  ringlets  of  playful  spray,  and  rose  again  in  the  smoother  water  of  the 
pool  below,  no  doubt  astonishing  the  finny  habitants  of  the  tarbid  ripplei. 
At  12  o'clock  Eingsmead  was  reached. 

Here  another  formidable  '*  roaring  hatch**  with  rolling  sound,  warned  the 
rowers  not  to  approach  too  near  the  Charybdis,  and  the  work  of  translation 
again  commenced.  The  aid  of  a  friendly  miller  and  bit  men  soon  launched 
the  boat  into  the  great  *'  pill,'*  where  a  few  days  before  we  saw  a  well-known 
piscatorial  clergyman  catch  a  jack  with  a  worm,  '*a  unusual  bait",  but 
proving  too  gteat  a  '*  piU**  to  be  swallowed  with  impunity.  On,  on  again 
orei  the  ripples,  through  the  eddies,  skimming  some  smoother  bay  of  its 
congregated  fbam  or  river  mecrchaum*.  bending  the  tall  reeds,  and  bidding 
the  bullrusb  make  its  nod  of  obeysance,  but  still  rushing,  whirling,  dashing, 
onwards  down  the  stream  (suggesting  to  contemplatiTe  ininds  the  prototype 
of  human  existence)  sped  the  boat.  From  Kingsmead  to  the  dam  across 
the  river  aborve  Somerford  was  done  in  an  hoar.  Here  the  onrrent  beiog 
very  rapid,  and  the  hatches  only  just  sufficient  to  admit  the  boat,  and  more* 
over  being  constructed  of  iron,  dangerous  to  come  in  contact  with,  the  boat 
was  allowed  to  slip  through,  stern  first,  guided  by  a  rope  and  pole. 

Somerford  bridge  was  nest  passed,  and  on  to  Dauntsey.  Nothing  unusual 
occurred  till  Dauntsey  Pill  was  reached  at  2  o'clock.  Here  formerly  stood 
a  mill  belonging  to  the  Abbots  of  Malmsbury,  long  since  destroyed  by  fire. 
Hatches  again  stopped  the  evt:n  tenor  of  the  way,  and  the  boat  was  again 
drawn  out  of  the  water  and  launched  in  the  mill  pond  below ;  then  on  again 
towards  Dauntsey.  Dauntsey  House  soon  burst  forth  to  the  view;  a  very 
fine  specimen  of  an  English  gentleman's  country  house,  and  erst  the  seat  cff 
the  Peterborough  family,  whose  arms  were  noticed  cut  iu  stone  upon  the 
chnrch  tower.  On  nearing  Dauntsey,  a  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  arti<* 
ficial  waterfall  known  to  exist  before  this  baronial  mansion,  and  there  was 
expected  to  be  a  fell  of  several  feet,  it  was  suggested  to  ''  ease  her,  stop  her, 
and  turn  her  astern,"  over  this  obstacle ;  but  as  the  only  danger  appeared 
to  be  a  good  ducking,  it  was  determined  to  risk  it.  On  reaching  the  cata- 
ract, for  a  moment  its  appearance  gave  our  fi'iends  *'  a  turn"  but  boldly 
looking  danger  in  the  fiice,  and  keeping  her  head  to  it,  a  firm  graap  of  the 
rodder  line%  and  leaning  back,  she  dashed  over  the  fiiU  like  a  flash  of  light- 
ninil^  her  bow  for  a  second  **  stooped  to  kiss  the  foaming  b91ow"  below,  then 
raising  her  head,  and  shaking  the  rude  spray  from  her  sides,  away  she  went 
down  the  rapids,  under  the  bridge,  and  over  the  fidl  at  the  rectory,  of  the 
Rev.  G.  A.  IHerdermann  in  a  few  seconds. 
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Hen  our  ftiendt  drew  breath,  and  ibrtmiatdy  ibr  the  first  time  saw  any- 
thing other  hooiaii  or  diTine.  In  this  case  it  was  both,  for  it  was  the  worth/ 
rector  himself^  who  administered  to  them  a  foaming  tankard  of  home- 
brewed to  cheer  them  on  their  way.  Next  stage  on  the  aquatic  journey  was 
Seagry  l&ill,  which  was  not  reached  till  half-past  four.  The  river  between 
Danntsey  and  Seagry  Mill  is  very  deep,  and  there  was  a  strong  head  wind 
against  the  boat,  which  made  this  the  most  laborious  piece  of  rowing,  The 
scenery  between  these  places  is  very  beautiftd.  Clack  Abbey  stands  out  in 
bold  relief,  and  the  immense  woods  that  (Knge  the  horizon  for  miles  around 
with  the  approaching  tint  of  autumn,  fh>wned  down  on  the  meadow  and 
stream  like  the  beetling  eyebrows  of  some  hoary  Giaour.  Arrinng  at  Seagry 
Mill  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  Godwin  was  extended  to  our  water  sprites  in  the 
welcome  form  of  a  steaming  glass  of  grog,  the  universal  panacea  of  John 
Bull  for!'*  keeping  out  the  cold." 

Again  the  work  of  hauling  out  and  relaunching  took  place,  and  on  to 
Christian  Malford,  where  are  the  ruins  of  a  large  and  once  flourishing  cloth 
mill.  Its  ponderous  water-wheels  tumbling  into  decay,  and  the  busy  rattle 
of  the  spindle,  the  '*  voice  of  men,  the  hum  of  girls,  alas,  no  longer  heard." 
A  dire  desolation  reigns  supreme.  Here  another  necessity  arose  to  haul  the 
boat  out  of  the  river,  and  to  launch  her  in  the  mill  pond  below,  which  was 
the  work  of  a  fow  minutes,  as  the  assistance  of  the  men  about  was  cbeerfoUy 
rendered.  From  Christian  Malford,  which  was  reached  about  six,  to  Avoa 
Mill,  is  a  fine  piece  of  river  water,  with  a  very  slight  current.  Avon  MiU 
was  reached  about  seven,  and  by  this  time  the  evening  wss  drawing  to  a 
dose,  and  the  aquatics  began  to  despair  of  reaching  Chippenham  that  ni^fat. 
It  was  rather  a  difficult  task  to  haul  the  boat  out  of  the  water  here,  owing 
to  the  bank  being  very  steep ;  and  here  occurred  the  first  instance  of  indvility 
ftom  a  labourer,  who,  walking  past  with  hif  hands  in  his  pockets  refosed  to 
kod  a  hand  to  draw  the  boat  oat  of  the  water,  expressing  his  unwilfingaesa 
by  a  hoggish  growl.  Assistance,  however,  was  at  hand,  and  to  their  honour 
and  the  shame  of  the  ill-begotten  yokel,  two  women  came  out  fl^m  the  mill 
house,  and  seising  the  rope  with  ^  a  will  O!  a  long  pull,  a  strong  pull,  and  a 
pull  altogether,'*  soon  placed  the  fitiil  bark  again  on  the  turbulent  bosom  d 
the  raging  pill  below.  By  this  time  it  was  pitch  dark,  and  the  river  could 
not  be  seen  at  twenty  yards  distance.  A  lantern  was  tied  on  to  a  rowlo^ 
on  each  side  of  the  boat,  and  one  on  the  stem,  and  thus  illuminated,  the 
crew  once  again  entrusted  themselves  to  the  dark  waters  of  the  Avon. 

The  most  dangerous  part  of  the  journey  was  soon  apparent ;  the  windlnga 
of  the  river  prevented  fast  rowing,  and  they  were  obliged  to  §eA  their  way, 
every  now  and  then  dropping  a  piece  of  weed  into  the  water  to  see  that  t' 
were  going  with  the  stream.  At  one  place  the  passage  was  quite  stopi 
by  trees  fiUlen  across  on  either  side,  and  the  oars  had  to  be  shipped,  and  i 
boat  pushed  bodily  through  the  branches.  Another  obstacle  occurred 
Avon  Farm,  which  bid  Mr  to  be  a  "  stopper."  The  wooden  bridge  acrr 
the  stream,  from  the  swollen  state  of  the  river,  afforded  no  room  under  i 
arch  but  for  the  bare  boat,  and  the  rowers  had  to  lay  down  in  the  bottc 
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and  with  their  himda  over  their  bodiee  push  her  mider.  This  wm  a  liekfiBh 
job,  but  accomplished  carefultj*  The  progress  was  dow  very  slaw,  and 
nniversal  darkness  spreading  over  the  water,  and  only  the  reflection  from' 
the  lanterns  just  enabling  the  banks  to  be  obserred.  At  about  eight  o'clock 
the  roaring  of  some  hatches  told  they  were  nearing  Kellaway's  Mill,  and 
keeping  the  boat  along  the  opposite  bank  to  the  fall,  they  soon  arrived  at  the 
mill  wheel,  and  landing,  dragged  the  boat  ashore;  finding  it  utterly  impos« 
aible  to  proceed  further  that  night  without  imminent  danger. 

Having  made  all  snug,  and  refreshed  themselves  with  a  jug  of  a}e  and  a 
crust  at  Mr.  Bethel's,  the  miller's,  the  aquatics  walked  to  Chippenham,  ai^d 
found  a  good  shake  down  at  the  King*  Head,  a  rather  desirable  finish  to  a 
day's  hard  work,  intending  next  morning  to  take  water  again  at  Kellawa/s,: 
and  to  go  on  to  Chippenham.  It  rained  however  continuously  all  the  next 
and  succeeding  days,  that  for  the  present  a  further  prosecution  of  the  trip 
was  prevented.  Had  the  weather  continued  fine,  we  are  assured  that  these 
gentlemen  would  have  reached  Bath  by  the  Friday  evening. 

The  distance  done,  taking  the  course  of  the  river,  is  computed  at  about 
17  or  18  miles. 


ASTRONOMICAL  EXPEDITION  TO  TENBRIFPE. 

The  subjoined  documents  have  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  AdmiralQrt 
for  the  information  of  the  pnUie  :— 

iCcpf)  Ya6ht  Titania,  off  Southampton,  Oct.  14, 1856.    ' 

I.  Mr  Lord. — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  my  return  from 
Teneriffe,  after  accomplishing  the  astronomical  expedition  to  that  place  in  ac-' 
cordance  with  the  sanction,  and  the  several  lists  of  suggestions  which  yon  were 
pleased  to  lend  me  in  April,  May,  and  June  last  A  large  mass  of  remarkable 
obserrations  had  been  thereby  procured,  and  the  whole  has  been  managed  with- 
out accident  or  trouble  of  any  material  character. 

2. — The  Spanish  authorities  in  Teneriffe  were  most  obliging  during  all  my 
stay,  offering  every  assistance  in  their  power,  and  any  of  the  Inhabitants  with 
whom  I  had  to  do,  whether  high  or  low,  were  greatly  interested  in  the  suceess 
of  the  observations,  and  expressed  their  earnest  wish  to  see  them  tried  again 
another  year  by  a  larger  expedition,  or  by  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
observatory. 

8.— This  kindly  feeling  is  but  a  reflex  of  that  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was 
80  abundantly  extended  towards  the  expedition  before  it  sailed,  by  the  friends 
of  science  in  England,  who,  while  appreciating  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
by  reason  of  the  extreme  novelty  of  the  undertaking,  were  yet  impressed  with 
the  important  results  to  science  that  must  more  or  less  follow  from  its  being 
boldly  and  efficiently  carried  through.'  Seconding  their  good  wishes  by  material 
services,  especially  by  the  loan  of  valuable  instruments,  they  have  enabled  me 
to  accomplish  far  more  than  could  otherwise  have  been  anticipated.  1  should 
therefore  at  once  mention  the  names  of  the  Astronomer-Boyal,  Mr.  Patttnson, 
HO.  11. — VOL.  V.  3d 
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(tf  HaireMtie,  ProliMBor  Sfeoket,  Mr.  GKunot,  Mr.  Haoajth,  Oaptein  Fftar^Tr 
Dr.  Lee,  and  Admiralf  Beechej,  Manners,  and  W.  R^  Smyth,  as  those  who  ha>i« 
been  greatly  iaatrumental  in  bringing  about  a  faToraUe  remit. 

4.— Bat  most  of  all  are  thanks  doe  to  Robert  Stephenson,  M.P.,  who,  in  his 
earnest  appreciation  of  the  grand  experiment  in  astronomy,  gaje  to  me  the 
entire  use  of  his  fine  yaeht,  the  Titania,  and  its  crew  of  16  men,  for  the  whole 
period  of  the  expedition.  Hence  I  was  enabled  to  lea^e  England  the  moment 
that  the  instruments  were  prepared;  to  make  important  obserrations  on  the 
way  out;  to  hare  our  apparatus  landed  at  Orotaya  in  place  of  Santa  Cruz  (the 
port  of  the  steamers,  but  at  an  impracticable  distance  from  the  Peak);  to  take 
picked  men  from  the  crew  to  serve  as  assistants  on  the  mountain;  and  to  ha^e 
through  the  agency  of  the  intelligent  and  scientific  captain  (Mr.  L.  CorkeX 
accurate  and  continued  meteorological  observations  made  at  tlie  level  of  the  sea 
during  all  the  time  of  my  residence  on  the  Peak. 

5. — In  concluding,  I  have  the  honour  to  subjoin  a  condensed  account  of  my 
proceedings,  and  to  state  the  reduction  of  the  observations  is  in  progreaa,  and^ 
with  further  particulars^  will  shortly  be  placed  at  their  Lordshipa'  diapoeaL 

I  have,  &C., 

C.  PiAZZi  Skttb, 

AUrmomer'Rojfol/cT  Seodamd. 

Aotea  of  Proceeding  during  the  Astronomical  Expedition  to  Teneriffe^ 

l.^From  the  date  of  the  sanctioning  of  the  expedition  by  their  Lordships  I 
was  closely  occupied  in  preparing  the  necessary  instruments,  signally  assisted 
in  some  of  the  more  difficult  parts  by  the  Astronomer  Royal,  until  the  ^MMh  of 
June,  when  I  embarked  on  board  the  yadht  Titania,  at  Southampton*  with 
about  70  cases  of  instruments  and  materials. 

2. — After  a  prosperous  voyage,  during  which  we  were  enabled  to  acooi&plish 
by  novel  mechanical  and  optical  contrivances, — viz.,  my  "  free  revolver  standi 
and  "  spontaneous  horizon  point" — two  important  desiderata  of  nautical  astro* 
nomy  noted  in  the  **  Admiralty  Manual  of  Scientific  Inquiry,*'  and  to  ascertain 
the  necessity  of  a  new  but  large  collection  for  marine  barometers,  we  cast 
anchor  in  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  July.  Landing 
immediately,  I  called  with  the  Onsul,  on  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  town, 
and  found  them  all  most  fkvourably  disposed  towards  the  undertaking.  The 
Captain-General  himself  was  absent  in  a  difierent  part  of  the  oounti7,  hat  oa 
hearing  of  my  arrival  he  most  courteously  sent  the  chief  of  his  Stat  Major  U> 
offer  his  compliments  and  services. 

3.~Fortunate  in  procuring  the  advice  and  agenqy  in  Santa  Cruz  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  an  eminent  merchant,  long  resident  in  the  island ;  and  in  Orotava 
of  Mr.  Goodall,  the  acting  vice-consul,  I  proceeded  on  the  10th  overland  to  the 
last-named  town,  the  real  port  of  the  Peak,  while  the  yacht  went  round  by  «ea 
to  the  same  place,  and  landed  all  the  packages,  as  well  as  her  carpenter  id 
second  mate,  who  were  to  serve  as  assistants  on  the  mountain. 

4. — Now  the  moment  had  arrived  for  beginning  the  first,  and  all  along,  d 
still  the  prevailing  idea  of  the  whole  expedition—viz.,  how  much  can  astr  >> 
mical  observation  be  improved  by  the  elevation  of  telescopes  into  the  hij  kt 
regions  of  the  atmosphere.    To  determine  this  neatly  and  definitely  in  the  a    b 
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oCa  problem  in  pure  mslhematics  three  stations  should  ha/fe  been  dhosen ;  one 
at  the  base,  the  second  half  way  up,  and  the  third  at  the  summit  of  the  Peak ; 
and  soeh  had,  in  fact,  been  veoommended*  I  was  prepared  therefore  to  set  up 
oar  instruments  at  Orotava,  as  the  first  station  {  hut,  finding  that  this  town 
and  ail  that  part  of  the  country  were  under  a  constant  doud,  so  thick,  so  dense, 
and  so  determinedly  constant  as  to  leare  no  hope  of  our  procuring,  except  by 
a  stay  of  souk  months,  sufficient  observations  for  determining  the  astronomical 
qualities  of  the  atmosphere  there,  I  soon  turned  my  attention  to  a  higher 
station.  After  considering  the  form  of  the  mountun,  the  height  of  the  local 
clouds  about  it,  and  the  directions  of  the  prevailing  winds:  being  also,  assisted 
by  the  local  and  scientific  experience  of  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  of  Orotara,  I  gave 
the  preference  to  Gnajara,  a  mountain  8,870  feet  high,  on  the  south  of  the  Peak» 
and  on  the  14th  July  we  started  for  this  place  with  27  horses  and  mules,  and 
nearly  all  our  baggage. 

5.— Not  the  whole  of  it,  for  the  very  untoward  circumstance  had  just  been 
discoTered  tiiat  the  form,  size,  and  weight  of  the  boxes  of  the  great  Fattinson 
equatorial  were  entirely  nnsuited  to  the  means  of  transport  in  the  country.  Mr. 
Goodall  had  brought  all  the  muleteers  and  carriers  of  the  place  to  see  what 
could  be  done;  but  they  all  declared  the  taking  of  such  boxes  up  the  mountain 
to  be  impossible,  either  for  horses  or  for  men,  and  that  I  should  find  it  to  be  so 
on  going  up.  -  We  were  therefore  compelled  to  leave  them  behind,  proyisionally 
we  hoped,  while  we  were  acquiring  experience  of  the  country  and  of  the  astro- 
nomical qualities  of  the  atmosphere  with  the  smaller  and  more  portable  Sheep- 
shanks equatorial  of  the  Edinburgh  Obserratory. 

6.— Trarelling,  then,  with  our  cavalcade,  we  began  to  ascend  the  long  sbpe 
above  Orotava,  on  what  appeared  to  be  a  densoly  clouded  day;  but  after  push- 
ing on  for  some  hours,  we  had  penetrated  and  finally  risen  above  all  those  clouds 
the  cmnuloni  of  the  north-east  trade  wind,  at  the  height  of  above  5,000  feet. 
This  was  immediately  a  realization  of  one  of  the  astronomical  advantages  of 
elevation  ;  for  the  sun  now  shone  out  hot  and  dear  from  a  dark  blue  sky,  un* 
specked  by  a  particle  of  vapour --a  state  of  things,  too,  which  the  characteristics 
of  the  plants  and  the  dryness  of  the  soil  we  were  entering  on  proved  to  be  the 
tuHb  and  not  the  exception  of  that  upper  region. 

7. — Still  ascending  the  slope,  the  ancient  valley  of  Tavro,  we  entered  by  the 
portal  through  which  its  tumultuous  lava  streams  once  escaped,  the  great 
xatama  dotted  basin  of  the  old  crater,  at  an  elevation  of  7,100  feet.  Under  the 
eastern  and  southern  walls  of  this  we  skirted  along  for  several  miles,  leaving 
the  cone  of  the  Peak  on  the  west  and  north  ;  and  finally  ascending  through  a 
pass  in  the  southern  wall,  we  climbed  the  hill  of  Guajara,  encamping  that  night 
among  the  trachyte  and  pumice  blocks  with  which  its  summit  is  strewed. 

8.— The  morning  showed  that  we  were  on  the  highest  point  of  land  on  the 
iBland,  except  the  Peak  itself,  which  rose  about  three  miles  to  the  north  of  us, 
ibus  leaving  the  horizon  clear  east  and  west  where  some  of  our  observations 
vrere  to  be  made.  But,  the  site  bdng  open  and  exposed  to  every  wind,  and 
with  a  deep  precipice,  part  of  the  old  crater  wall,  running  along  the  northern 
Hide,  our  first  exertions  were  directed  to  securing  the  station  by  building  stone 
vralls  about  the  tents.  To  this  end  we  procured  native  assistance,  and  erected 
also  an  optical  room,  a  meteorological  shed,  and  a  telescope  enclusure.  At  the 
aame  time  our  friend,  Mr.  Goodall,  in  Orotava,  attended  so  untiringly  and 
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e/Bbctir^  to  afl  our  wants  in  the  way  of  horftes,  man,  proviBi0O8,  &&,  tbat  we 
were  soon  enabled  to  turn  all  our  attentl<m  to  sdentiilc  emi^oymenta. 

9.— In  astronomy,  the  admirable  pnrity  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  advantage 
of  an  ascent  of  8,870  t&et  were  night  afler  night  proved  by  the  lim^  of  Tinon 
of  the  Sheepshanks  telescope  being  extended  from  stars  of  the  10  deg.  magni- 
tade  to  those  of  the  14  deg.  at  Gnajara,  and  not  only  the  brifl^tness  of  the  stan 
but  their  definition  also  was  mnch  improTed,  for,  while  in  Bdinbtogh  I  had 
never  seen  good  images  of  stars  in  that  instroment,  on  Gnajarait  almost  alwsya 
exhibited  snch  clean  and  perfect  steUar  discs  and  rings  as  I  had  never  aesB  hi 
any  other  telescope  at  or  near  the  level  of  the  sea  $  and  while  we  were  still  ob 
the  monntain,  with  ahnost  every  night  perfectly  dear,  and  in  general  with  soda 
e&chantingly  fine  definition,  the  perception  of  these  advantages  was  inteosffied 
by  the  arrival  of  a  letter  from  the  first  assistant-astronomer  of  the  Bdinborgh 
Observatory,  saying  that  there  had  hardly  been  a  single  dear  night  there  during 
an  the  time  I  had  been  away. 

10.— The  condosions  derivable  from  the  purely  astrooomical  obaervatioiis  aie 
confirmed  by  many  of  a  difi^rent  character,  and  especially  by  the  observed 
intensity  of  the  radiation  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Thus,  tibe  flbrst  radiatioB 
thermometer  we  exposed  was  broken  in  a  few  minutes  by  the  power  of  the  son 
proving  to  be  so  mnch  greater  than  had  been  antidpated  by  the  moko*  ki 
England.  Two  other  thermometers  were  then  brought  out  that  had  been  pre- 
pared according  to  M.  Arago's  ideas  and  the  greater  strength  of  the  son  in 
France,  but,  though  marking  as  high  as  180  deg.,  they  were  soon  proved  to  be 
insufildent  to  register  the  extraordinary  intensity  of  the  son's  rays  here ;  lor 
by  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  mercury  had  not  only  reached  the  top  of  tbe 
scale  (180  deg.),  but  was  flUiog  the  upper  bulb  to  an  unknown  extent. 

1 1. — ^This  excessive  radiation  abundantly  proved  that  Onajara  was  precAasly 
the  place  for  the  normal  [series  of  actinometer  observations  required  hf  Sir 
John  HerscheL  For  this  purpose  two  actinometers  at  least  were  neeeasaiy  ; 
but  up  to  the  time  of  leaving  England  neither  my  friends  nor  myself  could  bear 
of  the  existence  of  more  than  one.  That  one  belonged  to  Kr.  Airey,  and  he  had 
not  only  lent  it  to  me,  but  ordered  a  second  one  to  be  made  and  sent  out  to 
Tenerifie  as  soon  as  possible.  Unhappily,  it  only  arrived  as  I  was  leaving  Ae 
island,  on  the  26th  of  September,  and  then  in  a  dami^ied  condition,  while  the 
other  one,  when  opened  on  the  mountain,  was  found  to  have  been  injured  in  its 
most  essential  part— the  internal  thermometer— as  well  as  to  have  leaked. 
Means,  however,  of  gettinr  over  these  difficulties  were  extemporized,  and  obser* 
vations  were  begun  in  that  region  so  promising  for  solar  radiation  ;  but  on  the 
second  day  the  gradual  shrinking  of  the  wooden  parts  of  the  apparatus  splifc 
the  glass  parts — the  end  of  too  many  of  our  instruments  in  that  climate,  where, 
besides  the  direct  radiation,  there  reigned  a  continual  dryness,  with  a  severity 
unmitigated,  beyond  any  precedent  known  to  the  optidans  at  home. 

12. — Happier  was  the  enquiry  into  the  radiation  of  the  moon  by  meana  cf  "*~? 
Admiralty  delicate  thermomultiplier,  lent  by  Mr.  Gassiott.  The  podtk  f 
the  moon  was  by  no  means  favourable,  being  on  the  night  of  the  fbll,  19  deg  9 
south  of  the  Equator ;  but  the  air  was  perfectly  calm,  and  the  rare  atmoap!  s 
so  favourable  to  radiation  that  a  very  sensible  amount  of  heat  was  found  1  i 
on  this  and  the  following  night.  The  absolute  amount  was  small,  being  a]  t 
onc>third  of  that  radiated  by  a  candle  at  a  distance  of  15  feet ;  but  the  per      I 
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capttolty  of  tho  Instrument  to  meaiore  smaller  guaatitiet  siiU*  and  the  eonflna- 
matory  restilt  of  gvonpa  of  seyeral  hundred  obeervationa,  leare  no  doubt  of  tho 
fiust  of  our  haring  been  enabled  to  meaaore  here  a  quantity  which  ia  lo  unall 
an  to  be  altogethw  inappreciable  at  lower  altitudes. 

18^— Cloaely  connected  with  radiation  is  the  quantity  of  light  emitted  by  the 
heavenly  bodies,  and  this  was  examined  frequently  in  the  cafe  of  the  sun  and 
moon  and  dij&rant  parts  of  the  sky  by  obserTations  of  Tranenhofer's  lines  in 
the  spectrum.  8toke*s  spectrum  waa  also  examined,  as  recommended  by  the 
Boyil  Sodety.  and  was  found  to  be  traceable  beyond  the  ftirthest  point  pre- 
viously ascertained  elsewhere.  Means  of  photographing  this  spectrum  were 
also  prepared  and  some  pictures  of  it  on  glass  obtained,  showing  many  of  the 
dark  lines  beyond  H,  the  usual  limits  of  Yision. 

14.^8eTeral  hundred  measures  of  the  polarisation  of  the  sl^light  were  like- 
wise obtained,  and  the  zodaical  light,  imd  twilight  were  frequently  made  the 
subject  of  numerical  observation ;  continual  registers  of  tlie  barometer,  dry  and 
wet  bnlb  thermometer,  and  the  electrometer,  being  kept  up  during  the  whole 
of  the  time. 

IS,-— The  geology  of  tbe  Peak  could  be  wdlexammed  from  this  point  and 
offered  much  of  exceeding  interest,  aa  did  also  the  magnetism  and  botany  of 
the  neighbourhood,  while  the  remarkable  moderation  of  the  wind,  considering 
it  was  a  mountain  top,  allowed  researches  to  be  carried  on  without  let  or 
hindrance  throughout  the  24  hours. 

16.— On  the  whole,  therefore,  Gui^ara,  approved  itself  admirably  as  a  station 
fot  ascertaining  the  astronomical  qualities  of  tbe  atmosphere  at  the  height  of 
8,870  ftet ;  but  Still,  however  great  the  improvement  there,  above  experiences 
at  the  level  of  the  sea,  we  could  easily  see  that  we  had  by  no  means  reached 
the  wt  phu  wUrOf  and  might  evidently  effect  even  £Eur  greater  improvement  by 
riaing  y«t  higher  above  the  atmospheric  impurities  that  linger  about  tbe  sur« 
&ce  of  the  earth«  Baised  we  were  far  above  tbe  level  of  the  actual  dond  of  the 
N.E.  wind,  but  we  were  not  always  above  the  wind  itself;  and  even,  as  thia 
rose  and  predominated  over  the  station,  so  did  telescopic  definition  become  bad. 
We  were  also  more  frequently  than  otherwise  enveloped  in  a  dusty,  smoky  sort 
of  medium,  whose  vast  strata,  piled  one  on  the  other  and  stretching  out  to  the 
&tant  horixon,  rose  sonoe  thousands  of  feet  above  our  heads,  and  only  the  Peak 
itself  seemed  high  enough  to  be  fairly  above  these  upper  mists.  To  the  Peak, 
therefore,  it  was  evident  we  must  go  to  reap  all  the  astronomical  advanta^ea 
which  Teneriflfe  is  capable  of  yielding. 

17.^The  Peak,  however,  was  not  so  simple  a  nmtter  as  our  first  station,  ihr 
the  top  is  not  aoccessible  on  account  of  the  constant  evolution  of  sulpherous 
vapours,  while  a  oonsiderable  portion  of  the  slope  below  it  is  impracticable  on 
account  of  the  broken  lava  streams  by  which  it  is  covered. 

The  time  also  being  short,  I  sent  men,  while  I  was  still  observing  at  Guijara, 
to  explore  the  ascent,  to  ascertain  the  highest  available  station,  and,  finally,  to 
build  the  walls  of  a  scientific  encampment,  according  to  plan  fiimisbed  them. 
Then,  on  the  28th  August  we  moved  over  with  all  the  instruments  mounted  on 
a  train  of  27  horses  and  mules,  and  after  a  day's  hard  work  toiling  through  the 
pumice-stone  soil  and  rugged  lavas  of  the  old  crater,  and  after  a  long  steep 
climb,  we  occupied  before  night  our  new  position  of  the  Alta  Vista. 

18.— Perched  on  the  top  of  a  ridge  of  pumice  and  red  lava  on  the  south-east 
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slope  of  the  Peak,  at  an  eleTation  of  10,900  feet,  the  Alta  VisU  forma  aoomforl- 
able  little  shelf,  tolerably  level,  and  is  the  highest  point  aooessible  to  mnles.  On 
no  other  side  can  they  ascend  so  high  by  reason  of  the  torrents  of  black  lava 
blocks,  which  there  corer  the  flanks  of  the  mountain,  bat  which  hare  in  this 
case  cariously  divided,  and  left  a  narrow  and  steep  roadway  of  the  older  rock 
between  two  embankments  of  the  newer  scoria.  These  ridges,  rising  to  the 
height  of  about  SO  degrees,  served  admirably  to  protect  us  firom  the  winds  to- 
wards the  S.  W.  and  N.,  and  if  they  did  interfere  with  the  ruder  eye  observa- 
tions of  some  phenomenon  near  the  horison,  they  contributed  to  the  advantage 
of  telescopic  observations  with  high  magnifying  powers  directed  to  the  aenith. 
Here  therefore,  was  the  place  where  the  great  Fattinson  equatmal  must  be 
erected,  if  at  all. 

19.— Schemes  for  carrying  this  up  the  mountain  had  been  devising  all  the 
time  by  our  fHends  below,  who  were  much  interested  in  the  realization  of  this 
marked  feature  of  the  expedition,  and  Mr.  i9oodall  had  at  one  time  nearly  orga- 
nized relays  of  men  for  the  transport  to  Guajara,  but  when  they  heard  of  the 
Alta  Vista  they  one  and  all  declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 
But  it  must  be  accomplished;  so  on  the  25th  of  August,  leaving  the  men  to  roof 
in  the  newly-built  walls,  I  descended  the  mountain  to  see  what  could  be  done 
in  the  now  re-affirmed  impossibility  of  carrying  up  the  great  telescope. 

20.— This  instrument,  with  an  object  gUss  of  7^  inches  aperture,  and  1%  feet 
focus,  with  an  equatorial  mounting  entirely  in  metal,  and  of  the  flrat  class  of 
finish  and  perfection,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  modem  aatronomj, 
had  been  taken  to  pieces  by  its  maker  in  Englandi  so  far,  I  presume,  9b  he  had 
thought  safe  or  practicable  for  its  re-erecticn  on  a  mountain  side,  so  ftr  finom 
the  resources  of  workshops.  But  as  he  bad  not  reduced  it  to  its  primitive  ele- 
mentary parts,  the  unweildier  masses  could  still  be  subdivided  and  packed  up 
into  smaller  parcels.  To  this,  therefore,  I  applied  myseli^  and  assisted  by  an 
ingenious  mechanic  of  the  pkce,  we  separated,  and  finally  packed  np  in  IS 
boxes  what  had  been  arranged  by  the  maker  in  three.  Then  starting  ficom  the 
town  at  daylight  on  the  30th  of  August,  with  11  horses  and  men,  the  whole  oC 
the  cases  were  brought  up  to  the  Alta  Vista  by  sunset  the  same  evening. 

21.— The  next  day,  Sunday,  there  was  a  storm  of  wind  and  sand;  and,  though 
it  had  subsided  on  the  Monday,  we  began  the  erection  of  the  wooden  pier,  fill- 
ing it  with  lava  blocks,  after  it  had  been  duly  oriente  on  its  foundational  beams 
fixed  into  the  ground  with  lime.  Then  came  the  unpacking  of  the  boxes,  and 
the  recomposition  of  the  instrument,  and  on  the  second  day  the  complete  equi^ 
torial  with  clock  motion,  axes  well  adjusted,  and  verniers  reading  off  accurate 
places  on  finely  divided  circles,  was  in  full  operation,  the  first  time  that  such  » 
tMog  had  ever  taken  pUce  so  high  above  the  level  of  the  place. 

22. — But  now  only  a  fortnight  of  our  proscribed  time  remained,  and  theie 
were  marked  indications  of  a  premature  breaking  up  of  the  fine  season.  I  set 
to  work,  therefore,  without;  loss  of  time,  to  determine  in  the  firstplace^^^a 
degree  of  definition  in  the  atmosphere;  for  very  grave  doubts  had  been  thn  n 
out  that  the  hot  vapours  from  the  Peak  would  he  utterly  fata)  to  telesci  a 
vision.  The  definition,  however,  proved  admirable;  so  much  <«o,  that  not  o«  y 
once,  but  every  night  for  a  week,  I  could  see  that  difficult  test  B  and  C  d 
Andromeda  as  two  distinct  stars;  nor  couid  I  find  any  object  in  the  Usr  if 
the '  Cyde*  that  were  not  separated  by  the  telescope  and  with  ease. 
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23.-^Eqiuai7  with  regard  to  the  nmge  of  Tisibilitjr,  did  the  atmotphere  ap- 
prore  itself;  for  the  rery  faintest  star  to  the  practised  eye  and  powerfkd  tele- 
aaope  of  the  obserrer  of  the  *  Qyde'  proved  eaay  to  eren  an  inezperieaoed  person 
in  the  Pattinson  equatorial 

84.— Directing  them  to  planetary  bodies,  the  fine  diTision  of  Saturn's  ring— a 
much  contested  matter— came  oat  nnmistakeably,  and  rerelations  of  clonds  ap- 
peared on  Jupiter's  sur&oe  which  were  eminently  similar  in  form,  and  as  con- 
tinuaUy  interesting  in  their  changes  as  those  of  the  sea  of  lower  clonds  brought 
abovt  Teneriffe  daily  under  our  eyes  by  the  N.E.  trade  wind.  Of  the  moon 
some  extraordinary  views  were  obtained,  notwithstanding  its  unfortunately 
low  altitude  at  that  time;  and  the  sun  was  obserred  both  optically  and  photo- 
graphically, 

26.— DaOy,  howerer,  the  weather,  which  had  been  in  a  manner  disjointed  by 
the  storm  on  the  Ist,  was  becoming  worse;  and  the  wind,  continually  increasing, 
now  began  to  shake  the  telescope  so  as  to  prerent  the  employment  of  high  mag- 
nifying powers.  Then  the  sky  became  cloudy,  and  at  last,  on  the  14th  of  Sept. 
the  storm  broke  in  earnest,  beginning  with  a  rattling  fall  of  hail. 

26.— That  night  above  two  inches  of  rain  fell,  and  the  climate  altered  so  much 
that  the  natives  would  no  longer  remain  with  us.  But  the  temperature  was  by 
no  means  unbearable  to  Northern  men,  and  the  sailors  from  Mr.  Stephenson's 
yacht,  proving  good  men  and  true  (William  Neal,  the  carpenter,  most  ingenious 
and  able  with  his  tools  in  every  variety  of  work,  and  William  Corke,  the  second 
mate,  with  much  capacity  for  observation,)  I  still  hoped  to  be  able  to  see  out 
the  last  of  the  clonds  and  to  finish  several  series  of  observations  which  had  been 
interfered  with  by  them.  The  break  up  of  the  summer  weather  had,  however, 
been  too  complete,  and  though  we  stayed  to  the  last  possible  day  we  never  saw 
the  clear  sky  again;  so  on  the  19th,  we  dismantled  the  buildings,  made  a  cacht 
(mCf  in  orig.)  of  such  materials  as  might  be  usefhl  in  a  future  year,  and  went 
down  to  Orotava  with  the  instruments  and  baggage. 

27.— Daring  the  Alta  Vista  period  of  our  labours  the  smaUer  instruments 
before  employed  at  Guajara  were  again  in  action;  an  improved  method  of  ob- 
serving the  black  lines  in  the  spectrum  was  devised;  some  meteorological 
ascents  and  descents  of  the  mountain  were  made,  according  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  Royal  Society;  and  Humboldt's  horizontal  fluctuation  of  the  stars,  and 
the  nature  of  the  ice  cavern,  as  recommended  by  Sir  John  Hershel,  were  exam- 
ined into.  The  crater  of  the  Peak,  the  Montana  Blanca,  and  various  places 
remarkable  for  their  geology  or  botany,  were  visited  with  hypsometric  instru- 
ments, and  with  a  photographic  camera,  by  the  aid  of  which  about  200  pio- 
tures  were  obtained. 

Finally,  in  concert  with  a  Spanish  gentleman  of  great  local  knowledge  (Don 
Martin  Bodriguez,  of  Cegas,)  I  examined  the  upper  part  of  the  mountain,  and 
fimnd  a  station,  that  with  little  expense,  might  be  made  available  for  another 
jear,  and  besides  greater  height,  would  possess  some  other  advantages  over 
either  the  Alta  Vista,  or  Guajara. 

28.— Arrived  in,  Orotava  I  employed  myself  for  a  week  in  settling  the  ac- 
coimts,  in  examining  the  zeros  of  our  meteorological  instruments,  and  in  photo- 
graphing and  measuring  some  remarkable  volcanic  features  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  also  the  great  dragon  tree,  as  recommended  by  Sir  John  HersheL 

29.— Then  on  the  26th  of  September  I  rode  over  to  Santa  Cms,  and  having 
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hunt's  taorting  maqazihs. 


ezftmined  the  tide  gnage  which,  with  the  uiittanoe  of  Mr.  bmilton  and  die 
warm  Co-operation  of  the  Spanish  Engineers,  I  had  had  constructed  on  the 
mole  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Uie  Master  of  Trinity  CoUege»Camhridge^  I  em;- 
barked  on  board  the  yacht  Titania  the  same  eyening. 

sa— The  captain  immediateiy  set  sail,  called  off  OrotaTS  tiie  next  day,  Sc^ 
S7th,  for  the  instroments  and  baggage,  and  has  now  safely  hronght  them  baek 
to  England  alter  an  absence  of  117  days.  Of  these  thirty-rtz  hare  been  spent 
at  sea,  eighteen  in  the  low  lands  of  Teneriffe,  thirty-seren  at  the  height  of 
8,870  fbet»  and  twenty*8ix  at  the  height  of  10,900  feet. 

C.  PiAZZi  Smtth, 

Asirommer-R/i^/or  SocdeauL 
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High  Water 
Lon.  Bridge 
mom  after, 


The  time  of  high  water  at  the  following  places  may  be  ascer 
tained,  by  adding  to,  or  substracting  from,  the  time  at  London 
Bridge. 


h. 
3 

4 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
10 
11 

ioH 

0 

1 

2 
2 
3 

4 
5 
5 
6 
7 
9 


h*  m. 

3  55 

4  30 

5  5 

5  50 

6  45 


20  8  2 


9  30 

10  50 

11  47 
0  13 

0  59 

1  42 

2  27 

3  13 

3  57 

4  42 

5  30 

6  22 

7  28 

8  36 

9  50 
10  63 

2011  50 
0  10 

0  47 

1  26 

1  58 

2  82 

3  6 
3  42 


h.  m. 

Aberystwith add  5  23 

Alderney 4  38 

BantryBay 1  39 

Bridlington 2  23 

Carmarthan 4  3 

Cork  Harbour 2  23 

Dartmouth 3  58 

Dudgeon  Light...  5  23 

Eddystone 3  8 

Exmoath  Bar .  4  18 

Falmouth 3  8 

Flamboro'  Head...  2  23 

Guernsey  Pier 4  23 

Hartlepool 1  38 

Humber  Mouth...  3  23 

Kinsale  Harbour..  2  23 

Lands  End. 2  23 

LeithPier 0  15 

Lynn  Regis 4  38 

Plymouth. 3  26 

Swansea 3  48 

Torbay 3  58 

Waterford 8  43 

Weymouth 4  23 

Whitby 1  SS 

Amsterdam 0  53 

Antwerp 2  18 

Bourdeuz 4  45 

Cherbourg 5  23 

Hamburgh 3  53 

Brest M.... ^.  1  39 


h. 

Aberdeen ^,    sab  0 

Aldborough 3 

Belfast 4 

Brighton 2 

CamarYon. 4 

Cowes 3 

Dublin  Bar 2 

Dungeness 3 

Folkestcme. 8 

Foreland,  North.^  2 

Foreland,  South...  2 

Grayesend 0 

Greenwich 0 

Harwich 2 

Howth  Harbour  .•  2 

Ipswich. 2 

Kentish  EJiock  ...  2 

Lowestoft 3 

Margate.... S 

Nore  Light 0 

Portsmouth... 2 

Sheerness t 

Southampton S 

Spithead >....  4 

Yarmouth  Roads .  ^ 

Calais 2 

Dieppe S 

Havre  de  Grace...  4 

Ostendc 1 

Honlleur 4 

New  York 5 


56 
23 

2 
29 
47 
22 
5S 
17 
37 
22 
47 
37 
26 
37 
59 

7 

37 
37 

2 
53 
27 
28 
27 
37 
27 
19 

S 
15 
It 
37 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
TAOBrnfO  SxATi8Tics»  Cbuisb  bt  Tovghsiohb,  &C.,  Bti^d  orer  till  oar       ^ 
nunber* 

AJl  oommimications  most  be  directed  to  tixe  Editor.  6,  Nov  Chnreh  i?^     c» 
XdginanRoad. 

Londoni^Himt,  Prlntor.  Chureh  Street,  Edgware  H^^ 


HUNT'S 

YACHTING  MAGAZOE. 


DSOEMBEB,  1856. 


ON  THE  VELOCITY  OP  THE  TIDE  IN  THE  THAMES 
AT  DIFFERENT  DEPTHS. 

[We  hare  received  the  foUovnog  letter,  written  io  oQreeteemed  comflpon- 
dent  W.  P«  B.  in  the  Nfagazine  of  last  month,  who  has  requested  us  to  insert 
it.  We  shall  be  happj  to  insert  any  other  original  communications  on  this 
subject,  which  seems  as  yet  but  little  understood. — Ed.] 

Ok  perusing  your  statement  in  Sunfs  Yachting  Magasine  for  No- 
vember, on  the  velocity  of  the  tide  in  the  Thames  at  different  dq>ths» 
I  observed  that  jou  have  (minteniionaUi/  no  doubts)  misHstated  what 
I  said  and  read  to  you,  viz.  "  That  it  was  my  persuasion  that  the 
dbb  tide  runs  out' in  a  body,  die  flood  returns  as  a  surface  cui^ent.'* 
I  am  strengthened  in  diat  view,  when  I  survey  the  form  of  Old 
Thames,  with  the  small  head  of  a  few  yards  and  the  mouth  as  many 
miles  in  width,  fed  by  innumerable  streams,  the  outpouring  from 
more  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred  square  miles,  independent  of 
many  million  tons  of  water,  annually  drawn  up  from  deep  wells  in 
and  about  the  metropolis. 
I  have  sought  for  infonnition,  and  made  very  many  toquMaagybut 
ito.  12*— vol*  V.  3  3^ 
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have  not  met  with  anytliing  of  weighty  to  alter  my  opinion,  but  mach 
to  confirm. 

The  following  observations  taken  (as  you  know)  with  much  care 
on  the  25th  of  August  and  1st  of  September  last,  tend  to  confirm 
my  long  established  position  ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  rough,  and  uneven  bed  of  the  river,  when  the  trials  toot 
place,  (with  a  strong  westerly  wind,)  were  not  so  satisfactory  as  I 
anticipated* 

Monday  morning,  Aug.  25th,  high-water  at  London  bridge  9     7 
<<  "  took  a  boat  at  Blackwall  stairs  8  35 

The  tide  had  made  its  mark,  but  running  up  midstream,  rowed 
down  to  the  entrance  of  the  East  India  Docks;  wind  west,  blowing 
more  than  half  a  gale ;  started  two  floats: — 

A  painted  fir  buoy,  11  inches  diameter,  with  a  rod  6  feet  long 
through  it,  to  which  was  fastened  a  cord  18  feet  long,  attadied 
to  which  was  a  three-gallon  can,  sunk  sufficient  to  keep  the  rod 
upright,  the  buoy  being  half  immersed. 
A  black  india  rubber  ball,  9  inches  in  diameter,  to  which  was 
attached  a  cord  10  feet  in  length,  and  fastened  to  a  canvas  bag, 
filled  with  cork  cuttings  and  lead,  sufficient  to  sink  the  ball 
about  one-third. 
A  quart  bottle  was  afterwards  obtained  from  a  brig,  filled  with 
water,  and  kept  from  sinking  more  than  one  foot  firom  the  sur- 
face by  an  india  rubber  ball  2  inches  in  diameter. 
Bugsby  Beach  lies  north-west,  the  wind  blew  the  three  floats  to- 
wards the  Essex  shore,  (considerable  motion  on  the  water,)  the 
bottle  and  small  ball  taking  the  lead. 
The  floats  were  brought  together  u\  Woolwich  Beach,  which  is 
west  by  east,  there  was  not  so  much  swell,  the  tide  and  wind  being 
in  the  same  direction.     The  bottle  took  the  lead,  the  blackball  next, 
and  the  painted  buoy  last.     All  drove  to  the  Kentish  shore,  and  not 
fer  apart  when  off  the  Dockyard  at  Woolwich. 

Bowed  to  North  Woolwich  to  land  Mr.  W.  P.  B.:  four  convicts 
with  a  keeper,  took  the  two  great  floats  into  their  boat,  an  ed 

up  the  stream.  After  a  chase,  and  no  little  noise,  the  buoy  m, 
and  bag,  were  thrown  into  the  Thames,  the  rogues  madp  ^  ht 
shore. 

Started  the  three  again  in  Gallions,  the  wind  rising,  o%  »- 


TELOCITY  OF  THE  TIBB.  '  616 

tions  being  destroyed,  it  raining  hard,  took  in  our  tackling  in  Bark- 
ing Keach,  and  made  for  Erith. 

Monday,  Sept.  1st.,  high-water  at  London  bridge  .  .  3  16  0 
Greenhithe  one  o'clock,  rowed  up  to  the  measured 
mile,  in  Long  Reach,  started  three  floats  at  .  .  .  1  26  50 
Arrived  at  the  end  of  mile  as  follows — painted  fir  buoy, 
1 1  inches  diameter,  with  a  four  foot  rod  through  the 
centre,  which  was  kept  perpendicular  by  a  three-gal- 
lon oil  can,  filled  with  water,  and  fastened  with  a  cord 

20  feet  long 1  59  36 

Black  india  rubber  ball,  9  inches  diameter,  festened  to 

a  two-gallon  can,  by  a  line  10  feet  long      .     .     .     .  1  59  15 
India  rubber  ball,  2  inches  diameter,  attached  to  a  quart 

bottle,  one  foot  below  the  sur&ce 1  51  25 

Having  proceeded  about  half  way  of  the  measured  mile  a  circum- 
stance occurred  which  puzzled  us  all: — ^the  coloured  buoy  being  on 
the  south,  the  black  ball  in  midships,  and  the  little  ball  and  bottle 
on  the  north  side.  The  latter  being  far  ahead  of  the  black  ball, 
which  was  a  little  in  advance  of  the  coloured  buoy,  the  three  being 
more  than  sixty  yards  asunder  from  each  other,  when  to  all  appear- 
ance the  little  ball  stopped,  then  made  a  movement  to  the  south, 
passed  the  black  ball,  and  joined  the  coloured  buoy,  and  arrived  «t 
the  end  of  the  measured  mile  as  afore  stated. 

The  three  were  again  started  on  the  flowing  tide ;  the  little  ball 
taking  the  lead  outstripped  the  black  ball  from  200  to  300  yards ; 
the  black  ball  being  more  than  that  distance  'from  the  coloured 
buoy,  which  appeared  to  be  stationary:  when  we  got  to  it  the  tide  was 
running  down. ' 

Started  the  four  floats  at  the  measured  mile,  at     .     .  4  10  45 

Bottle  1  foot  below  the  surface  run  the  mile  by  .     .  4  31  10 

«     3  feet  "  "  "  4  31  30 

Can    10  feet  "  "  "  4  32  44 

"    20  feet  "  "  "  4  34    0 

The  ebb  at  this  time  run  so  strong  that  the  waterman  could  not 

fitem  it  without  assistance. 

I  will  not  comment,  leaving  you  and  your  yachting  friends  to  draw 
your  own  conclusion  as  to  the  flood  and  ebb,  eddies,  and  imder  cur- 
rents. 

B.  D. 
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CHAPTER.  I.— Ths  Pbeamkls. 

**  The  winds  were  silent,  all  the  wares  asleep, 
And  heayen  was  traced  upon  the  flattering  deep.** — Pabseix. 

Whbn  the  sun  is  shining  brightly  and  a  soft  air  scarcely  raffles  the 
glittering  surface  of  the  Thames,  if  we  chance  to  saunter  along  its  banks 
of  a  summer  morning,  "  in  sweet  Tacuity  of  thought,*'  near  one  of  those 
sheltered  nooks  of  anchorage,  of  which,  between  London  and  the  sea,  it 
boasts  so  many,-— how  pretty,  how  inviting  looks  the  graceful  yacht  in 
the  offing,  as  she  lies  tranquilly  at  her  moorings,  or  rises  ever  and  anon 
impatiently  on  the  surges  of  the  passing  steamer  !  Does  she  not  seem 
to  reproach  us  palpably  for  wasting,  at  such  a  time,  the  precious  hoars 
on  shore?  And,  if  she  be  our  own,  do  we  not  long  to  respond  to  the 
challenge,  and  there  and  then,  cast  about  how  to  excuse  ourselves  Irom 
attending  to  the  business  of  the  day  that  we  may  have  instead  a  whole* 
some  renovating  cruise  ? 

Of  what  importance  is  half-per  cent  on  ten  thousand  Consols,  (which 
one  is  as  likely  to  lose  as  to  gain,)  to  comparison  of  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  enjoy  that  blessed  serenity  of  mind,  and  perfect  ttbandon  to 
the  influences  of  God  and  Nature,  that  sense  of  the  sublime  and  beautifttly 
which  refuses  to  be  clothed  in  language,  but  which  is  felt  to  purify  and 
exaXt  our  thoughts  as  we  recede  from  the  haunts  of  men,  and  float  away 
into  the  mysterious  solitudes  of  the  ocean  ?     There  in  the  words  of 

•*  ■  nec  jam  amplins  ulla 

Occorrit  tellus,  caelum  undique  et  undique  pontus.'' 

On  shore  we  are  hampered  by  a  thousand  considerations  which  '*  freeze 
the  genial  current  of  the  soul"  as  we  push  about  in  the  world  :  and  our 
very  talk,  among  our  compeers,  must  run  on  a  kind  of  conventional 
railway  to  avoid  awkward  collisions.  But  the  heart  of  an  Englisbinan 
yearns  for  freedom  and  unrestraint  I  He  conforms  rigidly  and  Km 
principle  to  the  exactions  of  society  while  he  is  in  it,  but  he  delig  to 
desert  it  altogether  occasionally  in  order  to  indemnify  himself  f  the 
sacrifice,  and  se  meminerU  esse  virvm,  as  Diogenes  said  when  fa,  ris 
asked  why  he  wore  such  a  great  beard  ;  no  doubt  if  you  enquirr-  tfat 
same  of  Albert  Smith  he  would  give  you  the  same  answeri  for       ths 
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end  of  a  London  season  be  might  without  some  such  memento  fancy 
himself  an  automatom.  Colonel  Bath  swore  **by  all  the  dignity  of  man," 
when  cooking  a  beef  steak  with  his  nightcap  on,  and  it  is  well  to  stick 
to  a  good  idea  though  sometimes  it  be  difficult  to  realize  it. 

There  is  one  satisfaction  we  have  in  yachting,  that  if  we  subject  onr- 
selves  to  inconveniences  they  are  of  our  own  choosing,  and  many  of  us 
go  out  and  look  for  danger  as  huntsmen  do  for  a  fox,  to  have  some  fun 
with  ity  and  to  see  what  stu£P  we  are  made  of. 

^Danger,  oh!  tempt  me  not  to  boast!" 

some  impatient  yachtsman  is  ready  to  exclaim  with  Hafed — who,  by-the- 
bye,  need  not  have  bragged  so  much  to  the 'poor  young  lady;  but  my 
dear  Sir,  it  is  no  question  of  your  prowess  !  I  am  only  moralizing  with 
you  after  a  fashion  not  yet  obselete,  and  as  in  the  olden  time  my  re- 
nowned namesake  with  his  "  wise  saws  and  modem  instances"  greatly 
edified  and  refreshed  the  illustrious  company  of  outlaws  in  the  jocund 
forest  of  Ardennes,  bear  with  me  like  the  melancholy  Jacques,  if  I  also, 
for  some  brief  while  disport  myself  pleasantly  with  "The  young,  the 
gay,  the  noble,  and  the  fair"  who  love  to  loiter  amid  the  sunny  pages 
of  the  Yachting  Magazine, 

In  an  humble  way  I  {pairi  similis)  may  pretend  to  a  portion  of  my 
predecessor's  accomplishments.  I  also  have  ''Battered  a  lady,**  I  too  have 
"  trod  a  measure,**  and  I  subscribe  wholly  and  without  reservation  to  his 
system  of  philosophy  so  often  and  so  regretfully  proved,  <*  that  drink 
being  poured  out  of  a  jug  into  a  glass  by  filling  the  one  doth  empty 
the  other/*  There  are  few  things  in  Plato  and  Aristotle  which  can 
be  so  clearly  demonstrated. 

Argal,  as  the  grave  digger  in  Hamlet,  says,  with  these  claims  to  your 
consideration,  lector  carisimo  or  lector  illust/e, — for  like  the  historian 
of  that  '*  Ingenioso  Hidalgo  Don  Quijote**  I  give  you  the  option  of 
whichsoever  appellative  is  most  congenial  to  your  humour,  or  take  them 
both  if  you  will  !  Let  us  return  to  the  thread  of  our  argument  in  a 
good  understanding  with  each  other :  for  I  hope  that  you  are  not,  in 
the  language  of  old  piscatorial  Isaac  **  a  severe,  sour  complectioned 
man,"  with  no  bowels  whatever  for  a  digression,  nor  like  Mr.  Gradgrind 
perpetually  grubbing  up  hard  facts  by  the  wayside  to  throw  in  the  face 
of  an  unsuspecting  idler,  like  myself,  as  if  you  would  knock  his  teeth 
out  with  them. 

But  why  should  I  mistrust  you?  A  true  yachtsman  must  naturally 
and  by  consequence  have  been  a  great  digresser:  "Tu  mihifrater  eras/^ 
as  the  lady  in  Ovid  wrote  to  her  lover.  Do  we  not  pique  ourselves  on 
starting  for  nowhere  in  any  sort  of  weather,  and,  barring  health  and 
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high  spirits,  far  no  object  that  can  be  of  any  earthly  use  to  mortal  man? 
Perhaps  you  have  a  mind  to  go  round  to  Portsmouth  and  talk  to  Lap 
thome  about  a  new  mainsu],  though  the  one  you  have  in  use  is  perfect! j 
good,  and  sets  like  a  sheet  of  Bristol  board,— no  matter,  your  coxswain 
protests  he  lost  the  last  race  on  account  of  it,  and  he  says  there's  some- 
thing wrong  about  the  peak  or  the  after  leach  of  it ;  or  possibly  yon  are 
thinking  of  getting  a  new  mast  next  year,  and  you  have  heard  of  a  man 
at  Plymouth  who  can  charge  twice  as  much  for  a  spar  as  any  body  else? 
But  whichever  way  you  propose  to  go,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  know 
that  "  its  not  of  the  least  consequence,''  as  poor  Mr.  Toots  in  the  depth 
of  his  misery  politely  observed  to  Florence  when  she  refused  him. 

Unless  we  are  bound  for  a  regatta,  as  Commodore  or  Steward,  or  in 
the  hope  of  a  prize,  hither  or  thither,  is  all  one  to  us.  And  if  yon 
really  have  an  important  object  in  view,  suggested  by  your  attenuated 
stock  of  champagne  and  brandy,  and  set  out  for  Boulogne  or  Havre  (don't 
trust  yourself  with  your  craft  in  Calais) — ^yop  may  make  as  many  ng- 
zags  before  you  get  there  as  Corporal  Trim  did  in  relating  the  enter- 
taining **  History  of  the  Kiug  of  Bohemia  and  his  seven  castles,"  and, 
sad  to  say,  it  is  not  impossible  but  your  voyage  may  terminate  in  a  simi- 
lar catastrophe.  Don't  let  us  be  too  presumptuous!  all  the  risks  are  not 
outside  of  the  harbour;  nor  would  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  of  whom 
we  hear  so  much,  stretch  out  a  finger  to  save  you — ^  Qui  non  habet 
uxorem**  say  they,  "  loco  illius  concubinam  debet;^  and  truly  I  think 
the  expression  is  not  very  much  to  their  credit.  But,  "  whither,  yon 
cry,  tends  all  this  strange  discourse"?  which  reminds  me  that  it  is  past 
high- water,  and  we  are  not  yet  underway  ;  however,  it  is  too  late  to 
hope  to  regain  your  attention  in  this  Chapter,  and  the  next  may  possibly 
please  you  better,  '<  nemo  mortalium^*'' — ^but  positively  I  must  not  add 
another  line  here,  even  of  apology. 


CHAPTER  IL— The  Departure. 

"  Placed  at  the  helm  he  sate,  and  marked  the  skies, 
Nor  closed  in  sleep  his  ever  watchful  eyes." 

Popx*s  Odtsst,  B.  \ 

Of  all  the  troublesome  evolutions  in  river  navigation,  I  know  of 
which  puts  skill  and  experience  to  a  severer  test  than  to  get  undei 
in  a  strong  ebb  tide  with  a  light  air  of  wind  in  the  same  direction, 
a  whole  Reach  full  of  craft  at  anchor  to  leeward.     No  pilot  wc 
attempt  to  move  a  vessel  of  any  considerable  tonnage  under  siicl 
cumatances,  without  the  aid  of  steam  ;  but  yachtsmen  are  not  * 
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stopped  by  ordinary  difficulties  when  they  have  prepared  for  a  start : 
**Time,  (they  say)  was  made  for  slaves"  and  tide,  let  us  add,  for  traders. 

As  you  make  your  appearance  with  bag  and  baggage  on  the  beach 
and  hail  for  your  boat,  the  mind  of  your  coxswain  misgives  him.  He 
had  hoped  you  had  resigned  all  thoughts  of  sailing  till  next  high  water, 
and  here  you  are  on  the  first  of  the  ebb^  and  impatient  of  delay  !  His 
long  face  admonishes  you  that  he  is  prepared  to  suggest  difficulties,  but 
you  are  inexorable. 

**  You  don't  mean  to  get  underway  this  tide,  do  you,  Sir?^ 

''Why  not?  we  shall  carry  four  hours'  ebb  with  us,  and  if  there  is  any 
breeze  below  we  shall  be  at  the  Nore  before  high  water." 

"  There's  a  ter'ble  tide  running  I  we  shall  hardly  be  able  to  heave 
her  to  her  anchor  !"  he  then  adds,  with  a  stare  at  the  forest  of  masts 
below,  "  an'  I'm  sure  I  don't  know  where  we're  a  goiu'  to  when  we've 
got  him  up,  with  all  these  here  ships  a  botherin'  of  us  down  the  reach  ?" 

**  Never  mind,  let  us  get  out  of  this  as  soon  as  possible/' 

The  disconcerted  expostulator  sees  that  you  are  determined,  and  it  is 
his  business  to  obey  your  orders,  so  he  commences  carrying  them  out» 
but  not  with  **  that  alacrity  of  spirit  and  cheer  of  mind  that  he  was  wont 
to  have." 

After  some  hard 'grinding  and  a  considerable  undergrowl  of  objuiga* 
iions,  the  chain  is  hove  short,  the  sails  are  set,  and  all  is  ready  :^but,  as 
there  is  yet  time  for  you  to  change  your  mind,  he  again  suggests  that 
''Its  a  very  nasty  state  o'  tide  to  move  in,  among  such  a  lot  of  shipping." 
But  you  order  him^to  trip  the  anchor,  and  away  you  go  !  But  where  ? 
''Ay,  thero's  the  rub!"  The  sails  droop  idly  on  the  spars,  the  rudder  is 
perfectly  useless,  and  there  you  are  driving  rapidly  nolens  volens  (or  as 
the  sailors  say  ^holus  bolus,)  down  on  the  bow  of  a  deep  loaded  collier- 
brig,  agunst  jwhich  the  tide  is  piling  up  in  a  heap  of  white  foam  !  The 
danger  is  imminent,  but  your  pilot  is  himself  again,  and  he  knows  what 
is  expected  of  him.  Some  distant  object  astern  of  that  to  be  immediately 
avoided,  on  which  for  a  second  or  two  he  has  fixed  his  attention,  has 
enabled  him  to  judge  which  «ide  it  is  best  to  attempt — ''  Let  go  the 
anchor  is  the  cry," — and  the  anchor  which  had  only  been  lifted  just 
«lear  of  the  ground  is  again  let  go,  and  a  few  fathoms  of  chain  are 
reered  outj'^not  sufficient  to  bring  her  up,  but  to  check  the  yacht  against 
the  tide.  ^Again^she  feels  her  helm,  and  ^'  hard  a  port^'  is  now  the  word, 
the  jib-boom  of  the  brig  is  already  over  your  stem;  but  obedient  to  the 
pressure  of  the  impetuous  waters,  our  little  craft  takes  a  broad  sheer, 
dragging  the  anchor  with  her,  and  sweeps  clear  of  the  impending  shook. 
We  breathe  again  !     Scarcely  however  is  the  windlass  manned  a  second 
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time  ere  the  order  is  given  to  ''hold  on  and  give  her  a  A»er  tWe  odier 
way/'  to  avoid  **  falling  aboard  of  the  schooner,  on  which  the  tide  is 
evidently  setting  nsP 

Half  a  dozen  times  at  leasts  did  we  on  a  pleasant  morning  of  the  finfe 
week  in  June,  perform  similar  manoeuvres  rather  than  be  disappointed 
of  our  cruise,  and  once  we  had  to  bring  up  altogether,  and  drop  step  bj 
step,  as  it  were,  there  being  no  room  to  sheer  on  either  side  ;  but  oar 
perseverance  was  at  length  rewarded.  In  some  forty  minutes  from  the 
time  of  leaving  our  moorings  we  were  clear  of  the  Brst  batch  of  shipping, 
and  there  we  found  "  a  nice  little  breeze"  which  had  been  wuting  for 
us;  the  sails  filled  out  gently,  the  rudder  returned  to  its  duty,  the  dttin 
was  roussed  in^  the  anchor  catted,  the  loose  ropes  coiled  away,  and  the 
usual  cheerfulness  and  regularity  were  restored. 

It  is  remarkable  however  that  when  you  have  convinced  a  man  how 
easily  that  may  be  accomplished  which  he  was  disinclined  to  attempt^ 
he  is  always  the  more  ^posed  to  attribute  success  to  good  luek  than 
even  his  own  skill,  and  perhaps  he  is  not  altogether  wrong.  As  Mr. 
Whiffle  held  out  his  unreluctant  hand  for  a  <' tooth-full  of  brandy^  wfaidi 
I  tendered  to  him  after  the  scramble,  he  took  occasion  to  observe,  wUle 
trying  to  suppress  a  grin  of  satisfaction  '*  that  if  the  yacht  were  has  he 
wouldn't  have  taken  her  thro'  them  ships  in  a  calm,  with  sudi  a  raoe  of 
tide  running;  no!  not  if  any  body  had  o£Fered  him  fifty  pounds;**  Sucli 
expressions  must  be  taken  however  only  for  quantum  valent,  for  they 
are  sometimes  uttered  by  knaves,  who  for  half  the  sum  mentioned  would 
sell  father  and  mother,  and  throw  their  wife  and  children  into  the  bar- 
gain, **  tree,  gracious,  for  nothing." 

Not  that  I  would  be  understood  to  insinuate  anything  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  this  son  of  Neptune  in  his  domestic  affections  ;  on  tlie  ooii* 
trary,  I  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  him  as  a  sort  of  model-husbaod, 
and  the  last  man  likely  to  be  **  had  up"  for  any  undue  exercise  of  the 
marital  pren^tive. 

He  always  sent  part  of  his  pay  to  his  wife,  and  I  have  a  strong  in- 
pression  that  he  did  not  ask  leave  to  go  and  see  her  above  once  in  three 
months,  nor  did  he  ever  outstay  his  time  of  one  day,  including  a  joum^ 
of  some  sixty  miles  and  back  again,  from  which  I  drew  the  not  illogtcid 
inference,  that  if  there  was  any  bone  of  contention  between  their  *h 
did  not  often  come  to  a  quarrel  over  it;  and  of  what  could  a  wt&  h 
to  complain,  who  360  days  out  of  the  year  was  exempt  from  her  ho*** 
intrusions? 

Hiow  are  heroes  in  humble  life  on  whose  great  qualilaes  we  ^ 
fieqnently  look  with  a  kind  of  admiration,  from  a  secret  but  qd* 
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sense  of  our  own  mora]  inferiority,  and  something  of  this  sort  I  used  to 
feel  in  contemplating  the  cool  indifference  of  the  uneducated  Whiffle  to 
tile  minor  detail  of  family  affairs!  For  my  own  part  I  may  as  well  make 
a  clean  hreast  of  it,  and  confess  how  unworthy  I  am  of  being  put  in 
comparison  with  him.  Before  the  gentle  Mrs.  Touchstone,  not  exactly 
an  Audrey,  has  been  a  week  absent  at  the  sea-side  there  seems  to  be 
twenty  matters  of  no  importance  on  which  it  is  indispensable  that  I 
should  go  and  consult  her.  I  even  miss,  uncomfortably,  my  curtain 
lectures,  as  the  old  lady  did  her  murders,  when  she  got  too  blind  to  read 
the  newspapers.     In  fact 

**■         ■  desolata 


Yidentor  miht  omnia  :  cibi  etiam 
Mihil  me  juvant  cum  comedo  :  nam  nerrus  mihi  riget" 

Which  was  an  observation  made,  or  supposed  to  be  made,  some  years  ag^ 
before  an  Athenian  audience,  by  a  gentleman  similarly  circumstanced, 
and  it  is  really  a  consolation  to  find  that  there  were  as  great  noodles  in 
those  days  as  there  are  now,— but,  *'revefunis  d  nos  numtatuT  as  the 
French  say. 

It  was  a  lovely  morning,  and  by  ten  o'clock  we  were  passing  the  Nore 
against  the  flood  tide,  with  square-sail  set,  and  a  pleasant  breeze  at 
N.  W.  When  off  Heme  Bay  at  about  one  o^dock  we  observed  a  yawl- 
rigged  yacht  standing  in  towards  the  land  from  the  northward,  distant 
five  miles  on  our  larboard  bow,  and  by  the  time  she  had  got  into  our 
track,  and  steered  the  same  course  as  ourselves,  we  had  come  up  with 
her  considerably,  and  off  Margate  were  within  a  mile  of  her.  We  made 
her  out  with  the  glass  to  be  the  Alma,  Commodore  Lord  Al&ed  Pagety 
and  we  accordingly  hoisted  our  ensign  as  in  duty  bound.  It  had  now 
fallen  nearly  calm,  but  the  tide  being  in  our  favor  we  continued  to  drift 
towards  the  North  Foreland  in  company  with  several  small  coasters  and 
the  Alma,  which  was  a  little  in  advance  of  all,  and  in  this  order  we 
went  round  the  Long-Nose  buoy,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

When  we  were  abreast  of  Broadstairs  we  got  a  nice  air  of  wind  off 
the  land,  and  we  were  soon  up  with  the  Alma,  which  kept  farther  out 
and  probably  had  less  of  the  breeze.  As  the  shades  of  evening  fell  we 
lost  sight  of  her.  The  last  we  saw  of  her  was  somewhat  below  Rams* 
gate;  she  was  rather  abaft  our  larboard  beam,  distant  perhaps  half-a- 
mile;  and  little  did  we  think  as  the  fading  rays  of  the  setting  sun  were 
reflected  from  her  snowy  canvas,  that  never  would  that  sun  shine  upon 
lier  again. 

We  kept  well  in  with  the  land  to  avoid  the  strength  of  the  tide  which 
^vras  now  setting  to  the  northward,  and  it  was  eleven  o^clock  'ere  we  were 
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ibreMt  oi  Deal,  which  had  a  pretty  effect  with  its  bright  lights  aloog 
shore.  The  night  was  beautifblly  starlit  above,  but  dark  on  the  watery 
aad  the  frowning  promcMitory  of  the  South  Foreland  seemed  to  throw  its 
deep  shadows  over  every  object  between  ns  and  it.  The  breeie  at  half- 
past  eleven  had  got  to  the  northward,  and  rather  freshened  up;  w«  ood* 
sidered  ourselves  going  4|  to  5  knots,  and  had  opened  the  second  light 
of  the  Foreland,  when  a  loud  shout  ahead  attracted  our  notice!  In  a 
second  or  two  it  was  repeated  with  hasty  vociferation,  but  in  the  gloom 
of  the  land  we  could  disoom  nothing:  Whiffle,  however,  made  out  the 
words,  "  Nets  and  Starboard,^'  and  those  were  enough  for  a  sailor.  I 
was  at  the  helm,  as  he  had  been  stationed  forward  to  look  out,  and  my 
friend  Fairplay  had  placed  himself  in  the  starboard  rigging  for  the  same 
purpose,  that  being  our  dark  side.  I  immediately  hauled  four  or  five 
points  to  the  eastward  of  our  course,  and  presently  a  low  blade  object 
became  visible  to  leeward,  and  as  we  passed  it,  the  same  voice  wo  had 
previously  heard,  but  in  a  subdued  tone,  called  out  "  Thank  yei,  sir« 
Giood  night,  sir,  and  a  pleasant  voyage!"  This  explained  eveijtlung, 
we  had  been  near  running  into  a  fisherman's  nets,  and  bein^  on  his 
bright  side  he  had  made  us  out  against  the  spangled  sky,  long  before  we 
saw  him,  and  he  must  apparently  haye  known  we  were  a  yacht  hy  hia 
mode  of  addressing  us. 

After  this  little  incident  Fairplay  sent  Whiffle  below,  aa  it  vnm  Us 
eostom  to  use  his  crew  as  little  as  possible  in  fine  weather,  in  order  to 
Mserve  them  for  great  occasions;  and  then,  by  arrangement,  I  also  went 
to  bed,  as  I  knew  it  was  useless  to  dispute  with  him  for  the  middle  watdt 
which  he  always  took  himself;  and  that  the  reader  may  retire  alao^  we 
will  here  bring  this  long  chapter  to  a  close. 


(To  be  coniimied.) 
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REVIEW  01   THE  PAST  YACHTING  SEASON. 

**  Time  rolls  hU  ceaaeless  c<)urfle.    The  race  of  yore 

Who  danced  our  infancy  upon  their  knee. 
And  told  our  marvelling  boyhood  legend's  store, 

Of  their  strange  yentures  happ*d  by  hind  or  sea, 

How  are  they  blotted  from  the  things  that  be  I 
How  few  all  weak  and  withered  of  their  foroe. 

Wait  on  the  verge  of  dark  eternity. 
Like  stranded  wrecks,  the  tide  returning  hoarse. 
To  sweep  them  from  our  sight;  Time  rolls  his  ceaseless  Course/ 

LaDT  of  THB  LaKS. 

With  the  yachting  feason  of  1856  closes  one  of  the  most  brilliant  yean 
of  aquatic  sports  it  has  ever  been  our  pleasure  to  chronicle.  The  racing 
yachtsmen  have  had  ahundant  upportuuitiea  for  displaying  their  nautical 
akill,  and  exhibiting  to  public  amusement,  criticism  and  hme  their 
boasted  clippers:  whilst  the  crubing  yachtsmen  have  had  delightful 
weather  for  their  less  exciting  recreation,  and  have  added  to  the  gaiety 
and  countenance  of  regatta  scenes  by  endeavouring  to  outvie  each  other 
in  profuae  displays  of  vari^;ated  bunting!  and  but  for  the  heavy  gale  on 
the  20th  and  21st  of  August,  their  enjoyments  have  met  with  no  great 
obstacle.  In  mentioning  that  memorable  gale,  we  cannot  pass  it  over 
without  a  few  words  of  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate  wives  and  children 
of  the  poor  fishermen  who  met  with  watery  graves  off  the  southerly 
coasty  during  that  lamentable  storm.  We  can  ourselves  bear  testimony 
to  its  fury:  for  we  rode  it  out  at  anchor  in  the  Solent  after  finding  it 
perilous  to  lie-to  outside  the  island.  Hundreds  of  ships  were  more  or 
leas  injured  on  that  occasion.  Vessels  of  a  thousand  tons  and  upwards 
were  seen  with  their  sails  in  shreds:  several  with  the  loss  of  spars  and 
boats:  but  alas!  for  the  poor  fishermen,  they  lost  all — nets,  boats,  ves- 
sels, &c.^ — more  valuable  still;  dear  to  their  wives,  their  sons  and 
daughters — they  lost  their  lives.  In  the  midst  of  these  calamities  a 
match  was  sailed  on  the  Solent,  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  allude 
to  more  fully  in  the  course  of  our  review*  We  are  happy  to  find  on 
glancing  over  the  doings  of  the  past  season,  that  some  of  the  most 
spiritedly  contested  matches  on  record  havo  been  sailed  this  year:  and 
as  an  unavoidable  contrast,  some  also  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances of  stark  calms.  But  without  further  comment,  we  proceed  at 
once  to  note  the  most  distinguished  occurrences  at  the  sailing  matches 
of  1856. 

The  Royal  Thames  Yvcht  Club  was  the  first  to  commence  the  season. 
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(May  14th)»  by  ofFering  liberal  prizes  for  first  and  second  class:  tbe 
former  won  by  tbe  Amazon  beating  tbe  Eztravagana,  a  new  vessel:  and 
tbe  second  class  prize  was  gained  by  the  Thought  conquering  the  onoe- 
renowned  Secret  Each  match  was  well  contested,  ^with  plenty  of  wind 
to  show  tbe  nautical  abilites  of  the  respective  crews. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Club  first  match  followed  on  June  12th/  and 
if  any  of  the  little  ijeet  that  assembled  on  that  occasion  had  new  ropes 
^^  rigg^g  ^^t  required  stretching,  they  nerer  had  a  better  opportunity 
of  putting  it  to  the  test;  for  there  was  a  great  deal  too  much  wind  and 
sea  for  the  tender  ones,  and  the  more  sturdy  had  quite  enough  of  it  'ere 
the  race  was  run.  No  better  proof  could  hare  been  given  of  the  ab- 
surdity of  sailing  cranky,  over-masted,  over-done  machines  against 
wholesome  sea-going  craft,  than  the  result  of  this  famously  contested 
race.  Two  of  these  things  being  beaten  by  nearly  an  hour!  Such  Tes* 
seb  ought  to  sail  in  a  class  by  themselves,  because  in  very  fine  weather, 
when  the  wind  is  extremely  light,  they  invariably  beat  the  more  osefu} 
and  properly  constructed  yachts.  But  with  what  credit?  We  would 
not  give  a  marlinspike  for  their  laurels.  On  this  occasion  we  found  the 
Violet,  Little  Mosquito,  Flirt,  Silver  Cloud,  Veritas,  and  Rifleman,  at 
their  moorings,  waiting  for  the  signal  to  start.  Here  there  were  two 
new  vessels,  the  Flirt  by  Harvey  of  Wivenhoe,  and  the  Silver  Cloud  by 
Bauckham  of  Barking.  The  Violet  and  Little  Mosquito  are  both  wdl 
known  clippers,  but  Veritas  and  Rifleman  have  no  pretensions  to  mat^- 
sailing  in  anything  but  calms  and  cat'spaws.  Away  they  went  at  a  rush 
before  tbe  wind,  anything  will  run  free,  if  woke  up  well.  Yet  none  but 
the  good  ones  can  turn  back  in  the  teeth  of  a  dead  noser  with  credit  and 
renown,  and  so  it  proved  on  this  occasion.  Good  heavens!  how  the 
little  playthings  laid  along!  down  on  their  beam  ends,  lee  gunwale  neYer 
seen  for  the  hour  together;  all  under,  down  to  the  combtnga;  and 
eventually  sometimes  got  a  dip. 

*'  What  risks  the  folks  ran,  and  how  scared  they  all  be, 
Who  run  races  with  shipi  upon  the  deep  sea." 

The  yacht  with  the  most  sail  was  the  first  to  round  the  Chapman 
Head  on  the  run  down:  then  came  the  Flirt,  then  Violet,  Little  Mos- 
quito, Veritas,  and  Rifleman.  And  now  for  the  real  sailing:  the  other 
was  mere  child's  play.  The  Violet  in  a  very  short  time  convince  *  i 
beyond  all  doubt  that  she  was  unequalled  by  any  boat  in  the  ai;.  ; 
and  a  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Kirby  for  the  manner  in  w!  i 
he  sailed  her,  and  placed  her,  after  a  few  tacks,  from  his  position  of  t  1 
to  that  of  first.     The  Flirt  proved  herself  on  this,  her  first  f^ppet^        , 
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an  unmistakeable  clipper;  and  made  brilliant  efforts  to  pass  her  defiant 
opponent,  but  withont  success.  The  Little  Mosquito  and  Silver  Cloud 
were  well  matched,  but  not  to  be  compared  with  the  two  clippers  which 
nobly  led  the  fleet.  After  a  most  exciting  and  interesting  match  the 
prize  was  won  by  the  Violet:  Flirt  arriving  a  few  minutes  later. 

The  Royal  London  Club  had  a  turn  on  the  following  day  (June  13th)9 
but  despite  liberal  prizes  only  three  yachts  started^  viz.  Phantom  in  the 
first  class,  and  the  Kitten  and  Vampire  in  second  class.  The  wind  blew 
strong,  accompanied  by  heavy  showers,  and  the  affair  was  dispiriting.^ 
The  Phantom  of  course  received  the  first  prize,  and  the  Kitten  the  secondy 
although  the  arrived  about  seven  minutes  after  the  Vampire,  which  not 
having  been  measured  was  disqualified.  Here  the  proposed  certificate 
of  measurement  was  required.  How  long  the  want  of  system  is  to  last 
heaven  only  knows. 

The  next  day,  the  14th,  the  schooner  match  of  the  Royal  Thames 
Club,  rekindled  excitement  and  interest  amongst  the  lovers  of  good  sport. 
Considerable  speculation  was  astir  as  to  which  of  the  five  yachts  entered 
would  be  the  winner;  each  vessel  had  her  admirers:  but  the  LallaRookh, 
from  her  superiority  of  tonnage,  had  an  evident  advantage,  although  it 
was  a  time  race.  Of  the  others.  Wildfire,  Vestal,  Sappho,  and  Aqui- 
line, the  former  we  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  as  a  winner  on  other 
occasions.  The  latter,  which  is  an  exceedingly  pretty  vessel,  has  also 
gained  distinguished  honors  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Soon  after  the 
start  the  Lalla  Rookh  bounded  away  before  the  wind  with  a  good  lead, 
and  rounded  the  Mouse  light  about  a  mile  ahead  of  the  others,  which 
were  all  pretty  near  together.  They  then  laid  along  at  their  work,  and 
proceeded  to  turn  up  towards  the  place  from  whence  they  started.  The 
wind  was  strong  and  the  squalls  were  heavy,  so  that  Wildfire  and 
Sappho  reefed  their  sails.  The  Aquiline  g^eted  the  squalls  with  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  carried  her  topsails  without  inconvenience:  she 
passed  some  of  her  competitors,  and  went  into  the  second  place;  and  we 
really  thought  she  was  going  to  show  fight  to  the  Lalla  Rookh,  when, 
suddenly  she  fell  into  the  rear  and  appeared  benumbed;  nor  could  we 
account  for  such  behaviour  until  after  the  race  was  over,  when  we  were 
informed  she  was  found  to  have  upwards  of  a  ton  of  water  rolling  about 
her  bilge,  besides  which  her  captain  was  new  to  her,  and  had  altered 
her  trim.  Meanwhile  the  Wildfire  was  sailed  in  a  most  reckless  man- 
ner, her  foremast  wire  shrouds  had  given  way,  and  in  another  moment 
her  foremast  would  have  gone  by  the  board  had  not  Harbert,  her  sailing 
master,  put  her  about  on  the  other  tack  to  repair  the  'damages,  which 
done  ^  Go  it  Wildfire— go  it  Harbert, "  was  the  order  aboard  that 
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daring  litUe  schooner.  It  is  said,  risk  must  be  incurred  to  win  in  a  good 
sailing  nuitch;  and  certainly  if  it  ever  was,  it  was  on  board  the  Wildfire 
on  that  da^)  for  the  foremast  was  several  times  observed  bending  in  the 
most  threatening  manner.  Several  heavy  squalls  greeted  the  yachts 
during  the  day;  but  towards  evening  the  irind  fell  away:  and  this  moat 
spiritedly  contested  match  was  brought  to  a  close*  The  Lalla  Ro<^h 
arrived  five  minutes  ahead  of  the  Wildfire;  but  the  latter  being  entided 
to  time  for  disparity  of  tonnage,  was  declared  the  winner. 

We  always  turn  with  a  considerable  degree  of  pleasure  to  the  duings 
of  our  yachting  friends  in  the  Irish  waters:  for  there  we  meet  aoroe  of 
the  best  and  most  sailor-like  yachtsmen  in  the  land.  It  is  there  the 
proud  Cymba  displayed  her  incomparable  qualities  to  the  yachUng  world 
and  won  the  enviable  distinction  of  *'  Champion  of  the  Irish  Channel.** 
How  a  man  can  make  up  his  mind  to  dispose  of  a  favorite  yacht  in  its 
full  bloom  of  youth  and  glory  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine;  but  here  we 
fifid  this  celebrated  clipper  had  changed  hands  since  last  season,  and 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Brassey.  The  regatta  of  the  Royal  St. 
Greorge's  Yacht  Club  came  off  in  Dublin  bay  on  the  24th  of  June,  for  as 
purse  of  100  sovereigns.  We  found  the  following  yachts  contesting  the 
match:— Glance,  Cymba,  Cyclone,  Secret,  Coridie,  Vigilant^  and  Vic- 
toria. 

A  better  match  than  this  was  never  sailed;  each  yacht  appeared  to  be 
pressed  to  the  utmost  The  faultless  sailing  of  the  Glance  was  mvxh 
applauded;  but  not  more  so  than  the  majestic  style  of  the  champion, 
Cymba.  The  Coralie  would  have  been  well  up  at  the  finish  had  she 
not  carried  away  her  gaff.  Secret  and  Vigilant  had  some  gallant  stru^ 
glcs;  but  the  Cymba  completed  her  course  soonest  by  five  minutes; 
which  was  not  sufficient  to  entitle  her  to  the  prize. 

The  second  class  match  was  won  by  the  Surprise,  beating  Scud,  Keh- 
pie.  Flirt,  Fingal,  Waterlily,  and  Foam. 

The  day  following^  Weduesday  25th,  a  match  was  sailed  for  the  Royal 
Irish  Yacht  Club  prize  of  60  guineas  value.     We  found  the  Glance  and 
Cymba  again  in  desperate  conflict,  in  company  with  six  others;  amongst 
whom  the  unfortunate  Coralie;  which,    after  making   some   splendid 
efforts,  carried  away  her  topmast.  The  Cymba  put  on  her  best  exertions; 
but  the  Glance  stuck  so  close  at  her  heels  that  the  race  was  at  all  times 
doubtless;  added  to  which  there  was  not  sufficient  wind  for  the  Cyinl 
to  show  off  her  famous  qualities,  and  she  arrived  at  the  winning*  gc 
only  three  minutes  ahead  of  the  Glance.    The  Secret  being  third,  Fosl 
fourth.     The  Glance  was  therefore  the  victor. 

The  second  class  match   was  won  by  Atalanta  (27   tons)  beatL 
Waterlily,  Magiciao,  and  Albert. 
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The  match  for  the  Grand  Corinthiao  Cup,  value  60  guineas  presented 
bj  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  was  a  very  tame  affair, 
owing  to  the  lightness  of  the  wind.  The  Mosquito  was  the  fortunate 
winner,  beating  Cymba,  Coralie,  and  Cyclone. 

The  day  following  a  splendid  match  was  sailed  for  the  second  dass 
Corinthian  Cup,  by  the  yachts  Mabella,  Atalanta,  Vigilant,  Secret,  and 
Foam  ;  which  terminated  in  the  Vigilant  beating  all  the  others  and 
winning  the  cup. 

At  the  Mersey  Regatta  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  celebrated  little 
yacht  Surprise  proved  once  more  victorious,  beating  Spray,  Mirage  and 
GAide :  and  winning  the  ^0  prize. 

On  the  following  day  the  match  for  the  Mersey  Grand  Challenge  Cup, 
value  £140,  was  most  nobly  contested  by  the  seven  following  yachts,-** 
Mirage,  Coralie,  Surprise,  Cymba,  Spray,  Electric  and  Zillah*  Some- 
fine  sailing  took  place  in  this  match,  and  admirable  struggles  were  made 
by  Coralie  and  Cymba,  to  defeat  the  Surprise :  but  that  wonderful  little 
yacht  managed  to  save  her  time  and  win  the  cap,  although  the  Cymba 
arrived  12  minutes,  21  seconds  ahead  of  her.  The  Surprise  having  won 
this  cup  last  year  also,  it  now  became  the  absolute  property  of  her 
owner. 

We  must  not  omit  noticing  a  highly  interesting  match  of  the  Royal 
Thames  Yacht  Club,  which  came  off  on  the  28th  of  June  between  small 
yachts  for  a  prize  of  £30  value.  Nine  little  yachts  started  in  this  race, 
viz  :  Flirt,  Violet,  Quiver,  Julia,  Esk,  Silver  Cloud,  Camelia,  Wave 
and  Sea  Nymph.  One  of  this  little  fleet  (the  Quiver)  was  quite  new^ 
and  this  was  her  first  mateh.  There  was  very  little  wind  at  firsts  and 
the  7?fcht  most  f  >rtunate  in  getting  a  puff  took  a  temporary  lead  :  but 
again  and  again  they  were  almost  all  together  ;  and  on  ronnding  the 
steamer  four  of  the  yachts  passed  exactly  abreast  of  each  ocher,  so  near 
that  a  good  marsksman  might  have  sent  a  single  bullet  through  the  jibe 
or  mainsails  of  them  all.  The  Quiver  proved  herself  a  fast  beat  in  fine 
weather,  and  won  the  oup  by  56  seconds,  But  it'is  a  matter  ci  doubt 
as  to  whether  she  is  equally  fast  in  a  strong  wind  and  heavy  sea. 

There  is  at  Birkenhead  a  Model  Yacht  Club:  and  many  a  yachtsman 
has  taken  a  wrinkle  from  the  exquisite  little  vessels  which  annually  eon* 
tend  in  public  for  prizes.  Every  year  produces  ^  something  fresh*'  in 
the  art  of  Naval  Architecture  :  and  thus,  in  time,  it  is  hoped  eoasider* 
able  peifectidn  will  be  attained  from  their  praiseworthy  efforts.  A  very 
pretty  and  well  managed  match  was  sailed  by  members  of  this  Club  on 
the  26th  of  June  ;  when,  after  an  amusing  contest,  the  Spray  (a  little 
cutter  of  10  tons,  with  a  centre  board  keel)  won  the  prize,  beating  seven 
others.     The  prize  was  a  Silver  Cup,  of  the  value  of  £20. 


528  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

Now  for  the  performanoes  of  that  ancient  and  distinguished  body,  the 
Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club.  Whether  our  Irish  friends  had  overdone  them- 
selves with  aquatic  sports^  or  held  them  in  too  close  proximity  the  one 
with  the  other^  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  positively  :  but  certainly  the 
regattas  of  this  Club  were  not  so  well  attended  as  usual :  and  the  pro- 
posed match  for  yachts  of  50  tons  and  upwards  did  not  fill.  The  Com- 
mittee therefore  waived  the  restriction  and  admitted  yachts  down  to  20 
tons,  to  sail  a  time  race  for  the  purse  of  50  sovereigns.  The  Foam, 
Vigilanty  and  Mosquito  immediately  entered.  But  in  reducing  the 
limit  of  tonnage,  the  Committee  .neglected  to  restrict  the  yachts  all  to 
the  same  course:  the  consequence  was,  Foam  and  Vigilant  were  enabled, 
from  their  lighter  draught  of  water,  to  avoid  a  strong  tide;  which  tbe 
Mosquito  was  compelled,  frx>m  her  extra  draught,  to  beat  against.  With 
such  an  obstacle,  and  with  only  a  light  wind  to  assist  her,  the  Mosquito 
arrived  at  the  winning  goal  but  two  minutes  ahead  of  the  Foam,  aad 
three  of  the  Vigilant.  The  Foam  was  therefore  declared  the  winner. 
But  it  is  absurd  to  assert  that  the  Foam  is  in  any  respects  a  match*fer 
such  a  vessel  as  the  Mosquito;  and  we  cannot  join  in  the  "hearfy 
cheers"  which  hailed  her  the  victor  of  so  tame  a  race. 

The  second  class  match  for  a  prize  of  the  yalue  of  25  sorereigns  was 
won  very  creditably  by  the  Flirt,  18  tons,  Capt.  O'Bryen,  beating  Dove 
and  Imp. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  second  grand  match  of  the  Royal  Cork  was 
sailed  for  a  purse  of  40  sovereigns.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  match  betweea 
yachts  from  20  to  50  tons.  The  Glance,  Foam,  and  Vigilant  were  the 
only  yachts  entered;  but  the  owner  of  the  Mosquito  was  anxious  to  re- 
trieve her  laurels,  and  applied  to  the  Committee  to  admit  the  Mosquito 
to  sail  a  time  race  with  the  others :  but  this  was  objected  to,  and  we 
must  say  it  was  a  most  ill-natured  objection  towards  her,  considering 
that  without  a  moment's  ^hesitation,  on  the  day  before,  they  admitted 
vessels  of  inferior  tonnage  to  sail  against  her,  and  allowed  them  to  take 
undue  advantage  of  the  tide,  yet  now,  that  vessel  which  had  come  seve- 
ral hundred  miles  on  purpose  to  compete  with  her  Irish  rivals,  was  most 
unfairly  excluded.  However,  England  was  represented  in  the  match  by 
a  no  less  distinguised  craft  than  the  Glance;  and,  as  if  purposely  to  give 
her  Irish  friends  a  thorough  thrashing  for  their  lack  of  courtesy  towards 
a  stranger, 

"  She  stripped  her  limbs  to  such  array, 
As  best  might  suit  the  watery  way;** 

and  gave  them  such  a  taste  of  her  quality  as  they  will  never  forget!  '' 
not  as  long  as  yachts  are  yachts:  both  Vigilant  and  Foam  were  a 
pletely  vanquished.     The  Glance  won  the  cup  in  a  manner  quite  c 
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neterifttc  of  her  previoos  perfonnanoes.  We  hope  the  Committee  will 
take  a  bint  from  the  remit;  and  on  ftiture  oocaeione,  if  they  wish  to  see 
English  yaehts  at  Qaeenstown,  **  do  as  they  woald  he  done  by." 

The  Eastern  Coast  regattas  were  not  so  full  of  interest  this  year  as 
ulual,  owing  to  light  winds,  and  the  ahsenoe  of  many  of  the  fastest 
ra^ng  yachts.  At  Harwich  regatta,  which  came  off  on  the  9th  July,  a 
very  good  match  was  sailed  hy  Phantom  and  Amaaon,  indeed  it  was  a 
neck  and  neck  race  throughoot  the  day;  but  there  was  not  wind  enough 
to  make  it  exciting.  The  Phantom  won  the  prize  (a  silver  kettle  and 
lamp,  value  £60,)  by  fifteen  seconds  only  I 

The  schooner  match  at  Lowestoft  on  the  22nd  of  July,  was  sailed 
andsr  most  unfavorable  auspices;  there  being  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind. 
The  Lalla  Rookh  came  in  first,  and  was  entitled  to  the  first  prize.  The 
Aqoiline  being  second  won  the  second  prize.  Vestal  was  at  sea  all 
night.  This  match  was  therefore  entirely  devoid  of  interest.  A  very 
capital  match  was  expected  by  the  entries  of  Glance,  Maud,  Thought, 
and  Phantom  for  the  £30  prize,  but  was  a  very  tame  affair. 

On  arriving  at  Great  Grimsby  on  the  Humber,  we  find  another  calm; 
and  but  three  yachts  entered  for  the  80  guinea  cup,  vis:  Glance,  Rapid, 
and  Maud;  the  former  of  which  was  victorious.  We  were  much  grati- 
fied by  the  perusal  of  the  Hon.  Secretary's  letter  in  the  October  num- 
ber, which  we  hope  will  set  at  rest  the  unpleasant  feeling  that  was  ex- 
dted  at  the  time. 

At  the  regatta  at  Kingston  upon  the  Humber,  the  Amazon  won  the 
prtae^  value  100  guineas. 

At  the  Great  Yarmouth  Regatta  a  match  was  sailed  between  cutter 
schooners  for  a  purse  of  £50.  The  Amazon  won,  beating  Aquiline, 
JSotipse/and  Virion.  There  was  a  very  good  summer  breeze,  and  the 
naateh  was  not  without  interest,  but  the  cutter  Amazon  was  more  than 
A  match  for  schooners. 

The  Thame)  yachtsmen  were  again  fortunate  in  having  a  good  stiff 
breeXe  for  the  Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Match  on  the  i2th  of  July, 
for  a  purse  of  20  sovs.  for  the  first  yacht^  and  5  for  the  second.  This 
was  a  spirited  contested  match,  in  which  some  of  the  little  fleet  had 
^oite  as  much  wind  and  sea  as  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  especially 
'the  Little  Mosquito^  which  was  nearly  capsized  from  being  overdone 
with  sail.  The  Violet  won  the  first  prize,  having  beaten  the  second 
boat  (the  Valeotine)  10  minutes,  Julia  20  minutes,  and  Little  Mosquito 
23  minutes. 

'    We  must  DOW  turn  once  more  to  our  spirited  friends  of  the  Bhrken- 
jliMd  Model  Yacht  Club,  where  a  Challenge  Cup,  value  £94.  was  sailed 
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for  on  the  26th  of  July  by  the  following  little  model  yesseb  : — Clectrie, 
White  Squall,  Spirit,  Spray,  Phantom,  Maude,  Flirt,  Glide,  Zephyr. 
It  is  no  condescension  on  the  part  of  yachtsmen  and  owners  of  larger 
vessels  to  be  present  at  the  interesting  matches  of  this  little  dub  :  for  a 
prettier  scene  than  that  presented  on  thb  occasion  could  not  be'imag^ned. 
The  start  was  perfect,  and  the  whole  match  full  of  interest  and  excite- 
ment from  beginning  to  end.  Some  very  skilful  young  sailors  were 
aboard  some  of  the  little  boats.  The  Electric  was  the  winner  ;  beating 
Glide  but  a  few  seconds :  Maude  was  3L  very  good  third  ;  although  after 
leading  the  whole  fleet  during  the  greater  part  of  the  match,  she  touched 
the  ground  and  remained  fast  several  minutes.  Had  not  this  mishap 
occurred  it  is  probable  the  result  of  the  matdi  would  not  have  t^mi- 
nated  in  favour  of  the  Electric. 

Some  of  the  best  matches  of  the  season  have  been  sailed  at  the  Ue 
of  Man  Regatta  in  Douglas  Bay.  The  first  match  came  off  on  the  17th 
of  July,  when  we  found  the  following  yachts  at  their  starting  buoys, 
viz: — Mosquito,  Scud,  Gauntlet,  Coralie,  Odalisque  and  Albert.  It  is 
the  essence  of  aquatic  sports  to  witness  such  a  soul-stirring  match  as  the 
ond  of  which  we  are  now  writing.  The  daring  but  tiny  Scud,  actually 
challenged  the  Mosquito  to  a  beam  and  beam  race  ;  and  it  was  some 
minutes  ere  that  powerful  cutter  could  shake  off  the  astonishing  preten- 
sions of  her  little  opponent.  The  Coralie  behaved  admirably*  aad 
pressed  the  Mosquito  hard  at  the  first  flag-boat.  But  with  suoh  a  bieen 
the  famous  old  iron  cutter  had  nothing  to  fear  :  and  soon  shook  henelf 
clear  of  her  Irish  opponents,  and  was  never  again  overtaken  during  the 
match  :  but  every  tack  increased  her  lead,  and  she  won  the  race  eaBaiy, 
beating  the  Coralie  16  minutes,  and  the  others  considerably  ouMre. 

The  match  on  the  second  day  for  the  Isle  of  Man  Welcome  Gup  earn* 
off  under  equally  favourable  auspices;  the  Fairy,  Three  Swans,  Coralie^ 
Albert  and  Odalisque  contested  for  the  prize.  The  Three  Swans  is  a 
cutter,  built  by  Marshall  of  Ringsend ;  and  after  showing  some  very 
excellent  sailing  with  the  Coralie,  her  mast  went  by  the  board,  and  she 
was  a  helpless  wreck  upon  the  water.  The  owner  of  the  Odalisque,  on 
perceiving  the  misfortune  immediately  went  to  her  assistance  :  the 
duct  of  that  gentleman  is  the  more  praiseworthy,  because  at  the 
of  the  mishap  his  yacht  was  in  a  favourable  position  for  winning  the 
match,  and  was  gaining  rapidly  upon  the  leading  yacht.  The  rac 
minated  in  the  Coralie  arriving  first ;  the  cup  was  therefore  ar- 
te her. 

The  match  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  Challenge  Cup  value  £1^ 
off  on  the  26th  of  July.     Five  little  vessels  only  were  entered  i' 
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▼is:— Jalia,  Little  Mosqaito,  Invicta,  Eugenie  and  Flirt :  the  Invicta 
was  quite  new.  Thia  was  a  very  good  match  considering  the  lightness 
of  the  wind.  Julia  managed  to  get  ashore  for  a  few  minutes  on  the 
BIyth  Sand;  but  she  had  no  chance  with  the  Flirt,  which  yacht  seemed 
determined  to  win:  she  was  somewhat  recklessly  sailed,  although  with 
sailor-like  skill  and  precision.  The  Little  Mosquito  showed  up  well 
during  the  match,  and  was  only  beaten  by  the  winning  yacht  (Flirt) 
half  a  minute. 

A  regatta  was  held  at  Swansea  this  year,  on  the  29th  of  July,  when 
the  Member's  Cup  value  25  so  vs.  was  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  10  and  not 
exceeding  26  tons,  a  time  race.  The  following  cutters  were  entered  ; — 
Silver  Star,  Adiante,  Surprise,  lanthe  and  Vesper.  All  these  are  very 
well  known  in  the  yachting  world,  except  the  Silver  Star,  which  is  quite 
new,  and  of  all  the  unsightly,  cranky-looking  boats  we  ever  saw  she  is 
the  most  so.  A  lean  looking  copy  of  the  Margaret,  built  by  the  designer 
and  patentee  of  that  vessel.  Soon  after  the  start  it  was  clearly  apparent 
that  Silver  Star  was  considerably  overdone  with  sails  and  spars  ;  after 
the  second  round  she  retired  from  the  contest.  We  went  aboard  this 
mistaken  production  afterwards,  and  found  her  tecomodation  most 
cramped  and  uncomfortable  ;  in  fact  she  will  never  do  any  good  except 
in  light  weather,  for  she  is  not  fit  to  go  to  sea.  The  Surprise  won  the 
cap  after  a  spirited  contest  with  her  other  rivals  ;  Vesper  being  second, 
lanthe  third,  and  Adiante  last. 

The  match  on  the  second  day  for  the  Ladies'  Challenge  Cup,  value 
100  guineas,  to  be  won  three  times  in  three  different  years  by  the  same 
yacht  before  actual  ownership  be  given.  The  Cyclone,  Surprise,  Vesper 
and  Delvin  contested  in  this  match.  There  was  not  so  good  a  breeze  as 
on  the  previous  day,  particularly  after  the  first  round.  The  Surprise 
won  without  difficulty,  beating  Vesper  and  Cyclone  considerably. 

At  a  third  regatta  of  the  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  for  the  £50 
Challenge  Cup,  held  by  Mr.  Bowen,  (owner  of  the  model  yacht  Spray,) 
another  ably  contested  match  was  sailed  by  the  little  clippers  belonging 
to  this  Club.  The  Glide  managed  to  wrench  the  prize  from  the  (other- 
wise absolute  possessor)  the  Spray  by  ten  seconds  ordy  I  This  match 
was  also  as  full  of  excitement  as  the  previous  ones,  and  the  handling  of 
the  tiny  fleet  was  highly  creditable  to  those  in  charge. 

Now  for  the  Squadron,  Victoria,  and  Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club 
matches.  Every  one  remembers  with  regret  the  light  winds  and  stark 
calms  for  which  the  Isle  of  Wight  regattas  have  become  almost  prover- 
bial, so  tliat  the  sailing  matches  in  those  waters  have  been  uninteresting 
to  the  public.     But  this  season  their  aquatic  frolics  have  been  under  far 
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better  managemeat,  ftad  JEoliu  has  al  last  smiJad  upoa  them,  and  tbqr 
have  had  plenty  of  wind  for  most  of  their  races:  some  of  which  have 
been  the  best  ia  the  Solent. 

The  fint  of  these  matches  oame  off  on  the  5th  of  August  for  H.R.H. 
Prince  Albert's  cup,  value  100  guineas.  The  Marttana,  Caprioe,  Extra* 
Taganza,  and  Aurora  were  the  only  jschts  to  contest  for  this  valuable 
prize.  It  was  a  trying  day  for  racing  on  account  of  the  variaUeuesa  of 
the  wind.  The  Extravaganza  made  some  bold  and  well  intended  ^fiorts, 
and  although  it  was  very  tantalizing  to  be  hampered  £ot  want  of  more 
wind,  the  exertions  on  behalf  of  that  yacht  were  not  thrown  away.  The 
Aurora  and  Maritana  both  made  good  sailing;  and  but  for  the  light 
breezes  it  would  have  been  a  better  match.  The  £xtravagaiHEa  was 
declared  the  winner. 

The  9th  of  August  was  the  adjourned  day,  on  which  Her  Ms^ty^s 
Cup,  value  100  guineas,  was  sailed  for  in  a  splendid  breeae  by  the  fol- 
lowing schooner  yachts, — Lalla  Bookh,  Urania,  Gloriana,aod  VUdiig. 
This  was  a  noble  race:  the  Lalla  Bookh  and  Gloriaoa  were  the  leading 
yachts,  and  appeared  to  be  very  evenly  matched,  but  the  former  nsade  a 
great  error,  by  attempting  an  ill-judged  raauceuvre,  when  off  Bioftead, 
by  which  she  threw  away  her  chance.  The  sailing-master  of  the  GW- 
riana  perceiving  the  advantage  to  be  gained  upon  her  powerful  rival  bj 
that  error,  immediately  embraced  this  opportunity;  and  from  that  mo- 
ment the  Gloriana  declared  to  win ,  and  on  pasfiiag  the  dub-hoase  was 
found  to  have  a  lead  of  four  minutes.  The  Lalla  Rookh  appeared  h^ly 
exasperated  at  this  unexpected  advantage^  imd  made  redoubled  efibrta  to 
reclaim  her  position  ;  and  certainly  she  showed  her  lival  that  the  cap 
was  in  jeopardy  had  tlie  race  continued  a  short  ^me  longer  ;  for  at  the 
conclusion  it  was  found  the  Gloriana  arrived  but  a  few  seconds  ahead  ai 
her  magnificent  opponent.  The  eup  was  therefore  won  by  the  Gloria 
and  is  the  third  of  Her  Majesty's  Cups  Mr.  Gee  has  won  with  the  i 
yacht. 

A  wag  was  heard  to  remark  on  hearing  this.  **  The  tkini  of  Her 
Majesty's  Cups  d'ye  say?  An'  faith  if  you  give  hies  time  I  dare  aay  keH 
win  the  whole  set,  tea-tray  an'  ail;  and  then  Her  M^esty  and  the  Priaica 
must  feed  out  of  the  saucers." 

The  next  match  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  was  a  highly  kofMU!*- 
tant  one,  for  a  prize  of  ^109,  open  to  all  yachts,  English  and  Forei  i, 
of  S5  tons  and  upwards.  No  less  than  ten  celebrated  English  yi  to 
were  assembled  on  the  morning  of  August  H  th  to  compete  for  tlua  |l  b^ 
viz  :<— Cyclone,  Glance,  Mos^uito^  Extravaganza,  Auiaaon,  WlhAi  % 
Vestal,  Lulworth,  Whirlwind  and  Arrow.     The  only  thing  to  barer     fc- 
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ted  was  the  ithienoe  of  a  good  iMreese :  but  with  such  as  then  was  away 
weot  the  snowy  fleetj  in  picturesque  style,  the  wind  light  and  baffling  6» 
fome  time.  But  ewntually  a  breeoe  &vouffed  theot  and  the  ezoikansAi 
of  the  aateh  conuneneed.  Whirlwind  was  first  ronnd  the  Kab^  theo 
Arrow,  Lulworth,  Glance  and  Amaaon.  Whirlwind  wm  still  leadisg 
when  she  carried  away  her  eross-trees  aad  jib^haUiarda.  The  Airow 
passed  her  during  her  grie(  and  was  not  again  overtaken  during  the 
laee.  The  Glaaee  had  passed  all  her  opponents,  save  Arrow  and  Whirl- 
wind, and  appeared  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  save  her  time  with 
the  big^ones.  She  had  82  minutes  to  receive  from  the  Arrow,  eooae* 
quently  the  Glance  was  deeUred  the  wiimer,  with  fonr  mimitQs  awl  a 
half  to  spare. 

This  match  was  succeeded  on  the  foBowing  day  by  the  Sottthem 
Taoht  Club  schooner  match,  fbt*  a  purse  of  £40,  which  was  won  by  the 
Wildfire,  she  had  no  other  opponents  than  the  Wasp  and  YetUd,  camm* 
quently  the  race  was  her  own  from  begioBing  to  end. 

The  best  auteh  of  the  day  was  for  the  pwrse  of  40  sovs.  which  was 
contested  by  Eztcavagaoaa,  Cyclone,  Amaaon,  Phantcm  and  Glaoea* 
This  was  an  adostrable  mateh;  four  of  the  yachts  being  renowned  naeers, 
the  Cyclone  cut  but  a  aorry  figure  amongst  them  :  she  has  no  pmtao* 
aions  to  saiMog  with  soch  vessels  as  wens  opposed  to  her.  The  Grknce 
wns  last  ^  starting^  but  qniekly  redeemed  Imt  position  and  took  a  pffo* 
ininent  pari  in  the  race,  which  was  as  good  and  spirited  an  one  as  wie 
liave  seen  during  the  whole  seaaon.  The  Amaaon  completed  her  coune 
1  minute  44  seconds  sooner  than  Glance,  but  the  latter  having  to  seeeive 
an  allowance  of  time  from  her  opponent,  was  declared  the  winner* 

The  sports  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  coaamenced  cw  the  18th 
of  August,  and  in  right  good  earnest :  lor  it  blew  half  a  gale  ;  and  <mt 
of  the  five  yachts  entered  ior  the  match*  only  two  showed  themselves  nt 
their  stations,  via:  Arrow  and  Mosquito.  Here  then  were  two  of  the 
finest  and  most  renowned  cutters  in  the  woz4d  contending  in  a  gale  of 
wind  and  heavy  sea.  A  more  soul-^tirraag  race  was  never  sailod  :  the 
daring  vessels  plunged  headlong  at  the  waves,  and  foamed  along  at  an 
netoutiding  pace  z  ivckles^y,  but  manfully  they  struggled  for  pride  of 
place :  the  Arrow  l^eld  it  for  a  long  time,  wlien  a  tf  rasA  pot  a  stop  to 
Jier  career;  her  mas(«  aails,  and  rigging  had  gone  over  her  fee  Mirarioi, 
and  the  race  was  over.  The  Mosquito  was  quidcly  attending  upon  her, 
and  took  the  noble,  but  ilUfated  cutter  in  tow,  and  brooght  her  to  her 
moorings.  The  priee  was  afterwords  awarded  to  tibe  Mosquito.  Every 
one  present  regretted  ao  unfortunate  a  conclusion  to  one  of  the  heat 
matohes  of  the  season. 
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,  The  match  on  the  day  following  for  the  Commodore  and  Vioe-commo- 

j  dore's  Cup  was  under  very  different  circumstances,  for  instead  of  rough 

i  waters  and  strong  winds  there  was  but  a  steady  gaff-top-sail  breeze  and 

smooth   water.     Thought  sailed  remarkably  well,  and  won  the  prixe; 

beating  Extravaganza,  Hesperus,  and  Haidee. 

The  same  day  the  schooner  match  was  sailed  for  the  Club  prize,  value 
£60,  but  there  was  not  sufficient  wind  to  make  this  match  interesting. 
The  Maraquita  maintained  the  lead  throughout,  and  eventually  won  the 
prize,  by  beating  her  nearest  rival  more  than  half  an  hour.  But  the 
owner  of  the  Georgiana  entered  a  protest  against  her,  because  she  had 
*' topped  her  boom  before  the  starting  gun  was  fired. ^'  A  more^simple 
and  frivolous  objection  we  have  seldom  heard  of,  and  we  regret  to  add 
that  the  Committee  viewed  it  as  a  fatal  objection  to  the  Maraquita's 
right  to  the  prize  ;  and  actually  awarded  it  to  the  Greorgiana,  aJthoagli 
that  yacht  had  been  thoroughly  beaten  by  upwards  of  half  aQ  liour. 
This  is  really  too  much  like  <*  splitting  hairs"  and  altogether  an  un-eailor 
like  decision.  The  Maraquita  was  evidently  wrong  in  topping  her  boom: 
but  what  advantage  did  she  gain  by  it  ?  Certainly  not  htdfa  mmmiei 
therefore  taking  into  consideration  that  she  beat  the  other  haif  an  hour, 
the  protest  ought  to  have  been  thrown  overboard. 

We  now  come  to  that  perilous  event  the  2l8t  of  August ;  when,  m 
one  of  the  heaviest  summer  gales  ever  experienced  on  the  south  ooast^ 
a  match  was  sailed  by  cutters  and  schooners  for  the  Queen's  Cup,  valiie 
100  guineas.  The  following  yachts  came  cautiously  to  the  starting 
buoys  : — Maraquita,  Georgiana,  Extravaganza,  Zouave,  Whirlwind  and 
Benita. 

This  was  such  a  day  as  when  cutters  are  completely  overpowered  by 
schooners.  With  the  gale  at  its  fury  (although  not  quite  so  heavy  as 
on  the  night  previously)  the  signal  was  given  to  start.  Every  yacht 
was  snugly  reefed.  The  Whirlwind  and  Extravaganza  were  sailed 
under  their  trysails.  It  was  a  truly  grand  scene,  as  these  daring  vessels 
dashed  wildly  over  the  foaming  waters  ;  the  spray  flying  half  mast  high 
at  every  dash  ;  the  yachts  reeling  and  pitching  under  the  fury  of  the 
blast  Maraquita  proved  herself  a  real  clipper  on  this  occasion  ;  and  not 
less  so  did  the  Whirlwind  cutter,  which  is  unmistakeably  a  splendid  vessel. 
The  seamanship  displayed  on  board  all  the  vessels  in  the  match  was  '*«- 
oellent :  and  no  serious  accident  occurred  to  any.  On  the  second  ro\  I 
the  gale  abated  considerably,  reefs  were  shaken  out ;  and  then  ) 
Whirlwind  appeared  like  a  greyhound  let  loose,  and  gained  upon  ]  r 
powerful  rival ;  but  not  enough  to  endanger  the  Maraquita*s  chance  f 
winning.     This  famous  match  was  concluded  by  the  Maraquita  arriv      ; 
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ftt  the  wianbg  goal  but  half  a  minute  ahead  of  the  Whirlwind  ;  6eor- 
giana  being  Beven  minutes  later,  and  Zouave  sixteen.  Maraquita  was 
therefore  entitled  to  the  cup  independent  of  time  allowance  by  Ackers's 
scale. 

At  the  Holyhead  Regatta  on  the  5th  of  August,  the  Surprise  won 
the  Stanley  Cup,  after  a  very  amusing  match,  beating  Ranger,  Water 
Lily,  and  Kelpie. 

And  now  for  our  Welsh  friends,  whom  we  joined  at  Carnarvon  :  the 
60  gninea^Cup  sailed  for  in  that  picturesque  locality,  under  a  most  trying 
days'  sailing,  when  there  was  not  wind  enough  to  bring  out  the  beat 
qualities  of  the  yachts.  The  Surprise  won,  beating  Foam,  Coralie  and 
Kelpie.  In  the  second  class  match  on  the  same  day  the  Scud,  a  new 
little  cutter,  built  by  Fife  of  Fairlie  won  the  prize,  beating  Circe,  Mi- 
rage and  Lapwing* 

The  match  of  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club  for  the  60  guinea 
plate  was  ably  contested  ;  and  amongst  the  competitors  were  two  new 
yachts  built  by  Fife :  the  Crusader,  30  tons,  and  the  Oithona,  80  tons. 
The  other  yachts  engaged  in  the  match  were  Foam,  Sophia,  Coralie 
and  Stella.  It  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  not  more  wind 
to  display  the  relative  qualities  of  these  £ne  vessels:  but  with  a  steady- 
gaff-top-sail  breeze  the  match  was  very  interesting.  The  Oithona 
maintained  the  lead  throughout,  and  arrived  26m.  23s.  ahead  of  the 
aeoond  yacht  (the  Crusader).  The  plate  was  therefore  gallantly  won 
by  the  Oithona. 

The  day  following  we  found  the  same  yachts  (excepting  Sophia)  en- 
gaged^in  a  match  for  the  Dunoon  Cup,  value  £60.  The  wind  was  lighter 
than  on  the  day  previously.  The  Crusader  sailed  beautifully,  and  beat 
all  her  rivals.  But  the  cup  has  not  been  given  up  to  her  because  the 
match  was  not  concluded  within  the  time  stipulated  by  the  conditions* 

The  Scud  was  again  victorious  in  the  second  class  match. 

The  Greenock  Corinthian  cup,  value  £60  was  sailed  for  on  23rd  of 
August,  by  yachts  Stella,  Coralie,  Crusader,  and  Scud.  The  Crusader 
won,  after  a  very  spiritedly  contested  match. 

At  the  Torbay  regatta  on  the  26th  August,  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
witness  two  famous  matches,  by  some  of  the  most  celebrated  yachts  of 
the  day.  The  first  class  match  for  the  50  sovereigns  was  contested  be- 
tween Mosquito  and  Extravaganza.  The  weather  was  most  propitious, 
there  being  a  good  steady  gaff-topsail  breeze  throughout  the  day;  but  not 
enough^for  the  sturdy  Mosquito  which  was  compelled  to  succumb  to  the 
Extravaganza.  In  the  second  class  match  the  Glance  beat  the  Thought, 
Secret  and  Phantom. 
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At  the  TeigDtnoaeh  re^lta  mi  the  28th  of  AtignH,  the  Olanee  Mred 
her  time  with  the  Meeqaito,  and  won  tlie  pane  of  80  eo^eveigns. 

At  the  Brighton  schooner  match  for  the  £100  prbe^  the  Wildfire  had 
no  other  opponents  than  Georgiana  and  Vestal,  when  she  of  course  won 
the  pfite;  and  gave  them  both  a  thorough  dressing. 

At  the  Poole  regatta  the  Extraragansa  sailed  best  dnriog  the  earlj 
part  of  the  match;  but  afterwards  Glance  passed  her  and  arrived  first. 
The  Extravaganaa  got  aground  before  the  eoneluston  of  the  race.  The 
seeond  daas  match  caused  a  dispute  between  the  owners  of  the  Era  and 
Vampire,  the  priae  having  been  awarded  to  the  former,  which  Mr. 
Wheeler  denies  she  is  entitled  to.  Both  ownera  assert  thej  are  rights 
and  there  the  matter  unsatisfiictoril  j  rests. 

The  Plymouth  regatta  was  held  on  the  2nd  September:  a  very  good 
match  was  sailed  between  Maraquita,  Mosquito,  and  Wildfire  for  tke 
Town  Plate,  value  £70.  The  Mosquito  beat  the  Wildfire  four  mtnutee; 
but  the  prise  was  awarded  to  the  latter  on  aeooimt  of  tonnage  allowance. 
Secret  gained  a  priae  here,  beating  Fawn  and  Elfid. 

The  match  at  Dover  for  the  £30  priae  was  well  sailed,  and  desperately 
eotitested,  by  the  Thought  and  Phantom;  and  at  the  conclusion  there 
was  but  seven  seconds  difference  ef  time  betwe«i  them:  the  latter  har* 
iDg  half-a-minute  to  receive  waa  entitled  to  the  prise. 

At  the  Royal  Wear  Yacht  Club  match  at  Sunderland,  on  the  3rd  of 
September,  for  a  gold  cup,  value  80  guineas,  the  Amaaon  waa  an  easy 
winner,  beating  Gadfly  and  Vision. 

At  the  Bristol  Channel  regatta  held  at  Weston-Saper-Mere^  m  the 
lOtb  September,  one  of  the  most  stirring  matches  on  reoovd  was  aailed 
between  cutters  and  schooners,  for  a  prize  of  the  value  of  50  goineaa. 
The  Bonita,  Aquiline,  Silyer  Star,  and  Cyclone^  were  the  competing 
vessels*  The  course  wad  a  most  severe  one,  on  aceount  of  the  danger- 
ous rapidity  with  which  the  tide  runs  in  some  parts  of  the  Severn;  the 
wind  Was  heavy,  and  there  was  besides  a  nasty  short  sea.  The  Cyelone 
led  at  first,  but  was  soon  compelled  to  yield  to  the  powerful  qualitea  of 
the  Aquiline;  which  vessel  was  never  afterwards  overtaken,  althoc^li 
the  most  desperate  and  reckless  efforts  were  made  on  the  part  <if  tihe 
others  to  eome  up  with  her.  The  Cyclone  with  less  judgment  than 
prudeaee,  had  a  jib  stowed  on  her  bowsprit,  in  addition  to  the  one  t^ 
was  iaiUng  under:  the  consequence  was  that  in  soch  a  sea,  it  was  twi 
washed  c&  Tins  spirited  race  was  coaeliided  by  the  A^ine  beets 
Gyclotae  forty<K>ne  minutes  and  a  half. 

Having  now  broi^ilit  out  review  of  the  season  to  a  close,  we  : 
our  comments  upon  the  most  striking  events  until  a  ibtwe  number* 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  HUNTS  YACHTING  MAGAZINR 

**  Much  Is  the  duty— flmall  the  legal  due. 
And  thii  with  grateM  minds,  we  keep  in  view." 


Sir.— The  cuokoo  migrmted  long  ago  to  nobody  knows  where,  the  bw«1- 
lows  are  gone  to  spend  their  Christmae  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  tfie 
season  for  aquatic  g^pseying  is  over,  and  it  is  high  time  for  yachting  ntm 
to  retire  into  iheboaom  of  their  fiimilies  (winter  qusftiers),  and  betake 
themselves,  if  they  will,  to  literature  and  the  cultiyation  of  yonr  Maga- 
zine. 

Impressed  with  the  conviction  that  many  of  us  have  been  somswhat 
more  negleetftd  of  our  duly  towards  our  neighbour,  and  to  yon,  than 
we  ought  to  be,  I  ha^e  devoted  the  evening  of  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber^  to  overhauling  some  of  your  back  numbers,  and  commencing  this 
diatribe.  Yon  have  often  invited  us  to  eome  forward  and  give  an 
account  of  ourselves  in  print,  and  posdbly  even  an  epistle  from  me  may 
find  fovor  in  your  sight,  though  as  brother  Jonathan  says,  I  hardly 
know  *^  how  to  fix  it!"  I  can  keep  a  log,  take  an  observation,  find  the 
longitude  and  oorreot  a  reckoning.  I  can  even  work  a  tranverse  with  Tom 
Cox  himself,  I  am  apprehensive  however,  that  these  are  only  indiifeieat 
qualifications  for  pxesenting  myself  among  the  wits  who  occasiooaily 
shine  so  brilliaQtly  in  the  pages  of  your  publication.  But  every  accom- 
plishment I  am  told  must  have  a  beginning,  and  in  most  commonitiee 
there  are  few  they  say  who  have  not  to  be  tderated  before  they  are 
admired. 

It  is  possible  too  that  writing  for  the  press  is  like  snipe  shooting — **Fvte 
away  my  boy,^  my  worthy  tutor  in  that  art  used  to  say  to  me,  "  ne?^ 
mind  how  often  you  miss  ^em!  by«aad-by  you  will  cat<Ji  the  knack  and 
then  your  shot  will  takeeffisct''  That  is  how  it  happens,  I  presume  that 
some  of  your  practised  bands  pliunp  a  paper  pellet  into  the  centre  of 
your  Magazine  sometimes,  as  if  they  would  blow  up  the  whole  ccmoem, 
and  yourself  along  with  it;  but  my  views  are  less  ambitious^  and  already 
I  begin  to  think  I  had  better  abandon  this  metaphorical  style  before  I 
get  out  of  my  depth,  and  find  myself  sinking  beyond  your  power  to  save 
me,  and  so  with  your  leave  Mr.  Editor  we  will  begin. 

"But  how  the  subject  theme  may  gang. 
Let  time  and  chance  determine. 
Perhaps  it  may  torn  out  a  sang, 
Perhaps  turn  out  a  sermon." 

All  I  shall  say  further  in  the  way  of  exordium  is,  that  if  any  res 
dislikes  it  he  may  write  you  the  next  letter  himself. 
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A  gentiemao,  who  has  since  afforded  ns  much  pleasure  by  his  ag^ree- 
able  chronicle  of  a  "  Cruise  through  the  Pentland  Firth,"  was  rather 
seyere  on  your  work  in  his  Introductory  Chapter,  (see  page  610)  of 
your  third  volume  :  where  he  denounces  regattas  altogether,  and  is 
indignant  that  the  Maga  should  hefiUed  up  with  twice*laid  accounts  of 
them,  which  he  says  "  nobody  ever  cares  to  look  at."-— I  thought  at  the 
time  it  was  ill-natured  of  him  to  say  so,  but  very  good-natured  of  you 
to  print  it:  and  with  erery  wish  to  see  some  important  improvements 
introduced  into  our  representative  periodical,  I  by  no  means  desire  such 
a  total  revolution  in  its  table  of  contents,  as  his  oriticism  suggests,  nor 
would  it  I  think  be  satisfactory  to  yachtsmen  in  general. 

Everything  in  the  shape  of  Hews  is  of  course  caught  up  by  the  papers 
long  before  a  monthly  publication  can  bring  it  forward,  but  is  it  any 
objection  to  an  article  in  Blackwood  or  the  Quarterly  "on  the  political 
situation  of  the  country,"  that  all  the  fJEicts  of  the  argument ^^have  been 
bandied  about  and  discussed  on  all  sides  by  the  newspapers  during  the 
whole  previous  month?  But  especially  in  a  work  devoted  to  the  pro- 
motion of  a  particular  pursuit,  should  we  have  faithful  and  oonsecutiva 
summaries  of  all  the  public  proceedings  relating  to  it! 

A  newspaper  is  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow,  and  even  if  we  pre- 
serve the  one  which  gives  a  special  account  of  our  own  yacht's  success, 
there  is  something  vain-glorious  and  undignified  in  producing  it  on 
every  occasion  as  if  that  was  a  wonder  which  we  ought  to  regard  as  a 
mere  agreeable  circumstance.  But  with  the  set  of  Yachting  Magazines 
on  our  shelves,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  yachtsman,  worthy  of 
the  name,  is  without  them,  we  can  with  more  modesty  refer  a  friend  to 
them  for  the  history  of  our  racing  exploits;  because  there  they  are  seen 
in  juzta-position  with  those  of  our  confreres.  It  is  true  that  our  defeats 
are  recorded  there  too,  but  what  of  that  Mr.  Editor?  we  made  a  spirited 
effort!  and  I  should  have  but. a  poor  opinion  of  that  owner^s  eloquence 
who  could  not  soon  convince  a  country-cousin,  and  almost  himself  too, 
that  the  other  fellows  had  the  narrowest  escape  in  the  world  of  being 
*'  licked  all  to  pieces!" 

But  while  I  advocate  the  continuanc0  of  this  system  as  indispensable 
to  your  Magazine,  I  am  disposed  to  agree  with  the  critic  I  have  alluded 
to,  that  it  at  present  occupies  far  too  large  a  section  of  your  pages  I  and 
I  hope  the  day  is  not  distant  when  instead  of  the  broad  type,  and  ample 
space,  which  you  now  allow  it,  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  compress  it 
all  into  an  appendix  on  account  of  the  flood  tide  of  more  interesting 
literature,  which  will  set  in  steadily  towards  your  columns. 

It  is  perhaps  impossible  to  give  an  agreeable  variety  to  descriptions 
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in  which  the  same  series  of  expressions  musfc  constantly  reeuTy  and  it 
requires  all  the  perseyerance  of  a  yachtsman  at  times  to  &oe  theno,  and 
posh  through  them,  which  he  does  manfully,  as  he  would  throngli  a 
head  sea  at  the  Nore,  in  a  strong  easterly  wind.  But  the  leas  enthu- 
siastic reader  will  scarcely  be  so  indulgent,  and  may  be  expected  to  fed 
something  of  what  the  auihor  of  Vathek  expressed  when  detained  at 
Falmouth  by  contrary  winds  on  a  yoyage  to  the  souih  of  Europe,— 
**  How  tired  I  am"  said  he,  ^^  of  the  language  of  the  compass,  of  wind 
shifting  to  this  point,  and  veering  to  the  other,  of  gfdes  springing^  up, 
and  breezes  freshening,  of  rough  seas,  clear  berths,  ship  driving,  and 
anchors  lifting!  Oh  that  I  were  rooted  like  a  tree  in  some  sheltered 
comer  of  an  inland  valley,  where  I  might  never  hear  more  of  salt  water 
or  sailing  P 

Contemptible  as  these  spoonified  sentiments  may  seem  to  us  at  this 
day,  even  yachtsmen  themselves  get  weary  of  toujours  perdrix,  and  now 
that  the  long  winter  evenings  are  come  we  hope  you  will  supply  us  wUh 
a  larger  share  of  amusing  literature,  and  less  of  those  discussions  about 
shifting  ballast,  uncertain  measurement,  the  ghosts  of  departed  regattas^ 
and  other  matters  which  belong  exclusively  to  the  racing  calendar.  For 
this  season  at  least  we  may  almost  say-— with  a  slight  paraphraae  of  a 
graceless  grace,  aUributed  to  Old  Joe— 

Of  Clippers  bought,  of  clippers  sold. 
Of  clippers  new,  of  dippers  old. 
Of  clippers  tender,  dippers  tough. 
We  thank  the  Lord  we've  had  enough  1 

What  has  become  of  '^Vale-de-Gabia"  f  has  he  taken  El  ultimo  vale7l 
Is  ibe  ^  Banshee"  spirited  away  to  some  other  periodical  ?  and  has 
«Vasco  de  Gama"  gone  in  search  of  another  route  to  India?  and  the  gen« 
tleman  with  the  quadrangular  Dutch  name,  Mynheer  ''Vanderdecken,* 
won't  he  come  on  deck  again  ?  It  is  a  long  time  since  he  left  it; 
Then  there  was  '*  Robinson  Crusoe''  who  despatched  a  seven  months 
foreign  voyage,  in  about  as  many  pages,  without  a  word  of  what  Fat 
ca\U  A  **  dissoltUe  island*'!  and  '<  Touchstone"  who  contrived  to  carry 
us  agreeably  through  several  Chapters  in  a  three  days  **  Home  Cmiae  " 
over  ground  with  which  we  are  many  of  us  as  well  acquainted  as  inA 
the  road  from  Hyde  Park  comer  to  the  Bank  1 

But  especially  I  must  mention  '<  The  Veteran  Yachtsman," — I  pioteet 
his  description  of  the  crossing  of  the  ridge  by  the  dilapidated  pathway 
at  St  Helena  absolutely  made  me  giddy!  And  that  other  yachtsman, 
who  renewed  his  pleasant  ^  Tarns"  in  your  last  March  number,  after 
we  had  given  him  up^  like  the  lost  Pleiad,  for  yeara.    Has  *'Cliqpper- 
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Claw**  no  more  Irish  reminiscences  for  us?  We  heartily  forgive  him 
his  salmon  poaching,  for  the  amasing  way  In  which  he  told  his  story, 
but  what  an  unfortunate  cognomen  he  has  adopted  I  Then  there  is 
the  learned  pundit  "Summooa  Juga,"  who  has  secured  a  prominent  place 
in  your  necrology  for  a  late  eminent  American  ship-builder.  Nor  must 
I  pass  by  the  persevering  "  Tommy  Bluff  bow"— still  blooming  in  your 
pages  like  a  Michaelmas  daisy.  I  have  set  him  down  as  a  yachtsman  of 
Uie  Sister  Isle,  because  he  seems  never  to  be  happy  unless  when  he  b 
racing,  or  fighting,  or  kissing  the  girls  ! 

But  it  would  take  too  much  of  my  time  and  your  space  were  I 
to  enumerate  more  particularly  the  writers  who  have  variously  enter- 
tuned  us  in  your  Magazine.  I  dare  say  I  have  even  omitted  some  of 
the  best  of  thom, — the  owner  of  the  Pet  for  instance,  who  has  deserted 
you  for  the  Row;  but  he  will  come  back  to  you  yet!  and  I  may  men- 
tion the  unassuming  signature  of  '^  A.  Y.''  appended  to  a  "  Cruise  to  the 
head  of  Loch  Etive,"  in  your  October  number,  which  appears  to  me  a 
worthy  example,  literary  and  literally  for  the  rest  of  us.  But,  Sir,  as 
yachtsmen  are  the  only  modem  representatives  of  the  knight-errants 
of  old,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  fraternity  to  which  I  belong,  if  I  took 
my  leave  of  you  without  offering  my  homage  to  the  fair  lady  who  has 
done  us  the  honor  to  come  among  us  on  your  introduction.  Methinks 
however,  that  like  Medora^s,  Fanny ^s  song  is  sad; — she  speaks  also  of  her 
*'  loves  of  old,"  and  yet  I  cannot  but  believe  that  she  is  very  loveable 
still.  I  have  all  a  sailor^s  veneration  for  the  rim  of  a  petticoat,  and  in  a 
nautical  sense  something  of  the  habits  of  the  Welsh  harper— 

•*  Over  the  sonny  waves  I  stray. 
Humming  many  an  andent  lay. 
And  sometimes  on  the  billowy  main, 
I  sing  of  love  and  beauty's  chain, — ** 

nor  shall  I  ever  pass  Nugent  House  without  doffing  my^  cap  to  the 
gentle  spirit  that  inhabits  there. 

<'  To  be  a  well-favoured-man,"  says  the  learned  Dogberry,  "  is  the 
gift  of  fortune,  but  writing  and  reading  come  by  nature;"  now  is  th^ 
time,  Mr.  Eklitor,  for  you  to  summon  around  you  your  ^contributory 
chiefs  whose  nature  it  is  to  write,  and  some  of  them  to  write  well 
too.  We  admit  that  all  things  considered  you  have  done  much,  and 
perhaps,  if  your  shortcomings  were  looked  into  they  would  be  found  less 
discreditable  to  you  than  to  us, — if  I  may  judge  from  the  hints  you  have 
occasionally  thrown  out,  and  iu  no  sneaking  or  unmanly  spirit  either. 
But  something  yet  remains  to  do,  and  we  hope  you  will  do  it  If  as  I 
believe  the  yachting  community  is  chiefly  constituted  of  gentlemen,  and 
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those  who  have  the  spirit  of  gentlemen  in  them,  your  labours  will  not 
always  be  unappreciated  or  unrewarded.  Even  with  all  its  faults  your 
Magazine  up  to  this  time  is  a  vade  mecum  which  no  yachtsman  can 
safely  dbpense  with,  as  it  oontams  a  body  of  useful  information  by 
writers  of  experience  and  talent — 

**  Whom  not  to  know  argues  Aiflue/^nnkown." 
But  I  have  prolonged  my  letter  so  far  beyond  what  I  intended  when  I 
began  it  that  I  write  as  if  the  devil  were  at  my  elbow! — the  printei'a — 
your  devil  I  mean,  Mr.  Editor!  urging  me  in  the  emphatic  language  of 
his  legion  to  "  cut  it  short;"  and  so  giving  you  my  full  permission  to 
cut  it  as  short  as  you  like,  I  will  only  subscribe  myself, 

Arookaut. 


THE  ANNIVERSARY  DINNER  OF  THE  SYDNEY  YACHT  CLUB. 

The  first  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  took  place  on  the 
31st  of  July  at  the  Ezcbauge  Hotel,  when  about  seventy  gentlemen  partook 
of  a  repast,  which  for  sumptuousness  and  excellence  of  arrangement  was 
scarcely  inferior  to  some  of  the  best  festivals  that  have  been  witnessed  in  the 
colony.  The  tables  were  laid  id  the  large  saloon  of  the  hotel,  the  walls  of 
which  were  spendidly  decorated  with  the  flags  of  various  nations ;  the  British 
ensign,  and  the  colours  of  the  Club  occupying  the  most  prominent  position. 
On  the  centre  of  the  table  was  exhibited  the  magnificent  Challenge  Cup  or 
Epergne,  valued  at  300  guineas,  and  won  during  the  last  two  matches  by  the 
owner  of  the  yacht  Challenge.  Supported  as  it  was  on  each  side  by  a  beau- 
tifully modelled  figure — the  one  representing  ^olas,  the  god  of  the  winds, 
and  the  other  Neptune,  the  god  of  the  sea,  with  a  delicately  wrought  net- 
work of  yachting  gear.  The  effect  of  this  feature  on  the  scenic  display  was 
extremely  appropriate  and  pleasing.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Bern- 
castle,  the  President  of  the  Club,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Thompson ; 
whilst  around  the  festive  board  we  observed  several  merchants  and  other 
gentlemen  of  influence,  including  Mr.  Parkes,  M.L.A.  The  members  of 
the  Club  were  for  the  most  part  dressed  in  uniform,  resembling  to  a  certain 
extent,  that  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Society,  and  with  the  general  decorations, 
afforded  a  rather  splendid  coup  d'oeil.  A  band  of  music  was  in  attendance, 
which  contributed  much  to  enliven  the  entertainment. 

The  chairman,  as  usual,  opened  the  *'speechifying"  of  the  evening,  by  pro- 
posing the  health  of  the  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal 
Family,  which  toasts  were  received  with  enthusiasm. 

The  chairman  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  Governor- General,  Patron 
of  the  Syndey  Yacht  Club,  regretting  that  a  private  arrangement  had  pre- 
vented his  Excellency  from  attending  that  evening.  It  was  satisfactory  ro 
know  however  that  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty  in  this  colony  not  only 
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took  a  warm  interest  in  anything  that  concerned  the  well-being  of  this 
Society,  but  had  at  the  very  outset  pledged  himself  to  communicate  with  the 
Admiralty  at  home,  with  a  view  of  procuring  permission  for  the  Sydney 
Yacht  Club  to  use  the  blue  ensign  instead  of  the  red,  also  to  obtain  for  it 
the  additional  title  of  Royal,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  was  conferred  on  the 
British  Clubs.     The  toast  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

The  next  toast  proposed  by  the  Chairman  was, — **  Success  to  the  Sydney 
Yacht  Club,"  and  in  so  doing  quoted  th^  lines  of  the  poet,  *'  There's  a  tide 
in  the  Affairs  of  men  which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune."  So  it 
was,  he  believed,  in  the  affairs  of  yachtsmen,  and  this  tide  which  he  hoped 
was  taken  at  the  spring,  would  in  the  case  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Clubi  lead 
to  a  complete  and  brilliant  success.  (Cheers.)  He  was  only  astonished 
that  the  organization  of  an  institution  of  this  kind  had  been  so  long  deferred, 
considering  the  spendid  character  of  the  harbour,  its  noble  anchorage,  and 
the  general  nautical  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  combined  with 
the  great  facilities  which  experience  in  yachting  must  afford  to  trade,  and 
the  skill  and  knowledge  in  Naval  Architecture  «vhich  it  must  develop,— 
(Cheers.)  He  concluded  by  urging  the  members  to  strengthen  the  sinews  of 
the  Society  by  inducing  persons  to  join  it,  adding,  that  so  long  as  he  had  a 
head  to  work,  and  hand  to  hold  the  tiller,  he  should  endeavour  to  promote 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  the  prosperity  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club.  (Enthu- 
uastic  cheers.) 

Air  by  the  band — "  Cheer,  Boys,  cheer." 

Mr.  Lambert  proposed  the  health  of  the  owners  cf  yachts  in  connection 
with  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club,  and  in  doing  so  paid  a  special  compliment  not 
only  to  those  who  were  spirited  enough  to  import  yachts  from  England,  but 
to  Mr.  Cuthbert  and  others,  who,  in  this  colony,  were  enterprising  and  skil- 
ful enough  to  build  yachts  at  enormous  cost,  and  in  the  face  of  most  dis- 
couraging difficulties.  He  hoped  that  by  the  next  year  they  would  have, 
instead  of  some  half  dozen  yachts,  a  large  number,  all  of  which  would  be  a 
credit  to  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  the  colony.    (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  received  with  all  the  honours. 

Air,—"  Rule  Britannia." 

Mr.  Thompson  on  behalf  of  the  yacht  owners,  returned  thanks  in  a  suitable 
speech,  expressing  a  hope  that  the  operations  of  the  society,  which  had  com- 
menced under  such  favourable  auspices,  would  eventuate  in  success  fully 
equal  to  their  most  sanguine  expectations.    (Applause). 

Mr.  Parkes,  M.L.A.,  proposed  the  health  of  the  flag  officers  of  the  Sydney 
Yacht  Club,  pointing  out  that  the  object  which  the  Society  had  in  view  was 
of  vast  importance,  inasmuch  as  it  tended  to  cultivate  and  promote  the  noble 
art  of  ship- building,  and  consequently  to  encourage  trade  and  commerce. 
Sueh  being  the  case,  he  conceived  the  members  present  and  the  public  gene- 
rally were  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those  gentlemen  who,  as  the  flag- 
officers  of  the  Club,  had  devoted  their  time  and  attention  to  the  inaugura- 
tion of  so  valuable  an  Institution.  (The  hon.  gentleman  resumed  his  seat 
as  he  began,  amidst  loud  applause.) 
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The  chairman  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  flag-officers,  after  which 
Mr.  Thornton,  J.  P.,  who  was  received  with  prolonged  cheers  gave,  in  sn 
appropriate  speech,  "  The  Army  and  Navy,"  which  was  received  with  enthu- 
siasm, and  responded  to  by  the  band,  with  the  Airs  ^'  British  Grenadiers'* 
and  *''  Rule  Britannia." 

Major  Wingate,  J.  P.,  acknowledged  the  compliment  on  behalf  of  the  rnmij. 

Dr.  Stol worthy  proposed  **  The  Ladies,"  and  Mr.  Woolcott,  Secretary  to 
the  club,  responded.  We  need  not  add  that  the  toast  was  drunk  with  all 
the  honours.     Air, — **  Here's  a  health  to  all  good  lasses." 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  the  health  of  the  winner  of  the  Sydney 
Challenge  Cup,  Mr.  Deane,  adverting  appropriately  to  the  difficulties  which 
must  invariably  be  encountered  in  such  contests,  and  the  spirit  and  skill 
necessary  to  overcome  them.  In  the  two  matches  that  had  taken  place^  Mr. 
Deane  had  been  successful,  but  as  there  was  yet  another  contest  before  tbe 
prize  could  be  finally  obtained,  it  was  impossible  to  say  who  would  ultimately 
be  the  conqueror.  Still,  as  this  gentleman  was  up  to  the  present  time  tbe 
winner  of  the  cup,  it  was  his  (the  chairman's)  duty  on  this  occasion  to  ac- 
knowledge him  as  such,  and  to  pronounce  formally  his  title  to  it.  In  doing 
so,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  presenting  him  with  the  50  gnioeas  accompany- 
ing the  cup ;  and  although  Mr.  Deane  had  not  yet  finally  won  tbe  prize 
they  must  all  acknowledge  that  tbe  chief  honour  of  the  competirion  was,  op 
to  the  present  moment  due  to  him.  He  there  felt  bound  to  act  in  tlm 
matter  on  the  favourite  maxim  of  the  immortal  Nelson,  ^*  Palmam  qui  meruU 
ferat,     (Cheers.) 

Air, — "  See  the  Conquering  Hero  comes." 

Mr.  Deane,  who  was  cordially  received,  in  a  neat  speech  responded  to  the 
toast,  remarking  that  the  chief  credit  was  due  to  the  boat,  and  to  the  crew 
who  sailed  her.  He  concluded  by  proposing  *'  The  Committee  of  1855," 
through  whose  exertions  the  splendid  prize  had  been  procured,  and  thioi](^ 
whose  instrumentality  indirectly  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club  had  been  initiated. 
The  toast  was  received  with  marked  approbation. 

Mr.  Church  responded,  after  which 

llie  Chairman,  in  a  highly  complimentary  speec{),  proposed  tbe  Press,  to 
which 

Mr«  Farkes,  M.L.A.,  responded,  expressing  his  belief  that  the  Press  to 
Sydney,  in  point  of  morality  and  thorough  respectability,  was  not  surpassed 
by  any  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  visitors*  which  was  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Wright,  and  in  a  short  time  after  the  company  broke  up 
evidently  highly  pleased  with  the  evening's  entertaioment. 


[We  feel  assured  that  sll  who  enjoyed  the  fiiendship  of  Commodore 
Berncastle  will  wish  his  exertions  on  the  behalf  of  the  Sydney  Yacht  Club, 
may  be  as  successfiil  as  when  at  the  head  of  the  P.W.Y.C.— Ed.] 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES  YACHT  CLUB. 

Thb  AoDual  DiDDer  was  held  on  the  18th  of  November,  Commodore  R. 
Hewett,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Vice  Commodore  Knibbs,  and  A.  Tur- 
ner, B^q. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  proposed  and  acknowledged,  Dr.  Bain, 
proposed  the  "  Army  and  Navy"  and  said, — 'Mn  times  of  war  we  rightly  look 
upon  them  as  the  bulwarks  of  our  country,  without  thinking  sufficiently  of 
them  in  times  of  peace.  We  ought  to  think  more  of  them  than  we  do.  It 
was  through  the  great  exertion  and  energy  of  our  nation,  and  deeds  of 
prowess  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  that  the  recent  victories  were  achieved, 
which  will  long  be  chronicled  in  the  annals  of  fame.  I  toast  those  to  whose 
distinguished  bravery  we  owe  so  much,  who  have  fought  well  for  us,  and  who 
are  ready  to  fight  again  whenever  the  time  of  need  arrives.'* 

P'  Turner,  Esq.,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening  **  Prosperity  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club*'  commented  at  some  length  on  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Club,  and  said, — **  Let  me  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club.  It  was  commenced  in  1851  with  few,  very 
few  members.  It  has  since  progressed  rapidly  but  steadily  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  if  you  want  a  sample  of  what  the  club  is,  look  around  you  at 
the  large  and  respectable  body  whom  I  have  now  the  honour  of  addressing. 
The  kind  and  good  feeling  existing  in  the  Club  is  the  secret  of  our  success, 
and  while  good  fellowship  and  gentlemanly  feeling  has  predominated  in  our 
meetings,  we  have,  since  our  institution,  by  the  presentation  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  prizes  given  a  atimulous  to  honourable  emulation  in  yachting,  and 
ha^e  contributed  very  largely  to  the  amusement  of  those  who  take  delight  in 
the  sport,  both  of  the  clubs  and  of  the  public  generally,  and  we  are  still 
looking  forward  to  further  progress.  During  the  period  I  have  alluded  to, 
in  which  I  have  been  proud  to  witness  the  Club's  rise,  progress,  and  prospe- 
rity, we  have  been  much  indebted  to  many  for  their  kind  assistance  and 
liberality,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks.  I  thank  them 
for  the  Club  collectively,  I  thank  them  for  myself  individually,  for  the  many 
and  repeated  acts  of  courtesy  and  urbanity  exhibited  towards  us.  We  have 
bad  many  valuable  presents  made  us  for  competition,  &r  greater  than  those 
with  which  any  other  club  has  been  favoured,  and  we  have  reciprocated  that 
generosity  by  our  expression  of  thankfulness,  and  the  excellence  of  the  varied 
races  to  which  those  gifts  gave  rise. 

D.  Logic,  Esq.,  proposed  the  Commodore's  health  in  an  excellent  speech, 
observing : — **  Need  I  say  how  much  depends  on  the  ability  with  which  he 
administers  the  affairs  of  the  Club,  how  zealous  he  is  in  promoting  its  welfare, 
how  deeply  interested  he  is  in  everything  connected  with  the  river,  largely 
engaged  as  he  is,  well  known  as  his  name  is  associated  with  the  great  fish- 
eries of  the  country,  how  much  does  not  the  navy  owe  to  the  patronage  of 
such  men,  through  whose  instrumentality  and  enterprise  it  finds  its  first- 
class  seamen.** 
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The  Commodere  rose  and  said  : — "  I  have  always  been  proud  of  the  high 
position  in  which  yon  have  placed  me,  but  the  remarkably  kind  manner  in 
which  you  have  received  this  toast  is  deeply  felt,  and  makes  me  prond 
indeed.  As  lone  as  I  am  favoured  with  the  continuance  of  your  confidence, 
so  long,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  it  shall  never  be  betrayed.  I  shall  always 
be  pleased  to  use  my  best  exertions  in  forwarding  the  interests  of  the  Club, 
in  catering  for  sport,  and  the  amusement  of  its  members,  from  whom  I  have 
received  so  many  proofs  of  good-fellowship  and  esteem." 

These  were  followed  by  numerous  toasts,  among  which  were  the  "  Vice- 
Commodore,"  '*  Treasurer,"  "  Secretary,*'  &c.,  and  the  festivities  were  pro- 
longed to  a  late  hour  with  pleasure  to  all  at  that  meeting. 


ROYAL  WELSH  YACHT  CLUB,  CARNARVON. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  was  held  on  the  5th.  of  November,  the 
Rear^commodore  presiding. 

Captain  Horsefall  Bell,  cutter  yacht  Hawk,  35  tons,  and  Mr.  W.  Haghes, 
of  Conway  (proposed  at  the  last  meeting,)  were  ballotted  for  and  onani- 
mously  elected. 

There  being  no  other  business  of  interest,  the  meeting  broke  up  after  an 
unusual  short  sitting.  The  weather  at  this  port  has  been  so  fine  of  late 
that  many  yacht  owners  regret  their  yachts  being  laid  up. 

Now  that  the  active  season  for  yachting  is  over,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
remind  the  Members  of  the  good  custom  prevalent  in  many  Clubs  of  present- 
ting  pictures  of  then:  yachts,  charts,  and  marine  collections  to  the  Clubs  to 
which  they  belong. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

On  Wednesday  November  5th.,  this  Club  held  their  closing  dinner  of  the 
season  at  their  head  quarters,  Canning  Hotel,  Birkenhead.  There  beii^ 
present  a  fair  attendance  of  Members.  John  Watkins,  Esq ,  Rear-commo- 
dore in  the  chair.  William  Scott,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sec.  vice- chair.  The  dinner 
was  in  every  respect  "  first-rate."  After  the  cloth  was  removed  varioos 
toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to,  among  which  were  "  the  Qoeen," 
"the  Army  and  Navy,"  •» Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club,"  "  Mr.  Wilkinson 
winner  of  the  Challenge  Cup,"  &c.  After  which  the  regular  monthly  meet- 
ing commenced,  at  which  10  new  members  were  proposed  for  election  e  U 
meeting ;  and  the  proceedings  terminated  after  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

B. 
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aOYAL  LONDON  YACHT  CLUB 

1*ttE  anniversary  dinner  of  this  Club  was  held  on  the  26th.  ult.  at  Willises 
Rooms,  and  on  no  similar  occasion  has  a  larger  number  graced  the  festive 
board.  The  peculiar  connection  of  this  Club  with  the  city  of  London,  com- 
mands a  numerous  attendance  of  the  magnates  and  civic  authorities,  amongst 
whom  were  the  past  and  present  sheriffs. 

J.  Goodson,  Esq.,  the  Commodore  presided,  the  Vice-chairman  being  Mr* 
Under-sheriff  Crossley,  W.  Goodson  and  —  Geach,  Esqs.  After  the  usual 
loyal  toast,  Mr.  Eagles  the  Treasurer  rose  and  said : — "  That  a  toast  had 
been  placed  in  his  hands  which  he  had  much  pleasure  in  proposing.  He  was 
about  to  drink  to  those  who  had  served  us  so  recently  and  so  brilliantly  in 
the  late  war,  opposed  as  they  had  been,  whether  by  sea  or  land,  to  an  enemy 
of  no  mean  pretensions ;  no  eulogium  of  his  could  add  to  the  glory  they  had 
achieved ;  they  required  no  commendation  at  his  hands,  and,  should  circum- 
stances require  the  renewed  exercise  of  their  valour  they  might  rival  the 
glorious  deeds  of  Waterloo.  He  then  proposed  *<  The  Army  and  Navy  of 
England.*' 

The  Commodore  who  was  seriously  indisposed,  regretted  that  circum" 
stances  rendered  him  unable  to  give  utterance  to  a  proper  expression  of  his 
feelings.  The  toast  he  had  to  propose  was  the  one  nearest  and  dearest  to 
their  hearts,  it  was  "  The  Royal  London  Yacht  Club,"  of  which  they  were 
members  and  supporters ;  and  when  he  drank  prosperity  to  that  Institution, 
be  felt  that  the  toast  would,  as  he  had  ever  felt,  speak  for  itself  The  Royal 
London  Yacht  Club  and  its  prosperity  was  a  toast  during  his  long  tenure  of 
office  he  had  frequently  had  the  pleasure  of  giving,  but  never  with  more  satis- 
Action  than  at  that  moment,  when  it  was  proved  to  him  by  the  brilliant 
assemblage  he  saw  around  him  how  high  a  position  it  had  attained.  The 
presence  of  those  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  addressing  justified  him  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  for  many  years  in  perspective  its  prosperity 
would  increase ;  for  since  last  year  there  had  been  a  considerable  accession 
to  their  numbers.  He  looked  to  the  ensuing  season  with  the  anticipation 
of  seeing  much  first>rate  sport,  if  not  with  very  large  vessels,  still  with  those 
that  were  first-class  in  their  speed.  The  continued  advancement  of  the  club, 
be  was  happy  to  say,  clearly  went  to  show  that  its  proc^dings  were  carried 
on  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  universal  satisfaction.  It  was  unnecessary,  nor 
did  he  feel  competent  to  give  a  long  statement  of  pai4iculars  respecting  its 
advancement ;  its  prosperity  was  undisputed,  and  while  they  all  steadily 
united  heart  and  hand  together,  its  success  would  be  unabated. 

The  healths  of  Sheriffs  Mechi,  Rose,  and  A.  Arcedeckne  followed  in  suc- 
cession, and  were  responded  to  by  each  gentleman,  that  of  the  latter  in  a 
very  humorous  style.  The  Commodore  then  proposed  '*  The  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron,  and  other  yacht  clubs  all  over  the  world,"  and  paid  a  merited 
eulogium  to  Mr.  Grinnell,  whose  father  was  one  of  those  who  fitted  out  an 
expedition  in  search  of  Sir  John  Franklin.  He  was  a  gentleman  well  known 
in  the  American  waters,  who  had  always  held  out  the  hand  of  friendship 
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wherever  it  was  needed.  Mr.  Grinnell  replied,  "he  never  had  been  a  great 
speaker,  bat  he  felt  much  obliged  for  the  compliment,  and  was  happy  to 
welcome  any  yachtsman.  He  should  be  happy  to  reciprocate  that  honest 
manly  feeling  which  should  always  exist  upon  the  waters.  His  father,  io 
being  engaged  in  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin,  he  was  quite  sure,  had 
done  no  more  than  any  of  those  he  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  would  have 
done  under  the  same  circumstances.'* 

Mr.  Sheriff  Mechi  proposed  the  health  of  the  Commodore  in  an  excellent 
speech,  which  we  regret  our  space  will  not  allow  of  our  reporting.  This 
was  followed  by  toasts  to  the  health  of  the  Vice,  and  Rear- commodores;  and 
after  passing  a  very  harmonious  evening  the  numerous  company  departed 
bighly  delighted  with  the  evenings  entertainment . 


ZuLEiKA  Yacht. 

BlaekwalU  NwrnAtr  1856. 
"SjjL — In  order  publicly  to  refUte  the  various  false  reports  privately  and  diligent 
although  as  it  turns  out,  very  unsuccessfully  promulgated  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  this  vessel,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  making  known  tiiroogh  the 
medium  of  your  Magazine,  one  fact ;  this  well-known  20  tonner  has  b^me  been 
disposed  of  to  a  near  relative  of  Mr.  Richard  Qreen  the  eminent  ship  builder 
of  Blaekwall,  and  V.  C.  of  the  R.T.  Y.  Club  after  due  inspection,  and  approval. 
A  tolerably  sufficient  proof  of  this  vessel's  soundness. 

The  purchaser  may^  as  I  presume  he  does,  congratulate  himself  on  being  tiie 
possessor  of,  I  state  it  advisedly  ^  a  right  good  boat,  and  as  smart  a  Utile  craft  as 
any  of  her  tonnage  ({float,"  all  assertions  (sinister  or  interested)  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  "  Zuleika"  has  won  14  prizes— aju>eA«r  fact  on  record  as  you 
jnay  be  aware.  I  am.  Sir,  Yoars,  &c ., 

J.  T.  Cbbijbt. 

To  the  Editor  H.  Y.  M. 


TO  CORRESPONDBNTa 


'CnuisB  OF  THB  St.  Ursula,— Letter  from  an  Essex  Yachtsman,— Ckuisb  or 
THB  Albatboss, — Obal  Tbaditiohs  in  our  next. 

Cbadlb  Boat.— In  reply  to  numerous  correspondents  respecting  the  ••  Cradle 
Boat,"  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  them  that  the  tale  will  be  resumed  in 
our  next  number,  and  Kitty  Murray*s  adventures  faithfully  chronicled  by 
Tonmiiy  Bluffbow.  The  delay  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  Author  lutTing 
met  with  an  accident  in  the  hunting  field. — Editob. 

[Sailors  have  no  business  out  hunting.  Jack  rides  at  a  fence  as  if  it  w„  _  *  r 
a  wave  at  sea  :  and  having  no  rope  to  hold  on  by,  he  gets  pitched  over  s 
weather  bow  into  something  rather  harder  than  salt  water,  but  he  is  ao^  i 
his  legs  again  ;  calling  out  to  the  horse  to  lay  to  whilst  he  gets  aboard  onoe 
But,  hold  hard  Jack— too  many  of  those  tumbles  will  prevent  your  goin^  i 
on  the  yard-arm  :  so  hitch  a  rope  roimd  your  main-channels,  and  make  you  f 
fast,  fore  and  aft,  before  you  go  a  hunting  again  :  and — you'll  excuse  IP*  i 
if  you're  a  married  man,  insure  your  /(^e.*FBa(TBB's  Dbtil.] 
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Alice  ylctorious,  440 
Alma  yacht,  521 

An^azon  (Tictorious,  267,  398,  440 
Anastasia,  cruise  of,  109 
Andros  island,  hurricane  near,  87 
Anglesej  yictorious,  412 
Aquiline  Tictorious,  429 
Arden,  Sir  H..  surprise  of,  1 17 
Arran,  scenery  of,  489 
Astronomical  instruments,  trial  of, 

510 
Atalanta  victorious,  323 
Awe,  dangerous  bank  off,  422 


Balanini  prahus,  19 

armament  of,  19 

Ballast,  trimming  of,  6 

trimmers,  242 

an  out-and  out,  206 

Ballinskellig  bay,  shelter  in, 

Baltic,  yachting  in  the,  25 

Banba  victorious,  499 

Barometer,  remarkable  indications  of, 

88 
Baron  8— t— r,  invitation  of,  226 
Ben  Stirra,  description  of,  421 
Black  Maria,  description  of,  34 
Blackberries^  search  for,  222 


Bluff  bow.  Tommy,  challenge  of,  105 
Board,  centre,  82 

—  description  of,  83 

utility  of,  84 

Boat  lowering  apparatus,   Clifford's, 
33,  77,  278 

Hussell's, 


407 


Boats,  application  of  the  displacement 
curves  of  fish  to  the  construction 
of,  329 

dangerous  position  of,  163 

my  grandfather's,  13 

my  cradle,  13,   102,   130, 


244,  309 
Boyhood,  recollections  of,  262 
Breakfast,  new  friends  at,  117 
Buna  we,  store  at,  422 
Bute,kylcsof,  167 


209, 


of,  408 


-description 


Cafe  royal,  compounding  of,  118 
Capal  navigating,  annoyance  of,  27 
Captain,  racing,  character  of,  238 
Cataract,  descending  the,  603 
Cerf  Volante,  home  cruise  in,  287 
Challenge  yacht,  proposition  for  build- 
ing, 69 

^ —  expense  of,  123 

Chapman's  curve  of  sections,  331 
Chase,  the,  162 
Chinaman's  boat  sails,  96 
Christian  Malford,  ruins  at,  504 
Cinque  ports,  oral  traditions  of  the. 

263 
Clifford's  boat  lowering,  description 

of,  80 
Clipper,  orders  to  build,  207 
Coast  guard,  suspicions  of,  131 

visit  of,  334 

College  friend,    unexpected    meeting 

with,  160 
Collision  at  sea,  416 
Colne,  river,  293 
Columbine  victorious,  344 
Comet,  cruise  of  the,  165 

unexpected  meeting  with,  153 

Comforts,  the  creature,  202 
Companions,  the  jovial,  199 
Compass,  deviation  of  the,  147 

instrument  for  correcting 

147 
Comtesse,  jealousy  of  the,  US 
Conduct,  very  doubtftil,  312 
Connal,  course  for,  419 
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Gonnal  ferry,  dangers  of;  483 

Cookery,  siognlar,  160 

Coraiie  yictorions,  354 

Corke,  Mr.,  honorable  mention  of,  506 

Cowes  in  1788,  sailing  match  at,  126 

caatle,  870 

Cruachan,  description  of,  4S0 
Cruise,  a  Midsummer  night's,  516 
Cmsader  Yictorions,  487 
Cutter,  man  the,  69 
s  method  of  handling,  98 


Dark,  shaying  in  the,  115 
Daiynane  Abbey,  yiait  to,  12 
Discoyery,  surprising,  1}6 
Displacement,  curre  of,  331 
Distresa^  female  in,  ill 
Don  Juan  Tictorious,  390 
Downs,  the,  289 
DubUn  bay,  498 
Duke  of  Wellinffton,  salute  of,  203 


Dunoon,  desetiptton  of,  485 


Eastern  coast,  regattas  on  the,  143 
Ebb,  currents  on  the  first  of  the,  468 
Editor's  Locker— 

Anglesea  yacht  dub,  90 
Beadon*s  self- acting  saiisty  reel 

180, 
Grimsby  regatta,  501 
Hunt's  unirersal  yacht  list,  66, 

181 
Naming  of  vachts,  366 
Royal  Northern  yacht  club.  47 
Speed  of  yachts,  137, 179 
Tablet  to  the  memory  of  Bobert 

Sheddon,  180 
Thames  v  Essex  yachtsmen  608 
Want  of  etiquette  in  sailors,  501 
Yachting  in  Australia,  48 

measurement,  90,  138,  139, 

181,  188.  183 
—  signala,  181 
Zuleika,  cutter  yacht,  47,  554 
^r?»  iBlftnd  ot;  168 
-~  Ti«it  to  care  on,  168 
Electric  Tictorious,  368 
Electricity,  atmospheric,  88 
Enchantress  victorious,  362,  394 
English  cutter  v  Yankee  sloop,  97 


Rxtrayaganza  Tictorious,  377, 44« 
Eztrayagant  tonnage  cheating,  8 


Fairy  Tictorious,  434,  436 
Fawn  yictorieuB,  444 
Females,  assistance  from,  504 
Fifes',  building  yardaf|the,  157 
Fish,  displacement  currea  of,  329 
Fisherman,  the  disbelieTed,  335 
the  frightened,  69 

■       —  nets,  danger  of,  528 
Fleet,  Tiew  of  the,  808 
-«»  illumination  of^  194 
— »-  strength  oi^  195 

Manx  herr  ng,  101 

Flirt  Tictorious,i299,  864 

(late  Antek>pe),  343,1497 

Foam  Tictorious,  348,  345 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards,  despenite 

conflict  between,  18 
French  danseuse,  distress  of,  114 
— ^  priTateer,  yacht,  captured  by, 

137 


Gaselle  Tictorkms,  883 

Gee,  J.,  esq.  elected  commodort  of 

R.T.T.C.,  169 
Geology,  first  lesson  in,  163 
Greors^a  Tictorious,  403 
Glance  Tictorious,  380,  328,  844,  361, 

385,389,410,441,448 
Glandore,  497 
Gloriana  Tictorious,  881 
Gourock,  description  o^  481 
Great  CumbrsB,  beauties  o^  468 
Guajara,  the  mountain  of,  507 
Gulf  weed,  description  of  the,  89 
Gunning  punt,  d^cription  of,  167 
Gunter's  scale,  use  of,  816 
Guys,  use  of,  94 


Hampshire  paper,  eztracta  fror 
Harebell,  launch  of.  15 

trial  of;  16 

Harry  the  great,  190 
Harwich,  harbour  o^  336 
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Hewett*8  8maoks»  race  with,  95 

Highland  seaman,  159 

Highwater  tide  table,  92,   140,   188, 

236,  284,  368,  416,  464,  512 
Her  Majesty,  departure  of,  182 
'8  ministers,  disappoint- 
ment of,  196 
Hookers,  Skerries,  110 

Einsale  and  Chaddagh,  101 

Hoose  of  ]x)rds,  scene  in,  197 
Hngh  l^TColl,  inritation  of,  161 
Hughes,  Key.  R.  E.,  ophiion  of  the 

attack  on  Sweaborg,  31 
Hunt,  whale,  in  Westmannsharen  hay, 

42 
Hurricane,  fearftil,  87 


Indian  Archipelago,*  pirates  of  the,  18 

Inrerskip,  beautifbl  situation  of,  491 

lothona  yacht,  316 

Ireland,  His  EbcceUency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of,  324 

'  ■  attendance  at 

regatta,  325 

Irish  cabin,  71 


Jamidca,  island  o(  85 

— slayery  at,  86 

Jamieson,  first  master  of  Coralfe,  317 
June,  yachting  in,  250,  273 


Ked,  the  Newcastle,  886 
Kilcreggan,  description  of;  482 
King  John,  galleys  in  the  reign  of, 

190 
Kitty,  distress  of  poor,  154 
Kiss,  the  parting,  812 


Lalla  Bookh  Tictorious,  360 
Landsmen,  opinion  of,  129 
Lanthom  light,  rowing  by,  504 


Lapwing  Tictorious,  456 

Largs,  fashionable  watering  place,  490 

Larry  O'Connor  on  fishing,  72 

Launch  of  the  Kitty,  244 

Life  Boat  institution,  appeal  to  yacht- 
men  on  behalf  of,  494 

Royal  Thames;  Yacht  Club, 

trial  of,  495 

Lisbon,  visit  to,  109 

-^ royal  theatre  at,  109 

Little  Mosquito  rictorious,  364, 460 

Loch  Don,  fine  run  to,  164 

Etive,  cruise  to  the  head  of,  417 

best  winds  for,  418 

Ness,  depth  of,  420 

LoTers,  confession  of  the,  210 

Lugger  rig,  opinion  on,  95 


Mackerel,  displacement  curre  of,  333 
Maldon,  wildfowl  shooting  at,  167 
Maraquita  Tictorious,  405 
Margaret  yacht,  performance  of,  41 
Manners  compass,  deyiation  of,  6 

77 — ' """ remedy  found,  6 

Maxwell,  sudden  alarm  of,  1 1 1 

embarrassment  of,  117 

Mayfly  Tictorious,  345 
Measurement,  yacht,  4, 84,  813,  492 
price  for,  5 

proposed  public  meeting 

on,  6 

•  eraslon  of,  7 


" Elderly  Nicholas  on,  54 

rule  for,  55 

; — — -  reply  to  Elderly  Nicho- 
las, 121 

Memoranda  of  club  meetings- 
Canadian,  S81 
Cork,  281 

lA>ndon,  45, 175,  271,  500^  558 
Mersey,  169 

PriuM  of  Wales,  89, 171,  494,  551 
Squadron,  46,  281 
St  George's,  169 
Thames,  46, 172 
Welsh,  169,652 
Yorkshire,  169 

McKirdy  and  the  Stella,  817 

Middies,  the  frightened,  223 

rations  of,  227 

threats  <d,  217 

kind  treatment  of,  226 

Millport,  Tiait  to  the  theatre  ak  158 

Mmster,  strata  of,  261 

Mishap,  an  unlucky,  222 

Model- husband,  the,  520 
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Mood,  influence  of,  23 
Mosquito,  rate  of  iaiJing,  49,  51 
'    '  ■  dimensions  of,  64 

victorious,  326,  S^S,  399 

winning«  of,  64 

Murray,  Joe,  bad  conduct  of,  152 
■  daughter  of,  103 


Nannette,  return  of,  118 
Natalie,  anguish  of,  1 14 
Nautical  notices,  186 
Naral  reriew,  189 
— —  surgeon,  young,  1 10 
Narigation  extraordinary,  502 
Negro  generositT,  221 
Newfoundland  dog,  death  of,  218 
New  year,  108 

North  Sea,  perilous  situation  in  the, 
29 


0*Connell  Maurice,  9 
Oithona  victorious,  425 
Opening  trip  li,T.Y.C.,  230 

B.L.Y.C,  291 

Oral  traditions,  253 

Orolava,  ascending  slope  above,  507 

Orwell,  navigation  of  the,  336 


Passage,  subterranean,  69 
Path,  dangerous,  220 
Pet  yacht  in  danger,  83 
Philanthropy,  noble  example  of,  472 
Phantom,  rate  of  sailing  o^  56 

victorious,  801, 460 

Picdola  victorious,  459 
Pirates,  numerous  tribes  of,  20 
Plumose  zeolites,  search  for,  162 
Poaching,  salmon,  75 
Portugal,  queen  of,  809 

— ; police  laws  of,  119 

Prima  ballerina,  costume  of  the,  1  }2 
Prisoners,  treatment  of;  225 
Privateer,  French,  9 

— -n °^«^*  attack  of,  10 

raivileges,  the  lovers',  314 
Professor  M.,  unpleasant  berth  of,  158 


Quiver  victorious,  308 


Race,  close  contested,  I07 

ing  crews,  on,  237 

Beconciliation,  the,  315 
Kector,  the  generous,  504 
Begattas  and  Matches— 

Boyal  Cork,  340 

Harwich,  346 
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•  London,  800,  350 

•  Mersey,  337 

•  Northern,  424 

•  Squadron,  375 
■  Southern,  387 

•  St.  George's.  318 

•  Thames,  264, 302, 306 

-  Victoria,  398 
.  Wear,  487 

Welsh,  413 

-  Western,  I,  323,  824 


428 


•  Anglesea,  411 
Beige  Y.  C.  Royal,  466 

-  Birkenhead.  327, 356,  460 

-  Brighton,  462 

Bristol  and  Bristol  Channel 


—  Dovor,  459 

—  Dublin  bay,  498 

—  Great  Grimsby,  409 

—  Great  Yarmouth,  391 

—  Holyhead,  455 

—  Howth,  541 

—  Isle  of  Man,  361 

—  London  Model,  499 

—  Mistley.  457 
~  Poo!e^  539 

—  Port  of  riymonth,  450 
■  Prince  of  Wales,  297,  368 


Ranelagh,  269,  366 

Swansea,  433 

Teignmouth,  446 

Thames  National,  274 


Torbay,  442 

Begattas  and  their  management,  IS7 

proposition  fbr  holding,  ISO 

Religion,  Napoleon's  opinions  on,  257 
Review,  naval,  189 

inddents  connect^' 

with,  195 


Sailing  match,  exciting,  17 
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Sailing  in  fleet,  133 

duties  of  Commodore, 

134 

SailoM,  Larry  O'Connor's  notions  of, 

73 

boy,  the  pretty,  153 

character  of,  470 

— - —  adrice  to,  471 

intrepidity  of,  471 

superstition  ofi  471 

8aUs,  opinion  on,  52 

trimming  of,  68 

handling  of,  94 

•  cut  of,  100 

Salmon  spearing,  70 
Santa  Cruz,  arriyal  at,  506 
Schooners,  opinion  on,  99 

— handling  of,  99 

ScotUnd,  summer  scenes  on  the  coast 

of,  481 
Scud  victorious,  355,  415,  426 
Sea,  the  luminous,  21 

■ supposed  cause  of, 

2S 
Seaman,  the  jealous,  913 

perilous  position  o^  106 

Secret  ylctorious,  453 
Sections,  curre  of.  Chapman's,  331 
Sharks,  account  of,  39 
Shifting  ballast,  on,  144 

— —  danger  in,  208 

—  method  of  prerenting, 


57 


145 


•  destructive  effects  of, 
-  method   of   avoiding 


injury  in,  146 

•  Mercator  on,  60 


Sidney  yacht  club,  dinner  of,  548 
Signalman,  neglect  of,  67 

— method  of  rousing,  68 

Situation,  the  awkward,  116 
Small  yachts,  prizes  for,  131 

speed  of,  63 

Smyth,  Mr.  C.  P.,  astronomiciil  obser- 
vations of;  512 
Smugglers,  capture  of,  152 
Spaniards  stone,  legend  of,  9 
Spanish  brigantine,  attack  on,  U 
Speedof  yachts,  49,  93 
Spirit,  flowers  of  the,  124 
Spithead,  day  at,  199 
Spray  victorious,  328 
Squadron  sailing,  pleasures  of,  186 
Squall,  sudden,  18 
St.  Antonio,  watering  at,  86 
Steers,  George,  memoir  of,  473 

-  builder   of  America 


yacht,  477 


St.  George's  day,  191 


testimonial  to,  479 
death  of,  474 


St.  George's  Channel,  regattas  in,  142 

yachtsmen  of, 

128 
St.  Helena,  naval  hospital  at,  219 

reminiscence  of,  65 

Stockholm,  visit  to,  33 
Stonefield  bay,  anchored  in,  422 
Strange  sail  to  windward,  66 
Stranger,  match  with,  16 
Stuart,  trial  of,  161 
Summer  cruise,  recollection  of,  37 
Superannuated    mariners,    watering- 
place  for,  290 
Surprise,  disagreeacle,  313 

victorious,  321, 337. 338,  416, 

434,  436,  456 
Swivel  gun,  method  of  fitting,  166 


Tavro,  ancient  valley  of,  507 
Telescope,  the  great,  51 0 
Tempter,  the,  74 

Teneriffe,  astronomical  expedition  to, 
505 

SoT  ^^^  ^^  proceeding  during, 

Tetley,  Mr.,  presentation  of  cup  to, 

389 
Thames,  matches  on  the,  297 
first  match  on,  248 


regattas  on,  141 

velocity  of  tides  on,  465, 513 

Thanet,  isle  of,  259 
Thermometer,  first  radiation,  508 
Thmgs  we  loved  of  yore,  168 
Thought  victorious,  267,  401 

~ TtLte  of  saiHng  of,  50 

Tides,  velocity  of,  465,  513 

— Professor  Bartow  on 

466 
— ^  experiments  on,  467 
Titania  yacht,  voyage  of,  505 

-  and  America,  comparison  be- 
tween, 50 
Tobermorey,  visit  to,  162 
Tonnage,  complicity  of,  493 
T^ore,  the  hidden,  regained,  13 
Trees,  proper  time  to  cut  down,  23 
Twm  life  boat,  BosseU's,  285 


Uncle  Peter,  160 

Underway,  the  perils  in  getting.  519 

Upper  Loch  Btive,  scenery  of,  423 
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y*nfi^ire,  speed  of,  51 
Vigilant  FictoPiotti,  826 
Vikmg  danger  of.  416 
Violet  Ticftorioofi,  299,  351.  496 
vojrage,  proTision  for,  884 


Wallet  spitway,  the,  891 
Waterkelpie  Tictorioiu,  500 
WaterapoaW  fearful  result  of  a.  24 
wareney  victorious,  361 
Weiiijs  bay,  491 

West  Indies,  yacht  voyage  to,  38 
Westminster,  trial  at,  236 

^®^ii'^r*°^'*°*f  ^^  *»'  *^e.   369, 
478 

Whales,  desperate  fight  with,  44 
—  capture  of,  45 
What's  in  a  name?  316 
Whitfield,  Jack's  opinions,  472 
Wildfire  victorious,  805.  888,  452,  458 
463 

— misfortune  o^  305 

Wildfowl  shooting;  166 

Wun  Muir's  opinion  of  foreigners,  1  lo 


Y^it,  shooting,  165 

destrilctlon  of,  154 

s  altered  since  built,  367 

on  the  speed  of;  49,  93 

M  of,  97 

Sir  R,  Stephenion'iB  Opinion  on, 

52 

— —  review,  suggestions  for,  136 
xachtsmen,  ft w  words  ^  mimy,  1      < 

— ^gallantojrofa,  ill 

vagaries  of  a,  9 

n— :-: — r  y*™»  ©^ ».  io» 

rachting  mtelUgence,  48,  91, 140,  184 

235,288 

' of  the  last  century,  125 

season,  approaching,  141 

•;-    .^  .;Z review  of  the,  523 

YachtbnUdmg,  American  progress  in, 

58 


Zouave  victorioos,  412 


ENGBAVINGa 

CUfford's  Boat  Lowering  Apparatus 

Ittagram  of  Mosquito P**®    '^ 

RnsseU's  Twin  Life  Boat" ......' ** 

Section  of  Shark  with  cur^Mo/i^ction^^  ^5 

Section  of  Mackerel,  Trotit,  &c         ditto '"'    ^! 
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